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. O mve e viuie his own version of the affair. Now we should like td
' : ‘ ask a question or two in this connection. Why did| ~
' A POLITICAL PRISONHR'S SUICIDE - Indu Bhusan commit suicide ? If he was tired of
' IN THE ANDAM ANS, . * W prison” life, one would expect that he would have

: committed suicide long ago ; for he had already been,
¥ 1 in the Andamaps far over three years, Was there no-
~+he suicide of one of the political i » thingin anything that had happened recently in con-
. Ipdu Bhushan Roy, throws a}l)uri d L ghlt) ;;%TTE;;:&‘;? - nection with him to_account for his taking this fatal
sitnation as to the treatment of -political  offenders in. Step ?  Waa it not rather the act of a desparate man to
the” Andamans, . At 1 o’clock in~the Wiorning of the.. ‘whom life had become insupportable in the condi-
129thApril-tast e was found hanging in his cell by bno ~ tion in which he found himself ? Is it or is it
1o ; in—hi . alarm was ralseq, 'Ot - the . case, that on the afternoon of the 28th April,
| The jailor hastened to .¥he Bpot ;- the. -matter was tele .. ‘ON1Y @ few hours preceding his suicide, Indu Bhusan
p_llfinad_fonr or-five times and a police .arderly wasaars  desired to see the Jailor and was taken to his office,
0 the Medical Su erintendent’s bungalow® 5 .and there did he not in the most entreating terms” re-
,Amtu}t‘ediﬁm%ﬁﬂ(‘ﬁ.ed"y}ﬁds from-th -quest the Jailor to change his work, as he was engaged
Jings.” ‘We arafinf _that ho-respante in making white flax out of “yambash ” plant 7 Did
iSLbfcldék—ﬂext'—-:morniygijitfh-e‘ - méaitime. he not say to the Jailor—or gt any rate addressed words
Hospital “Assistant was sent for. but wha to that effect—*See, my hands have become so blistersd
W' and _cold. ' Next morning—when — PV the juice of the ‘ rambash * that I cannot move my
‘the ~Buperintendent. —tlie, Dm;ig'isb' oo ari déth'é’ — fingers freely and it is so painful that I- cannot get a
‘Police came to' investigate, the Taitor MG Ifzux;y am_ “wink of sleep the whole night. I cannot take my food
e e == A, S8Ve.. 30 my mouth. _The touch—ef *dal > —causes me so much
pain that tears come to my eyes and my foodis left
untouched. I will die of pain and starvation. Kindly
-change my work or allow me to go to hospital for a few |
-days to got my palms healad. ” Saying this, hie stretched | ——
his hands to the full, but mes with a rebuff from the
-Jailor, 'We will not rsproduce the language which the
Jailor is reported to have used. Isit not the case that:
-Iadu-Bhusan pleaded a again, begging to be—allowed- to
cepor: himself personally and show his hands to the
Medical Superintendent # Dut the Jailor shouted :
“You must carry out my orders. ” Then after thinking
for a couple of minutes, he again said, “ all right, I will
«change your work ” and ‘ordered the warder in charge
to engage Indu in “XKolu ” oil mill from next morn-
ing, Indu gotso frightened that he told tlhe Jailor
that he would simply die if ‘he had to -work in the| ——
“ Kolu ” mil with those hands of his. The Jailor was| —
-obdurate and our information is that Indu—was —dis-]
anissed amid a.shower of abusive language. This was
ithe last straw on the camel’s back and before many
hours Indu was found dead, hanging in his cell. We
‘have another question to ask. Is it not the case that
‘Hoti Lal made a complaint to the Maedical Superin-
‘tendent about Indu’s death and was punished for it and
was put to the oil mill at once ? The political pri-
*Soners, we learn, are scattéred over the entire settle-
ment. In case they fall ill they are not taken to the
mearest hospital within whose jurisdiction they live and | .
“whers in the ordinary conrse they should—betaken:]
“They have to be taken to the Hospital of the Jail Dis-| -
trict where Captain Barkar is the Medical Superinten-
-dent and also District Officer.—Bengalee.
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