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P U B L I S H E R ' S N O T E 

T h i s is the l a s t w o r k o f V e e r S a v a r k a r j i w h i c h he 
o o m p l e t e d d u r i n g h i s i l l n e s s a n d o l d age. A f t e r i t s M a r a t h i 
and H i n d i ed i t i ons have been C i r c u l a t e d , we feel i t a m a t t e r 
o f p r o f o u n d p leasure a n d p r i d e to offer t o t h e p u b l i c the 
E n g l i s h v e r s i o n o f the b o o k . H o w far the b o o k has been 
p o p u l a r can e a s i l y be seen f r o m t h e fact t h a t i t s H i n d i a n d 
J U a r a t h i ed i t ions have been p u b l i s h e d r epea t ed ly . 

T h e a u t h o r w a n t e d to t r ans l a t e t h i s v o l u m i n o u s w o r k 
i n t o E n g l i s h himself , b u t he c o u l d n o t do so because of h i s 
f a i l i n g h e a l t h . H i s w o r l d famous book , The Indian War of Inde
pendence, 1857 was t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h f rom the o r i g i n a l 
M a r a t h i b y h i s s eve ra l p a t r i o t col leagues , b u t the final t o u c h 
g i v e n t o the b o o k was o f the a u t h o r h imse l f . H e wro te 
Hindutva a n d Hindu-Pad-Padashahi o r i g i n a l l y i n E n g l i s h , 

S a v a r k a r was a w r i t e r o f grea t eminence i n M a r a t h i , 
Bes ides the c h a r m o f l anguage , there is a s t r i k i n g o r i g i n a l i t y 
i n h i s w r i t i n g s , a n d t h o u g h t i s p a r a m o u n t . H e n c e the neces
s i t y o f m a k i n g h i s w o r k a v a i l a b l e i n o ther languages arises 
i n v a r i a b l y . B u t t r a n s l a t i o n , t hey say , is l i k e a fa i th less 
m i s t r e s s . T h e c h a r m o f the o r i g i n a l goes. T h e lea rned 
• t rans la tor , h is l abour t empered w i t h d e v o t i o n , has, h o w e v e r , 
t r i e d to g ive h i s best. 

S h r i S .T . G o d b o l e has n o t t r a n s l a t e d the b o o k i n the 
c u s t o m a r y w a y . T h e scores o f books (g iven i n the A p p e n d i x ) 
w h i c h he has q u o t e d i n s u p p o r t o f the asser t ions made b y 
the a u t h o r w h i l e , o n the one h a n d , l e n d a u t h e n t i c i t y to the 
b o o k , t hey , on the o ther h a n d , show the colossa l l abou r p u t i n 
b y h i m i n the project . W e are e x t r e m e l y t h a n k f u l to h i m . 

S a v a r k a r saw the p a n o r a m a o f I n d i a n h i s t o r y i n the r ise 
a n d f a l l o f the H i n d u s . T h i s concep t o f h i s t o r y m o u l d e d h i s 
p o l i t i c a l t h i n k i n g a n d career . H o w far he has been success
f u l i n p re sen t ing h is p o i n t o f v i e w is lef t to the d i s c e r n i n g 
r eade r . 



A W o r d In Confidence 

I t i s w i t h grea t p leasure and sa t i s f ac t ion t h a t I p r e s e n t 
t o the readers th i s t r a n s l a t i o n o f the o r i g i n a l b o o k i n 
M a r a t h i . I cons ider i t a p iece o f good l u c k t o have h a d a n 
o p p o r t u n i t y o f t r a n s l a t i n g such an i m p o r t a n t b o o k b y the 
l a t e S w a n t a n t r y a - V e e r V . D. S a v a r k a r , w h i c h c r o p p e d u p in . 
m y casual t a l k w i t h Shree B a l a r a o S a v a r k a r , the devo ted 
p r i v a t e secre ta ry o f t h a t P r i n c e o f P a t r i o t s . A f t e r i t was-
t r a n s l a t e d every chap te r went t o the i l l u s t r i o u s a u t h o r w h o 
h o n o u r e d me b y g o i n g t h rough i t v e r y ca re fu l ly a n d w h e n I 
h a d the good for tune to meet h i m pe r sona l l y o n the c o m p l e 
t i o n o f the u n d e r t a k i n g , he o b l i g e d me b y s a y i n g t h a t he was 
sat isf ied w i t h the t r a n s l a t i o n a n d apprec i a t ed the h a r d l a b o u r 
i t e n t a i l e d . W o u l d t h a t S w a . Veer S a v a r k a r h a d been a l i v& 
t o d a y t o see t h i s E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n o f h i s b o o k i n p r i n t ! 

V e e r S a v a r k a r ' s book , "*in?ftq ^fafRRnoT g f l is a 
c o m m e n t a r y — n o t a h i s t o r y i n i t s academic sense—on t h e 
s ign i f i can t events a n d p e r i o d s i n ou r n a t i o n a l l i f e , t a k i n g a. 
b r o a d su rvey o f the g r o w t h a n d s u r v i v a l o f our H i n d u race . 
I n a w a y th i s a t t e m p t o f S a v a r k a r has been s ingu l a r , b a r r i n g 
a few honourab l e excep t ions . 

T h e genera l t r e n d o f the H i s t o r i e s , w r i t t e n , r ead a n d 
t a u g h t i n schools a n d colleges has been one o f e u l o g i z i n g the 
foreigners and dep reca t ing the H i n d u race , r e l y i n g w h o l l y o n 
the b iased records o f the fore ign h i s to r i ans a n d t rave l le rs , . 
A t t e m p t s are , h a p p i l y , be ing m a d e to r econs t ruc t a n d 
res ta te the h i s t o r y o f I n d i a f r o m the n a t i o n a l p o i n t o f view,^ 
u s ing to the u tmos t a l l a v a i l a b l e n a t i v e r ecords o f coins a n d 
i n s c r i p t i o n s a n d cover t a l l u s ions i n the o therwise n o n - h i s t o 
r i c a l w o r k s , s l e n d e r t h o u g h Ihey m a y be ; b u t t hey a re s t i l l 
s p o r a d i c a n d i so l a t ed , r e l a t i n g to t h i s o r t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 
phase o f I n d i a n H i s t o r y . T h i s v o l u m e presents ' S i x 
G l o r i o u s E p o c h s o f I n d i a n H i s t o r y ' s ince the b e g i n n i n g 
o f o u r recorded h i s t o r y i .e . f r o m the days o f Chandragup ta . 



M a u r y a t o the end o f the B r i t i s h d o m i n a n c e ove r I n d i a . 
H e n c e , l i k e i t s predecessor , ' T h e W a r of I n d i a n Independence 
•of 1857 ' , w h i c h g a l v a n i z e d the p u b l i c o p i n i o n a n d changed 
the w o r l d o u t l o o k on t h a t phase o f o u r n a t i o n a l l i fe , t h i s 
b o o k too i s v e r y l i k e l y t o s t a r t r e -o r i en t a t i on o f our h i s t o r i 
c a l concepts and the accep ted h i s t o r i c a l theor ies . A need 
for a n E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h i s b o o k was , therefore, so re ly 
f e l t w i t h a v i e w t o i n t r o d u c i n g i t t o the people w h o are 
u n a b l e to r e a d or u n d e r s t a n d M a r a t h i . 

A b o o k o f t h i s t y p e h a d t o be s u b s t a n t i a t e d w i t h p roo f s , 
e s p e c i a l l y w h e n i t was rep le te w i t h t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g — e v e n 
-at t imes shock ing—sta t emen t s a n d conc lus ions . B a s i c refer
ences were , therefore, a n u n a v o i d a b l e necess i ty ; b u t the 
au tho r , who h a d a l r e a d y crossed the ba r o f e i g h t y years , and 
whose p h y s i c a l a i l m e n t s h a d a l r eady created i n s u r m o u n t a b l e 
dif lScul t ies i n the v e r y w r i t i n g o f t h i s book , c o u l d no t be 
e x p e c t e d to s t a n d the r i g o u r o f p i n - p o i n t i n g his references, 
v o l u m i n o u s as t h e y were . I , therefore, h a d to shou lder t h a t 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . T h e appendage o f the b a s i c references to 
t h i s v o l u m e is thus m y h u m b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n . T h e y w i l l 
c l e a r l y show to the reader t h a t the facts men t ioned i n t h i s 
v o l u m e are f u l l y b a c k e d b y ev idence . T h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 
these facts a n d the conc lus ions d r a w n f r o m them, however , 
a r e the a u t h o r ' s s p e c i a l p r i v i l e g e s , i f o n l y t h e y obey the laws 
o f l o g i c a l r ea son ing . T h e chapte rs are n u m b e r e d s e r i a l l y f rom 
one to twen ty - th r ee . E a c h p a r a g r a p h is s e r i a l l y numbered 
a t the b e g i n n i n g , w h i l e the figures i n the b o d y o f the p a r a 
g r a p h s i n d i c a t e the reference n u m b e r . I n p r e p a r i n g the 
i n d e x , reference is made to the pa ragraphs a n d n o t to the 
pages. 

M y t h a n k s are due to m y son , S h r i P . S . G o d b o l e for 
g o i n g t h r o u g h the t y p e w r i t t e n sheets a n d p r e p a r i n g the 
I n d e x . I a m t h a n k f u l to S h r i B . D . V e l a n k a r , the A s i a t i c 
S o c i e t y o f B o m b a y a n d the U n i v e r s i t y o f B o m b a y for l i b r a r y 
f a c i l i t i e s . I a m a lso t h a n k f u l to the pub l i she r s who have 
b r o u g h t o u t t h i s b o o k . 

S. T. Godbole 
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7 
J Glorious Epoch 

C H A P T E R 1 

C H A N D R A G U P T A — C H A N A K Y A I 

1. A c c o r d i n g to m o d e r n h i s t o r i c a l research , the first 
phase o f the d a w n o f ou r n a t i o n a l l i fe da tes b a c k a l m o s t 
f r o m five t o t en t h o u s a n d years ago^. L i k e t h a t o f China , . 
B a b y l o n , Greece a n d other anc i en t n a t i o n s ou r anc ien t h i s 
t o r y , t o o , i s c l o t h e d i n the p o e t i c a l garb o f m y t h o l o g y . I t i s 
reple te w i t h anecdotes , f o l k - l o r e , a n d de i f i ca t ion o f n a t i o n a l 
heroes a n d heroines , a n d resor ts to s u p e r n a t u r a l a n d s y m b o l i c 
d e s c r i p t i o n . Y e t these anc i en t m y t h o l o g i e s (Puranas) o f ou r s 
are the p i l l a r s s u p p o r t i n g the edif ice o f ou r a n c i e n t h i s to ry* . 
J u s t as these ex tens ive P u r a n i c t ex t s o f ours are a m a g n i 
ficent t reasure o f our anc ien t l i t e r a tu r e , ou r knowledge , o u r 
g lo r ious deeds a n d o u r g r andeu r and w e a l t h , i n a s i m i l a r w a y 
t h e y are a vas t store-house o f the accounts o f ou r pas t , d e s u l 
t o r y , chao t i c , even a t t imes , ambiguous t h o u g h i t m a y be. 

2. O u r ' P u r a n a s , however , are n o t ' h i s t o r y ' pure a n d 
u n a d u l t e r a t e d ' . 

3 . H e n c e , I propose to set as ide the cons ide ra t i on o f 
the ' P a u r a n i c t i m e s ' i n the present con tex t . F o r the ' G l o r i o u s 

The number indicate reference to the book given in the Appendix. 
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E p o c h s ' , t h a t I a m g o i n g to refer to , a n d d i l a t e u p o n , be long 

no t so m u c h to the P a u r a n i c t i m e s , as to the h i s t o r i c pe r iods 

o f ou r n a t i o n a l l i fe . 

T H E B E G I N N I N G O F I N D I A N H I S T O R Y 

4. T h e m a i n c r i t e r i o n o f h i s t o r y is t h a t the da tes a n d 

p laces a n d desc r ip t ions o f events re fe r red to t he re in m u s t 

necessar i ly bear the s t a m p o f a u t h e n t i c i t y , a n d they s h o u l d 

be co r robo ra t ed , as far as poss ib le , b y fo re ign as w e l l as 

ind igenous ev idence . 

6. The account o f our pas t w h i c h f a i r l y s tands t h i s test 

begins a p p r o x i m a t e l y f rom the t i m e o f L o r d B u d d h a . H e n c e 

m a n y I n d i a n a n d W e s t e r n O r i e n t a l i s t s have accepted the 

B u d d h i s t p e r i o d as the beg inn ing o f I n d i a n h i s to ry* . T h e 

incessant a n d indefa t igab le labours o f these O r i e n t a l i s t s m a y 

i n fu ture i n c l u d e some o f the so -ca l l ed ' P a u r a n i c p e r i o d ' i n t o 

the h i s t o r i c a l one i f some new ev idence were to come to l i g h t . 

T i l l t hen a t leas t we h a v e to r e g a r d the B u d d h i s t i c p e r i o d as 

the s t a r t i n g p o i n t o f our h i s t o r y . 

6. A g a i n , i n respect o f e s t ab l i sh ing the a u t h e n t i c h i s t o r y 

o f a n y n a t i o n b e y o n d doub t , the c o n v i n c i n g references i n the 

c o n t e m p o r a r y l i t e r a t u r e o f o the r na t ions are r e a l l y i n v a l u 

ab le . The anc i en t p e r i o d o f ou r h i s t o r y w h i c h can be suppor 

t e d b y the n o w a v a i l a b l e , u n imp each ab l e ev idence i n the 

h i s t o r i c a l records o f coun t r i es o the r t h a n I n d i a is the one 

w h i c h begins r o u n d abou t the t imes o f E m p e r o r C h a n d r a g u p t a 

M o u r y a ^ . For, s ince the da t e o f A l e x a n d e r ' s so -ca l l ed i n v a s i o n 

of I n d i a numerous references to events i n I n d i a are to be 

f o u n d i n the h i s t o r i c a l accoun t s o f the Greek w r i t e r s a n d the 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e i r t r ave l s b y the Chinese t r ave l l e r s . 

7. W h a t s h o u l d be the c r i t e r i o n for d e t e r m i n i n g the 

G l o r i o u s E p o c h s , I a m g o i n g t o d iscuss here. F o r t h a t m a t t e r 

there are hun d reds o f g l o r i o u s epochs i n the h i s t o r y o f ou r 

n a t i o n w h i c h s t a n d the tests o f poet ic exuberance , m u s i c , 

prowess, affluence, the he igh t o f p h i l o s o p h y a n d d e p t h o f theo

l o g y and m a n y other c r i t e r i a . B u t b y the ' G l o r i o u s E p o c h ' 



3 ST GLORIOUS EPOCH 3 

T m e a n the one f rom the h i s t o r y o f t h a t w a r l i k e genera t ion 

•and the b r a v e leaders a n d successful w a r r i o r s w h o in sp i r e 

a n d l e a d i t on to a w a r o f l i b e r a t i o n i n order to free the i r 

n a t i o n f r o m the shackles o f fo re ign d o m i n a t i o n , whenever i t 

has the mi s fo r tune to f a l l a p r e y to such power fu l f a t a l 

aggress ion a n d to g r o v e l ab j ec t ly unde r i t , a n d w h o u l t i 

m a t e l y d r i v e away the enemy m a k i n g i t a n a b s o l u t e l y free 

a n d sove re ign n a t i o n . E v e r y n a t i o n ex to l s such epochs o f the 

w a r s o f independence w h i c h in f l i c t c ru sh ing defeats o n the 

enemy. T a k e for ins tance , the A m e r i c a n W a r of Indepen 

dence. T h e d a y on w h i c h A m e r i c a wrenched he r i ndepen

dence f r o m E n g l a n d , v a n q u i s h i n g her c o m p l e t e l y on the 

b a t t l e f i e l d , i s a red- le t t e r d a y i n the h i s t o r y o f A m e r i c a a n d 

is ce lebra ted l i k e a f e s t i v a l a l l ove r the c o u n t r y . T h e m o m e n t 

r e c o r d i n g th i s successful s t ruggle for f reedom is a c k n o w l e d g e d 

as a g lo r ious epoch i n the h i s t o r y o f A m e r i c a . 

G R E A T N A T I O N S A N D T H E C A L A M I T Y 

O F F O R E I G N D O M I N A T I O N 

8. M o r e o v e r , the b i r t h o f the U n i t e d S ta tes o f A m e r i c a , 

i s o n l y o f a recent da te . I n the v e r y shor t span o f her h i s t o r y 

i t i s n o t u n n a t u r a l t h a t o n l y one such t e r r i b l e c a l a m i t y befe l l 

l i e r a n d consequen t ly gave he r o n l y one g lo r ious occas ion to 

overcome i t . B u t the n a t i o n s l i k e C h i n a , B a b y l o n , Pe r s i a , 

E g y p t , anc ien t P e r u , anc i en t M e x i c o , Greece a n d R o m e a n d 

m a n y others , w h i c h can boast o f a h i s t o r y o f thousands o f 

years , n a t u r a l l y h a d m a n y occasions o f be ing overcome 

a n d oppressed b y m i g h t i e r fo re ign aggressors*. P r o m these 

mons t rous c a l a m i t i e s some o f these na t ions freed themselves 

aga in a n d aga in w i t h excep t iona l va lour , a n d h u m b l e d a n d 

r o u t e d the enemy. These n a t i o n s w i t h a l o n g t r a d i t i o n o f 

thousands o f yea r s are n a t u r a l l y p r o u d o f m a n y such g lo r ious 

m o m e n t s r e co rd ing t he i r s i g n a l v i c to r i e s over t h e i r enemies. 

T h e h i s t o r y o f I n d i a as compared w i t h t h a t o f other na t ions , 

has a cons is ten t a n d u n b r o k e n r e c o r d . M o s t o f the na t ions 

t h a t flourished s ide b y s ide w i t h her i n the pas t are uow 
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e x t i n c t a n d are remembered o n l y b y t h e i r names. C h i n a 

s tands t o d a y as a n o l d wi tness o f the greatness of I n d i a . 

9. B o t h C h i n a a n d I n d i a are v a s t count r ies a n d have 

m a i n t a i n e d t h e i r independence a n d power r i g h t f r o m t h e 

anc ien t d a y s . N o w o n d e r t h e y h a d t o face m a n y m o r e 

m o r t a l dangers o f fore ign d o m i n a t i o n t h a n t h e o the r s h o r t 

l i v e d na t ions . The u n e r r i n g whee l o f f o r t u n e affected t h e m 

too . J u s t as I n d i a was a t t a c k e d b y the Sakas , the H u n s , t h e 

M u g h a l s a n d o thers , so was C h i n a too a v i c t i m o f the i n v a s i o n s 

o f these a n d o ther a l i e n nat ions ' ' . She h a d to b u i l d the w o r l d -

famous C h i n a - w a l l a l l a r o u n d her t e r r i t o r y as a b u l w a r k 

aga ins t the H u n n i s h in roads . Never the les s the enemies d i d 

conquer C h i n a , somet imes b y c i r c u m v e n t i n g the great w a l l o r 

a t t imes c ross ing i t^ . M o s t l y o n l y i n pa r t s , b u t somet imes a t 

least , w h o l l y , C h i n a h a d to w r i t h e a n d s q u i r m unde r the y o k e 

o f fore ign d o m i n a t i o n ^ . Y e t e v e r y t i m e she c o u l d r e v i v e 

her s t r eng th a n d o v e r t h r o w the fo re ign aggress ion a n d r e g a i n 

her independence , a n d even t o d a y she is a n independen t a n d 

power fu l n a t i o n . T h i s i n i t s e l f i s a m a r v e l o f h i s t o r y . A n 

a p p r a i s a l o f I n d i a n h i s t o r y d e m a n d s the same c r i t e r i o n to be 

a d o p t e d . B u t spec i a l l y when our c o u n t r y was s m a r t i n g 

unde r the B r i t i s h sway , m a n y E n g l i s h w r i t e r s h a d so m u c h 

p e r v e r t e d the I n d i a n h i s t o r y a n d o b l i g e d t w o o r three genera

t i o n s o f I n d i a n s tudents i n t h e i r schools a n d colleges to l e a r n 

i t i n such a w a y , t ha t n o t o n l y the res t o f the w o r l d b u t 

even our o w n people were m i s l e d . A b s u r d a n d m a l i c i o u s s ta te

ments i m p l y i n g t h a t I n d i a as a n a t i o n has a l w a y s been u n d e r 

some fore ign ru le o r the o ther or t h a t I n d i a n h i s t o r y is a n 

u n b r o k e n c h a i n o f defeat af ter defeat o f the H i n d u s ^ " , h a v e 

been used l i k e cu r r ency a n d are accep ted b y our peop le w i t h 

o u t affront or r emons t rance or even a f o r m a l p ro tes t . T o 

refute these s t a t ement s i s essen t ia l n o t o n l y f r o m the p o i n t 

o f v i ew o f h o n o u r o f the n a t i o n b u t also for the sake o f 

h i s t o r i c a l t r u t h . Ef fo r t s be ing made b y o ther h i s t o r i a n s i n 

t h i s d i r e c t i o n have to be s u p p o r t e d , as f a r as poss ib le , b y 

p r o p a g a n d a . T h a t i n i t s e l f i s a n a t i o n a l d u t y . T h a t i s w h y 
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I have d e c i d e d here to descr ibe the h i s t o r i c a l a ch i evemen t s 

o f those genera t ions a n d o f t h e i r r ep resen ta t ive leaders w h o 

v a n q u i s h e d the aggressors f rom t i m e to t i m e a n d l i b e r a t e d 

t h e i r c o u n t r y . 

A L E X A N D E R ' S A G G R E S S I O N 

10. A l e x a n d e r ' s a t t a c k o n I n d i a is the first w e l l - k n o w n 

f o r e i g n i n v a s i o n d u r i n g the anc i en t p e r i o d o f I n d i a n h i s t o r y . 

I t t o o k p l ace i n 326 B . C . " , a p e r i o d o f h u m a n h i s t o r y w h e n 

the m o d e r n E u r o p e a n n a t i o n s l i k e E n g l a n d , F r a n c e , G e r m a n y 

^ n d o thers were no t even b o r n . T h e R o m a n E m p i r e h a d n o t 

^s y e t a n y f o u n d a t i o n l a i d for i t . I t was o n l y the G r e e k s 

w h o were r e s o u n d i n g the E u r o p e a n stage^*. S m a l l G r e e k 

•city-states r u l e d themselves i n d e p e n d e n t l y . O f these S p a r t a 

a n d A t h e n s were the m o s t p rog res s ive . B u t w h e n these s m a l l 

separa te c i ty - s t a t e s were i n v a d e d b y the r u l e r o f a vas t , 

w e l l - o r g a n i z e d , u n i t a r y a n d v e r y p o w e r f u l P e r s i a n empi re ,^ ' 

t h e y were unable t o face h i m successful ly . Those s m a l l 

•Greek r epub l i c s d i d t h e i r best to fight the enemy b a c k , b u t 

a l l t h e i r efforts p r o v e d f ru i t l ess before t h e v a s t ocean - l i ke 

P e r s i a n a rmies . N a t u r a l l y , the Greeks e a r n e s t l y t hough t o f 

effect ing a fu s ion o f a l l t h e i r separa ted s m a l l c i t y - s t a t e s i n t o 

•a, power fu l Greek K i n g d o m a n d f o r m i n g a u n i t e d f ron t . So 

P h i l i p , K i n g o f M a c e d o n i a , w h o was fired w i t h the same 

a m b i t i o n , conque red a l l those s m a l l G r e e k r e p u b l i c s " ; b u t 

he d i e d before he c o u l d deve lop t h e m i n t o a m i g h t y na t ion^^ . 

H o w e v e r , h is son w h o succeeded h i m to the t h rone , was m u c h 

m o r e a m b i t i o u s , more eager t o g a i n power t h a n h is fa ther 

w h o m he su rpassed i n valour^*. I t was A l e x a n d e r . H e i n s 

p i r e d the who le G r e e k C o m m u n i t y w i t h a sense o f s o l i d a r i t y 

a n d m i l i t a n t n a t i o n a l i s m . H e o rgan i sed an i n v i n c i b l e a r m y , 

a n d m a r c h e d o n the P e r s i a n E m p e r o r , D a r i u s , h imse l f , who 

h a d been the a r c h - e n e m y o f the Greeks^ ' . T h i s w e l l - o r g a n i s e d 

G r e e k a r m y s i m p l y rou t ed the v a s t b u t i l l - o r g a n i z e d P e r s i a n 

a r m y . A t the b a t t l e field o f A r b e l a (331 B . C . ) w h o l e o f the 

P e r s i a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n v i r t u a l l y collapsed^^. W i t h h i s v i c t o -



6 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORV 

r ious a r m y A l e x a n d e r m a r c h e d s t r a i g h t on to the P e r s i a n 

c a p i t a l a n d after c o n q u e r i n g i t he p r o c l a i m e d h i m s e l f the 

emperor o f t h a t country^*. T h i s unp receden ted success 

whe t t ed h i s lus t for conques ts . W i t h the G r e e k a n d P e r s i a n 

empires a t h is feet, the s k y seemed to h i m w e l l w i t h i n his-

l i m i t . H e was i n t o x i c a t e d w i t h the w i l d a m b i t i o n to conquer 

the whole w o r l d a n d therefore he p l a n n e d to inv j ide I n d i a , o f 

w h i c h the Greeks h a d been h e a r i n g so m u c h for genera t ions 

together . H e t h o u g h t he w o u l d r u n o v e r I n d i a as ea s i ly as he^ 

h a d crushed the P e r s i a n as w e l l as the anc ien t B a b y l o n i a n 

empi re . I n o rder to execute th i s d a r i n g p l a n he f o r m e d a new 

power fu l a r m y w i t h the p i c k o f h i s G r e e k so ld ie r s , f u l l o f 

y o u t h f u l en thus iasm a n d e q u i p p e d i t w i t h g l i t t e r i n g -weapons. 

T h i s a r m y consis ted o f one h u n d r e d a n d t w e n t y t h o u s a n d 

foot-soldiers a n d a c a v a l r y fifteen t h o u s a n d strong*". These-

b rave soldiers , m a d w i t h v i c t o r y after v i c t o r y , h a d been so-

m u c h impressed b y the u n b r o k e n c h a i n o f A l e x a n d e r ' s c o n 

quests t h a t t h e y l ooked u p o n th i s great gene ra l a n d e m p e r o r 

as a d i v i n e b e i n g . A l e x a n d e r h i m s e l f began to pose as the s o n 

of the Greek G o d , Zeus^^. 

G E O G R A P H I C A L D I M E N S I O N S O F I N D I A 

11. I n those days , some two t h o u s a n d a n d five h u n d r e d 

years ago, the I n d i a n c o m m u n i t y a n d I n d i a n W n g d o m s h a d 

sp read far b e y o n d the I n d u s , r i g h t up to the b o u n d a r y o f 

P e r s i a . T h e m o u n t a i n range k n o w n t o d a y as the H i n d u k u s h 

was a t t h a t t ime c a l l e d Paropnisus**, b y the G r e e k s . M o d e r n 

A f g h a n i s t a n was c a l l e d G a n d h a r , k n o w n i n I n d i a n t r a d i t i o n 

b y the name, Ahiganas than*^ , w h i l e the r i v e r K a b u l has been 

c a l l e d K u b h a i n our anc ien t l i terature**. T h r o u g h o u t the 

whole reg ion up to the H i n d u k u s h m o u n t a i n , r u l e d peacefu l ly 

v a r i o u s states, some s m a l l , others large*^. R i g h t f r o m these 

I n d i a n states, a l l a l o n g the b a n k s o f the I n d u s , s t r a i g h t u p 

to the p lace where i t leaps i n t o the sea, was a l o n g a n d u n 

b r o k e n c h a i n of I n d i a n states w h i c h s t r i c t l y f o l l o w e d t h e 

V e d i c r e l i g i o n . M o s t o f t h e m -were republics*" a n d were t h e n 
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c a l l e d ' G a n a s ' o r ' G a n a r a j y a s ' . T h e i r c o n s t i t u t i o n was essen

t i a l l y d e m o c r a t i c . The re were o n l y t w o o r th ree monarch ies 

w o r t h the n a m e , one o f w h i c h the b igges t a n d s t ronges t , was 

r u l e d b y a P o u r a v K i n g , w h o m the G r e e k s c a l l e d Porus* ' . 

D R . J A Y A S W A L ' S H I N D U P O L I T Y ' 

12. D r . J a y a s w a l , one o f the p r o m i n e n t m e m b e r s o f the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y , ' A b h i n a v a B h a r a t ' , d u r i n g the c r i t i c a l 

yea r s o f 1907-1910, a n d l a t e r o n a wor ld - f amous O r i e n t a l i s t , 

has g i v e n , af ter a c r i t i c a l research, a v e r y d e t a i l e d accoun t o f 

the different ' B h a r a t e e y a G a n a s ' sp r ead a l o n g b o t h the b a n k s 

o f the I n d u s r i g h t u p to i t s confluence w i t h t h e sea. 

13 . A c c o r d i n g t o G r e e k m y t h o l o g i e s , t h e y seem t o have 

b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e i r ancestors h a d m i g r a t e d as a separate 

b r a n c h of the o r i g i n a l A r y a n S t o c k f r o m the G a n d h a r a n d 

o ther reg ions b e y o n d the Indus**. W h e n A l e x a n d e r ' s forces 

en te red the p r ec inc t s o f I n d i a t h e y a c c i d e n t a l l y came across a 

s m a l l c o m m u n i t y o f people w h o c a l l e d themselves the o r i g i n a l 

Greeks* ' . T h e y h a d been c o m p l e t e l y m e r g e d w i t h the I n d i a n s , 

b u t as soon as t h e y saw t h i s G r e e k a r m y t h e y a v o w e d t h a t 

t h e y were the anc ien t b r e t h r e n o f those Greeks'**. A l e x a n d e r , 

too , was l e d to be l i eve t h a t I n d i a m u s t be t h e o r i g i n a l abode 

o f h is ances tors . H e a n d h i s whole a r m y were so m u c h de

l i g h t e d a t the s igh t o f t h i s , t he i r an t i que f a the r l and , t h a t 

t h e y s t o p p e d fighting for some d a y s a n d ce lebra ted a grea t 

f e s t i v a l . T h e Greeks p e r f o r m e d a sacr i f ice a n d offered 

o b l a t i o n s to p r o p i t i a t e t h e i r G r e e k de i t i es ' ^ . 

14. T h e G r e e k Gods resembled the V e d i c ones v e r y 

c lose ly . T h e i r names h a d undergone changes i n p r o n u n c i a 

t i o n b y c o r r u p t i o n i n course o f t i m e . T h e Greeks too per for 

m e d sacrifices as the I n d o - A r y a n s d i d , a n d offered ob la t i ons 

t h r o u g h the fire t o t h e i r v a r i o u s de i t ies '* . T h e y were a lso 

c a l l e d l o n i a n s . 

I O N I A N ' A N D Y A V A N ' 

15. I t i s l i k e l y t h a t these Greeks were the descendants 
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o f A n u , the son o f Y a y a t i ? One wonders i f A n w a y a n was 

l a t e r o n c o r r u p t e d to I n d i a n . T h i s b i t o f a guess m u s t , h o w 

ever, be lef t t o the research scho la r s . T h e fact r emains t h a t 

the I n d i a n s c a l l e d these Greeks ' Y a v a n a s ' f r o m the v e r y 

beg inn ing , as i s seen f rom the S a n s k r i t l i t e r a t u r e ' * . I t is f r o m 

the Greek w o r d ' l o n i a n s ' t h a t t h e y came to be c a l l e d ' Y a v a n s ' 

o r ' Y o n s ' i n I n d i a . 

B U D D H A N O T H E A R D O F F R O M G A N D H A R -

P A N C H A N A D T O S I N D H 

16. One more fact deserves m e n t i o n here. T h e con tem

p o r a r y Greek wr i t e r s have g i v e n i n t h e i r b o o k s d e t a i l e d 

desc r ip t ions o f the v a r i e d l i fe o f the peop le f rom those pa r t s 

o f I n d i a where A l e x a n d e r m o v e d — f r o m G a n d h a r to P a n c h a n a d 

(the Punjab) a n d thence a long b o t h the b a n k s o f the I n d u s t o 

the v e r y p lace where i t flows i n t o the sea. B u t t h r o u g h o u t 

a l l these de sc r ip t i ons n o t a s ing le reference to e i t h e r L o r d 

B u d d h a or the B u d d h i s t i c cu l t o r sect can be f o u n d , whereas 

there are numerous references t o the V e d i c H i n d u s ' * . F r o m 

t h i s a n d , o f course, f r o m o ther c o n t e m p o r a r y references i t i s 

qu i t e c lear t h a t at leas t t i l l t h a t t i m e the Buddh i s t ; sec t was 

qu i t e u n k n o w n b e y o n d the S h a t a d r u (Sutlej) r i v e r . I t means 

t ha t for about t w o h u n d r e d a n d fifty t o three h u n d r e d yea r s 

after the dea th o f the B u d d h a the B u d d h i s t c u l t sp read here 

a n d there r o u n d abou t M a g a d h a a n d n o t fa r ther off, a fact 

w h i c h deserves spec ia l no t i ce for the p rope r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 

subsequent h i s t o r y ' * " . 

A G R E E K M E A N S A Y A V A N ! 

17. O u r c o n t e m p o r a r y I n d i a n ances tors c a l l e d these 

aggress ive Greek foreigners , w h o professed a s l i g h t l y a l i e n 

r e l i g i o n , ' Y a v a n s ' . B u t t h a t i s n o t the r eason w h y we s h o u l d 

c a l l a l l fo re ign aggressors ' Y a v a n s ' . I t is o b v i o u s l y a m i s 

t a k e . E s p e c i a l l y w h e n ou r peop le began t o ca l l . t he M u s l i m s 

' Y a v a n s ' , t h e y r e a l l y c o m m i t t e d a b lunde r . A l t h o u g h the 

G r e e k s were aggressors a n d foreigners , they were , c o m p a r a -
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t i v e l y s p e a k i n g , cons ide red to be p a r t i c u l a r l y d e v o t e d to 

l e a r n i n g a n d h i g h l y c u l t u r e d a n d c i v i l i z e d a c c o r d i n g t o the 

s t anda rds o f the t ime . T h e M u s l i m hordes t h a t i n v a d e d I n d i a , 

cen tur ies a f te rwards , were h i g h l y f a n a t i c a l , d i a b o l i c a n d r u t h 

l e s s ly d e s t r u c t i v e . I t w o u l d have been i n the fitness o f t h ings 

t o c a l l t h e m ' M u s s a l m a n s ' i n v i e w o f t h e i r d e m o n i c na tu re . 

T o c a l l t h e m ' Y a v a n s , i s d o u b l y w r o n g i n as m u c h as i t u n 

d u l y flatters t h e m a n d does a v e r y grea t in jus t i ce to the w o r d 

' Y a v a n ' i t se l f . T h e M u s s a l m a n s m a y be c a l l e d ' M l e n c h h a s ' , 

mot ' Y a v a n s ' . 

A L E X A N D E R A N D S T U P I D M U S L I M S 

18. A s t u p i d n o t i o n c o m m o n amongs t mos t o f the M u s 

l i m s is w o r t h a m e n t i o n here. T h e name ' A l e x a n d e r ' was 

•corrupted i n t o ' S h i k a n d a r ' i n the P e r s i a n language . So l o n g 

as the G r e e k e m p i r e h a d P e r s i a u n d e r i t s s w a y m a n y o f the 

P e r s i a n peop le h i g h l y impressed b y the unpreceden ted v a l o u r 

•of A l e x a n d e r n a m e d t h e i r n e w - b o r n sons S h i k a n d a r . L a t e r 

on even af ter the Pe r s i ans were c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m t h i s 

p r a c t i c e o f n a m i n g the i r c h i l d r e n ' S h i k a n d a r ' pe r s i s t ed . 

T h e M u s l i m conve r t s i n I n d i a a d o p t e d t h a t p r a c t i c e . B u t 

i g n o r a n t o f the h i s t o r i c a l o r i g i n o f the w o r d ' S h i k a n d a r ' 

t housands o f M u s l i m s i n I n d i a f o n d l y be l i eve tha t , l i k e 

M o h a m m a d A l i , K a s i m a n d others , the name S h i k a n d a r is a 

^Mus l im name; a n d ( that v a l i a n t A l e x a n d e r m u s t be some M u s 

l i m p e r s o n a l i t y ) . N a y , he c o u l d be so v e r y v a l i a n t and a w o r l d 

•conqueror s i m p l y because he was a M u s l i m . I f a n y one t r ies 

to conv ince these fana t ics , v u l g a r a n d v a i n - g l o r i o u s M u s l i m s 

t h a t ' S h i k a n d a r ( A l e x a n d e r ) was n o t a M u s l i m , t h a t he c o u l d 

neve r be one, as M o h a m m e d P a i g h a m b e r , the founder o f the 

M u s l i m r e l i g i o n , was h i m s e l f b o r n n o t less t h a n a t h o u s a n d 

years after the d e a t h o f S h i k a n d a r , these, d i e - h a r d M u s l i m s , 

w o u l d c a l l t h a t pe r son u n - i n f o r m e d . 

19. T h e eas te rn b o u n d a r y o f A l e x a n d e r ' s empi re a t 

t h a t t i m e was the H i n d u k u s h m o u n t a i n s . A f t e r h a v i n g 

•crossed these m o u n t a i n s he m a r c h e d w i t h h i s vas t a rmies 
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St ra igh t to T a x i l a i n I n d i a T h e K i n g o f T a x i l a , K i n g A m b u j 

( A m b h i ) accepted h i s o v e r l o r d s h i p w i t h o u t g i v i n g h i m a n y 

battle'®. Some Greek w r i t e r s assert t h a t t h i s v e r y K i n g o f 

T a x i l a h a d i n v i t e d A l e x a n d e r i n o rde r to p u t d o w n his r i v a l , 

K i n g Porus '*" . I f t h a t i s so, A m b h i h a d qu i t e n a t u r a l l y t o 

p a y for h i s t r eache ry b y h i s w i l l i n g , t h o u g h ab jec t submis s ion 

t o the Greeks . 

U N I V E R S I T Y IN T A X I L A A N D A 
S T R A N G E C O I N C I D E N C E 

20. T a x i l a was the seat o f the mos t famous I n d i a n 

U n i v e r s i t y o f the t i m e , where s tudents f rom different coun t 

ries came to s t u d y v a r i o u s sciences a n d a r t s . E v e n the Pr inces , 

o f different states came there, l ea rn t p o l i t i c a l sc ience a n d got 

lessons i n the a r t o f governance , warfare a n d s t r i c t l y obse rved 

the rules o f d i s c i p l i n e p r e v a l e n t t h e r e ' ' . 

21 . B y some s t range co inc idence , jus t w h e n A l e x a n d e r 

was m a r c h i n g a t the head o f h is a r m y i n t o I n d i a , af ter r educ

i n g T a x i l a , a b r i l l i a n t y o u t h , w h o , a l i t t l e l a t e r , was de s t i ned 

to carve a g lo r ious page i n the h i s t o r y o f I n d i a was l e a r n i n g 

the sciences o f war a n d p o l i t i c s i n the same U n i v e r s i t y o f 

T a x i l a ' 8 . H e was ca l l ed C h a n d r a g u p t a . T h e o l d teacher who 

was we l l -ve r sed i n different lores o f the t i m e a n d was also an 

a s tu t e p o l i t i c i a n a n d was g i v i n g lessons i n p o l i t i c s a n d n a 

t i o n a l r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t i e s to t h i s s p l e n d i d y o u t h under 

the p o r t a l s o f the same U n i v e r s i t y , was C h a n a k y a ' * . 

22. B u t i n the confus ion w r o u g h t b y t h i s i n v a s i o n o f 

A l e x a n d e r these t w o e x c e p t i o n a l l y g i f t ed pe r sona l i t i e s h a d 

no t ye t a t t r a c t e d p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n to themselves . B o t h o f 

t h e m h a d been w a t c h i n g v e r y c lose ly the movemen t s o f A l e x 

ander 's vas t forces. A l e x a n d e r h a d , as i t were , p u t a l l the 

crowns a n d coronets o f K i n g s , a n d k i n g s o f k i n g s a n d o f a l l 

the s m a l l R a v ' s a n d R a v a l ' s , i n to a m e l t i n g p o t a n d forged 

a s ingle c r o w n to p r o c l a i m h i m s e l f the E m p e r o r o f I n d i a ; 

w h i l e the o l d sage, A c h a r y a C h a n a k y a , was sec re t ly p l a n n i n g 
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an easy t r ans fe r o f t ha t cove tab le c r o w n to h is y o u n g 

d i s c i p l e ' s head b y means o f a coup d'etat. 

W A R W I T H P O R U S 

2 3 . T h e k i n g o f T a x i l a , A m b u j or A m b h i h a d , as a l r e a d y 

s a i d , bowed d o w n to the G r e e k m i g h t w i t h o u t fighting a 

s ing le b a t t l e , a n d therefore e v e r y b o d y began to jeer a t h i s 

t r eacherous ac t , as i t h u m i l i a t e d the b r a v e r sp i r i t s . I n 

o rde r to coun te rac t i t , the ne ighbou r ing I n d i a n monarch ies 

a n d r epub l i c s d e c i d e d to force a b i t t e r s t ruggle on the Greeks . 

I t i s r e a l l y un fo r tuna te t h a t these v a r i o u s independen t 

I n d i a n s ta tes d i d no t t h i n k of m a k i n g i t a c o m m o n cause, o r 

pe rhaps h a d no t i m e to do i t . A s soon as he reached T a x i l a , . 

A l e x a n d e r w i t h o u t a n y loss o f t i m e , sent u l t i m a t u m , to a l l 

t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g I n d i a n states, d e m a n d i n g u n c o n d i t i o n a l 

sur render , a n d w h e n T a x i l a ' s v e r y nex t n e i g h b o u r . K i n g 

P o r u s , i g n o r e d h i s u l t i m a t u m a n d t o o k u p the chal lenge, t h e 

G r e e k cap t a in -gene ra l mac rhed o n him*". 

24. K i n g P o r u s m a i n l y depended o n h i s w a r - c h a r i o t s 

a n d e l ephan t s , whereas the Greeks r e l i e d u p o n t h e i r c a v a l r y 

b r igades . T h e r i v e r V i t a s t a ( Jhe lum) sepa ra ted the t w o 

a rmie s . A l l o f a s u d d e n , even before the t w o armies j o i n e d 

b a t t l e , t o r r e n t i a l r a ins ove r f lowing the r i v e r w i t h h i g h floods 

b e g a n to a s sa i l t h e m a l l r o u n d . A l e x a n d e r searched h i g h 

a n d l o w a n d i n a few days f o u n d to the n o r t h a p lace where 

the r i v e r was fo rdab le . W i t h p r e c i p i t a t e has te , he crossed 

the r i v e r a n d w i t h his fine c a v a l r y , dashed aga in s t the forces 

o f K i n g P o r u s " . T h i s d i s t u r b e d the whole p l a n o f P o r u s ; 

s t i l l he fough t on a f ierce ba t t l e . B u t the r a i n s h a d t u r n e d 

t h e field m u d d y ^^o, r e n d e r i n g u t t e r l y useless P o r u s ' s t w o 

grea t i n s t r u m e n t s o f wa r , n a m e l y char io t s a n d e lephants . 

H e cou ld n o t , therefore , successfu l ly check the b r i s k a n d 

energet ic a t t a c k s o f A l e x a n d e r ' s horsemen. I n the t h i c k o f 

the ba t t l e , P o r u s seated on his e l ephan t a n d d e s p e r a t l y 

fighting, was g r i e v o u s l y wounded*^' ' a n d f e l l i n t o the h a n d s 

o f the enemy. Thus , p a r t l y because o f P o r u s ' s mis fo r tune a n d 



12 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY 

p a r t l y because o f A l e x a n d e r ' s m i l i t a r y s k i l l o n the ba t t l e 

field, the Greeks were c rowned w i t h success. 

V I C T O R Y — S H R E W D P O L I T I C A L S T R A T E G Y 

2 5 . W h e n P o r u s was t a k e n as a c a p t i v e before A l e x a n 

der , the l a t t e r a sked the I n d i a n K i n g , " H o w s h o u l d I t r ea t 

y o u ? " P o r u s p r o m p t l y r e p l i e d , ' l i k e a K i n g ' . T h i s a p t r e p l y 

has e v o k e d the comment of E u r o p e a n as w e l l as o u r o w n 

h i s to r i ans t h a t impressed b y t h i s b o l d r e p l y , A l e x a n d e r 

r e t u r n e d to P o r u s h i s t e r r i t o r y m a k i n g h i m a governor u n d e r 

h i m , i n s t ead o f p u t t i n g h i m to d e a t h " " . B u t t h i s i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n o f A l e x a n d e r ' s t r e a t m e n t o f P o r u s is wrong , a n d 

therefore, such p l a t i t u d e s s h o u l d be a v o i d e d i n s choo l t ex t 

b o o k s . 

26 . O b v i o u s l y , A l e x a n d e r was n o t l i k e the ar t less s i m p l e 

I n d i a n K i n g , H a r i s h c h a n d r a , w h o gave away h i s k i n g d o m i n 

h is w a k e f u l hours i n order to fu l f i l a p romise m a d e i n d r e a m . 

H e k n e w i f he k i l l e d P o r u s o r l i q u i d a t e d h i s k i n g d o m , p l a c i n g 

i n h is p l a c e some G r e e k S a t r a p , the h i g h m i n d e d people 

of the s ta te w o u l d be aflame w i t h rage a n d h a t r e d t o w a r d s 

the Greeks . N o w A l e x a n d e r w a n t e d t o fight h i s w a y a l l 

a l o n g to the ch ie f C a p i t a l o f I n d i a , n a m e l y P a t a l i p u t r a ! C o u l d 

he ever do so w i t h the sole s u p p o r t o f h i s own G r e e k a r m y ? 

O n the o the r h a n d , i t was far more p ro f i t ab le to w i n ove r 

P o r u s w i t h appa ren t m a g n a n i m i t y a n d k i ndnes s as he h a d 

done to k i n g A m b h i o f T a x i l a ( T a k s h a s h i l a ) a n d e n l i s t h is 

a c t i v e suppo r t i n o rder to f ac i l i t a t e the a c c o m p l i s h m e n t o f h is 

d a r i n g p l a n o f the conques t o f I n d i a . I t i s , therefore, n o t for 

the sake o f a p p r e c i a t i n g the b o l d re jo inder o f P o r u s b u t as 

a c lever p o l i t i c a l s t r a t egy , t h a t a r c h d i p l o m a t A l e x a n d e r 

r e t u r n e d to P o r u s h is K i n g d o m . H e even a n n e x e d the sma l l e r 

n e i g h b o u r i n g states, w h i c h he h a d conquered i m m e d i a t e l y 

before o r after his c lash w i t h P o r u s to the l a t t e r ' s k i n g d o m . 

H e h a d a p p o i n t e d h i m as h is S a t r a p (governor) o f t h i s v a s t 

I n d i a n province**. P o r u s too gave h is assent uo A l e x a n d e r ' s 

p roposa l s to s i m p l y w a i t for h i s t i m e for fo r tune h.ad p l a y e d 
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f o u l w i t h h i m . P o r u s h a d done h i s d u t y , as a K s h a t r i y a war 

r i o r w o u l d do , o f fighting t i l l the e n d aga ins t the enemy o f 

h is n a t i o n . I n fact cIRcT t^^^J^ ( B i d e the t ime!) is a 

v l u a b l e tenet i n p o l i t i c a l science. K n o w i n g tha t the s u b m i s 

s i o n of k i n g P o r u s was o n l y t i m e s e r v i n g , the I n d i a n p o p u 

lace also d i d n o t t a k e i t amiss . I t w i l l be s h o w n l a t e r how a t 

t h e o p p o r t u n e t i m e K i n g P o r u s (now S a t r a p Porus ) t u r n e d 

the tab les aga ins t A l e x a n d e r h imse l f . 

27. A f t e r the e n d o f the w a r w i t h P o r u s , A l e x a n d e r set 

h i m s e l f up to the t a s k o f s t a b i l i s i n g the n e w l y conquered 

n e i g h b o u r i n g s ta tes a n d began a careful s t u d y o f the l i f e o f 

the peop le there a n d i n the y o n d e r reg ions . Bes ides , to 

r e p l e n i s h h i s a r m y t h a t was d e p l e t e d i n numbers a n d energy 

because o f the incessant wars f rom the H i n d u k u s h to the 

P a n c h a n a d , A l e x a n d e r o rde red fresh reg iments o f forces f r o m 

h i s Sa t r aps i n B a b y l o n a n d Greece, a n d sent b a c k those o f 

h i s fighting forces w h o were w o u n d e d a n d rendered i n v a l i d 

a n d a lso those w h o were sh i rkers* ' . 

I N Q U I R Y O F T H E I N D I A N A S C E T I C S 

28 . T h e scouts w h o m A l e x a n d e r h a d sent r o u n d to-

s u r v e y the l o c a l c o n d i t i o n o f the peop le i n the sub juga ted 

as w e l l as non-sub juga ted p rov inces , b rough t , a m o n g o the r 

repor t s , d e t a i l e d desc r ip t ions o f the penance-groves i n the 

forests , a n d o f the asce t ics , anchor i t e s , recluses , freed f r o m 

o i l w o r l d l y bonds , w a n d e r i n g about a l l a lone i n search o f 

k n o w l e d g e a n d also o f those sages who were deep ly engrossed 

i n p h i l o s o p h i c a l t hough t . A l e x a n d e r h i m s e l f was f o n d o f 

l e a r n i n g a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l d i scuss ions , fo r he c a l l e d h i m s e l f 

the d i s c i p l e of the great ph i losopher , A r i s t o t l e . H e h a d 

a l r eady h e a r d m u c h i n Greece i t s e l f o f such ascet ics a n d o f 

austere B r a h m i n s . So he e a r n e s t l y d e s i r e d to see person

a l l y a t least some o f these austere B r a h m i n s i n I n d i a , who the 

Greeks c a l l e d ' G y m n o s o p h i s t s ' a n d have t a l k s w i t h t h e m . So -

he sent for some o f such he rmi t s f r o m t h e i r forest-abodes** 

a n d some he saw i n t h e i r sec luded ce l l s . T h e Greek wr i te r s . 
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themselves have g i v e n some i n t e r e s t i n g ta les abou t such 

occas ions . I w o u l d l i k e to c i te a t a l e o r two f r o m a m o n g 

those i n the words o f the Greek w r i t e r s themselves , so as to 

t h r o w some l i g h t o n the though t s a n d feel ings o f the Greeks 

a n d the i r leader, A l e x a n d e r . 

29 . " T h i s p h i l o s o p h e r ( K a l a n o s ) , we are t o l d , showed 

A l e x a n d e r a s y m b o l of h is empi re . H e t h r e w d o w n o n the 

g r o u n d a d r y a n d s h r i v e l l e d h i d e a n d p l a n t e d his foot o n the 

edge o f i t . B u t w h e n i t was t r o d d e n d o w n i n one p lace , i t 

s t a r t ed up everywhere else. H e t h e n w a l k e d a l l r o u n d i t 

a n d showed t h a t the same t h i n g t o o k p lace wherever he t r o d , 

u n t i l a t l e n g t h he s t epped i n t o the m i d d l e a n d b y d o i n g so 

m a d e i t a l l l i e flat. T h i s s y m b o l was i n t e n d e d to show 

A l e x a n d e r t h a t he s h o u l d con t ro l h i s empi re f r o m i t s centre 

a n d not w a n d e r a w a y to i t s d i s t a n t ext remit ies"*^. 

T H E C A N O N O F D A N D A M I S 

30. A l e x a n d e r k e e n l y fel t t h a t he s h o u l d send for a n d 

have a p e r s o n a l t a l k w i t h one B r a h m i n , o f w h o m he h a d 

h e a r d so m u c h i n T a x i l a (Takshasheela) . T h e Greeks c a l l e d 

th i s B r a h m i n 'Dandamis ' * " b u t I have n o t so far succeeded 

i n t r a c i n g d o w n his o r i g i n a l S a n s k r i t name. T h e B r a h m i n , bent 

w i t h age a n d knowledge , was free f r o m a l l w o r l d l y t ies a n d 

wande red n a k e d everywhere . H e d i d n o t p a y a n y heed to 

A l e x a n d e r ' s messages. T h e r e u p o n A l e x a n d e r sent h i s o w n offi

cer 'Ones ik re tos ' to th i s selfless recluse w h o t o l d h i m , " A l e x 

ander , the v e r y son o f G o d Zeus (Sansk: D y u s ) a n d a w o r l d -

conque ro r has summoned y o u t o h i s cour t . I f y o u s t i l l f a i l 

t o come, y o u w i l l be beheaded i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y . " T h e B r a h m i n 

began to l a u g h voc i f e rous ly a t t h i s t h r e a t a n d r e p l i e d , " I f 

A l e x a n d e r is the son o f Zeus; i n the same manner a n d for 

the same reason I a m also the son o f t h a t v e r y Zeus (Dyus ) . 

A s to h is boas t o f be ing a w o r l d - c o n q u e r o r , i t i s a b s o l u t e l y 

v a i n ! H e has not as y e t seen the o ther b a n k o f the r i v e r V y a s . 

I f he successful ly faces the b r a v e I n d i a n states b e y o n d a n d , 

y o n d e r s t i l l , the power fu l empi re o f M a g a d h a , a n d s t i l l 
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remcains a l i v e , we s h a l l have t i m e to consider whethere he is 

a wor ld - conque ro r . A l e x a n d e r offers me l a n d a n d g o l d , b u t go 

a n d t e l l h i m t h a t ascet ics l i k e me s p i t u p o n such th ings . T h i s 

m o t h e r - l a n d o f m i n e p r o v i d e s me w i t h e v e r y t h i n g I wan t , 

w i t h the l o v i n g care o f a r e a l mo the r . I f A l e x a n d e r is g o i n g 

to chop m y head off, t h e n m y head a n d b o d y w o u l d m i x up 

w i t h t h i s e a r t h o f w h i c h t hey are made , b u t he w o u l d never be 

ab le t o m u r d e r m y s o u l . I t i s i n v i n c i b l e , i n d e s t r u c t i b l e and 

i m m o r t a l . G o a n d t e l l h i m t h a t he s h o u l d issue these th rea t s 

to those w h o are s laves o f g o l d a n d power a n d are a f r a i d o f 

d e a t h . B e f o r e us these th rea t s o f a m o r t a l l i k e A l e x a n d e r 

f a l l flat a n d are power less ! F o r , a t rue asce t ic B r a h m i n c a n 

neve r be w o n ove r b y g o l d , no r does he ever fear d e a t h !! I 

w o n ' t come! G o a w a y . " 

3 1 . W e have q u o t e d o n l y some o f the sentences f rom 

the r e p l y o f D a n d a m i s to A l e x a n d e r . G r e e k wr i t e r s have 

g i v e n the f u l l t e x t o f h i s fearless a n d d i r ec t reply**". P l u t a r c h 

t o o , has m e n t i o n e d these t a l e s . Some wr i t e r s* ' a s tounded b y 

h i s d a u n t l e s s a n d s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d answer , have r e m a r k e d , 

" I f at a l l a n y o n e i n the w o r l d has so success fu l ly defied 

A l e x a n d e r , w h o h a d conquered so m a n y k i n g d o m s , i t was 

t h i s n a k e d , o l d B r a h m i n ascet ic o f I n d i a " * ' " . 

B R A H M I N S H A N G E D F O R P O L I T I C A L C O N S P I R A C Y 

32 . I n h i s s u r v e y A l e x a n d e r came to k n o w t h a t a l t h o u g h 

these wor ld - fo r sake r s , ascet ics , recluses a n d others were 

w a n d e r i n g a l l a l o n e , t he i r op in ions exe r t ed a power fu l i n f lu 

ence because o f t h e i r d is in teres tedness , fearlessness a n d the i r 

d i s r e g a r d for a n y consequences wha teve r , u p o n the g o v e r n 

men t s o f I n d i a n r epub l i c s a n d a lso on the monarch ie s . T h e 

tongues o f these free a n d fearless B r a h m i n ascet ics h a d 

sha rp edges l i k e the swords o f t h e I n d i a n K s h a t r i y a s a n d 

they p ro te s t ed aga ins t the un jus t G r e e k aggression v e r y 

s h a r p l y a n d sp read , o p e n l y or secre t ly , grea t d i scon ten t 

aga ins t A l e x a n d e r amongs t the I n d i a n p o p u l a c e . N a t u r a l l y 

h i s first a d o r a t i o n o f these ' G y m n o s o p h i s t s ' s u d d e n l y gave 
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p lace to h is intense h a t r e d aga ins t the B r a h m i n h e r m i t s . 

T h e r e u p o n he began to seize some such B r a h m i n s a n d h a n g 

them*8. Before behead ing one such B r a h m i n , w h e n A l e x a n 

der a s k e d h i m as to w h y he i n s t i g a t e d a c e r t a i n I n d i a n r u l e r 

aga in s t the Greeks , he fear less ly a n d firmly r e p l i e d t h a t i t 

was h is mos t sacred tene t a n d t h a t i f he were to l i v e , he 

ough t to l i v e h o n o u r a b l y , else he s h o u l d d ie h o n o u r a b l y . " 

( P l u t a r c h L X I V ) . 

33 . A f t e r de fea t ing K i n g P o r u s , A l e x a n d e r t hough t h i s 

d a z z l i n g v i c t o r y s h o u l d unnerve the n e i g h b o u r i n g s ta tes a n d 

force t h e m to s u b m i t m e e k l y , b u t h i s hopes i n t h i s respect 

m o s t l y b e l i e d h i m . A s he crossed the V i t a s t a ( Jhe lum) a n d 

marched o n w a r d , the v a r i o u s r epub l i c s , b i g o r s m a l l , o n h i s 

w a y began to offer s angu ina ry battles**. W i t h o u t a d e c i s i o n 

a t the ba t t l e f i e ld , t h e y w o u l d never accep t h i s o v e r l o r d s h i p 

m e e k l y . A l t h o u g h the super ior n u m b e r a n d m i g h t o f the Greeks 

wen t o n o v e r p o w e r i n g the I n d i a n s , the consequent s t r a i n o f 

incessant fighting d i d n o t f a i l to m a k e i t s e l f fe l t o n the Greeks . 

34. G r e e k wr i t e r s have desc r ibed m a n y such b a t t l e s 

w i t h v a r i o u s I n d i a n r e p u b l i c s , b u t t h i s i s no occas ion t o 

m e n t i o n t h e m e i ther a t some l e n g t h or br ie f ly . H o w e v e r , 

some o f the chosen i n c i d e n t s have go t to be g i v e n here 

a t some l e n g t h , a t least as a m a r k o f respect to those b r a v e 

I n d i a n r epub l i c s who , t h o u g h no t j o i n t l y y e t s e v e r a l l y , offered 

the toughes t o f resis tance to t h a t m i g h t y G r e e k a r m y o f a 

h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d g a l l a n t so ld ie rs a n d t h e i r b r a v e , w o r l d -

famous, cap ta in -genera l A l e x a n d e r , who h a d v o w e d p o m 

p o u s l y to t r a m p l e ove r the w h o l e o f I n d i a a n d conquer the 

C r o w n of Magadha . for h imself , a n d w h i c h finally fo rced h i m to 

s t r i k e a re t rea t h o m e w a r d f r o m t h e v e r y t h r e s h o l d o f I n d i a . 

R E P U B L I C S O F S A U B H O O T I S A N D K A T H A S 

35. T h e c o n s t i t u t i o n of b o t h these r e p u b l i c s w a s demo

c ra t i c . W r i t e s a G r e e k w r i t e r D iodoros ,^" ' t h e y were gover 

n e d b y l a w s i n the highest degree s a l u t a r y a n d t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 

s y s t e m was admirable '^"" . One s p e c i a l feature o f these 
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r epub l i c s was t h a t w i t h a v i e w t o p r o m o t i n g h e a l t h y , s t rong 

a n d handsome p rogeny , the p r o c r e a t i o n o f h u m a n species 

was n o t left to i n d i v i d u a l w h i m s a n d fancies, bu t was 

c o n t r o l l e d b y the s ta te . T h e y were v e r y f o n d o f p h y s i c a l 

beauty*'"'. H e n c e marr iages were a r r anged n o t w i t h a n eye 

o n t h e handsome d o w r y , bu t w i t h p r o p e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 

m u t u a l p h y s i c a l fitness, b e a u t y a n d h e a l t h , a n d the a b i l i t y 

o f the b r i d e a n d the b r i d e g r o o m to b r i n g f o r t h h e a l t h y a n d 

s t u r d y c h i l d r e n . E v e n w h i l e e l ec t ing t h e i r leaders , who were 

to gu ide the n a t i o n a n d bear the y o k e o f n a t i o n a l wel fa re , 

sufi"icient weightage was g i v e n to the cand ida te ' s b u i l d o f t h e 

b o d y a n d p h y s i c a l s t r eng th . T h e i r l a w s r e g a r d i n g the p r o p e r 

p r o d u c t i o n o f h u m a n species were so s t r i c t t h a t w i t h i n t h r e e 

m o n t h s o f t h e i r b i r t h c h i l d r e n were m e d i c a l l y e x a m i n e d b y 

the s ta te a u t h o r i t i e s , a n d i f a c h i l d were f o u n d w i t h some 

n a t i v e defect or to he suf fer ing f r o m some i n c u r a b l e disease 

o r de fo rmed , i t was i m m e d i a t e l y p u t to d e a t h under s t a t e 

orders w i t h o u t a n y mercy*"". 

3 5 - A . R e a d e r s o f h i s t o r y k n o w w e l l t h a t t h t R e p u b l i c 

o f S p a r t a h a d s i m i l a r l aws about heredity*^. 

36. T h o u g h not so v e r y s t r i c t a n d ru th less as the 

S a u b h o o t i s a n d the K a t h a s , there were o ther G a n a s o r 

r epub l i c s i n I n d i a w h o p a i d spec ia l a t t e n t i o n t o h e r e d i t y , 

a n d the b r i n g i n g f o r t h o f s t rong a n d handsome c h i l d r e n . 

T h e ' V r i s h n i s ' were also v e r y p a r t i c u l a r , f rom the anc ien t 

t imes , about the p h y s i c a l beau ty a n d s t r eng th o f t h e i r l e ad 

ers a n d s ta te off icials . The p h y s i c a l s t r eng th a n d beau ty 

o f t h e w o r l d - f a m o u s leader o f these V r i s h n i s , L o r d Shree 

K r i s h n a , has been i m m o r t a l i z e d . L o r d Shree K r i s h n a ' s sons , 

t o o , have been c r e d i t e d b y the Puranas** w i t h e x c e p t i o n a l 

beau ty . 

R E P U B L I C S U B S I S T I N G B Y A R M S 

37. A good m a n y repub l ics , i n the P a n c h a n a d (the P u n j a b ) 

a n d a l o n g b o t h t h e b a n k s o f the I n d u s , r i g h t up to i t s g rea t 

leap i n t o the sea, were sa id t o be l i v i n g o n weapons* ' . T h e 



18 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY 

most r e m a r k a b l e fact a b o u t t h e m was t h a t n o t o n l y the m e n 

b u t the w o m e n too i n those r epub l i c s , h a d necessa r i ly to 

undergo m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g so t h a t a t the t i m e o f wa r , l i t e r a l l y 

the w h o l e n a t i o n c o u l d be d r a f t e d for m i l i t a r y a c t i o n . 

A l t h o u g h different f r o m each o ther i n some p a r t i c u l a r 

respects, t he i r c o n s t i t u t i o n s , needless to say , were essen

t i a l l y democra t i c . W h e t h e r b i g o r s m a l l i n s ize, t h e y were 

a l l i ndependen t . 

T H E R E P U B L I C O F T H E Y O U D H E Y A S 

38. T h e R e p u b l i c o f the Y o u d h e y a s , sp read far a n d w i d e 

i n the f e r t i l e l a n d s to the sou th o f the r i v e r V y a s i n the 

P a n c h a n a d (the Pun jab ) , was the m o s t p r o m i n e n t o f t h e m a l l . 

I t was l o o k e d u p o n w i t h awe a n d respect b y e v e r y one 

because o f i t s v a l i a n t y o u t h s w h o a lways fought for t h e i r 

independence regardless o f t h e i r l i v e s . I t was t r u l y c a l l e d , b y 

t h e fore ign historians**, ' A n a t i o n i n a r m s ' . T h e y too h a d a 

l a w necess i ta t ing everyone be tween the ages o f 18 a n d 21 t o 

undergo sound m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g w h i c h k e p t n o t o n l y t he i r 

m a l e b u t even the female p o p u l a t i o n w e l l - e q u i p p e d w i t h 

a r m s . 

39 . O n seeing A l e x a n d e r m a r c h d o w n the V i t a s t a 

( Jhe lum) a n d the C h a n d r a b h a g a (Chenab) i n o rde r to cross 

the V y a s , af ter de fea t ing K i n g P o r u s , the a d j o i n i n g r epub l i c s 

a n d the h i l l t r ibes , the g a l l a n t Youdheyas**, who were to 

the sou th o f the r i v e r , s p u r n e d A l e x a n d e r ' s u l t i m a t u m o f 

abject su r render a n d b e g a n a l l - o u t p r epa ra t i ons for war . 

Y e t the so-ca l led E m p e r o r o f M a g a d h a , the c o w a r d l y 

D h a n a n a n d , was n o t roused f r o m his s tupor . T h a t l i l y - l i v e r e d 

c o w a r d does n o t seem to have sent a n y m i l i t a r y he lp to the 

g a l l a n t Y o u d h e y a s i n o rder to v a n q u i s h A l e x a n d e r a t the 

v e r y p o r t a l s o f I n d i a . Never the less , the Y o u d h e y a s go t 

r e a d y to face A l e x a n d e r , r e l y i n g o n n o t h i n g b u t t he i r o w n 

s t r e n g t h . 
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A L E X A N D E R ' S A R M Y S T R U C K W I T H T E R R O R 

40. W h e n A l e x a n d e r ' s a r m y came fighting to the b a n k s 

o f the r i v e r V y a s , af ter c ross ing the I n d u s , the V i t a s t a , a n d 

the C h a n d r a b h a g a , t h e y came t o k n o w t h a t b e y o n d t h a t 

r i v e r the d e m o c r a t i c Y o u d h e y a s h a d t a k e n arms to fight fo r 

t h e i r i ndependence aga in s t the G r e e k s . B e s i d e s , t hey l ea rn t 

abou t t h e i r b r a v e r y a n d a lso o f the fac t t h a t b e y o n d the 

Y o u d h e y a s m i g h t i e r I n d i a n s ta tes a long the banks o f the 

Ganges were m a k i n g r eady to fight w i t h t h e m . T h o u g h the 

G r e e k sold iers a l r e a d y spent a n d d i s g u s t e d w i t h unceas ing 

war fa re w i t h the I n d i a n s i n the P a n c h a n a d , da red n o t cross 

the V y a s a n d j o i n b a t t l e w i t h the courageous a n d d a r i n g 

I n d i a n states l i k e the Y o u d h e y a s a n d the others**. 

4 1 . B u t the l u s t for w a r a n d conques t o f t h e i r war -

i n t o x i c a t e d e n t e r p r i s i n g , a n d e x c e p t i o n a l l y courageous cap

t a in -gene ra l a n d emperor , A l e x a n d e r , was n o t quenched i n the 

leas t . H e p r o c l a i m e d , t h r o u g h o u t a l l the d i v i s i o n s o f h i s 

a r m y , h i s i m m u t a b l e dec i s ion to cross the V y a s , conquer the 

Y o u d h e y a s a n d m a r c h s t r a i g h t off to M a g a d h a . T h i s o b s t i 

na te d e c l a r a t i o n o f A l e x a n d e r roused a great furore a n d rage 

amongs t the a l r e a d y war -wea ry a r m y , even a m o n g s t the 

ve te rans ! T h e G r e e k sold iers s ec re t l y began to pass r e so lu 

t i o n s , g r o u p b y g r o u p , to refuse s t r a i g h t a w a y to go ahead . 

I n sp i t e o f the fac t t h a t t hey h a d been cons ide r ing A l e x a n d e r 

unconquerab le a n d the son of G o d Zeus , t hey were e x t r e m e l y 

d i s g u s t e d w i t h h is l u s t for power . N o sooner d i d A l e x a n d e r 

s m e l l o f t h i s d i s s a t i s f ac t i on amongs t h is so ld ie rs , he d e l i v e r e d 

a n i n s p i r i n g speech. 

A L E X A N D E R S S P E E C H T O H I S A R M Y * ' 

4 1 - A " O n seeing t h a t y o u , 0 M a c e d o n i a n s a n d a l l ies ! 

no longer fo l l ow me i n t o dangers w i t h y o u r w o n t e d a l a c r i t y . 

I have s u m m o n e d y o u to th i s a s sembly t h a t I m a y ei ther 

pe r suade y o u to go f a r the r o r to be p e r s u a d e d b y y o u t o 

t u r n b a c k i f we have d r i v e n the S c y t h i a n s b a c k i n t o t h e i r 

deser ts , a n d i f besides the I n d u s , H y d a s p e s , A k e s i n e s a n d 
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H y d r a o t e s flow t h r o u g h the t e r r i t o r i e s t h a t are ours , w h y 

s h o u l d y o u hes i ta te to pass the H y p h a s i s a l so ? A r e y o u 

a f r a i d ? 

4 1 - B " F o r m y p a r t , I t h i n k t h a t t o a m a n o f s p i r i t 

there is no o ther a i m a n d e n d o f h i s l abours excep t t h e 

labours themselves 

4 1 - C " B u t i f a n y one wishes to k n o w the l i m i t s o f t h e 

present warfare , l e t h i m u n d e r s t a n d t h a t the r i v e r Ganges 

a n d the E a s t e r n sea are n o w at no grea t d i s t ance off. 

4 1 - D " B u t i f we t u r n b a c k , m a n y w a r l i k e n a t i o n s 

e x t e n d i n g b e y o n d the H y p h a s i s t o E a s t e r n sea a n d m a n y 

others l y i n g n o r t h w a r d s be tween these a n d H y r k a n i a , t o say 

n o t h i n g o f t h e i r ne ighbours , the S c y t h i a n t r ibes , w i l l be le f t 

b e h i n d us u n c o n q u e r e d , so t h a t i f we t u r n b a c k , there is 

cause to fear lest the conque red n a t i o n s , as y e t w a v e r i n g 

i n t h e i r fidelity, m a y be i n s t i g a t e d t o r e v o l t b y those w h o 

are s t i l l i ndependen t . 0 M a c e d o n i a n s a n d a l l i e s ! g l o r y 

crowns the deeds o f those w h o expose themselves to t o i l s 

a n d dangers 

4 1 - E " S u c h o f y o u as w i s h to r e t u r n home I s h a l l send 

b a c k to y o u r o w n c o u n t r y , o r even m y s e l f w i l l l e a d y o u 

b a c k . " 

4 1 - F A c c o r d i n g to S m i t h , "he (A lexande r ) r ec i t ed t h e 

g lor ies o f t h e i r wondrous conquests f r o m H e l l e s p o n t t o 

H y p h a s i s , a n d p r o m i s e d t h e m the d o m i n i o n a n d r iches o f a l l 

A s i a . B u t g l o w i n g words f e l l o n u n w i l l i n g ears a n d were 

r ece ived w i t h p a i n f u l s i lence, w h i c h r e m a i n e d u n b r o k e n for a 

l o n g t i m e " ( P . 79). 

42 . B u t the effect o f b i s i n s p i r i n g speech was c o n t r a r y 

to h is expec ta t ions . A s i t was n o w a m p l y c lear f r om the 

v e r y l i p s o f A l e x a n d e r t h a t t h e y wou ld be r e q u i r e d to fight 

m o r e s angu ina ry wars o f a t t r i t i o n , t h e y were scared to the 

m a r r o w . D r . J a y s w a l wr i t e s i n h is Hindu Polity, " T h e G r e e k 

a r m y refused to m o v e an i nch f o r w a r d aga ins t the n a t i o n s 

whose v e r y name, a cco rd ing to A l e x a n d e r , s t r u c k h i s so ld ie r s 

w i t h t e r ro r"* ' . 
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43 . A l e x a n d e r was e x t r e m e l y enraged to see t h a t h is 

so ld iers d i sobeyed h i m b y f l a t l y refusing to cross the V y a s 

i n o rde r to save a l l fu r ther t roub le , because t hey were t ho 

r o u g h l y exhaus t ed and a f r a i d to f i g h t i m m e d i a t e l y w i t h o u t 

a n y rest**. B u t A l e x a n d e r was as c u n n i n g as he was b rave . 

A p p r e h e n d i n g danger, A l e x a n d e r re f ra ined f rom d o i n g a n y 

t h i n g rash i n a fit o f anger and s t r a i g h t a w a y w a l k e d off i n t o 

h i s t en t i n u t t e r despa i r . H e s t o p p e d t a l k i n g to a n y b o d y . 

H e d i d no t show h i m s e l f ou t s ide h is t en t for three consecu

t i v e days*". T h e n he t h o u g h t f u l l y h a t c h e d a new p l a n i n 

his m i n d . H e , thereaf ter , ga thered the whole o f the Greek 

a r m y a n d t o l d t h e m t h a t he h a d g i v e n up the p l a n o f cross

i n g the V y a s . H e s a i d , " I have now dec ided to go b a c k to 

G r e e c e " . T h i s s ta tement n a t u r a l l y e l a t ed the r a n k a n d file 

o f h i s a r m y . A l e x a n d e r t hen a sked , " B u t h o w are we to go 

b a c k ? I f we t u r n our b a c k s s t r a i g h t a w a y a n d go to Greece 

b y the same rou te as we came a l o n g , a l l th is I n d i a n t e r r i t o r y 

we have conquered w o u l d r ise i n r e v o l t , t h i n k i n g t h a t we 

are s t r i c k e n w i t h t e r ro r . So i n s t ead o f t u r n i n g our b a c k 

s t r a i g h t off t o w a r d s the l a n d route to Greece we s h o u l d 

bet ter go a l i t t l e o b l i q u e l y to the sea a l o n g the b a n k s o f the 

I n d u s a n d then r e t u r n t o P e r s i a a l o n g the sea-route. N e x t 

t i m e w h e n we s h a l l come a g a i n to I n d i a , we s h a l l conquer 

the I n d i a n states b e y o n d the Ganges a n d a c c o m p l i s h ou r 

conquest o f India"*"" . 

44 . T r u e i t i s t h a t A l e x a n d e r s a i d ' W h e n once aga in we 

s h a l l come to I n d i a ' — " B u t 0 G r e e k C a p t a i n Gene ra l , once 

a g a i n ! T r u l y ! B u t when ? L e t a lone the k i n g d o m s b e y o n d 

the Ganges b u t i f these v e r y states t h a t y o u have conque red 

t o d a y were to renounce the y o k e o f y o u r sovere ign ty a n d 

become indepeden t , t hen ? N a y , even before t h a t nex t t i m e 

y o u men t ioned , i f y o u y o u r s e l f were to be no more then . . . ? 

E v e n the race o f Zeus can succumb to the ravages o f t i m e , 

m a y i t t hen be long to Greece ! " 

45 . I f those I n d i a n G y m n o s o p h i s t s , ascet ics a n d recluses 

i a v e r i d i c u l e d A l e x a n d e r ' s t h r ea t o f coming back aga in 
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to I n d i a i n some such manne r , i t cou ld never have been o u t 

o f p l ace . 

A L E X A N D E R ' S R E T R E A T 

46. H o w e v e r l o u d l y a n d p o m p o u s l y A l e x a n d e r m i g h t 

have swaggered w i t h h i s m o u t h , the fac t r ema ins t h a t the 

Greek so ld ie rs t o o k a feght o f the Y o u d h e y a s a n d o thers 

bej 'ond the V y a s a n d hence A l e x a n d e r c o u l d n o t dare cross 

t h a t r i v e r ! I n d i a n v a l o u r h a d t a k e n the concei t ou t o f the 

h a u g h t y s p i r i t o f the a d v a n c i n g Greek a r m y , a n d so t h e y h a d 

t o s t r i k e a re t rea t . A l e x a n d e r d i d n o t r e t i r e w i l l i n g l y . T h e 

Greeks p r o v e d to be powerless before the I n d i a n s , and hence 

was th i s ignoble re t rea t ! T o h ide th i s s imple fact the Greek 

and E u r o p e a n h i s to r i ans w r i t e , ' ' H a d he bu t crossed the V y a s 

A l e x a n d e r w o u l d have defeated n o t o n l y the Y o u d h e y a s b u t 

the M a g a d h a empi re a l so . T h e Y o u d h e y a s a n d the M a g a d h a s 

h a d neve r a c t u a l l y defeated the G r e e k a r m y o f A l e x a n d e r o n 

the open b a t t l e f i e l d " . " These b o a s t f u l ' i f s ' a n d 'whens ' can 

be answered mos t a p t l y on b e h a l f o f the v a l o r o u s I n d i a n 

Y o u d h e y a s i n some such w a y : 

— K a l i d a s ' S h a k u n t a l a m , 

A c t 3 S h i o k a 1 

[ W h y fight w i t h an enemy who flees a w a y a t the mere 

t w a n g o f our bow] 

47 . A g a i n t h i s t y p i c a l i t c h o f the Greek a r m y for 

f i g h t i n g i n the open f i e l d was to be a l l a y e d for ever b y the 

I n d i a n m i l i t a r y s t r eng th a l i t t l e l a t e r ! Soon C h a n d r a g u p t a 

was to m a k e h is e n t r y o n the m i l i t a r y s tage o f I n d i a . W a i t 

a b i t , 0 y o u , reader ! 

A L E X A N D E R B U I L D S A P O W E R F U L N A V Y 

48. S o o n after h is re t rea t f r om the V y a s , A l e x a n d e r 

h a d f ive to s i x h u n d r e d war sh ips b u i l t i n o rde r t o m a k e h i s 

w a y to the sea a l o n g the course o f the Indus* ' . E m b a r k -
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i n g thousands o f h is w e l l - e q u i p p e d w a r r i o r s on these w a r 

sh ips , he began t o m a r c h off to the sea t h r o u g h the r i v e r . 

A b o u t the commencement o f t h i s voyage o f A l e x a n d e r a l o n g 

the waters o f the I n d u s , a r r i v e d the t w o fresh reg iments o f 

forces ordered f rom B a b y l o n a n d Greece*'" . N a t u r a l l y , 

the heretofore w a r - w e a r y a n d r ebe l l ious G r e e k so ld ie r s o f 

A l e x a n d e r were cheered up once more . 

49- B u t w h i l e A l e x a n d e r was m a k i n g h i s w a y t o w a r d s 

the sea af ter s t r i k i n g a n ' h o n o u r a b l e ' r e t r ea t f r o m the V y a s , 

a v e r y grea t p o l i t i c a l consp i r acy began t o shape i t s e l f mos t 

sec re t ly t h r o u g h o u t the G r e e k - t r o d d e n I n d i a n t e r r i t o r y 

f r o m t h e b a n k s o f the V y a s r i g h t u p to G a n d h a r . B u t o f 

t h a t c o n s p i r a c y we s h a l l have occas ion to speak i n a m o r e 

d e t a i l e d w a y a l i t t l e l a t e r . H e r e i t s h o u l d suffice t o say t h a t 

the I n d i a n r epub l i c s a long b o t h the banks o f the Indus , 

whe ther b i g o r s m a l l - m a d e l i g h t o f A l e x a n d e r ' s t h r ea t t o 

come aga in to conquer I n d i a as n o t h i n g more t h a n a p o m p o u s 

p o l i t i c a l s tun t , a n d p repa red g r i m l y to oppose h i s forces as 

severe ly a n d as s t u b b o r n l y as poss ib le . B u t alas ! i t was. 

a dec is ion t a k e n separa te ly b y each p a r t i c u l a r r e p u b l i c . I t 

was n o t a w e l l - o r g a n i z e d , u n i t e d effort, under a c en t r a l 

a u t h o r i t y to d e s t r o y the Greeks under A l e x a n d e r . H e n c e t h e 

same s t o r y o f G a n d h a r a n d P a n c h a n a d was repea ted here, a n d 

the w e l l o rgan ized a r m y o f A l e x a n d e r , w i t h i t s s u p e r i o r 

numbers , c o u l d successful ly f i g h t each I n d i a n r e p u b l i c a n d 

go ahead . E v e n i f these s t ray ba t t l e s w i t h v a r i o u s I n d i a n 

a rmies d i d no t f a i l to exhaus t a n d w e a k e n A l e x a n d e r ' s forces, 

s t i l l t h e y c o u l d no t c r u s h h i m c o m p l e t e l y . There were , o f 

course, some except ions to these sepa ra t i s t war-efforts . O f 

t h e m a t l e a s t t w o , w h i c h even the h o s t i l e G r e e k h i s t o r i a n s 

pra ise w h o l e - h e a r t e d l y a n d w h i c h gave such a severe b l o w t o 

A l e x a n d e r , deserve a b r i e f m e n t i o n here. 

T H E R E P U B L I C S O F T H E M A L A V A S 

A N D T H E S H U D R A K A S 

50. T h e t w o r epub l i c s l ed the i r separate l ives a l o n g t h e 
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b a n k s o f the I n d u s . B o t h were r i c h , b r ave democrac ies w i t h 

a h i g h sense o f h o n o u r . O f the two , M a l a v a r e p u b l i c was the 

more famous f rom the anc ien t t imes a n d was qu i te ex t ens ive . 

These t w o r epub l i c s h a d a t t imes been hos t i l e to each o ther . 

B u t w h e n they saw A l e x a n d e r ' s p o w e r f u l n a v y wen t o n defea

t i n g eve ry s ing le I n d i a n s ta te i n va r ious ba t t l e s a n d k e p t 

o n fo rg ing i t s w a y to the sea, the p o l i t i c a l leaders o f b o t h 

these repub l ics d e c i d e d t o correc t the m i s t a k e o f these 

severa l I n d i a n democracies w h i c h fought s i n g l y w i t h a v a s t l y 

super ior enemy, a m i s t a k e w h i c h was p r o v i n g f a t a l to t he i r 

w i d e r n a t i o n a l in te res t s . So , i n s t ead o f f i g h t i n g the G r e e k 

a r m y s i n g l y , t h e y dec ided to a m a l g a m a t e t he i r fighting forces 

u n d e r a u n i f i e d control**. N o t o n l y d i d t h e y un i t e t he i r m e n 

a t a rms bu t t hey i n t e r m a r r i e d i n o r d e r to b r i n g abou t p o l i t i 

c a l a n d soc i a l u n i t y a m o n g t h e m . F o r the i n t e r m i n g l i n g 

o f castes a n d b l o o d t h e y h a d a g rea t c o l l e c t i v e m a r r i a g e 

ceremony, w h e r e i n a t least a t h o u s a n d g i r l s f rom b o t h the 

' G a n a s ' ( republics) were i n t e r - m a r r i e d to the y o u t h s o f the 

other r e p u b l i c . 

51 . W h i l e t h i s u n i f i e d a r m y o f the M a l a v a - S h u d r a k 

republ ics was fighting t o o t h a n d n a i l w i t h the Greeks , A l e x a n 

der l a i d siege to one o f t he i r i m p o r t a n t c i t i e s . A l t h o u g h the 

name o f th i s c i t y cannot be a sce r t a ined p o s i t i v e l y , i t m u s t 

have been some c a p i t a l c i t y or one of s i m i l a r i m p o r t a n c e . A s 

th i s r e p u b l i c a n c i t y k e p t o n fighting d e s p e r a t e l y the G r e e k 

siege h a d to be p r o l o n g e d . The h a u g h t y A l e x a n d e r c o u l d n o t 

bear i t . H e t hough t o f o r d e r i n g the ladders to be p u t up o n the 

r ampar t s o f the enemy s t r o n g h o l d a n d c o m m a n d i n g h i s G r e e k 

o ld ie r s t o c l i m b t h e m up a n d s t r a i g h t a w a y s t o r m the c i t y . 

52. B u t the same sor t o f unres t a n d d isaf fec t ion 

aga ins t A l e x a n d e r began to be seen i n h is a r m y as was 

once exper ienced at the t i m e o f the c ross ing o f the V y a s . 

T h e Greek a r m y was a v o w e d l y w e n d i n g i ts w a y h o m e w a r d i n 

o rde r to a v o i d new wars . B u t a l l a l o n g the b a n k o f the I n d u s 

t hey h a d to f igh t fresh ba t t l e s . A n d they k n e w t h a t unless 

A l e x a n d e r gave up his aggressive designs ca l cu l a t ed to p a c i f y 
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i i s u n s a t i a b l e l u s t fo r conquests b r u t a l wars were u n a v o i d 

a b l e . Because o f t h i s b i t t e r w a r w i t h the M a l a v a - S h u d r a k 

•conabined forces, the G r e e k d i s con t en t reached the c l i m a x a n d 

the re were rebe l l ious whispers o p e n l y flouting A l e x a n d e r ' s 

•commands. 

5 2 - A ' W h e n the M a c e d o n i a n sold iers f o u n d t h a t t h e y 

i a d s t i l l o n h a n d a fresh war w h i c h the mos t w a r - l i k e 

n a t i o n s (lujjjS) w o u l d be t h e i r an tagonis t s , t h e y were s t r u c k 

w i t h unexpec ted t e r r o r and began aga in to u p b r a i d the K i n g 

i n the language o f s e d i t i o n . ( C u r t i u s B k . I X C h . I V as quo ted 

i n ' H i n d u P o l i t y ' ) {Mc Crindle I. L. by, Alexander P. 234). 

53 . S t i l l i n the e n d A l e x a n d e r p r o m u l g a t e d h i s c o m m a n d 

to h is so ld ie r s to c l i m b u p the l adde r s a n d leap s t r a igh t i n t o 

t h e enemy s t r o n g h o l d w h i c h v a l i a n t l y def ied the G r e e k siege. 

S e e i n g t h a t h is G r e e k so ld ie r s hes i t a t ed to u n d e r t a k e the 

' d a r i n g feat, t h a t e x c e p t i o n a l l y v a l i a n t c o m m a n d e r o f the 

'Greeks , the m i g h t y A l e x a n d e r , h i m s e l f began to c l i m b one o f 

the l adde r s p u t u p aga ins t the r a m p a r t s o f the s t r o n g h o l d . A t 

t h i s t h e who le M a c e d o n i a n a r m y was s u d d e n l y i n s p i r e d to do 

t h e g rea t deed , a n d a l l began to c l i m b i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y . Once 

a t t h e top o f the r a m p a r t s A l e x a n d e r s t r a i g h t a w a y j u m p e d 

d o w n i n the m i d s t o f the enemy a n d there ensued a hand- to -

h a n d fight be tween the I n d i a n a n d the G r e e k forces. 

A n d s u d d e n l y — 

54. A n d sudden ly a n I n d i a n w a r r i o r t o o k out an en

venomed a r r o w f r o m his sheath a n d a p p l i e d i t to h i s bow

s t r i n g a n d le t i t fly w i t h an u n m i s t a k a b l e a i m at the p l ace 

where A l e x a n d e r s tood edging on h i s wa r r i o r s , a n d s h i n i n g i n 

his g o l d e n helmet**. 

65 . I t was not an a r row, i i ; was i n fact I n d i a n revenge 

inca rna te . T o use the l ines o f poe t M o r o p a n t (wi th a s l i g h t 

v a r i a t i o n , o f course) we can say— 

(wi th apologies to M o r o p a n t !rRfm'^cr-^?Tf<T#) 
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A L E X A N D E R R O L L E D I N T O A P O O L O F B L O O D 

56. T h e shaft o f the I n d i a n w a r r i o r u n m i s t a k a b l y p ie rced 

the hea r t o f A l e x a n d e r , a n d s u d d e n l y the emperor r o l l e d 

d o w n unconscious**. A G r e e k so ld ie r i m m e d i a t e l y covered 

h i m w i t h h is s h i e l d . The re was a sudden hue a n d c r y i n the 

G r e e k r anks tha t A l e x a n d e r h a d been w o u n d e d , t h a t he h a d 

fa l l en unconsc ious . W i t h e x c e p t i o n a l d a r i n g the Greeks l i f t e d 

h i m f rom the p o o l o f b l o o d a n d ca r r i ed h i m safely to his 

camp . There w i t h great d i f f i cu l ty t h a t t e r r i b l e shaft o f the 

I n d i a n w a r r i o r was e x t r i c a t e d . T h e Greeks heaved a s igh ot 

r e l i e f w h e n after a l o n g t i m e o f p a t i e n t n u r s i n g , A l e x a n d e r 

g r a d u a l l y rega ined consciousness . I t t o o k severa l days for 

the w o u n d to h e a l up . D u r i n g a l l t h i s t i m e A l e x a n d e r was 

conf ined to b e d . 

57 . B u t everywhere , i n B a b y l o n a n d Greece, the news 

t h a t was r ece ived r e p o r t e d t h a t A l e x a n d e r was k i l l e d i n the 

w a r b y an I n d i a n arrow*' . Consequen t ly there were some 

u p r i s i n g s i n G a n d h a r a n d P e r s i a . B u t l a t e r on w h e n i t was 

k n o w n t h a t A l e x a n d e r was o n l y severe ly w o u n d e d a n d was 

n o w recover ing , the s i t u a t i o n came to n o r m a l c y . 

58 . N o w o n d e r wha t soever , i f the news o f A l e x a n d e r ' s 

h a v i n g f a i n t e d b y a bow-shot was greeted cheer fu l ly t h rough

ou t the M a l a v a - S h u d r a k r e p u b l i c . A l e x a n d e r was so m u c h 

puffed u p w i t h p r i d e w h e n K i n g P o u r a v (Poros) was w o u n d e d 

i n the b a t t l e , thao he c i r c u l a t e d a new c o i n w i t h a p i c t u r e 

s h o w i n g h i s f a l l s t a m p e d on i t . T h e co in is s t i l l to be seen 

as a m a r k o f h is v a n i t y * ' " . T h a t i n s u l t i n f l i c t ed o n I n d i a 

was f u l l y avenged b y the I n d i a n a r r o w w h i c h sent the G r e e k 

emperor r o l l i n g d o w n on the ba t t l e f i e ld i n poo l s o f b l o o d . 

T h e I o n i a n E m p e r o r , A l e x a n d e r , who u n j u s t i f i a b l y shed 

I n d i a n b l o o d , was made to a tone for i t p e r s o n a l l y b y the-

s h e d d i n g o f h i s b l o o d . 

59. The M a l a v a - S h u d r a k r e p u b l i c too s h o u l d have s t am

p e d on some go lden co in the p i c t u r e o f A l e x a n d e r f a l l en i n a 

p o o l o f b l o o d w i t h an a r r o w deep ly t h r u s t i n t o h is chest.. 

P o s s i b l y t h e y d i d . 
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60 . A c c o r d i n g to h i s c rue l m i l i t a r y code, he h a d been 

c r u e l l y c r u s h i n g d o w n the s tates w h i c h h a d opposed h i m . 

B u t whenever there appea red a n y foe w h o was e q u a l l y s t r o n g 

a n d w h o r e t a l i a t e d f u r i o u s l y , A l e x a n d e r h a d the c u n n i n g t o 

d i s semble n o b i l i t y a n d f rankness o f hear t . W h e n he recovered 

f r o m h i s w o u n d , he began to m a k e ove r tu re s o f peace to the 

commanders o f the M a l a v a - S h u d r a k a r m y ins t ead o f d i c t a t i n g 

h i s u s u a l a r rogan t terms*' . F o r cease-fire t a l k s a h u n d r e d 

rep resen ta t ives o f the j o i n t M a l a v a - S h u d r a k r e p u b l i c were 

e l ec t ed , a n d for t h e m A l e x a n d e r h e l d a g r a n d r e c e p t i o n 

ce remony i n h i s camp. D e t a i l e d a n d v e r y e n t e r t a i n i n g 

desc r ip t i ons o f th i s r e c e p t i o n are a v a i l a b l e i n the books 

o f G r e e k historians**. B u t for w a n t o f space we have to 

sa t i s fy ourse lves w i t h a b r i e f reference to i t . T h e h u n d r e d 

r ep re sen ta t i ves were , even a c c o r d i n g to the G r e e k s t andards , 

o f u n c o m m o n height , h e a v i l y b u i l t , h a v i n g handsome m u s c u l a r 

bod ies . T h e y were c l a d i n v a l u a b l e e m b r o i d e r e d clothes a n d 

h a d w o r n beau t i fu l o rnaments o f g o l d a n d pear l s a n d p r e c i o u s 

s tones . E v e r y o n e o f t h e m went to t h e G r e e k camp i n h i s 

w e l l - d e c o r a t e d a n d w e l l - e q u i p p e d g o l d e n c h a r i o t . T h e y h a d 

w i t h t h e m elephants , too , w i t h c o s t l y a n d b e a u t i f u l out f i t s . 

T h e G r e e k s h a d a l w a y s fe l t a spec i a l f a s c i n a t i o n fo r the 

e l ephan t s . 

6 1 . A l t h o u g h r a n k i n g i n h is m i n d was the fact t h a t 

these v e r y represen ta t ives o f the M a l a v a - S h u d r a k j o i n t 

r e p u b l i c h a d b rough t u p o n h i m , a l i t t l e w h i l e ago, a m o r t a l 

danger , A l e x a n d e r showed h i s m a g n a n i m i t y i n t ha t r ecep t ion 

ce remony a n d p a r a d e d h i s o w n i m p e r i a l sp lendour . F o r e v e r y 

one o f those h u n d r e d represen ta t ives there was a spec ia l 

go lden seat . T h e banque t w h i c h was g i v e n i n t he i r h o n o u r 

was a t t e n d e d w i t h c o s t l y wines a n d exce l len t s a v o u r y 

dishes**". T h e g r a n d b a n q u e t was f o l l o w e d b y v a r i o u s field 

games a n d t o u r n a m e n t s , m u s i c a n d d a n c i n g . I n the end, a 

t r e a t y was s igned b y the M a l a v a - S h u d r a k representa t ives a n d 

A l e x a n d e r ' * . 

62 . T h e d ive rgen t accoun t s g i v e n abou t th i s t r e a t y b y 
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v a r i o u s G r e e k w r i t e r s o f the t i m e h a v e a t least t h i s m u c h i n 

c o m m o n t o t e l l . T h e G r e e k s a n d the I n d i a n s h a d j o i n t l y 

a g r e e d to p u t a s top to t h e i r h o s t i l i t i e s a n d t h a t the M a l a v a -

S h u d r a k r e p u b l i c was n o t to cause a n y harassment to the 

r e t r ea t ing a r m y o f A l e x a n d e r w h i l e i t was p rog re s s ing on i t s 

w a y home a l o n g the I n d u s . O f these t w o v a l i a n t r e p u b l i c s , 

the M a l a v a s w i l l be re fe r red to l a t e r on w h e n , I s h a l l be des

c r i b i n g the wars w i t h the Sakas , the Y u e c h i s a n d other 

M l e n c h h a powers . T h e fac t t h a t t h i s M a l a v a r e p u b l i c h a d been 

p rospe rous a n d s t rong for m a n y centur ies to come, therefore, 

need no t be s p e c i a l l y p r o v e d . 

6 3 . E v e n the G r e e k wr i t e r s c o u l d no t he lp r eco rd ing 

some more acts o f v a l o u r d u r i n g the I n d i a n res is tance to the 

G r e e k onslaught , a l t h o u g h the de ta i l s o f the t i m e a n d p lace 

o f t h e i r happenings are no t a v a i l a b l e . T w o o f t h e m are c i t e d 

-here to serve as specimens. 

T H E T R E A C H E R O U S A T T A C K O F T H E 

G R E E K S O N M A S A G A T R I B E 

64. A t M a s a g a , A l e x a n d e r c a p t u r e d a s m a l l a r m e d 

c o m m u n i t y of seven t h o u s a n d , w h i c h i n c l u d e d severa l w o m e n . 

A l e x a n d e r p r o m i s e d them t h e i r l i ves on c o n d i t i o n t h a t t hey 

s h o u l d j o i n h is a r m y a n d fight w i t h his I n d i a n enemies, o r 

else, he t h r ea t ened t h e m w i t h who lesa l em an-s laughter . O r , 

as a t h i r d a l t e r n a t i v e , he s a id , he w o u l d c a r r y t h e m off as 

s l aves ! The leaders o f the c o m m u n i t y agreed to his first 

p r o p o s a l , b u t reques ted t h a t t hey s h o u l d be a l l o w e d one n i g h t 

for m u t u a l exchange o f v i ews . A l e x a n d e r agreed . There

u p o n these seven t h o u s a n d I n d i a n s m a r c h e d towards a h i l l 

some n ine mi l e s ahead o f the Greek C a m p . W r i t e s V i n c e n t 

S m i t h , ' T h e I n d i a n s b e i n g u n w i l l i n g to a i d the foreigners 

i n the sub juga t ion o f the i r c o u n t r y m e n des i red to evade the 

unwelcome obligation'™". So they dec ided to g ive the 

s l i p to the Greeks . B u t A l e x a n d e r came to k n o w o f the i r 

i n t e n t i o n . So wh i l e t hey were s leep ing for a l i t t l e rest , 

A l e x a n d e r f e l l u p o n t h e m a l l o f a sudden w i t h his huge a r m y 
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a n d began to cut d o w n eve ryone . The re was a g rea t h a v o c 
amongs t those I n d i a n s . B u t w i t h i n a s h o r t t i m e t h e y d r e w 
u p t h e i r swords a n d o the r weapons . T h e y m a d e a h o l l o w 
c i r c u l a r f o r m a t i o n , g a t h e r i n g the w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n i n s i d e 
i t , a n d faced the G r e e k a t t a c k mos t h e r o i c a l l y . A good 
m a n y w o m e n also were f o u n d despe ra t e ly fighting w i t h the 
foe. T i l l a l m o s t a l l o f t h e m were k i l l e d t h e y k e p t o n fighting 
for the f reedom o f t h e i r n a t i o n . 

6 4 - A . " T h e g a l l a n t defenders me t a g lo r ious d e a t h 
w h i c h t h e y w o u l d have d i s c l a i m e d to exchange for a l i fe w i t h 
d i s h o n o u r . " Early History of India, b y V i n c e n t S m i t h 1924,. 
P a g e 59) 

T H E A G R A S H R E N I S 

6 5 . T h i s l i t t l e I n d i a n r e p u b l i c o f the A g r a s h r e n i s too , 
i n s t e a d o f s u r r e n d e r i n g , fought to the l a s t w i t h the v a s t 
G r e e k n a v y o f A l e x a n d e r as i t was m a k i n g i t s h e a d w a y to the 
sea t h r o u g h the course o f the I n d u s . W h e n the G r e e k s a t t a c k e d 
t h e i r v e r y c a p i t a l these b r a v e I n d i a n w a r r i o r s erected 
b l o c k a d e s a n d ba r r i cades a t different i n t e r v a l s a n d fought 
e v e r y i n c h of t he i r g r o u n d so t e n a c i o u s l y t h a t A l e x a n d e r 
c o u l d no t enter the c i t y before he h a d sacr i f iced m a n y Greek 
l i v e s . A c c o r d i n g t o C u r t i u s , " " w h e n those b rave fe l lows c o u l d 
n o t f u r t h e r res i s t the odds , t h e y (the A g r a s h r e n i s ) set t h e i r 
houses on fire a n d the i r wives a n d c h i l d r e n a n d a l l t h r e w 
themselves i n t o the flames'^" ! " T h a t i s to say, t h e y 'made 
j o h a r ' ( to use a l a t e r d a y phraseo logy) . 

T H I S IS T H E S A M E J O H A R I—JAI H A R !! 

66. W e . gene ra l ly bel ieve tha t t h i s magni f icen t a n d 
a w e - i n s p i r i n g t r a d i t i o n o f ' j oha r ' o r s e l f - i m m o l a t i o n of large 
g roups of m e n a n d w o m e n i n t imes o f n a t i o n a l c r i s i s was o r i 
g i n a l l y p r a c t i s e d b y the R a j p u t s o n l y . B u t ins tances , l i k e 
the one just m e n t i o n e d , c i t e d b y the Greek w r i t e r s who were 
a s t o u n d e d to wi tness t h e m , go to p r o v e t h a t , e v e n before 
the name of the R a j p u t s was ever heard of, t h i s s p l e n d i d 
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t r a d i t i o n was f o l l o w e d b y ou r I n d i a n w a r r i o r s r i g h t f r o m the 

a n c i e n t d a y s . T h e w o r d ' j o h a r ' i s c o m p a r a t i v e l y m o d e r n . 

I t was perhaps d e r i v e d f r o m the w a r - c r y ' J a i H a r ' ! T h e 

I n d i a n G o d o f w a r a n d d e s t r u c t i o n is H a r 1 H a r ! M a h a d e v !! 

T h a t is w h y the I n d i a n s fought despera te ly i n s p i r e d b y t h i s 

deafening w a r - c r y ! T h e M a r a t h a s t oo used the same w a r - c r y 

' H a r , H a r , M a h a d e v !' A f t e r fighting to the l a s t , w h e n eve ry 

hope o f success was over , o r e v e r y chance o f escape f r o m the 

enemy was los t , t h i s johar , t h i s m a r t y r d o m , th i s nob les t t y p e 

of self-sacrifice was resor ted to b y the H i n d u s as the l a s t 

u n f a i l i n g w e a p o n to save t h e i r r e l i g i o n , t h e i r n a t i o n , t h e i r 

o w n self-respect a n d to a v o i d c a p t i v i t y , abject s l a v e r y a n d 

ha te fu l convers ion ! A s soon as a l l m e n of fighting age were 

s l a i n o n the ba t t l e f i e ld after t a k i n g the grea tes t t o l l o f the 

enemy b l o o d , t he i r w i v e s , mothers , daugh te r s , hund reds o f 

t h e m , w i t h babies a t t he i r breasts , used to l eap in to the b u r n 

i n g py re s , s p e c i a l l y k e p t r e a d y for the purpose , a n d were 

r educed to ashes. T h i s was w h a t was k n o w n a s ' J o h a r ' ! I t 

was no t an easy job ! I t was the l i m i t o f v a l o u r a n d e n d u 

rance for the sake o f k e e p i n g up the pres t ige o f one's se l f a n d 

one's own r e l i g i o n ! 

67. W h o e v e r h a d d o n n e d t h i s e x c e p t i o n a l a r m o u r o f 

' j ohar ' a n d i t s l e a p i n g flames were b e y o n d a l l a t t emp t s o f an 

A l e x a n d e r , an A U a - u d - D i n or a S a l i m — w h y , even of S a t a n 

h imse l f—to p o l l u t e t h e m a n d conve r t t h e m to h is r e l i g i o n ! 

C o n f r o n t e d w i t h t h i s ho r r i b l e sac r i f i c i a l fire the enemy s tood 

aghast , d i scomf i ted a n d cres t - fa l len . 

68. The a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d ' j o h a r ' — c o l l e c t i v e i m m o l a t i o n 

of l i v e s — b y the A g r a s h r e n i s is one of the m a n y desc r ibed b y 

the a s tounded G r e e k wr i t e r s , a n d w h i c h the I n d i a n s p re fe r red 

to the h u m i l i a t i o n of b e i n g the cap t i ve s o f the Greeks . 

T H E J A N A P A D R E P U B L I C O F B R A H M A N A K A S ! 

69. A t l a s t when A l e x a n d e r ' s n a v a l force reached the 

m o u t h o f the Indus , fighting i n c e s s a n t l y a l l the w a y , i t m e t 

w i t h y e t o ther i ndependen t r e p u b l i c s . These ' j a n a p a d a s ' o r 
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' G a n a s ' were l i k e the s m a l l G r e e k c i ty -s ta tes , a n d h a d none 

amongs t t h e m w h i c h c o u l d a b l y w i t h s t a n d w i t h e q u a l 

numbers the m i g h t y and numerous a r m y o f A l e x a n d e r . S t i l l 

one o f t h e m , the ' B r a h m a n a k j a n a p a d ' made up i t s m i n d 

t o cross swords w i t h , r a the r t h a n s u b m i t t o , A l e x a n d e r . T h i s 

was the same ' B r a h m a n a k j a n a p a d ' w h i c h is re fer red to b y 

P a n i n i , says D r . J ayaswa l ' ^* . I t is a l r e a d y t o l d how, w h i l e 

fighting i n the P a n c h a n a d (the Pun jab ) , A l e x a n d e r h a d w r e a k 

ed his r ancourous revenge aga ins t the c l a n o f ph i losophers , 

e spec ia l ly the B r a h m a n s . W h e n A l e x a n d e r l ea rn t t h a t i t was 

the same c l a n o f B r a h m a n s , to w h i c h t h i s s m a l l s ta te 

be longed, he d e c i d e d to w h a c k his m a l i c i o u s s t r oke u p o n i t 

w i t h a l l h i s m i g h t . P l u t a r c h ( M c C r i n d l e ' I n v a s i o n o f I n d i a 

b y A l e x a n d e r ' P . 306; V . A . S m i t h E . H . I . , P . 106) wr i tes i n 

h is ' L i f e o f A l e x a n d e r ' , "These ph i losophers were s p e c i a l l y 

m a r k e d d o w n fo r revenge b y A l e x a n d e r as t h e y gave h i m no 

less t r o u b l e t h a n the mercenar ies . T h e y r ev i l ed the pr inces 

who d e c l a r e d fo r A l e x a n d e r a n d encouraged free s tates ( in 

I n d i a ) to r e v o l t aga ins t h i s a u t h o r i t y . O n t h i s accoun t he 

h a n g e d m a n y o f t h e m " (Ch L I X ) . 

6 9 - A . T h a t l i t t l e ' J a n a p a d ' too fought to the las t w i t h 

these G r e e k s for the sake of i t s n a t i o n a l h o n o u r a n d i nde 

pendence . 

P A T T A N P R A S T H A 

70. W h a t n o w is ca l l ed b y the M u s l i m s , S i n d h H y d e r a b a d , 

was a t t h a t t ime k n o w n as P a t t a n p r a s t h a . I n S a n s k r i t l a n 

guage the c i t ies a l o n g t h e sea-shore, o r a t the m o u t h s o f 

r i v e r s were m o s t l y c a l l e d ' P a t t a n ' . P a t t a n is e q u i v a l e n t to 

the E n g l i s h w o r d ' P o r t ' . Pe rhaps the E n g l i s h w o r d ' P o r t ' 

m i g h t have been a c o r r u p t i o n o f the S a n s k r i t ' P a t t a n ' . W h e n 

A l e x a n d e r neared the sea t h i s s m a l l s ta te o f P a t t a n p r a s t h a 

was c o n f r o n t e d w i t h a d i l e m m a : to sur render to the enemy 

was m o s t h a t e f u l to the ' P a t t a n p r a s t h i s ' , b u t t h e y k n e w f u l l 

w e l l t h a t t h e y w o u l d n e v e r be able to fight w i t h the p o w e r f u l 

G r e e k a r m y o n e q u a l g r o u n d . So t h e y re so lved the d i l e m m a 
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b y f o r s a k i n g , c o l l e c t i v e l y , t h e i r n a t i v e c o u n t r y , t h e i r h o m e s 

a n d l a n d e d p r o p e r t y and m o t h e r l a n d w i t h s a d hear ts '* . 

A L E X A N D E R ' S H O M E W A R D V O Y A G E 

71 . T h a t p a r t o f the ocean where the I n d u s flows i n t o 

i t s h o u l d r e a l l y be c a l l e d S i n d h u s a g a r . S i n d h u s a g a r , a name 

for the sea to the west o f I n d i a , is a fitting c o u n t e r p a r t f o r 

the Gangasagar , a t r a d i t i o n a l name for the eas te rn sea . 

72. O n first r each ing the sea, A l e x a n d e r d i v i d e d h is 

a r m y i n t o t w o pa r t s . T h e first b a t c h he sent b a c k to I r a n 

(Persia) b y a l a n d rou te t h r o u g h w h a t n o w goes b y the name 

o f B a l u c h i s t a n " . T h e who le o f A l e x a n d e r ' s a r m y h a d been 

t h o r o u g h l y exhaus ted i n t h i s e x p e d i t i o n to I n d i a . M o r e o v e r , 

B a l u c h i s t a n , a t t h a t t ime was f u l l o f i m p r e g n a b l e forests a n d 

t h o r o u g h l y u n k n o w n to the Greeks . So, the G r e e k d i v i s i o n , 

sent th i s w a y , somehow reached P e r s i a , af ter so m a n y haz 

ards a n d p r i v a t i o n s . O n the o the r h a n d , A l e x a n d e r h i m s e l f 

set s a i l b y the sea-route w i t h another d i v i s i o n o f h is a r m y 

a n d reached Pers ia '* . A s the whole o f the o l d P e r s i a n 

E m p i r e h a d now f o r m e d a p a r t o f A l e x a n d e r ' s greater demsne 

he went to h i s c a p i t a l n a m e l y B a b y l o n . B u t he d i d no t r e t u r n 

to the c a p i t a l i n t h a t same t r i u m p h a n t s p i r i t i n w h i c h he h a d 

s t a r t ed on his I n d i a n c a m p a i g n t w o years ago, w i t h a v i e w t o 

w i n n i n g for h i m s e l f the v a u n t f u l t i t l e o f the E m p e r o r o f I n d i a . 

N o t o n l y d i d he n o t r e t u r n l i k e the E m p e r o r o f I n d i a , he d i d 

n o t even appear to be a n emperor a t a l l . H e r e t u r n e d jus t 

l i k e a n o r d i n a r y commander o f an a r m y despa i red a n d w o r n 

out after a l o n g - d r a w n a n d haza rdous c a m p a i g n . 

I N D I A W A S N O T P E R S I A 

73. The cause o f t h i s d i s a p p o i n t m e n t o f A l e x a n d e r was 

t h a t the Greeks up t o t h a t t i m e k n e w o n l y one empi re , w o r t h 

the name ,—much more ex tens ive t h a n t h e i r o w n — t h a t o f 

P e r s i a ! W h e n these G r e e k s m a r c h e d upon t h a t P e r s i a n 

emipre unde r t he i r u n c o m m o n l y b rave a n d b r i l l i a n t c o m m a n 

der , A l e x a n d e r , a n d when after o n l y two or three campaigns 



1ST GLORIOUS EPOCH 3 5 

the v a s t P e r s i a n empi re f e l l before t h e m l i k e a p a p e r pa lace , 

t h e y were so m u c h flushed w i t h t h e i r v i c t o r y t h a t t hey f o n d l y 

cons ide red t h e i r c o m m a n d e r t o be endowed w i t h d i v i n e 

qua l i t i e s , a n d as such unconquerab le . A l e x a n d e r h i m s e l f 

c o u l d n o t escajje the i n f e c t i o n o f p r i d e . H i s a m b i t i o n to w i n 

for h i m s e l f the ove r l o r d s h i p o f the whole w o r l d soared to the 

s k y . B h a r a t appea red to h i m jus t n e x t t o a n d as easy a p r e y 

as, P e r s i a . So v e r y vas t a l a n d a n d so v e r y w e a k !!! So h e 

w a n t e d t o c rown h i s P e r s i a n conquest w i t h the g l i t t e r i n g 

d i a d e m of the I n d i a n i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y . G r e e d i l y enough he 

r a n t o have i t w i t h a l l haste ! 

74. B u t the exper ience he h a d h a d was qui te c o n t r a r y t o 

w h a t he h a d expec t ed . I n I n d i a he h a d t o face the b i t t e r e s t 

o p p o s i t i o n at e v e r y s tep . A l t h o u g h he neve r los t a b a t t l e a s 

such , h i s G r e e k a r m y was c o m p l e t e l y exhaus ted a n d exas 

pe ra t ed i n the v e r y process o f w i n n i n g t h e m . These v i c t o r i e s 

were fa r too c o s t l i e r t h a n the ones i n P e r s i a , a n d a l l t h e i r 

v a u n t f u l d e c l a r a t i o n s o f c o n q u e r i n g I n d i a as eas i ly as P e r s i a 

p r o v e d to be e m p t y words ' f u l l o f s o u n d a n d f u r y s i g n i f y i n g 

n o t h i n g ' . A n d i n t h e e n d he h a d to r e t u r n w i t h the a c q u i s i 

t i o n o f o n l y a s m a l l s t r i p o f l a n d a l o n g the I n d u s r i v e r . 

75. T h u s was A l e x a n d e r d i s a p p o i n t e d a n d to a c e r t a i n 

ex ten t i n s u l t e d . B u t t h a t v a l i a n t e m p e r o r was no t downcas t ! 

H e was i t c h i n g t o r e t u r n once a g a i n to I n d i a after s t a b i l i z i n g 

t h i n g s i n the n e w l y conquered regions o f I n d i a a n d a n n e x i n g 

t h e m p e r m a n e n t l y to h i s v a s t empi re , l i k e those o f S y r i a , 

Pe r s i a , B a b y l o n a n d others . 

76. A l e x a n d e r d e c l a r e d the a n n e x a t i o n o f the r e g i o n 

f r o m H i n d u k u s h a n d G a n d h a r t o T a x i l a (Takshasheela) , h a l f 

o f the P a n c h a n a d u p to the r i v e r V y a s , a n d tha t f r om the 

confluence o f the V i t a s t a w i t h the I n d u s to the sea. H e 

a p p o i n t e d the I n d i a n K i n g A m b u j or A m b h i o f T a x i l a h i s 

gove rno r (Satrap) o f the H i n d u k u s h region '* , a n d K i n g 

P o r u s as h i s g o v e r n o r o f the P a n c h a n a d . T o the t h i r d b u t 

n a r r o w s t r i p o f l a n d a l o n g the I n d u s , were a p p o i n t e d h i s t w o 

t r u s t e d G r e e k generals , P h i l i p a n d N i c a n o r , under w h o m he 
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p l a c e d the m o b i l e force o f the Greeks . H e es t ab l i shed i n 

I n d i a some t o w n s h i p s t o o , one o f w h i c h was A l e x a n d r i a i n 

t h e d i r e c t i o n o f T a x i l a ' * . 

A L E X A N D E R ' S D E A T H 

77. Before A l e x a n d e r dec ided to s t ab i l i ze th ings i n the 

I n d i a n t e r r i t o r y he h a d r ecen t ly cap tu red , he l e a rn t t h a t the 

l o c a l d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s refused to accept h is over 

l o r d s h i p " . E v e n w h i l e A l e x a n d e r was i n S i n d h , he r e c e i v e d 

in te l l igence o f a r e v o l t b y the I n d i a n subjects i n G a n d h a r . H e 

was abou t t o send a fresh a n d la rge Greek a r m y to G a n d h a r . 

B u t i n q u i c k success ion fo l lowed another d i s t u r b i n g news of a 

f resh consp i r acy b e i n g ha t ched i n the P u n j a b (Panchanad) to 

o v e r t h r o w A l e x a n d e r c o m p l e t e l y . B u t A l e x a n d e r c o u l d a t 

t h a t t i m e do n o t h i n g to t h w a r t any such a t t empts a t r e v o l t . 

D u r i n g h is c a m p a i g n aga in s t I n d i a no t o n l y h is a r m y bu t he 

h i m s e l f was comple t e ly exhaus ted . T o a d d to i t , h is a d d i c t i o n 

t o d r i n k i n g h a d g r o w n b e y o n d a l l l i m i t s o f safety; he s u d d e n l y 

t o o k i l l a n d d i e d i n B . C . 323. T h a t is to say , h a r d l y w i t h i n 

a -yea r -and-a -ha l f o f h is r e t u r n f rom I n d i a w i t h a l l h i s a r m y 

the great G r e e k (Macedonian) E m p e r o r b rea thed h i s l a s t a t 

B a b y l o n ' 8 . 

I N D I A N P O L I T I C I A N S C O N S P I R E 

78. A s has a l r e ad y been t o l d , as soon as A l e x a n d e r 

began to re t rea t a l o n g the I n d u s , some o f the I n d i a n p o l i t i 

c i ans began h a t c h i n g o u t a secret p l a n aga ins t the Greeks i n 

the P u n j a b to w i n b a c k t h e i r los t f reedom. B u t i t was n o t 

m e r e l y a i m e d a t the r ecove ry o f the l o s t t e r r i t o r y . I t was 

•essentially to o v e r h a u l a n d r e v o l u t i o n i z e the who le g a m u t o f 

the p o l i t i c a l l i fe o f I n d i a a n d to b r i n g abou t a sweeping 

change i n the i n t e r n a l l i fe o f the c o u n t r y . E v e n i f A l e x a n d e r 

h a d n o t d i e d so soon, the deep- l a id I n d i a n p l o t was 

d e s t i n e d to achieve t h i s d a r i n g p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n . T h i s 

s u d d e n dea th of A l e x a n d e r , h o w e v e r , gave I n d i a n p o l i t i c a l 

w o r k e r s an unexpec ted g o l d e n o p p o r t u n i t y a n d t h e y were 
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q u i c k enough to u t i l i z e i t for the o v e r t h r o w o f the G r e e k 

power. 

G R E E K G O V E R N O R S B E F I E A D E D 

79. A l e x a n d e r h a d lef t b e h i n d N i c a n o r a n d P h i l i p as the 

c h i e f r epresen ta t ives o f the Greeks . W h e n the news o f 

A l e x a n d e r ' s dea th reached I n d i a the I n d i a n s i n the r e p u b l i c 

o f the A s h v i n i s s u d d e n l y f e l l u p o n the G r e e k G o v e r n o r , P h i l i p , 

a n d assass ina ted h i m a l o n g w i t h h i s s m a l l G r e e k regiment '* . 

T h e second , N i c a n o r , was a lso s i m i l a r l y despatched,^" a n d a l l 

those monarch ies a n d r e p u b l i c s a l o n g the banks o f the I n d u s 

wh ich h a d acqu iesced i n the G r e e k o v e r l o r d s h i p , shook i t off 

a t once a n d p r o c l a i m e d t h e i r independence f o r t h w i t h . G r e e k 

colonies , G r e e k ensigns a n d s t anda rds—whateve r s ign i f ied 

the G r e e k power were c o m p l e t e l y de s t royed o n the spo t . T h e 

w h o l e of the t r a c t a long the banks o f the I n d u s r i g h t f rom 

the P a n c h a n a d to S i n d h w h i c h A l e x a n d e r h a d conquered a n d 

a n n e x e d for ever a n d anon to his empi re , became indepen

d e n t w i t h i n s i x m o n t h s of A l e x a n d e r ' s death*^. 

80. A l e x a n d e r h a d conquered states a n d countr ies a n d 

empires l i k e Greece, S y r i a , P e r s i a , B a b y l o n , E g y p t a n d the 

l i k e . The re he founded G r e e k ci t ies and Greek colonies, a n d 

even after the d i v i s i o n of h i s vas t empi re , jus t after h i s 

dea th , h i s gove rnor s a n d m i l i t a r y commanders a n d the i r 

descendants r u l e d the respec t ive regions l i k e B a b y l o n for 

centur ies t o g e t h e r . E v e n now i n some other count r ies c i t ies 

e x i s t w i t h the name A l e x a n d r i a , a n d A l e x a n d e r ' s name is 

ever c r o w n e d w i t h the h o n o r i f i x 'The G r e a t ' t h r o u g h o u t 

anc ien t h i s t o r y . 

81 . B u t w h a t happened i n B h a r a t ? The s m a l l s tates 

a n d r e p u b l i c s i n the fa r thes t corner o f I n d i a w h i c h A l e x a n d e r 

h a d annexed to h is e m p i r e under the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t he h a d 

conquered t h e m for ever a n d for ever , af ter fighting inces

s a n t l y on va r ious ba t t le f ie lds for two l o n g years a n d shedd ing 

the b lo o d o f m i l l i o n s o f Greek a n d H i n d u so ld iers—those v e r y 

I n d i a n states a n d r e p u b l i c s a n d monarch ies l i t e r a l l y u p r o o t -
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ed h i s power , h i s s t a n d a r d , the G r e e k colonies a n d e v e r y 

ha te fu l s i g n o f the Greek v i c t r y — a n d t h a t too w i t h i n s i x 

mon ths or a t the mos t a year '^" ! 

82. A t l as t , n o t t o speak o f the c i t y o f A l e x a n d r i a w h i c h 

he h a d es tab l i shed , h is o w n name too is n o t t o be t r a c e d 

anywhere i n I n d i a n h i s t o r y , as i f t he re neve r was a n y 

i n v a s i o n , a n y aggress ion o n I n d i a ' s b o r d e r l a n d o f a n y M l e n c h h 

( Y a v a n ) emperor , n a m e d A l e x a n d e r , w h o d i n n e d the ears o f 

the people t h r o u g h o u t E u r o p e w i t h h i s p r o u d t i t l e , ' T h e 

G r e a t ' ! C u r i o u s l y enough , even no s t r a y reference has ye t 

been d i scove red i n V e d i c o r J a i n o r B u d d h i s t anc ien t 

l i t e r a tu r e . 

83 . W r i t e s V i n c e n t S m i t h i n h i s f amous Early History 

of India : " A l l these proceed ings p rove c o n c l u s i v e l y t h a t 

A l e x a n d e r i n t e n d e d the p e r m a n e n t a n n e x a t i o n o f those 

( Ind ian) p r o v i n c e s to h i s empi re B u t w i t h i n three yea r s 

o f h is depar tu re f rom I n d i a ( f ron 325 B C to 322 B C ) h i s 

officers i n I n d i a were ous t ed , h is ga r r i sons d e s t r o y e d a n d a l l 

t races of h is r u l e h a d d i s a p p e a r d . T h e colonies w h i c h h e 

f o u n d e d i n I n d i a , u n l i k e those es t ab l i shed elsewhere i n A s i a 

t i c p r o v i n c e s t o o k n o roo t . H i s c a m p a i g n t h o u g h ca r e fu l l y 

des igned to secure a pe rmanen t conques t , was i n a c t u a l effect 

no more t h a n a b r i l l i a n t l y successful r a i d o n a g i g a n t i c scale 

w h i c h left u p o n I n d i a no m a r k save the h o r r i d scars o f a 

b l o o d y w a r . I n d i a r ema ined unchanged . She c o n t i n u e d he r 

l i fe o f s p l e n d i d i s o l a t i o n a n d soon forgot the pass ing o f the 

M a c e d o n i a n s t o r m . N o I n d i a n a u t h o r — H i n d u , B u d d h i s t o r 

J a i n — m a k e s even the fa in tes t a l l u s i o n to A l e x a n d e r o r h i s 

deeds . " (Page 117) 

84. W h o were the m o s t p r o m i n e n t leaders o f th i s p o l i t i 

c a l consp i r acy w h i c h w i p e d ou t , w i t h i n a p e r i o d of s i x m o n t h s 

o r a y e a r , the w h o l e o f fore ign p o l i t i c a l dominance caused 

b y A l e x a n d e r ' s aggress ion r i g h t f r o m the P a n c h a n a d t o 

S i n d h ? H i s t o r y as y e t is i g n o r a n t o f t h e i r n a m e s ' " ! S t i l l 

t w o o f t h e m at least have become i m m o r t a l ! T h e y are t h e 

same t w o m e n w h o m I have men t ioned w h i l e d e s c r i b i n g 
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A l e x a n d e r ' s advance u p to T a x i l a . The first was a b r i l l i a n t 

a n d s m a r t y o u t h , w h o h a d ju s t c o m p l e t e d h i s s tud ies a t the 

U n i v e r s i t y o f T a x i l a ^ C h a n d r a g u p t a ! A n d the o the r was 

A c h a r y a C h a n a k y a , who h a d been a teacher a t t h a t U n i v e r 

s i t y a n d w h o l a t e r o n gave p r a c t i c a l lessons i n p o l i t i c a l c raf t 

a n d p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n s to the y o u n g C h a n d r a g u p t a ! A s 

t h e y were to l e a d the whole o f B h a r a t hereafter , i t is fit a n d 

p r o p e r t h a t t h e y s h o u l d be i n t r o d u c e d here. 

T H E S T O R Y O F C H A N D R A G U P T A ' S B I R T H 

85. L i k e a l l o the r g rea t m e n o f the anc i en t w o r l d 

C h a n d r a g u p t a a n d C h a n a k y a have the i r l i fe-s tor ies c l o u d e d 

w i t h legends, anecdotes a n d i m a g i n a r y accoun t s . Those 

w h o are i n t e r e s t ed i n t h e m for the sake of i n t e l l e c t u a l enter

t a i n m e n t m a y p r o f i t a b l y r e a d R a d h a k u m u d Mukhe r j ee ' s 

' C h a n d r a g u p t a M a u r y a A n d H i s T i m e s ' . W e s h a l l g i v e here 

o n l y so m u c h o f t h e i r l i ve s as appear to us to h a v e h i s t o r i c a l 

s a n c t i o n . 

86. Some s m a l l bands o f the S h a k y a s , amongs t w h o m 

was b o r n the great L o r d G a u t a m B u d d h a , h a d a t one t i m e 

to shif t t o f a r off regions because of some d isas t rous c a l a m i t y 

t h a t had b e f a l l e n t h e m . T h e y c a l l e d themselves K s h a t r i y a s . 

H o w e v e r , i n those adverse d a y s those d i s p l a c e d S h a k y a s 

began to f o l l o w o ther profess ions for t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . There 

happened to be a p l e n t i f u l breed o f peacocks i n the forest 

where these t r ibes l a t e r on l i v e d . T o keep these peacocks 

a n d s e l l t h e m became one o f t h e i r profess ions . So t h e y h a d 

^ M o r i y a ' as t h e i r n i c k n a m e , a n d the M o r i y a s fo rmed a class 

b y themselves . One f a m i l y o f these M o r i y a s came b a c k to 

s e t t l e i n the v i c i n i t y o f P a t a l i p u t r a . One w o m a n o f t h a t 

M o r i y a t r i be n a m e d M u r a ( M a y u r a ) somehow got access t o 

the h a r e m o f the r o y a l pa lace a n d soon became the concub ine 

o f the E m p e r o r , M a h a p a d m a n a n d or ' D h a n a n a n d ' as he was 

g e n e r a l l y c a l l e d . H e r son f r o m t h i s N a n d a E m p e r o r was 

t h e same E m p e r o r C h a n d r a g u p t a . 

87 . H o w e v e r , w h e n C h a n d r a g u p t a became a n emperor . 



38 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY 

the s t o r y o f h is h i r t h m i g h t have appeared d e r o g a t o r y t o 

h i s greatness a n d therefore i n some books o f the t i m e th& 

s t o r y was s l i g h t l y a l t e r ed to mean t h a t M u r a d e v i was the 

wedded queen of the N a n d a emperor , no t his concubine , 

w h i c h i n consequence meant t h a t C h a n d r a g u p t a was a l e g i t i 

m a t e r o y a l p r i n c e a n d n o t an i l l e g i t i m a t e one. 

88. B u t a t h i r d anecdo te seems to ou tdo b o t h the 

above , s tor ies s a y i n g t h a t M u r a a n d E m p e r o r N a n d a were i n 

no w a y connected . M u r a h a d a son f r o m her h u s b a n d o f t h e 

same c l a n a n d t h a t son was C h a n d r a g u p t a h imse l f . L a t e r o n 

w i t h the he lp a n d gu idance o f A r y a C h a n a k y a a n d w i t h h i s 

own v a l o u r he r a i s e d h i s p o o r fa ther a n d mo the r to eminence 

a n d after wres t i ng the i m p e r i a l power f rom the N a n d a s he 

founded the M a u r y a D y n a s t y ' * . 

89 . I t seems a c o m m o n weakness among a l l h u m a n 

societ ies and communi t i es , i n a greater or lesser degree, t o 

a t t emp t to judge the greatness or meanness o f an i n d i v i d u a l , 

no t so m u c h f rom his man i fe s t v i r t u e s or v ices as f rom the 

race, the c o m m u n i t y or the f a m i l y he is b o r n i n . T h a t is w h y 

as the t i m e passes such inf la ted anecdotes abou t their f a m i l y 

t r a d i t i o n are p ropaga t ed a n d p o p u l a r i z e d th rough p l a y s , 

poems a n d nove ls o r t h r o u g h fo lk- lo res . There are o t h e r 

anecdotes too besides the ones referred to above , w h i c h seek 

to ascr ibe greatness or meanness to C h a n d r a g u p t a . B u t f o r 

the reasons g i v e n above t h e y need no t be m e n t i o n e d here. 

90. W a s C h a n d r a g u p t a a concubine ' s son ? W a s he no t 

a K s h a t r i y a ? W h a t ma t t e r s though ! C h a n d r a g u p t a c o u l d 

have s a i d w i t h jus t i f i ab le p r i d e , " M o r e t h a n a n y o f y o u , 

n o m i n a l cas te-born K s h a t r i y a s , who bowed y o u r heads to 

the M l e n c h h a s , the Greek emperor a n d his commanders , I , a 

'peerless ' C h a n d r a g u p t a , have a greater c l a i m to b e i n g a 

K s h a t r i y a i n as m u c h as w i t h m y sword I have c o m p l e t e l y 

vanqu i shed those v e r y M l e n c h h a s i n every b a t t l e f i e l d . " W i t h 

the same h a u g h t y affront o f K a m a , he c o u l d have flung i n 

the face of those r a i l i n g enemies the f o l l o w i n g words : 
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Heft ^T ^cT 35ft ^ jft "̂t ^^rfqiJi; ii 
tsTTira fir afrq- JT^RTT f "Tt^JI II 

— o f Bhatta Narayan, Act III, 37. 

[ " W h e t h e r a c h a r i o t e r o r a cha r io t e r ' s son , o r w h o e v e r 

(else) I m a y be, ( that i s o f no consequence !) B i r t h i n a (noble) 

f a m i l y depends o n fate ; b u t man l iness depends o n me !"] 

91. T h e son o f M u r a is a M a u r y a ! T h a t i s p r e c i s e l y 

w h y C h a n d r a g u p t a is ca l l ed a M a u r y a . P r o u d o f h is m a t e r n a l 

e x t r a c t i o n C h a n d r g u p t a des igna ted his r o y a l f a m i l y a s 

M a u r y a a n d i m m o r t a l i z e d the name o f h is mo the r , M u r a d e v i , 

i n I n d i a n h i s t o r y . T h e M a u r y a emperors accepted the same 

M o r i y a caste too , (one w h i c h t r a d e d i n peacocks) t h a t 

be longed to h i s m^other. T h e g u a r d i a n d e i t y o f the M a u r y a 

f a m i l y is a lso a ' P e a c o c k ' . T h i s fact i s c o r r o b o r a t e d b y r o c k 

i n s c r i p t i o n s . T h e A s h o k a p i l l a r f ound a t N a n d a n g a d bea rs 

a t the foot a p i c t u r e o f a peacock . T h e s tor ies f r o m the l i f e 

o f A s h o k a i n s c r i b e d on the ce leb ra ted ' s tupas ' a t S a n c h i h a v e 

s i m i l a r figures o f peacock c a r v e d beside them'*", 

T H E E M P E R O R O F M A G A D H A 

92. M a h a p a d m a n a n d was the emperor r u l i n g a t t h a t 

t i m e over the v a s t M a g a d h a empire . H e was a l r e a d y v e r y 

u n p o p u l a r because o f h i s m a n y vices '* ' ' . H i s subjects were 

exaspera ted because o f the h e a v y taxes , l e v i e d o n t h e m i n 

o rde r to sa t i s fy h i s l u s t for g o l d . Peop le c a l l e d h i m D h a n a 

n a n d i n s t e a d o f M a h a p a d m a n a n d i n o rde r to de r ide h i m f o r 

his excessive lus t fo r money'*". H e c o u l d come t o the t h r o n e 

because he happened to be the b ro the r o f the ea r l i e r emperor , 

b u t he h a d no t a s ingle v i r t u e , fit for a n empero r ! H e w o u l d 

have p r o v e d h i s w o r t h h a d he b u t t a k e n up the cha l lenge o f 

A l e x a n d e r a n d c rushed h i m i n the P a n c h a n a d when the l a t t e r 

h a d m a r c h e d on I n d i a a n d when he h a d p r o u d l y dec l a red h i s 

i n t e n t i o n o f conque r ing M a g a d h a a n d be the emperor o f I n d i a . 

H e shou ld have a t leas t u n d e r t a k e n such a great e x p e d i t i o n 

as to o v e r t h r o w the Greeks a n d free the I n d i a n t e r r i t o r y 
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subujga ted b y t h e m to deserve the t i t l e o f a n emperor ! B u t 

he d i d n o t h i n g o f the k i n d , a n d m e e k l y s w a l l o w e d the i n s u l t 

h u r l e d at h i m b y A l e x a n d e r ! T h i s coward l iness o n h i s p a r t 

m a d e , o n the one hand , every se l f - respec t ing a n d n a t i o n a l i s t 

I n d i a n despise h i m , w h i l e , o n the o ther , made h i m c ra f ty . H e 

ha ted the selfless n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c i a n s . I n o rde r t o u n d e r m i n e 

t h e i r pres t ige , he i n s u l t e d t h e m p u b l i c l y . A r e a l l y capable 

pe r son was i n v a r i a b l y an object o f h i s h a t r e d a n d was 

subjected to m a l i c i o u s t r e a t m e n t . 

93 . F r o m t h i s M a h a p a d m a n a n d , i t is s a i d , h is c o n c u 

b i n e , M u r a , h a d the i l l u s t r i o u s son , C h a n d r a g u p t a . Some 

anecdotes p e r t a i n i n g to C h a n d r a g u p t a ' s c h i l d h o o d are a v a i l 

able b u t t hey are f a r too few a n d m e r e l y hea r say s tor ies . 

W h a t appears to be c e r t a i n is o n l y t h i s t h a t the c o w a r d l y 

b u t c ra f ty M a h a p a d m a n a n d began to fear the y o u n g C h a n d r a 

g u p t a , s h i n i n g w i t h h is sha rp w i t , h i s d a r i n g a n d a m b i t i o u s 

s p i r i t , seek ing t o exercise h is r igh t s as t h e he i r to the t h rone , 

b a s t a r d as he was . H e feared t h a t unde r the l eade r sh ip o f 

th i s un re s t r a ined b a s t a r d son , h i s an tagonis t s w o u l d no t f a i l 

t o de throne h i m ! M a h a p a d m a n a n d v e r y w e l l k n e w h o w his 

v e r y N a n d a forerunners h a d v a n q u i s h e d the o r i g i n a l S h i s h u -

n a g d y n a s t y o f M a g a d h a a n d u s u r p e d the t h rone ! U n d e r 

some such apprehens ion there appears to have o c c u r r e d some 

c l a sh w h i c h M a h a p a d m a n a n d used as a p r e t e x t t o b a n i s h 

C h a n d r a g u p t a ou t o f the p r ec inc t s o f the M a g a d h a n 

empire'**. The i n t e r v e n i n g account is p e r m a n e n t l y l o s t to 

o b l i v i o n . Hereaf te r C h a n d r a g u p t a m a k e s h is appearance i n 

the U n i v e r s i t y o f T a x i l a (Takshasheela) as a r o y a l p r ince 

h a v i n g h is lessons i n p o l i t i c s a n d the science a n d a r t o f w a r . 

A n anecdote w h i c h is cur ren t i n thafc r e g i o n viz. t ha t he got 

access to t h i s u n i v e r s i t y m a i n l y t h r o u g h the good offices o f 

r e n o w n e d a n d learned A r y a C h a n a k y a m a y have some g r a i n 

o f t r u t h i n i t " . C h a n d r a g u p t a h a d a l r e a d y been s t u d y i n g 

i n the manner descr ibed above a t t h i s u n i v e r s i t y for abou t 

s i x o r seven years when A l e x a n d e r a t t a c k e d I n d i a . There , 

fo r the first t ime , th i s i l l u s t r i o u s d i s c ip l e o f C h a n k y a , t h i s 
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y o u n g C h a n d r a g u p t a , began to shine w i t h h i s e x c e p t i o n a l 

b r i l l i a n c e i n the sac red n a t i o n a l c o n s p i r a c y t h a t was be ing 

b a t c h e d b y the I n d i a n p a t r i o t s a n d p o l i t i c i a n s to avenge t h e 

i n s u l t s heaped o n the I n d i a n n a t i o n b y the G r e e k s a n d t o 

l i b e r a t e the t e r r i t o r y lo s t to t h e m . 

A M A R V E L L O U S H A L F H O U R I N H I S T O R Y 

94. Y o u n g C h a n d r a g u p t a seems t o have sec re t ly w a n 

dered t h r o u g h the G r e e k camps i n o rder to s t u d y the p e c u l i a r 

features o f the Greek a r m o u r y , the Greek m i l i t a r y fo rmat ions 

a n d w a r s t r a t egy . F o r he was once caught b y the Greek 

sentr ies on s u s p i c i o n t h a t he was r e c o n n o i t r i n g i n the empe

ro r ' s camp'*. T h e r epo r t reached A l e x a n d e r h i m s e l f a n d the 

M a c e d o n i a n empero r s u m m o n e d the d i sgu i sed I n d i a n y o u t h 

t o h i s presence. Some even t h i n k t h a t the sa id y o u t h went 

to see A l e x a n d e r b y p r ev ious a p p o i n t m e n t . 

95. T h a t v a l i a n t M a c e d o n i a n supreme commander a n d 

emperor A l e x a n d e r , i n h is t h i r t i e s a n d the fu ture I n d i a n 

cap ta in -gene ra l a n d emperor C h a n d r a g u p t a j u s t on the 

t h r e s h o l d of h i s twen t ies , b u t as y e t me re ly a w a n d e r i n g 

n o n e n t i t y s t o o d face to face s i z i n g up each o ther for a few 

m o m e n t s ! I t appeared as i f t w o lus t rous suns, one fast 

a p p r o a c h i n g h i s z e n i t h a n d the o ther n o t as y e t r i s en f u l l y 

o u t o f the m i s t y sh roud o f the e a r l y d a w n , were s t a r ing a t 

each o ther ' s eyes. 

96. T h i s s trange i n t e r v i e w is n o t l i k e l y to have l as ted 

for more t h a n h a l f an hour . B u t i t has t r u l y p r o v e d to be a 

h i s t o r i c a l m a r v e l o f pe renn ia l in te res t ! 

97. E v e n w h i l e a lmos t a l l the G r e e k wr i t e r s '* a l l ude 

to t h i s s t range i n t e r v i e w , n o b o d y can say for ce r t a in wha t 

e x a c t l y t r a n s p i r e d between the two or wha t words were 

exchanged b y t h e m . One or two of t h e m w r i t e o n l y th i s 

m u c h t h a t C h a n d r a g u p t a s a i d d i s t i n c t l y t h a t he was re la ted 

to the r o y a l f a m i l y o f M a g a d h a or s o m e t h i n g to t h a t 

effect'*". T h i s m u c h is c e r t a in t h a t to the quest ions pu t b y 

A l e x a n d e r , C h a n d r a g u p t a answered b o l d l y a n d r e so lu t e ly ! 
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I n t h a t s t range p a r e l y some th ing went w r o n g a n d A l e x a n d e r 

o rde red the y o u t h to he t a k e n ou t o f the camp f o r t h w i t h . 

I n s t a n t l y the fiery y o u t h left the camp , bu t i n the mean

whi l e w h e n A l e x a n d e r changed his m i n d a n d ca l l ed a g a i n 

for the y o u t h i n h is presence, he was nowhere to be f o u n d 

again'**. 

T H E S T O R Y O F C H A N A K Y A ' S F A M I L Y 

98. A r y a C h a n a k y a was b o r n i n a B r a h m i n f a m i l y and 

his name was V i s h n u g u p t a . H i s name C h a n a k y a m u s t h a v e 

p r o b a b l y been d e r i v e d f rom h i s n a t i v e t o w n o f C h a n a k . B u t he 

is more p a r t i c u l a r l y k n o w n b y h i s name C h a n a k y a . K o u t i l y a 

is one more name b y w h i c h he is e q u a l l y w e l l - k n o w n . H i s 

great a n d a b i d i n g w o r k is k n o w n as Koutiliya Arthashastra^ 

K o u t i l y a mus t have been f o r m e d f i 'om h i s o r i g i n a l f a m i l y 

name qw) K u t a l . H e was we l l -ve r sed i n a lmos t a l l the 

sciences o f the t i m e and was r enowned a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f 

T a x i l a a n d also amongs t the l ea rned c i rc les o f I n d i a , as a 

great scho la r . H e was u g l y i n appearance. L a t e r on , w h e n 

after the i m p e r i a l r e v o l u t i o n o f M a g a d h a h i s name g a i n e d 

grea t fame n o t o n l y a l l over I n d i a but even i n Greece a n d 

other fo re ign coun t r i e s , as the gu ide a n d p recep to r o f C h a n 

dragup ta ' s ea r ly years a n d l a te r as the ch ie f m i n i s t e r o f the 

I n d i a n empire , severa l hearsay s tor ies sp r ang up as to h i s e a r l y 

age, as they d i d r e g a r d i n g C h a n d r a g u p t a a n d A l e x a n d e r . 

S e v e r a l references to t h e m based on so l i d g rounds o r o the r 

wise are to be found i n m a n y l i t e r a r y w o r k s , d r amas , f o l k 

lores , w r i t t e n m a n y centur ies af ter the dea ths o f b o t h 

C h a n d r a g u p t a and C h a n a k y a . These references i n J a i n , 

B u d d h i s t a n d V e d i c l i t e ra tu res are n o t w h o l l y re l iab le '* . E v e n 

i n a S a n s k r i t d r a m a his charac te r has been d e p i c t e d i n a n 

u n r e a l i s t i c manner for the sake of d r a m a t i c effect. A s such the 

r i d i c u l o u s desc r ip t i ons o f h is ugl iness or o f h is u n g a i n l y teeth 

or the c h i l d i s h repor t s , t h a t he p i c k e d u p f rom amongs t the 

u n e d u c a t e d r u s t i c c h i l d r e n p l a y i n g i n the street one reck less 

C h a n d r a g u p t a to be made the fu ture emperor o f I n d i a s i m p l y 
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because he t o o k a fancy for the c h i l d , o r because h i s k n o w 

ledge o f p a l m i s t r y g u i d e d h is choice , c anno t be t a k e n as 

h i s t o r i c a l t r u th s . H o w e v e r , more d i s ce rn ing research-workers 

s h o u l d necessa r i ly inves t iga t e i f there is a n y bas is for t h e m . 

T H E P E R V E R T E D R E P O R T O F C H A N A K Y A ' S V O W 

99. One such anecdote about A r y a C h a n a k y a s h o u l d be 

d iscussed here as a n i l l u s t r a t i o n . F o r , i t is be ing t a u g h t i n 

the p resen t -day schools i n t h a t v e r y p e r v e r t e d f o r m . T h e 

s a i d anecdote p u r p o r t s to say t h a t because he became famous 

as a grea t s cho la r i n the U n i v e r s i t y o f T a x i l a (Ta.kshasheela) 

a n d the regions r o u n d about , A r y a C h a n a k y a was a p p o i n t e d 

as the C h a i r m a n o f the G r a n t s C o m m i s s i o n (^sn'siw) i n the 

r o y a l pa lace of M a h a p a d m a n a n d at P a t a l i p u t r a " . W h i l e 

he M'as w o r k i n g i n t h a t h i g h office. E m p e r o r M a h a p a d m a n a n d 

came there one d a y on h is i n s p e c t i o n r o u n d s . B u t he l a u g h e d 

a t h is teethless u g l y m o u t h a n d his u n s h a p e l y b o d y , at w h i c h 

C h a n a k y a t o o k a grea t affront . Therefore , N a n d a p u l l e d h i m 

d o w n i n s t a n t l y a n d , as is w r i t t e n i n some books , p u l l e d h i s 

t u f t o f h a i r t i l l i t was u p r o o t e d a n d finally o rde red h i m to 

be d r i v e n ou t o f the pa lace . T h e fiery B r a h m i n i n s t a n t l y 

r e to r t ed s a y i n g " I s h a l l d r a g y o u d o w n f r o m y o u r throne a n d 

comple t e ly des t roy the N a n d a d y n a s t y a n d then a n d then 

a lone s h a l l t ie u p m y tu f t o f b a i r . " W i t h th i s g rave v o w he 

marched s t r a igh t ou t o f the p a l a c e ' ' . 

100. B u t le t i t be r emembered t h a t E m p e r o r N a n d a h a d 

come there to inspec t the w o r k o f the C h a r i t y D e p a r t m e n t , 

n o t to v i s i t a b e a u t y p a r l o u r I H o w is i t p l aus ib l e , t h e n , 

t h a t M a h a p a d m a n a n d w h o h a d h i m s e l f a p p o i n t e d tha t l ea rned 

s cho l a r to the h i g h office o f the P re s iden t o f the C h a r i t a b l e 

G r a n t s D e p a r t m e n t , w o u l d now say tha t because o f h is u g l y 

features A r y a C h a n a k y a was unf i t for t h a t pos t ? The office 

o f the C h a i r m a n o f the s a i d G r a n t s D e p a r t m e n t r equ i r ed the 

exper t knowledge o f the r e l ig ious sciences a n d j u d i c i a l p roce 

dure , n o t p h y s i c a l b e a u t y ! B u t there is a more po t en t objec

t i o n t h a n th i s one to d i s p r o v e t h i s f oo l i sh anecdote . T h i s 
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anecdote i m p l i e s t h a t C h a n a k y a r e v o l t e d aga ins t E m p e r o r 

N a n d a because o f h is p e r s o n a l i n s u l t a lone , a n d t ha t , h a d he 

n o t been thus i n s u l t e d , he w o u l d have r e m a i n e d a l o y a l 

s e r v a n t o f M a h a p a d m a n a n d , t h a t the I n d i a - w i d e r e v o l u t i o n 

t h a t he successful ly b rough t abou t was n o t for the sake o f 

f reeing the I n d i a n l a n d f r o m the fo re ign M l e n c h c h a d o m i n a 

t i o n , b u t o n l y to avenge his p e r s o n a l i n s u l t ! F o r th i s v e r y 

reason th i s anecdote is c l e a r l y p e r v e r t e d . 

101. W h e n as a s t r a t e g y i n p o l i t i c s S h i v a j i w e n t t o 

A g r a accep t ing the o v e r l o r d s h i p o f A u r a n g z e b , the l a t t e r 

i n s u l t e d h i m , a n d w h e n there was a c l a s h o f words , S h i v a j i 

was p u t under a r res t . B u t S h i v a j i s l i p p e d a w a y mos t m i r a c u 

l o u s l y a n d s k i l f u l l y a n d dec l a red w a r aga ins t A u r a n g z e b . 

If , af ter t e l l i n g th i s s t o r y , a n y wiseacre were to conc lude t h a t 

i t was because be was p e r s o n a l l y i n s u l t e d t h a t S h i v a j i bore a 

grudge aga ins t A u r a n g z e b a n d es tab l i shed a n independen t 

k i n g d o m for h imsel f , t h a t he h a d no h ighe r m o t i v e of the 

e m a n c i p a t i o n o f his r e l i g i o n a n d c o u n t r y , i t w o u l d be the 

h e i g h t o f a b s u r d i t y a n d fool ishness . E q u a l l y absu rd a n d 

foo l i sh w o u l d i t be t o say t h a t i t was o n l y to avenge h i s perso

n a l i n s u l t b y E m p e r o r N a n d a t h a t A r y a C h a n a k y a b r o u g h t 

a b o u t a p o h t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n b y e x t e r m i n a t i n g the N a n d a 

d y n a s t y . 

T H A T A N E C D O T E S H O U L D B E E X P L A I N E D T H U S 

102. I t is n o t t rue to say t h a t because o f h i s p e r s o n a l 

i n s u l t S h i v a j i r e v o l t e d aga ins t A u r a n g z e b . O n the c o n t r a r y , 

A u r a n g z e b h a d t a k e n a f r i gh t t h a t i t i s to o v e r t h r o w h i s a l i e n 

r e l ig ious d o m i n a t i o n tha t S h i v a j i h a d t a k e n a rms , fired as he 

was w i t h a g l o w i n g f e r v o u r for H i n d u t w a . T h a t i s w h y he 

i n s u l t e d S h i v a j i a n d re legated h i m to c a p t i v i t y ! I n a s i m i l a r 

w a y because M a h a p a d m a n a n d h a d secret r e p o r t s t h a t , a v a i l 

i n g h i m s e l f o f the weakness o f t h e r e i g n i n g m o n a r c h , A r y a 

C h a n a k y a was b u s y c o n s p i r i n g aga ins t h i m so as to o v e r t h r o w 

the N a n d a empi re , the E m p e r o r N a n d a i n s u l t e d h i m i n h is 

r o y a l pa lace a n d at t h a t v e r y m o m e n t the i l l u s t r i o u s B r a h m i n 
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A r y a C h a n a k y a r e t o r t e d b o l d l y , ' I f I a m a t rue C h a n a k y a 
I s h a l l see to i t t h a t y o u r t y r a n n i c a l ru le is o v e r t h r o w n so 
t h a t B h a r a t m i g h t p r o s p e r " . T h i s is h o w the anecdote s h o u l d 
be e x p l a i n e d . 

103. A v e r y s o l i d p r o o f for th i s is a v a i l a b l e to us i n 
t h e v e r y Koutiliya Arthashastra w r i t t e n b y C h a n a k y a 
h imse l f . W h i l e i n t r o d u c i n g the w r i t e r i t is s a i d ( in the v e r y 
b o o k ) — 

'^vtsm f^r^: 5ft^: ^ i m w 

— " g s m ^ ^<ft??ITT Telang 's ed i t ion P . 44 

—^I'q^nf'I P . 429 

" H e w h o des t royed the N a n d a a n d re juvena ted t h e 
n a t i o n a l a r m e d s t r eng th , as also the n a t i o n a l sc ien t i f ic 
advance , w h i c h were d e c a y i n g under the N a n d a regime a n d 
t h u s caused the u p l i f t o f h is B h a r a t b h o o m i , has w r i t t e n t h i s 
t r e a t i s e . " H e has n o t used even a s ing le w o r d i n these 
i n t r o d u c t o r y l ines to say t h a t he d e s t r o y e d N a n d a to avenge 
h i s pe r sona l i n s u l t . I t i s for the progress a n d p r o s p e r i t y o f 
h i s o w n n a t i o n a n d m o t h e r l a n d t h a t N a n d a was d e s t r o y e d ! 
C h a n a k y a ' s g rea t w o r k i t s e l f t e l l s i t c l e a r l y ! 

104. T h e anecdote w h i c h is t o l d i n a d o w n r i g h t d r a m a 
t i c w a y pe rhaps means o n l y t h i s , t h a t h i s o r i g i n a l n a t i o n a l i s 
t i c a n i m u s t o w a r d s N a n d a was w h e t t e d the more because o f 
t h i s pe r sona l i n s u l t . 

C H A N A K Y A ' S P O L I T I C A L A C T I V I T I E S P R E C E D E D 
A L E X A N D E R ' S O N S L A U G H T 

105. C h a n a k y a h a d been l i v i n g i n the v i c i n i t y o f T a x i l a 
good m a n y years before the aggress ion o f A l e x a n d e r ' * . H e 
h a d a first-hand knowledge of the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n the 
B h a r a t i y a f ron t i e r t e r r i t o r i e s r i g h t u p t o the I n d u s . 

106. J u s t a d j o i n i n g the b o r d e r l a n d o f I n d i a h a d s t re t 
ched far a n d wide the u n i t a r y a n d c e n t r a l l y w e l l o rgan ized 
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n a t i o n , i n i m i c a l to I n d i a . C h a n a k y a was sh rewd e n o u g h t o 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t i n the even t o f an aggress ion b y such a 

w e l l - o r g a n i s e d a n d i n i m i c a l c o u n t r y , the s m a l l n a t i v e demo

cracies a n d monarch ies f rom the P a n c h a n a d to the I n d u s 

w o u l d u t t e r l y f a i l i n the o p e n ba t t l e f i e ld , i f t hey were t o 

i i g h t sepa ra te ly . 

T H E G R E E K C I T Y - S T A T E S T O O P E R I S H E D 

P R E C I S E L Y F O R T H I S R E A S O N 

107. J u s t t h e n a p r a c t i c a l d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f the above-

m e n t i o n e d a x i o m t o o k p l ace i n Greece. T h e m o m e n t the 

P e r s i a n E m p e r o r i n v a d e d Greece the s m a l l Greek c i ty - s t a t e s 

l i k e t he i r p ro to types i n I n d i a , were c o n v u l s e d to t he i r bones. 

I n the end , i t is o n l y when P h i l i p a n d A l e x a n d e r conquered 

a l l o f those sepa ra t i s t G r e e k c i ty -s ta tes a n d forged t h e m in to 

a p o w e r f u l empi re was i t poss ib le for then; to v a n q u i s h the 

P e r s i a n empire . C h a n a k y a was n o t s low to u n d e r s t a n d i t s 

s igni f icance . 

108. H e a r r i v e d at the firm c o n v i c t i o n tha t v i s - a - v i s a 

p o w e r f u l a n d extens ive i n i m i c a l empi re as i t s ne ighbour , 

I n d i a had o n l y one w a y to defend i t s independence a n d m a k e 

i t s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e m a c h i n e r y s t r o n g enough to w i t h s t a n d 

a n y fore ign aggress ion a n d t h a t was to b o i l d o w n a l l the 

sma l l e r monarchies a n d r epub l i c s a n d to forge out o f t h e m a 

•central ized, u n i t a r y a n d s t r o n g empi re . 

F O R T H E E N T I R E U N D I V I D E D I N D I A 

108-A. B u t there was no t a s ingle I n d i a n m o n a r c h y or 

r e p u b l i c t h roughou t the who le o f the r eg ion r i g h t f r o m 

G a n d h a r , Pan jab to the Indus d e l t a , w h i c h c o u l d execute 

th i s p l a n of C h a n a k y a , w h o h a d a l r e a d y a p p r a i s e d t he i r 

c a p a b i l i t y a n d i n c l i n a t i o n . N a t u r a l l y h is n e x t choice f e l l 

on the o n l y m i g h t y empi re of N o r t h I n d i a , n a m e l y M a g a d h a . 

H i s head f u l l o f p lans for the fu ture I n d i a n r e v o l u t i o n , A r y a 

C h a n a k y a came a g a i n to M a g a d h a i n o rder to s t u d y sec re t ly 

t h e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n v i s i t i n g every p lace r i g h t f rom a poor 
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man ' s cot tage to the r o y a l p a l a c e . A s such he was t r y i n g 

t o get access to the K i n g ' s c o u r t o n some p r e t e x t o r t h e 

o the r . W h e n the ques t ion o f the a p p o i n t m e n t o f A r y a 

C h a n a k y a as the C h a i r m a n o f the ' G r a n t s ' d e p a r t m e n t ' 

(?lsilE?lw) was m o o t e d N a n d a d i d n o t object to i t because t i l l 

t hen he h a d k n o w n n o t h i n g else o f A r y a C h a n a k y a , b u t o f h i s 

scho la r sh ip . T h i s a p p o i n t m e n t g r e a t l y he lped A r y a C h a n a k y a 

to perfect h i s secret r e v o l u t i o n a r y p l ans . 

109. B u t before l o n g E m p e r o r N a n d a h a d repor t s t ha t 

A r y a C h a n a k y a was n o t a s cho la r pu re a n d s i m p l e , bu t a n 

e x p e r t o rgan ise r o f secret p l o t s a n d was at t h a t t i m e busy 

p l o t t i n g aga ins t h i m . E n r a g e d a t th i s , he p u b l i c l y i n s u l t e d 

A r y a C h a n a k y a as a l r e a d y t o l d before, d e p r i v e d h i m o f h i s 

a u t h o r i t y as the C h a i r m a n o f the G r a n t s ' D e p a r t m e n t , a n d 

e x p e l l e d h i m ou t o f h i s i m p e r i a l p r ec inc t s . B e i n g thus 

ou t l awed , C h a n a k y a r e t u r n e d a g a i n to T a x i l a . 

110. I n the meanwhi l e , the y o u n g b a s t a r d son C h a n d r a 

g u p t a be ing e x i l e d , as has been a l r e a d y t o l d , f r o m the 

M a g a d h a n cou r t b y E m p e r o r N a n d a , wen t t o T a x i l a a n d 

j o i n e d C h a n a k y a — a n i n c i d e n t w h i c h p r o v e d mos t f avourab le 

to t ha t p a t r i o t ' s a m b i t o u s p l a n s o f e s t a b l i s h i n g an a l l - I n d i a 

empi re . 

W H Y D I D C H A N A K Y A B A C K C H A N D R A G U P T A 

A L O N E ? 

111. I f he were to de throne the weak a n d w i c k e d N a n d a 

a n d c r o w n i n h i s p l ace on the th rone o f the M a g a d h a empi re 

a n y ou t s ide r , the t r a d i t i o n - l o v i n g i m p o r t a n t persons f r o m 

amongs t the feuda tor ies , the I n d i a n p r inces a n d even the 

c o m m o n people w o u l d p r o b a b l y have opposed vehemen t ly , 

even t h o u g h the chosen person h a d been endowed w i t h the mos t 

exce l l en t qua l i t i e s whereas C h a n d r a g u p t a , t h o u g h n o t a 

l a w f u l r o y a l p r i n c e h a d some n a t i v e b lood - r e l a t i on to the 

th rone as the b a s t a r d son o f the E m p e r o r o f M a g a d h a . H e 

was , moreove r e n d o w e d w i t h v a l o u r a n d other qua l i t i e s o f 

head a n d hear t . A s such the a r c h - d i p l o m a t C h a n a k y a 
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s h r e w d l y guessed t h a t even these vo ta r i e s o f t r a d i t i o n w e r e 

f a r less l i k e l y t o oppose C h a n d r a g u p t a ' s e l ec t i on t o t h e 

t h r o n e o f M a g a d h a . H e , therefore, d e t e r m i n e d to c h a m p i o n 

the c l a i m o f C h a n d r a g u p t a to the empero r sh ip o f M a g a d h a — 

w h y even to t h a t o f the who le o f India." 

112. W h i l e the g r a n d p l a n o f a n I n d i a - w i d e empi re o f 

C h a n a k y a - a n d - C h a n d r a g u p t a was thus be ing set afoot the u n 

fo r t una t e even t o f a fo re ign i n v a s i o n was r e p o r t e d t o w a r d s 

P e r s i a . A l e x a n d e r h a d a l r e a d y d e s t r o y e d the empi re o f P e r s i a 

a n d h a d i n v a d e d I n d i a . A l t h o u g h , as has been r e l a t e d i n t h e 

fo rego ing page , he was s t a u n c h l y opposed b y the B h a r a t i y a 

v a l o u r a n d forced to re t rea t home, i t was p l a i n t h a t A l e x a n 

der 's w e l l o rgan ized i m p e r i a l m i l i t a r y m i g h t was no t t o t a l l y 

a n n u l l e d . 

113 . E v e n ou t o f t h i s e v i l some g o o d d i d emerge. T h e 

r e p u b l i c a n subjects o f the f ron t i e r reg ions , w i t h t h e i r f a i t h 

i n democ ra t i c p r i n c i p l e s shaken r u d e l y b y t h e h e a v y k n o c k 

o f a fo re ign i n v a s i o n a n d the b l o o d y w a r s t h a t f o l l o w e d , 

began to agree w i t h C h a n a k y a a n d o the r p a t r i o t i c p r o p h e t s 

t h a t n a t i o n a l independence was i n p e r i l unless a c o u n t r y w i d e 

I n d i a n empi re was es tab l i shed on the l ines o f the v a s t , 

h i g h l y cen t r a l i zed , w e l l - o r g a n i z e d a n d u n i t a r y f o r m o f e m p i r e 

o f the enemy. 

114. T h e first h a p p y s i g n o f t h i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y s p i r i t 

was seen i n the genera l u p r i s i n g t h r o u g h o u t the s m a l l e r 

s ta tes and r epub l i c s , conque red b y A l e x a n d e r a n d annexed 

to his empi re , a n d i n the fact tha t h a r d l y w i t h i n s i x mon ths 

o r a y e a r o f A l e x a n d e r ' s d e a t h these I n d i a n t e r r i t o r i e s shook 

off the fo re ign ru l e a n d became independen t . J u s t i n , an 

anc ien t , r enowned w r i t e r , c r ed i t s the l eade r sh ip o f C h a n d r a 

g u p t a w i t h the a u t h o r s h i p o f t h i s wonde r fu l a n d noble 

c o l l e c t i v e u p r i s i n g . " I n d i a after the dea th o f A l e x a n d e r h a d 

s h a k e n , as i t were, the y o k e o f s e r v i t u d e f r o m i t s neck 

a n d p u t h is governors to dea th . T h e a u t h o r o f t h i s l i b e r a 

t i o n was S a n d r o c o t t u s . " T h e ' S a n d r o c o t t u s ' o f t h i s q u o t a t i o n 

is C h a n d r a g u p t a . T h e Greeks p r o n o u n c e d the name o f 
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C h a n d r a g u p t a i n t h i s v e r y w a y . 

T H E O N L Y W A Y T O R E P E L R E - I N V A S I O N ? 

115. A l t h o u g h the general r i s i n g i n these f ron t i e r p r o 

v inces was successful u n d e r the gu idance o f C h a n d r a g u p t a , 

C h a n a k y a a n d o thers , the fo l lowers o f C h a n a k y a began t o 

w a r n a l l p r inces a n d p o l i t i c a l leaders , t h a t i t h a d no t as y e t 

m a d e I n d i a n independence c o m p l e t e l y safe f r o m the fu tu re 

Greek ons l augh t . T h e y went o n p reach ing eve rywhere t h a t 

A l e x a n d e r h i m s e l f h a d v o w e d t i l l the d a y o f h i s dea th t h a t 

he w o u l d i n v a d e I n d i a once again a n d conquer i t t h o r o u g h l y , 

t ha t the " c h i e f officers o f his s ta te a n d commanders were a t 

w a r w i t h one ano the r for the d i v i s i o n o f the G r e e k e m p i r e , 

t h a t the t r i u m p h a n t one a m o n g t h e m who w o u l d ascend t h e 

th rone a t B a b y l o n w o u l d n o t f a i l to a t t a c k I n d i a w i t h a n 

a r m y more p o w e r f u l t h a n before a n d t h a t the first v i c t i m s t o 

t h a t aggress ion w o u l d be these v e r y people , i f t h e y r ema ined 

d i s u n i t e d as separate R a j a k a s (monarchies) a n d P r a j a k a s 

( republ ics) . B u t i f t h e y a v a i l e d themselves o f t h i s o p p o r t u 

n i t y o f the c i v i l feuds o f the Greeks a n d i f t h e y c o u l d merge 

the w h o l e o f I n d i a i n t o a s t r o n g empi re w i t h a n efficient 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a t the centre, t h i s new I n d i a n empi re s t ronger 

t h a n tha t o f the Greeks , c o u l d v e r y e a s i l y beat the MIenchchsas 

were t hey to come once a g a i n aggress ive ly . H e n c e t h e y s a i d 

I n d i a s h o u l d be b u i l t i n t o one s t r o n g n a t i o n ! 

I N V A S I O N O F C H A N D R A G U P T A A N D C H A N A K Y A 

O N M A G A D H A 

116. W i t h o u t w a s t i n g even a s ingle m o m e n t o f the 

go lden o p p o r t u n i t y o f the G r e e k in t e rnec ine wars , C h a n d r a 

g u p t a a n d o ther fo l lowers o f C h a n a k y a began o p e n l y to r a i s e 

a p o w e r f u l a r m y to m a r c h first o f a l l aga ins t M a g a d h a 

a c c o r d i n g to C h a n a k y a ' s p l a n o f the p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n . A 

few b u t v e r y t e l l i n g references to th i s fac t are to be f o u n d 

i n the c r i t i q u e n a m e d ' M a h a v a m s h a ' ' " . F r o m these a n d 

f rom o the r sources i t appears t h a t t h i s i n v a d i n g a r m y o f 
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C h a n d r a g u p t a was m a i n l y composed o f the so ld ie rs f r o m 

P a n c h a n a d , the P a u r a v a s a n d the r epub l i c s w h o were i n s p i r e d 

w i t h the p r e a c h i n g o f C h a n a k y a for a u n i t a r y I n d i a n empi re . 

I n order to en l i s t the s y m p a t h i e s o f the P a r v a t e s h w a r a i . e . 

K i n g P a u r a v , w h o was a p o w e r f u l k i n g i n those p rov inces 

C h a n a k y a is s a id to have m e t h i m secre t ly . A s A l e x a n d e r ' s 

s w a y h a d been c o m p l e t e l y t h r o w n off f r om the I n d i a n 

t e r r i t o r i e s . K i n g P a u r a v was no longer a s u b o r d i n a t e sa t rap 

•of the Greeks . F r o m s t r a y references i n some books i t appears 

-that n o t o n l y K i n g P a u r a v offered h is suppor t for C h a n a k y a ' s 

cause, b u t some w e a l t h y people too he lped h i m a c t i v e l y . 

•Chanakya offered the c o m m a n d o f the who le a r m y to C h a n d r a 

g u p t a . A f t e r e s t ab l i sh ing t he i r h o l d on a l l poss ible regions o f 

P a n c h a n a d , t h e y m a r c h e d speed i ly on Magadha*^. T h e I n d i a n 

populace a n d the loca l powers d i sgus t ed w i t h a n d enraged 

a t the t y r a n n i c a l a n d weak ru le o f the N a n d a a n d i n s p i r e d 

b y C h a n a k y a ' s i d e a l o f a s t rong u n i t a r y empi re o f the whole 

o f I n d i a , jo ined C h a n d r a g u p t a ' s a r m y as i t m a r c h e d ahead 

fighting**. 

117. I n t h i s d a r i n g a n d s t o r m y m a r c h o f the i r s C h a n 

d r a g u p t a a n d C h a n a k y a h a d m a n y t imes to face v e r y grave 

dangers to t h e i r l i v e s . Once t he i r whole a r m y was rou t ed b y 

a v i o l e n t k n o c k o f the oppos ing forces a n d b o t h C h a n d r a g u p t a 

a n d C h a n a k y a h a d to flee i n t o the forest to save t he i r l i ves* ' . 

One n i g h t t h e y h a d to sleep on the bare h a r d g r o u n d , b u t 

unde te r r ed b y any o f these ca l ami t i e s , C h a n d r a g u p t a a n d 

C h a n a k y a fo rmed t h e i r armies a g a i n a n d ' a g a i n a n d k e p t o n 

m a r c h i n g ahead a n d i n the end en te red the p rec inc t s o f 

P a t a l i p u t r a , the M a g a d h a n c a p i t a l i t se l f . 

118. T h e a r c h - d i p l o m a t , C h a n a k y a , h a d b r i b e d the 

a r m y a n d the people i n the c a p i t a l o f N a n d a . O n the s t r eng th 

o f t h i s general s e d i t i o n the d a r i n g C h a n d r a g u p t a f e l l l i k e a n 

a r row-sho t u p o n the c i t y o f P a t a l i p u t r a . 

M A H A P A D M A N A N D B E H E A D E D 

119. W h e n C h a n d r a g u p t a ' s a r m y rushed i n t o the c a p i t a l , 
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b l o c k i n g i t v e r y r i g i d l y f r o m e v e r y s ide there was a g rea t 

h a v o c everywhere . C h a n d r a g u p t a h i m s e l f en terd the r o y a l 

pa lace , b u t M a h a p a d m a n a n d h a d a l r e a d y lef t i t i n the genera l 

d i s o r d e r t h a t h a d ensued a n d was t r y i n g to s l i p ou t o f the 

c a p i t a l s ec re t ly . H e was , however , caugh t on the w a y a n d 

beheaded a l m o s t ins tantaneously**. 

S A M R A T C H A N D R A G U P T A K I J A Y A ! 

120. C h a n d r a g u p t a was soon p r o c l a i m e d E m p e r o r o f 

M a g a d h a . H e a d o p t e d M a u r y a as h is f a m i l y n a m e after t h a t 

o f h is m o t h e r , M u r a . H e n c e he a n d h is r o y a l d y n a s t y came 

to be k n o w n for ever i n h i s t o r y b y t h a t v e r y name ' M a u r y a ' . 

A s soon as he p u b l i c l y ascended the th rone o f M a g a d h a he 

a p p o i n t e d C h a n a k y a as the C h i e f M i n i s t e r o f the empi re , 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y i n B . C . 32PS . 

121. A l e x a n d e r d i e d r o u n d about B . C . 323. I t means , 

therefore, t h a t w i t h i n abou t t w o yea r s S a m r a t C h a n d r a g u p t a 

a n d C h a n a k y a effected th i s g i g a n t i c r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h e s t a b l i 

shed the indepeden t a n d p o w e r f u l I n d i a n empi re d i s p e l l i n g 

a l l g l o o m o f de spondency a n d d i s i n t e g r a t i o n , w h i l e on the 

o the r side the G r e e k feuda l lo rds were q u a r r e l l i n g amongs t 

themselves**. I n o rder to a v a i l h i m s e l f f u l l y o f th i s o p p o r t u 

n i t y , C h a n a k y a i m m e d i a t e l y b u s i e d h i m s e l f w i t h t h e e s t a b l i 

s h m e n t o f i n t e r n a l peace a n d o rde r . 

T H E B A S I C P R I N C I P L E O F C H A N A K Y A ' S P O L I T I C A L 

T H E O R Y — M I L I T A R Y M I G H T F I R S T 

122. B u t the peace and o rde r o f even a u n i t a r y empi re 

u l t i m a t e l y depends o n i t s m i l i t a r j ' s t r eng th alone w h i c h fo rms 

the b e d - r o c k of the who le i m p e r i a l s t r u c t u r e . T h i s was the 

bas i c p r i n c i p l e o f C h a n a k y a ' s p o l i t i c a l t h e o r y . W a r l i k e 

s p i r i t and a rmed- s t r eng th , he s a i d , were the v e r y l i f e -b rea th 

n o t o n l y of the p o l i t i c a l b u t a l so the c i v i l l i fe o f a c o m m u 

n i t y . L e t t h a t w a r l i k e s p i r i t m i t i g a t e i t s e l f a b i t a n d a l l 

r e l ig ions , a l l sc iences , a l l a r t s , w h y the whole l i fe o f a n a t i o n , 

i s d o o m e d ! 
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' I n t h e event o f the K s h a t r i y a s f o r s a k i n g t h e i r o l d k i n g l y 

d u t y a l l the r e l i g ions are (hound) t o p e r i s h ' . A huge b u i l d i n g 

w i t h o u t a (proper) f o u n d a t i o n , as a lso, an empi re w i t h o u t a n 

(adequate) m i l i t a r y s t r eng th are b o u n d to t o p p l e d o w n 

even w i t h a s t o r m y w a v e o f w i n d . A r y a C h a n a k y a , w h o 

p reached a l l t h i s , first o f a l l began to reorganize a huge 

p o w e r f u l a r m y , w h i c h was w e l l - c o m m a n d e d a n d i n s p i r e d w i t h 

the a m b i t i o n to w i n i n o rde r to defend the n e w l y - b o r n 

empi re . T h i s he d i d w i t h such an a m a z i n g speed t h a t d u r i n g 

three or four years no t o n l y h i s subjects came to have f a i t h 

i n h i s grea t powers b u t also the enemies of I n d i a began t o 

fear i t . 

123. W h a t d i d t h i s huge a r m y of C h a n d r a g u p t a so w e l l 

p l a n n e d a n d so w e l l o rgan i sed a m o u n t to ? 

124. H a r d l y four years ea r l i e r when C h a n d r a g u p t a -

C h a n a k y a vowed sec re t ly to e s t a b l i s h an independen t I n d i a n 

empi re unde r a u n i t a r y c o m m a n d t h e i r a r m e d m i g h t was 

l i t e r a l l y n i l ! T h a t v e r y C h a n d r a g u p t a w h o s t a r t ed w i t h t h i s 

' n i l ' h a d n o w a w e l l - e q u i p p e d l o y a l a r m y o f 6,00,000 foot 

so ld ie rs , 30,000 c a v a l r y 2,000 war -e lephan ts a n d 4,000 

c h a r i o t s * ' ! 

125. W i t h th i s power fu l a r m y , C h a n a k y a w i p e d ou t t h e 

chaos crea ted b y the sepa ra t i s t s m a l l s tates, r e p u b l i c s a n d 

monarch ies i n n o r t h I n d i a w h i c h w a n t e d to l e a d a n i n d e 

penden t l i fe o f t h e i r o w n , a n d es tab l i shed peace and u n i t a r y 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . I n the end a l l the t e r r i t o r y on th i s s ide o f the 

I n d u s up to the Pan jab , the K i n g d o m o f the P a u r a v a s a n d 

S i n d h proper were annexed to the M a u r y a n empire**. 

126. H a d a n y p o l i t i c a l t h i n k e r a n d a d m i n i s t r a t o r or an 

I n d i a n emperor fel t p r o u d to have es tab l i shed for the first 

t i m e such a u n i t a r y B h a r a t i y a emperor , i t w o u l d have been 

b u t n a t u r a l . 

INDIA'S F R O N T I E R H I N D U K U S H N O T I N D U S 

127. B u t C h a n d r a g u p t a a n d C h a n a k y a were no t sa t i s f ied 
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w i t h e x t e n d i n g the bounda r i e s o f t h e i r empi re u p to the 

b a n k s o f the I n d u s o n l y , t h e y h a d v o w e d to e s t a b l i s h the 

B h a r a t i y a empi re ove r the w h o l e o f I n d i a a n d to a n n i h i l a t e 

t h e u n r u l y M l e n c h c h a s ! A t t h a t t i m e the (no r th western), 

f ron t i e r o f I n d i a d i d no t res t w i t h the eas tern b a n k o f the 

I n d u s . B u t i t reached m u c h fa r the r b e y o n d the I n d u s so as 

t o i n c l u d e a m o n g i t s f o l d the regions l i k e the G a n d h a r a n d 

the r i v e r s n o w l o s t to A f g h a n i s t h a n , bu t once w e l l - k n o w n to 

V e d i c A r y a n s , l i k e the K u b h a (the K a b u l o f today) the K r a m u 

(the K u r r a m o f t o d a y ) , t h e S u w a s t u (the S w a t o f t o d a y ) , the 

G o m a t i (the G u m a l o f t o d a y ) a n d others, r i g h t up to the 

peaks o f the H i n d u k u s h mountains^o". T o t h a t fa r end 

were spread our r epubhcs f o l l o w i n g the V e d i c r e l i g i o n a n d 

b o r n o f a B h a r a t i y a race ! A n d over these reg ions h a d been 

r u l i n g the t r a d i t i o n a l r o y a l dynas t i e s o f I n d i a . A s ou r 

people i n t h a t i c e - c o l d regions were c o m p a r a t i v e l y w h i t e r i t 

was also c a l l e d b y some " W h i t e India"^"^. N a t u r a l l y the 

n a t i o n a l a sp i r a t i on , as e m b o d i e d i n C h a n d r a g u p t a - C h a n a k y a 

scheme o f t h ings , f o r t i f i ed i t s i m p e r i a l bounda r i e s n o t o n l y 

u p to the eas te rn b a n k o f the I n d u s w i t h a s t r o n g a r m y , b u t 

i t a lso b u s i e d i t s e l f w i t h the p l a n n i n g a n d p r e p a r a t i o n a n d 

e x e c u t i o n o f the e x t e n s i o n o f the i m p e r i a l bounda r i e s r i g h t 

u p to the n a t u r a l geograph ic f ront ie rs o f I n d i a , the H i n d u k u s h 

m o u n t a i n , a n d y e a r n e d to h o i s t i t s flag o n the t o p o f t h a t 

m o u n t a i n . 

" T h e s e a lso l a b o u r e d i n the cause espoused b y the o the r 

sages . " 

G R E E K F E U D S A N D T H E D I V I S I O N O F T H E E M P J L R E 

128. I n the m e a n w h i l e , the G r e e k c i v i l feuds h a d t e m 

p o r a r i l y ceased b y d i v i d i n g A l e x a n d e r ' s empire , ced ing i t s 

v a s t p o r t i o n f rom the I n d i a n f ront iers up to B a b y l o n to 

Seleucos N i c a t o r , one o f the braves t a n d m o s t exper ienced 

v e t e r a n o f A l e x a n d e r ' s m i l i t a r y ofiicers, who ru l ed i t as a n 

i n d e p e n d e n t sovereign^"*. H e was supposed to i n h e r i t the 
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c l a i m to the reg ion b e y o n d the H i n d u k u s h w h i c h was f o r m e l y 

conquered b y A l e x a n d e r . 

129. H e , therefore, d e m a n d e d the su r r ende r o f t h a t 

r e g i o n f rom C h a n d r a g u p t a w h o h a d a p p r o p r i a t e d i t to h i m -

self^"^. O f course, Seleucos d i d not rea l ize t h a t now the G r e e k s 

h a d to face no t a n A m b h i o f T a x i l a as before, no r a n y c o w a r d l y 

m i n i s t e r , b u t K i n g C h a n d r a g u p t a a n d h i s m i n i s t e r , C h a n a k y a 1 

T h e y n o t o n l y scoffed a t th i s f r i v o l o u s d e m a n d o f Seleucos bu t 

demanded i n r e t u r n the sur render o f the reg ion f rom G a n d h a r 

to H i n d u k u s h b e y o n d the r i v e r Indus^"*. 

S E L E U C O S A T T A C K S I N D I A W I T H A M I G H T Y A R M Y 

130. E n r a g e d at t h i s rebuff, Se leucos m a r c h e d aga ins t 

I n d i a r o u n d abou t 315 B . C . w i t h a G r e e k a r m y , t r a i n e d u n d e r 

Alexander^"*. I f we leave a s ide the l i t t l e - k n o w n i n v a s i o n o f 

G a n d h a r b y A l e x a n d e r i n B . C . 329, t h i s was the second i n v a 

s ion o f I n d i a b y the Greeks af ter the famous one, a l r e a d y 

f u l l y desc r ibed , b y A l e x a n d e r i n B . C . 326. 

131. B u t t h i s t i m e , af ter he crossed the I n d u s , Seleucos 

was amazed to see t h a t the r eg ion i n s t e a d o f be ing d i v i d e d 

i n t o separa te I n d i a n r epub l i c s as a t the t i m e o f A l e x a n d e r 

h a d undergone a comple te change, b o t h p o l i t i c a l a n d m i l i t a r y , 

because o f the brave efforts o f C h a n d r a g u p t a a n d C h a n a k y a . 

H e was confused . R i g h t f r om the n o r t h e r n m o s t p a r t o f t h e 

P a n j a b , o n the b a n k o f the I n d u s , to t h e wate rs o f the 

W e s t e r n Sea (S indhusagar ) he saw erected, as i t were, a s teel 

w a l l o f w e l l o rgan ized , c e n t r a l l y c o n t r o l l e d f o u r f o l d I n d i a n 

a r m y to check h is advance ! A n d a t the head o f i t was 

C h a n d r a g u p t a h i m s e l f !! 

132. A s soon as the two armies t h i r s t i n g to fight met , 

a b i t t e r w a r s t a r t e d . T h e Greeks d i d t h e i r u t m o s t b u t a t l a s t 

the I n d i a n forces on two or three ba t t le - f ie lds somewhere o n 

the banks o f the I n d u s (the p lace o r p laces are u n k n o w n ye t ) , 

p u t t h e m to such a p i t i f u l r o u t t ha t Seleucos c o u l d n o t h e l p 

c a p i t u l a t i n g to the v i c t o r i o u s Chandragupta^"*. 
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R E V E N G E O F T H E D E F E A T O F K I N G P A U R A V 

133. T h u s was avenged b y t h i s dec i s ive v i c t o r y o f 

C h a n d r a g u p t a ove r the v a n q u i s h e d Greeks the o l d sore o f t h e , 

defeat o f K i n g P a u r a v a n d o the r a t roc i t i e s a n d i n s u l t s m e t e d 

ou t t o the I n d i a n s b y A l e x a n d e r ! S o — 

T H E V A N Q U I S H E D S E L E U C O S M E E K L Y A C C E P T E D 

A L L T H E T E R M S O F T H E V I C T O R I O U S 

C H A N D R A G U P T A " ' . 

134. A c c o r d i n g to these terms o f the t r e a t y , Se leucos 

r e l i n q u i s h e d h i s r i g h t to the I n d i a n r eg ion t h i s s ide o f t h e 

I n d u s w h i c h he h a d so fa r m a i n t a i n e d . B u t w h e n he was firmly 

t o l d b y C h i e f M i n i s t e r C h a n a k y a t h a t the w a r w o u l d no t 

e n d unless the who le r e g i o n f rom G a n d h a r to H i n d u k u s h , 

w h i c h was t i l l t h e n i n the Greek h a n d s , was y i e l d e d to t h e 

I n d i a n E m p e r o r , he s u b m i t t e d to i t m e e k l y a n d the thousands 

o f G r e e k w a r r i o r s who p r o u d l y h e l d t he i r b r ave chests a n d 

t h e i r swords d r a w n u p v/hile c ross ing the I n d u s o n t h e i r 

m a r c h aga ins t I n d i a , n o w r e t u r n e d c res t - fa l len , w i t h t h e i r 

heads a n d swords h e l d d o w n . T h e y crossed n o t o n l y t h e 

I n d u s b a c k w a r s b u t r e t r e a t e d t o the fa r thes t e n d o f t h e 

H i n d u k u s h m o u n t a i n " ' . 

L O V E IS I M P O S S I B L E W I T H O U T F E A R 

fsTT f t i r q- sft?] 

135. T h i s s i n g u l a r v i c t o r y o f C h a n d r a g u p t a b rough t t h e 

I n d i a n f ron t ie r s qu i t e close to those o f the G r e e k empire o f 

Seleucos a n d the d i v i d i n g l i n e between the t w o empires was 

the range o f the H i n d u k u s h m o u n t a i n ! T h e m i g h t o f t h i s 

I n d i a n emperor a n d the p e r s o n a l i t y o f C h a n d r a g u p t a a n d 

C h a n a k y a i m p r e s s e d the G r e e k E m p e r o r , Seleucos, so m u c h 

t h a t he was f u l l y c o n v i n c e d o f the a d v i s a b i l i t y o f h a v i n g 

f r i e n d l y r e l a t ions w i t h such a m i g h t y empi re t h a n t o be o n 

i n i m i c a l t e rms w i t h i t ! S e c o n d l y , Seleucos h a d enemies o n 

the o the r f ron t ie r s a l t h o u g h t h e y too were Greeks . F r i e n d 

sh ip w i t h C h a n d r a g u p t a , therefore, was c a l c u l a t e d to overawe 
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t h e m too ! F o r these reasons the G r e e k E m p e r o r , Seleucos , 

w h o l e - h e a r t e d l y s igned a t r e a t y o f pe rmanen t peace w i t h 

E m p e r o r Chandragupta^"*. 

136. M o r e o v e r , w i t h a v i e w t o cemen t ing t h i s p o l i t i c a l 

a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l f r i endsh ip w i t h a w e d l o c k be tween the t w o 

r o y a l f ami l i e s a n d p e r s o n a l affinities a n d t ies , the G r e e k 

empero r ce lebra ted the mar r i age o f h i s daugh te r w i t h C h a n d -

r a g u p t a " ! . 

137. T h i s offer o f the r o y a l p r incess i n mar r i age b y 

Seleucos erec ted a g o l d e n p i n n a c l e bedecked w i t h jewels 

ove r the magnif icent t emple o f the success o f E m p e r o r 

C h a n d r a g u p t a ! 

T H E G L O R I O U S T R E A T I S E O F M A H A M A T Y A 

C H A N A K Y A ! 

138. H o w v e r y effect ively a n d firmly w i t h f u l l r ega rd t o 

the p r o p r i e t y of the case a n d ye t how v e r y d i s c r e e t l y C h a n a 

k y a m a n a g e d the affairs o f the s ta te can be c l e a r l y seen f r o m 

his t rea t i se o n b o d y p o l i t i c n a m e d Kautileeya Arthashastra 

a n d f rom the f a r - r each ing influence o f the i n v i n c i b l e I n d i a n 

E m p i r e w h i c h k e p t on i n c r e a s i n g for at leas t a h u n d r e d years 

a f t e rwards . T h e accoun t o f Megasthenese, the G r e e k ambas 

sador a t the c o u r t o f C h a n d r a g u p t a , also testifies to the p a r t 

t h i s T rea t i s e p l a y e d i n m a i n t a i n i n g peace a n d order a n d 

affluence i n the who le e m p i r e ' " . 

139. A t t imes a s ingle h i s t o r i c a l event h a p p e n i n g over 

n i g h t or w i t h i n a s ingle d a y changes the whole cu r ren t o f 

h i s t o r y for over a t h o u s a n d years to come. T h i s dec i s ive 

v i c t o r y o f C h a n d r a g u p t a ove r the Greeks h a d also h a d far -

r e a c h i n g effects. T h e E n g l i s h h i s t o r i a n , V i n c e n t S m i t h , has 

t h i s r e m a r k to offer : " F o r a l m o s t a h u n d r e d years af ter the 

f a i l u r e o f Seleucos N i k a t o r no G r e e k sovere ign p re sumed to 

a t t a c k I n d i a " . 

140. " • • •The first I n d i a n emperor , more t h a n t w o thous

a n d years ago thus en te red i n t o possess ion o f t h a t " S c i e n t i f i c 

f r o n t i e r " s i ghed for i n v a i n b y h i s E n g l i s h successors a n d 
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neve r h e l d i n i t s e n t i r e t y even by the M o g h u l m o n a r c h s of* 
t h e 16 th a n d 17th centur ies {Early History of India, 4 t h ed . 
1924 b y V . A . S m i t h , P . 126). 

D I D A L E X A N D E R C O N Q U E R I N D I A ? N O . ; 

141. I n the anc ien t p e r i o d t h r o u g h o u t the who le o f 
E u r o p e G r e e k c i v i l i z a t i o n was the o n l y one w h i c h was f a r ahead t 
o f o thers . A l m o s t a l l the m o d e r n na t ions o f E u r o p e , therefore, ; 
rever i t as t h e i r source. N a t u r a l l y the name o f a v a l i a n t r 
G r e e k emperor o f t h a t t i m e l i k e A l e x a n d e r i s , therefore, a: 
source o f l i v i n g i n s p i r a t i o n to t h e m . T h e E u r o p e a n h i s to r ies , 
therefore , c a l l h i m " A l e x a n d e r the G r e a t " a n d m a n y anecdotes 
•and legends i n the m y t h i c a l manne r are c o l o u r f u l l y t a u g h t 
to the y o u n g p u p i l s t h r o u g h t h e i r h i s t o r y t e x t - b o o k s . B u t the 
•commonly educa ted E u r o p e a n p e o p l e — n o t of course, the few 
l ea rned h i s t o r i a n s — a r e b l i s s f u l l y i gno ran t o f t he t hen I n d i a n 
an togon i s t s o f A l e x a n d e r a n d h is G r e e k empi re , C h a n d r a g u p t a , 
•and h is m i n i s t e r , C h a n a k y a ! S u c h pe rve r s ion o f h i s t o r y can 
be o v e r l o o k e d so far as the E u r o p e a n people are conce rned . 
B u t af ter the e s t ab l i shmen t of the B r i t i s h ru le ove r I n d i a i n 
•our schools a n d colleges t o o the same d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e 
praises were sung o f A l e x a n d e r i n the h i s t o r y t ex t -books a n d 
o ther types o f l i t e r a t u r e . Because three or four genera t ions 
o f ours have been i m p a r t e d the same E n g l i s h e d u c a t i o n , ou r 
educa ted classes are also impressed b y the name A l e x a n d e r the 
G r e a t . B u t t h e y too p r o b a b l y never k n e w who C h a n d r a g u p t a 
o r C h a n a k y a was . T h i s pe rve r s ion o f h i s t o r y a n d the m i s u n 
d e r s t a n d i n g i t has c rea ted i n the m i n d s o f ou r people s h o u l d 
no more be t o l e r a t ed hereafter. W e m a y no t m i n d the o ther 
t r a d i t i o n a l anecdotes abou t A l e x a n d e r , bu t those a t least 
w h i c h are connected w i t h I n d i a n h i s t o r y a n d w h i c h e x t o l 
A l e x a n d e r d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y to the de roga t ion o f the I n d i a n 
people , m u s t be de le ted f r o m our schoo l t ex t -books a n d f r o m 
ou r l i t e r a t u r e . T a k e for example , the one c o l o u r f u l l y t o l d 
i n the s c h o o l and college books o f E u r o p e a n d o the r types 
•of l i t e r a t u r e a n d w h i c h was w i d e l y p u b l i s h e d i n ou r c o u n t r y 
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also b y the E n g l i s h . 

142. T h e Greeks a n d the o ther E u r o p e a n people be l i eved 

t h a t A l e x a n d e r was a w o r l d - c o n q u e r o r a n d he h a d conquered 

the whole o f I n d i a . W h e n t h a t w a r - l i k e E m p e r o r r e t u r n e d 

home after h i s wor ld -conques t , he is s a i d to have burs t i n t o 

tears a t the s ad t hough t t h a t no more c o u n t r y r emained f o r 

h i m to be conquered . T h i s anecdote about A l e x a n d e r i s 

p r o u d l y t o l d no t o n l y i n E u r o p e bu t even i n I n d i a ! N o w i t 

can be v e r y c l e a r l y seen h o w v e r y absurd a n d l u d i c r o u s t h i s 

be l i e f is f r o m the shor t a c c o u n t g i v e n ear l ie r i n these pages . 

T o the great n a t i o n o f those t imes , C h i n a , he neve r t u r n e d 

h i s face. B u t even i f we leave th i s fact as ide , we have a l r eady 

s h o w n h o w he was baffled a n d made to re t rea t w h e n he came 

conque r ing to the W e s t e r n f ront iers o f I n d i a w i t h the a m b i 

t i ous des ign to conquer the E m p i r e o f M a g a d h a a n d the res t 

o f I n d i a a n d how h i s a sp i r a t i ons were defea ted . A l e x a n d e r 

was b r a v e , A l e x a n d e r was a conqueror ! B u t he was n o t a 

wor ld - conque ro r I C o n q u e r o r o f I n d i a he never was !! I f at 

a l l t ha t v a l i a n t hero was r e a l l y m o v e d to tears i t was i m p o s s i 

ble tha t h is tears s h o u l d have been caused b y the t h o u g h t 

t h a t there was no other c o u n t r y left for conquest I F o r he 

h i m s e l f k n e w tha t i t was false . H i s tears t h e n mus t have-

been caused b y the sad r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t he was no t able to-

defeat I n d i a c o m p l e t e l y w h i c h he l o n g e d so m u c h t o conquer . 

O n the c o n t r a r y he m u s t have been m u c h d i s t u r b e d by the 

t hough t t h a t even the s m a l l corner o f I n d i a t h a t he be l i eved 

he was ab le to conquer was also v e r y l i k e l y to be wrenched ' 

f rom his hands b y the rebe l l ious I n d i a n s ! 

142. A A s i t is s a i d i n the p o e m " G o m a n t a k " 

[Of whomsoever else he m i g h t be the conqueror , A l e x a n d e r -

was never the conqueror o f I n d i a ! H e d i d n o t even see the-

c o u r t y a r d (of the p a l a t i a l edifice) o f I n d i a , a n d to many-

others he was never known(even b y name) !] 
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S U P E R A L E X A N D E R ! 

143. G r e a t men s h o u l d o r d i n a r i l y be never c o m p a r e d 

w i t h one ano the r . T h e y are great i n v a r i o u s w a y s , b u t i f 

a n y b o d y t r i e s to compare a n y such a n d e x t o l the one to the 

de roga t ion o f the o ther , t h i s hoax m u s t be exposed a n d refu ted 

c o m p l e t e l y . So l o n g as E u r o p e eulogizes A l e x a n d e r a l o n e as 

' the G r e a t ' a n d t r ies to b row-bea t h is an tagonis t , E m p e r o r 

C h a n d r a g u p t a , b y e v a d i n g any reference to h i m , we I n d i a n s 

mus t need assert t h a t i f a t a l l t h e y are to be c o m p a r e d , 

C h a n d r a g u p t a was S u p e r - A l e x a n d e r i n compar i son w i t h 

A l e x a n d e r ! A l e x a n d e r ascended the th rone o f a s t r o n g 

n a t i o n , a l r e a d y w o n b y h is fa ther a n d c o m m a n d e d a n a r m y 

t h a t was a lso fo rmed b y K i n g P h i l i p . O n t h e s t r eng th o f 

th i s ances t r a l i nhe r i t ance he b r a v e l y b u i l t u p a s t rong G r e e k 

empi re ! B u t C h a n d r a g u p t a en joyed no such her i tage ! H e 

h a d n o t a s ing le so ld i e r u n d e r h is c o m m a n d ; besides he h a d 

been b a n i s h e d f r o m h i s ances t r a l empi re b y h i s fa ther ! O n l y 

one m a n was a t h is s ide; i t was A r y a C h a n a k y a ! U n d e r these 

c i rcumstances he h a d to s t a r t anew ! Y e t he b u i l t u p a 

m i g h t y a r m y , conquered the a n c e s t r a l empi re , and w i p i n g 

out t h e G r e e k conquests under A l e x a n d e r h i m s e l f a n d unde r 

h is genera l Seleucos N i c a t o r , f ounded a n I n d i a n empi re 

m i g h t i e r even t h a n t h a t o f A l e x a n d e r h i m s e l f ! 

144. The epoch w h i c h s ta r t s w i t h the conquest o f the 

Y a v a n a s b y E m p e r o r C h a n d r a g u p t a , the S u p e r - S h i k a n d a r 

is T H E F I R S T G L O R I O U S E P O C H o f H i n d u V i c t o r i e s ove r 

the A g g r e s s o r . 

• * • 
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C H A P T E R I I 

Y A V A N A - D E S T R O Y E R , P U S H Y A M I T R A 

145. E m p e r o r C h a n d r a g u p t a e x p i r e d i n 298 B . C . ^ . 
H e was succeeded b y h i s son, B i n d u s a r , w h o was also b r a v e . 
H e t o o k for h i m s e l f the ep i the t ' A m i t r a g h a t ' (the a n n i h i -
l a t o r o f enemies^. E v e n after the d e a t h o f C h a n d r a g u p t a 
the m i n i s t e r s h i p r e s t e d w i t h C h a n a k y a a t leas t for some 
t ime*. N a t u r a l l y , B i n d u s a r t o o k u p o n h i m s e l f the t a s k 
o f C h a n a k y a a n d C h a n d r a g u p t a , w h i c h was left h a l f a c c o m p 
l i s h e d a t the l a t t e r ' s d e a t h , (c f : p a r a g r a p h s 108 to 127) 
A c c o r d i n g to the p l a n , the Y a v a n a s were sore ly beaten, the 
w h o l e o f I n d i a was once a g a i n free, a n d the re was es t ab l i shed 
as far as n o r t h I n d i a was concerned , a c e n t r a l l y a d m i n i s t e r e d 
u n i t a r y fo rm o f s t r o n g empi re . B u t t h e i r a v o w e d o b j e c t i v e 
was the c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f the w h o l e o f I n d i a unde r one 
Supreme r u l e r , for the sake o f w h i c h i t was h is d u t y to as
s i m i l a t e S o u t h I n d i a i n t o the M a u r y a n empi re o f the n o r t h ! 

146. A l t h o u g h the seve ra l s ta tes i n S o u t h I n d i a a t the 
t i m e be longed to our o w n people , t h e y were i ndependen t i n 
t h e i r o w n w a y s , a n d were a b s o l u t e l y free f r o m a n y k i n d 
o f fo re ign d o m i n a t i o n . I t was , however , necessary t h a t t h e y 
s h o u l d have merged t h e i r separate exis tence i n t o t h e n o r t h 
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I n d i a n empi re i f the whole o f I n d i a was to be one i n d i v i s i b l e 
n a t i o n w i t h a c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t y to gu ide i t s d e s t i n y . T o d o 
so was t h e i r n a t i o n a l d u t y ! 

147. Once he s t a r t e d o n h i s S o u t h e r n c a m p a i g n , E m p e 
r o r B i n d u s a r m a d e a l m o s t a l l o f the S o u t h e r n Sta tes a n d 
p r i n c i p a l i t i e s accept h i s sove re ign ty e i ther b y peace t a l k s , 
b y g ran t s o f m o n e y or b y th rea t s o f v io l ence or even b y 
s o w i n g seeds o f sed i t ion* . I t i s r eco rded i n h i s t o r y t h a t 
he a n n e x e d seventeen c a p i t a l s ( w i t h t h e i r states) be tween 
the eas tern a n d the wes te rn seas to the M a u r y a empi re . I t 
seems t h a t he b rough t the whole of the n o r t h e r n , s o u t h e r n 
eas tern a n d wes te rn I n d i a u n d e r h is sole c o m m a n d a n d 
a c c o m p l i s h e d the i d e a l o f the I n d i a - w i d e u n i t a r y emp i r e . 
B e s i d e s t h i s , the M a u r y a empi re o f B i n d u s a r was unique in as 
much as, even according to the standards of history, India 
was the mightiest, in its military sense, of all the nations of 
the then known world. 

148. I t was because o f the i n v i n c i b l e f o u r - f o l d a r m e d 
s t r e n g t h b u i l t u p a c c o r d i n g to the p recep ts o f C h a n a k y a , 
t h a t f r om C h a n d r a g u p t a ' s access ion to the t h rone of M a g a d h a 
to t h e t i m e w h e n A s o k a c o u r t e d B u d d h i s m a n d even t i l l h i s 
d e a t h i . e . for abou t a h u n d r e d years , no enemy f r o m the 
ou t s ide w o r l d c o u l d g ive a n y k i n d o f offence to t h i s A l l -
I n d i a M a u r y a E m p i r e , e i the r b y l a n d or sea o r b y c ross ing 
a n y f ron t i e r wha t soever ! 

A S O K A T H E H O L Y ! 

149. S a m r a t B i n d u s a r d i e d i n 273 B . C . * . H i s son , 
A s o k a , ascended the th rone after h i m b y p u t t i n g aside h i s 
e lder brother*. E m p e r o r A s o k a t r u l y dese rved t o be i n c l u d 
ed i n the l i s t o f v i r t u o u s a n d h o l y k i n g s n o t o n l y of I n d i a 
b u t o f the w o r l d . H o w e v e r , a c c o r d i n g to the c r i t e r i o n l a i d 
d o w n i n pa rag raphs 7 to 9 o f th i s b o o k the A s o k a n epoch 
does no t fit i n p r o p e r l y i n the scope o f the g lo r ious epochs. 
H e n c e we c a n n o t do a n y t h i n g more t h a n bypass h i m w i t h 
o n l y a s l i g h t reference. 
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150. B u t af ter h is conve r s ion t o B u d d h i s m , A s o k a c a r r i e d 

o u t a n excessive p r o p a g a n d a i n f avou r o f c e r t a i n B u d d h i s t 

p r i n c i p l e s l i k e A h i m s a and the rest w h i c h have caused so 

m u c h h a r m t o the I n d i a n p o l i t i c a l o u t l o o k , her p o l i t i c a l i n d e 

pendence , a n d her emp i r e , t h a t i t has become a b s o l u t e l y 

necessary to d iscuss a t some l e n g t h here as w e l l as i n o the r 

chapters , n o t o n l y the p r i n c i p l e s o f A s o k a but a l so those o f 

B u d d h i s m a n d t h e i r p r ac t i ce s . 

H A I L T O L O R D B U D D H A ! 

161. Be fo re d i s cus s ing here some o f the a n t i - n a t i o n a l 

B u d d h i s t p reachings a n d p rac t i ce s a n d the i r effects, I cons i 

der i t m y d u t y to s ta te i n the beg inn ing—so t h a t there m a y 

no t be a n y m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o r pe rve r s ion o f m y v i e w s - t h a t 

o n the whole , I have a v e r y h i g h r e g a r d for L o r d B u d d h a 

a n d h is r e l i g i o n . I n I n d i a n h i s t o r y there are s eve ra l l o f t y 

H i m a l a y a n peaks o f w o r l d famous pe r sona l i t i e s , a n d the 

n a m e o f one o f those sub l ime he igh t s is B h a g w a n B u d d h a ! 

A s regards th i s reverence for h i m , I too , w o u l d g l a d l y j o i n h is 

d i sc ip les i n b o w i n g d o w n m y head before h is i d o l , s a y i n g 

' H a i l to thee, 0 L o r d B u d d h a !' T h e H i n d u n a t i o n too , w h i c h 

gave b i r t h to such a d i v i n e cons iders h i m the n i n t h i n c a r n a 

t i o n of L o r d V i s h n u . 

C A U S E S O F T H E D E C L I N E O F B U D D H I S M I N I N D I A 

152. T h e B u d d h i s t c u l t for t h a t m a t t e r was be ing 

preached i n the v i c i n i t y o f M a g a d h a at least three h u n d r e d 

years before A s o k a . I t was m o s t l y p r o p a g a t e d , t i l l t hen , b y 

persuas ion and c o n v i c t i o n , o n m a t t e r s o f p r i n c i p l e s . N a t u r 

a l l y i t s progress was s l o w . I t has a l r e a d y been p o i n t e d o u t 

i n P a r a g r a p h N o . 16 t h a t t i l l the t i m e o f A l e x a n d e r a n d 

Seleucos B u d d h i s t r e l i g i o n was h a r d l y k n o w n i n the 

Pan jab , S i n d h , G a n d h a r a n d o the r p r o v i n c e s . T h e Greeks 

k n e w n o t h i n g o f i t . G o o d m a n y h i s t o r i a n s are under the 

impress ion t h a t because B u d d h i s m d i d no t r ega rd the a u t h o 

r i t y o f the V e d a s as the h ighes t a n d because on the who le i t 
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a p p e a r e d on the whole a the i s t i c , the fo l lowers o f the V e d i c 

r e l i g i o n a t t h a t t i m e opposed i t v e r y v e h e m e n t l y a n d as 

such the B u d d h i s t r e l i g i o n was e x t e r m i n a t e d f r o m I n d i a . B u t 

t h i s belief , firmly es tab l i shed i n t h e m i n d s o f the people 

t h r o u g h o u t the ages t i l l the v e r y present d a y , is n o t w h o l l y 

r i g h t ; for , the be l i e f t h a t L o r d B u d d h a founded a n y n o n -

V e d i c a the i s t i c c u l t i s i n i t s e l f w r o n g . R o u n d abou t the 

t i m e G a u t a m B u d d h a was bo rn there were n e a r l y fifty 

or s i x t y creeds i n v o g u e ' a n d th i s the B u d d h i s t books t h e m 

selves a d m i t as t rue . I t was cus tomary to h o l d i n t e l l e c t u a l 

debates o f the V e d i c a n d n o n - V e d i c ph i losoph ies . W h o e v e r 

was c o n v i n c e d b y pe r suas ion a n d d i scus s ion a d o p t e d f ree ly 

the r e l i g i o n he l i k e d . A l t h o u g h i t is t rue t h a t B u d d h i s m 

suffered a sor t o f defeat i n th i s p h i l o s o p h i c a l a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l 

warfare t h a t went on t h r o u g h o u t the l o n g p e r i o d f rom the 

d a y s o f the B u d d h a to those o f S h a n k a r a c h a r y a , the d i sgus t 

a n d h a t r e d w h i c h the B r a h m i n s , the K s h a t r i y a s a n d the 

o the r H i n d u peop le fel t for the B u d d h i s t sect and the co r rup t 

p rac t ices t hey f o l l o w e d were m a i n l y due not to the p h i l o s o 

p h i c a l o r i n t e l l e c t u a l , bu t to the n a t i o n a l a n d p o l i t i c a l r ea 

sons. H o w a l l t h i s happened w i l l be e x p l a i n e d so f a r as the 

scope o f t h i s b o o k w i l l p e r m i t . 

A S O K A E N F O R C E S B U D D H I S M 

153. A f t e r c o u r t i n g the B u d d h i s t cu l t , A s o k a became 

such a g rea t zea lo t o f h is new r e l i g i o n t o w a r d s the e n d o f h i s 

career t h a t he was n o t sa t isf ied w i t h pe r suas ive t y p e o f 

r e l i g ious conve r s ion so fa r p r e v a l e n t i n s o c i e t y . H e d e c l a r e d 

as p e n a l a l l those V e d i c r e l ig ious p rac t i ce s w h i c h were t aboo 

f rom the p o i n t o f v i e w of the B u d d h i s t s b u t w h i c h were the 

v e r y f o u n d a t i o n of V e d i c r e l i g i o n . F o r w a n t o f space we s h a l l 

c i t e n o t more t h a n t w o or three ins tances . H e banned a l l 

those sacrif ices t h r o u g h o u t h is empi re w h i c h a d m i t t e d o f 

violence*. Sacr i f ice was the m a i n s t a y o f the V e d i c r e l i g i o n , 

r o u n d w h i c h the B h a r a t i y a c i v i l i z a t i o n h a d flourished 

ever s ince the V e d i c p e r i o d . T h e d i scon ten t , therefore, t h a t 
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m u s t have been caused amongs t the e igh ty per cent o f t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n w h i c h c o m p r i s e d B r a h m i n s , K s h a t r i y a s a n d 

o the r V e d i c peop le w h e n those sacrif ices were dec la red p e n a l 

offences b y the gove rnmen t , can bes t be i m a g i n e d . A s h o k a 

even b a n n e d hunting®. T h e V e d i c r e l i g i o n cons ide red 

h u n t i n g as one o f the essen t ia l du t i e s o f a K s h a t r i y a . N o t 

o n l y was i t f o r b i d d e n b y A s o k a to k i l l fish a n d f o w l for t h e 

food of m i l l i o n s o f people , b u t s i m p l y for u p h o l d i n g the 

e x t r e m i s t p r i n c i p l e o f the B u d d h i s t i c ' t o t a l A h i m s a ' . I f 

p rac t i s ed s ince re ly a n d w i t h o u t m a k i n g a n y excep t ions , these 

p r i n c i p l e s p rove u t t e r l y h a r m f u l t o m a n k i n d . I t was a lso 

dec la red u n l a w f u l to h u n t w i l d beasts l i k e l i ons a n d t igers 

w h i c h v e r y often b r o k e u p o n h u m a n h a b i t a t i o n s a n d caused 

grea t dis tress b y c a r r y i n g a w a y men a n d animals^" . W h i l e 

he was thus t y r a n n i c a l l y o v e r r i d i n g the r e l i g ious prac t ices o f 

the B r a h m i n - K s h a t r i y a a n d V e d i c p e o p l e " , A s o k a w e n t on 

e rec t ing grea t p i l l a r s a n d i n s c r i b e d the reon h is famous ed ic t s 

en jo in ing o n h i s subjects to be t o l e r a n t t o a l l r e l i g i o n i s t s , t o 

g ive respect to the Sh ramanas (ascetics) a n d B r a h m i n s a l i k e . 

I t i s r e a l l y s t range t h a t an emperor , c a l m , coo l , composed 

a n d considerate , l i k e A s o k a , s h o u l d no t be ab le t o r ea l i ze the 

incons i s t ency between h is p recep t a n d p r a c t i c e . 

164. N e a r l y fifty years before A s o k a , C h a n a k y a h a d 

a l r e a d y v i s u a l i z e d the i n e v i t a b l e , h o r r i b l e effect o f some o f 

the teachings o f the B u d d h i s t cu l t o n the n a t i o n a l s t r eng th 

a n d the f o u n d a t i o n o f the soc ie ty as a w h o l e . A s such i n 

h i s famous p o l i t i c a l t r ea t i se , " A r t h a s h a s t r a " , on w h i c h was 

erec ted the who le edifice of the M a u r y a empire , he h a d l a i d 

d o w n ce r t a in r e s t r i c t i ons w h i c h were essen t i a l f r om the 

n a t i o n a l p o i n t o f v i e w , o n those w h o t h o u g h t o f l e a v i n g the 

w o r l d l y l i fe a n d become ' b h i k k u s ' . F o r in s t ance , one o f the 

C h a n a k y a n rules forbade a m i n o r g i r l to enter the B u d d h a 

' S a n g h a m ' w i t h o u t the express p e r m i s s i o n o f her pa ren t s a n d 

the gove rnmen t . A n o t h e r o f h is rules p r o h i b i t e d e v e r y 

severa l m a n f rom becoming a ' b h i k k u ' , unless a n d u n t i l he 

h a d p r o v i d e d a m p l y for dependants , h is wife a n d chi ldren^^. 
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B u t d u r i n g the r e ign o f A s o k a a n d l a t e r also these r e s t r i c 

t ions d i sappea red , a n d eve ry m a n o r w o m a n , y o u n g or o l d , 

became abso lu t e ly free to renounce the w o r l d l y w a y s to en te r 

the B u d d h i s t i c Sanghas . Thousands o f these ' b h i k k u s ' i n 

the 'Sanghas ' were a l l o w e d free food , c l o t h i n g , b e d d i n g s a n d 

abodes as char i t i e s , a t the cost o f the s t a te . A s o k a spen t 

crores o f rupees f r o m the i m p e r i a l t r e a s u r y o n b u i l d i n g 

g i g a n t i c v i h a r a s a n d on the ma in t enance o f m i l l i o n s o f 

such b h i k k u s l i v i n g i n them^ ' . The major p a r t o f the revenue-

c o l l e c t i o n o f the i m p e r i a l t r e a s u r y was made f r o m the es ta tes 

o f the V e d i c H i n d u s , y e t i t was spent o n the u n i v e r s a l 

p r o p a g a n d a o f the B u d d h i s t i c sect w h i c h a n t a g o n i s e d t h e m . 

T h i s s q u a n d e r i n g a w a y o f t he i r w e a l t h for the g r o w t h o f 

t h e i r an t agon i s t s n a t u r a l l y b r ed grea t d i s c o n t e n t a m o n g t h e 

V e d i c popu lace . 

A B L O W T O T H E I M P E R I A L M I G H T ! 

155. T h i s excessive p r o p a g a n d a for u n r e s t r i c t e d a h i m s a 

w h i c h A s o k a c a r r i e d o n b y the use o f h i s p o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t y 

t h r o u g h o u t h i s empi re a n d the count r ies b e y o n d i t , cu t at t h e 

v e r y roo t o f the I n d i a n e m p i r e a n d was e v e n more h a r m f u l 

t h a n a n y o the r acts o f h is for the n a t i o n a l exis tence a n d 

n a t i o n a l i n d e p e n d e n c e " ! T h o u s a n d s o f b h i k k u s , a p p o i n t e d 

a n d m a i n t a i n e d b y A s o k a p reached everywhere t h a t a r m y 

s t r eng th o f eve ry sor t was v i o l e n t a n d s in fu l , a n d t h a t a l l 

those w h o f o l l o w e d the l i fe o f a K s h a t r i y a were v i o l e n t a n d 

so i r r e l i g i o u s ! E v e r y o n e w h o v o w e d to prac t i se ' a h i m s a ' , 

everyone w h o renounced the use o f weapons a n d h is f a m i l y -

l i f e a n d l i v e d the l i fe o f a ' b h i k k u ' i n the v i ha r a s a c c o r d i n g 

to the B u d d h i s t i c p r i n c i p l e s was greater , h o l i e r a n d so m o r e 

p r a i s e w o r t h y t h a n the brave K s h a t r i y a s o l d i e r w h o f o u g h t 

a n d b l e d and d i e d i n the defence of h is n a t i o n . N a t u r a l l y 

the c o m m o n peop le too came to t h i n k t h a t a n y a n d e v e r y 

w a n d e r i n g pa ra s i t e o f a ' b h i k k u ' was more respec tab le a n d 

r e l i g i o u s - m i n d e d t h a n the b rave a r m e d warrior^*. 

156. A s o k a h a d precept , c o m m o n l y p reached b y o the r 

r e l ig ions a lso , i n sc r ibed on h i s . ' p i l l a r s ' : R e l i g i o u s v i c t o r y is 
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more va luab l e t h a n the one g a i n e d b y means o f a rms ! " B u t 

•was t h i s r e l i g ious v i c t o r y poss ib le i n t h i s e a r t h l y l i fe ? W a s 

i t p r a c t i c a l ? A d r a u g h t o f n e c t a r i s s a i d to m a k e a m a n 

i m m o r t a l ; m a y be ! B u t can a n y b o d y t e l l t he whereabouts o f 

the shop where t h a t nec ta r i s ava i l ab l e ? 

1 5 6 - A . [ W h o e v e r c a n sa t i s fy h i s hunger b y ea t ing the 

r i c e a n d c u r r y m a d e o f w o r d s ?] 

167. W a s n o t t h e empi re o f A s o k a w i t h the u n l i m i t e d 

resources, p o w e r a n d w e a l t h w i t h w h i c h he c o u l d c a r r y ou t , 

t h r o u g h o u t the whole o f I n d i a a n d a b r o a d , a v igorous p r o p a 

g a n d a ' t h a t r e l i g ious v i c t o r y was super io r to v i c t o r y o n t h e 

ba t t l e - f i e ld ' , i t s e l f g a i n e d o n the s t reng th o f the m i g h t y a n d 

i n v i n c i b l e f o u r - f o l d a r m y b u i l t u p b y C h a n d r a g u p t a a n d 

C h a n a k y a ^ ' ? H a d a l l t h a t a r m y f o r s w o r n a rms a n d l i v e d the 

i d l e p a r a s i t i c l i fe o f the ' b h i k k u s ' i n the ' v i h a r a s ' , e m b r a c i n g 

B u d d h i s m , as soon as A s o k a ascended h i s ances t r a l th rone , 

w o u l d i t h a v e been poss ib l e for h i m t o s i t there secure ly as a n 

e m p e r o r even for a m o m e n t ? E v e n a t t h a t t i m e the G r e e k 

states b e y o n d the I n d i a n b o r d e r a n d fa r the r off t h a n these the 

more ferocious w i l d t r ibes o f the S a k a - K u s h a n - H u n t y p e , w h o 

recogn ized ' v i o l e n c e ' as the o n l y means o f a c h i e v i n g t h e i r 

object ives were a n x i o u s l y w a i t i n g for an o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

pounce , l i k e a l i o n , o n I n d i a , b u t t h e y feared the f o u r - f o l d 

i n v i n c i b l e I n d i a n a r m y . W o u l d t h e y a l l n o t have t a k e n t h i s 

g o l d e n o p p o r t u n i t y t o t h r o t t l e the ' b h i k k u - r i d d e n ' I n d i a a n d 

A s o k a ' s ' r e l i g i o u s t r i u m p h w i t h o u t the use o f a rms ' a n d d r a w n 

i t s b l o o d ? 

158 . B u t i t is h a r d l y necessary t o i n d u l g e i n these ' i f s ' 

a n d 'whens ' . A t t h a t v e r y t i m e , I n d i a h a d u n f o r t u n a t e l y t o 

suffer the g r i evous consequences o f the p r each ing , n o t o n l y o f 

A s o k a b u t o f the B u d d h a h imse l f , as has been shown i n m y 

p l a y , ' S a n y a s t a K h a d g a ' " . T h e mise rab le p l i g h t o f the people 

a n d the successful res is tance w h i c h the V e d i c H i n d u s offered 

w i l l be d e s c r i b e d hereaf ter . 

159 . W h i l e d e s c r i b i n g these s ad consequences, I d o n o t 

a t a l l i n t e n d to ana lyse the c o m p a r a t i v e mer i t s a n d demer i t s 
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o f a l l r e l i g i o u s p r i n c i p l e s , p r a c t i c e s o r r i t u a l s o f b o t h the 

V e d i c a n d the B u d d h i s t r e l i g i o n s l i k e the sacrif ices, p e n a n 

ces, sanyas a n d the l i k e , f r om the ' o the r w o r l d l y ' p o i n t o f 

v i e w , no r do I w i s h t o examine t h e m t h o r o u g h l y a n d compa

r a t i v e l y f r o m ' t h i s - w o r l d l y ' o u t l o o k . T o see how m a n y o f 

those p r i n c i p l e s are t r u s t w o r t h y t o d a y o r h o w m a n y o f those 

r i t u a l s are w o r t h f o l l o w i n g a t the p resen t t i m e is a l so o u t of , 

the scope o f t h i s b o o k . So these p o i n t s w i l l no t be r a i s e d . 

I , however , w i s h t o d iscuss i n t h i s b o o k the n a t i o n - w i d e con

sequences o f the different r e l ig ious p r i n c i p l e s a n d the a c t i o n s 

o f t h e i r fo l lowers o n the p o l i t i c a l l i fe o f I n d i a o f those d a y s . 

F o r w i t h o u t a n y such h i s t o r i c a l a n a l y s i s , the different cu r 

ren ts a n d u n d e r c u r r e n t s o f h i s t o r y o f those t i m e s canno t be 

p r o p e r l y s h o w n . 

A F T E R T H E D E A T H O F A S O K A 

160. T h i s p ious emperor , A s o k a , w h o t i l l h i s e n d 

l a b o u r e d h a r d a c c o r d i n g to h i s o w n re l ig ious f a i t h for the 

u l t i m a t e good o f m a n k i n d , d i e d i n 232 B . C . 

161. H i s d e a t h p r o v e d to be the b e g i n n i n g o f the e n d o f 

t h a t magni f icen t I n d i a M a u r y a E m p i r e ! 

162. D u r i n g the l a s t 25 years o f h i s l i fe he h a d a p p l i e d 

h i m s e l f h e a r t a n d sou l to the p r o p a g a t i o n o f the B u d d h i s t i c 

c u l t . H i s descendants w h o succeeded h i m as emperors were 

a l l hones t B u d d h i s t s a n d t h a t is w h y t h e y t u r n e d o u t to be 

n o m i n a l r u l e r s , weak i n a r m e d s t reng th^ ' . Because o f the 

c r i m i n a l neg lec t o f the i m p e r i a l m i l i t a r y m i g h t for these f o r t y 

years o r so b y the ' e x t r e m i s t s ' a m o n g the fo l lowers o f t h e 

B u d d h i s t p r i n c i p l e o f ' n o n - v i o l e n c e ' a n d t h e i r ru le rs , the 

who le m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the M a u r y a empi re r i g h t u p 

t o the f ron t i e r s , a n d e s p e c i a l l y the no r th -wes te rn f ron t ie r , 

g r a d u a l l y w e n t i n t o comple t e d i so rde r . T h i s was a l l u r e m e n t 

enough fo r the f o r e i g n foes who h a d been so fa r kep t off 

t h r o u g h t h e awe o f the M a u r y a emp i r e , to ven ture a fresh 

aggress ion on I n d i a h a r d l y w i t h i n t h i r t y yea r s or so o f 

A s o k a ' s d e a t h " . 
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T H E A G G R E S S I O N O F B A C T R I A N G R E E K S 

163. S a m r a t C h a n d r a g u p t a h a d defeated Seleucos N i c a 

t o r and d r i v e n a w a y the Greeks fa r b e y o n d the H i n d u k u s h 

m o u n t a i n s r o u n d a b o u t 315 B . C . (cf. pa rag raphs 130 t o 

140). Seleucos h a d e s t ab l i shed h i s i ndependen t G r e e k k i n g 

d o m i n B a c t r i a a d j o i n i n g the wes te rn s ide o f t h e H i n d u k u s h 

m o u n t a i n s w h i c h was t h e n the e x t r e m e f ron t i e r o f I n d i a . As-

i t was i n d e p e n d e n t , i t h a d l o s t eve ry con tac t w i t h the o r i g i 

n a l d i s t a n t E u r o p e a n G r e e k s ta te . I f a t a l l there e x i s t e d a n y 

c o n t a c t be tween t h e t w o , i t was t h a t o f d i r e e n m i t y . These 

B a c t r i a n Greeks , therefore , were c a l l e d A s i a n Greeks . B e 

cause o f the b r eak i n the c o n t i n u i t y d u r i n g the i n t e r v e n i n g 

h u n d r e d years o r so, these B a c t r i a n G r e e k s h a d f a l l e n of f 

m i s e r a b l y i n eve ry respect f r o m the h i g h s t a n d a r d s o f t h e 

o r i g i n a l Greeks o f A l e x a n d e r ' s t ime . T h e y h a d n o w n o t h i n g 

o f the s p i r i t a n d v i g o u r o f t h e i r A l e x a n d r i a n ancestors . 

A l e x a n d r i a n a m b i t i o n o f c o n q u e r i n g I n d i a , however , s t i l l 

goaded t h e m o n . A s soon as t h e y saw the degene ra t i on o f 

the m i l i t a r y s t r eng th o f t h e M a u r y a emp i r e , these B a c t r i a n 

Greeks were fired w i t h the m a l i c i o u s a m b i t i o n o f I n d i a n con

quest , as has a l r e a d y been t o l d above, a n d Demet reos , t h e i r 

k i n g at t h a t t i m e , crossed the H i n d u k u s h a n d a t t a c k e d 

I n d i a A s the I n d i a n a r m y offered no res i s tance w o r t h t h e 

name, Demet reos r educed K a m b o j , G a n d h a r a n d crossed t h e 

I n d u s , a n d conque r ing the w h o l e o f P a n c h n a d , t h a t Y a v a n a -

d h i p (the G r e e k K i n g ) p roceeded w i t h h i s a r m y to c o n q u e r 

M a g a d h a i t s e l f T h e who le o f the Greek a r m y was i n s p i r e d 

w i t h the w a r l i k e s p i r i t a n d t h e y began to dec la re t h a t t h e y 

were g o i n g t o rea l ize the d r e a m o f the I n d i a n conques t o f 

Alexander^^ . 

W H Y T H I S S U D D E N D E G E N E R A T I O N O F 
I N D I A N B R A V E R Y ? 

164. H o w v e r y s t range i t is t h a t h a r d l y before a h u n 

d r e d years o r so the p rov inces l i k e the P a n c h n a d (the P u n j a b ) 

a n d others f r o m the H i n d u k u s h to the I n d u s i n w h i c h t h e 

b rave I n d i a n K s h a t r i y a s , t h e i r r epub l i c s , a n d so ld i e r s a n d the 
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common popu lace h a d a l l defea ted a n d r e p u l s e d , w i t h excep

t i o n a l v a l o u r , the aggress ive Greeks unde r A l e x a n d e r a n d 

Se leucos a n d d r o v e t h e m b a c k , s h o u l d now be o v e r r u n so 

v e r y eas i ly b y the m u c h too weake r a n d degenera ted B a c t r i a n 

Greeks ! O w i n g to the cons t an t d r e a d o f the b rave fighting 

w a r r i o r s o f I n d i a , A l e x a n d e r a n d Seleucos c o u l d n o t sleep 

s o u n d l y i n t h e i r m i l i t a r y camps wh i l e fighting i n these p r o v i n 

ces. B u t these second-ra te B a c t r i a n G r e e k m i l i t a r y leaders 

c o u l d sleep s o u n d l y i n the r o y a l pa lace o f A y o d h y a (Saketa) 

i n the confident safety o f t h e i r t r i u m p h . 

165. T h i s G r e e k i n v a s i o n o f D e m e t r e o s t o o k p l a c e w i t h i n 

t h i r t y to f o r t y years o f A s o k a ' s a d o p t i o n o f B u d d h i s m . H o w 

•did the I n d i a n r e s i s t i n g capac i t y a n d b r a v e r y i n the v a l i a n t 

p rov inces o f G a n d h a r , P a n c h n a d a n d o thers de te r io ra t e so 

s u d d e n l y d u r i n g those i n t e r v e n i n g years? W h a t p a r t i c u l a r 

•event i n those t h i r t y to f o r t y years necess i ta ted t h i s 

•degeneracy i n the h i g h s t a n d a r d o f I n d i a n heroism? 

166. W a s t h i s B a c t r i a n Greek i n v a d i n g a r m y , unde r the 

l eadersh ip o f Demet reos , i n a n y w a y supe r io r to those o f 

A l e x a n d e r a n d Seleucos? N o t a t a l l ! T h e y themselves a d 

m i t t e d t h a t t h e i r forefathers under the l eade r sh ip o f A l e x a n 

der a n d Seleucos were far supe r io r to t h e m , were endowed 

w i t h a l m o s t d i v i n e powers* ' . I t c l e a r l y means t h a t the rea

son , w h y these i n f e r i o r and weake r G r e e k s s h o u l d conquer 

t h e I n d i a n s so v e r y eas i ly , was n o t t h a t the G r e e k p rowess 

h a d increased s ince the t i m e o f A l e x a n d e r b u t t h a t the 

I n d i a n he ro i sm a n d the I n d i a n c a p a c i t y to res is t aggress ion 

m u s t h a v e d e t e r i o r a t e d to a h o r r i b l e ex ten t . 

167. N o w , d u r i n g the h u n d r e d a n d t w e n t y - s e v e n years 

o r so t h a t e lapsed between the A l e x a n d r i a n aggress ion i n 327 

B . C . a n d the one b y Demet reos abou t 200 B . C , there occur 

r ed o n l y one s ign i f ican t event w h i c h was l i k e l y to b r i n g a b o u t 

th i s g r i evous f a l l i n g off i n the h i g h s t a n d a r d o f I n d i a n m a t e 

r i a l prowess a n d t h e i r a b i l i t y to r epu l se the enemy . I t mus t 

have been the e x t r e m i s t p r o p a g a n d a o f the non- res i s t an t 

n o n - v i o l e n t p r i n c i p l e s o f B u d d h i s m w h i c h condemned the 

m i l i t a r y m i g h t t h r o u g h o u t these p rov inces . F o r no o the r 
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even t o f such m a g n i t u d e t o o k p lace a t t h a t t ime . W e s h a l l 

j u s t cons ider here two po in t s w h i c h t h r o w some l i g h t on t h i s 

issue. 

I N D I A N M E N T A L I T Y A T T H E T I M E O F 

A L E X A N D E R ' S I N V A S I O N A N D T H A T A T T H E 

T I M E O F D E M E T R E O S ! 

168. A t the t i m e o f A l e x a n d e r the B u d d h i s t c u l t was 

never heard o f i n the p rov inces o f K a m b o j , G a n d h a r , P a n c h 

n a d s t r a igh t to S i n d . (cf. pa ra : 16). T h e peop le there were 

hero worsh ippe r s n f V e d i c H i n d u s ! Sta tes l i k e the Y o u d h e y a s 

were p r o u d o f t he i r w a r - l i k e s p i r i t a n d bore the a t t r i b u t e 

' N a t i o n - i n - a r m s ' (siiq^sftq^) w i t h e v i d e n t e x u l t a t i o n ! (cf : p a r a 

38). N o t o n l y the K s h a t r i y a s there, b u t i n some o f the s ta tes 

a l l the c i t i zens , m e n a n d w o m e n , y o u n g or o l d , t o o k the field 

t o face the aggress ive fore ign enemy. W h e r e u n f o r t u n a t e l y 

a c e r t a in r e p u b l i c go t bea ten , the b r ave I n d i a n l ad ies there 

l eap t i n to the fire w i t h the daunt less c h i l d r e n (cf. paras 40 t o 

55) a t t h e i r breasts ! One more t h i n g can be a d d u c e d i n 

suppo r t o f the m a r t i a l s p i r i t o f the V e d i c I n d i a n s o f the t i m e 

o f C h a n d r a g u p t a - C h a n a k y a who were ever p repa red to p r o t e c t 

the n a t i o n a l bounda r i e s . 

169. I t is i n t e r e s t i n g to no te h o w m a r t i a l prowess has 

been e x t o l l e d i n g l o w i n g te rms i n the famous t rea t i se , ' A r t h a 

shas t r a ' o f C h a n a k y a , w h i c h m a i n l y g u i d e d the a d m i n i s t r a 

t i o n o f the magni f i cen t I n d i a n empi re o f C h a n d r a g u p t a . 

A c c o r d i n g to C h a n a k y a ' s t rea t i se , a l l the va rnas i n c l u d i n g 

the B r a h m i n s h a d free access to the m i l i t a r y se rv ice . 

?rq%^t5^ 55^5:5T?^^?cr> ffsrfeT ii 

( in the event of an ex tens ive w a r w i t h the enemy . 0 Y u d h i -

s t h i r , a l l the classes o f people s h o u l d be seen w e l l - a r m e d w i t h 

weapons.) 

T h i s was the t r a d i t i o n o f the V e d i c H i n d u s ! W h e n such 

a large i m p e r i a l a r m y en te red the b a t t l e f i e l d i n o r d e r t o face 

the enemy, the emperor , d i c t a t e s C h a n a k y a , h i m s e l f was t o 

address the w h o l e fou r - fo ld a r m y i n the f o l l o w i n g w a y : 
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< ' t ^ K c ( C A | | ^ ^T^ra-̂ f̂ nnRTî : qin^Rg^gr^R ^xm ifir: 

(The b rave w a r r i o r s enjoy the same b l i s s as the one 

w h i c h is ob ta inab le t h r o u g h the final c e r emon ia l b a t h a f t e r 

the c o m p l e t i o n o f sacr i f i ces—it is vouchsa fed b y the V e d a s I 

I n the r igh teous w a r the w a r r i o r s sac r i f i c ing t h e i r l i ve s go 

i n s t a n t l y t o the same b l i s s f u l s t a t e ( i n heaven) . T h i s k i n g 

d o m is to be en joyed b y y o u as w e l l as i t is b y me. T h e n , 

w h y w a i t . P a l l u p o n the enemy, a n d a n n i h i l a t e t h e m !) 

171. W h o can t e l l , even C h a n d r a g u p t a h i m s e l f m i g h t 

have thus i n s p i r e d h is I n d i a n fighting forces w h e n t h e y m a r 

ched u p o n Seleucos ! 

172. T h e war , w h i c h beats d o w n un jus t i f i ab le aggress ion , 

p ro tec ts the v i r t u o u s people a n d des t roys the w i c k e d ones, i s 

never cons ide red ' v i o l e n t ' b y the V e d i c r e l i g i o n . I t i s c a l l e d 

a r e l ig ious w a r (a r igh teous war!)**. 

173. A t the t i m e o f A l e x a n d e r the V e d i c p r o p a g a n d i s t s 

h a d been g o i n g r o u n d k i n d l i n g the fire o f h e r o i s m a n d 

b r a v a d o i n o rde r t o fight such a r igh teous w a r o f l i b e r a t i o n 

aga ins t the Y a v a n (Greek) enemy t h r o u g h o u t t h a t r e g i o n 

f r o m the P a n c h n a d to S i n d h . M a n y o f such n a t i o n a l p r o p a 

gand i s t s , m o s t l y B r a h m i n s , were b e i n g caugh t a n d h a n g e d 

b y A l e x a n d e r ! (cf : pa ras 32 a n d 69 for P l u t a r c h ' s c i t a t i o n ) 

174. A f t e r the v a l i a n t so ld i e r s o f C h a n d r a g u p t a t h u s 

r o u t e d the forces o f the Y a v a n emperor , Seleucos, C h a n d r a 

g u p t a a n d C h a n a k y a b u i l t a s t r o n g s tee l w a l l o f the m i g h t i e s t 

fou r - fo ld a r m y i n the w o r l d to p r o t e c t the I n d i a n e m p i r e 

r i g h t u p to the H i n d u k u s h m o u n t a i n . T h e d r e a d o f t h a t 

a r m e d m i g h t a lone s t o p p e d the B a c t r i a n G r e e k s b e y o n d the 

H i n d u k u s h f r o m h a r b o u r i n g a n y t h o u g h t o f e n m i t y t o w a r d s 

I n d i a fo r a b o u t 125 years . So l o n g as S a m r a t A s o k a c a l l e d 

h i m s e l f the f o l l o w e r o f the V e d i c r e l i g i o n , t h a t means t i l l 

abou t 252 B . C . , the n o r t h - w e s t e r n f ronr ie r gua rds o f the 

M a u r y a n empi re r e m a i n e d w e l l - e q u i p p e d a n d i n v i n c i b l e . 

175. B u t as soon as A s o k a a d o p t e d B u d d h i s m , t h i s 

s ecu r i t y o f the empi re f e l l to pieces ! H a d A s o k a a b d i c a t e d 
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f r o m the i m p e r i a l t h rone o f M a g a d h a w h e n he a d o p t e d 

B u d d h i s m as L o r d G a u t a m B u d d h a h i m s e l f f o r sook the S a k y a 

n a t i o n before h i m , a n d h a d he t r a v e l l e d a r o u n d as a b h i k k u 

p r o p a g a t i n g the f a i t h , the I n d i a n empi re m i g h t have been 

spared a grea t c a l a m i t y a n d A s o k a ' s l o y a l t y to B u d d h i s m , 

t o o , w o u l d have been t r u l y t e s ted . B u t t i l l h i s dea th A s o k a 

c o u l d n o t b r i n g h i m s e l f to abdica te h i s i m p e r i a l th rone . O n 

the c o n t r a r y he t u r n e d h i s whole empi re i n t o a B u d d h i s t i c 

monas t e ry to c a r r y o n the p r o p a g a n d a . E v i d e n t l y enough 

i n those f r o n t i e r p r o v i n c e s the d i c t u m s l i k e ' R e l i g i o u s v i c t o r y 

excels m a r t i a l g l o r y ' , ' A n g e r s h o u l d be conquered b y the 

n e g a t i o n o f anger ' , ' N o n - v i o l e n c e is the supreme re l ig ious 

d u t y ' , ' N e v e r k i l l a n y a n i m a l ' , a n d such o thers w h i c h h a d 

t h e i r roo t s i n the V e d i c r e l i g i o n , a n d w h i c h were benef ic ia l 

to t h e soc i e ty so l o n g as t h e y were p r a c t i s e d w i t h due r e g a r d 

t o p lace , t i m e a n d pe r son , began t o be p r eached i n the 

B u d d h i s t w a y , i r r e s p e c t i v e o f a n y such c o n s i d e r a t i o n a n d i n 

abso lu t e t e r m s , w i t h o u t a n y r e se rva t ions . B a n d s o f ' b h i k k u s ' 

b r o u g h t up a n d m a i n t a i n e d b y the i m p e r i a l t r e a s u r y o f 

A s o k a b e g a n to p r e a c h i n t h a t r eg ion t h a t a r m e d m i g h t was 

a s i n ! O n l y the f o l l o w e r s o f B u d d h i s m were a p p o i n t e d to 

h i g h ofiices o f ' D h a r m a m a h a m a t r a ' {^^ ^Tm), p r o v i n c i a l 

officers, a n d the f a i t h f u l g o v e r n m e n t servants l i k e the R a j j u k s . 

A l l these were expec t ed , a c c o r d i n g to the orders f rom A s o k a , 

t o r e a d e r e v e r y s o r t o f h e l p o n g o v e r n m e n t l e v e l t o the 

p r ecep t a n d p rac t i ce o f the B u d d h i s t i c c u l t . T h r o u g h o u t 

the p r o v i n c e s l i k e G a n d h a r a n d P a n c h n a d B u d d h i s m was 

p r eached n o t o n l y a m o n g s t c i v i l i a n s b u t a lso amongs t the 

s o l d i e r s . N a t u r a l l y i n those f r o n t i e r p r o v i n c e s o f I n d i a , the 

w a r l i k e s p i r i t a n d a r m e d s t r e n g t h began to decrease as 

speed i ly as the u n t r a m m e l l e d p r o p a g a n d a abou t non-v io lence 

a n d o t h e r B u d d h i s t i c p r i n c i p l e s ga ined m o m e n t u m every

where w i t h the avowed r o y a l suppor t . A f t e r C a r r y i n g on such 

d e m i l i t a r i z i n g a n d a n t i - n a t i o n a l p r o p a g a n d a for twen ty years , 

A s o k a b rea thed h i s l a s t . H i s successors, the B u d d h i s t w e a k 

l i ngs , surpassed A s o k a i n the neglec t o f the i n v i n c i b l e 

f ron t i e r guards w h i c h h a d been so s c r u p u l o u s l y a n d a s s idu -
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o u s l y m a i n t a i n e d i n w e l l - e q u i p p e d m i l i t a r y ou tpos t s s ince 

the t i m e o f C h a n d r a g u p t a . T h i s was i g n o r e d to such an 

extent t h a t the who le defence-l ine c o l l a p s e d as w o u l d a who le 

t u r r e t the base o f w h i c h has s u n k u n d e r g r o u n d . 

I N S H O R T 

176. B e c a u s e A s o k a a n d his descendants w i t h t h e i r 

i m p e r i a l s u p p o r t c a r r i e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r e m p i r e the 

incessan t p r o p a g a n d a o f the one-s ided e x t r e m i s t B u d d h i s t 

p r i n c i p l e s , w h i c h d e r i d e d m a r t i a l prowess , a n d c r i m i n a l l y 

J i eg lec ted the i n t r e p i d i t y a n d v a l o u r w h i c h f o u g h t f o r 

n a t i o n a l independence , a n d because t h e y t r a n s f o r m e d the 

whole empi re i n t o a g i g a n t i c B u d d h i s t i c m o n a s t e r y a n d 

c o n v e r t e d the f i g h t i n g w a r r i o r s i n t o saffron-clad B u d d h a 

b h i k k u s , the hero ic s p i r i t among the people o f the f ron t i e r 

p rov inces a n d t h e i r s t a u n c h p a t r i o t i s m suffered a h o r r i b l e 

•debasement a n d the m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h h a d been 

the s t ronges t i n the w o r l d s ince the t i m e o f C h a n d r a g u p t a , 

wore ou t c o m p l e t e l y because o f t h i s i n t e r n a l v i r u s . A n d 

t h a t i s the reason w h y D e m e t r e o s ' G r e e k forces, far i n f e r i o r 

-to those o f A l e x a n d e r a n d Seleucos, c o u l d so eas i ly reduce 

the whole r eg ion f rom the H i n d u k u s h to the P a n c h n a d a n d 

c o u l d m a r c h p r o u d l y t o w a r d s M a g a d h a . 

177. W i t h a l l the i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y a n d resources a t 

the d i s p o s a l o f these B u d d h i s t s , none o f the p r o v i n c i a l 

.governors , n o r any a d m i n i s t r a t o r , no r even the B u d d h i s t 

p o p u l a t i o n , go t e x c i t e d a n d b o l d l y came f o r w a r d to fight i n 

the ba t t l e f i e ld these Y a v a n foes w h o d a r e d sna t ch a w a y the 

independence o f I n d i a a n d subjugate i t . T h e y were no t 

en raged a t t h i s i n s u l t o f I n d i a n o r were t h e y a s h a m e d o f i t . 

"The v e r y descendant o f A s o k a i n M a g a d h a , w h o c a l l e d h i m 

s e l f e m p e r o r a n d was a d o r i n g the i m p e r i a l th rone , the 

B u d d h i s t K i n g B r i h a d r a t h , never t o o k a s tep to res is t the 

advance o f t h e G r e e k enemy ! 

178. Pe rhaps t h a t B u d d h i s t K i n g was t r j d n g to w i n 

•over the G r e e k s b y h i s u n r e s t r a i n e d observance o f the B u d 

d h i s t i c p r i n c i p l e o f ' non- res i s t ance ' and the one w h i c h 
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preached , " A n g e r s h o u l d be conquered b y the n e g a t i o n o f 

a n g e r " a n d was t r y i n g to succeed i n the a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e 

B u d d h i s t i c d o c t r i n e b y k e e p i n g i n d o o r s ! 

W A V E O F N A T I O N - W I D E R A G E A M O N G T H E 

V E D I C H I N D U S : T H E V A L I A N T K H A R V E L A , 

T H E K I N G O F K A L I N G A , M A R C H E S O N 

T H E G R E E K S 

179. A l t h o u g h the B u d d h i s t s were ne i the r enraged n o r 

d i s t u r b e d , n o r fo r t h a t m a t t e r , even a s h a m e d o f the fact 

t h a t the G r e e k aggress ion was u n d e r m i n i n g the n a t i o n a l 

honour o f I n d i a or t h a t i t endangered the n a t i o n ' s l i b e r t y , 

the V e d i c H i n d u s a t leas t were h i g h l y enraged a t t h i s 

n a t i o n a l i n s u l t a n d the i m m i n e n t n a t i o n a l c a l a m i t y . U n f o r 

t u n a t e l y , they h a d no p o l i t i c a l p o w e r lef t i n the n o r t h o f 

I n d i a wh ich cou ld i m m e d i a t e l y res is t t h i s n a t i o n a l c a l a m i t y . 

B u t w i t h i n a decade o f A s o k a ' s d e a t h the p rov inces o f 

K a l i n g a a n d A n d h r a i n s o u t h I n d i a h a d r enounced the p a r a -

m o u n t c y o f the B u d d h i s t M a u r y a s a n d e s t ab l i shed t h e i r 

independen t k i n g d o m s ^ ' . T h e k i n g s o f b o t h these provinces-

were s t a u n c h fo l lowers o f the V e d i c r e l i g i o n a n d so e q u a l l y 

s t aunch I n d i a n pa t r i o t s . B o t h o f t h e m h a d b u i l t up m i g h t y 

a rmies w e l l - e q u i p p e d w i t h a r m s . T h e news t h a t t h e Greeks 

h a d conquered n o r t h e r n I n d i a , and t h a t the M a g a d h a k i n g , 

a w e a k B u d d h i s t , c o u l d no t a t a l l res is t i t , caused a great 

furore amongs t the V e d i c p o p u l a t i o n i n S o u t h I n d i a . A t l a s t , 

the k i n g of the i ndependen t S t a t e o f K a l i n g a , the v a l i a n t 

K h a r v e l a , d e c i d e d t o m a r c h h i m s e l f at t h e head o f a n a r m y 

aga ins t the Greek a r m y o f D e m e t r e o s . 

T H E Y A V A N A S R O U T E D : T H E I R H A S T Y 

R E T R E A T ! 

180. F i r s t o f a l l w i t h a m i g h t y a r m y he conquered 

Magadha^s a n d j o i n e d b a t t l e w i t h the G r e e k forces some

where nea r A y o d h y a ^ ^ . T h e s t r o n g I n d i a n a r m y o f K a l i n g a 

dea l t such a c r u s h i n g defeat u p o n the Greeks t h a t Demet reos ' " ' 

i m m e d i a t e l y t u r n e d h i s face b a c k w a r d s , a n d m a r c h e d off w i t h 
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a l l h i s a r m y b a c k to h i s home b e y o n d the P a n c h n a d ' ^ . 

181. A f t e r d r i v i n g the Greeks b e y o n d the f ron t i e r s o f 

I n d i a , K h a r v e l a d i d n o t find m u c h t i m e e i ther to pursue the 

fleeing enemy o r to o rgan ize the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the w h o l e 

o f t h a t r eg ion . P o l i t i c a l emergency d rove h i m b a c k t o 

K a l i n g a a l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y . H e d i d n o t de th rone the 

M a u r y a e m p e r o r o f M a g a d h a , K i n g B r i h a d r a t h . A s soon as 

he r e t u r n e d to K a h n g a , K h a r v e l a ce leb ra ted , a c c o r d i n g t o 

the V e d i c t r a d i t i o n , the horse ceremony '* , to commemora t e 

t h e b r i l l i a n t v i c t o r y he h a d g a i n e d aga in s t the Greeks i n de

fence o f the h o n o u r a n d l i b e r t y o f I n d i a . T h i s horse-sacr i f ice 

w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y k n o w n to have a n a t i o n a l a n d p o l i t i c a l 

s i g n i f i c a n c e " . Bes ide s o w i n g to A s o k a ' s ban , the V e d i c 

H i n d u s were n o t able to p e r f o r m a n y sacr i f ice wha t soever for 

the l a s t f o r t y o r fifty yea r s . B u t soon after the V e d i c s tates 

were es tab l i shed i n K a l i n g a a n d A n d h r a , t h i s horse-sacr i f ice , 

the first o f i t s k i n d was ce l eb ra t ed i n t o t a l defiance o f a l l the 

i n junc t ions o f A s o k a on the V e d i c r e l i g i o u s p rac t i ces i m m o r 

t a l i s i n g the c r u s h i n g defeat i n f l i c t e d o n the Greeks , the 

n a t i o n a l enemies o f I n d i a . 

A N O T H E R G R E E K I N V A S I O N 

182. See ing t h a t K h a r v e l a h a d r e t u r n e d to the sou th 

M e n a n d e r , w h o h a d so f a r s t a b i l i z e d h i s p o s i t i o n i n K a m b o j 

a n d G a n d h a r a n d w h o was fu r ious a t the d i sas te r me t w i t h b y 

Demet reos on h i s m a r c h aga ins t M a g a d h a , once aga in i n v a d e d 

I n d i a w i t h i n a p e r i o d o f four years '*. A s a t the t ime o f the 

i n v a s i o n o f Demet reos so also a t t h i s t i m e the Greeks d i d n o t 

meet w i t h a n y o p p o s i t i o n w o r t h the name i n the P a n c h n a d , 

w h i c h was d o m i n a t e d b y the B u d d h i s t s a n d , as such , h a d 

become paci f i s t . T h e weak descendant o f A s o k a o n the 

th rone o f M a g a d h a , t oo offered no effective res i s t ance . 

T H E B U D D H I S T S S Y M P A T H I Z E W I T H 

T H E G R E E K S 

183. O n the c o n t r a r y , M e n a n d e r cou ld en l i s t the .sym

p a t h y o f m a n y o f the B u d d h i s t s i n h is c a m p a i g n . F o r he 
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o p e n l y s a i d t h a t he a p p r o v e d o f m a n y o f the B u d d h i s t 

p r i n c i p l e s a n d t h a t he was soon g o i n g to become a c o n v e r t 

t o it^^. S o , m a n y B u d d h i s t preachers began t o pub l i c i se t h a t 

the Greeks h a d come t o fight w i t h the V e d i c H i n d u s a lone 

•and t h a t i f t h e y conque red I n d i a the i r s w o u l d be a B u d d h i s t 

r u l e ! T h e B u d d h i s t s were n o t m u c h conce rned w i t h the 

a l i e n n a t i o n a l i t y o f the G r e e k s . B u d d h i s m d i d n o t recognize 

t h e differences o f caste , race or n a t i o n a l i t y ! T h i s was the 

a n t i - n a t i o n a l a n d a n t i - I n d i a n w i c k e d w a y i n w h i c h the 

B u d d h i s t p reachers began to d e l u d e t h e people o f I n d i a ! 

A s t h e i r s y m p a t h e t i c ass is tance was so usefu l to M e n a n d e r , 

he too began to c i r c u l a t e t h r o u g h his G r e e k agents t h a t t h i s 

•campaign o f h i s was d i r e c t e d so le ly t o n i p i n the b u d the 

consp i r acy o f the V e d i c H i n d u s to s n a t c h a w a y the i m p e r i a l 

p o w e r f rom the hands o f the w e a k B u d d h i s t ru le r s o f M a g a 

dha**. M e n a n d e r came once a g a i n r e d u c i n g the P a n c h n a d 

a n d o the r p rov inces r i g h t up to A y o d h y a . I n o rde r to a v o i d 

t h e r e p e t i t i o n o f the s ad p l i g h t o f D e m e t r e o s w h o h a d made 

u n d u e haste a t a n i n o p p o r t u n e t i m e , M e n a n d e r spent some 

t i m e i n A y o d h y a c o n s o l i d a t i n g the n e w l y w o n t e r r i t o r i e s a n d 

r e p l e n i s h i n g h i s a r m y before he l a u n c h e d a n a t t a c k o n 

M a g a d h a and w a i t e d for the ausp i c ious m o m e n t . 

B U T T H E R E I N P A T A L I P U T R A . . . ? 

184. T h e V e d i c c o m m u n i t y a n d t h e i r leaders i n N o r t h 

• Ind i a had a l r e a d y exper ienced a surge o f hero ic s p i r i t 

because o f the v i c t o r y of the b r a v e K h a r v e l a o f K a l i n g a . 

T o a d d to i t the news a r r i v e d o f M e n a n d e r ' s m a n a c i n g i n v a 

s ion ! Bes ide s , the I n d i a n B u d d h i s t p o p u l a c e showed c lear 

s igns of defec t ion a n d b e t r a y a l o f t h e i r c o - n a t i o n a l i s t s to 

M e n a n d e r . T h e n a t i o n a l i s t I n d i a n leaders , therefore, f o r m e d 

a r e v o l u t i o n a r y b o d y w i t h a v i e w to de th rone the v a c i l l a t i n g 

a n d weak B r i h a d r a t h M a u r y a f rom the r o y a l seat o f M a g a d h a 

a n d rep lace h i m w i t h one o f the V e d i c sect, w h o was o f p r o v e n 

m e t a l l i k e C h a n d r a g u p t a M a u r y a . B u t e v e r y b o d y was c o n 

f r o n t e d w i t h the d i f S c u l t ques t ion as to w h o was there so b o l d 

a n d power fu l as to t a k e the l ead i n t h i s n a t i o n a l r e v o l u t i o n 
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a n d t o des t roy the Y a v a n a s (the Greeks) c o m p l e t e l y . 

P U S H Y A M I T R A 

185. A m o n g s t the r e m n a n t s o f t h e M a g a d h a n w a r r i o r s 

i n the a r m y o f the above-named B r i h a d r a t h M a u r y a was one, 

n a m e d P u s h y a m i t r a . H e w as a B r a h m i n b y b i r t h . H e was,: 

moreover , a s t a u n c h suppor t e r o f the V e d i c r e l i g i o n a n d 

I n d i a n n a t i o n a l i t y , a n d a devotee o f L o r d S h i v ' ' . H i s f a m i l y 

n a m e was S h u n g . E v e n i n the M a g a d h a n a r m y he h a d 

a t t a i n e d so m u c h i m p o r t a n c e because o f h i s m i l i t a r y e x p l o i t s , 

t h a t B r i h a d r a t h M a u r y a h i m s e l f h a d a p p o i n t e d h i m , n o t 

v e r y w i l l i n g l y b u t o n l y ou t o f necess i ty , t o the office o f the 

C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f o f the forces i n the face o f the d e a d l y 

w a r w i t h the i n v a d i n g Greeks . T h e m o m e n t he go t the r e i n s 

o f the h ighes t m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t y , P u s h y a m i t r a began t o 

enlarge a n d reorganize the a r m y o f M a g a d h a , a n d e q u i p p e d 

i t w i t h a l l the weapons . T h i s focussed the a t t e n t i o n o f a l l 

the p a t r i o t i c V e d i c popu l ace on P u s h y a m i t r a , the genera l 

o f the a r m y . E v e r y b o d y a n x i o u s l y h o p e d , i f G e n e r a l P u s h y a 

m i t r a s h o u l d l e a d the p o l i t i c a l coup ? W h o else, t h e y 

t h o u g h t , was , at t h a t t i m e , fitter a n d ab le r t h a n t h i s v a l i a n t 

hero to ascend the t r a d i t i o n a l i m p e r i a l t h r o n e o f the I n d i a n 

empi re ? 

186. F r o m the h i s t o r i c a l l y e s t ab l i shed facts o f t h i s 

M a g a d h a n p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h are go ing to be r e l a t ed 

v e r y s h o r t l y , i t w i l l be a m p l y c lear t h a t Gene ra l P u s h y a m i t r a 

m u s t have accep ted the l eadersh ip of the fu ture c o n s p i r a c y . 

I t i s v e r y l i k e l y t h a t he mus t have secured , i n a d v a n c e , a t 

leas t t a c i t consent o f h is a r m y a n d some o f i t s leaders, before 

he a c t e d open l j ' . 

A S S A S S I N A T I O N O F B R I H A D R A T H M A U R Y A 

187. W h i l e a l l these p r epa ra t i ons were g o i n g on , one 

d a y i t was d e c i d e d to h o l d a g r a n d m i l i t a r y r ev iew i n the 

v a s t c o u r t y a r d o f the r o y a l p a l a c e i n the c a p i t a l c i t y o f 

P a t a l i p u t r a . E m p e r o r ^ B r i h a d r a t h M a u r y a was present there 

t o wi tness the march -pas t a n d receive the sa lu te of the a r m y . 
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B u t w h i l e as pe r P u s h y a m i t r a ' s o rders the c e r e m o n i a l m o v e 

men t s o f the f o u r - f o l d a r m y a n d the i r different f o r m a t i o n s 

were g o i n g on w i t h a l l p o m p a n d show a n d noise a n d bus t l e , 

for some reason, n o t k n o w n to h i s t o r y , some t r o u b l e arose 

near the p lace where K i n g B r i h a d r a t h was s i t t i n g . I n the 

e x c i t e m e n t o f the moment . G e n e r a l P u s h y a m i t r a m a r c h e d on 

B r i h a d r a t h M a u r y a w h o h a d come t o be m e r e l y the t i t u l a r 

head o f the empi re a n d beheaded him^^. 

188. T h i s c h o p p i n g off o f the head o f B r i h a d r a t h p u t a 

s top t o the d y n a s t y of the M a u r y a s ! T h e B u d d h i s t i c M a u r y a n 

E m p i r e m e t i t s d o o m t h a t d a y ! 

189. T h i s u n e x p e c t e d and h o r r i b l e t u r n o f events 

caused a grea t furore i n the large c r o w d assembled there . B u t 

d i d a n y o f the a r m e d w a r r i o r s or a n y o n e f r o m those o f the 

r o y a l househo ld w h o were s i t t i n g near K i n g B r i h a d r a t h 

a t t a c k Genera l P u s h y a m i t r a ? N o , no t a t a l l . O n the c o n 

t r a r y , the whole a r m y h a i l e d h i m as t he i r leader'®. 

190. F o r , G e n e r a l P u s h y a m i t r a h a d done e x a c t l y w h a t the 

so ld ie r s themselves a n d m a n y o thers w a n t e d to d o b u t c o u l d 

no t , as n o b o d y i n the w h o l e o f I n d i a d a r e d shou lde r the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for such an h a z a r d o u s deed. P u s h y a m i t r a 

h a d s i m p l y done the u n a v o i d a b l e n a t i o n a l d u t y o f k i l l i n g 

A s o k a ' s descendant , B r i h a d r a t h M a u r y a , w h o h a d p r o v e d 

h i m s e l f t h o r o u g h l y i n c o m p e t e n t to defend the independence 

o f the I n d i a n empire*". 

P U S H Y A M I T R A A N D C H A N D R A G U P T A 

191. C h a n d r a g u p t a a n d C h a n a k y a h a d to assass inate , 

as a n u n a v o i d a b l e n a t i o n a l d u t y , S a m r a t M a h a p a d m a N a n d a 

who h a d p r o v e d h i m s e l f t h o r o u g h l y i n c a p a b l e o f r e p u l s i n g the 

G r e e k s for the p r o t e c t i o n o f the I n d i a n empi re a n d i t s i n d e 

pendence at the t i m e of the first G r e e k i n v a s i o n o f A l e x a n d e r . 

J u s t for the same reason P u s h y a m i t r a h a d to cu t off the 

head o f B r i h a d r a t h M a u r y a , t h e n o m i n a l B u d d h i s t empero r , 

s i m p l y as a n a t i o n a l d u t y . 
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E M P E R O R P U S H Y A M I T R A S H U N G 

192 . T h i s momen tous event t o o k p lace r o u n d abou t 

184 B . C . " a n d w i t h a l l the V e d i c r i t u a l s P u s h y a m i t r a was 

a n n o i n t e d E m p e r o r o f I n d i a o n the t h r o n e o f A s o k a i n P a t a 

l i p u t r a . I t m a r k e d the end o f the M a u r y a d y n a s t y a n d the 

b e g i n n i n g of the r e i g n o f the Shungas . 

E M P E R O R P U S H Y A M I T R A ' S C A M P A I G N 
A G A I N S T T H E G R E E K S ! 

193. F i r s t o f a l l , P u s h y a m i t r a s t a b i l i z e d the a d m i n i s 

t r a t i v e se t -up and c o n s o l i d a t e d h i s p o s i t i o n i n h is c a p i t a l 

a n d the regions a r o u n d i t a n d af ter m o b i l i z i n g a s t r o n g four 

f o l d a r m y , eager to fight, he f e l l u p o n M e n a n d e r w h o h a d so 

f a r d u g i n h i s feet safe i n A y o d h y a * * . F i n d i n g i t e x t r e m e l y 

d i f f i cu l t to h o l d t h e i r g r o u n d before the m i g h t y a rms o f the 

I n d i a n a r m y , t h e G r e e k genera l , M e n a n d e r began to re t rea t . 

E a r l i e r D e m e t r e o s h a d n o t been pu r sued ; b u t t h i s t i m e 

P u s h y a m i t r a was no t g o i n g to be s l ack . H e chased a n d 

h u n t e d d o w n the G r e e k a r m y . I n f l i c t i n g defeat after defeat 

o n t h e G r e e k a r m y a n d caus ing confus ion i n t h e i r r a n k s , 

P u s h y a m i t r a d r o v e the d i s p i r i t e d a n d v a n q u i s h e d M e n a n d e r 

fa r b e y o n d the I n d u s . T h e I n d i a n empi re r i g h t u p to the 

I n d u s was once a g a i n set free f r o m the G r e e k p o l i t i c a l 

dominance* ' . 

T H E G R E E K S W O R D W A S B R O K E N , T H E G R E E K 

S H I E L D S H A T T E R E D , T H E V E R Y R O O T O F 

T H E I R P O L I T I C A L P O W E R D U G U P 

A N D D E S T R O Y E D ! 

194. T h i s was the l a s t o f the G r e e k aggress ions o n 

I n d i a . T h i s t e r r i b l e defeat i n f l i c t e d on the Greeks b y P u s h y a 

m i t r a consumed t h e i r s t r e n g t h so m u c h t h a t t h e y neve r h a d 

the h e a r t to s t r i k e a g a i n a t B h a r a t a n y t i m e i n fu tu re ! 

B h a r a t t hus a n n i h i l a t e d t h i s G r e e k enemy w h o h a d been a 

source o f cons tan t t r oub le s ince the t i m e o f A l e x a n d e r . 

195. P u s h y a m i t r a a n n e x e d a l l the t e r r i t o r y l i b e r a t e d 

f rom the G r e e k hands t o h is o w n empire**. H e a p p o i n t e d a t 
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U j j a i i i h i s son , A g n i m i t r a , as the v i c e r o y o f the r eg ion . G e n e r a l 
A g n i m i t r a was a b r a v e a n d ab le c o m m a n d e r l i k e h i s fa ther . 
H e f o r c e d the l a n d up to V i d a r b h a i n the S o u t h to a c k n o w 
ledge h i s o v e r l o r d s h i p . B u t l a t e r V i d a r b h a refused to do so. 
H e n c e A g n i m i t r a a t t a c k e d i t . I n the b a t t l e V i d a r b h a d h i s h 
(the l o r d o f V i d a r b h a ) was defeated**. A m i d s t a l l t h i s c o n 
fu s ion . P r inces s M a l a v i k a , the daugh te r of the V i d a r b h a r a j , 
was enamoured o f the b r a v e r y a n d o the r v i r t u e s o f A g n i m i t r a 
a n d w a s v e r y eager to m a r r y h i m . So w i t h the consent o f 
P u s h y a m i t r a , the K i n g o f V i d a r b h a ce lebra ted her m a r r i a g e 
w i t h A g n i m i t r a . T h i s n o t o n l y c rea ted t h e b o n d s o f f r i e n d 
s h i p b u t a lso the bonds o f b l o o d - r e l a t i o n between the t w o 
r o y a l f a m i l i e s . O n t h i s r o m a n t i c theme i t s e l f has K a l i d a s 
composed h is famous p l a y Malavikagnimitra. 

A H O R S E - S A C R I F I C E I N T H E V E R Y P A T A L I P U T R A 
O F A S O K A ! 

196. P u s h y a m i t r a , w h o h a d c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d t h e 
Greeks , the age-o ld a l i e n enemies o f the n a t i o n , a n d r e juve 
n a t e d t h e I n d i a n empi re , h a d a c q u i r e d w i t h h i s o w n s p l e n d i d 
v i c t o r i e s the r i g h t t o p e r f o r m a horse-sacr i f ice a c c o r d i n g 
to the V e d i c t r a d i t i o n . A b o u t th i s r i g h t o f S a m r a t P u s h y a 
m i t r a Vincent S m i t h wr i tes i n h is Early History of India 
(1924), " T h e Y a v a n a s a n d a l l o t h e r r i v a l s h a v i n g been 
d i sposed o f i n due course, P u s h y a m i t r a . was j u s t i f i ed i n 
h i s c l a i m to r e i g n as the p a r a m o u n t power o f n o r t h I n d i a 
a n d s t r a i g h t a w a y proceeded to a n n o u n c e h i s success b y a 
magni f icen t c e l eb ra t i on of the A s h v a m e d h a Sacr i f ice a t h i s 
c a p i t a l . (P.212)*6. 

197. T h i s d e c l a r a t i o n o f c e l eb ra t i ng a horse-sacr i f ice 
b y S a m r a t P u s h y a m i t r a t l i r i l l e d the w h o l e c o u n t r y , b a r r i n g 
the m i n o r i t y c o m m u n i t y o f the B u d d h i s t s , w i t h n a t i o n a l 
p r i d e a n d m a r t i a l t r i u m p h . I n the v e r y c a p i t a l o f A s o k a , 
who h a d d e p r i v e d the V e d i c H i n d u s o f t h e i r r e l i g i o u s free
d o m b y means o f his supreme p o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t y , was t h i s 
A s h v a m e d h a o f S a m r a t P u s h y a m i t r a t o be p e r f o r m e d . T h i s 
horse-sacrif ice o f P u s h y a m i t r a was i n fact a p u b l i c i m p e r i a l 
p r o c l a m a t i o n o f S a m r a t P u s h y a m i t r a t h a t a l l the r e s t r i c t i o n s 
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i m p o s e d b y A s o k a o n the r e l i g i o u s f r eedom o f the V e d i c 

H i n d u s were w i t h d r a w n . 

198. E m p e r o r P u s h y a m i t r a ' s g r a n d so n , V a s u m i t r a , w a s 

also a s p i r i t e d y o u n g pr ince , as h i s fa ther , P u s h y a m i t r a ' s s o n , 

A g n i m i t r a was a v e t e r a n a r m y - l e a d e r a n d a n efficient r o y a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r . W h e n S a m r a t P u s h y a m i t r a l e t h is s a c r i f i c i a l 

horse loose o n i t s t r i u m p h a l m a r c h t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a n d , t h e 

t a s k o f p r o t e c t i n g t h a t horse w i t h a s t r o n g a r m y was ent rus

t e d t o t h i s b r ave y o u n g g randson . G e n e r a l V a s u m i t r a . T h e 

horse was n o t o b s t r u c t e d i n h i s free r a m b l e r i g h t u p t o t h e 

b a n k s o f the I n d u s . B u t o n the b a n k s o f the I n d u s he w a s 

o p p o s e d b y a c e r t a i n Y a v a n K i n g w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

c o n v e n t i o n s o f the t i m e , m e a n t t h a t the s o v e r e i g n t y o f 

P u s h y a m i t r a was c h a l l e n g e d . So the y o u n g G e n e r a l V a s u 

m i t r a fough t w i t h the ' Y a v a n ' enemy a n d after de fea t ing h i m 

c o m p l e t e l y , go t re leased the ce remon ia l horse . T h e b o u n d 

less j o y t h a t was u n i v e r s a l l y fe l t i n the c a p i t a l , w h e n after a 

y e a r the i n v i n c i b l e a n d u n c o n q u e r e d G e n e r a l V a s u m i t r a 

t r i u m p h a n t l y m a r c h e d i n t o the c i t y , can v e r y w e l l be seen i n t h e 

f o r m a l i n v i t a t i o n sent b y P u s h y a m i t r a t o h i s son , A g n i m i t r a , 

w h i c h is s t i l l a v a i l a b l e to us i n a l m o s t the v e r y same w o r d s 

o f the Emperor*®". K a l i d a s has p r a c t i c a l l y r e p r o d u c e d i t 

v e r b a t i m et l i t t e r a t i m i n h i s a fo resa id p l a y , ' M a l a v i k a g n i m i t r a ' . 

T h a t l e t t e r i n the d r a m a is so i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t e v e r y b o d y 

m i g h t r e a d i t w i t h p leasure . I t i s a l i v i n g document o f the 

t hough t s o f S a m r a t P u s h y a m i t r a a n d t h e c o m m o n feel ings o f 

the people o f those t r i u m p h a n t d a y s . 

A N A T I O N A L F E S T I V A L 

199 . T h e fes t ive occas ion o f the ho r se -ce remony was 

g r a c e d w i t h the presence o f the grea t sages a n d ascet ics o f 

I n d i a , B r a h m i n s w e l l - v e r s e d i n a l l the V e d i c l o r e , the h i g h 

b o r n K s h a t r i y a K i n g s a n d p r inces , the p r o m i n e n t officers 

a n d a d m i n i s t r a t o r s o f the empi re , eminen t c i t i zens a n d 

leaders i n towns . P a t a n j a l i w h o was r e n o w n e d as the grea tes t 

o f the scho la r s a n d who has now cotne to be l i s t e d , w i t h 

u n i v e r s a l a p p r o v a l , a m o n g the w o r l d ' s g rea tes t s cho la r s— 
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i n c l u d i n g the wes te rn ones—was also presen t on t h a t g lo r ious 

occas ion . W i t h the bless ings a n d p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f s u c h 

ce lebr i t i es the f e s t i v a l o f t h a t horse-sacr i f ice n a t u r a l l y came 

to acqu i r e the d i g n i t y a n d g r andeu r o f the I n d i a n n a t i o n a l 

v i c t o r y ove r the M l e n c h c h a s . 

T O T A L L Y A N N I H I L A T E D A S I A N G R E E K S T O C K 

200. A f t e r the Greeks were d r i v e n a w a y b e y o n d the 

I n d u s b y S a m r a t P u s h y a m i t r a r o u n d abou t 190 t o 180 B . C . 

a n d I n d i a was r i d o f a l l G r e e k d o m i n a n c e , t h e G r e e k race 

saw the b e g i n n i n g o f t h e i r e x t i n c t i o n . B e y o n d the I n d u s i n 

•Gandhar a n d B a c t r i a ( B a l h i k ) t h e y h a d some s m a l l s ta tes 

d r a g g i n g o n t he i r u n c e r t a i n exis tence . A n d about the b e g i n n i n g 

•of the first c e n t u r y o f the C h r i s t i a n era , w h e n a grea t t i d e o f 

the fierce w a r - l i k e race o f the Sakas f rom C e n t r a l A s i a dashed 

a g a i n s t B a c t r i a , P e r s i a a n d G a n d h a r , the Greeks k n e w n o t 

wrhere t o flee i n o rder t o escape the t e r r i b l e i m p a c t o f S a k a s ' 

sha rp s w o r d s . T h e y fled w i t h w i v e s a n d c h i l d r e n , the o l d 

a n d the i n f an t . A t l a s t t h e y crossed the I n d u s a n d entered 

I n d i a t o save t h e i r l ives* ' . B u t n o w they came as d i s p l a c e d 

persons s eek ing she l te r ! W h a t a t r a g i c i r o n y ! T h i s i n f l u x 

o f the i r s was a fa r c r y f rom the t r i u m p h a n t e n t r y o f t h e i r 

fore-fathers unde r A l e x a n d e r a n d Seleucos! T h e l a t t e r r u shed 

i n c r y i n g hoarse fo r w a r , w h i l e the present Greeks came i n 

begging fo r she l te r ! ! 

2 0 1 . B u t I n d i a gave t h e m she l t e r v e r y g r a c i o u s l y i n 

those mos t u n f o r t u n a t e d a y s , f o r g e t t i n g a l l enmity*^. These 

r u n a w a y Greeks s e t t l ed s e v e r a l l y wherever a n d whenever 

t h e i r separa te ba tches c o u l d find a n y shel ter . Some o f t h e m 

became conver t s to B u d d h i s m w h i l e some c o u r t e d H i n d u i s m . 

B u t as V e d i c H i n d u s a lone h a d t h e i r states eve rywhere i n 

I n d i a , these Greeks , whe the r t h e y were B u d d h i s t s o r V e d i c 

H i n d u s , were no t able to cause a n y sor t o f p o l i t i c a l t r o u b l e . 

T h e y a d o p t e d t h e I n d i a n languages, I n d i a n cus toms a n d 

s w i f t l y t hey were merged c o m p l e t e l y i n the I n d i a n soc ie ty . 

A n d because t h e y h a d m a r i t a l a n d o the r s o c i a l r e l a t i ons w i t h 

the I n d i a n s , w i t h i n a c e n t u r y o r t w o t h e y c o m p l e t e l y l o s t the 
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sense o f t h e i r separa te exis tence as Greeks—the sense o f t h e i r 

separate n a t i o n a l i t y ! J u s t as a l u m p o f sa l t d i s so lves s w i f t l y 

i n t o the t o r r e n t i a l cu r ren t o f the Ganges , i n the same w a y 

t h e i r Greek e x t r a c t i o n was t o t a l l y merged i n t o the t i d a l w a v e 

o f I n d i a n l i f e . 

T H E M L E N C H C H A S M E R G E D I N T O O U R 

C I V I L I Z A T I O N 

202. M o s t o f the wes te rn h i s to r i ans , a n d ou r o w n 

t o o , . have c o m p l e t e l y m i s s e d one p o i n t i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n 

w h i c h for t h a t v e r y reason m u s t be made e x p l i c i t here. I t i s 

t h i s . W h e t h e r i t was the Greeks o r o ther f o r e i g n aggressors, 

— w h o e v e r came flashing t he i r swords bu t w h o were u l t i m a t e l y 

conquered a n d engul fed , c o m p l e t e l y submerged i n our soc i e ty 

l e a v i n g n o t a t race of t he i r separate exis tence b e h i n d . I n 

o v e r y case i t has been a m p l y p r o v e d t h a t i t was o n l y when 

the aggressor ' s i n s o l e n t s w o r d was bea ten d o w n — i t was o n l y 

w h e n the aggressor was v a n q u i s h e d c o m p l e t e l y i n the d e a d l y 

a r m e d confl ic t on the ba t t l e f i e ld—tha t those foreigners became 

so v e r y t a m e a n d p l i a b l e as to be eas i ly o v e r w h e l m e d a n d 

•dissolved i n o u r soc i e ty . T h i s was ach i eved n o t b y peace fu l 

pe r suas ion , b u t b y the s t ronger a n d dead l i e r weapons. 

N O R E L I G I O U S P E R S E C U T I O N - B U T T H E M O S T 

A P P R O P R I A T E P U N I S H M E N T F O R T R E A S O N ! 

203 . Some o f the o l d B u d d h i s t b o o k s , i n the loquac ious 

s t y l e o f the P u r a n a s , enlarge u p o n the c r u e l t r e a t m e n t me ted 

o u t b y P u s h y a m i t r a to B u d d h i s t b h i k k u s , u p o n the ou t r i gh t 

massacre o f some o f them, a n d the d e s t r u c t i o n o f some o f the 

B u d d h i s t m o n a s t e r i e s " . E v e n the E u r o p e a n his tor ians*" 

h a v e set as ide a l l these references as exaggera ted ones! S t i l l 

some o f t h e m have s t a t ed t h a t there s h o u l d be some g r a i n o f 

t r u t h a t the roo t o f these exaggera ted accounts t h a t P u s h y a 

m i t r a m i g h t have been g u i l t y o f some s l i g h t p e r s e c u t i o n o f 

the B u d d h i s t s b y M 'ay of revenge . W e also feel tha t S a m r a t 

P u s h y a m i t r a m i g h t have t a k e n g o o d m a n y o f the B u d d h i s t s 

t o task , bu t n o t for a n y p h i l o s o p h i c a l o r t h e o l o g i c a l difference 
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o f o p i n i o n . 

204. T h e B u d d h i s t s were n o t persecu ted as a class s i m p l y 

because t h e y be l i eved i n n i h i l i s m o r agnos t i c i sm or because 

some o f t h e m were a tneis ts w h i l e o thers were n o n - v i o l e n t o n 

p r i n c i p l e a n d c o n d e m n e d the V e d a s , o r because t h e i r r e l i 

g ious r i t u a l s were i n m a n y w a y s different f r o m those o f t h e 

V e d i c H i n d u s . L o r d B u d d h a h i m s e l f expe r i enced no o b s t a c l e 

i n the p r o p a g a t i o n o f h i s f a i t h ! L e t t h a t a lone ! T h e 

B u d d h i s t f a i t h h a d been more or less th ree h u n d r e d years o l d 

b y the t i m e o f C h a n d r a g u p t a ' s success ion t o the t h r o n e ! I n 

h i s u n d i v i d e d a l l - I n d i a H i n d u empi re a n d a lso d u r i n g t h e 

tenure o f the m i n i s t e r i a l office o f the s t aunch A r y a C h a n a k y a , 

no B u d d h i s t pe r secu t ion o f a n y s o r t was r e p o r t e d b y t h e 

G r e e k ambassador , Megas thenes , w h o b a d s t a y e d a t the cou r t 

o f the first M a u r y a E m p e r o r for yea r s together . Megas thenes 

does n o t refer to B u d d h i s m even b y name, fo r t h e y h a d 

n o t t i l l t h e n f o r m e d a n y a n t i - n a t i o n a l a n d p o l i t i c a l a l l i a n c e s 

d e t r i m e n t a l t o the in te res t s o f the n a t i o n e i ther w i t h A l e x 

ander o r Se leucos . I t was n o t t h e n poss ib le for t hem! T h a t i s 

w h y a lone w i t h m a n y o the r r e l i g i o n i s t s the B u d d h i s t s a l so 

c o u l d observe t h e i r o w n r i t u a l s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r o w n be l ie fs 

a n d l i k i n g s . Bes ides , they c o u l d o p e n l y p r e a c h b y sweet pe r 

suas ion a n d d i s c u s s i o n . 

205 . Subsequent to the i n v a s i o n s o f A l e x a n d e r a n d 

Seleucos, w h e n the Greeks came r a i d i n g fo r t h e second t i m e 

unde r Demet reos a n d M e n a n d e r a n d when a d v a n c i n g as far as 

A y o d h y a t h e y were abou t t o de throne the r e i g n i n g k i n g o f 

M a g a d h a a n d endanger the independence o f the I n d i a n e m p i r e . 

A t t h a t t i m e the I n d i a n B u d d h i s t s p l a y e d a brazen-faced-

t reacherous ro le , as i s seen f rom the fact t h a t these B u d d h i s t s : 

swore t he i r l o y a l t y to the G r e e k E m p e r o r , M e n a n d e r , w h o m 

they ca l l ed M i l i n d . W h e n the l a t t e r a d o p t e d the B u d d h i s t 

cu l t , t h e y accepted h i m as the K i n g o f the r e g i o n conque red 

b y h i m ^ i . T h e B u d d h i s t scholars a n d ' b h i k k u s ' p r o u d l y 

s t r u t t d i n the I n d i a n cour ts o f those G r e e k s , as i f t h e y were 

m o v i n g i n some n a t i o n a l cou r t . I n o rde r t o p u t d o w n as 

s t e rn ly as poss ib le these h i g h l y ob jec t ionab le t reacherous ac t s 
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o f these I n d i a n B u d d h i s t s , the p l o t s h a t c h e d to u n d e r m i n e 

the n a t i o n a l independence , a n d the open i n s t i g a t i o n t o d o 

a n t i - n a t i o n a l ac ts w h i c h w e n t o n i n c e s s a n t l y t h r o u g h v a r i o u s 

B u d d h i s t monas te r ies a n d v i h a r a s , P u s h y a m i t r a a n d h i s gene

ra ls were fo rced , b y the ex igency o f the t i m e , w h e n the w a r 

was a c t u a l l y g o i n g on , to h a n g the I n d i a n B u d d h i s t s w h o were 

g u i l t y o f sed i t ious acts a n d to p u l l d o w n the monas t e r i e s 

w h i c h h a d become t h e centres o f s e d i t i o n . I t was a jus t 

p u n i s h m e n t for h i g h t reason a n d f o r j o i n i n g hands w i t h the 

enemy, i n o rde r t h a t I n d i a n independence a n d empi re m i g h t 

be p r o t e c t e d . I t was no r e l ig ious p e r s e c u t i o n . A s the 

supreme a u t h o r i t y i n the i m p e r i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t ruc tu re o f 

I n d i a , i t was P u s h y a m i t r a ' s d u t y — a re l ig ious a n d k i n g l y 

d u t y a c c o r d i n g n a t i o n a l l ega l code—to chas t i se pe r f idy , 

whe the r i t was o n the p a r t o f the B u d d h i s t s o r o n t h a t o f the 

V e d i c H i n d u s ! 

A S O K A A N D P U S H Y A M I T R A 

206. I n t r a d i t i o n a l h i s t o r i c a l w r i t i n g s , m a i n l y based o n 

B u d d h i s t m y t h s , A s o k a has been e x t o l l e d as t o l e r an t o f diff

erent r e l i g ious sects w h i l e P u s h y a m i t r a w h o l l y c o n n i v i n g a t 

h i s efforts to e s t ab l i sh r e l ig ious f reedom, is g e n e r a l l y i m p u t e d 

w i t h i n to l e rence a n d p e r s e c u t i o n o f the B u d d h i s t . s . T h i s false 

n o t i o n has t o be cor rec ted . I f a n y b o d y i s a t a l l g u i l t y o f r e l i 

g ious in to le rence , i t was A s o k a h imse l f . F o r , no t o n l y w i t h 

v e r b a l p r o p a g a n d a b u t w i t h the abuse o f his r e g a l a u t h o r i t y 

he d e c l a r e d as i l l e g a l a l l the f u n d a m e n t a l r e l i g i o u s r i t u a l s , 

s u c h as sacr i f ice a n d h u n t i n g b y the V e d i c H i n d u s who f o r m e d 

t h e m a j o r i t y o f h i s subjects . B u t P u s h y a m i t r a d i d n o t 

i s sue a n y r o y a l decree en fo rc ing any per formances o f sacrif ices 

i n the B u d d h a V i h a r a s o r the w o r s h i p o f V a i s h v a d e v a i n eve ry 

B u d d h househo ld , even as a fitting r e t o r t to A s o k a ' s i n j u n 

c t i o n s . T h e B u d d h i s t s were as a b s o l u t e l y free as a l l o the r 

r e l i g i o u s sects to p e r f o r m the i r r e l i g ious r i t e s a n d enjoy 

r e l i g i o u s f reedom, so l o n g as t h e y a b s t a i n e d f rom a n y a n t i -

n a t i o n a l fo re ign con tac t . I t is l i k e l y t h a t i n the t r o u b l e d t imes 

o f n a t i o n a l w a r t h e chas t i sement o f the d i s l o y a l B u d d h i s t s 
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m i g h t have affected some o f the i n n o c e n t ones. B u t i t was> 

n o t a ru l e—but a n i n e v i t a b l e e x c e p t i o n ! 

207. W h a t P u s h y a m i t r a r e a l l y d i d was to re ins ta te t h e 

r e l ig ious f reedom w h i c h was a n n u l l e d b y A s o k a . I f a n y b o d y 

is to be c a l l e d i n t o l e r e n t o f r e l i g ious differences, i t s h o u l d be 

A s o k a a n d n o t P u s h y a m i t r a ! 

208. I n t h i s con tex t , the words o f V i n c e n t S m i t h w h o 

shows no p a r t i c u l a r p a r t i a l i t y for the V e d i c H i n d u s a n d y e t 

wr i t e s j u d i c i o u s l y are w o r t h r e m e m b e r i n g . 

209 . H o w e v e r , V i n c e n t S m i t h , t oo , l i k e o the r h is tor ians^ 

has n o t r ea l i zed t h a t the taain reason o f the genera l a n i m o s i t y 

t h a t the V e d i c H i n d u s fe l t toM ' a rds the B u d d h i s t s , a n d t h e 

pe r secu t ions t h a t the l a t t e r suffered a t t h e i r hands f rom t i m e 

t o t i m e , c u l m i n a t i n g i n the t o t a l a n n i h i l a t i o n o f B u d d h i s m 

i n I n d i a , is t h a t the B u d d h i s t s of ten t imes b e t r a y e d the 

cause o f I n d i a n independence a n d I n d i a n empi re . I n sp i te o f 

the fac t t h a t V i n c e n t S m i t h never r e a l i z e d t h i s m a i n reason 

o f the d o w n f a l l o f B u d d h i s m , he has h e l d the B u d d h i s t s 

r espons ib le for the r e l i g ious pe r secu t ion m e n t i o n e d i n v a r i o u s 

B u d d h i s t w r i t i n g s . A n e x t r a c t f r o m his Early History of 

India (1924) (P 213-14) w i l l bear o u t t h e a b o v e r e m a r k s : 

2 0 9 - A . " T h e m e m o r a b l e H o r s e Sacr i f ice o f P u s h y a m i t r a 

m a r k e d the b e g i n n i n g o f B r a h m a n i o a l ( V e d i c ?) r e a c t i o n 

w h i c h was f u l l y d e v e l o p e d b y cen tur ies l a t e r i n the t i m e o f 

o f S a m u d r a g u p t a a n d h is successors . . . i f c r ed i t m a y be g i v e n 

t o s e m i - m y t h o l o g i c a l s tor ies o f B u d d h i s t w r i t e r s , P u s h y a 

m i t r a was no t content w i t h the peace fu l r e v i v a l o f H i n d u 

r i tes , b u t i n d u l g e d i n a savage pe r secu t ion o f B u d d h i s m . . . i t 

w i l l be r a sh to reject t h i s t a l e as w h o l l y baseless, a l t h o u g h i t 

m a y be exagge ra t ed . . .Tha t such ou tburs t s af ter a l l s h o u l d 

h a v e o c c u r r e d is no t w o n d e r f u l if you consider the extreme 

oppressivenses of the Jain and Buddhist prohibition when 

ruthlessly enforced as they certainly were by some Rajas and 

probably by Asoka. The wonder rather is that the persecutions, 

were so rare. A n d t h a t as a r u l e the v a r i o u s sects managed 

to l i v e toge ther i n h a r m o n y a n d i n the en joyment o f f a i r l y 

i m p a r t i a l off ic ia l f a v o u r . " 
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210. P u s h y a m i t r a w h o , w i t h h i s a r m e d m i g h t , c o m p l e t e l y 

e x t e r m i n a t e d t h e G r e e k i n t r u s i o n w h i c h f r o m the t i m e o f 

A l e x a n d e r h a d of ten caused grea t h a r m t o I n d i a , a n d w h o , 

therefore , r i g h t l y deserves the t i t l e , ' Y a v a n - d e s t r o y e r , ' 

p r o t e c t e d a b l y for 36 years n o t o n l y the independence o f 

I n d i a w h i c h he h i m s e l f h a d w o n , b u t b r o u g h t abou t the m a n y 

s ided deve lopmen t o f h i s c o u n t r y a n d t h e n d i e d peace fu l l y i n 

149 B . C . 

211 . I n the sense i n w h i c h C h a n d r a g u p t a ' s r ou t o f t h e 

G r e e k pocke t s o f inf luence i n I n d i a is s a i d t o be the first 

g lo r i ous epoch o f H i n d u v i c t o r i e s ove r aggressors, t h i s 

T O T A L E X T I N C T I O N O F T H E G R E E K S i n I n d i a A T T H E 

H A N D S o f Y a v a n - d e s t r o y e r P U S H Y A M I T R A becomes neces

s a r i l y , T H E S E C O N D G L O R I O U S E P O C H o f I n d i a n 

H i s t o r y . 

* • 5f 



Glorious 

C H A P T E R I I I 

V I K R A M A D I T Y A , T H E A N N I H I L A T E R O F 
S A K A - K U S H A N M E N A C E 

212. A f t e r the t o t a l d e s t r u c t i o n o f the Greeks , I n d i a 
saw ano the r fo re ign aggress ion w h i c h has to be r e c k o n e d 
w i t h i n the I n d i a n h i s t o r y r a t h e r c o n s p i c u o u s l y a n d w h i c h 
was i n some respects more ominous a n d e x t e n s i v e t h a n those 
o f the a rmies o f A l e x a n d e r o r o ther G r e e k genera l s . I m e a n 
t h e i n c u r s i o n s o f t h e S a k a s a n d K u s h a n s . 

213 . A l t h o u g h the Sakas a n d the K u s h a n s i n some 
respects differed v e r y w i d e l y a n d a l t h o u g h t h e y fough t each 
o ther v e r y f u r i o u s l y , f r o m t h e I n d i a n p o i n t o f v i e w t h e y 
h a d such a s t r i k i n g s i m i l a r i t y t h a t t hey appea red a l m o s t 
i d e n t i c a l ^ . H e n c e t h e i r hordes , w h i c h dashed a g a i n s t 
I n d i a , l i k e t i d a l waves , one af ter ano the r , were g e n e r a l l y 
c a l l e d Sakas b y the c o m m o n I n d i a n people . A t some p laces 
i n the I n d i a n l i t e r a t u r e t h e y are re fe r red to as ' K u s h s ' ^ . F o r 
t h i s v e r y reason, i n t h i s b o o k too b o t h o f t h e m are m e n t i o n 
e d as S a k a s . 

214. T h e Sakas l i v e d i n C e n t r a l A s i a b e y o n d B a c t r i a 
( B a l h i k ) i n l a rge w i l d gangs*. T h e r e g i o n b e y o n d t h e m w a s 
o c c u p i e d b y t r ibes , e q u a l l y w i l d a n d ferocious*. E v e n 
b e y o n d t h i s r eg ion r i g h t i n C h i n a , there were s t i l l w i l d e r . 
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m o r e feroc ious , b u t b r a v e r n o m a d i c t r ibes o f t h e m i l l i o n s o f 

H u n s ( H s i u n g N u ) w h i c h were a l w a y s a t war w i t h one another*. 

T h e s e S a k a s , K u s h a n s a n d the H u n s e n t e r t a i n e d b i t t e r 

e n m i t y t o w a r d s one ano the r a n d were c o n s t a n t l y a t war . 

215 . A b o u t a h u n d r e d a n d fifty yea r s before C h r i s t , 

t r i b a l feuds amongs t these n o m a d i c t r ibes flared up i n s u c h 

"terrible m a n n e r as were neve r h e a r d o f before . One o f these 

t r ibes , t h e H u n s or H s i u n g N u s o f C h i n a w h o were the m o s t 

p e r t i n a c i o u s desperados o f a l l , f e l l w i t h a l l t h e i r f e r o c i t y a n d 

m i g h t u p o n the n e i g h b o u r i n g t r i b e o f the K u s h a n s , d r i v i n g 

t h e m off c o m p l e t e l y ou t o f t h e i r h o m e l a n d t o w a r d s the 

"west®. So the K u s h a n s i n t h e i r t u r n fe l l i n repea ted v i o l e n t 

" t ida l waves u p o n t h e i r n e x t ne ighbour s , the Sakas , who were 

t h e n h a p p i l y ensconced to the n o r t h o f B a c t r i a ( B a l h i k ) ; 

•and af ter e x t e r m i n a t i n g the l a t t e r f r o m t h e i r abode t h e y 

f o u n d e d there t h e i r o w n k i n g d o m , i n s t e a d . T h e S a k a s 

f a i t h f u l l y f o r w a r d e d tha t k i c k to the a d j o i n i n g B a c t r i a n s 

•whom t h e y a t t a c k e d i n s t a n t l y . I n B a c t r i a ( B a l h i k ) were a t 

t h i s t i m e , s m a l l G r e e k s ta tes , m a i n t a i n i n g t h e i r p reca r ious 

•existence s ince the t i m e o f A l e x a n d e r . B u t aga ins t the 

i repea ted a t t a c k s o f these w i l d t r i be s i n w h i c h the w o m e n t o o , 

o n horse back , fought shou lde r to sh o u l d e r w i t h m e n , these 

B a c t r i a n G r e e k s were a b s o l u t e l y unab le t o h o l d o n a n y longe r 

a n d were, therefore , c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d ' , t h e i r l a n d 

•being o v e r r u n a n d o c c u p i e d e n t i r e l y b y t h e S a k a s . B u t 

•even there , a n d w i t h i n a s h o r t s p a n o f a h u n d r e d yea r s o r 

so, came i n h o t p u r s u i t t h e i r i nve t e r a t e enemies, the K u s h a n s , 

whose l i ve s were spent , as those o f the S a k a s , more on c a m 

p a i g n i n g o n horses a n d i n f u l l y a r m e d m i l i t a r y camps t h a n 

; i n s t a b i l i z e d a n d prosperous c i t i e s . T h e H u n s aga in a t t a c k e d 

the S a k a - K u s h a n s a n d o u s t i n g t h e m even f rom B a c t r i a a n d 

•other coun t r i e s , e s t ab l i shed t h e i r o w n ru l e t he re . These 

e x t e r m i n a t e d S a k a - K u s h a n s , be ing b l o c k e d f rom b e h i n d a n d 

f r o m t h e sides, h a d to descend i n t o the r e g i o n o f B a l u c h i s 

t a n ' , a n d a l o n g the route t h r o u g h the B o l a n P a s s t h e y dashed 

-avalanche- l ike on the I n d i a n t e r r i t o r i e s o f S i n d h , K a t h i a w a d 
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a n d G u j a r a t . T h e y t r a m p l e d unde r t h e i r horses ' hoofs a d j o i n i n g 
I n d i a n t e r r i t o r y r u s h i n g v i o l e n t l y , p l u n d e r i n g a n d b u r n i n g 
towns a n d c i t i es , s p a r i n g ne i the r w o m e n no r c h i l d r e n . H i s t o r y , 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , does no t k n o w for c e r t a i n w h a t I n d i a n s ta tes 
e x i s t e d there a t t h a t t i m e , o r w h e t h e r o r n o t , t h e y c o u l d 
a r re s t t h i s i r r ep re s s ib l e aggress ion o f these M l e n c h c h a s . 
H o w e v e r i t i s n o t necessary to d iscuss the p r o b l e m here as i t 
does no t f a l l w i t h i n the scope o f t h i s b o o k w h i c h has been 
o u t l i n e d i n P a r a g r a p h 7. I t is enough to s ta te here t h a t 
r o u n d abou t the b e g i n n i n g o f the C h r i s t i a n era these S a k a s 
h a d o c c u p i e d the I n d i a n t e r r i t o r y o f B a l u c h i s t a n , S i n d h , 
K a t h i a w a d , G u j a r a t a n d some p a r t s o f A p a r a n t a k ( K o n k a n ) 
t o the sou th , r i g h t u p t o U j j a y i n i * . A n d the w h o l e o f I n d i a 
was e x t r e m e l y uneasy a t the gruesome p rospec t o f t h e 
poss ib l e incur s ions o f the K u s h a n s a n d H u n s w h o were t o 
f o l l o w the S a k a s ! 

S O U T H I N D I A W A S A B S O L U T E L Y F R E E F R O M 
T H E M L E N C H C H A - A G G R E S S I O N 

216. F o r e i g n aggressions , a t l eas t i n the anc ien t p e r i o d 
o f our h i s t o r y , be ing l a u n c h e d t h r o u g h the n o r t h - w e s t e r n 
f ront ie rs , i t was m o s t l y o u r n o r t h I n d i a n b r e t h r e n w h o h a d 
t o bear the w h o l e b run t , o p p o s i n g t h e m as best as t h e y c o u l d 
a n d i n the l o n g a r d u o u s r u n d e s t r o y e d t h e m c o m p l e t e l y . 
T h a t i s w h y d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d no f o r e i g n enemy c o u l d crosa 
the V i n d h y a s a n d pene t ra te i n t o the S o u t h e r n h a l f o f I n d i a . 
B a r r i n g the one s o l i t a r y , t r an s i en t a n d ha l f -hea r t ed Arab-
invas ion^" , S o u t h e r n I n d i a c o n t i n u e d to en joy u n h a m p e r e d 
comple t e l i b e r t y , sovere ign i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y , a n d m a t e r i a l 
p ro spe r i t y ; for a lmos t since 500 B . C . no fo re ign aggressor was-
able to cross the V i n d h y a s a n d step i n t o the S o u t h . R i g h t 
f rom K a l i n g a to the P a n d y a s , the Cheras , the C h o l a s a n d 
o ther S o u t h - I n d i a n ru le r s o f the t i m e h a d a l w a y s k e p t i n 
readiness s t rong n a v a l forces, fleets a n d flotillas to p ro tec t the-
W e s t e r n , E a s t e r n a n d S o u t h e r n seas aga ins t a l l fo re ign i n c u r 
s ions . N a t u r a l l y , the I n d i a n sea-fronts r e m a i n e d absolutely:^ 
i n v i o l a b l e t h r o u g h o u t a l l t h i s p e r i o d . O n the c o n t r a r y t h e 
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s t r o n g S o u t h - I n d i a n n a v a l powers h a d c a r r i e d t he i r i n v i n c i b l e -

a n d conque r ing a rmadas t o B u r m a , S i a m a n d other coun t r i e s 

r i g h t u p t o the P h i l i p p i n e s a n d e s t ab l i shed t h e i r over-sea 

p o l i t i c a l , c u l t u r a l a n d c o m m e r c i a l empire^^. 

217. A s the fore ign aggressions t h r o u g h the n o r t h - w e s t 

f ron t i e r were success fu l ly opposed there a n d t h e n b y o u r 

n o r t h - I n d i a n heroes, those v a r i o u s enemies c o u l d n o t even 

reach the N a r m a d a r i v e r . B u t t h e S a k a s h a v i n g e n t e r e d 

I n d i a t h r o u g h the B o l a n Pass i n B a l u c h i s t a n , i n t h e coas ta l 

p r o v i n c e s o f S i n d h , K a t h i a w a d a n d G u j a r a t , were c o m p a r a 

t i v e l y exposed to t h e i r o w n a t t a c k s a n d t h i s was the fo re ign 

aggress ion o n S o u t h I n d i a . B u t t h a t too p r o v e d abor t ive . . 

W h y ? 

T H E A W A K E N I N G O F T H E A N D H R A S 

218. F o r t u n a t e l y , a t t h i s v e r y t i m e were r i s i n g t a 

p r o m i n e n c e the t w o S ta tes o f K a l i n g a a n d A n d h r a w h o w e r e 

s t a u n c h fo l lowers o f the V e d i c r e l i g i o n a n d were n a t i o n a l i s t , 

i n t h e i r o u t l o o k . L i k e a l l o the r n a t i o n a l i s t I n d i a n s the-

A n d h r a s were beside themselves w i t h m o r t i f i c a t i o n a n d i n d i g 

n a t i o n a t the f o r e i g n S a k a a t t a c k o n the v a s t I n d i a n region, 

f r o m S i n d h to U j j a i n a n d a t the sad a n d h u m i l i a t i n g fac t 

t h a t there s h o u l d be no I n d i a n power t o res i s t i t . M o r e o v e r , 

s i n c e some o f the S a k a hordes h a d r eached as far as A p a r a n -

t a k ( K o n k a n ) af ter h a v i n g crossed the N a r m a d a r i v e r , the 

safe ty o f the A n d h r a k i n g d o m i t s e l f was se r ious ly endangered. . 

F o r these v a r i o u s reasons the ru l e r s o f A n d h r a m a r c h e d w i t h 

a m i g h t y a r m y aga ins t the Sakas w i t h a v i e w t o a n n i h i l a t e 

t h e m c o m p l e t e l y , a n d fo r the first t i m e they c h a l l e n g e d 

the S a k a s ' m i g h t d r i v i n g t h e m b a c k b e y o n d the N a r m a d a 

river^^. S i m u l t a n e o u s l y w i t h th i s i m p a c t o f the A n d h r a s , 

the S a k a s w h o h a d t i l l t hen spread u p t o U j j a i n i n the-

n o r t h , suffered another defeat a t the hands o f the Y o u d h e y a s . 

a n d Malavas'^*. I t has a l r e a d y been descr ibed ( in p a r a g r a p h s 

.38 to 40 a n d 50 t o 62) w i t h w h a t i n v i n c i b l e v a l o u r these two-

repub l i c s h a d offered s a n g u i n a r y ba t t l e s i n the defence o f 

I n d i a n l i b e r t y even a t the t i m e of A l e x a n d e r ' s i n v a s i o n . So-
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b e i n g a t t a c k e d b y the A n d h r a s f rom t h e S o u t h a n d i n the 

n o r t h b y the Y o u d h e y a - M a l a v a s , the v e r y s t i n g o f the 

a.ggressive f ang o f the S a k a s was c o m p l e t e l y b l u n t e d a n d 

d e v e n o m e d . T h e i r progress s t o p p e d fo reve r . T h e y were 

never able t o e s t ab l i sh a u n i t a r y a n d p o w e r f u l r u l e o f a l l the 

S a k a s anywhere i n I n d i a . W h a t e v e r s t r a y k i n g d o m s t h e y 

h a d f o u n d e d so far i n I n d i a , were unab l e to face successfu l ly 

t h e t w o - p r o n g e d d r i v e o f the I n d i a n r e t a l i a t i o n . 

T H E V I C T O R I O U S M A L A V A S 

219. The a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d Y o u d h e y a s a n d the M a l a v a s 

a t t a c k e d the Sakas w h o h a d s p r e a d r o u n d a b o u t U j j a y i n i . 

A n a l l u s i o n has been f o u n d to have been m a d e to the fac t t h a t 

t h e M a l a v a s h a d i n v e s t e d the fo r t o f ' U t t a m b h a d r a ' r o u n d 

•about the y e a r 57 B . C . T h e t h e n c e l e b r a t e d K i n g o f S a k a s , 

n a m e d N a h a p a n , h a d fo rced the M a l a v a s t o l i f t t he siege. 

B u t soon af ter the M a l a v a forces e n c i r c l e d N a h a p a n w i t h 

b i s w h o l e a r m y f r o m a l l qua r t e r s . N a t u r a l l y a d e c i s i v e b a t t l e 

w a s j o i n e d , w h e r e i n the M a l a v a r e p u b l i c a n a r m y showed the 

l i m i t o f i t s v a l o u r , bu t n o t b e i n g con ten t w i t h the d e s t r u c t i o n 

•of the S a k a forces w h i c h were cons ide red t o be second-ra te 

t h e y k i l l e d i n the w a r t h e i r v e r y K i n g N a h a p a n " . 

M A L A V A S A M V A T 

220. Because o f t h i s c r u s h i n g defeat a t the hands o f 

t h e M a l a v a s , the S a k a m i l i t a r y m i g h t a n d mora l e was so 

m u c h s h a k e n t h a t t h e y seemed t o have t a k e n a f r i g h t o f t h e i r 

l i ve s to face p i t c h e d ba t t l e s w i t h the I n d i a n a rmies . T h i s 

b a t t l e is conspicuous i n ano the r respect too , i n as m u c h as 

the M a l a v a s s t a r t ed a new e ra o f t h e i r o w n i n the y e a r o f t h i s 

v i c t o r y t o commemora t e t h e i r s i g n a l success o v e r the S a k a s 

w h i c h h a d r e sounded t h r o u g h o u t the l e n g t h a n d b r e a d t h o f 

I n d i a . T h e y n a m e d th i s e ra as ' K r t ' , b u t on the coins t h a t 

t h e y s t r u c k on t h i s occas ion are i n s c r i b e d i n the B r a h m i 

s c r i p t legends such as ' M a l a v a j a y a h ' , ' M a l a v a n a m J a y a h ' , 

" M a l a v a G a n a s y a ' a n d so on^^. 
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T H I S IS T H E S A M E V I K R A M S A M V A T O F O U R S 

221 . I n o u r c o u n t r y , g o o d m a n y emperors s t a r t e d new-

eras i n t h e i r o w n names . I t was a t r a d i t i o n a l a m b i t i o n , a n d 

a k i n d o f r i g h t o f s u c h v i c t o r i o u s k i n g s a n d emperors t o s t y l e 

themse lves as ' S h a k a k a r t a s ' (the s t a r t e r s o f new eras). T h e 

l a tes t ins tance t h a t c a n be c i t e d is t h a t o f S h r i S h i v a j i M a h a r a j . 

H e too commenced h i s o w n era the ' S h i v e - S a k a ' . M o s t o f these 

v a r i o u s eras e n d e d w i t h the t e r m i n a t i o n o f these r o y a l d y n a s 

t ies . H o w e v e r , o f the t w o or th ree eras, w h i c h have a t t a i n e d 

a n a t i o n a l charac te r a n d w h i c h have been a d o p t e d b y t h e 

H i n d u w o r l d , a l t h o u g h reg ion-wise , a n d b y w h i c h n o t o n l y 

o u r m u n d a n e affairs bu t ou r r e l i g ious r i t e s also are d a t e d 

f o r more or less t w o t h o u s a n d yea rs , the M a l a v a - S a m v a t 

s h o u l d be remembered r a the r p a r t i c u l a r l y because th i s v e r y 

M a l a v a - S a m v a t l a t e r o n became ou r famous V i k r a m S a m v a t . 

222. T h e ce lebra ted h i s t o r i a n . D r . J a y a s w a l , i n h i s ' H i n d u 

P o l i t y ' , has a b l y u p h e l d the v i e w t h a t M a l a v a - S a m v a t is t h e 

same e r a as ou r V i k r a m S a m v a t . H o w e v e r , he m a i n t a i n s t h a t 

M a l a v a - S a m v a t was a lso c a l l e d V i k r a m S a m v a t (e ra 

c e l eb ra t i ng a v i c t o r y ) f r o m the v e r y b e g i n n i n g . B u t f rom t h e 

h i s t o r i c a l i n c i d e n t s t h a t we are g o i n g to c i t e here, i t s h o u l d be 

c lear t h a t ano ther v i e w o f the m a t t e r i s more accep tab le . 

T h i s second v i e w c l a i m s t h a t i t was t o ce lebra te t h e a l l - I n d i a 

cha rac t e r o f the G u p t a E m p e r o r , V i k r a m a d i t y a ' s v i c t o r y o v e r 

the S a k a - K u s h a n s w h i c h w i p e d o u t t h e i r separa te ex is tence 

f r o m the I n d i a n s o i l , w h e n the v i c t o r i o u s k i n g began to r u l e 

f r o m U j j a y a i n i . T h a t V i k r a m S a m v a t became, as y e a r s 

e lapsed , more a n d m o r e w i d e l y k n o w n t h r o u g h o u t t h e n a t i o n 

a n d e q u a l l y p o p u l a r , so t h a t t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e o f n o r t h 

I n d i a m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s are even n o w o b s e r v i n g i t i n t h e i r 

r e l i g ious r i t e s a n d ceremonies . 

O R I G I N O F V I K R A M S A M V A T A N D S H A L I V A H A N 
S A K A . 

223 . I t m u s t be m a d e clear here a n d n o w t h a t there i s 

y e t no agreement reached amongst the h i s t o r i a n s about the 

o r i g i n o f t h i s V i k r a m Samvat^^. There are v e r y w i d e dif fer-
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ences o f o p i n i o n about the c h r o n o l o g y o f v a r i o u s i m p o r t a n t 

even t s i n our anc ien t h i s t o r y . So are t h e y o n t h i s p o i n t t o o ! 

J J v e n i n respect o f the b i r t h o f G a u t a m B u d d h a t h e da tes 

suggested b y different h i s t o r i a n s v a r y a t t imes b y fifty or even 

a h u n d r e d years . T h e same c a n be s a i d o f K a n i s h k a ' s t imes . 

S o m e m a i n t a i n t h a t he ascended the th rone i n 78 A . D . , w h i l e 

-others p u t u p t h e date o f h is accession to t h e th rone as 120 

A . D. E v e n a b o u t t h i s V i k r a m - S a m v a t a t h i r d o p i n i o n is 

s t i l l sponsored b y some h i s to r i ans t h a t the V i k r a m S a m v a t 

h a d n o t h i n g to do w i t h the e ra s t a r t e d b y the M a l a v a R e p u b 

l i c ; t h a t i t was the one s t a r t e d i n 58 B . C . by Azes I , one o f 

t h e C h i e f K s h a t r a p s (Satrap) o f the Sakas who h a d b y t h e n 

-entered I n d i a , a n d the one w h i c h l a t e r on peop le r enamed as 

V i k r a m S a m v a t w h e n the G u p t a E m p e r o r , V i k r a m a d i t y a 

c o m p l e t e l y u p r o o t e d the power o f the S a k a - K u s h a n s . There i s 

a l s o the f o u r t h one t h a t i n 58 B . C . a ce r t a in v a l i a n t emperor , 

n a m e d V i k r a m a d i t y a , w h o r u l e d there a t the t i m e , w o n 

a great v i c t o r y o v e r the Sakas a n d s t a r t e d t h i s e ra i n h i s 

o w n name to commemora te t h a t v i c t o r y o f h i s . I t h a d a g a i n 

n o t h i n g w h a t e v e r t o do w i t h the M a l a v a - e r a or t h a t s t a r t ed 

b y S a k a S a t r a p , A z e s I . B u t as no r o c k i n s c r i p t i o n o r a n y 

o t h e r ev idence i s f o u n d w h i c h refers t o the V i k r a m a d i t y a w h o 

r u l e d a t t h a t t i m e or a g a i n as no co ins o f the V i k r a m S a m v a t 

-have y e t been f o u n d t h i s m y t h a b o u t the a fo resa id era has 

n o t so fa r a t t a i n e d the v e r a c i t y o f a h i s t o r i c a l even t . 

224. I f , however , any coins o r r o c k - i n s c r i p t i o n s o r o the r 

ev idence were to come f o r t h a n y t i m e and i f a n y b o d y were t o 

p r o p o u n d a new t h e o r y abou t the o r i g i n o f t h i s V i k r a m 

S a m v a t , we s h a l l be g l a d to accept i t . 

2 2 5 . W h a t is s a i d abou t t h e V i k r a m S a m v a t c a n v e r y 

w e l l be s a i d abou t the S h a l i v a h a n (Sa l ivahan) S a k a . T h e 

advoca te s o f the first o p i n i o n a b o u t t h i s e ra say t h a t w h e n 

the first K i n g o f the K u s h a n s i n I n d i a , W i m a K a d p h i s e s 

[ W e m o (Ooemo) i n h i s G r e e k c o i n legends a n d Y e n k a o - c h i n g 

o f the Chinese h i s t o r i a n s — o f S m i t h O H I P . 147] w h o m o u r 

p e o p l e cons idered no other t h a n a S a k a , ascended the th rone 

(of his father) i n 78 A . D . , i t was he w h o s t a r t e d t h i s ' S a k a ' 
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era . B u t ano the r class o f h i s t o r i a n s h o l d t h a t i t was n o t 
W i m a K a d p h i s e s w h o ascended the t h rone i n 78 A . D . , b u t i t 
was h is successor K a n i s h k a who d i d t h a t , a n d t h a t i t was 
t h a t E m p e r o r K a n i s h k a who s t a r t e d the S a k a era i n o rde r to 
perpe tua te the m e m o r y o f h i s access ion to the th rone . L a t e r 
on when the S a l i h a v a n emperors o f P a i t h a n conquered the 
Sakas t h e y t u r n e d the S a k a era i n t o the S a l i v a h a n S a k a to 
s igna l ize t h e i r v i c t o r y . Bes ides these t w o , the re is a t h i r d 
o p i n i o n h e l d b y some h i s t o r i a n s t h a t the S a l i v a h a n S a k a is i n 
no w a y connec ted w i t h t h a t o f K a n i s h k a or any o ther K u s h a n 
K i n g . T h e y m a i n t a i n t h a t r o u n d abou t the y e a r 78 A . D . 
K i n g H a l , who w r o t e the G a t h a S a p t a s a t i , h i m s e l f w o n a 
g lo r ious v i c t o r y ove r a S a k a S a t r a p i n G u j a r a t h o r Sourash -

•tra a n d to perpe tua te t h i s m o n u m e n t a l success ove r these 
Sakas he s t a r t ed the S a l i v a h a n S a k a . 

226-229. S ince there is no need to d iscuss t h i s t o p i c 
here a t a n y great l e n g t h , i t w i l l be qu i te enough to m e n t i o n 
t w o or th ree i m p o r t a n t p o i n t s f r om wha teve r l i t t l e i s w r i t t e n 
here abou t the S a k a e ra . T h e y are :— 

(a) W h a t e v e r o p i n i o n abou t the S a k a a n d V i k r a m eras 
is a c c e p t e d i t is agreed beyond d o u b t t h a t bo th the eras 
s i g n i f y the dec i s ive v i c t o r i e s the I n d i a n s w o n over the S a k a -
K u s h a n s . 

(b) In our count of time Samvat is a more acceptable 
term than Saka—We have a l l a l o n g been u s ing r i g h t f r o m the 
V e d i c t i m e s S a m v a t s a r a n d S a m v a t f o r the measurement o f 
t i m e . T h e w o r d ' S a k a ' has n o t been g e n e r a l l y used i n t h a t 
sense. I t i s qu i t e c lear , therefore , t h a t the w o r d m u s t be a 
c o r r u p t i o n o f the name o f fore ign aggressors l i k e the S a k a s 
a n d the K u s h a n s . ' S h a l i v a h a n (Sa l ivahan) S a k a ' i s n o t a p u r e 
n a m e o f S a n s k r i t e x t r a c t i o n as V i k r a m S a m v a t . So t h e name 
' S a k a ' o f ou r M l e n c h c h a enemies s h o u l d be e l i m i n a t e d a n d 
o n l y ' S a l i v a h a n S a m v a t ' s h o u l d be used a t the t i m e o f the 
ce l eb ra t ion o f ou r r e l ig ious r i t e s a n d the words ' S h a l i v a h a n 
S a k a ' o r mere ly ' S a k a ' as w r o n g l y used i n o u r r e l i g ious 
ceremonies s h o u l d be b a n n e d . 

(c) T h a t b o t h the n a t i o n a l eras, n a m e l y the V i k r a m 
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S a m v a t a n d the S a l i v a h a n S a m v a t , s h o u l d be closely-

connec ted w i t h the g lo r ious m e m o r y o f I n d i a n v i c t o r i e s o v e r 

the S a k a - K u s h a n s is n o t m e r e l y a queer co inc idence , i t i s 

of great s igni f icance . M a n y eras l i k e those o f the i m p e r i a l 

G u p t a s a n d others , a l t h o u g h g r e a t l y honoured d u r i n g those 

p a r t i c u l a r per iods , are los t i n the abyss o f t i m e . O n l y these 

t w o w h i c h r e c o r d e d the I n d i a n v i c t o r i e s ove r the S a k a -

K u s h a n s have en joyed i m m o r t a l i t y . T h i s m a y g ive us a f a i r 

i d e a as to h o w o u r I n d i a n V e d i c people h a d to suffer 

g r i e v o u s l y a t the hands o f the ungove rnab l e hordes o f the 

S a k a - K u s h a n s . F o r , o therwise these V i k r a m a n d S a l i v a h a n 

S a m v a t s w h i c h were s t a r t ed to perpe tua te the m e m o r y o f the 

v i c t o r i e s o f the S a l i v a h a n a n d G u p t a emperors ove r the 

d i a b o l i c a t roc i t i e s of, a n d p o l i t i c a l sub j ec t ion b y , the S a k a -

K u s h a n s w o u l d never have a t t a i n e d so m u c h i m p o r t a n c e 

v i s - a - v i s the e x t i n c t i o n o f m a n y other v i c t o r i o u s eras, a n d 

c o u l d neve r have been o b s e r v e d even after the lapse o f t w o 

t h o u s a n d years as the ch ie f n a t i o n a l eras o f the H i n d u s . 

I N D I A N S ' M A R T I A L & R E L I G I O U S V I C T O R Y O V E R 

T H E S A K A S 

230 . J u s t as the M a l a v a s firmly checked the aggress ion 

o f Sakas b y k i l l i n g t h e i r k i n g , N a h a p a n ( c f : P a r a 219), i n a 

s i m i l a r w a y a n d a t the same t i m e d i d o u r A n d h r a w a r r i o r s 

m a r c h f r o m the s o u t h t o w a r d s the n o r t h a n d des t roy the 

S a k a k i n g d o m s i n G u j a r a t h , S o u r a s h t r a , a n d S i n d h " . 

H a r a s s e d b y the r epea t ed offensives opened aga ins t t h e m 

b y the v a l i a n t S a l i v a h a n K i n g s l i k e V i l i n a y a n k u r , G a u t a m i -

p u t r a S a t k a r n i , V a s h i s h t h i p u t r a P u l a m a y i a n d others , the 

S a k a K i n g s u p t o U j j a i n u l t i m a t e l y r e c o n c i l e d themselves t o 

the sove re ign ty o f the S a l i v a h a n E m p e r o r s i ^ . The re ex is t s 

a r o c k i n s c r i p t i o n w h i c h t e l l s us tha.t a S a k a S a t r a p ' R u d r a ' 

even gave h is d a u g h t e r i n m a r r i a g e t o a S a l i v a h a n K i n g ^ * 

as the G r e e k K i n g Seleucos h a d years before g i v e n h i s to 

E m p e r o r C h a n d r a g u p t a ! 

231 . I t mus t also be borne i n m i n d t h a t because o f 

incessant fighting w i t h the I n d i a n s on va r ious bat t le - f ie lds 
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a n d the consequent de s t ruc t i on , d u r i n g th i s c e n t u r y or a ha l f , 

o f thousands o f t h e i r o r i g i n a l n u m b e r o f so ld ie rs t h a t came 

to I n d i a , the S a k a power suffered grea t n u m e r i c a l losses. 

232 . A s the S a k a m i l i t a r y m i g h t thus began to lose 

s t r eng th because o f the I n d i a n res is tance , the h i g h l y deve 

loped I n d i a n c i v i l i z a t i o n began more and more to effect ively 

impress i t s e l f o n the fo re ign Sak as . A s a n a t u r a l resu l t o f 

the cons tan t war fa re w i t h the I n d i a n s for ove r a h u n d r e d 

years , the Sakas seemed to have sur rendered c o m p l e t e l y t o 

tbe I n d i a n c i v i l i z a t i o n . F r o m the c o m m o n m a n to t h e i r 

r o y a l f ami l i e s , the Sakas abandoned t h e i r o w n o r i g i n a l S a k a 

names a n d a d o p t e d p u r e l y I n d i a n ones l i k e S a t y a s i n h , 

R u d r a s e n a n d others^". I t i s s t range to note , t h a t mos t o f t h e m 

embraced the V e d i c r e l i g i o n . I n fact , ever s ince the S a k a s 

crossed the H i n d u k u s h a n d entered B a l u c h i s t a n a n d S i n d h 

a n d se t t l ed there p e r m a n e n t l y , t h e y h a d come i n cons tan t 

con tac t w i t h the B u d d h i s t p o p u l a t i o n a n d the B u d d h i s t 

centres there, p r each ing a n d p r o p a g a t i n g the tenets o f L o r d 

B u d d b a f rom the t i m e o f A s o k a a n d M e n a n d e r . M o r e o v e r 

the M a l a v a - Y o u d h e y a r e p u b l i c s , w h i c h fought w i t h t h e m 

f u r i o u s l y at t h a t t i m e a n d defeated t h e m a n d also the v a l i a n t 

a rmies o f the S a t v a h a n a s too were V e d i c H i n d u s . The B u d d h 

i s t s h a d never res is ted t h e m w i t h o r w i t h o u t a rms . U n d e r 

these c i r cums tances , i t w o u l d have been b u t n a t u r a l , h a d 

the Sakas h a t e d the V e d i c r e l i g i o n o f t h e i r p o w e r f u l enemies 

a n d accep ted the B u d d h i s t c u l t o f those who u n g r u d g i n g l y 

s u b m i t t e d to the i r p o l i t i c a l d o m i n a t i o n . B u t w h a t h a p p e n d 

was e x a c t l y the oppos i t e o f th i s n a t u r a l e x p e c t a t i o n . T h e 

m a j o r i t y o f t h e Sakas , r i g h t f rom the commoner to the r o y a l 

p r i n c e , got themselves c o n v e r t e d , m o s t w i l l i n g l y , to the V e d i c 

re l ig ion^i . T h e r a i s o n d 'e t re perhaps was t h a t the S a k a s 

b e i n g o r i g i n a l l y o f a w a r l i k e d i s p o s i t i o n , whose b l o o d a l w a y s 

ru shed v i o l e n t l y t h r o u g h t h e i r ve ins a t the t h o u g h t o f a 

b a t t l e , l o o k e d w i t h awe a n d respect t h e v a l i a n t V e d i c w a r 

r i o r s w h o fough t a n d defea ted t h e m , enemies t h o u g h t h e y 

Avere, and the V e d i c r e l i g i o n w h i c h i n s p i r e d such fighting 

s p i r i t amongs t i t s v o t a r i e s m u s t have exer ted a great 
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f a s c i n a t i o n f o r t h e m . 

2 3 3 . T h e S a k a s came to love the S a n s k r i t l anguage t o o . 

T h e k i n g s o f t w o or th ree f e u d a l S a k a p r i n c i p a l i t i e s t h a t 

were lef t i n t h e i r hands p a t r o n i z e d S a n s k r i t s tud ies . One o f 

the S a k a k i n g s made S a n s k r i t the off icial l anguage for a l l 

cor respondence o f h i s c o u r t a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e p a r t 

ments^^. T h e i r cor respondence w i t h the o the r I n d i a n S ta t e s , 

b i g o r s m a l l , was also c a r r i e d o n i n S a n s k r i t . T h e i r s o c i a l 

cus toms a n d manne r s , too unde rwen t r a p i d changes a n d they 

go t t hemse lves a t t u n e d to I n d i a n S o c i a l l i f e ^ ' . 

T H E K U S H A N I N V A S I O N S 

234. W h i l e the I n d i a n s were t hus g a i n i n g v i c t o r i e s ove r 

t h e Sakas i n m i l i t a r y , as w e l l as c u l t u r a l , fields a n d were 

u p r o o t i n g t h e i r aggress ion, the l o c u s t - l i k e hordes o f the 

K u s h a n s dashed aga ins t the n o r t h e r n f ron t i e r o f I n d i a t o w a r d s 

t h e H i n d u k u s h . These K u s h a n s were ous t ed f r o m t h e i r 

h o m e l a n d b y the H u n s a l o n g w i t h t h e i r w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n . 

A s such fighting t roops o f m i l l i o n s o f K u s h a n m e n a n d 

w o m e n v i o l e n t l y en tered S o u t h e r n A s i a shedd ing b l o o d , p l u n 

d e r i n g a n d b u r n i n g towns a n d c i t ies a n d s p r e a d i n g des t ruc 

t i o n eve rywhe re . T h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e A s i a t i c r e g i o n , r i g h t 

f r om the ,Chinese f ron t i e r b e y o n d the H i n d u k u s h t o t h a t o f 

Greece i n the west t h e y l i t e r a l l y p l a y e d h a v o c . S o m e o f 

t h e i r t roops i n h o t p u r s u i t o f t he i r o l d enemies, the S a k a s , 

o v e r r a n the B a c t r i a n K i n g d o m , a n d , c ross ing the H i n d u k u s h 

entered the I n d i a n no r th -wes t e rn p rov inces o f G a n d h a r , a n d 

e x t i r p a t i n g the sma l l e r S a k a p r i n c i p a l i t i e s t h a t s t i l l were 

there at the t i m e , t h e y p u s h e d themse lves ahead in to the 

P u n j a b . T h e y f o u n d e d there a k i n g d o m o f t he i r o w n . T h e 

name o f t h e i r first k i n g i n I n d i a was W i m a Kadphises^* . 

235. T h e m i g h t o f the n o r t h e r n Y o u d h e y a s , M a l a v a s a n d 

o ther repub l ics a n d t h a t o f the S a l i v a h a n s i n the S o u t h b e i n g 

p u t to i t s l a s t e x t r e m i t y o f endurance i n successful ly r e s i s t i ng 

a n d u l t i m a t e l y p u t t i n g d o w n tbe S a k a aggress ion fo r more o r 

less a h u n d r e d years , t hey c o u l d n o t i m m e d i a t e l y a n d suc-

cessfuly s tem the o v e r w h e l m i n g o n l a u g h t o f t h e K u s h a n s , 
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w h o were c rue l l e r a n d more b l o o d - t h i r s t y t h a n even the 

S a k a s , t i l l t h e y came to o c c u p y the P u n j a b . H o w e v e r , even 

i n those mise rab le days the I n d i a n res is tance to K u s h a n 

aggress ion g r a d u a l l y became so h o t a n d d e t e r m i n e d t h a t the 

K u s h a n hordes c o u l d n o t m a k e a n y h e a d w a y i n the I n d i a n 

t e r r i t o r i e s t h i s s ide o f the P u n j a b . 

E M P E R O R K A N I S H K A 

236. A f t e r the d e a t h o f W i m a K a d p h i s e s , K a n i s h k a 

a scended the K u s h a n - t h r o n e i n 78 A . D. ( i n t h e ' o p i n i o n o f 

some h i s t o r i a n s i n 120 A . D.^^.) ! H i s ach ievement s were u n 

r i v a l l e d , h i s a m b i t i o n was bound le s s . I t i s needless to g ive 

a n y d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t i n these pages. Some events , however , 

have to be r e c o u n t e d here so far as t h e y f a l l w i t h i n the scope 

o f th i s b o o k . K a n i s h k a subdued a l l the n o m a d i c , p l u n d e r i n g 

a n d m a r a u d i n g bands o f the S a k a - K u s h a n s o n b o t h sides 

o f the H i m a l a y a s ( H i n d u k u s h ?) as a l so a l l the sma l l e r or 

b igger centres o f p o l i t i c a l power a n d fo rged t h e m a l l i n t o 

a n e x t e n s i v e empire^®. H e p r o c l a i m e d h i m s e l f as the 

E m p e r o r o f the K u s h a n s a n d founded h is c a p i t a l a t P u r u s h -

p u r (Peshawar o f t o d a y ) . T h e r e u p o n he m a r c h e d o n the Sakas 

w h o h a d e s t ab l i shed the i r p o w e r f r o m M a l a v a to S i n d h a n d 

w h o , be ing defeated b y the A n d h r a s , h a d a c k n o w l e d g e d t h e i r 

p a r a m o u n t c y ^ ' . B u t the same I n d i a n S ta tes w h i c h h a d been 

i n c e s s a n t l y fighting the S a k a s for over a cen tu ry a n d h a d 

been b y n o w t h o r o u g h l y exhaus ted i n t h e i r a t t e m p t to p u t 

d o w n these aggressors , h a d to face th i s new c a l a m i t y o f the 

K u s h a n ons laughts a n d as such t h e y f o u n d i t e x t r e m e l y 

dif f icul t to do so. B e i n g defeated i n one or t w o ba t t l e s , the 

S a t a v a h a n a s themse lves h a d to w i t h d r a w t h e i r forces f r o m 

the n o r t h o f the N a r m a d a r i v e r to the s o u t h i n o rde r to b u i l d 

u p a s t r o n g defence for t h e i r o w n t e r r i t o r y aga ins t K a n i s h k a ' s 

conquests . B y t h a t t i m e K a n i s h k a h a d conquer red a l l the 

S a k a states of M a l a v a , G u j a r a t h , S o u r a s h t r a a n d Sindh^*. 

N a t u r a l l y , the S a k a s i n those reg ions renounced t h e i r a l 

legiance to the A n d h r a s a n d p a i d the^pbeissance to t h e i r new 

l o r d . E m p e r o r K a n i s h k a ^ ^ . O v e r a n d above, K a n i s h k a ' s 
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a r m y crossed the N a r m a d a i n o rde r to m a r c h u p o n the-

A n d h r a s themse lves a n d s u b d u e d a corner o f A p a r a n t a k 

(nor th K o n k a n ) . B u t m i n d f u l o f the c o n c e n t r a t e d a r m e d 

m i g h t o f the A n d h r a s , K a n i s h k a d a r e d n o t a t t a c k t h e m . So 

he w i t h h e l d h i s sou the rn conquests f o r t h w i t h . Thereaf te r he 

m a r c h e d w i t h a huge a r m y t o oppose t h e Chinese genera l w h o 

h a d i n v a d e d his n o r t h - H i m a l a y a n t e r r i t o r i e s . A f t e r a series 

o f ba t t l es , he v a n q u i s h e d even the Ch inese genera l a n d 

a n n e x e d the Chinese p rov inces o f K a s h g a r (Tashkand) , . 

C h a s k a n d , and K h o t a n to h i s e m p i r e . 

T H E T E S T O F A N A T I O N ' S P R O W E S S A N D I T S 

R I G H T T O L I V E 

237. T h e p r o p r i e t y o f r e c o u n t i n g t h i s w h o l e i n c i d e n t 

here is to s h o w c l e a r l y t h a t t h i s sudden e r u p t i o n o f t h e 

S a k a - K u s h a n s t h r o u g h o u t A s i a d i d n o t convu l se I n d i a a lone ; 

i t d i s comf i t ed even the t h e n s t r o n g l y b u i l t a n d w e l l - o r g a n i s e d 

empi re l i k e C h i n a too for a t i m e o n the bat t lef ie ld*". B u t j u s t 

as i t i s t om- foo l e ry , b o r n o u t o f j ea lousy , to say tha t t h e 

Chinese n a t i o n h a d been w e a k t h r o u g h o u t a l l these yea r s a n d 

was never be t t e r fitted for a n y t h i n g else t h a n t o be r o t t i n g 

i n s l a v e r y s i m p l y because t h e y suffered t e m p o r a r y defeats 

aga ins t the S a k a - K u s h a n s or at some such o the r t imes , i t i s 

e q u a l l y f o o l i s h a n d j ea lous ly b l i n d to say , as some o f o u r 

enemies do , t h a t the I n d i a n n a t i o n a l l i fe was a series o f 

defeats. I t o n l y shows t h a t t h e y canno t r e a d h i s t o r y 

p r o p e r l y . 

238. I t is n o t the n u m b e r o f fo re ign aggressions o v e r 

a n a t i o n t h a t i s the l a s t c r i t e r i o n of d e c i d i n g i t s v i t a l i t y o r 

v i r u l i t y or the absence o f b o t h , bu t the query , whe ther t h a t 

n a t i o n was d e s t r o y e d as a resu l t o f those aggressions o r 

whe ther i n the final phase o f t h a t n a t i o n a l s t ruggle t h a t 

n a t i o n was ab le to ove rcome those f o r e i g n aggressions, t h a t 

de te rmines a na t i on ' s prowess , i t s v i t a l i t y a n d i t s r i g h t t o 

l i v e . 

239 . L e t us see w h i c h o f the three , the S a k a s , t h e 

K u s h a n s o r the I n d i a n s , passed th i s test successfu l ly , a n d 
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•who passed o u t o f ex is tence . 

K A N I S H K A E M B R A C E S B U D D H I S M ? 

240 . A l t h o u g h b u s y w i t h h i s campa igns r i g h t up to 

'Ch ina a n d the consequent w a r s , K a n i s h k a ' s m i n d was a l w a y s 

p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h r e l i g i o u s a n d c u l t u r a l t h ings . H e i n t h e 

meanwhi l e , p r o c l a i m e d h i s c o n v e r s i o n to B u d d h i s m * ^ . I n 

consonance w i t h th i s n e w creed o f h i s he b u i l t s eve ra l s tupas 

a n d v i h a r s at va r i ous p laces , i n h i s empi re . A t t h a t t i m e 

a l so , as i t was d u r i n g the A s o k a n r eg ime . B u d d h i s m was 

bu rdened w i t h i n n u m e r a b l e fads a n d f a n c i f u l theor ies . T h e 

different B u d d h i s t i c sects were a t e n m i t y w i t h one another . 

So i n o rder to do a w a y w i t h a l l these differences a n d t o 

b r i n g a b o u t a genera l agreement , he, l i k e A s o k a , convened 

a great c o u n c i l o f a l l the B u d d h i s t sects*^. B u t i n s t ead o f a 

genera l agreement there a p p e a r e d a new sect c a l l e d the 

M a h a y a n w h i c h v i r t u a l l y changed the na tu re o f the B u d d h i s t 

cult**. S ince the a l l - e m b r a c i n g precepts a n d prac t i ces , w h i c h 

were agreeable to K a n i s h k a b u t w h i c h h a d no base i n the 

o r i g i n a l f o r m o f B u d d h i s m , were i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h i s new 

M a h a y a n sect, some others r e f r a ined f r o m j o i n i n g i t a n d 

e v e n t u a l l y founded a n e w sect w h i c h came to be c a l l e d 

H e e n a y a n . K a n i s h k a h e l p e d sp read the M a h a y a n sect 

e x t e n s i v e l y i n h i s t r a n s - H i m a l a y a n demense. T h i s g rea t 

c o u n c i l recognised S a n s k r i t as the language o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n . 

H e n c e B u d d h i s t i c s c r ip tu re s , w h i c h were f o r m e r l y w r i t t e n 

i n P a l i a n d P r a k r i t o n l y , were t r a n s l a t e d i n t o S a n s k r i t . M a n y 

new b o o k s , such as the B u d d h a - c h a r i t , a n d others on v a r i e d 

subjects were composed b y l ea rned scholars w h o enjoyed the 

pa t ronage o f K a n i s h k a * * . N a t u r a l l y , n o t o n l y i n I n d i a b u t 

even amongs t the S a k a - K u s h a n p o p u l a t i o n i n the A s i a n 

empi re o f K a n i s h k a the o l d as w e l l the new S a n s k r i t l i t e r a t u r e 

a n d c i v i l i z a t i o n began to sp read b r i sk ly*^ . T h u s d i d t h ' s 

new K u s h a n w o r l d , w h i c h h a d come as a conqueror w i l l i n g l y 

became subserv ien t to t h i s I n d i a n c i v i l i z a t i o n and cu l t u r e , 

as d i d tbe S a k a - w o r l d before i t , i n respect o f I n d i a n r e l i g i o n , 

I n d i a n l anguage , I n d i a n t h o u g h t a n d I n d i a n cus toms. 
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241 . S ince B u d d h i s m i t s e l f was a n I n d i a n r e l i g i o n , 

I n d i a c o u l d boas t o f a r e l ig ious v i c t o r y when E m p e r o r 

K a n i s h l i a e m b r a c e d i t . A l t h o u g h t h i s was a l l w e l l done , i t 

m u s t be borne i n m i n d tha t B u d d h i s m t h a t was embraced b y 

K a n i s h k a was no t the u n a d u l t e r a t e d o r i g i n a l one of L o r d 

B u d d h a n o r t h a t o f A s o k a . I t was the K a n i s h k a n e d i t i o n 

o f B u d d h i s m . E o r e x a m p l e , a l t h o u g h the E m p e r o r h a d 

sur rendered h i s l o y a l t y to B u d d h i s m , he s t i l l w o r s h i p p e d the 

V e d i c de i t ies l i k e R u d r a . K a n i s h k a ' s B u d d h i s t i c f a i t h h a d 

n o t h i n g to do whatever w i t h the non-v io l ence (5iff?n) o f A s o k a 

w h i c h dec l a red ' A b s t a i n f r o m v io lence to a n i m a l s ' or 'Not t h e 

v i c t o r y o f the b a t t l e - f i e l d , b u t the r e l ig ious v i c t o r y is t h e 

o n l y t rue victory'*®. W h i l e on the one h a n d he was s p r e a d i n g 

the M a h a y a n sect , t h i s a v o w e d B u d d h i s t was, o n the o the r 

h a n d , a t t a c k i n g h is enemies w i t h huge armies*^. I n o r d e r 

t h a t he m i g h t be c a l l e d the E m p e r o r o f C h i n a he passed t e n 

yea r s o f h i s l i fe i n b i v o u a c s w i t h a r m e d so ld ie rs a l l r o u n d 

h i m . I n the e n d t i r e d o f h i s l u s t for incessant warfare h i s 

a r m y r e v o l t e d a n d k i l l e d h i m . D e a t h alone c o u l d p u t a s top 

to h is i n sa t i a t e l u s t fo r war**. 

242 . One more t h i n g t o be p o n d e r e d ove r : H o w c o u l d 

K a n i s h k a spread B u d d h i s m i n the Chinese t e r r i t o r y b e y o n d 

the H i m a l a y a s ? I t was poss ib le because he h a d first 

conquered those p r o v i n c e s w i t h h is weapons o f w a r . S p r e a d 

o f the B u d d h i s t i c c u l t there f o l l o w e d h i s m a r t i a l g lor ies o n 

the ba t t l e - f ie lds ! T h a t is w h y i t sp read there so r a p i d l y . 

H e sent h u n d r e d s o f miss ionar ie s there, b u i l t v a r i o u s vihars , . 

fed and fostered t housands o f B h i k k u s ! A l l t h i s w a s 

poss ib le for h i m because he h a d under h i s c o m m a n d a v e r y 

power fu l empire , i .e . , he h a d a m i g h t y a r m e d s t r eng th . 

W a s n ' t i t ? 

243. I n fine i t w i l l have to be sa id t h a t the s ta tements 

l i k e , ' A r m e d v i c t o r y is supe r io r to r e l i g ious v i c t o r y ' or v i ce 

versa are untenable . 

244. W i t h o u t a rmed s u p p o r t , r e l i g ious v i c t o r y is t ame 

a n d i n s i p i d , whereas m a r t i a l g l o r y w i t h o u t a s t r o n g re l ig ious , 

f o o t i n g becomes gross ly d i a b o l i c ! T h i s a lone is t rue . 
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H E R E D I T A R Y D I S L O Y A L T Y O F T H E 

B U D D H I S T S (Continued) 

245. A B u d d h i s t o r a V e d i c H i n d u , K a n i s h k a was af ter 

a l l a fo re igner b e l o n g i n g to the K u s h a n aggress ive t r i be , a n d 

h a d f o u n d e d a n empi re o n the no r th -wes te rn f ron t i e r o f I n d i a 

b y fo rce . H i s empi re was i n fac t a n aggress ion o n I n d i a . 

H i s was n o t a t a l l a n i nd igenous I n d i a n emp i r e . So t h e 

p a t r i o t i c V e d i c p o p u l a t i o n o f I n d i a fought f u r i o u s l y w i t h 

K a n i s h k a as i t d i d w i t h the S a k a s , i n o rde r t o o v e r t h r o w h i s 

empi re a n d to l i be r a t e a l l those I n d i a n p rov inces w h i c h h a d 

t h e m i s f o r t u n e to g r o v e l unde r h i s p o l i t i c a l d o m i n a t i o n . B u t 

w h a t were the I n d i a n B u d d h i s t s d o i n g at t h a t t i m e ? T h e y 

t ende red t h e i r submiss ion t o the M l e n c h c h a enemy, t h e 

K u s h a n emperor , as soon as he c o u r t e d the B u d d h i s t i c c u l t 

a n d began t o pe rpe t ra t e acts o f t r eache ry aga ins t the I n d i a n 

n a t i o n a n d the b r ave p a t r i o t i c V e d i c peop le , w h o were 

fighting for h e r l i b e r t y ! A s has a l r e a d y been d e s c r i b e d (in 

p a r a g r a p h s 204 to 209) the I n d i a n B u d d h i s t s h a d , f o r m e r l y i n 

the t i m e o f E m p e r o r P u s h y a m i t r a , w h o fough t fo r n a t i o n a l 

l i b e r t y , s o l d t h e i r l o y a l t y to the G r e e k s l e d b y M e n a n d e r a n d 

o thers a n d c o m m i t t e d t r eason aga ins t t h e i r n a t i v e l a n d . I n 

the v e r y same manner , t h e y d i d n o t hes i t a te t h i s c ime to ac t 

t r e a c h e r o u s l y t o w a r d s t h e i r m o t h e r - l a n d w h e n ' the fo re ign 

K u s h a n aggress ion was at her t h r o a t . 

246. H a d the I n d i a n B u d d h i s t s p u t d o w n the S a k a s 

a n d founded a k i n g d o m o f t he i r o w n , the B u d d h i s t K i n g 

w o u l d c e r t a i n l y have h a d the r i g h t f u l c l a i m to the c r ed i t o f 

l i b e r a t i n g I n d i a l i k e a n y o the r V e d i c K i n g ; a n d l i k e the 

V e d i c K i n g S a l i v a h a n o r E m p e r o r P u s h y a m i t r a we w o u l d 

h a v e g l a d l y f e l i c i t a t e d t b e m . B u t h o w c o u l d the B u d d h i s t s 

ever show t h i s s t a u n c h n a t i o n a l s p i r i t ! E v e n w h e n V e d i c 

p a t r i o t i c r e p u b l i c s a n d states l i k e the Y o u d h e y a s a n d 

S a t a v a h a n a s were engaged i n a l i fe a n d d e a t h s t ruggle w i t h 

the S a k a - K u s h a n s for a h u n d r e d a n d t w e n t y f i v e years o r 

m o r e , these I n d i a n B u d d h i s t s d i d n o t t r o u b l e themselves i n 

the leas t fo r the cause o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r t y . B u t as soon 

as the s t ronges t o f these n a t i o n a l enemies, K a n i s h k a , 
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p r o c l a i m e d h is conve r s ion , a lbe i t ha l f -hea r t ed ly , to B u d d h i s m , 

t h e whole o f the B u d d h i s t p o p u l a t i o n s u b m i t t e d t h e i r mosi 

affect ionate l o y a l t y a t the feet o f t h a t n a t i o n a l foe. T h e y 

e x t o l l e d h i m l i k e a G o d to the sk ies ! T h e y p r a y e d f e r v e n t l y 

i n t h e i r v i h a r s for the e v e r l a s t i n g ex i s tence to t h a t S a k a -

K u s h a n M l e n c h c h a State.*^. W h a t w o n d e r i f t h e i n e v i t a b l e 

consequence f o l l o w e d ! A s a r e su l t o f the ex t reme h a t r e d 

w h i c h the V e d i c H i n d u s fe l t t o w a r d s the B u d d h i s t s for t h e i r 

h i g h t r eason . B u d d h i s m c o n t i n u e d to dec l ine , as i t h a d begun 

to do r i g h t f r om the t i m e o f P u s h y a m i t r a , i n s p i t e o f the 

r o y a l suppo r t o f E m p e r o r K a n i s h k a , 

K A N I S H K A ' S G R A N D S O N E M B R A C E S V E D I C 

R E L I G I O N 

247 . M o r e o v e r , w h e n K a n i s h k a was k i l l e d , as has a l r e a d y 

been t o l d , b y h is r e b e l l i o u s so ld ie rs w h i l e he was fighting 

i n C h i n a , the I n d i a n B u d d h i s t s were i n a m i se r ab l e p l i g h t , 

as t h e y found themselves u t t e r l y los t b o t h w a y s . F o r , the 

successor o f K a n i s h k a , his son E m p e r o r H a v i s h k a , r e m a i n e d 

c o m p a r a t i v e l y co ld i n h i s s y m p a t h y t o w a r d s the Buddhis t s*" . 

A n d af ter H a v i s h k a , K a n i s h k a ' s g r a n d s o n , w h o became the 

ru l e r o f the S a k a - K u s h a n s , a c t u a l l y abandoned B u d d h i s m 

a n d embraced the V e d i c c u l t w i t h a p u b l i c ceremony ! H e 

even changed h i s o r i g i n a l name a n d t o o k for h i m s e l f the 

p u r e l y S a n s k r i t a p p e l l a t i o n , S a m r a t Vasudeo*^ a n d s t r u c k 

co in s w i t h t h e images o f S i v a a n d N a n d i i m p r i n t e d o n 

them*2 J 

A F T E R K A N I S H K A S D E A T H 

248. A s soon as E m p e r o r K a n i s h k a d i e d h is I n d i a n 

empi re f e l l to pieces. H i s ru le i n I n d i a was no t far e x t e n d e d 

even i n n o r t h I n d i a . I t was never v e r y s t r o n g . I t h a d 

cove red o n l y a s m a l l no r th -wes t e rn str i j ) o f I n d i a w h i c h 

compr i sed the P u n j a b , M a l a v a , S o u r a s h t r a and G u j r a t h a n d 

a. s m a l l r i b b o n l i k e piece o f l a n d f r o m the n o r t h - K o n k a n , 

w h i c h h a d fo rmer ly been i n the hands of the S a k a s . N o w 

af te r the dea th of K a n i s h k a , the two or three S a k a k i n g d o m s 
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w h i c h f o r m e d p a r t o f th i s K u s h a n e m p i r e t h r e w a w a y the 

K u s h a n s o v e r e i g n t y a n d once aga in became independen t . 

D u r i n g the c e n t u r y - o l d S a k a - K u s h a n aggress ive wars , t h e 

S a t a v a h a n a s h a d m a i n t a i n e d the independence o f t h e i r 

•entire S o u t h e r n I n d i a u n i m p a i r e d ; a n d now the n o r t h - I n d i a n 

s ta tes a l so , w h o h a d so fa r accep ted the n o m i n a l o v e r l o r d s h i p 

o f K a n i s h k a , r enounced i t a n d r ega ined t h e i r independence**. 

I n t h i s v e r y confus ion the p r i n c i p a l i t y o f P a t a l i p u t r a i n the 

eas te rn p a r t o f I n d i a also became independen t . 

O N C E A G A I N R O S E T H E S U N K E N S U N O F 

P A T A L I P U T R A 

249. P a t a l i p u t r a has been c a l l e d a s m a l l p r i n c i p a l i t y 

i n the p r e v i o u s l i n e . O u r readers m i g h t feel t h a t i t i s . a s l i p 

o f ou r pen . B u t i t is n o t so. F o r d u r i n g the de luge o f the 

S a k a - K u s h a n aggressions at the b e g i n n i n g o f the C h r i s t i a n 

e ra the t h rone o f P a t a l i p u t r a , w h i c h was a d o r n e d b y t h e 

ce lebra ted E m p e r o r s l i k e C h a n d r a g u p t a , A s o k a , P u s h y a m i t r a 

a n d o thers a n d f rom w h i c h were g u i d e d fo r centur ies toge the r 

the des t in ies o f the a l l - I n d i a empi re f rom the H i m a l a y a s to 

the s o u t h e r n seas, was los t a l l o f a s u d d e n , j u s t as the s e t t i ng 

;sun v a n i s h e s w h i l e we are s t i l l l o o k i n g o n a n d k n o w n o t w h e n 

i t has set. D u r i n g the c e n t u r y - a n d - a - h a l f o f incessant I n d i a n 

Avar Avitb the S a k a - K u s h a n s t h a t f o l l o w e d , the separate 

ex i s tence of P a t a l i p u t r a o r M a g a d h a was never fe l t . Some 

n o n - e n t i t y o f a k i n g f r o m somewhere r u l e d a n d l i v e d w i t h i n 

the four w a l l s o f P a t a l i p u t r a . 

250. B u t abou t the y e a r 300 A . D . was es tab l i shed on 

t h i s v e r y p r i n c i p a l i t y o f P a t a l i p u t r a the r u l e o f L i c h c h a v i 

R e p u b l i c , w h i c h was knoAvn i n M a g a d h a f rom the t i m e s of 

L o r d Buddha** . 

251. The daugh te r o f the ch i e f o f th i s L i c h c h a v i 

R e p u b l i c , K u m a r d e v i , was w o o e d a n d m a r r i e d b y a p r o m i s i n g 

y o u t h , son o f a f e u d a l chief, n a m e d C h a n d r a g u p t a i n 308 A D * * . 

W i t h the s t r o n g s u p p o r t o f the same L i c h c h a v i R e p u b l i c , he 

• e s tab l i shed his sway over t h e s u r r o u n d i n g t e r r i t o r y a n d i n 

• 320 A . D . he f o u n d e d a n i n d e p e n d e n t k i n g d o m i n P a t a l i -
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putra*«. L e t n o t t h i s C h a n d r a g u p t a be confused w i t h t h e 

famous E m p e r o r C h a n d r a g u p t a M a u r y a , because o f t h e i r 

s i m i l a r names . E m p e r o r C h a n d r a g u p t a be longed to t h e 

M a u r y a d y n a s t y , w h i l e t h i s p r o m i s i n g C h a n d r a g u p t a was 

b o r n i n the G u p t a f a m i l y . H i s ach ievements , however , were 

as b r i l l i a n t as w o u l d have bef i t ted the g l o r i o u s d y n a s t y o f 

E m p e r o r C h a n d r a g u p t a M a u r y a . D u r i n g h is sho r t r e i g n o f 

t e n or e leven years he ex t ended h i s s m a l l k i n g d o m o f 

P a t a l i p u t r a w i d e enough t o i n c l u d e M a g a d h a , P r a y a g a n d 

A y o d h y a so t h a t the e p i t h e t o f M a h a r a j s h o u l d be a p p l i e d 

to h i m deservedly* ' . E n t r u s t i n g h i s k i n g d o m i n t o the ab le 

hands o f h i s son, S a m u d r a g u p t a , who was a m b i t i o u s o f 

u p r o o t i n g the M l e n c h c h a power o f the S a k a - K u s h a n s i n the 

no r th -wes t e rn p a r t o f I n d i a , a n d o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a n e x t e n s i v e 

I n d i a n empire , C h a n d r a g u p t a d i e d i n the y e a r 330 A . D . * * . 

T h i s G u p t a d y n a s t y was a s t a u n c h adherent o f the Vedic^ 

r e l i g i o n Shree V i s h n u be ing t h e i r ch ie f G o d o f worship*^. 

E M P E R O R S A M U D R A G U P T A 

252. A s soon as he came to the th rone , S a m u d r a g u p t a 

p l a n n e d to conquer the s e v e r a l i n d e p e n d e n t I n d i a n S t a t e s 

i n the n o r t h as w e l l as i n the s o u t h a n d e s t a b l i s h a s t rong 

I n d i a n empi re l i k e the M a u r y a n E m p i r e o f C h a n d r a g u p t a 

a n d C h a n a k y a a n d t h e n to sweep ove r the s t i l l l i n g e r i n g 

M l e n c h c h a power o f the S a k a - K u s h a n s i n the n o r t h - w e s t e r n 

p a r t o f I n d i a w i t h a l l the m i g h t o f his empi re . A c c o r d i n g l y he 

conquered K a m r u p , S a m a t a t , N e p a l a n d a l l the r eg ion f rom 

nor th -eas te rn f ron t i e r p r o v i n c e s to the V indhyas*" . Thereaf ter 

c ross ing the V i n d h y a s , he en te red S o u t h I n d i a w i t h a 

p o w e r f u l a r m y . H e conquered t w e l v e p r o m i n e n t k i n g d o m s i n 

S o u t h I n d i a . M a n y o f the defeated k i n g s , af ter h a v i n g 

been b rough t cap t ives a n d after h a v i n g accep ted h i s over 

l o r d s h i p , were g r a n t e d t h e i r k i n g d o m s a n d were a l l o w e d to 

go free. A b o u t these g lo r i ous c a m p a i g n s o f h i s i n the n o r t h 

a n d sou th o f I n d i a m a n y wes te rn h i s t o r i a n s have spoken-

w i t h e loquen t pra ise , g i v i n g h i m the bes t o f t h e i r cu r ren t 

phrases , " T h e I n d i a n N a p o l e o n " " . A f t e r such an ex t ens ive 
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m i l i t a r y e x p e d i t i o n , S a m u d r a g u p t a r e t u r n e d to P a t a l i p u t r a , 

T h e n i n o r d e r to p r o c l a i m to the w o r l d h i s a c q u i s i t i o n o f 

t h i s new I n d i a n empi re a c c o r d i n g to the V e d i c r e l i g i o u s r i t e s 

he ce lebra ted the H o r s e sacrifice*^, on a g r a n d scale a n d w a s 

r i g h t f u l l y a n n o i n t e d a S a m r a t (an empero r ) . Thereaf te r he 

began h i s ex tens ive p r epa ra t i ons f o r h i s d a s h aga ins t t h e 

S a k a - K u s h a n s . 

T H E F I N A L S U R R E N D E R B Y T H E K U S H A N S . 

253 . A t the f ea r fu l r epo r t s o f th i s i m p e n d i n g a t t a c k o f 

E m p e r o r S a m u d r a g u p t a w h a t e v e r s m a l l k i n g d o m s o f the 

K u s h a n s l i k e G a n d h a r a n d o thers were, s t i l l l e a d i n g a 

p reca r ious exis tence i n the n o r t h - w e s t e r n regions o f India , -

v o l u n t a r i l y sued for peace a n d accepted the G u p t a p a r a -

mountcy**. O u r I n d i a n ances tors a t t h a t t i m e c a l l e d these 

K u s h a n s ' K u s h ' a l so . A s a t o k e n o f t h e i r su r render those 

K u s h a n s sent r i c h offerings a l o n g w i t h t h e i r p e r s o n a l e n v o y s 

t o S a m u d r a g u p t a . T h u s af ter a n incessan t warfare for a 

c en tu ry -and -a -ha l f o r t w o the I n d i a n s w o r d u l t i m a t e l y c u t 

a s u n d e r the v e r y roo t o f the K u s h a n power i n I n d i a . T h e 

K u s h a n p r o b l e m was finally d i sposed o f here a n d n o w ! 

254. B u t the S a k a k i n g s f r o m M a l a v a t o S i n d h w h o , as 

has been t o l d i n pa rag raphs 236 a n d 248, h a d t h r o w n off the 

y o k e o f A n d h r a d o m i n a t i o n w h e n the l a t t e r were engaged i n 

a l i f e and dea th s t ruggle w i t h K a n i s h k a a n d l a t e r o n , a f t e r 

the d e a t h o f K a n i s h k a , dec l a r ed themselves free, d i d no t o n 

t h e i r o w n i n i t i a t i v e t a l k o f a n y submis s ion . 

S A M R A T S A M U D R A G U P T A ' S D E A T H A N D A F T E R . 

255 . W h i l e he was jus t p r e p a r i n g to m a r c h u p o n the 

M l e n c h c h a power o f these Sakas , t h i s power fu l E m p e r o r 

S a m u d r a g u p t a b rea thed h is las t i n 375 A . D . * * . H e h a d 

expressed h is w i s h t h a t af ter h i m h i s y o u n g e r b u t v a l i a n t a n d 

v i r i l e son , C h a n d r a g u p t a I I , s h o u l d be c rowned emperor . B u t 

d i s c a r d i n g th i s d y i n g w i s h o f h i s , the e lde r son , R a m g u p t a , 

a scended the t h rone o n the s t r eng th o f h is s e n i o r i t y i n 

age**. B u t he was so w e a k t h a t a l m o s t a l l efficient of i ic ia l s 
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i n h is m i l i t a r y a n d c i v i l se rv ice a n d h i s m i n i s t e r s t oo began 

t o ha t e h i m secre t ly . J u s t a t t h i s j unc tu re a s t range t h i n g 

h a p p e n e d w h i c h g a l v a n i z e d the p o p u l a r fee l ing aga ins t 

B a m g u p t a ' s feebleness. A l t h o u g h some h i s to r i ans cons ide r 

th i s as a hea r say anecdote , s t i l l anc ien t w r i t e r s , l i k e 

V i s h a k h a d a t t a a n d B a n a b h a t t a have c r e d i t e d i t w i t h t r u t h 

a n d a reference t o i t i s to be f o u n d i n the copperp la te g r a n t 

o f K i n g Amoghvarsha*®. A g a i n as i n the c o m p a r a t i v e l y 

recen t t imes the R a j p u t w a r r i o r s h a d f a c e d a s i m i l a r 

s i t u a t i o n aga ins t A l l a - u d - d i n i n respect o f P a d m i n i , t he 

o p i n i o n o f some o ther h i s t o r i a n s t h a t t h i s anecdo te a b o u t 

R a m g u p t a mus t be s u b s t a n t i a l l y t rue is the more accep tab le . 

T h e i n c i d e n t i n ques t ion m a y be s u m m a r i s e d i n the f o l l o w i n g 

m a n n e r : — 

256 . E m p e r o r S a m u d r a g u p t a h a v i n g d i e d a n d a w e a k l i n g 

R a m g u p t a h a v i n g ascended the t h r o n e after h i m , the 

S a k a k i n g s became fearless a n d began to behave i n s o l e n t l y 

w i t h the M a g a d h a n empi re w h i c h was o n i n i m i c a l t e rms w i t h 

t h e m . A n i m p e r t i n e n t a n d m e a n - m i n d e d M l e n c h c h a k i n g o f 

these S a k a s c o m m a n d e d R a m g u p t a i n o rder to h u m i l i a t e h i m 

t h a t he s h o u l d send h i s y o u n g a n d b e a u t i f u l w i f e , G r h d e v i , 

t o h i m or else be p repa red fo r war* ' . T h i s i n so l en t a n d 

w i c k e d message c o n v u l s e d the who le p o l i t i c a l a tmosphere o f 

t h e M a g a d h a n empi re w i t h shame a n d i n d i g n a t i o n . B u t 

E m p e r o r R a m g u p t a h a d become so u t t e r l y i m b e c i l e a n d 

shameless as to s t a r t p r e p a r a t i o n s to send h i s queen , G r h d e v i , 

to t h a t S a k a Sa t r ap w i t h the sole i n t e n t i o n of a v o i d i n g a 

conflict**. T h i s i n f u r i a t e d h is younge r bro ther , C h a n d r a g u p t a . 

E l o u t i n g R a m g u p t a ' s orders , he t o o k G r h d e v i under h i s 

protect ion*". T h e n r e s o r t i n g t o gu i l e , C h a n d r a g u p t a sent 

w o r d to the S a k a k i n g t h a t a c c o r d i n g to h i s commands Queen 

•Grhdevi was be ing sent to h i m , b u t t h a t because o f n a t u r a l 

w o m a n l y bashfulness a n d m o d e s t y she w o u l d l i k e to go i n a 

•curtained p a l a n q u i n . She was a lso to be a c c o m p a n i e d b y 

a re t inue o f her ma ids i n s i m i l a r l i t t e r s . T h e S a k a k i n g was 

m a d w i t h j o y t o hear t h i s message, a n d he r e p l i e d t h a t the 

•queen m i g h t be sent t h a t w a y . C h a n d r a g u p t a , however , 



3RD GLORIOUS EPOCH 1 0 » 

h i m s e l f donned the female a t t i r e a n d sat i n the Queen ' s 

p a l a n q u i n , w h i l e i n the a c c o m p a n y i n g ones, too , sa t the 

chosen w a r r i o r s i n f emin ine ga rb . A s the t r a i n (procession) o f 

those covered p a l a n q u i n s d r e w near the c a p i t a l o f tha t S a k a 

K i n g , the l a t t e r , beside h i m s e l f w i t h joy , came f o r w a r d to-

t h e queen's p a l a n q u i n to rece ive her i n person; w h e r e u p o n o u t 

came C h a n d r a g u p t a , i n the guise o f a w o m a n , a n d p o u n c i n g 

o n the u n s u s p e c t i n g S a k a K i n g s lew h i m i n s t a n t l y w i t h his . 

sword®". F r o m o ther l i t t e r s too , i s sued f o r t h t h e w a r r i o r s 

w i t h d r a w n swords a n d before the s h o c k i n g news o f the 

s laughte r o f the S a k a K i n g c o u l d sp read about t h e y v a n i s h e d 

a l o n g w i t h C h a n d r a g u p t a qu i t e out o f the enemy 's r each . 

257. T h e w h o l e c a p i t a l a n d the n a t i o n i t s e l f w a s 

r e s o u n d i n g w i t h the p ra i se for C h a n d r a g u p t a w h e n the g l a d 

news spread tha t P r i n c e C h a n d r a g u p t a h a d r e t u r n e d to 

P a t a l i p u t r a af ter a c c o m p l i s h i n g t h i s unpreceden ted dar ing, 

feat a n d p u n i s h i n g w i t h h is o w n hands the S a k a K i n g , who 

h a d i n s u l t e d the n a t i o n , w i t h i n s t a n t d e a t h . There was a 

grea t a g i t a t i o n to de throne the c o w a r d l y R a m g u p t a w h o h a d 

ascended the th rone o f M a g a d h a s e t t i n g as ide the l a s t w i s h 

o f the deceased emperor , S a m u d r a g u p t a , a n d to crown. 

C h a n d r a g u p t a i n h i s p l a c e . I n t h a t c o m m o t i o n R a m g u p t a , 

was k i l l e d . I m m e d i a t e l y C h a n d r a g u p t a was c rowned 

emperor a n d he m a r r i e d the same G r h a d e v i w h o m he h a d 

w i t h h i s e x c e p t i o n a l v a l o u r saved f rom h u m i l i a t i o n at the 

hands o f the enemy®i. L a t e r o n w i t h a w e l l - e q u i p p e d huge 

a r m y S a m r a t C h a n d r a g u p t a m a r c h e d u p o n the S a k a S a t r a p s . 

S A K A S A T R A P R U D R A S I N G H K I L L E D ; T H E L A S T 

P H A S E O F T H E W A R W I T H T H E S A K A S 

258. W h e n the w a r came to c losed g r ips o n the G u j a r a t h -

M a l a v a f ron t i e r o f the S a k a d o m i n i o n s the S a k a k i n g s offered 

t o u g h res is tance a t every p l ace a n d at e v e r y p lace the 

I n d i a n w a r r i o r s c rushed the enemy®^ ! I n the l a s t ba t t l e the 

r e m a i n i n g S a k a S a t r a p , R u d r a s i n g h , the son of S a t y a s i n g h , 

h i m s e l f was k i l l e d b y Chandragupta®*. 
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T H U S E N D E D T H E S A K A R U L E 

259. H a v i n g thus v a n q u i s h e d the Sakas c o m p l e t e l y , 

C h a n d r a g u p t a l i b e r a t e d the p r o v i n c e s o f S i n d h , K a c c h a , 

S o u r a s h t r a , G u j a r a t h , M a l a v a a n d o thers unde r t h e i r 

d o m i n a t i o n a n d i n c o r p o r a t e d t h e m in to h i s I n d i a n empire®*. 

A f t e r such a t o t a l d e s t r u c t i o n o f the Sakas , w h e n E m p e r o r 

C h a n d r a g u p t a en te red the anc i en t a n d renoM^ned c i t y o f 

U j j a y i n i , w h i c h t i l l a l i t t l e w h i l e ago was the c a p i t a l o f the 

S a k a k i n g d o m , the people there ce lebra ted h is e n t r y as a 

g r a n d n a t i o n a l f e s t i v a l . S a m r a t C h a n d r a g u p t a assumed the 

t i t l e o f Vikramaditya®*. I n o rde r to i m m o r t a l i z e h is g lo r i ous 

a n d c rush ing v i c t o r y over the Sakas , he r enamed the so far 

Tiniversally cu r ren t M a l a v S a m v a t i t s e l f as V i k r a m S a m v a t 

after h is o w n name (cf. p a r a g r a p h 222). H e m a d e U j j a y i n i 

the c a p i t a l o f the wes te rn p a r t o f h is I n d i a - w i d e empire®®, 

a n d there he l i v e d l i k e a c rowned K i n g . 

260 . H o w far can one descr ibe the s a t i s f a c t i o n a n d p r i d e 

t h a t the people a l l ove r B h a r a t fe l t a t t h i s dec i s ive v i c t o r y 

w o n b y V i k r a m a d i t y a ove r the M l e n c h c h a s ? T h e w h o l e o f 

I n d i a became free f r o m the f o r e i g n d o m i n a t i o n a n d became 

' E k r a t ' , u n i t e d u n d e r one K i n g ! H o w p ro found m u s t have 

been the j o y a n d p r i d e o f V i k r a m a d i t y a h i m s e l f w h e n h e saw 

t h a t the s t renuous efforts a n d successes a n d fa i lu res o f a 

h u n d r e d and fifty years o r so o f the Y o u d h e y a s , M a l a v a s 

V i l i v a y a n k u r ( V i l i n a y a n k u r ?) S a t a v a h a n a n d o t h e r great 

w a r r i o r s fo r the d e s t r u c t i o n of the S a k a p o w e r a n d o f the 

v a l o r o u s ach ievements o f h is g rand- fa ther a n d the n a t i o n a l 

a sp i r a t i ons o f V e d i c H i n d u s h a d , a t l a s t borne such g l o r i o u s 

f r u i t ! 

261 . O f t h i s the E n g l i s h h i s t o r i a n l i k e V i n c e n t S m i t h 

says t h o u g h r a the r g r u d g i n g l y , " W e m a y feel assured t h a t 

differences o f race, creed a n d manner s u p p l i e d the G u p t a 

m o n a r c h w i t h spec i a l reasons for d e s i r i n g to suppress the 

i m p u r e fo re ign (i%^) ru l e r s o f W e s t e r n I n d i a . C h a n d r a g u p t a 

V i k r a m a d i t y a a l t h o u g h t o l e r a n t o f B u d d h i s m a n d J a i n i s m 

was h i m s e l f an o r t h o d o x H i n d u , e spec i a l l y d e v o t e d to the 

•cult o f V i s h n u a n d as such c o u l d no t bu t have e x p e r i e n c e d 
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p e c u l i a r s a t i s f a c t i o n i n " v i o l e n t l y u p r o o t i n g the fo re ign 

c h i e f t a i n s " . 

T H E S A K A S T O O V A N I S H E D 

262 . I n p a r a g r a p h 230, i t has a l r e a d y been desc r ibed 

how the S a k a s a d o p t e d the V e d i c f a i t h , S a n s k r i t l anguage 

a n d I n d i a n cus toms a n d m a n n e r s . N o w tha t V i k r a m a d i t y a 

h a d u t t e r l y des t royed t h e i r p o l i t i c a l p o w e r w i t h h is ' m a i l e d 

fist' t h e y hereafter los t t h e i r separate exis tence as S a k a s as 

d i s t i n c t f r om the I n d i a n s . O n l y w i t h i n t w o or three 

genera t ions there was h a r d l y a n y S a k a to be seen i n I n d i a , as 

i t p r e v i o u s l y happened i n the case o f the K u s h a n s . 

263 . I n the h i s t o r i c a l pas t , there l i v e d a n d r u l e d good 

m a n y E m p e r o r s i n I n d i a , b u t there was h a r d l y a n y as 

s u r p r i s i n g l y p o p u l a r as t h i s E m p e r o r V i k r a m a d i t y a w h o 

e x t e r m i n a t e d the S a k a - K u s h a n s so t h o r o u g h l y t h a t n o t a 

t race o f a n y o f t h e m is f o u n d t o d a y . E v e n a fore igner , the 

Chinese t r a v e l l e r , F a - h i e n (or F a - h s i e n ) , who v i s i t e d I n d i a i n 

h is r e i g n , has p a i d a g l o w i n g t r i b u t e to the p r o s p e r i t y , 

happiness , w e a l t h a n d con t en tmen t t h a t h a d reached i t s 

he igh t , t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e of the I n d i a n empi re unde r the 

Guptas®'. E v e n t o d a y i n the i n n u m e r a b l e I n d i a n v i l l ages 

the name o f K i n g V i k r a m a d i t y a a n d h i s h i g h sense, a n d 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of, j u s t i ce is l o v i n g l y sung i n fo lk - t a l e s a n d 

b a l l a d . A f t e r h a v i n g defended the p o w e r f u l u n i t a r y I n d i a n 

e m p i r e a n d d e v e l o p e d i t i n eve ry respect for more o r less 

t h i r t y - f i v e years S a m r a t V i k r a m a d i t y a d i e d i n 414 A.D®*. 

264 . T h e epoch w h i c h began w i t h the r o y a l seal o f 

S a m r a t V i k r a m a d i t y a , the p r o u d V i c t o r o f S a k a - K u s h a n s , 

i s T H E T H I R D G L O R I O U S E P O C H o f I n d i a n H i s t o r y . 

• * 



C H A P T E R I V 

Y A S H O D H A R M A T H E C O N Q U E R O R O F T H E H U N S 

T H E H U N N I S H O N S L A U G H T O V E R T H E W H O L E 
W O R L D 

265 . A reference has a l r e a d y been made e a r l i e r i n t h i s 
b o o k t o the H u n s w h o r o u t e d a l l the S a k a a n d K u s h a n t r ibes 
f rom t h e i r o r i g i n a l homes a n d themselves o c c u p i e d the v a s t 
t r a c t s o f l ands . These v e r y H u n s , fiercer a n d far more 
c rue l t h a n t he i r predecessors, n o w m e n a c e d no t o n l y the 
who le o f A s i a b u t a lso the w h o l e o f E u r o p e . E v e r y one o f 
the t hen we l l - e s t ab l i shed , c i v i l i z e d , a n d s t r o n g l y b u i l t n a t i o n s 
a n d k i n g d o m s o f the w o r l d , r i g h t f r o m C h i n a t o R o m e was 
r o c k e d to i t s b o t t o m a t the v e r y t h o u g h t o f th i s i m p e n d i n g 
d o o m . The re was no l i m i t to t h e i r n u m b e r no r were t h e i r 
r a ids l i m i t e d to t h i s r eg ion or t h a t . 

266. W h e n t h e i r a rmies m a r c h e d out , t housands o f t h e i r 
m e n a n d women c a r r i e d fire and . s w o r d to eve ry c i t y a n d 
eve ry v i l l a g e t h a t t h e y entered a n d to eve ry h u m a n b e i n g , 
y o u n g or o l d , c h i l d or w o m a n , w h o m t h e y came across . N o t 
o n l y b y d a y bu t even at the v e r y d e a d o f n i g h t d i d t h e y 
c a r r y on these nefar ious a c t i v i t i e s , s h o u t i n g w i l d l y l i k e 
beasts a n d engul f ing the enemy l ands l i k e w i l d fire. A t the 
e n d o f e v e r y b l o o d y b a t t l e , t h e y ce leb ra ted t he i r v i c t o r y 

J U Glorious Epoch 
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t h e n a n d there , d a n c i n g w i l d l y a n d d r i n k i n g s t r o n g l i q u o r s 
i n cups made o f the v e r y s k u l l s o f the s l a u g h t e r e d enemy 
so ld ie rs a n d t h e i r w o m e n or ch i ld ren^ . 

2 6 7 . B e i n g v e r y close to the o r i g i n a l H u n n i s h t e r r i t o r y , 
a l m o s t a l l the p r o v i n c e s o f the v a s t Chinese empi re were 
rendered deso la te because o f t h e i r t e r r i b l e raids^. T h e grea t 
C h i n a W a l l o f t o d a y is a g l a r i n g t e s t i m o n y to p rove the 
i n c a p a c i t y o f the Chinese E m p e r o r to w a r d off these H u n n i s h 
locus ts . T h e one grea t wonde r o f the w o r l d — t h i s C h i n a 
W a l l — i s i n d e e d the g rea tes t m o n u m e n t to H u n n i s h Te r ro r* ! 

268 . One o f the leaders o f these H u n s , A t t i l a , o r g a n i z e d 
these horsemen w h o p i l l a g e d C e n t r a l A s i a a n d made s t r a i g h t 
fo r E u r o p e * . H i s v a r i o u s m a r a u d i n g a rmies dashed l i k e a n 
ava l anche i n t o E u r o p e a n R u s s i a t h r o u g h wh icheve r i n l e t t h e y 
c o u l d find a n d w r o u g h t h a v o c eve rywhere . U n i v e r s i t i e s a n d 
a r t cent res , houses a n d churches , the poor men ' s hu t s a n d 
r i c h palaces , t o w n s a n d c i t i e s—wha teve r t h e y c o u l d l a y t h e i r 
h a n d s on , these H u n s w e n t o n r e d u c i n g t h e m t o ashes*. 
W h o e v e r came i n t h e i r w a y was ru th l e s s ly cut to pieces. 
A f t e r t r a m p l i n g d o w n R u s s i a t h e y r u s h e d i n t o P o l a n d , thence 
a t t a c k i n g the G o t h s i n G e r m a n y a n d F rance* . A r m y af ter 
a r m y of t h e once i n v i n c i b l e R o m a n E m p i r e was p u t to r o u t . 
These H u n s l o v e d n o t v i c t o r y so m u c h as t h e y d i d r u i n a n d 
d e s t r u c t i o n for i t s o w n sake . C o n s e q u e n t l y , the who le o f 
E u r o p e was no t o n l y defea ted i n w a r b u t was v i r t u a l l y 
b a t h e d i n b l o o d a n d l a i d u t t e r l y was t e . F o r a h a r r o w i n g 
d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h i s d e v a s t a t i o n o f E u r o p e a t the hands o f 
these b a r b a r i c H u n s , one s h o i d d r e a d G i b b o n s ' Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire.' E v e n t o d a y mos t o f the E u r o p e a n 
languages use ' H u n ' ' as t h e foules t o f abuses, i n d i c a t i n g 
the reby the h o r r o r w i t h w h i c h t h e y l o o k e d u p o n these d e v i l i s h 
H u n s . 

2 6 9 . I n the v e r y same manner d i d a n o t h e r a v a l a n c h e 
o f these H u n n i s h horses , w h i c h h o v e r e d for some t i m e r o u n d 
abou t the H i m a l a y a s d e s t r o y i n g w h a t e v e r r e m a i n e d o f t h e 
S a k a - K u s h a n s t rongho lds , dashed aga ins t regions l i k e the 
G a n d h a r a n d o thers to the n o r t h - w e s t o l I n d i a " . W i t h t h e 
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v e r y same energy a n d d e v i l i s h a m b i t i o n w i t h w h i c h t h e y 

d e v a s t a t e d the empires o f C h i n a , R u s s i a , a n d R o m e , d i d these 

H u n s m a r c h i m p a t i e n t l y to t r a m p l e d o w n I n d i a f r o m end to 

e n d under t h e i r horses ' hoofs , a n d began t o force t h e i r w a y 

t o the I n d u s . 

B U T 

270. R u t f o r t u n a t e l y I n d i a was no longer b e i n g 

r u l e d b y a n y c o w a r d l i k e D h a n a n a n d w h o b r o u g h t d i sg race 

to the l a n d a t the t i m e o f the G r e e k i n v a s i o n o f the P u n j a b . 

I t was n o w u n d e r the sove re ign ty o f K u m a r g u p t a , * the 

i l l u s t r i o u s son o f E m p e r o r V i k r a m a d i t y a , the avenger o f 

t h e S a k a - K u s h a n d o m i n a t i o n . I n d i a a t t ha t t i m e en joyed t h e 

c e n t u r y - o l d G o l d e n A g e o f the G u p t a e ra . T h e M a u r y a n 

G o l d e n A g e saw, t o w a r d s i t s close, the I n d i a n m i l i t a r y 

s t r e n g t h d i s o r g a n i z e d a n d powerless , because o f the f o o l h a r d y 

A s o k a n p o l i c y o f t o t a l non-v io l ence ( A h i m s a ) . B u t the V e d i c 

I n d i a o f t h i s t i m e under the l eade r sh ip o f K u m a r g u p t a d i d 

n o t a l l o w the i m p e r i a l a r m y to degenerate i n the leas t . B e i n g 

a l w a y s aware o f the a v a l a n c h e - l i k e H u n n i s h o n s l a u g h t , 

w h i c h was expec ted sooner or l a t e r . E m p e r o r K u m a r g u p t a 

k e p t a v e r y s t r o n g w a r - l i k e a n d w e l l - o r g a n i z e d army,^" ever 

p r e p a r e d to defend i t s f ron t i e r s . 

T H E F I R S T H U N N I S H O N R U S H P A R A L Y S E D 

271. T h e m o m e n t he l e a rn t o f the H u n n i s h aggress ion 

o n G a n d h a r , K u m a r g u p t a sent h i s v a l i a n t son , S k u n d g u p t a 

a t the h e a d o f h is f o u r - f o l d ('̂ '̂n) a r m y t o u p r o o t t h e 

H u n n i s h m e n a c e " . W i t h t h e i r s p e c i a l t e chn ique based on 

t h e i r u n l i m i t e d number , w h i c h h a d so far been u n m a t c h e d f o r 

i t s efficacy, these H u n n i s h i n v a d e r s began to m a k e s h o r t w o r k 

o f the I n d i a n f r o n t i e r g u a r d s . N o sooner d i d the I n d i a n 

so ld ie r s des t roy one H u n n i s h a r m y at a p lace , t h a n w o u l d 

t h e y emerge up f r o m a l l o the r quar te rs , l i k e ants p o u r i n g 

f o r t h f rom t h e i r a n t h i l l s . E v e n i f these were c o m p l e t e l y w i p e d 

ou t , there w o u l d a p p e a r fresh ones c r e a t i n g confus ion a l l o v e r 

the l a n d . T h e a rmies o f S k u n d g u p t a fough t ba t t l e a f te r 
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b a t t l e w i t h the i r r e s i s t i b l e H u n s , d e s t r o y i n g t h e m s t e a d i l y 

b u t s u r e l y for yea r s together^^. T h e resu l t was t h a t even the 

i nnumerab le forces o f these H u n s g r a d u a l l y los t t h e i r s t r eng th 

a n d energy a n d d a r e d cross the f ron t ie r s o f the G u p t a E m p i r e 

no m o r e . W h y , t h e y c o u l d n o t even defend the places t h e y 

h e l d so f a r aga ins t the aggress ive a n d fierce i m p a c t o f the 

•Guptas. T h e r e m a i n i n g t roops o f the H u n s , therefore , fled 

c l e a n o u t o f the I n d i a n f ron t ie r s t h r o u g h the v e r y passes t h e y 

h a d come i n . T h i s c r u s h i n g defeat k e p t the H u n s a w a y f r o m 

I n d i a for the nex t f o r t y yea r s o r so^'. 

T H E B R A V E S K U N D G U P T A 

272. A f t e r h a v i n g fought c o n t i n u o u s l y for years on e n d 

a n d h a v i n g defeated the mos t p o w e r f u l enemy who h a d a l 

r eady b r o u g h t to t h e i r knees the greatest empires o f the w o r l d , 

S k u n d g u p t a p r o u d l y r e t u r n e d to h i s fa ther at P a t a l i p u t r a , 

where the v i c t o r i o u s P r i n c e was greeted w i t h unpreceden ted 

e n t h u s i a s m , p o m p a n d g l o r y O l d E m p e r o r K u m a r g u p t a ' s 

j o y can e a s i l y be i m a g i n e d . I t k n e w no b o u n d s . I n o rder 

to celebrate t h i s s i ngu la r success K u m a r g u p t a p e r f o r m e d 

the Hor se - sac r i f i c e (sr'?^ )̂ a c c o r d i n g to the age-old I n d i a n 

t r a d i t i o n " . 

D E A T H O F K U M A R G U P T A 

273. S h o r t l y af ter t h i s , the o l d emperor K u m a r g u p t a 

d i e d , h a v i n g s a t i s f a c t o r i l y fu l f i l l ed h is l i f e - m i s s i o n . H e was 

succeeded b y h is e m i n e n t s o n , S k u n d g u p t a , m a n y o f whose 

memorab le deeds s h o w i n g h is rare a b i l i t i e s c anno t be 

r ecoun ted here for M'ant o f space a n d a lso because t h e y do 

n o t d i r e c t l y bea r u p o n the present theme. 

274. W h i l e S k u n d g u p t a was thus r u l i n g i n I n d i a ano the r 

H u n n i s h a d v e n t u r e r , K h i k h i l b y name, o rg an i zed t h e i r sca t 

t e red forces i n A s i a , as A t t i l a before h i m h a d done i n E u r o p e , 

a n d founded ano the r k i n g d o m a n d s t y l e d h i m s e l f a k i n g . 

T o w a r d s the e n d o f E m p e r o r S k u n d g u p t a ' s career th i s new 

H u n n i s h a d v e n t u r e r m a r c h e d towards I n d i a a t the head o f a 

p o w e r f u l a r m y w i t h a v i e w to a v e n g i n g the i g n o b l e defeat t h e 
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H u n s h a d ea r l i e r suffered here^®. 

S E C O N D H U N N I S H I N V A S I O N O F I N D I A 

275. D u r i n g the v e r y first encounters t h e H u n s o v e r 

t h r e w the i m p e r i a l f ron t i e r guards a n d d r o v e t h e m b a c k a t 

one or t w o places . N o sooner d i d he hear o f t h i s fresh H u n n i s h 

aggress ion t h a n S k u n d g u p t a , i n s p i t e o f h i s o l d age, lef t h i s 

c a p i t a l a n d m a r c h e d as f a r as t h e P a n c h n a d (the m o d e r n 

P u n j a b ) . W h i l e he was thus p r e o c c u p i e d i n h i s m i l i t a r y c a m p 

o r g a n i s i n g the o v e r t h r o w n i m p e r i a l f r o n t i e r forces for a c o u n 

t e r - a t t a ck u p o n the enemy, he l e a rn t t h a t h i s s tep b r o t h e r , 

P u r g u p t a , was b u s y t r e a c h e r o u s l y p l a n n i n g to u su rp h i s 

t h r o n e " . Neve r the l e s s , the p a t r i o t S k u n d g u p t a , d i s r e g a r d i n g 

l i i s p e r s o n a l in teres ts , k e p t o n fighting the a l i e n i n v a d e r s i n 

s tead o f speed i ly r e t u r n i n g to the c a p i t a l to se t t le h i s d o m e s t i e 

t r o u b l e as some others i n h i s p l ace m i g h t have mos t p r o b a b l y 

d o n e . H a d he done so, a n d lef t the i m p e r i a l a r m y fighting 

w i t h o u t h i s gu idance , the I n d i a n so ld ie r s w o u l d h a v e , i n a l l 

p r o b a b i l i t y , l o s t courage a n d the i n v a d e r s w o u l d have s w e p t 

over the who le o f the P u n j a b a n d a t least the h a l f o f n o r t h 

I n d i a . A s he was c o n v i n c e d o f t h i s i m p e n d i n g c a l a m i t y , he 

ra ther prefer red fighting aga ins t the b a r b a r i c H u n s to 

r e t u r n i n g h o m e ! 

276. A n d even as he was fighting i n the defence o f b i s 

m o t h e r - l a n d d i d t h i s aged w a r r i o r - k i n g d ie abou t A . D . 471 

i n h i s m i l i t a r y c a m p , l i k e a t rue K i n g t h a t he was^* ! 

" A N E M P E R O R M U S T D I E S T A N D I N G " 

277. A n i n t e r e s t i n g anecdote is t o l d a b o u t a w e l l - k n o w n 

R o m a n E m p e r o r w h o r u l e d i n those ' p a l m y d a y s o f R o m e , ' 

t h a t w h i l e he was l y i n g o n h i s dea th -bed i n h i s r o y a l pa lace , 

he once s u d d e n l y go t up , s w o r d i n h a n d , a n d sa id to t h e 

f r igh tened a t t endan t s , w h o suspected i t t o be a d e l i r i o u s fit, 

t h a t a k i n g m u s t n o t d ie i n h i s b e d . " A R o m a n E m p e r o r " , 

he s a i d , " m u s t d i e s tanding"^*. 

278. I n a l i k e manne r d i d t h i s g rea t I n d i a n E m p e r o r , 

S k u n d g u p t a , d i e i n a s m a l l m i l i t a r y c a m p fighting r e l e n t -
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l e s s l y , i n sp i t e o f h i s f a i l i n g years , t h e v e r y enemy o n w h o m 

h e h a d i n f l i c t e d severe defeats i n h i s ea r l i e r career. R e n o u n 

c i n g a l l r o y a l comfor t s a n d pleasures he spent a l m o s t fifteen 

t o t w e n t y years o f h i s l i fe suffering a l l the d i scomfor t s a n d 

ha rdsh ips o f a camp- l i fe for the sole pu rpose o f de fend ing h i s 

e m p i r e a n d p r e s e r v i n g the independence o f h is m o t h e r l a n d , 

A n d w h e n he d i d d i e , he d i d so fighting the a rch-enemy of h i s 

n a t i o n , fa r a w a y i n a b i v o u a c i n the fa r thes t p r o v i n c e of the 

P u n j a b — n o t i n h i s r o y a l pa lace i n the c a p i t a l ! I f ever there 

was an i d e a l emperor , i t was he ! 

279. I f the H u n s were h e m m e d i n one s m a l l corner o f the 

I n d u s a n d i f I n d i a was s a v e d a l l the i n d i g n i t i e s , massacres 

a n d w a n t o n d e s t r u c t i o n a t t h e i r hands to w h i c h E u r o p e h a d 

been subjected a l m o s t con t emporaneous ly , a l l the c r e d i t 

m u s t go to the a r m e d s t r eng th o f S k u n d g u p t a . A l t h o u g h he 

d i e d before the H u n s were c o m p l e t e l y a n n i h i l a t e d , h i s 

e x e m p l a r y v a l o u r b r o u g h t f o r t h ano the r gene ra t i on o f 

w a r r i o r s , m u c h s t ronger t h a n before, to t a k e the field a g a i n s t 

these once w a r - i n t o x i c a t e d b u t n o w enfeebled H u n s . 

280. H e n c e we b o w d o w n to the m e m o r y o f E m p e r o r 

S k u n d g u p t a , w i t h as m u c h reverence a n d p r i d e a n d a sense 

o f n a t i o n a l g r a t i t u d e as we m i g h t do to a n y o t h e r conqueror 

l i k e V i k r a m a d i t y a . 

A F T E R T H E D E A T H O F S K U N D G U P T A 

281 . Subsequent to the d e a t h o f S k u n d g u p t a the th rone 

o f M a g a d h a was u s u r p e d b y h i s r ebe l b ro the r , P u r g u p t a , 

whose l a c k o f e v e r y sor t o f a b i l i t y encouraged the H u n s 

once aga in t o p u s h f o r w a r d unde r t h e i r K i n g , K h i k h i l . I n 

t h e r e ign o f T o r m a n , w h o succeeded K h i k h i l , H u n s once 

a g a i n l e t loose the dogs o f w a r a n d K a m b o j , G a n d h a r , a n d 

the P u n j a b suffered mos t f r o m t h e i r h o r r i b l e depreda t ions 

a n d arson^o. T h e w o r l d - f a m o u s U n i v e r s i t y o f T a x i l a was 

r a i s e d to the ground^^. Thousands o f i t s i n v a l u a b l e books 

o n l y served to m a k e bonfi re for the H u n s . 

282. T h i s is ano the r ins tance t h a t shows h o w even the 

n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e , c i v i l i z a t i o n a n d c u l t u r e are d e s t r o y e d a t 
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the hands o f fo re ign i n v a d e r s , i f t h e y are n o t defended a n d 

s u p p o r t e d b y the n a t i o n ' s m a i l e d fist. 

283. I n the m e a n w h i l e , those H u n n i s h hordes w h i c h h a d 

so fa r o v e r r u n the k i n g d o m o f P e r s i a , a n d i n A . D . 484 p u t 

her K i n g , P h i r o z , to dea th , were n o w free to j o i n the a r m y 

o f T o r m a n i n h i s w o r k o f r e d u c i n g I n d i a t o the same mi se r 

able state^^. W i t h h i s a r m y so sudden ly augmented , T o r m a n 

pushed ahead o f the P u n j a b i n t o M a l a v a a n d c a p t u r e d i t 

r o u n d a b o u t 511 A . D . ^ ^ , a l o n g w i t h i t s c a p i t a l U j j a i n . W h e n 

T o r m a n ' s son , M i h i r g u l a , w h o was b r a v e r a n d m o r e a t r o c i o u s 

t h a n the fa ther , succeeded to the H u n n i s h th rone , s t r a n g e l y 

enough he became a s incere devotee o f the V e d i c G o d , R u d r a 

a n d h e l d the cu l t o f B u d d h a i n the greates t sp i te . 

M I H I R G U L A , T H E D E V O T E E O F T H E 

V E D I C G O D 

284. S t r ange as i t m a y seem the H u n s were s p e e d i l y 

a t t r a c t e d to the w o r s h i p o f the V e d i c G o d R u d r a a t leas t 

f rom the t i m e t h e y en te red the n o r t h - w e s t e r n f r o n t i e r 

p r o v i n c e . O f these people Vincent S m i t h says , " T h e savage 

i n v a d e r who w o r s h i p p e d h i s p a t r o n d e i t y S h i v a , t h e G o d o f 

D e s t r u c t i o n , e x h i b i t e d ferocious h o s t i l i t y aga ins t the peaceful 

B u d d h i s t i c cu l t a n d r emorse l e s s ly o v e r t h r e w the S t u p a s a n d 

Monas te r i e s w h i c h he p l u n d e r e d o f t h e i r treasures^*". 

T H E P A T R I O T I C V E D I C H I N D U S A N D 

T R E A C H E R O U S B U D D H I S T S 

285. I n t h i s c o n t e x t the readers are re fe r red to p a r a 

graphs 182 to 209 a n d 245 to 246 o f th i s b o o k where in we 

have c o m m e n t e d on the p a t r i o t i c s p i r i t o f the V e d i c H i n d u s 

a n d the t reacherous a t t i t u d e o f the B u d d h i s t s . I n o rder to 

vouchsafe t h i s comment o f ours t h i s i n c i d e n t o f M i h i r g u l a 

s h o u l d be most s ign i f i can t . 

286. E v e n when t h i s H u n n i s h aggressor M i h i r g u l a h a d 

accepted the V e d i c c u l t o f G o d R u d r a a n d b r u t a l l y 

oppressed the B u d d h i s t s , w h o h a d become inve te ra t e 

enemies o f the V e d i c H i n d u s , the l a t t e r d i d n o t accept h i s 
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p o l i t i c a l d o m i n a n c e , n o r d i d t h e y ever j o i n h i m i n h i s 
a t r o c i t i e s aga in s t t h e i r o w n r i v a l s . I n sp i t e o f h i s a v o w e d 
acceptance o f the V e d i c c u l t , M i h i r g u l a was l o o k e d u p o n as 
a f o r e i g n aggressor a n d as such a n a t i o n a l enemy b y t h e 
V e d i c H i n d u s . T h e y a v o w e d e n m i t y t o w a r d s h i m for t h e 
sake of m a k i n g p o l i t i c a l l y free those reg ions w h i c h h a d so 
far gone u n d e r h i s s w a y . I t c anno t be d e n i e d t h a t even 
amongs t the V e d i c H i n d u s , k i n g s l i k e K a m b o j a n d J a i c h a n d 
d i d c o m m i t t reason e a r l i e r o r l a t e r , b u t o n the w h o l e t h e 
V e d i c c o m m u n i t y h a d a l l a l o n g been h a t i n g the n o n - V e d i c 
peop le and h a d been g i v i n g t e r r i b l e ba t t l e s for p r o t e c t i n g 
the independence a n d i m p e r i a l p o w e r o f t h e i r n a t i o n 
u n i m p a i r e d . E v e n the E n g l i s h h i s t o r i a n s , l i k e S m i t h , c o u l d 
not he lp m e n t i o n i n g , m a y b e i n m a l i c i o u s t e rms , this strong 
national feeling of the Vedic people. W h i l e s t a t i n g i n g e n e r a l 
t e rms t h a t these V e d i c H i n d u s were the b o r n enemies o f a n y 
f o r e i g n p o l i t i c a l power , t r y i n g to subdue the c o u n t r y , 
he says, " T h o s e f o r e i g n t r ibes , Sakas , P a h l a v a s a n d l o n i a n s 
( Y a v a n a s ) , a t the t i m e se t t l ed i n the W e s t e r n I n d i a as t h e 
lo rds o f a conque red p o p u l a t i o n , were the objects o f h o s t i l i t y 

o f the V e d i c K i n g V i l i v a y a n k u r I I H e r ecove red the 

losses w h i c h h is k i n g d o m h a d suffered a t the hands o f t h e 
i n t r u d i n g fore igners a n d u t t e r l y d e s t r o y e d the p o w e r o f (the 
S a k a K i n g ) N a h a p a n . T h e h o s t i l i t y o f the A n d h r a (Ved ic ) 
m o n a r c h was s t i m u l a t e d b y the d i sgus t fe l t b y a l l the H i n d u s , 
a n d e spec ia l ly b y the fo l lowers of the O r t h o d o x B r a h m a n i c a l 
sys t em o f the o u t l a n d i s h fo re ign barbarians^*". 

287. I t shou ld n o t su rpr i se the r eade r i f he finds i n 
th i s o b s e r v a t i o n of S m i t h a f a in t echo o f an E n g l i s h m a n ' s 
hear t -ache at h i s o w n p a i n f u l exper ience o f the B r i t i s h : 
I m p e r i a l Co lon i e s . 

K I N G Y A S H O D H A R M A 

288. U n d e r the u n d e s e r v i n g a n d w e a k P u r g u p t a t h e 
s u z e r a i n t y o f M a g a d h a began to be flouted a n d d i s r ega rded 
b y a l m o s t eve ry one. M o s t o f t h e vassals o f the G u p t a 
E m p i r e a n d even the p rov inces a n d p r i n c i p a l i t i e s began t o 
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ru l e themselves i n d e p e n d e n t l y . A l l these v i r t u a l l y subo rd ina t e 

bu t a c t u a l l y i ndependen t p r o v i n c e s a n d different f e u d a l 

l o r d s feared the p o l i t i c a l d o m i n a n c e of the H u n s w h i c h h a d 

b y t hen sp read as fa r as M a l a v a . E v e r y b o d y was see th ing 

w i t h i n d i g n a t i o n a t seeing a fo re ign t y r a n t l i k e M i h i r g u l a 

o c c u p y the t h r o n e o f t h e G r e a t V i k r a m a d i t y a a t U j j a i n , 

a n d e v e r y p a t r i o t i c V e d i c I n d i a n was a n x i o u s to see the 

H u n s ove rpowered a n d r o u t e d a t the ea r l i es t o p p o r t u n i t y . 

Y e t none o f a l l these sma l l e r s ta tes a n d p rov inces h a d the 

courage to t a k e a n y aggress ive m o v e aga ins t these H u n s . 

N o b o d y c o u l d b r o a c h the subject o p e n l y . 

289. A t such a c r i t i c a l t i m e a n a d v e n t u r o u s y o u t h 

v o w e d t o so lve t h i s k n o t t y p r o b l e m . H e was n o t even a 

t i t u l a r k i n g o r emperor . H e was m e r e l y a s m a l l c h i e f t a i n , 

Y a s h o d h a r m a b y name, o f a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l p r i n c i p a l i t y i n 

the p r o v i n c e o f Malava^®. B u t h i s a m b i t i o n , h i s sense o f 

p a t r i o t i s m a n d h i s d a r i n g s p i r i t were as l o f t y a n d p o w e r f u l 

as t o cha l lenge the m i g h t o f the m i g h t i e s t a n d p o m p o u s l y 

s t y l e d ' K i n g o f K i n g s ' o f the H u n s , M i h i r g u l a , a n d de th rone 

h i m a n d t o des t roy the H u n n i s h influence roo t a n d b r a n c h . 

A C O M M O N F R O N T O F T H E V E D I C K I N G S 

290 . F i r s t o f a l l he o rgan ized a l m o s t a l l t h e ne ighbou r 

i n g independen t I n d i a n s ta tes w i t h a v i e w t o fight o u t the 

H u n n i s h manace^ ' . E v e n B a l a d i t y a o f M a g a d h a s u p p o r t e d 

t h i s o r g a n i z e d w a r effort a n d unde r the l eadersh ip o f K i n g 

Y a s h o d h a r m a a l l these k ings m a r c h e d aga ins t the H u n s f r o m 

a l l s ides . T h i s w e l l o r g a n i z e d I n d i a n A r m y c o u l d d o w h a t 

none else c o u l d t h i n k o f d o i n g s ing le -handed , a n d the m o s t 

power fu l H u n n i s h a r m y began t o be s l augh te red o n the 

ba t t l e f i e lds o f Indians. 

D E F E A T O F T H E H U N S . C A P T U R E O F 

M I H I R G U L A H I M S E L F 

291 . I n the end , the Supreme C o m m a n d e r , Y a s h o d h a r m a 

m a r c h e d a t the head o f a v e r y p o w e r f u l a r m y on M i h i r g u l a 

h imsel f , a n d j o i n i n g b a t t l e a t M a n d a s o r e or K o r u r some-
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t i m e a b o u t A . D . 628 o v e r t h r e w the H u n n i s h d r a g o n fo r e v e r . 
A f t e r a v e r y savage m a n - s l a u g h t e r M i h i r g u l a h i m s e l f became 
a c a p t i v e o f K i n g Y a s h o d h a r m a ^ ' . 

292 . T h i s s i n g u l a r success r e s o u n d e d t h u n d e r o u s l y 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e l e n g t h a n d b r e a d t h o f I n d i a . 

293. A n d i n o r d e r to avenge the numerous a t r o c i t i e s 
t h a t H u n s i n gene ra l a n d M i h i r g u l a i n p a r t i c u l a r h a d so fa r 
p e r p e t r a t e d aga ins t the I n d i a n p o p u l a t i o n , K i n g Y a s h o d h a r m a 
f o r t h w i t h o rde red the h a n g i n g o f M i h i r g u l a * " . 

B A L A D I T Y A ' S A N T I - N A T I O N A L G E N E R O S I T Y 

294. B u t as soon as B a l a d i t y a , the E m p e r o r o f M a g a d h a , 
l e a r n t o f t h i s death-sentence passed o n M i h i r g u l a b y K i n g 
Y a s h o d h a r m a , he, as a member o f the C o m b i n e d F r o n t , 
i n s i s t e d t h a t the H u n be spared a n d be h a n d e d ove r to h i m 
a l i v e . Y a s h o d h a r m a d i d so o n l y to a v o i d d i s p l e a s i n g 

3 a l a d i t y a . W h e t h e r a c c o r d i n g to a secret t r e a t y w i t h 
M i h i r g u l a t o serve some selfish e n d o f h is o r unde r some 

•disas t rous d e l u s i o n o f the s o - c a l l e d s u p e r h u m a n generos i ty 
cons i s t i ng i n the release o f the dead l ies t enemy, w h o deserved 
n o t h i n g b u t h a n g i n g , a d e l u s i o n w h i c h seems a l m o s t 
p e r m e a t e d t h r o u g h the v e r y ve ins o f the I n d i a n people , 
B a l a d i t y a spa red n o t o n l y M i b i r g u l a ' s l i fe b u t even a l l o w e d 
h i m t o go h o n o u r a b l y to the r e m n a n t o f the H u n n i s h t e r r i 
t o r y to the north-west*^. A grea t m a n y years af ter h i m , 
P r i t h v i r a j a l l o w e d a n o t h e r i n v e t e r a t e enemy, M o h a m m e d 

• G h o r i , to go scot free ! 

M I L K O F F E R E D T O T H E S N A K E S B R I N G S 
V E N O M O N L Y 

(Payah-panam Bhujanganam Kevalam Vishwardhan) 

2 9 5 . T h a n k i n g h i s g o o d s ta r s , M i h i r g u l a h u r r i e d s t r a igh t 
t o K a s h m i r where he sec re t ly o r g a n i z e d the H u n s a n d k i l l e d 
the k i n g , annexed G a n d h a r , pe r secu ted the p e o p l e o f the 
l a n d a n d e s p e c i a l l y l i q u i d a t e d the pocke t s o f B u d d h i s t 
inf luence after s l a u g h t e r i n g wholesa le thousands ot B u d d h i s t 

•monks a n d nuns*^. 
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296. I t i s v e r y d i f f icul t to s a y i f fa te h a d b r o u g h t t o 

l i fe t h i s M i h i r g u l a o n l y t o g i v e a p r a c t i c a l lesson to t h e 

I n d i a n B u d d h i s t s -who were i n t o x i c a t e d b y the d e l i r i o u s i d e a , 

v i z . ' R e l i g i o u s v i c t o r y was greater t h a n arnaed v i c t o r y ' a n d 

t o show t h a t w i t h o u t one's o w n a r m e d s u p p o r t even R e l i g i o n , 

canno t s u r v i v e the ons laugh t s o f the ba rba rous enemy 's fire 

a n d s w o r d . 

297 . Never the less , these m i l k s o p s of the B u d d h i s t s who-

were so re ly d i s t ressed a t these persecut ions d i d n o t f a i l to 

use the o n l y weapon t h e y h a d to avenge themselves on. 

M i h i r g u l a . O n l y w h e n M i h i r g u l a d i e d a p e r f e c t l y n a t u r a l 

dea th , these B u d d h i s t s r eco rded h i s d e a t h i n t h e i r m y t h s , 

s end ing h i m f o r t h w i t h t o h e l l . " W h e n t h i s d e m o n o f a H u n , . 

M i h i r g u l a , d i e d " , t h e y wro te , " a n d went to e t e r n a l h e l l t o 

a tone for h i s h a t r e d t o w a r d s L o r d B u d d h a a n d to suffer 

i n h u m a n pangs , the E a r t h b r o k e i n t o t w o b y the v e r y shock.. 

I t r a i n e d as h e a v i l y as the D e l u g e o f M a n u , a n d the b i r d s 

a n d beasts r a n he l t e r - ske l t e r c r y i n g h o r r i b l y . M a n y o the r 

upheava l s also t o o k place**. 

2 9 7 - A . F o r these en-feebled B u d d h i s t s , was there a n y 

o ther w a y open for c o n s o l a t i o n t h a n to i m a g i n e themselves 

the u n l i m i t e d to r tu res i n the i n f e r n a l fires o f p u r g a t o r y or 

the h e l l o r the ' n a r a k ' , as we I n d i a n s s h o u l d l i k e to s t y l e the 

p lace , a t e r r i b l e enemy, w h o m t h e y da red n o t t h i n k o f 

h a r m i n g i n the leas t w h i l e y e t he l i v e d i n t h i s w o r l d suffered ? 

B u t w a s n ' t t h i s c o n s o l a t i o n o f these n o n - v i o l e n t B u d d h i s t s , 

v i o l e n t ? I s i t k i n d n e s s o r ex t reme c r u e l t y ? 

T H E V I C T O R I O U S E N T R Y O F Y A S H O D H A R M A 

I N T O U J J A I N ! 

298. A f t e r v a n q u i s h i n g M i h i r g u l a c o m p l e t e l y Y a s h o 

d h a r m a o v e r t h r e w a l l H u n n i s h inf luence f r o m the P a n c h n a d 

a n d after h a v i n g re -es tab l i shed I n d i a n ru l e i n t h i s n e w l y 

f reed l a n d , he r e t u r n e d t o M a l a v a w i t h h i s v i c t o r i o u s a r m y . 

W i t h great p o m p a n d ceremony d i d t h i s Y a s h o d h a r m a 

enter Uj ja in** w h i c h h a d the r e p u t a t i o n o f b e i n g the c a p i t a l 

o f I n d i a s ince the t i m e o f V i k r a m a d i t y a , a n d w h i c h he h a d . 



4TH GLORIOUS EPOCH 1 2 $ 

f reed anew f rom the fo re ign y o k e . N o w he d i d n o t r e m a i n 

a s i m p l e k i n g b u t h a d become the k i n g of k i n g s , M a h a r a j a -

dhiraj**! H e e rec ted t w o p i l l a r s to commemora te the 

v i c t o r y o f the I n d i a n p a t r i o t s aga ins t the Huns*®. They-

even n o w t e s t i f y to the g r a t i f i c a t i on t h a t the people o f these-

t imes m i g h t have t hen fe l t . 

W H A T H A P P E N E D T O T H E H U N S N E X T ? 

299. W h a t else cou ld have happened to t h e m ? T h e y 

me t w i t h the same fate t h a t t h e i r foreru imers the l o n i a n s , t h e 

S a k a s , the P a r t h i a n s a n d the o ther aggressors d i d . S o o n 

af ter M i h i r g u l a d i e d r o u n d about A . D . 540 the H u n n i s h states-

i n the nor th -wes t r e g i o n b e y o n d the I n d u s v a l l e y d w i n d l e d 

i n t o ins ign i f i cance w i t h i n a gene ra t i on o r two a n d p e r i s h e d 

comple t e ly* ' . A f t e r w r e s t i n g p o l i t i c a l p o w e r f rom the H u n s 

t h e V e d i c H i n d u k i n g s once a g a i n began to ru l e r i g h t u p to-

the H i n d u k u s h * * . T h e momen t t hey los t p o l i t i c a l p o w e r , 

because of an a r m e d m i g h t s t ronger t h a n t h e i r own, the H u n s 

became as m e e k l a m b s . D r . J a y a s w a l w r i t e s , " T h e H u n s 

were f u l l y c ru shed w i t h i n a c e n t u r y b y the successive (Hindu) , 

d y n a s t i e s * ' . " Because o f the grea t losses i n t h e i r r a n k s , suff

e red d u r i n g a c e n t u r y o f incessan t war fa re w i t h the H i n d u s -

H u n n i s h p o p u l a t i o n d i m i n i s h e d r a p i d l y i n number s . W h o s o 

ever r e m a i n e d t o o k ove r w i l l i n g l y to I n d i a n r e l ig ions and. 

languages a n d cus toms a n d w i t h i n a genera t ion o r two 

merged so c o m p l e t e l y w i t h the H i n d u s tha t t h e y c o u l d n e v e r 

r eco l l ec t t h e i r H u n n i s h e x t r a c t i o n . 

300. V i n c e n t S m i t h has the f o l l o w i n g comment s to offer 

o n the far-rea ch ing effects o f t h i s dec i s ive I n d i a n v i c t o r y 

over the H u n s : " A f t e r the defeat o f M i h i r g u l a a n d t h e 

e x t i n c t i o n o f the H u n P o w e r o n the O x u s , I n d i a en joyed 

i m m u n i t y f rom f o r e i g n a t t a cks for nea r ly five centuries*"." 

3 0 0 - A . I t c l ea r ly [means t h a t after the defeat o f M i h i r 

g u l a a t the hands of Y a s h o d h a r m a a n d after t h e e n d of t h e 

H u n empi re b e y o n d the O x u s there was no fo re ign aggress ion 

over I n d i a for n e a r l y five centur ies to come. T h u s the w h o l e 

o f I n d i a , r i g h t f r om P a r i y a t r a ( H i n d u k u s h ) , Gandha r^ 
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K a s h m i r , the P u n j a b a n d S i n d h s t r a i g h t to K a n y a k u m a r i , 
en joyed under the H i n d u K i n g s p r o s p e r i t y and happiness for 
n e a r l y five h u n d r e d yea r s . T h e w h o l e o f B h a r a t was 
i ndependen t , p o w e r f u l , w e a l t h y a n d h a p p y ! 

A R E S U M E O F T H E A N C I E N T P E R I O D 
I N I N D I A N H I S T O R Y 

301-307. I f b y the A n c i e n t P e r i o d i n I n d i a n H i s t o r y 
we m e a n the one f rom B . C . 600 to A . D . 700 ,—a p e r i o d as 
l a rge as 1300 y e a r s — a n d i f the succeed ing p e r i o d is c a l l e d 
the m o d e r n , i t is i n t h e fitness o f t h ings t h a t here a n d n o w 
s h o u l d end t h a t p e r i o d so f a r as the subject m a t t e r o f t h i s 
b o o k is concerned . S o m e o f the h i s t o r i c a l p o i n t s p e r t a i n i n g 
to t h i s a n c i e n t p e r i o d — w h i c h shou ld v e r y c a r e f u l l y be 
i m p r e s s e d on the m i n d s o f ou r y o u n g m e n a n d w o m e n a n d 
t h e general reader , bu t w h i c h are g e n e r a l l y los t s i gh t of, are 
b r ie f ly d e a l t w i t h here i n th i s c o n c l u s i o n : 

(1) I n t h i s anc ien t p e r i o d no foreign aggressor could ever 
conquer the whole of India at any time. T h i s fact g e n e r a l l y 
•escapes the no t ice o f good m a n y o f the fore igners as o f ou r 
o w n men , w h i l e some d e l i b e r a t e l y neglec t i t o r p e r v e r t i t . 
O n r e a d i n g s u c h t i t l e s o f Chap te r s as ' A l e x a n d e r ' s I n v a s i o n 
o f I n d i a ' ' S a k a aggress ion o n I n d i a " , f o re ign as w e l l as n a t i v e 
readers are gene ra l l y m i s l e d i n t o a b e l i e f t h a t the w h o l e o f 
I n d i a was o v e r r u n e i the r b y A l e x a n d e r o r b y the H u n s , a n d 
lo s t i t s independence . U n d e r th i s d e l u s i o n m a n y o f the 
•enemies o f I n d i a a n d her so-ca l led we l l -wishers h a v e r a i s e d 
such object ions a n d p r o p o u n d e d such theor ies as t o m e a n 
t h a t the who le l i fe o f the I n d i a n na t ion— i . e . the H i n d u 
na t i on—has passed i m d e r i n fo re ign s l a v e r y . I t is t o b r i n g 
t o l i g h t a n d refute t h i s foo l i sh a n d w i c k e d charge a n d t o 
show t h a t i t i s due to e i the r u n i n t e n t i o n a l ignorance o r 
w i l f u l m a l i c e t h a t s u c h theor ies are ever p r o p o u n d e d , t h a t 
t h i s b o o k has been p u r p o s e l y w r i t t e n . 

So f r o m the fo rego ing n a r r a t i o n i t s h o u l d be c lear t h a t — 
(2) R i g h t f r om N e p a l to E a s t e r n Sea ( B a y o f Benga l ) 

t h e w h o l e o f n o r t h e r n a n d eas te rn I n d i a a n d sou the rn I n d i a , 
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t h a t i s to say, p r a c t i c a l l y three-four ths o f th i s grea t cont inent , 

o f I n d i a , r ema ined c o m p l e t e l y independen t o f a n y f o r e i g n 

d o m i n a t i o n for these 1300 years . N o aggressor b y sea o r 

l a n d c o u l d ever reduce i t comple t e ly to s l a v e r y . 

(3) O f the r e m a i n i n g wes t e rn a n d n o r t h e r n I n d i a , 

r o u g h l y a b o u t 1/4 of the con t inen t was o n l y once t raversed, 

b y a^foreigner . Sakas a n d K u s h a n s h e l d the n o r t h - w e s t e r a 

t r a c t o f l a n d be tween t h e P u n j a b a n d G u j r a t for some t ime . 

T h e H u n s c o u l d b a r e l y r e a c h U j j a i n . H o w m i s e r a b l y these 

n a t i o n a l foes suffered a t the hands o f I n d i a n n a t i o n a l s has. 

been br ie f ly desc r ibed i n the fo rego ing pages. , 

(4) H a r d l y a n y o ther c o n t e m p o r a r y n a t i o n o f the w o r l d 

w i l l be seen to have so successfu l ly d e s t r o y e d the fo re ign 

aggressors a n d m a i n t a i n e d i t s n a t i o n a l independence for such, 

a l e n g t h o f t i m e — n o t less t h a n 1300 yea r s . 

(5) I t i s n o t o n l y I n d i a t h a t these l o n i a n s , Sakas and . 

H u n s a n d o ther aggressors i n v a d e d . Some o f t h e m d i s r u p t e d 

a l m o s t a l l the o ther na t i ons ! o f the t h e n k n o w n w o r l d a n d 

b r o u g h t i n the so -ca l l ed D a r k A g e s . T h e y t h r e w some o f t h e 

o ther na t i ons i n t o comple te o b l i v i o n — a fact w h i c h mus t 

a l w a y s be k e p t i n v i e w w h e n c o m p a r i n g t h e m w i t h I n d i a i n 

respec t o f these b a r b a r i c aggress ions . 

(6) These v e r y b a r b a r i c aggressors w h o came i n such 

la rge numbers c a r r y i n g power fu l w e a p o n s w i t h the d i a b o l i e 

a m b i t i o n o f a n n i h i l a t i n g the who le o f the I n d i a n c o n t i n e n t 

were themselves r e d u c e d b y the I n d i a n w a r r i o r s to ashes i n 

the conf lagra t ion o f a genera l wa r , the i r beas t ly ins t inc t s , 

b e i n g p u r i f i e d i n the m a r t i a l fires a n d merged i n the v a s t 

I n d i a n m u l t i t u d e so c o m p l e t e l y t h a t even t h e i r n a m e (^ITT)-

d i d not r e m a i n ( ^ } b e h i n d t h e m ! 

308. L e t us fo r a m o m e n t i m a g i n e t h a t a c e r t a i n A n g e l 

w h o had been o b s e r v i n g the affairs o f t h i s E a r t h a t t h a t t i m e 

a n d has once a g a i n come d o w n on the H i m a l a y a n peaks a n d 

is s u r v e y i n g the I n d i a n scene. N o t , k n o w i n g w h a t h a p p e n e d 

d u r i n g the i n t e r v e n i n g yea r s he began to a sk f r o m the p e a k : 

" W e l l , are t he r e s t i l l left ove r i n t h i s c o n t i n e n t o f I n d i a a n y 

o f the l o n i a n s (Greeks) w h o h a d once f o u n d e d a k i n g d o m i n a 
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. smal l corner o f th i s v a s t piece o f k n d ?" I f a n y A n g e l does 
i n q u i r e t h i s w a y , there is u n f o r t u n a t e l y no one left to t e l l 
h i m , "Well, I am he—their descendant \" I f a g a i n the A n g e l 
asks , " I n one p a r t o f I n d i a there were some k i n g d o m s a n d 
-communit ies o f Sakas a n d the K u s h a n s . I s there anyone o f 
t h e m to be f o u n d here n o w ? " T o answer t h i s q u e s t i o n i n the 
af f i rmat ive there is u n l u c k i l y none lef t . N o one can be f o u n d 
t o d a y to say , " Y e s , I a m S a k a " or " I a m a K u s h a n . " W e r e 
he a g a i n to ask for the t h i r d t i m e " A t leas t some o f the 
gen t lemen be long ing to the H u n c l a n w h o h a d once harassed 
the who le of the w o r l d a n d who h a d once a d v a n c e d u p to 
U j j a i n m u s t be f o u n d here ! A r e there any such ? E v e n to 
th i s ques t ion no one can p r o u d l y say t o d a y " W h y n o t ? H e r e 

J a m the i r d i r ec t descendan t" . 

309 . B u t i f the a w e - s t r i c k e n A n g e l asks a g a i n , " W e l l , 
t e l l me a t least i f there is a n y y e t left o f those H i n d u s w h o 
fought b r a v e l y w i t h a l l these fo re ign aggressors a n d r u l e d 
•over I n d i a ? " T h e n the answer , " Y e s , I a m t h a t H i n d u ! I 
a m he ! " w o u l d s p r i n g f rom more t h a n three h u n d r e d m i l l i o n 
m o u t h s i n t h i s c o u n t r y a n d p r o v e , b e y o n d a shadow o f a 
doub t , the deep r o o t e d founda t i ons a n d the grand edifice of 
the Hindu nation and the Hindu State I 

310. So t h i s can be fittingly c a l l e d T H E F O U R T H 
• G L O R I O U S E P O C H o f I n d i a n H i s t o r y g l i t t e r i n g i n the 
lus t rous m a r t i a l ach ievement s o f the m o s t d a r i n g a n d 
successful emperor , Y A S H O D H A R M A ! 

• • • 



" T h e M o h a m e d a n conques t o f I n d i a is p r o b a b l y the 
b lood ie s t s t o r y i n h i s t o r y . I t is a d i s c o u r a g i n g t a l e , fo r i t s 
e v i d e n t m o r a l i s t h a t c i v i l i z a t i o n i s a p reca r ious t h i n g , whose 
de l i c a t e c o m p l e x o f o rder a n d l i b e r t y , c u l t u r e a n d peace m a y 
a t a n y t i m e be o v e r t h r o w n b y b a r b a r i a n s i n v a d i n g f r o m 
w i t h o u t o r m u l t i p l y i n g w i t h i n " 

— W i l l D u r a n t : Story of Civilization. 
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C H A P T E R V 

T H E C L I M A X O F M A H A R A S H T R I A N V A L O U R ! 

T H E M A R A T H A S T A N D A R D F L U T T E R S 
P R O U D L Y O V E R A T T O C K 

N A T U R E O F T H E M I L L E N N I A L H E S D U - M U S L I M 
S T R U G G L E 

311. T h e scope o f t h i s b o o k , ' S i x G l o r i o u s E p o c h s o f 
I n d i a n H i s t o r y ' , has a l r e a d y been e x p l a i n e d i n C h a p t e r I 
(paras: 4 to 8) f r o m w h i c h i t s h o u l d be c lear t h a t a d e t a i l e d 
accoun t o f the con t inuous , l o n g - d r a w n , fierce a n d g i g a n t i c 
H i n d u - M u s l i m s t ruggle i s n o t i n t e n d e d here. W h a t we i n t e n d 
to do here is to examine t h o r o u g h l y a n d f r o m the H i n d u s t a n d 
p o i n t t h i s ep ic s t rugg le a n d the p e r i o d covered b y i t as 
s ea r ch ing ly , as f a i t h f u l l y a n d as fear less ly as i t ough t t o have 
been done—but u n f o r t u n a t e l y has n o t so f a r been done . 

312. F o r even t o d a y i t is a b s o l u t e l y essent ia l a n d 
benef ic ia l to the in teres ts o f the H i n d u N a t i o n . 

T W O A G E S O F O U R H I S T O R Y : A N C I E N T A N D 
M O D E R N 

313. W e feel t h a t our H i s t o r y is n a t u r a l l y d i v i d e d b y 
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the course o f events i n t o t w o great ages : the A n c i e n t a n d t h e 

M o d e r n ; the first, e n d i n g w i t h the seven th c e n t u r y , a n d the 

second, s t r e t c h i n g f rom the beg inn ings o f the e i g h t h c e n t u r y 

to the present d a y . I n the p r e c e d i n g four chap te rs we have 

d e a l t w i t h the v a s t anc i en t p e r i o d o f abou t a t h o u s a n d yea r s 

o r so, w h i l e we i n t e n d t o ana lyse , i n the f o l l o w i n g n ine t een 

chapte rs , the course of events i n t h i s m o d e r n age o f H i n d u 

H i s t o r y . 

314. I n d o i n g so d e t a i l e d accounts o f the m a n y s t r a y 

even t s s u p p o r t i n g o u r m a i n thesis w i l l c e r t a i n l y be g i v e n 

where necessary a n d the c h r o n o l o g i c a l sequence w i l l a lso b e 

m a i n t a i n e d . B u t the c h r o n o l o g i c a l de t a i l s w i l l n o t be a l l o w e d 

to c r o w d up the l i m i t e d space at ou r d i s p o s a l , as t h e y a re 

e a s i l y a v a i l a b l e i n v a r i o u s b i g or s m a l l vo lumes b y m a n y 

o the r w r i t e r s . H e n c e our w h o l e a t t e n t i o n w i l l be focussed 

m a i n l y o n the bear ings of d i f fe rent i m p o r t a n t p o i n t s i n the 

subject rba t te r i n h a n d , r a t he r t h a n , t h o u g h n o t w i t h o u t 

r e g a r d t o , the c b r o n o l o g i c a l o rder . 

T H E E P I C H I N D U - M U S L I M W A R 

315. T h e s t rugg le o n t h e t w o f ronts i n a l l the b l o o d y 

wars fought a t eve ry M u s l i m i n v a s i o n r i g h t f r om the b e g i n 

n i n g o f t h i s m o d e r n age was h i t h e r t o u n k n o w n a n d u n h e a r d 

of. F o r the G r e e k , S a k a , H u n a n d o the r i n v a d e r s , w h o came 

p o u r i n g i n d o w n the p l a i n s o f the P u n j a b , h a d p o l i t i c a l 

d o m i n a t i o n o f t h i s c o u n t r y as t h e i r sole o b j e c t i v e . B a r r i n g 

t h i s p o l i t i c a l a i m t h e i r r a i d s h a d never been occas ioned b y 

a n y c u l t u r a l or r e l i g ious h a t r e d . O n the o ther h a n d , these 

new I s l a m i c enemies n o t o n l y a sp i red t o c rush the H i n d u 

p o l i t i c a l power a n d e s t ab l i sh i n i t s p l ace M u s l i m s o v e r e i g n t y 

over the w h o l e o f I n d i a , b u t t h e y also h a d , see th ing i n t h e i r 

b r a i n s ano ther fierce r e l i g i o u s a m b i t i o n , n o t heretofore 

d r e a m t o f b y a n y o f the o l d enemies o f I n d i a . I n t o x i c a t e d 

b y t h i s r e l i g i o u s a m b i t i o n , w h i c h was m a n y t imes more 

d i a b o l i c t h a n t h e i r p o l i t i c a l one . These m i l l i o n s o f M u s l i m -

invade r s f r o m a l l over A s i a f e l l ove r I n d i a c e n t u r y af ter cen 

t u r y w i t h a l l the f e r o c i t y a t t he i r c o m m a n d to d e s t r o y the 
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H i n d u r e l i g i o n w h i c h was the l i f e - b l o o d o f the N a t i o n . 

T H E O U T R A G E O U S C H R I S T I A N I N C U R S I O N 

316. T o a d d t o these c a t a s t r o p h i c M u s l i m i n r o a d s ove r 

I n d i a C h r i s t i a n n a t i o n s l i k e the Po r tuguese , the D u t c h , t h e 

F r e n c h , the B r i t i s h a n d o thers r u s h e d u p o n ou r n a t i o n f r o m 

the sea, r o u n d a b o u t the fifteenth cen tu ry A . D . — e v e n i f we 

were to ignore the i n f i l t r a t i o n o f the S y r i a n C h r i s t i a n s i n the 

M a l a b a r d u r i n g the 1st c e n t u r y A . D . T h i s C h r i s t i a n offensive, 

l i k e the M u s l i m one, was b o t h p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s a n d 

e q u a l l y d e v i l i s h . T h e y also w r o u g h t h a v o c b y c o n v e r t i n g 

m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s a t the p o i n t o f the b a y o n e t — a n accoun t 

o f w h i c h w i l l be g i v e n at i t s p r o p e r p l ace . 

317. A l t h o u g h the t w o fronts o f t h i s M u s l i m aggress ion , 

viz., the r e l i g ious a n d p o l i t i c a l , were o n l y the t w o pa r t s o f the 

same ep ic H i n d u - M u s l i m s t rugg le , t h e i r o r i g i n a l forms , t he i r 

weapons o f w a r a n d t h e i r u l t i m a t e e n d were a l toge the r 

different . N a t u r a l l y , t h e y h a v e to be d i scussed sepa ra t e ly , 

as fa r as i t i s poss ib le t o d o so . 

318. H e n c e we s h a l l first e x a m i n e the re l ig ious aspect 

o f the M u s l i m - C h r i s t i a n aggress ion over o u r c o u n t r y i n 

C h a p t e r s V I t o X I I a n d t h e n i n Chap t e r s 13 t o 22 o f t h i s 

b o o k we s h a l l d i scuss i t s p o l i t i c a l s ide . 

• 



t i 

C H A P T E R V I 

B E G I N N I N G O F M U S L I M B V C U R S I O N 

319. W e have a l r e a d y p o i n t e d o u t — a n d s h a l l do so 
hereaf ter—how the h i s to r ies w r i t t e n n o t o n l y b y fo re ig i i 
h i s to r i ans or those w h o are a v o w e d l y i n i m i c a l to us, b u t even 
b y our o w n people , ignore the g lo r ious episodes o f e x c e p t i o n a l 
v a l o u r a n d m o n u m e n t a l successes o f the H i n d u s and i n t h e i r 
s tead , ca ta logue o n l y the ca l ami t i e s t h a t befe l l t h e m a n d 
present t h e m as the o n l y t rue h i s t o r y o f the H i n d u s , because 
t h e y were never f ea r l e s s ly w r i t t e n f r o m the pure a n d s i m p l e 
H i n d u s t a n d p o i n t . W e have a l r e a d y referred to m a n y such 
ins tances , i n the first four chapters i n s u p p o r t o f o u r c o n t e n 
t i o n a n d w i l l do so even i n the f o l l o w i n g pages. T h e p e r i o d 
u n d e r cons ide ra t i on here is an ins tance i n p o i n t . 

320. G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g i n a l l h i s tor ies , e spec i a l l y i n 
the h i s t o r y t e x t - b o o k s used i n schools , the w r i t e r s i n v a r i a b l y 
j u m p f rom a n accoun t o f the H u n n i s h ons laugh t to the first 
Successful M u s l i m c a m p a i g n on S i n d h , w i t h o u t w r i t i n g even a 
l i n e or t w o about the i n t e r v e n i n g l o n g pe r iod o f these h u n d r e d 
y e a r s o r so. N e x t f o l l o w i n q u i c k succession the d e t a i l e d 
n a r r a t i o n o f M u s l i m invas ions one after another , so t h a t a 
c o m m o n reader , e spec i a l l y a p u p i l , catches a n impres s ion , 
w h i c h is v e r y of ten ca r r i ed even i n h i s l a t e r l i fe , t h a t the h i s 
t o r y o f the H i n d u s is n o t h i n g bu t a d o l e f u l ta le o f fo re ign 
sub juga t ion a n d n a t i o n a l defeats. O u r enemies have p u b l i 
c i zed these false impress ions as es tab l i shed facts a l l ove r the 
w o r l d for the l a s t t w o or three centur ies . F o r ins tance , a m a n 
l i k e the la te D r . A m b e d k a r , b u r n i n g w i t h h a t r e d aga ins t 
H i n d u i s m , wr i t e s : 

" The H i n d u s , has been a l i fe o f a c o n t i n u o u s 
defeat. I t i s a mode o f s u r v i v a l o f w h i c h e v e r y H i n d u w i l l 
feel a shamed^ ." 
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321 . I n fact , h i s t o r i c a l ev idence shows t h a t af ter the t o t a l 

r o u t o f the H u n s , t h a t i s t o say , s ince abou t A . D . 550 H i n d u 

K i n g s a n d emperors success fu l ly c rossed the I n d u s a t v a r i o u s 

places^ a n d r econquered n o t o n l y w h a t are n o w k n o w n as 

S i n d h , B a l u c h i s t a n , A f g h a n i s t a n , H e r a b , H i n d u k u s h , G i l g i t , 

K a s h m i r a n d m a n y o ther reg ions f r o m the G r e e k s , the H u n s , 

the Sakas a n d other f o r e i g n peoples , b u t h o i s t e d the v i c t o r i o u s 

n a t i o n a l flag o f the V e d i c H i n d u s far b e y o n d the n o r t h 

wes te rn boundar i e s o f C h a n d r a g u p t a M a u r y a ' s empi re u p t o 

U t t e r K u r u s ! W h y , even i n K h o t a n i n C e n t r a l A s i a b e y o n d 

K a s h m i r , there r u l e d H i n d u k i n g s a n d , i n t h e o p i n i o n o f 

m a n y h i s t o r i an s , even G a z a n i was r u l e d b y K i n g Shee l ad i tya* . 

T H E R E J U V E N A S C E N T H I N D U N A T I O N 

322. E v e n the fo re ign h i s t o r i a n s l i k e V i n c e n t S m i t h a re 

a s tounded a t the e n d u r i n g a b i l i t y o f the H i n d u n a t i o n t o 

re juvenate i t s e l f af ter c r u s h i n g defeats. F o r a d e t a i l e d 

accoun t o f t h i s p e r i o d a n d S m i t h ' s g l o w i n g t r i b u t e t o t h e 

successful s t ruggle for independence o f the H i n d u s t h e 

cur ious readers are a d v i s e d to refer to the c o n c l u d i n g p o r t i o n 

o f C h a p t e r I V o f t h i s b o o k . O n l y one sentence w i l l suffice 

here. 

3 2 2 - A . " A f t e r the defeat o f M i h i r g u l a (by the H i n d u s ) 

a n d the e x t i n c t i o n o f the H u n power , I n d i a en joyed i m m u n i t y 

f r o m fo re ign a t t a c k for n e a r l y five centur ies* ." 

323. S m i t h has t hus c o m p l e t e l y refuted the e x t r a v a g a n t 

a n d v u l g a r r e m a r k s o f D r . A m b e d k a r o n H i n d u h i s t o r y . 

T H E B E G I N N I N G S O F T H E A W E F U L M U S L I M W A R 
W I T H I N D I A 

324. I t is gene ra l ly be l i eved t h a t M o h a m m e d B i n K a s i m 

was the first o f the A r a b i a n or M u s l i m i n v a d e r s t o m a r c h 

upon S i n d h . B u t i n fact i t was at leas t fifty yea r s before 

h i m t h a t o ther A r a b i a n M u s l i m s h a d s t a r t ed p i c k i n g u p 

quarre ls w i t h the B r a h m i n k i n g s o f S i n d h * . T h e y h a d even 

t r i e d a n a r m e d aggression®. Y e t we do n o t i n t e n d to d i l a t e 

u p o n the sy s t ema t i c a n d c h r o n o l o g i c a l a c c o u n t o f these 
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v a r i o u s s k i r m i s h e s b y a r m e d b a n d s or m i l i t a r y d e t a c h m e n t s ' . 

I t i s enough for ou r purpose to bear i n m i n d t h a t a l l these 

a t t e m p t s were fo i l ed success fu l ly b y the H i n d u s * . A t l e n g t h 

U s m a n ' , the g o v e r n o r o f the G r a n d K h a l i p h a ' s d i s t a n t 

p r o v i n c e o f O m a n , opene ly a t t a c k e d the H i n d u state o f S i n d h . 

T h e t h e n B r a h m i n K i n g o f S i n d h , C h a c h a , v a n q u i s h e d n o t 

o n l y these A r a b s , b u t k i l l e d t he i r v e r y C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f , 

A b d u l A z i z , i n a battle^". A f t e r these s p o r a d i c a t t empt s 

t i l l abou t A . D . 640, the A r a b s d i d n o t u n d e r t a k e a n y 

i m p o r t a n t e x p e d i t i o n , w i t h pe rhaps the o n l y e x c e p t i o n o f the 

s m a l l d i s t a n t p r o v i n c e o f M a k r a m ^ ^ , w h i c h t hey reduced 

t o ashes c o n v e r t i n g the H i n d u s there a t the p o i n t o f the 

s w o r d to the M u s l i m fai th^^. These H i n d u B a l u c h i s t a n i a n 

conve r t s o f those days became la te r on b i g o t e d M u s l i m s . 

T H E F I R S T B I G M U S L I M E X P E D I T I O N 

A G A I N S T S I N D H 

325 . Thereaf te r i t was i n A . D . 711 t h a t M o h a m m e d 

B i n - K a s i m l a u n c h e d the first large-scale offensive aga ins t 

S i n d h w i t h a huge a r m y , fifty-thousand strong^*. T h e 

m a j o r i t y o f the p o p u l a t i o n o f S i n d h , t hen , was V e d i c H i n d u s , 

w i t h K i n g D a h i r a t the head o f the s ta te , w h i l e , o n l y a s m a l l 

m i n o r i t y was the fo l l ower o f L o r d B u d d h a . F o r m e r l y , w h e n 

S i n d h was under the H u n s , t h e i r l a s t K i n g M i h i r g u l a h a d 

pe r secu t ed the B u d d h i s t s v e r y c r u e l l y , because i n spi te o f h i s 

H u n n i s h e x t r a c t i o n , he h a d become a f a i t h f u l f o l l o w e r o f t h e 

V e d i c r e l i g i o n a n d h a t e d B u d d h i s m for i t s feebleness^*. 

(Chap te r 4—Parag raphs 284 & 285.) B u t af ter M i h i r g u l a , w h e n 

S i n d h w e n t unde r t h e s w a y o f t h e V e d i c H i n d u K i n g s , t h e 

B u d d h i s t s no longer suffered a n y such p e r s e c u t i o n . T h e y 

were free t o f o l l o w t h e i r o w n r e l i g i o n so far as i t concerned 

o n l y w i t h t h e i r o w n selves. 

T H E B U D D H I S T T R A I T O R S 

326. Neve r the l e s s , these I n d i a n B u d d h i s t s were e l a t e d , 

t o see the M u s l i m foreigners m a r c h a g a i n s t the H i n d u 

k i n g d o m . These B u d d h i s t s , w h o bore m a l i c e t o w a r d s the 
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H i n d u s , pe rhaps t h o u g h t t h a t these new M u s l i m aggressors 

m i g h t embrace t h e i r B u d d h i s t c u l t , as d i d t h e i r forerunners , 

the Greeks under M e n a n d e r or the K u s h a n s u n d e r K a n i s h k a , 

a n d es tab l i sh a B u d d h i s t empi re over I n d i a . So t h e y wen t a n d 

greeted the A r a b i a n - M u s l i m leader , w h e n he c a p t u r e d P o r t 

D e v a l f r o m the hands o f K i n g Dahi r^* . T h e y appea l ed t o 

h i m i n some such w a y as the f o l l o w i n g : — 

3 2 6 - A . " W e have n o t h i n g to do w i t h D a h i r a n d h is 

V e d i c H i n d u c u l t . O u r re l ig ious f a i t h differs v e r y w i d e l y 

f r o m the i r s . O u r P r o p h e t , L o r d B u d d h a , has t a u g h t us 

' A h i m s a . ' ( T o t a l A b s t i n e n c e F r o m V i o l e n c e ) . W e never t a k e 

arms a n d dabble w i t h p o l i t i c a l affairs o f the s ta te . W h o e v e r 

wins a n d be the r u l e r o f the s ta te , we obey h i m i n a l l ma t t e r s 

t e m p o r a l . Y o u are n o w the v i c t o r , so n o w y o u are ou r K i n g t 

N e v e r suspect for a m o m e n t t h a t we s h a l l even en l i s t 

ourselves i n D a h i r ' s a r m e d forces o r h e l p h i m i n a n y w a y . So 

we p r a y t h a t the B u d d h i s t s s h o u l d no t be subjected t o a n y 

i n d i g n i t i e s o r t roub les a t y o u r h a n d s . " 

3 2 6 - B . C o m p l y i n g w i t h some such request o f t h e 

B u d d h i s t s w h i c h a m o u n t e d to comple te sur render , the a r c h 

d i p l o m a t K a s i m gave t h e m t e m p o r a r y assurance o f s a f e t y " . 

327 . O n r e c e i v i n g the news o f the f a l l o f P o r t D e v a l , 

K i n g D a h i r , on the o the r h a n d , m o b i l i z e d h is a r m y a n d 

t o o k the field". K a s i m , t oo , o n h i s pa r t , wen t ahead sub ju 

g a t i n g some pa r t s o f S i n d h . T h e M u s l i m - w r i t e r s o f T a r i k h s 

(reports)^*, w h o h a v e r eco rded the de t a i l s o f t h i s c a m p a i g n , 

t e s t i fy t h a t the B u d d h i s t s i n S i n d h he lped the M u s l i m s i n 

eve ry poss ib le way^ ' , w h i l e the l a t t e r m a r c h e d onwards , b y 

s h o w i n g t h e m dif f icul t passes, p r o v i d i n g t b e m w i t h foodstuff 

a n d fodder a n d s u p p l y i n g t h e m secret m i l i t a r y i n t e l l i gence . 

Some few V e d i c H i n d u s a lso were g u i l t y o f t h i s t r eachery ; 

b u t t he i r a t t empt s were i n d i v i d u a l a n d e x c e p t i o n a l . 

K I N G D A H I R D I E S F I G H T I N G O N T H E 

B A T T L E F I E L D 

328. A t las t , t he m a i n forces o f the M u s l i m s a n d the 

H i n d u s j o i n e d b a t t l e a t Brahmanabad^" . T h e H i n d u s fough t 
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fiercely. A l t h o u g h the M u s l i m s t h e n h a d no cannon , t h e y 

h a d fire-arms o f a new t y p e , w h i c h the H i n d u s d i d n o t 

possess^i. N a t u r a l l y the l a t t e r began to find themse lves 

weaker i n s t r e n g t h . M o r e o v e r the A r a b p l a t o o n s t h a t were 

i n the p a y o f D a h i r rebelled^^. W h e n the H i n d u - M u s l i m 

a r m i e s came to close quar te rs , the A r a b s i n f o r m e d h i m t h a t 

t h e y w o u l d no t fight aga ins t M o h a m m e d - B i n - K a s i m , 

s ince the l a t t e r was a M u s l i m , as t h e y themse lves were, a n d 

t h a t i t was a r e l i g i o u s c rusade aga in s t the Kaf i r s^* . W h a t 

more , t h e y even m a r c h e d o n t h e i r H i n d u mas te r h imse l f . 

T h i s ar t lessness o f the H i n d u s i n p l a c i n g comple t e f a i t h i n 

the enemy m e t the same fate, w h e n e v e r i n future a H i n d u 

K i n g e m p l o y e d M u s l i m so ld i e r s i n h i s a r m y . T h i s v e r y of ten 

caused the H i n d u s t r a t egy to t o p p l e d o w n a n d m a d e t h e i r 

ba t t l e - a r r ays ineffective**. 

329. Never the less , w i t h o u t l e t t i n g t h i s b e t r a y a l o f t h e 

A r a b p l a t o o n s cause a n y confus ion i n h i s r a n k s . K i n g D a h i r 

m o u n t e d h i s e l ephan t a n d k e p t o n fighting i n the t h i c k o f 

the fray**. B u t w h e n he h i m s e l f was k i l l e d i n t h e b a t t l e , the 

H i n d u a r m y was r o u t e d , a n d the M u s l i m s , i n h o t p u r s u i t , 

entered the city*®. 

330. H o w e v e r , the m o m e n t she r e c e i v e d the h o r r i b l e 

news o f K i n g D a h i r ' s dea th o n the ba t t l e - f i e ld , the Queen 

a n d hund reds o f o ther b r a v e H i n d u lad ies l eap t i n t o a great 

fire a n d b u r n t themselves to death* ' . I t was the l i m i t o f 

w a r l i k e s p i r i t , t he K s h a t r i y a d h a r m a ! T h e enemy's a t t e m p t s 

t o cap ture a n d moles t the Queen a n d o the r lad ies o f h i g h - r a n k 

were m o s t l y f o i l e d . 

3 3 1 . E v e n t h e n , i n the confus ion t h a t was w r o u g h t 

e v e r y w h e r e , Daheer ' s t w o daughte rs n a m e d S u r y a d e v i a n d 

P r a m i l a d e v i fe l l** i n to the hands o f the M u s l i m s w h o h a d 

d a s h e d i n t o the c i t y , k i l l i n g eve ry c a p t i v e s o l d i e r a n d 

eve ry c i t i z e n * ' . M o h a m m e d K a s i m t o o k t h e m a n d a l so 

h u n d reds o f o thers a w a y as cour tesans . T h e l o o t i n g a n d 

massacre o f the H i n d u s a n d la rge-sca le a rson i n t h e c i t y w e n t 

o n u n h i n d e r e d . B u t t h a t was the fate o f n o t o n l y one c i t y ; 

e v e r y o ther c i t y or t o w n t h a t the M u s l i m s v i s i t e d o n t h e i r 
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o n w a r d m a r c h t h r o u g h S i n d h me t w i t h the same disaster*". 

B U T W H A T W E R E T H E B U D D H I S T S D O I N G I N T H I S 

N A T I O N A L C A T A S T R O P H E ? 

332. A t the fnews o f the f a l l o f K i n g D a h i r a n d the 

v i c t o r y o f the M u s l i m s , these B u d d h i s t s began to r i n g be l l s 

i n t h e i r vihars*^ t o greet the M u s l i m conquerors , a n d p r a y e d 

i n congrega t ions for the p r o s p e r i t y o f the M u s l i m ru le rs ! 

333 . B u t w h a t t h e y thus a s k e d for as a b o o n p r o v e d 

t o be a n i nexo rab l e curse fo r t h e m . A f t e r w i n n i n g the final 

b a t t l e , when the M u s l i m s r u s h e d v i o l e n t l y , l i k e a s t o r m y 

w i n d , t h r o u g h o u t S i n d h , t h e y w e n t on behead ing these 

B u d d h i s t s even more r u t h l e s s l y t h a n t hey d i d the V e d i c 

H i n d u s * * . F o r , the V e d i c H i n d u s were fighting i n groups o r 

i n d i v i d u a l l y a t eve ry p lace a n d so t h e y s t r u c k a t leas t a 

l i t t l e awe a n d t e r r o r i n the m i n d s o f the M u s l i m s . B u t as 

there was no a rmed o p p o s i t i o n i n B u d d h i s t V i h a r s a n d 

B u d d h i s t l oca l i t i e s , the M u s l i m s cut t h e m d o w n as eas i ly as 

t h e y w o u l d cut vege tab le . O n l y those o f the B u d d h i s t s w h o 

t o o k to the M u s l i m f a i t h were spared , w h i l e a l l t h e i r v i h a r s 

t h r o u g h o u t S i n d h a n d the i nnumerab le shr ines i n t h e m were 

k n o c k e d d o w n , a n d h a m m e r e d t o pieces ; f o r the M u s l i m s 

ha ted these ' B u d d h paras t i s '—these sh r ine -worsh ippe r s . 

334. T h e v e r y w o r d , " B u d d h a p a r a s t a " , w h i c h f o u n d i t s 

w a y i n t o the I s l a m i c t ongue , is i t s e l f a c o r r u p t f o r m o f the 

o r i g i n a l S a n s k r i t w o r k o f the B u d d h i s t s , ' B u d d h a p a r a s t h a ' . 

T h e M u s l i m s began t o c a l l the sh r ine -worsh ippe r s ' B u d d h a -

pa ra sh t a ' because on t h e i r way to I n d i a t h e y first f o u n d such 

numerous shr ines nowhere b u t i n the B u d d h i s t V i h a r s . T o 

a n n i h i l a t e such sh r ine -worsh ippers was for the M u s l i m s a s o r t 

o f r e l i g i o u s commandment**. 

B U D D H I S T A H I M S A A N D M U S L I M H I M S A 

335. T h i s is now the p lace where the ques t ion t h a t we 

have d iscussed a t l e n g t h i n C h a p t e r I I (Pa ras 152 to 159) o f 

th i s book , abou t the d o w n f a l l o f B u d d h i s m i n I n d i a s h o u l d be 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y c o n c l u d e d . B y the y e a r A . D . 700, o f w h i c h 
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we are s p e a k i n g i n these pages, t h a t i s , before the M u s l i m s 

c o u l d set foot i n I n d i a t owards S i n d h , the B u d d h i s t s a l l ove r 

I n d i a were fast d i m i n i s h i n g i n n u m b e r s a n d d w i n d l i n g i n t o 

non-ex is tence as is a l r e a d y s h o w n i n p rev ious chapters . T h e 

successful t h e o r e t i c a l r e fu ta t ion o f the B u d d h i s t p h i l o s o p h y 

a n d re l ig ious tenets b y the s t a l w a r t V e d i c t heo log ians a n d 

'pandi ts '** i s n o t the o n l y cause o f the t o t a l e x t i n c t i o n o f the 

B u d d h i s t s i n I n d i a ; m a n y o ther s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l events 

a lso h a d a f a i r share i n th i s m o m e n t o u s t a sk . O f t h e m o n l y 

those w h i c h have no t r ece ived the p roper a t t e n t i o n f r o m the 

h i s t o r i a n s so far , or w h i c h have n o t been g i v e n enough 

p r o m i n e n c e w h i c h t h e y r e a l l y deserve, w i l l be c o n s p i c u o u s l y 

r e fe r red t o a t t he i r p rope r p laces i n these b r i e f c o n c l u d i n g 

r e m a r k s . 

T H E F I R S T C A U S E : T H E B U D D H I S T H I G H 

T R E A S O N 

336. W e have a l r e a d y d w e l t a t l e n g t h o n th i s c o l l e c t i v e 

h i g h t r eason o f the B u d d h i s t s i n I n d i a aga in s t t h e i r n a t i o n 

i n C h . I I P a r a s 162 t o 159 ; 182-209, a n d C h . I l l P a r a s 242-

2 4 6 o f t h i s b o o k . Because o f t h i s t reacherous m e n t a l i t y o f the 

B u d d h i s t s , the w h o l e o f the p a t r i o t i c a n d p o l i t i c a l l y 

consc ious I n d i a n p o p u l a t i o n was u p i n a rms to des t roy t h e m 

r o o t a n d b r a n c h . B e i n g c o n v i n c e d b e y o n d d o u b t b y a c t u a l 

•experience tha t these B u d d h i s t congregat ions ( B u d d h a -

sangha) were i n h e r e n t l y a n t i - n a t i o n a l and u n p a t r i o t i c , a n d 

t reacherous i n s t i t u t i o n s , the p a t r i o t i c p o l i t i c i a n s a n d t h e 

i i n g l y cour t s gave t h e m h a r d l y a n y s u p p o r t anywhere i n 

I n d i a . E s p e c i a l l y i n the n o r t h abou t the y e a r A . D . 700 as 

t h e n e w R a j p u t K i n g d o m s w h i c h were the s t a u n c h s u p p o r t 

ers o f the V e d i c r e l i g i o n , began to prosper**, the B u d d h i s t 

p o p u l a t i o n a n d the B u d d h i s t cu l t were r endered he lp less , 

s o c i a l l y b o y c o t t e d , weak a n d i n v a l i d everywhere i n I n d i a . 

T H E S E C O N D R E A S O N : f F A N A T I C B U D D H I S T 

A H I M S A 

337. J u s t as the p a t r i o t i c a n d p o l i t i c a l l y consc ious 
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p o p u l a t i o n o f I n d i a became i m p a t i e n t w i t h the B u d d h i s t c u l t , 

so was the genera l p o p u l a c e d i s g u s t e d w i t h the harassment o f 

B u d d h i s t A h i m s a . A t t i m e s — t h o u g h few a n d far between 

— w h e n the B u d d h i s t s ga ined the greatest p o l i t i c a l p o w e r o v e r 

the ma jo r p o r t i o n o f I n d i a as i n the t imes o f A s o k a a n d Sh ree 

H a r s h a , t h e y enforced the B u d d h i s t tenets o n the V e d i c 

H i n d u s b y m i s u s i n g t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t y . T h e w r i t i n g s 

o f the t imes are reple te w i t h cop ious references t o , a n d 

i l l u s t r a t i o n s of, the r e l ig ious p e r s e c u t i o n c a r r i e d o n b y t h e 

B u d d h i s t s o n those occas ions . Y e t i f passages are q u o t e d 

f rom some V e d i c books , some over - sens i t ive sou l m i g h t d o u b t 

t h e i r v e r a c i t y as t hey occu r f r o m an opponen t ' s m o u t h . 

H e n c e we are a d d u c i n g a spec imen c l ea r ly h o w v e h e m e n t l y t h e 

fo re ign a n d n o n - V e d i c h i s t o r i a n s have c r i t i c i z e d i t . V i n c e n t 

S m i t h i n h i s ' E a r l y H i s t o r y o f I n d i a ' has t h i s to s a y — 

338. " I t i s r eco rded b y con t empora ry t e s t i m o n y t h a t 

i n the seven th c e n t u r y K i n g H a r s h a , who o b v i o u s l y a i m e d at-

c o p y i n g c lose ly the i n s t i t u t i o n s o f A s o k a d i d n o t s h r i n k f r o m 

i n f l i c t i n g c a p i t a l p u n i s h m e n t w i t h o u t hope o f p a r d o n o n a n y 

person w h o d a r e d to in f r inge h i s c o m m a n d s b y s l a y i n g any-

a n i m a l o r u s i n g flesh as food i n a n y p a r t o f h i s d o m i n i o n . 

K u m a r P a l , a J a i n K i n g o f G u j r a t h , i m p o s e d savage p e n a l t i e s 

u p o n v i o l a t o r s o f h i s ( s imi la r ) ru l e s . A n u n l u c k y m e r c h a n t 

w h o h a d c o m m i t t e d the a t roc ious c r ime o f c r a c k i n g a louse 

was b r o u g h t before a spec i a l c o u r t a t A n i l h a w a d a a n d p u n i 

shed w i t h the conf iscat ion o f h is who le property'®. A n o t h e r 

w r e t c h who h a d ou t r aged the s a n c t i t y o f the c a p i t a l by-

b r i n g i n g a d i s h o f r a w mea t was p u t to d e a t h . T h e spec i a l 

c o u r t c o n s t i t u t e d b y K u m a r P a l (for t h i s purpose ) h a d 

func t ions s i m i l a r to those o f A s o k a ' s censors . A n d t h e 

w o r k i n g o f the l a t e r i n s t i t u t i o n s sheds l i g h t o n the u n r e c o r d e d 

proceedings o f the ea r l i e r o n e s ' ' . " 

T H E M A R T Y R L O U S E ! 

339. O u t o f the proceeds o b t a i n e d b y s e l l i n g t h e 

confiscated p r o p e r t y o f the offender w h o c o m m i t t e d the 

' a t roc ious c r i m e ' o f c r a c k i n g the s a i d louse was b u i l t a b ig : 
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temple '8 w o r t h lacs o f rupees a n d i t was n a m e d ' Y u k v i h a r ' — 

the t emple o f the L o u s e ! 

340. W e r e t h i s i n c i d e n t desc r ibed b y a n y o the r w r i t e r 

i t w o u l d have been as a p a r o d y o f the J a i n f a i t h . B u t i t i s 

t h e J a i n w r i t e r s ' ' themselves w h o c i te i t w i t h e v i d e n t p r i d e . 

H e n c e i t has to be t a k e n as t rue . 

341 . W h a t a p a r a d o x i c a l p r a c t i c e ! I n o rder to save a 

louse i n the h a i r o f a m a n to cu t off t h e v e r y h e a d o f t h a t 

m a n ! A n d t h i s i s c a l l e d ' A h i m s a ' ! A s i f to k i l l a m a n is no 

' H i m s a ' — v i o l e n c e ! M a n seems to h a v e no l i fe a t a l l ! I t i s 

because o f t h i s ' A h i m s a ' , more ru th less a n d more v i o l e n t t h a n 

v i o l e n c e — ' H i m s a ' — i t s e l f t h a t m i l l i o n s o f I n d i a n h u n t e r s , 

f i she rmen seamen, gamekeepers , fores ters a n d others w h o 

l i v e d b y h u n t i n g a n d fishing, los t t h e i r profess ions . 

342. W h e n these m i l l i o n s o f flesh-eaters j o i n t l y p ro tes 

t e d a n d demons t r a t ed h o w t h e y a n d t h e i r w ives a n d c h i l d r e n 

w o u l d s t a rve to d e a t h a n d h o w t h i s w o u l d s p e l l v io l ence o f 

a n e n o r m o u s l y grave na tu re K i n g K u m a r P a l o f Gujra th** 

mos t g r a c i o u s l y i ssued ano the r o rder t h a t these m i l l i o n s o f 

peop le , w h o have been c a r r y i n g o n v i o l e n t profess ions ought 

t o leave those professions themse lves . H o w e v e r as per t h e i r 

d e m a n d , the s ta te was to subs id ize t h e m f o r three years*^. 

343. B u t w h a t af ter those three years ! S t a r v a t i o n 

c o u l d n o t be c o m p l e t e l y r u l e d o u t i n the case o f these 

un fo r tuna t e m i l l i o n s . F o r flesh a n d mea t was t h e i r ch i e f f o o d 

w h i c h c o u l d be h a d a l m o s t for n o t h i n g . B u t because t h i s 

i n t o l e r a n t ' A h i m s a ' made flesh-eating pun i shab le b y d e a t h , 

t h i s c o m m o n mass o f people was an tagon ized to the B u d d h i s t 

f a i t h . These m i l l i o n s o f p e o p l e shook off i t s t y r a n n i c a l 

y o k e , a n d sought refuge i n the V e d i c r e l i g i o n , w h i c h h a d 

n o w t a k e n a n a l l - e m b r a c i n g nob le f o r m , a c c e p t i n g a r e l a 

t i v e l y cons idera te A h i m s a w h i c h a l l o w e d concessions f o r 

p a r t i c u l a r t i m e a n d p l ace a n d persons, c o n c e n t r a t i n g m a i n l y 

on h u m a n welfare** ! 
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U N T O U C H A B I L I T Y A G G R A V A T E D B Y T H E B U D D H I S T 

R E L I G I O N 

344. E v e n t o d a y n o t o n l y c o m m o n peop le a n d g o o d 

m a n y p r o p a g a n d i s t s b u t even h i s t o r i a n s seem to be l a b o u r i n g 

unde r the de lu s ion t h a t the B u d d h i s t s d i d n o t recognize the 

p r i n c i p l e o f u n t o u c h a b i l i t y , a n d t h a t no one was cons ide red 

u n t o u c h a b l e i n the B u d d h i s t regime* ' . W h a t i s l a i d d o w n i n 

someone's r e l i g ious t ex t s is beside the p o i n t . W h a t the a c t u a l 

p r ac t i ce was is the mos t p e r t i n e n t t h i n g . One u n a v o i d a b l e 

r e s u l t o f the v i o l e n t w a y i n w h i c h the B u d d h i s t s t r i e d to 

e s t ab l i sh the p r i n c i p l e of ' A h i m s a ' , a n d o f t h e i r d e c l a r i n g 

a n i m a l - h u n t i n g a n d flesh-eating p u n i s h a b l e b y d e a t h , o f 

t h e i r ove r - en thus i a s t i c a n d re lent less efforts to sea rch ou t 

s u c h offenders a n d g ive the harshes t c a p i t a l a n d o ther severe 

p u n i s h m e n t s , was tha t the p r ac t i ce o f u n t o u c h a b i l i t y i n s t e a d 

o f be ing w i p e d o u t became s t i l l more firmly roo t ed , w i d e 

spread a n d m o s t distressing**. T h e l i m i t e d space a t o u r 

d i s p o s a l p reven t s a n y fu r the r d i scuss ion o f i t i n these pages ; 

a n d o f course i t i s needless ! A n un impeachab le p r o o f can be 

f o u n d , n o t i n the V e d i c nor i n the B u d d h i s t t ex t s o f the 

t i m e s , bu t i n the accoun t o f the fore ign-Chinese t r a v e l l e r s 

w h o h a d espoused B u d d h i s m a n d w h o h a d t r a v e l l e d a l l ove r 

I n d i a . T h e y a v o w , " w h i c h e v e r caste o r c o m m u n i t y — a s for 

e x a m p l e the ' C h a n d a l s ' — d i d n o t g ive u p the v i o l e n t profes

s ions a n d d i d n o t observe A h i m s a a c c o r d i n g to the B u d d h a 

f a i t h , were b a n i s h e d f r o m the towns as un touchab le s ; t h e y 

h a d to f o r m colonies o f t h e i r o w n o u t s i d e the towns a n d c i t ies 

l i k e those o f the lepers . I f a t a l l t h e y h a d an o c c a s i o n a n d 

were p e r m i t t e d t o come to the t o w n o n some m a r k e t - d a y 

these un touchables h a d to c a r r y i n one h a n d a s t i ck , t o the 

e n d of w h i c h was t i e d a c h i l d ' s r a t t l e o r a s m a l l d r u m w h i c h 

t h e y h a d to bea t w h i l e g o i n g a l o n g the r o a d so t h a t the 

people i n the streets m i g h t see t h e m a n d a v o i d e v e r y p o s s i b l e 

c o n t a c t w i t h them**." 

345. Those , who i g n o r a n t l y o r m a l i c i o u s l y b l ame the 

Peshwas*® for the e v i l t r e a tmen t g i v e n to the un touchab le s 

w h e n t h e y entered the t o w n , s h o u l d also c r i t i c i z e , e q u a l l y 
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v e h e m e n t l y a n d for t h e same offence A s o k a , Shree H a r s h a 

a n d B u d d h i s t k i n g s , a n d a l l the K s h a t r i y a k i n g s r i g h t f r o m 

V i k r a m a d i t y a to the R a j p u t ru le r s , w h e n t h e y see t h i s 

ev idence . F o r t h i s e v i l t r a d i t i o n o f u n t o u c h a b i l i t y was n o t 

begun b y the Peshwas for the first t i m e b u t i t h a d been p re 

v a l e n t even s ince the V e d i c , the B u d d h i s t a n d the J a i n 

regimes; a n d i n the B u d d h i s t p e r i o d e s p e c i a l l y i n s t e a d o f 

b e i n g w e a k e n e d i t was m o s t s c r u p u l o u s l y a n d m e r c i l e s s l y 

o b s e r v e d . E v e n the un touchab les themselves t rea ted those 

b e l o w t h e i r o w n r a n k s as e q u a l l y o r even more u n t o u c h a b l e . 

Those o f t h e un touc h a b l e s w h o are s t i l l u n d e r the d e l u s i o n , 

t h a t the B u d d h i s t s gave no qua r t e r to u n t o u c h a b i l i t y a n d 

so e x t o l t h a t sect, s h o u l d do w e l l t o remember t h a t t h e 

C h a n d a l s , the M a h a r s a n d o ther un touchab le s were f a r m o r e 

m i s e r a b l e u n d e r the v i o l e n t l y n o n - v i o l e n t B u d d h i s t s t h a n 

unde r the V e d i c peop le w h o accep ted the p r i n c i p l e o f A h i m s a 

w i t h i t s l i m i t a t i o n s . T h e B u d d h i s t s , once a ga in I s h o u l d 

l i k e to repeat , a g g r a v a t e d a n d n o t m i t i g a t e d ' U n t o u c h 

a b i l i t y . ' T h e y s h o u l d examine the v a l i d i t y o f t h i s s t a t e m e n t 

i n the l i g h t o f the u n d i s p u t e d ev idence c i t e d here a n d t h e n 

a lone s h o u l d t h e y choose w h a t e v e r is benef ic ia l to t h e m . 

346. T h e y s h o u l d r emember t h a t fo r the above reason 

the un touchab le s l i k e the C h a n d a l s a n d others prefer red t h e 

V e d i c regimes , as more congen i a l , to the u n r e l e n t i n g a n d 

u n c o m p r o m i s i n g B u d d h i s t ones, a n d those thousands o f t h e m 

w h o i n the pas t h a d v o l u n t a r i l y (or he lp l e s s ly a n d unde r 

pressure) embraced B u d d h i s m , n o w renounced i t a n d dec la red 

t h e i r a l legience to the V e d i c r e l i g i o n . T h u s even before t h e 

M u s l i m s set foot i n S i n d h , fo l lowers o f the B u d d h a h a d begun 

to d i m i n i s h i n numbers b y m i l l i o n s t h r o u g h o u t a l l r a n k s o f 

soc ie ty , r i g h t f r om the h ighes t to the lowest , a n d because o f i t s 

i nhe ren t weakness B u d d h i s m h a d d e c l i n e d to such an ex t en t 

t h a t the Chinese B u d d h i s t t r ave l l e r s , w h o h a d seen i t s s ad 

p l i g h t w i t h t he i r o w n eyes, h a d been m o v e d to w r i t e t ha t t h e 

h o l y a n d once prosperous places l i k e B u d d h a G a y a , M r i g a d a v a 

S h r a v a s t i , K u s h i n a g a r , a n d the b i r t h p lace o f L o r d B u d d h a 

K a p i l v a t s u , w h i c h h a d been sanc t i f i ed b y t h e a c t u a l r e s i -
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dence o f the L o r d a n d w h i c h h a d been the p l ace o f p i l i g r i -

mage fo r the w o r l d - w i d e B u d d h i s t f o l l ower s , h a d been s a d l y 

rendered desola te a n d were o v e r g r o w n w i t h w i l d a n d t h i c k 

forests*' . 

347 . Neve r the l e s s , t h i s m o r i b u n d B u d d h i s m was n o t 

a l t o g e t h e r w i p e d o u t o f I n d i a , before the a d v e n t o f the 

M u s l i m s . T h e B u d d h i s t s were more numerous i n the n o r t h 

wes te rn f ron t i e r states l i k e S i n d h a n d K a m b o j a n d even i n 

B e n g a l i n the east t h a n i n the rest o f I n d i a * ' . I t i s s a i d t h a t 

the m o d e r n s ta te o f B i h a r de r ives i t s name f r o m the fac t 

t h a t there once e x i s t e d far too m a n y B u d d h i s t V i h a r a s , 

s toopas a n d o the r ' B u d d h a p a r a s t h a s ' * ' . S i n c e tbe V e d i c 

s ta tes were p rosperous eve rywhe re , t h i s B u d d h i s t sect h a d 

no guts to c a r r y o n i t s t r a i t o r o u s a c t i v i t i e s or to enforce i t s 

re l ig ious r i t e s a n d f a i t h o n n o n - B u d d h i s t s , whe the r i t h a d 

the w i l l to do so or n o t . A n d so l o n g as t h e y f o l l o w e d t h e i r 

r e l ig ious f a i t h h a r m l e s s l y t hey , t h e i r o rgan i sa t ions , t h e i r 

i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d t h e i r v i h a r a s were never i n t e r f e red w i t h i n 

a n y w a y b y the V e d i c k i n g s . T h a t t h e y en joyed comple te 

r e l ig ious f r eedom is a d m i t t e d b y the Chinese t r ave l l e r s open-

heartedly*". 

348. W h a t t h e n made these m i l l i o n s o f B u d d h i s t s , l i v i n g 

i n the v a r i o u s s tates o f I n d i a before the M u s l i m o n r u s h , 

d w i n d l e i n t o non-exis tence thereaf ter ? 

349. Some t i m e ago h i s t o r i a n s , a n d e spec ia l ly wes te rn 

h i s to r i ans , h a d a p r e s u m p t i o n t h a t some t ime i n the pas t o r 

a t f requent i n t e r v a l s , the V e d i c ru le r s m u s t h a v e massacred 

these B u d d h i s t s a n d d e s t r o y e d t h e m r o o t a n d b r a n c h , o r 

r e c o n v e r t e d t h e m to H i n d u i s m f o r c i b l y . I n o rde r to find 

some credence to t h i s t h e o r y o f the i r s , t h e y e x a m i n e d the 

h i s t o r i c a l records o f the t imes m o s t s c r u p u l o u s l y b u t even 

af ter t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n a few t r i f l i n g excep t ions t hey 

c o u l d find no p r o o f to e s t ab l i sh a n y de l ibera te , p r e - p l a n n e d , 

o r sy s t ema t i c a t t e m p t on the p a r t o f the V e d i c ru le r s to 

a n n i h i l a t e the B u d d h i s t s c o m p l e t e l y . 

3 4 9 - A . A t l a s t the more consc ien t ious o f these h i s t o r i a n s 

declared*! , hones t l y t h a t t h i s p r e s u m p t i o n of the i r s was 
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t o t a l l y u n f o u n d e d a n d the v e r y i d e a o f f o r c i b l e e x t i n c t i o n 

o f t h e B u d d h i s t s a t the hands o f the V e d i c people w a s 

b a s i c a l l y w r o n g . 

360 . W h o t h e n was respons ib le for th i s t o t a l o u s t i n g 

o f the B u d d h i s t f a i t h f r o m I n d i a ? T h e h i s t o r i a n s , f o re ign as 

w e l l as n a t i v e , do n o t seem to have f o u n d a n answer to t h i s 

p ress ing ques t ion , or t hey h a v e a t least , p re fe r red t o be s i l en t 

o n th i s p o i n t . 

351 . T H E T H I R D C A U S E — C O N F R O N T A T I O N W I T H 

M U S L I M S . 

3 5 1 - A . W e have a l r e a d y br ie f ly desc r ibed i n the forego

i n g pages h o w , i n sp i t e o f t h e i r t r a i t o r o u s s o l i c i t a t i o n s o f the 

M u s l i m s , these ' B u d d h a p r a s t h e e s ' — t h e i d o l w o r s h i p p i n g 

B u d d h i s t s who p reached ex t r eme non-violence , -were v i o l e n t l y 

e x t e r m i n a t e d f r o m Sindh** b y the M u s l i m aggressors u n d e r 

K a s i m , o w i n g t o t he i r inna te h a t r e d fo r t h a t sect . F o r t h e 

same reason, a n d i n the v e r y same manne r t h e M u s l i m s w e n t 

o n l i q u i d a t i n g the B u d d h i s t pocke t s o f inf luence, as t h e y 

a d v a n c e d c o n q u e r i n g p r o v i n c e after p r o v i n c e i n I n d i a . W i t h 

a s w o r d i n one h a n d a n d the K o r a n i n the o ther , e v e r y M u s l i m 

m i l i t a r y ch i e f b r o k e d o w n , d e m o l i s h e d a n d r a i s e d to the g r o u n d 

the B u d d h i s t ' s toopas ' , ' Sangha rams ' , ' V i h a r a s ' , the i d o l s o f 

B u d d h a , p i l l a r s , e v e r y t h i n g be long ing to o r r e l a t i n g t o the 

B u d d h i s t s * ' . A s mos t o f the B u d d h i s t s showed, t h r o u g h 

fear o f d e a t h , w i l l i n g n e s s to embrace I s lam, t h e y were a l l 

c o n v e r t e d . N o t a s ingle B u d d h i s t r ema ined a l i v e i n the 

no r th -wes t e rn p r o v i n c e s l i k e G a n d h a r , K a m b o j a n d others ; 

eve ryone became a M u s l i m or was s i l enced b y the v i c t o r ' s 

s w o r d . O n seeing B a k h t y a r K h i l j e e m a r c h o n B i h a r seve ra l 

B u d d h i s t s t o o k t h e i r r e l i g ious b o o k s a n d fled to T i b e t a n d 

China**. T h e rest were p o l l u t e d a n d t a k e n ove r i n t o the 

M u s l i m f o l d . Some m i g h t have p re fe r red t o d i e r a the r to be 

M u s l i m s b u t no one fough t for l i fe a n d r e l i g i o n ! N o w h e r e can 

one find e v i d e n c e t o s a y t h a t some I n d i a n B u d d h i s t a r m y or 

some B u d d h i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n fough t w i t h the M u s l i m i nvade r s 

a n y b a t t l e w o r t h the name ! 



144 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY 

M A J O R I T Y O F M U S L I M S IN E A S T B E N G A L 

E X P L A I N E D 

352. T h e same is the ease w i t h E a s t B e n g a l where the 

m a j o r i t y o f the p o p u l a t i o n was B u d d h i s t . W i t h some 

h o n o u r a b l e excep t ions , the B u d d h i s t s there t o o k to I s l a m en 

masse . I n D e l h i , where the M u s l i m S u l t a n s a n d E m p e r o r s 

r u l e d fo r over five h u n d r e d years , the V e d i c H i n d u s have a l l 

a l ong been i n a c lear m a j o r i t y . T h e w h o l e o f the U t t a r 

P r a d e s h — t h e n o r t h e r n I n d i a — r i g h t u p t o W e s t B e n g a l — 

whe the r unde r the M u s l i m a d m i n i s t r a t i o n or the B r i t i s h o r 

the present one—the V e d i c H i n d u s have a l l a l ong m a i n t a i n e d 

t h e i r n u m e r i c a l s u p e r i o r i t y . F o r , even w h e n the M u s l i m s 

first came conque r ing , the B u d d h i s t s i n these p rov inces were 

c o n s p i c u o u s l y few i n numbe r . I t is o n l y i n E a s t B e n g a l t h a t 

the H i n d u s f e l l i n t o m i n o r i t y . H o w ? Q u i t e o b v i o u s l y ! 

T h i s p r o v i n c e h a d n u m e r i c a l l y more B u d d h i s t s t h a n the 

H i n d u s a n d those numerous B u d d h i s t s became M u s l i m s ! I t i s 

n a t u r a l , therefore, t h a t t h i s p r o v i n c e a lone s h o u l d become, 

s ince then , a M u s l i m - m a j o r i t y province**. 

353. T h u s i t i s t h a t the s o c i a l e x t i n c t i o n o f t h e 

B u d d h i s t s i n I n d i a , w h i c h came to pass a l l o f a sudden , was 

the i n e v i t a b l e effect o f the a r m e d a n d ru th less m i g h t o f the 

M u s l i m conquerors . T h e re lent less a n d u n c o m p r o m i s i n g 

B u d d h i s t A h i m s a was done to d e a t h b y the e q u a l l y re lent less 

a n d b i g o t t e d M u s l i m v io l ence ! 

354 . B u t w h a t h a p p e n e d to the B u d d h i s t c u l t a n d 

L o r d B u d d b a h i m s e l f i n I n d i a i n the end ? J u s t as a s t r e a m 

separa ted f r o m the R i v e r B h a g i r a t h i s h o u l d flow separa te ly 

some mi les a w a y a n d once a g a i n s h o u l d l eap as a t r i b u t o r y 

i n t o the same B h a g i r a t h i , the B u d d h i s t c u l t b o r n o u t o f the 

V e d i c H i n d u i s m merged i n the e n d i n the same H i n d u 

r e l i g i o n ; a n d L o r d B u d d h a h i m s e l f was e s t ab l i shed as the 

t e n t h o f the G o d l y A v a t a r s a n d was H i n d u i z e d , 

T H E N E G L E C T E D 300-YEARS O F H I N D U V A L O U R 

355-356. I n mos t o f the ' H i s t o r i e s o f I n d i a ' , b y fo re ign 

as w e l l as b y o u r own w r i t e r s , a n d e s p e c i a l l y i n the t e x t -
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b o o k s o f h i s t o r y f o r I n d i a n schools the l a t e r M u s l i m i n v a s i o n s 

o f I n d i a f o l l o w so t h i c k l y the one o f S i n d h i n A . D . 711 b y 

M o h a m m e d K a s i m , a n d t h e accounts o f the sub juga t ion o f 

p r o v i n c e a f te r p r o v i n c e o f I n d i a are n a r r a t e d so h a s t i l y , as i n 

one brea th , a n d the w h o l e a c c o u n t i s so c u r s o r i l y g i v e n i n a 

l i m i t e d space o f 20 or 25 pages t h a t a c o m m o n reader o r a 

s m a l l p u p i l i s q u i t e l i k e l y t o t h i n k t h a t the H i n d u s offered 

p r a c t i c a l l y no res i s t ance w o r t h the name, t h a t the M u s l i m s 

were never h a l t e d i n t h e i r a d v a n c e . A f t e r the conques t o f 

S i n d h , the M u s l i m v i c t o r s m o u n t e d , as i t were , a m a g i c ho r se 

a n d wen t on c o n q u e r i n g the w h o l e o f I n d i a a n d neve r , t i l l 

t h e y reached K a n y a k u m a r i , d i d t h e y a l i g h t f r o m i t . T h i s i s 

o b v i o u s l y c h i l d i s h ! 

T H E I N T E R V E N I N G P E R I O D 

357 . T o a v o i d t h i s m i s c o n c e p t i o n a n d to n u l l i f y t h e 

in jus t i ce done to the H i n d u n a t i o n , a t rue h i s t o r i a n , whose 

a v o w e d d u t y is to t e l l t he t r u t h , the w h o l e t r u t h a n d n o t h i n g 

b u t the t r u t h , s h o u l d e f fec t ive ly a n d p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y desc r ibe 

the i n t e r v a l s be tween a n y t w o M u s l i m i n v a s i o n s a n d t h e 

he ro i c res is tance , successful o r o therwise , offered b y t h e 

H i n d u s . A f t e r t h e f a l l o f S i n d h i n A . D . 711 H i n d u K i n g s 

mos t effect ively c h e c k e d the M u s l i m advance ou t s ide S i n d h 

for more or less 300 yea r s . B u t t h i s H i n d u h e r o i s m q u i t e 

e a s i l y escapes the no t i ce o f the c o m m o n reader , because i n 

a l m o s t a l l the t ex t -books o f I n d i a n H i s t o r y i t i s n o t so 

i m p r e s s i v e l y m e n t i o n e d . 

358 . I t i s because we u t t e r the words ' three h u n d r e d 

y e a r s ' or three cen tu r i e s w i t h i n three seconds, t h a t t h e 

enormous l eng th o f t h i s i n t e r v e n i n g p e r i o d q u i t e escapes 

ou r no t i ce , unless we are express ly t o l d abou t i t . W e s h o u l d 

therefore measure the p e r i o d i n ques t ion , b y genera t ions 

o f peop le . F i v e genera t ions m a k e up 300 years ! T h e 

B r i t i s h ru le ove r I n d i a , fo r ins tance seems too l e n g t h y to the 

present gene ra t ion . B u t m e a s u r e d i n centur ies i t l a s t e d o n l y 

fo r one a n d a ha l f . C o m p a r e d w i t h i t , the H i n d u v a l o u r i n 

a r r e s t i ng the M u s l i m o n s l a u g h t w i t h i n the confines o f S i n d h 
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f o r m o r e o r less 300 yea r s assumes a greater h i s t o r i c a l 

s ign i f icance . T h e same ho lds g o o d w i t h r ega rd t o the o the r 

i n t e r v e n i n g periods* 

359» One canno t say j u s t i f i a b l y t h a t the M u s l i m v i g o u r 

o r t h e i r a m b i t i o n to conque r the w o r l d was o n the w a n e . 

O n the con t r a ry , these b o t h were a t t he i r f u l l h e i g h t d u r i n g 

t h i s p e r i o d . D u r i n g t h i s v e r y p e r i o d o f th ree h u n d r e d y e a r s 

these v e r y A r a b s h a d o v e r r u n a n d v a n q u i s h e d n a t i o n af ter 

nation*® r i g h t f rom B a g h d a d to the M e d i t e r r a n e a n sea a n d 

thence a long the n o r t h A f r i c a n coast s t r a i g h t t o G i b r a i t e r , 

whence t h e y subjugated P o r t u g a l a n d S p a i n a n d k n o c k e d a t 

the gates o f s o u t h e r n P r a n c e . T h e n a m e G i b r a i t e r i t s e l f 

test if ies to the u n r i v a l l e d M u s l i m conquest o f t h e wes t . J o b -

a l - T a r i k , w h i c h means the s t r a i t s conque red b y the M u s l i m 

C o m m a n d e r T a r i k , i s tbe r o o t o f the m o d e r n c o r r u p t f o r m 

' G i b r a i t e r ' " . 

3 5 9 - A . A t l a s t i n A . D . 732 the v a l i a n t K i n g o f F r a n c e , 

Char l e s M a r t e l , gave a m o r t a l b l o w to the M u s l i m aggress ion 

a n d r e p e l l e d t h e m fo r ever* ' . I t is t h i s m o n u m e n t a l t r i u m p h 

o f Char les M a r t e l t h a t s a v e d the w h o l e o f E u r o p e ! I n t he i r 

t r i u m p h a n t m a r c h the M u s l i m s n o t o n l y s u b d u e d t h e 

k i n g d o m s i n W e s t e r n A s i a a n d N o r t h e r n A f r i c a p o l i t i c a l l y , 

bu t w i t h the sha rp edge o f t h e i r s w o r d t h e y a lso fo rced t h e m 

a l l to embrace I s l a m * ' . E v e n P o r t u g a l a n d S p a i n were 

f o r c i b l y c o n v e r t e d t o I s l a m i c f a i t h . T h e i r womenfo lk , too , 

were a b d u c t e d a n d v i o l e n t l y defiled®'. B u t b o t h these 

na t i ons freed themselves f r o m t h e M u s l i m y o k e some centur ies 

a f t e rwa rds . H o w t h e y d i d so, w i l l be d e s c r i b e d a l i t t l e l a t e r . 

S t i l l the fact r ema ins t h a t the na t i ons o n the n o r t h coast o f 

A f r i c a are even t o d a y M u s l i m s . 

360. W e l l , i t i s n o t t h a t d u r i n g the yea r s A . D . 700 to 

1000 the M u s l i m s d i d n o t t r y to m a r c h o u t o f S i n d h a n d 

a t t a c k the n e i g h b o u r i n g H i n d u Sta tes , w i t h the same d e v i l i s h 

b i g o t r y . T h e y d i d t r y to force themselves o n t h r o u g h 

S o u r a s h t r a a n d G a n d h a r m a n y t imes '^ . B u t eve ry t i m e t h e y 

were r o u t e d b y the H i n d u s . 

361. A t tha t t i m e f r o m the eastern b o u n d a r y o f S i n d h 
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t o the n o r t h e r n mos t b o u n d a r y o f n o r t h I n d i a there was a n 

u n b r o k e n c h a i n o f v a l i a n t R a j p u t R a j a s w h i c h , l i k e a m o u n 

t a i n range , v e r y d i f f icu l t , t h o u g h no t qu i t e i m p o s s i b l e t o 

cross, kep ts o n r e s i s t i n g s t o u t l y the M u s l i m onslaught**. 

•Consequently, i n S o u r a s h t r a a n d i n the nor th -wes t p rov inces 

the a t t a c k i n g Mus l ina a rmies were p u t to r o u t aga in a n d aga in 

b y the s t aunch res is tance o f the Hindus®*. O n the o ther h a n d 

t h e m i g h t y B a p p a R a v a l o f C h i t t e d once a t t a c k e d S i n d h a n d 

af ter d r i v i n g the M u s l i m s c lean out , annexed i t to h i s o w n 

K i n g d o m * * . T h e A r a b s d i d , no doub t , cap ture i t once a g a i n , 

b u t u l t i m a t e l y the S u m r a R a j p u t s firmly e s t ab l i shed t h e i r 

r u l e over Sindh**. 

362, I f the f ana t i c A r a b s c o u l d t r a m p l e under the horses ' 

hoofs the who le n o r t h e r n coast o f A f r i c a and two ma jo r 

na t ions o f E u r o p e , w h y c o u l d t h e y n o t force t h e i r w a y o u t o f 

S i n d h ? T h u s p u t i n sha rp con t ras t w i t h c o n t e m p o r a r y h i s t o r y 

o f the west , the h e r o i s m o f the H i n d u s shines ou t a l l the 

m o r e c l e a r l y a n d brightly®*. 

363. W h y c o u l d n ' t ano ther C h a n d r a g u p t a M a u r y a o r a 

V i k r a m a d i t y a , channe l ou t the who le o f the I n d i a n m i g h t 

a n d d r i v e the A r a b i a n M u s l i m s b a c k r i g h t i n t o the hea r t o f 

A r a b i a i s a fact w h i c h d i s tu rbs us no t a l i t t l e . 



C H A P T E R V n 

T H E P E C U L I A R N A T U R E O F T H E M U S L I M 
A T R O C I T I E S [ S U L T A N S O F G H A Z A N I ] 

364. D u r i n g the l o n g p e r i o d o f n e a r l y three h u n d r e d 
years i n w h i c h the A r a b menace was b e i n g success fu l ly 
h e m m e d i n S i n d h , a n d was finally o v e r t h r o w n b y the S u m r a 
R a j p u t s , different M u s l i m t r ibes were b u s y f o u n d i n g a s t r o n g 
M u s l i m power i n G h a z a n i f u r t he r n o r t h o f Gandhar^ . A 
S u l t a n o f G h a z a n i , S a b a k h t a g e e n , was now p r e p a r i n g h i m s e l f 
f u l l y t o a t t a c k h is c o n t e m p o r a r y B r a h m i n k i n g , J a i p a l , 
whose forefathers h a d a l l a l o n g been r u l i n g the w h o l e o f 
P u n j a b and G a n d h a r r i g h t u p to the H i n d u k u s h ever s ince 
the r o u t o f the Huns* . 

366. S h r e w d l y a n t i c i p a t i n g t h e p l a n o f S a b a k h t a g e e n 
to i n v a d e I n d i a J a i p a l h i m s e l f a t t a c k e d G a z a n i * , b u t 
un fo r tuna t e ly he was r e p e l l e d . E n c o u r a g e d b y t h i s success 
S a b a k h t a g e e n b o l d l y fe l l u p o n J a i p a l , a few years a f t e rwards , 
w i t h a l a rge army*. I n o rde r to meet t h i s fierce aggress ion 
more d e t e r m i n e d l y . K i n g J a i p a l f o r m e d a p o w e r f u l a l l i a n c e *. 
w i t h the n e i g h b o u r i n g H i n d u p r inces , b u t he was a g a i n 
defeated a n d the w h o l e r eg ion b e y o n d the I n d u s r i v e r , i n c l u 
d i n g G a n d h a r , was los t t o the M u s l i m invader* . S o o n af ter
w a r d s S u l t a n Sabakh tageen d i e d a n d was succeeded b y h i s 
son , M o h a m m e d , a h u n d r e d t imes m o r e f a n a t i c a l and fa r 
c rue l l e r t han h is fa ther a n d a n a rch -enemy o f the H i n d u s . 
T h i s was the same M a h m u d o f G h a z n i who s t y l e d h i m s e l f 
' B u t s h i k a n ' , t he I d o l - b r a k e r or ' I c o n o c l a s t ' ' . A t h i s accession 
to the th rone o f G h a z n i , he h a d v o w e d i n the presence o f the 
h ighes t r e l i g ious a n d t e m p o r a l M u s l i m a u t h o r i t y , the G r a n d 
K h a l i p h a , t h a t he w o u l d w i p e o u t t h e K a f i r H i n d u s f rom 
India*; a n d i n o rder t o keep h i s w o r d he soon began a series 
o f exped i t i ons b e y o n d the I n d u s . 
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366 . I t i s f r o m n o w onwards— i . e . abou t A . D . 1000— 

t h a t the r e a l l y g rea t wars be tween the H i n d u s a n d the 

M u s l i m s were to be fought for centur ies together . 

367. If, the M u s l i m so ld ie rs h a d g a i n e d great confidence, 

h a v i n g t w i c e defeated the H i n d u forces under J a i p a l , K i n g 

J a i p a l a n d h i s so ld ie r s , w i t h o u t b e i n g d i shea r t ened a n d 

d o w n c a s t even after suffering t w o defeats, speeded u p t h e i r 

p r e p a r a t i o n s fo r a s t i l l more d e t e r m i n e d s t a n d aga ins t the 

M u s l i m s . B u t for tune once a g a i n f rowned u p o n the H i n d u 

K i n g ; a n d w h e n , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a l l h is v a l o u r a n d a l l h i s 

efforts to save h i s r e l i g i o n a n d h i s n a t i o n , he was a g a i n 

de f ea t ad i n 1001 b y M a h m u d o f G h a z n i , J a i p a l p re fe r red 

e n t r u s t i n g the K i n g d o n t o h is son , A n a n g p a l , a n d b u r n i n g 

h i m s e l f to dea th i n a great p y r e to a d i sg race fu l l i fe a n d a 

meek sur render to the enemy*. 

368. K i n g A n a n g p a l , t o o , c a r r i e d o n h i s fa ther ' s a rduous 

t a s k of s t a u n c h l y o p p o s i n g the M u s l i m aggress ion . I n A . D . 

1006 M a h m u d d e m a n d e d passage t h r o u g h A n a n g p a l ' s 

t e r r i r t o y i n o rde r to i n v a d e M u l t a n ; b u t A n a n g p a l refused to 

g ive any!" , w h e r e u p o n the M u s l i m aggressor m a r c h e d o n 

A n a n g p a l a n d defeated h i m . A n a n g p a l h a d t o r e t r ea t a n d 

when M a h m u d wen t a h e a d to M u l t a n A n a n g p a l a g a i n 

o r g a n i z e d a u n i t e d H i n d u s t a n d for p r o t e c t i n g the H i n d u 

r e l i g i o n . Once aga in tbe H i n d u - M u s l i m armies me t i n the 

v i c i n i t y o f the I n d u s , i n A . D . 1 0 0 8 " , w h e n the H i n d u s 

fought so f u r i o u s l y t h a t i n the a f te rnoon the M u s l i m 

f o r m a t i o n was b r o k e n t h r o u g h a n d there was confus ion 

i n the M u s l i m r a n k s . E v e n S u l t a n M a h m u d h a d p r e p a r e d 

t o l eave the b a t t l e f i e l d to m a k e a retreat^*, w h e n a l l o f a 

s u d d e n A n a n g p a l ' s e l ephan t , scared b y the shower o f b u r n i n g 

arrows^*, t u r n e d r o u n d a n d s t a r t e d r u n n i n g a m u c k . T h i s 

was the mos t un fo r tuna t e t h i n g w h i c h h a d v e r y of ten 

b r o u g h t abou t the H i n d u co l l apse , b u t no sufficient p r e c a u t i o n 

was ever t a k e n to p r even t i t . A grea t h a v o c was w r o u g h t 

b y t h i s r e t r e a t i n g e l ephan t a m o n g the H i n d u r a n k s . 

M a h m u d was q u i c k enough to seize o f the o p p o r t u n i t y o f th i s 

d e c i s i v e t u r n o f the ba t t l e a n d r e o r g a n i z i n g the choices t o f 
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his s ca t t e r ed so ld ie r s he once a g a i n f e l l u p o n the b e w i l d e r e d 

H i n d u a r m y a n d i n a d e a d l y s t ruggle defeated i t . B u t the 

M u s l i m Prmy was no less wors t ed ; so insbead o f p u r s u i n g 

A n a n g p a l , M a h m u d sa t is f ied h i m s e l f w i t h the success h e go t 

a n d r e t u r n e d t o G h a z n i . B u t as i t became qu i t e c lear to h i m 

t h a t unless a n d u n t i l A n a n g p a l was h u m b l e d comple t e ly no-

M u s l i m power cou ld be e s t ab l i shed i n the P u n j a b , he assa i l ed 

the l a t t e r for the t h i r d time^*. T h i s t i m e u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

A n a n g p a l h a d n o b o d y to he lp h i m . Y e t he w e n t to w a r 

w i t h the r e m n a n t o f h is l o y a l a r m y a n d as a b r a v e K i n g 

t h a t he was, he d i e d i n the t h i c k o f the f r ay . 

369. T h u s K i n g J a i p a l a n d h i s son A n a n g p a l a n d 

thousands o f t h e i r b rave so ld ie rs b o l d l y faced , a n d f o u g h t 

aga ins t the e a r l y ferocious M u s l i m ons laugh t s i n the P u n j a b 

a n d l a i d d o w n t h e i r l ives fo r the p r o t e c t i o n o f the H i n d u 

s ta te a n d the H i n d u R e l i g i o n . T h e y d i d t h e i r sacred d u t y 

o f a r r e s t ing the enemy t h r u s t . 

370. S o o n after the d e a t h o f A n a n g p a l M a h m u d annexed 

the P u n j a b to h i s k i n g d o m o f Ghazni^* as he h a d f o r m e r l y 

done w i t h the no r th -wes t f ron t i e r p r o v i n c e . S u l t a n M a h m u d 

t h e n m a r c h e d on T h a n e s h w a r a n d M a t h u r a , t h e m o s t 

r e n o w n e d o f the h o l y p laces o f the H i n d u s ; a n d a f te r 

d e m o l i s h i n g a n d b u r n i n g as m a n y of the H i n d u temples , a n d 

k i l l i n g as m a n y o f the H i n d u ma le p o p u l a t i o n as poss ib le a n d 

v i o l a t i n g the c h a s t i t y o f hundreds o f H i n d u w o m e n a n d 

a b d u c t i n g them^®, M a h i n u d l i k e a ferocious w o l f r e t u r n e d t o 

his d e n , G h a z n i ! H e also t o o k w i t h h i m immeasu rab l e b o o t y 

o f g o l d a n d j e w e l l e r y " . I n A . D . 1019 he p o u n c e d o n t h e 

P r a t i h a r i c a p i t a l o f K a n o u j a n d des t royed i t i n the same 

b r u t a l fash ion^ ' . T h e r e su l t was t h a t the s u r r o u n d i n g H i n d u 

p o p u l a t i o n t o o k such a fear fu l f r i g h t for h i m t h a t w h e n i n 

A . D . 1023 he once aga in p a i d h i s s in i s t e r v i s i t to G w a l i o r 

a n d K a l i n j a r , the p r inces there he lp l e s s ly a n d m e e k l y 

accep ted his o v e r l o r d s h i p " . 

HIS D A S H O N S O M N A T H 

371 . N e x t , w h e n i n A . D . 1 0 2 6 , S u l t a n M a h m u d assai led . 
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the f amous t e m p l e o f S o m n a t h i n S o u r a s h t r a , he d i d i t w i t h 

s u c h a huge army*" a n d w i t h such t e r r i b l e vows a n d declaran 

t i o n s t h a t R a j a B h e e m o f S o u r a s h t r a a n d G u j r a t h fled away*^ 

l e a v i n g the k i n g d o m exposed to e v e r y sor t o f h u m i l i a t i o n 

a n d d e s t r u c t i o n a t the hands o f t h i s a p p a l l i n g enemy, t a i n t i n g 

h is o w n n a m e o f B h e e m w i t h eve r l a s t ing shame. N a t u r a l l y 

the H i n d u s h a d no a r m y lef t , suf f ic ient ly w e l l - e q u i p p e d a n d 

w e l l - o r g a n i z e d to face t h i s f o r m i d a b l e M u s l i m assau l t . 

Neve r the l e s s even a t t h i s c r i t i c a l t i m e the p r i es t s o f the 

T e m p l e o f S o m n a t h offered t o shou lder the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f 

p r o t e c t i n g the sac red t emple as best as t h e y c o u l d . T h e y 

c a l l e d u p o n the s u r r o u n d i n g H i n d u p o p u l a t i o n t o r u n t o 

t h e i r a i d i n the sacred cause o f de fend ing the t emp le a n d 

t h e i r r e l i g i o n , a n d thousands o f H i n d u s f r o m far off regions 

a l so , answered t h e i r c a l l a n d r a n to the rescue o f tbe T e m p l e 

o f S o m n a t h . T h e b a t t l e was t o be fought n o t for a n y ru l e r o r 

k i n g ; no H i n d u s o l d i e r was to i n d i v i d u a l l y p ro f i t b y i t . I t 

was a c rusade , pure a n d s imple ! M o r e o v e r these thousands o f 

H i n d u so ld ie r s were no t a t r a i n e d a n d w e l l f o r m e d a r m y . I t 

was a c o n g l o m e r a t i o n o f H i n d u crusaders t h a t was co l l ec t ed 

a t the e l e v e n t h h o u r . E v e n t h e n t h e y fough t f e roc ious ly a n d 

despe ra t e ly for tbe sac red cause w i t h o u t i n t e r m i s s i o n o r 

r e l a x a t i o n , b y d a y a n d even b y n i g h t , w i t h the w e l l - o r g a n i z e d 

a n d s t a l w a r t M u s l i m sold iers ! W h i l e the M u s l i m a r m y c l i m b e d 

r i g h t u p t o the r a m p a r t s a n d ba r r i cades ove r the h i g h w a l l s 

of the t emple a n d even after i t fo rced i t s e l f i n t o t h e v e r y 

t e m p l e , the toughes t o f H i n d u res is tance con t i nued u n m i t i 

gated**. M u s l i m b l o o d , t o o , was shed profusely**. N o t before 

d i d S u l t a n M a h m u d comple t e ly p u t d o w n a l l resistence, c o u l d 

he ever force h i s w a y r i g h t i n t o the i nne rmos t chamber o f 

the t e m p l e a n d break the i d o l o f S o m n a t h w i t h h i s o w n 

hands**. I n o r d e r to ce lebra te t h i s f a n a t i c a l ac t he t o o k f o r 

h i m s e l f the t i t l e , ' B u t s h i k a n ' — I c o n o c l a s t * * ! 

M A R T Y R D O M O F F I F T Y T H O U S A N D B R A V E 

H I N D U S O L D I E R S 

372. E v e n M u s l i m historians** w r i t e t h a t a t leas t fifty 
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t h o u s a n d H i n d u s fe l l fighting i n the defence o f t h e i r t e m p l e . 

H a d someone o f these fifty t h o u s a n d H i n d u s s a i d , " I a m 

w i l l i n g t o be a M u s l i m , " he w o u l d have been spa red b y t h e 

M u s l i m s , because i t was one o f t h e i r t a c t i c s i n the r e l ig ious 

war . B u t s c o r n i n g such a base a n d def i led l i f e t h e H i n d u 

v o l u n t e e r force c o u r t e d m a r t y r d o m ; n o t one, n o t even a 

t h o u s a n d , bu t fifty t h o u s a n d o f t h e m sac r i f i ced t h e i r p rec ious 

l i v e s o n the a l t a r t h i s h o l y b a t t l e ! 

373. W h i l e e u l o g i z i n g a n anc i en t R o m a n he ro , H o r a t i u s 

w h o f o u g h t w i t h the enemy o n a s i m i l a r occas ion , a n E n g l i s h 

poet w r i t e s : 

T h u s o u t s p a k e b r a v e H o r a t i u s 

the C a p t a i n o f the gate, 

" T o e v e r y m a n u p o n t h i s e a r t h 

d e a t h c o m e t h soon o r l a t e . 

A n d how c a n a m a n d ie be t te r t h a n 

b y f a c i n g fear fu l odds 

F o r the ashes o f h i s fa thers a n d 

the t emples o f h i s G o d s 

374. W h i c h H i n d u w i l l be r e l u c t a n t t o shed h i s g ra t e fu l 

t ea rs for these fifty t h o u s a n d m a r t y r s , w h o d i e d de fend ing 

t h e i r r e l i g i o n a n d t emples w i t h the same f e r v o u r as is 

expressed i n t h i s verse ? 

375. B u t the fact mos t d i s g u s t i n g is t h a t w h i l e n a r r a t i n g 

t h i s i n v a s i o n o f M a h m u d o n S o m n a t h , n o t o n l y the fo re ign h i s 

t o r i a n s b u t m a n y H i n d u h i s t o r i a n s , ung ra t e fu l as t hey too are, 

h a v e m o c k e d a t the s imp le f a i t h o f the p r i e s t h o o d a n d o the r 

H i n d u p o p u l a t i o n o f the p lace , a n d have n o t u t t e r e d a s ing le 

w o r d i n p ra i se o f those H i n d u w a r r i o r s w h o m a d e such a huge 

sacr i f ice , ' f a c ing fear fu l odds ! for ' the t emples o f t h e i r G o d s ' ! 

I f the wiseacres are n o t wise-enough to appra i se t h e jewels 

p r o p e r l y , can i t be s a i d t h a t the f a u l t l ies w i t h those j e w e l s ! 

376. E v e n i f i t be necessa ry t o c o n d e m n the b l i n d f a i t h 

o f those H i n d u s , y e t those w h o do so s h o u l d a lso r emember 

t h a t , a l b e i t b l i n d , the H i n d u b e l i e f i n the m y s t e r i o u s d i v i n e 

power o f t h e i r G o d s was n o t a d i a b o l i c , f ana t i c , b l o o d t h i r s t y 

r e l i g i o c i t y l i k e t h a t o f the M u s l i m s who a t t a c k e d r e l i g i o u s 
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places o f o thers w i t h d e a d l y weapons o f w a r , s lew t h e 

i n n o c e n t m e n a n d women , y o u n g a n d o l d , f o r ced t h e m t o 

embrace I s l a m a t the p o i n t o f the s w o r d , a n d r a n f r a n t i c a l l y 

•causing d e a t h a n d d e s t r u c t i o n eve rywhere . B u t such a s ta te

men t b o r n o f b o l d n e s canno t be e x p e c t e d o f these i m m a t u r e 

•ch i ld i sh a n d c o w a r d l y w r i t e r s ! I f the M u s l i m w r i t e r s o f 

'Ta r ikhs ' 28 a n d the M u l l a Mou lavees boas t t h a t the H i n d u 

•Gods were n o t the t rue G o d s because t h e y d i d n o t p r even t 

t h e M u s l i m w a r - l o r d s f r o m b r e a k i n g i d o l s a n d d e m o l i s h i n g 

temples , a n d t h a t t he i r s was the o n l y t rue r e l i g i o n , t h e y 

s h o u l d be e n l i g h t e n e d t h a t the a r c h here t ic C h a n g i z k h a n a n d 

I i i s depu t i e s n o t o n l y desecra ted the v e r y c i t y o f the M u s l i m -

J i ^ha l i pha , b u t r a v a g e d i t , k i l l e d the K h a l i p h a , b u r n e d severa l 

M a s j i d s where M u s l i m G o d s were s a i d to res ide , t u r n e d o thers 

i n t o s tables for t h e i r horses, r educed the B i b l e t o ashes, a n d 

t r a m p l e d the K o r a n unde r t h e i r horses ' hoofs*'! T h e M u s l i m 

A l l a h c o u l d not s top the r a v a g i n g hands o f C h a n g i z k h a n ! 

H u n d r e d s o f such ins tances can be c i t ed* ' . A r e the M u s l i m s 

: ready to g ran t , o n t h i s account , the i m b e l i c i t y a n d f a l sehood 

•of t h e i r A l l a h ? E v e n w h e n S h i v a j i slew the ' B u t s h i k a n ' — 

i d o l - b r e a k e r — A f z a l k h a n a n d offered h i s ' g o a t - l i k e head w i t h 

t h i r t y - t w o t ee th ' , as a s a c r i f i c i a l offering to the Goddess 

B h a v a n i o f T u l z a p u r ' ^ , h i s hands were n o t s t a v e d off f rom 

d o i n g so b y the M u s l i m A l l a h ! 

377 . A f t e r d e m o l i s h i n g the t emple o f S o m n a t h a n d 

l o a d i n g the came l s w i t h the immense w e a l t h , l o o t e d f rom i t , 

w h e n M a h m u d set o u t for G h a z n i , he l ea rn t t ha t , i n s t e a d 

•of b e i n g cowed d o w n i n t o s u b m i s s i o n because o f h i s w h o l e 

sale d e s t r u c t i o n o f the t emple a t S o m n a t h , the H i n d u p o p u 

l a t i o n was even more enraged , a n d t h a t the K i n g of M a l a v a 

w i t h h i s l a rge a r m y was p r e p a r i n g to b l o c k h is w a y b a c k t o 

G h a z n i a n d h a d a l r e a d y en te red the ba t t l e f i e ld . A s M a h m u d 

was no t p repa red to r i s k t h i s new b a t t l e , he t o o k an unexpec

t e d a n d d i f f icu l t rou te t h r o u g h the s a n d y deserts o f S i n d h 

a b a n d o n i n g the u s u a l w a y t h r o u g h Malava** . W h i l e c ross ing 

the deserts o f S i n d h a n d B a l u c h i s t a n , h is a r m y h a d to face 

m a n y dangers a n d unspeakab le misery**. H a r d l y w i t h i n 
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three o r four years o f r each ing G h a z n i he d i e d i n A . D . 1030**. 

378. T h i s f ana t i c b u t b rave S u l t a n o f G h a z n i u n d e r t o o k 

a t least fifteen ma jo r exped i t i ons to I n d i a . H i n d u s t o o 

fough t f u r i o u s l y o n the ba t t l e - f i e ld e v e r y t i m e . B u t no 

H i n d u k i n g c o u l d defeat h i m . B u t these i n v a s i o n s o f M a h m u d 

a n d h i s p o l i t i c a l conquests d i d n o t so m u c h h a r m the H i n d u s , 

as d i d the fo rc ib le c o n v e r s i o n o f m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s i n N o r t h -

W e s t F r o n t i e r P r o v i n c e and the P u n j a b . T h a t the k i n g d o m s 

w h i c h were lo s t to the M u s l i m s were reconquered b y t h e 

H i n d u s sooner o r l a t e r , is p l a i n h i s t o r y . B u t the H i n d u s c o u l d 

never b r i n g b a c k the m i l l i o n s o f H i n u s w h o were conver t ed to 

I s l a m w i l l y - n i l l y . W e c o u l d free f r o m the fo re ign y o k e ou r 

g e o g r a p h i c a l regions b u t the enormous n u m e r i c a l loss o f 

p o p u l a t i o n c o u l d never be m a d e u p b y the H i n d u n a t i o n . 

C H A N G E O F R E L I G I O N M E A N S C H A N G E O F 

N A T I O N A L I T t 

379. W e are now g o i n g t o d iscuss a t some l e n g t h some 

o f the r e l ig ious concepts o f the H i n d u s of those t imes ; o f t h e 

course o f c o n d u c t a n d p rac t i ce s t h a t were cons idered decent 

a n d i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h the r e l i g i o u s l a w s o f the H i n d u s o f 

those t imes a n d those t h a t were dec l a red to be aga ins t t h e m ; 

a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y those w h i c h deep ly concerned the la rge-sca le 

fo r c ib l e def i lement a n d conve r s ion o f the H i n d u s t h a t t o o k 

p lace d u r i n g the H i n d u - M u s l i m w a r . I t c a n be v e r y b r i e f l y 

s a i d here t h a t i f the m i l l i o n s o f f o r c i b l y c o n v e r t e d H i n d u s , 

have r e m a i n e d M u s l i m s even to t h i s d a y i t i s because o f the 

perverse re l ig ious concepts o f the H i n d u s o f those t imes , 

w h i c h u l t i m a t e l y p r o v e d h i g h l y d e t r i m e n t a l t o the best 

in teres ts o f the H i n d u c o m m u n i t y , viz., cas te -sys tem, the 

f an t a s t i c ideas o f p o l l u t i o n , the e x t r a v a g a n t ideas o f 

re l ig ious to le rance a n d m a n y o ther s i l l y n o t i o n s ! W h y , these 

H i n d u conver t s went o n i nc rea s ing e n o r m o u s l y gene ra t ion 

after genera t ion a n d , as the l a t e r genera t ions were b o r n a n d 

b r o u g h t up under the M u s l i m inf luence, t h e y began to be 

more a n d more f a n a t i c a l — s o b i t t e r l y f a n a t i c a l t h a t they-

fo rmed a n apprec iable p a r t o f the a rmies o f the I r a n i a n , 
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T u r k i s h , M o n g o l a n d o ther fore ign M u s l i m invaders a n d , w i t h 

e q u a l h a t r e d a n d bi t terness , they a t t a c k e d the H i n d u K a f i r s 

w i t h a v i e w to des t roy ing t h e m comple t e ly or force t h e m to 

change t h e i r o w n r e l i g i o n a n d embrace Islam**. One out o f 

hund reds o f such facts c a n be c i t ed here to bear out the above 

r e m a r k s . A H i n d u t r ibe , named Ghur i** wh ich l i v e d , d u r i n g 

the pe r iod under d iscuss ion, beyond the Indus and w h i c h was 

f o r c i b l y m a d e to change over to I s l am under prec ise ly the 

same p e r i l o u s cond i t i ons , became later on the bi t teres t enemy 

o f t h e H i n d u s . The H i n d u - h a t e r , S u l t a n M o h a m m e d G h o r i , 

be longed to th i s v e r y G h u r i t r i be . I n fact the ma jo r i t y o f 

the M u s l i m p o p u l a t i o n s of A f g h a n i s t h a n , P a t h a n i s t h a n 

(Pakh toon i s t an ) , B a l l u c h i s t a n were the conve r t ed descen

dan t s o f the o r i g i n a l H i n d u na t ives of those places*'. B u t 

l a t e r on t hey d i d not even have the s l ightes t i dea t ha t t h e i r 

ances tors were, once u p o n a t ime, H i n d u s . O n the c o n t r a r y 

t hey were enraged a t a n y m e n t i o n of such descent o f the i r s . 

' B y g o n e s are bygones; t o -day we are born M u s l i m s a n d are 

M u s l i m n a t i o n a l s . W e recognize no other r e l a t ion w i t h the 

H i n d u s t h a n the one o f u tmos t ha t r ed and a n i m o s i t y ' . Such 

though t s h a d t u r n e d the i r heads comple te ly . The i r s was no t 

m e r e l y a change o f r e l i g i o n , b u t i t was the i n e v i t a b l e change 

o f n a t i o n a l i t y w h i c h necessar i ly forced i t s e l f u p o n the l a t e r 

genera t ions o f such conver t s . D u r i n g the five or s ix centur ies 

o f the i n i t i a l M u s l i m invas ions of I n d i a r i g h t up to R a m e s h -

war , to w h i c h we are re fe r r ing here, the change of r e l i g i o n 

t o - d a y gene ra l l y p r o v e d to be the change of n a t i o n a l i t y f o r 

the fu tu re ! 

B U T W H A T D O E S R E L I G I O N M E A N H E R E ? 

380. B u t the terms ' r e l i g i o n ' a n d ' re l ig ious conve r s ion ' 

i n the above m a x i m , viz. ' the change of r e l i g i o n means the 

change o f n a t i o n a l i t y ' , shou ld first be defined c l ea r ly . T h e y 

are n o t used here i n the sense o f compara t i ve s t u d y o f the 

v a r i o u s p h i l o s o p h i c a l ideas a n d systems i n differert r e l i g i o n s 

o r the a d o p t i o n o f some o f the agreeable ones i n a n i n d i v i d u a l 

c apac i t y . T h e w o r d ' r e l i g i o n ' i n the p resen t con tex t refers 



156 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY 

s o l e l y t o the d o g m a t i c and f a n a t i c a l p r a c t i c e s o f those 

aggress ive r e l i g ious i n s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h i n s i s t t h a t a p a r t i c u l a r 

•book is a p o c a l y p t i c , t h a t w h a t e v e r i s t o l d i n i t s p a g e s — a n d 

t h a t a lone a n d n o t h i n g else—is t r u l y r e l i g ious , t h a t eve ry 

t h i n g else is c o m p l e t e l y false a n d s i n f u l . I t t h e n t r i e s t o 

enforce o n peop le of o the r re l ig ions the s t r i c t observance , i f 

n o t b y adv i c e a n d peaceful d i scourse a n d pe r suas ion , 

•even b y s k i l f u l craf t iness , c r u e l t y a n d coerc ion , o f n o t o n l y 

the so -ca l l ed p h i l o s o p h y i n those r e l ig ious b o o k s b u t o f the 

ru l e s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s , o f r i t e s a n d r i t u a l s , o f the l a n g u a g e 

a n d soc ia l dea l ings p resc r ibed b y t h e m . T h e r e l i g ious conver 

s i o n effected b y such though t l e s s a n d f a n a t i c a l r e l i g ious 

i n s t i t u t i o n s is i n effect the conve r s ion o f n a t i o n a l i t y . 

R E T A L I A T O R Y W E A P O N O F O S T R A C I S M 

381 . T h e H i n d u s c o u l d find no r e t a l i a t o r y w e a p o n for 

th i s r e l i g i o u s aggress ion o f the M u s l i m s . T h e w e a p o n o f 

•ostracism, w h i c h t h e y used for r e t a l i a t o n , t u r n e d o n t h e m 

se lves l i k e a b o o m e r a n g . 

382. I n o rde r t h a t the reader s h o u l d have a c lear idea; 

o f t h i s w e a p o n of s o c i a l o s t r a c i s m , so fa r as i t concerns the 

H i n d u - M u s l i m w a r a n d h o w i t affected, n o t f a v o u r a b l y , b u t 

a d v e r s e l y the defence o f the H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d H i n d u 

c o m m u n i t y , i t i s e s sen t i a l to g ive first o f a l l a n a c c o u n t o f 

the cas te -sys tem as br ie f ly as i t i s poss ib le t o do so. S i n c e 

s u c h a n accoun t i s a b s o l u t e l y essen t i a l for an a n a l y s i s o f the 

M u s l i m p o l l u t i o n o f the H i n d u s . 

T H E C A S T E - S Y S T E M B A S E D O N B I R T H A N D 

P A R E N T A G E A N D T H E N A T I O N A L 

P E N A L T Y O F O S T R A C I S M 

383. M u c h e a r l i e r t h a n the M u s l i m i n v a s i o n s o f I n d i a , 

i . e . , had jus t af ter the H i n d u s conquered the H u n s c o m p l e t e l y , 

hundreds o f H i n d u leaders t r i e d on a l l s ides a l l over I n d i a t o 

res tore p o l i t i c a l , r e l i g ious a n d soc i a l s t a b i l i t y i n the 

s o c i e t y a n d the n a t i o n . T b e H i n d u l e a d e r s h i p o f the t i m e 

n a t u r a l l y d e v o l v e d o n the t hen r i s i n g w a r r i o r c lass o f the 
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K a j p u t * ' r o y a l t y w h o w e r e s t a u n c h devotees o f t h e V e d i e 

H i n d u r e l i g i o n . I n t h i s v e r y a t t e m p t a t r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , t h e 

v a s t H i n d u c o m m u n i t y was b e i n g m o u l d e d w i t h m e t i c u l o u s 

care i n t o the f r amework o f the pa r en t age -domina t ed cas te -

sys tem* ' . S l o w l y bu t su re ly , t h i s caste sy s t em became a n 

inhe ren t a n d essen t ia l fea ture o f H i n d u i s m . N o t o n l y i n t h e 

four former classes ( ^ s ) b u t i n more or less four t h o u s a n d 

castes , b o r n o u t o f those four classes a n d m a n y o the r a c c i d e n 

t a l sources, s a n c t i o n e d b y the r e l i g ious l a w , was the who le 

H i n d u c o m m u n i t y e v e r l a s t i n g l y a n d a l m o s t u n a n i m o u s l y 

d i v i d e d i n t e r n a l l y . I n a sense, the s o c i a l t r a n s i t i o n o f the 

H i n d u n a t i o n was occas ioned by the h i s t o r i c a l necessi ty o f 

t h e t i m e . 

384. T h e m a i n p r i n c i p l e u n d e r l y i n g t h i s cas te -sys tem w a s 

t h i s : O n l y he who was b o r n i n a p a r t i c u l a r caste, c o u l d r e m a i n 

i n i t * ' . T o have f o o d o r to d r i n k even w a t e r w i t h o r f r o m o n e 

o f ano the r caste was cons ide red l i ab l e fo r p e n a l t y . Is i t 

a n y w o n d e r t h e n t h a t the in ter -cas te mar r i ages o f boys a n d 

g i r l s were s t r i c t l y p r o h i b i t e d ? T o these v e r y r e l ig ious 

p rac t i ces o f the t i m e we have asc r ibed , i n ou r va r ious a r t i c l e s 

o n the caste-system*!, the names ' L o t i b a n d i ( p r o h i b i t i o n o f 

d r i n k i n g wa te r ) , R o t i b a n d i ( p r o h i b i t i o n o f food) , B e t i b a n d i 

( p r e v e n t i o n o f in ter -cas te mar r iages) , S p a r s h b a n d i ( U n t o u c h 

a b i l i t y ) a n d the ones w h i c h we are g o i n g to d iscuss hereaf ter 

viz., S h u d d h i b a n d i (p reven t ion o f p u r i f i c a t i o n o f r e l i g ious 

conver t s ) , S i n d h u b a n d i (ban o n sea voyage) , e tc . These seven 

' b a n d i s ' — o r b a n s — w h i c h a r res ted n o t o n l y the progress o f 

the H i n d u s b u t a l so i m p a i r e d t h e i r n o r m a l w a y o f l i fe were 

i n fact seven fe t ters . These fetters were n o t f o r c i b l y fas tened 

to the feet o f the H i n d u n a t i o n b y a n y M u s l i m , C h r i s t i a n o r 

o the r fo re ign power ; t hey were so fas tened b y the H i n d u s 

themse lves , i n t h e i r ex t reme a n x i e t y fo r the p r o t e c t i o n o f 

t h e i r r e l i g i o n . T h a t i s w h y we have been c a l l i n g t h e m t h r o u g h 

s p o k e n as w e l l w r i t t e n words n o t fo re ign shackles , b u t a s 

' s even n a t i v e fe t ters ' , 

385. I t is n o t necessary here i n t h i s b o o k to d iscuss 

f u l l y the cas te-sys tem o f the H i n d u s , n o r is t h i s the p lace for 
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i t . Those desirous o f g e t t i n g themselves a c q u a i n t e d w i t h ou r 

t hough t s o n t h i s subject m a y p r o f i t a b l y r ead the book , 

' J a n m a j a t J a t y u t c h h e d a k N i b a n d h a " (The E r a d i c a t i o n o f t h e 

P a r e n t a g e - d o m i n a t e d cas te-sys tem). H e r e , w h i l e d e s c r i b i n g 

the r e l i g ious aggress ion o f o u r fo re ign enemies , we s h a l l 

d i scuss i t o n l y so fa r as i t is a b s o l u t e l y necessary to do so. 

386. F i r s t o f a l l i t s h o u l d n o t be fo rgo t t en t h a t t h i s 

cas te - sys tem m u s t have f a c i l i t a t e d the s tupendous conso l idar 

t i o n a n d r e m a r k a b l e s t a b i l i t y o f the H i n d u S o c i e t y u n d e r 

c e r t a i n p e c u l i a r c i rcumstances a n d i n p a r t i c u l a r con tex t s . 

I n e v a l u a t i n g i t , i t w o u l d be ung ra t e fu l o n l y to p o i n t to the 

e v e n t u a l h a r m t h a t i t has caused i n i t s l a t e r stages. 

387. I t m u s t a lso be a d m i t t e d t h a t the H i n d u s o f those 

t imes created , or v o l u n t a r i l y a l l o w e d to be crea ted , t h i s 

cas t e - sys t em w i t h the sole object o f p r o t e c t i n g t h e i r r a c i a l 

seed a n d b l o o d , p r e s e r v i n g t h e i r caste-l ife a n d t r a d i t i o n a n d 

k e e p i n g t h e m a b so l u t e l y pu re f r o m a n y c o n t a m i n a t i o n . 

388. T h e s t ruc tu re o f the cas te-sys tem was based o n 

the p r i n c i p l e s o f h e r e d i t y , o f the economy based o n the 

d i v i s i o n o f l a b o u r , o f soc ia l co-exis tence a n d o f s o c i a l e thics , 

so fa r as these p r i n c i p l e s were comprehended b y the w r i t e r s 

o f different 'Smr i t i s '** . T h o u s a n d s o f years have r o l l e d b y ; 

the H i n d u n a t i o n has faced i n n u m e r a b l e c a l a m i t i e s a d d 

ca t a s t rophes ; y e t the h o l d o f the cas te-sys tem a n d the 

influence t h a t i t has w i e l d e d u p o n b i l l i o n s a n d b i l l i o n s o f 

H i n d u s t h r o u g h o u t these tens o f centur ies c o u l d neve r have 

been poss ib le , i f the roo t s o f t h i s b i r t h - d o m i n a t e d cas te-sys tem 

h a d n o t gone deeper i n t o the v e r y f o u n d a t i o n o f t h i s c o l o s s a l 

edif ice o f the H i n d u soc i e ty . T h e H i n d u f a i t h — t h a t the 

re l ig ious du t ies p r e s c r i b e d fo r the p a r t i c u l a r castes a n d sub-

castes l i k e P a r i y a s , B h a n g i s , K o l i s , B h i l s were the p ious ways 

of a t t a i n i n g t h e i r e a r t h l y welfare a n d h e a v e n l y b l i s s a n d G o d l y 

grace for t h e m — w o u l d never h a v e o the rwise r ema ined so 

s teadfast t h r o u g h a l l these p e r i l o u s centur ies . A g a i n , i f the 

l i f e - b l o o d w h i c h r a n t h r o u g h the ve ins o f H i n d u soc ie ty , a p p a 

r e n t l y mos t heterogenous a n d m i s e r a b l y d i so rgan i sed , h a d 

n o t a n i m a t e d i t s d ive r s i f i ed e lements w i t h some u n d y i n g a n d 
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u n i f y i n g force w i t h a c e r t a i n consciousness o f i t s t rue self*^. 

3 8 8 - A . T h i s p o w e r f u l u n i f y i n g n a t i o n a l s en t imen t w h i c h 

so u n m i s t a k a b l y h e l d toge ther these different a n d a p p a r e n t l y 

a u t o n o m o u s e lements o f the H i n d u soc ie ty a n d fused t h e m 

toge ther was ; 

H i n d u t w a ! A n d H i n d u d h a r m a . 

389. W h a t we s h o u l d l i k e to c a l l t o - d a y the seven 

n a t i v e shackles [ v i z . U n t o u c h a b i l i t y (?q^^^) b a n o n d i n i n g 

toge ther o f the people be long ing t o different castes (^'^c'^), 

b a n on in te r -cas te mar r iages a n d so on] d i d never 

a p p e a r t o be shackles o r fet ters to the H i n d u s o f those t imes , 

w h e n the M u s l i m s h a d begun i n v a d i n g I n d i a . T o t h e m they 

were b u t the c h a r m e d amu le t s o r p r o t e c t i n g bands ! E v e r y 

cas te , whe ther o f the B r a h m i n s o r o f the sweepers was 

i m m e n s e l y p r o u d o f i t s separa te e n t i t y . 

390. These v a r i o u s castes a n d sub-castes o f the H i n d u s 

p u n i s h e d even the s l igh tes t v i o l a t i o n o f the cas te- laws w i t h 

s o c i a l ostracism**—even i f such a v i o l a t i o n o f cas te- law was 

v o l u n t a r y o r i n v o l u n t a r y , k n o w i n g l y or u n k n o w i n g l y ! 

391 . T o d a y we are ap t t o t a k e th i s s o c i a l o s t r ac i sm 

q u i t e l i g h t l y : b u t a t the t i m e o f M u s l i m aggressions a n d 

thereafter , the v e r y m e n t i o n o f s u c h soc i a l o s t r a c i s m w o u l d 

have u n f a i l i n g l y shocked to dea th e v e r y H i n d u — w h e t h e r he 

was a p r i n c e or a p a u p e r : T o be cu t off f r o m one's own caste 

was to be cu t off f r o m t h e w h o l e w o r l d a n d f rom l i fe i t se l f . 

So severe was t h i s p u n i s h m e n t o f soc ia l b o y c o t t t h a t the 

un fo r tuna te pe r son a t once los t h i s paren ts a n d b ro thers , 

h i s k i t h a n d kin^—the peop le o f h is o w n flesh a n d b l o o d — a n d 

was t h r o w n i n t o a b y s m a l g l o o m . I t shou ld be sufficient to say 

here b r ie f ly t h a t t h i s soc i a l o s t r ac i sm was f a r more d r e a d e d 

than a n y p h y s i c a l t o r t u r e o r a h e a v y fine i n v o l v i n g a n y 

financial loss o r even dea th . Consequen t ly the t endency to 

observe s c r u p u l o u s l y , a n d i n s t r i c t c o n f o r m i t y w i t h the 

p r e v a l e n t s o c i a l p rac t i ces , the t r a d i t i o n a l cas te- laws, sanc

t i o n e d b y the sacred r e l ig ious b o o k s a n d the w r i t e r s o f the 

v a r i o u s S m r i t i s , was i n g r a i n e d i n t o the v e r y t e x t u r e o f the 

H i n d u s o c i e t y for gene ra t ions together*^. 
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392. A l t h o u g h we c a n g r a t e f u l l y c i t e m a n y o the r t h i n g s 

r e g a r d i n g the cas te-sys tem w h i c h b r o u g h t abou t the cohes ive-

ness o f the d ive r s i f i ed H i n d u soc ie ty a n d h a d l a s t i n g effects 

o n i t , i t w o u l d be e q u a l l y ungra t e fu l on o u r p a r t i f we des i s t 

f r o m c r i t i c i s i n g w i t h sufficient s e v e r i t y the u n l i m i t e d h a r m 

done b y t h i s cas te - sys tem a n d the i r r a t i o n a l a n d o b s t i n a t e 

p r i d e t h a t the H i n d u s t o o k i n i t , when the M u s l i m s began t o 

k n o c k a t t h e i r doo r s . 

393 . A s a means o f b e a t i n g d o w n the r e l ig ious aggress ion 

o f the M u s l i m s , t h i s coun te r - s t roke o f the H i n d u cas te 

s y s t e m p r o v e d to be m o s t inef fec tua l a n d useless l i k e a 

b l u n t e d s w o r d . O n the c o n t r a r y these v e r y caste- laws a n d 

the s t r i c t adherence to t h e m b r o u g h t abou t a series o f 

d i sa s t e r s o n the H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d the H i n d u n a t i o n , m a k i n g 

the c o n v e r s i o n o f the m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s f a r too easier f o r 

the M u s l i m s t h a n can be i m a g i n e d , w h i l e i t c anno t be d e n i e d 

t h a t they m a d e the conve r s ion o f t h e M u s l i m s t o H i n d u i s m , 

a b s o l u t e l y i m p o s s i b l e . 

394. Befo re t h e y came to I n d i a , the A r a b i a n s a n d o t h e r 

M u s l i m s fo rced the m i l l i o n s o f C h r i s t i a n , J e w i s h , a n d P e r s i a n 

p o p u l a t i o n s o f I r a n , T u r a n , the k i n g d o m s o f the m i d d l e 

A s i a a n d A f r i c a , r i g h t f r o m E g y p c t o S p a i n , to g ive u p t h e i r 

o w n r e l ig ious f a i ths a n d accep t I s l a m a t the p o i n t o f the 

s w o r d . B u t these v a r i o u s E u r o p e a n a n d A f r o - A s i a n peop le 

never fo r a m o m e n t t h o u g h t themse lves to be p o l l u t e d , n o r 

t h a t t h e i r o w n o r i g i n a l r e l i g i o n was los t t o t h e m s i m p l y 

because t h e y t o o k f o o d or d r i n k w i t h the M u s l i m s . T h e 

M u s l i m ru le rs h a d to keep t h e i r swords c o n s t a n t l y h a n g i n g 

ove r t h e i r heads to enforce t h e i r a l l eg iance to I s l a m , a n d to 

ensure f rom t h e m the s t r i c t observance o f the M u s l i m 

r e l ig ious r i t e s a n d du t i e s , for cen tur ies toge the r . I f b y 

chance the M u s l i m power a t a n y p l ace was u p r o o t e d a n d 

c o m p l e t e l y effaced the f o r c i b l e y c o n v e r t e d C h r i s t i a n s o r 

Pe r s i ans a n d o thers wen t o v e r to t h e i r o r i g i n a l r e l i g i o n s 

en masse, t h r o w i n g a w a y to the w i n d s the green M u s l i m sh red 

o f a flag a n d p r o u d l y fluttering t h e i r o w n i n i t s s t ead . A s 

s u c h i t was v e r y d i f f icu l t for e v e n the M u s l i m powers t h e r e 
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t o keep these u n w i l l i n g conve r t s t i e d to the I s l a m i c f a i t h , 

the M u s l i m a r m e d so ld ie r s h a d t o keep a v i g i l a n t eye o n 

these f o r e i g n conver t s a n d to see e v e r y t i m e i f t h e i r f a i t h i n 

I s l a m was s h a k e n even a b i t o r whe the r t h e y d i d n o t f o m e n t 

a n y a g i t a t i o n to go b a c k to t h e i r o w n rel igion**. 

395-396. G n the c o n t r a r y i n S p a i n , Greece, S e r b i a a n d 

o ther count r ies where the M u s l i m s i n t h e i r t u r n were f o r c e d 

to forsake I s l a m a n d c o u r t C h r i s t i a n i t y o r o n the p a i n o f 

dea th , the C h r i s t i a n ru l e r s there h a d t o keep a s i m i l a r s t r i c t 

w a t c h o n these M u s l i m conve r t s . F o r the M u s l i m s , t o o , n e v e r 

t hough t t h a t t h e y were a n y w a y def i led because o f a n y f o o d 

they a te f r o m the C h r i s t i a n s o r because t h e y h a d m a r i t a l o r 

e x t r a m a r i t a l r e l a t i ons w i t h t h e m . These f o r c i b l y c o n v e r t e d 

M u s l i m s were o n the a l e r t to see i f the r u l i n g power became 

w e a k at a n y p l a c e a n d i m m e d i a t e l y r e v o l t e d , h o i s t i n g a n y 

green c l o t h t h a t t h e y cou ld ca t ch h o l d o f as t h e i r flag a n d 

re-entered the M u s l i m f o l d * ' . T h e y w o u l d even c o m p e l , i f 

poss ib l e , t h e C h r i s t i a n s themse lves to accept I s l a m , a n d 

thus avenge the w r o n g d o n e to t h e m . T h i s exper ience 

else where m a d e the e a r l y A r a b i a n a n d o the r M u s l i m i n v a d e r s 

o f I n d i a fear a t leas t for a c e n t u r y o r t w o t h a t t h e y w o u l d 

be o b l i g e d to use m i l i t a r y force a lone t o keep the n e w l y 

c o n v e r t e d H i n d u s t i e d d o w n to the I s l a m i c f a i t h . 

397-398. B u t w h e n t h e y i n v a d e d S i n d h a n d fo rced 

c o n v e r s i o n to the I s l a m i c f a i t h o n the peop le there , these 

M u s l i m i n v a d e r s came to rea l ize soon enough t h a t a l t h o u g h 

the H i n d u s ' p r i d e fo r t he i r r e l i g i o n a n d t h e i r l o y a l t y t o i t 

was no less a r d e n t t h a n t h a t o f a n y o the r peop le , a n d a t 

t imes i t was fa r more f e r v e n t a n d i r repress ib le t h a n t h a t o f 

a l l o f t h e m , — w h y , fo r th i s v e r y r eason ,—i t was v e r y easy 

for the M u s l i m s a n d others to enforce p h y s i c a l c o n v e r s i o n o n 

the H i n d u s , if, however , m e n t a l c o n v e r s i o n was fa r t oo 

d i f S c u l t . 

399 . T h i s d i d n o t m e r e l y p e r t a i n to the t i m e when the 

M u s l i m s i n v a d e d I n d i a . E v e n before the r i se o f I s l a m , the 

S y r i a n C h r i s t i a n s , w h o were v e r y g e n e r o u s l y — i n o the r w o r d s 

s u i c i d a l l y — g i v e n shel ter b y the H i n d u k i n g s i n the M a l a b a r * ^ 



i62 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY 

a n d who began to p r o s e l y t i z e the H i n d u community,—also 

came t o k n o w v e r y soon t h a t i t was q u i t e poss ib le t o 

desecrate a whole v i l l a g e o f Cas te H i n d u s b y m e r e l y t h r u s t i n g 

a m o r s e l o f g r u b i n t o t h e i r m o u t h s or b y ju s t t h r o w i n g 

c r u m b s o f ha l f - ea t en loaves o f b r e a d or b i s cu i t s o r s l ices o f 

beef or the mea t o f cows i n t o we l l s a n d t a n k s where peop le 

w e n t to have d r i n k i n g wa te r ; a n d t h a t no one o f t h e m h a d 

a n y p l a c e i n the H i n d u c o m m u n i t y a n y longer**. 

400. L a t e r o n , w h e n i n the 1 5 t h a n d the 16th cen tur ies 

the E u r o p e a n a rmies o f the Po r tuguese a n d others rushed 

i n t o I n d i a b y the sea-routes t h e y , too,- were p l ea sed t o find 

t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d s u p e r s t i t i o n s o f c o n t a m i n a t i o n a n d the 

a b s u r d r e l i g i o s i t y o f t h e H i n d u s , a n d were fired w i t h a n e v i l 

a m b i t i o n to p r o s e l y t i z e the w h o l e o f I n d i a w i t h no d i f f i cu l ty 

a t a l l . 

F E T T E R S F O R T H E M I S E R A B L E H I N D U 

P R O S E L Y I E S 

401-402. T h e H i n d u a r m o u r y has a l l a l o n g been f u l l o f 

i n v i n c i b l e weapons t o beat b a c k the p o l i t i c a l aggressions o f 

the fore igners , a n d t h e y h a d success fu l ly crushed d o w n such 

a t t e m p t s o n v a r i o u s occas ions . B u t i t h a d , a t l eas t i n those 

t imes , no weapon to fight b a c k t h i s r e l i g i o u s aggress ion. So 

the I n d i a n s h a d to r e l y o n t h i s sole w e a p o n o f soc i a l boyco t t , 

w h i l e f a c i n g t h i s unpreceden ted M u s l i m re l ig ious aggress ion o f 

p o l l u t i n g a n d c o n v e r t i n g the H i n d u s . T h e y went o n r e l en t l e s s ly 

w i t h t h e i r p o l i c y o f c o m p l e t e l y o s t r a c i z i n g e v e r y p rose ly t e 

H i n d u a c c o r d i n g to the c u s t o m o f those days . T h e t h e n 

H i n d u S o c i e t y h a d k e p t no w a y open to p u r i f y a c o n v e r t b y 

some f o r m o f a tonement fo r the s i n o f c o n t a m i n a t i o n a n d 

c o n v e r s i o n . A l t h o u g h , b y the t i m e o f the M u s l i m advance 

up to the P u n j a b , the number o f H i n d u conver t s to I s l a m h a d 

a l r e a d y m o u n t e d to h u n d r e d s o f thousands"" a n d a l t h o u g h 

m a n y o f t h e m e a r n e s t l y w i s h e d t o come b a c k to H i n d u i s m , 

t h i s s o c i a l o s t r a c i s m o f the conve r t s was so v e r y pe r s i s t en t 

w i t h the b a n o n ea t i ng f o o d f r o m persons o f ano the r caste , 

the b a n o n in tercas te m a r i t a l r e l a t i ons a n d the otherSj t h a t 
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i t was a t once accep ted b y t h e leaders o f the H i n d u S o c i e t y 

w i t h o u t a n y t h o u g h t aboub the consequences. N a t u r a l l y 

-this b a n o n the r e p u r i f i c a t i o n a n d a d o p t i o n o f the conver t s 

b a c k to H i n d u i s m also a u t o m a t i c a l l y grew i n t o a new fe t ter 

a n d , i n s t e a d o f c h e c k i n g the, fore ign r e l ig ious aggress ion, i t 

h a m p e r e d the progress o f H i n d u i s m i t se l f . 

B A N O F O S T R A C I S M A N D S E L F - S E E K I N G 

C O N V E R T S 

403 . W e l l , i t w o u l d have b e e n qu i t e p r o p e r a n d necessary 

t o os t rac ize those o p p o r t u n i s t s a m o n g the H i n d u s w h o h a d 

•taken to I s l a m for t h e i r selfish ends, fo r power , o r for 

^avenging t h e i r p r i v a t e g rudge aga ins t t h e i r o w n f e l l ow-men ; 

f o r t hey h a d w i l l i n g l y severed a l l connec t ions w i t h H i n d u 

people , a n d no g o o d c o u l d be se rved b y r e a d m i t t i n g these 

s i n f u l people i n t o the H i n d u S o c i e t y . B u t w h a t i f t h e y s h o u l d 

l a t e r on s i n c e r e l y repen t for th i s s i n fu l ac t o f the i r s ! T h i s 

i r r e v o c a b l e b a n d i d i m m e a s u r a b l e w r o n g t o those un fo r tuna t e 

t e n s a n d hundreds o f thousands w h o , fea r ing soc ia l b o y c o t t , 

w o u l d never have d r e a m t o f go ing over to I s l a m bu t w h o were 

a b s o l u t e l y unab le a n d helpless to face the a t roc i t i e s o f the 

M u s l i m ons l augh t . F o r these mise rab le a n d f o r l o r n t housands 

^ n d for t h e i r offsprings a t leas t there s h o u l d have been some 

hope o f r e d e m p t i o n ! 

404 . A g a i n , the se l f -seeking o p p o r t u n i s t s who w i l l i n g l y 

wen t over to I s l a m were m u c h too l i m i t e d i n n u m b e r . P r e c i s e l y 

for t h i s v e r y reason i t seems e x t r e m e l y t r a g i c t h a t t h i s 

p u n i t i v e measure of o s t r a c i s m f e l l l i k e a b o l t f r om the b lue 

o n the helpless v i c t i m s o f the a v a l a n c h e - l i k e M u s l i m r e l i g ious 

aggress ion : d o i n g n o t the leas t h a r m to the r ea l pe rpe t r a to r s 

•of the c r ime. A s i t were i t was i n s u l t a d d e d to i n j u r y . T h e y 

were a l r e a d y w r i g g l i n g w i t h e x c r u c i a t i n g a g o n y a t the loss o f 

t h e i r r e l i g i o n a n d M^ere, even p r e p a r e d to cour t dea th b y w a y 

a tonement a n d y e t t h e y were i r r e t r i e v a b l y condemned to 

p e r m a n e n t d a m n a t i o n , were never a g a i n to be rece ived b y 

t h e i r o w n paren ts , t h e i r husbands a n d sons a n d a l l t h e i r 

r e l a t i v e s , as t h e i r o w n , T h e v e r y flesh of t h e i r flesh a n d the 
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b l o o d o f t h e i r b l o o d , were n o w comple te s t rangers to t h e m , a t 

r leas t i n t h i s w o r l d ! 

A S T R A N G E J U S T I C E 

405 . W h i l e thus m e r c i l e s s l y p e n a l i s i n g these i n n o c e n t 

v i c t i m s , the H i n d u s c o u l d n o t o n l y d o no h a r m to the 

m a l e v o l e n t a n d a t r o c i o u s M u s l i m i n v a d e r s w i t h t h e i r coun te r -

s t r oke o f o s t r a c i s m , b u t o n the c o n t r a r y h e l p e d t h e m d i r e c t l y 

a n d e n o r m o u s l y i n t h e i r w o r k o f p r o s e l y t i z a t i o n ! 

406-407. U n l i k e the a r m e d v i g i l a n c e t h a t was necessary 

for hundreds o f years to keep the c o n v e r t e d C h r i s t i a n s , J e w s 

a n d o t h e r peoples o f the wes t , t i e d d o w n to the M u s l i m f a i t h , 

t he w o r k o f p r o s e l y t i z a t i o n i n I n d i a necessi ta ted o n l y a d a y ' s 

l a b o u r fo r the M u s l i m s . I f once a t the t i m e o f a b a t t l e o r a n 

a r m e d aggress ion o n c i t ies a n d v i l l ages t hey t o o k the t r o u b l e 

o f de f i l i ng the t h o u s a n d s o f m e n a n d w o m e n e i the r b y f o o d , 

d r i n k or rape or mere a s soc i a t i on , the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f k e e p i n g 

t h e m i n the M u s l i m f o l d for genera t ions toge the r was 

s h o u l d e r e d b y the H i n d u s as i f i t was a r e l i g i o u s d u t y o f t h e i r 

o w n ! T h u s w o r k e d the p u n i t i v e measure o f o s t r a c i s m , s e r v i n g 

the bes t interests o f the enemy w h o m i t sough t to coun te rac t . 

408. B u t the c o n v e r s i o n o f one H i n d u t o the I s l a m i c 

f a i t h m e a n t the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f a m a n i n t o a d e m o n , t h e 

me tamorphos i s o f a G o d i n t o a S a t a n ! T h i s was the u n p l e a 

sant r e a l i t y o f the ca t ac ly s r aa l H i n d u - M u s l i m wars ! H o w 

t h i s d e m o n i z a t i o n o f the H i n d u s t o o k p l a c e is b r i e f l y s h o w n 

i n pa r ag raphs 379 & 380. 

409. E v e n t h e n the H i n d u soc ie ty t u r n e d a deaf ear a n d 

b l i n d eye to t h i s r e a l i t y ! T o speak b r o a d l y , i t c a n be safely, 

s a i d t h a t the M u s l i m s h a d never to w o r r y about t h e c o n v e r t s 

ever g o i n g b a c k to t he i r o w n r e l i g i o n , for t hey were c o n v i n c e d 

t h a t the H i n d u s w o u l d never accept t h e m ! 

410 . T h e H i n d u s j ' cou ld neve r c l e a r l y d i s t i n g u i s h t h e 

change o f caste f r o m the change o f r e l i g i o n . 

411 . F o r i n s t a n c e , i f a V a i s h y a h a d a n i l l i c i t exchange 

o f food o r m a t r i m o n i a l r e l a t i ons w i t h one o f a l o w e r H i n d u 

caste, s ay a S h i m p i (a t a i l o r ) , a B h a n d a r i (a brewer) , or some-
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one else^ he was e x c o m m u n i c a t e d f rom h i s cas te . S i m i l a r l y 

i f a H i n d u h a d perforce to t a k e f o o d , o r d r i n k wa te r w i t h a 

s i n f u l ( in t h e i r o p i n i o n ) n o n - H i n d u o r i f he o r h i s wi fe was 

de f i l ed o r r a p e d , a n d so h a d to l i v e w i t h the M u s l i m s , he was 

b a n i s h e d n o t o n l y b y h i s o w n caste b u t even b y the l o w l i e s t 

caste o f the H i n d u s . I t means the c a s t i n g o u t o f a H i n d u 

f rom one caste, f o r h a v i n g the so -ca l l ed i l l i c i t r e l a t i o n s w i t h 

ano the r , was cons ide red on a p a r w i t h the cas t ing o u t o f 

a n o t h e r f r o m the w h o l e o f the H i n d u soc ie ty for s i m i l a r 

reason ! T h e f u n d a m e n t a l n a t i o n a l difference be tween the 

t w o w h i c h i n the l o n g r u n was to affect, a d v e r s e l y a n d 

h o r r i b l y , the n u m e r i c a l s u p e r i o r i t y o f the H i n d u s , a l together 

escaped t h e i r n o t i c e . 

412. A n e x i l e f r o m a n y one caste o f the H i n d u s never 

l o s t h i s H i n d u soc ie ty n o r h is H i n d u r e l i g i o n ; he c o u l d merge 

i n a n y one o f the m a n y o the r H i n d u castes o r c o u l d f o r m a 

new caste o f s i m i l a r ou tcas tes . B u t th i s new caste o f such 

outcas tes f o r m e d a n i n t e g r a l p a r t o f the H i n d u soc ie ty . T h e r e 

was a change o f caste b u t neve r a change o f r e l i g i o n — n o r even 

a change o f soc ie ty . W h y t h e n speak o f a change o f n a t i o n 

a l i t y ? T h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d V a i s h y a , for ins tance , los t h is 

V a i s h y a caste , b u t h i s be ing a H i n d u r e m a i n e d un impa i red^^ . 

N a t u r a l l y t h i s so r t o f b a n i s h m e n t f r o m one caste t o the o the r 

i n the H i n d u soc i e ty never caused a n y n u m e r i c a l loss to i t . 

4 1 3 . B u t w h e n , a c c o r d i n g to the same cus tom, a H i n d u 

ban i shed because o f some sor t o f (so-called) i l l i c i t con tac t 

w i t h a n y M u s l i m , he w o u l d cease to be a H i n d u a l toge ther , 

as t housands o f such H i n d u m e n a n d w o m e n were, of ten 

enough , b e i n g conve r t ed unde r coerc ion b y the M u s l i m aggres

sors , a n d as t h e y were a l l , w i t h o u t a n y e x c e p t i o n , t h r o w n 

o u t o f the H i n d u soc ie ty , i t was the H i n d u soc ie ty w h i c h 

suffered huge n u m e r i c a l losses y e a r after y e a r ! 

414. O n l y one e x t r a c t f r o m the m a n y ' T a v a , r i k h s ' 

(h is tor ies) w r i t t e n b y v a r i o u s M u s l i m w r i t e r s s h o u l d serve as 

a s ample to show h o w mise rab le the H i n d u conver t s were ! 

415-417. O f the hund reds o f H i n d u s t a k e n as s laves a n d 

s en t t o P e r s i a , T u r a n ( T u r k e y ) a n d A r a b i a , a t the t i m e o f the 
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i n v a s i o n s o f M a h m u d G h a z n i , some c o u l d g ive J;he s l i p , 

i n d i v i d u a l l y o r i n g r o u p s a n d w o u l d r u n a w a y to the P u n j a b , 

w h i c h because of the s t aunch H i n d u res i s tance r ema ined the 

e x t r e m e l i m i t o f M u s l i m d o m i n a t i o n for ove r a cen tu ry or so 

af ter M a h m u d G h a z n i . Thereaf te r these r u n a w a y H i n d u 

conve r t s w o u l d escape even f r o m the P u n j a b a n d enter t h e 

n e i g h b o u r i n g H i n d u states o f R a j p u t a n a for she l te r , a n d were 

g l a d a t hea r t t h a t t h e y were a t l a s t free f r o m the M u s l i m 

c lu tches a n d t h a t t h e y w o u l d l i v e h a p p i l y i n H i n d u f a m i l i e s , 

i n t h e i r o w n temples a n d i n t h e i r o w n soc ie ty ! 

418. B u t a las ! t h e y were g ross ly d i s a p p o i n t e d because 

o f the b a n o n r e c o n v e r s i o n a n d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f these 

cas t -outs ! These groups o f r u n a w a y H i n d u conve r t s w o u l d 

come to these H i n d u s ta tes o n l y to find t h a t n o t o n l y t h e i r 

o w n , b u t no o ther H i n d u s ta te was p r e p a r e d to accept t h e m 

i n t he i r f o l d . I f a t a l l t h e y w i s h e d [ to l i v e i n the H i n d u 

states, these m e n a n d w o m e n , o f the r u n a w a y she l t e r - s eek ing 

groups , h a d t o l i v e as M u s l i m s a lone ! L a t e r o n , w h e n , a f te r 

a c e n t u r y or so, the M u s l i m a rmies began to m a k e successful 

e x p e d i t i o n s u p t o D e l h i a n d c e n t r a l I n d i a t hey were v e r y 

m u c h s u r p r i s e d to see these peop le s t i l l l i v i n g i n these H i n d u 

s tates as M u s l i m s ! I f a n y such g r o u p or c o m m u n i t y o f t h e 

H i n d u s were f o u n d to be e x i s t i n g i n the M u s l i m s ta tes i t 

c o u l d never have been a l l o w e d to l i v e as a H i n d u c o m m u n i t y 

a n y longe r ! F o r , b y force o r b y craf t i t w o u l d have been 

conve r t ed t o I s l a m . T h i s was the exper ience o f the M u s l i m s t 

T h i s was the M u s l i m r e l i g i o n ! 

419 . H e r e , however , i n H i n d u states the H i n d u s w h o 

were conve r t ed m u c h a g a i n s t t h e i r w i l l a n d w h o were w i l l i n g 

to come b a c k to the H i n d u soc i e ty h a d t o l i v e as none else 

b u t the M u s l i m s , because o f the b a n o n t h e i r r e o r i e n t a t i o n t 

T h i s was the H i n d u R e l i g i o n * * ! 

420. W h a t wonde r t h e n i f i n a n unequa l w a r the M u s l i m s 

def i led , w i t h craf t or coerc ion , m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s a n d t h u s 

in f l i c t ed immeasu rab l e n u m e r i c a l loss t o the H i n d u n a t i o n ! 

T h e greatest wonder , however , i s h o w t h i s loss was 

l i m i t e d t o t h i s m u c h a lone ! 



C H A P T E R V I I I 

P E R V E R T E D C O N C E P T I O N O F V I R T U E S 

421-422. B e s i d e s the s i l l y supe r s t i t i ons o f the H i n d u s 
a b o u t the cas te-sys tem, the v a r i o u s bans o n exchange o f food 
a n d d r i n k , r e d e m p t i o n o f the outcas tes a n d others , o f w h i c h we 
have a l r e a d y w r i t t e n f u l l y , a n d w h i c h h a d done t r e m e n d o u s l y 
more h a r m t h a n the t w o - p r o n g e d r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l M u s l i m 
offensive h a d done , a n o t h e r s u i c i d a l m o r b i d i t y h a d c o m p l e t e l y 
possessed the H i n d u m i n d fo r a l o n g t i m e . T h i s m o r b i d i t y 
p a r a l y s e d t h e i r o w n offensive a n d counter-offensive m i g h t . 
E a r grea ter t h a n the M u s l i m s c o u l d ever a t t e m p t were the 
defeats i n f l i c t ed on themselves b y these m o r b i d l y v i r t u o u s 
H i n d u s ! I f a c o m p a r a t i v e l y m i l d t e r m is to be used for t h i s 
infatuation—^^this m e n t a l i m b a l a n c e o f the H i n d u s , w h i c h 
caused d i s a s t rous losses fo r themselves—we have to c a l l i t a 
p e r v e r t e d sense o f H i n d u v i r t u e s . 

423. I n f ac t v i r t u e s o r v ices are o n l y r e l a t i v e t e rms . 
N o v i r t u e c a n be u n q u a l i f i e d a n d abso lu te u n d e r eve ry 
c i r cums tace or a t e v e r y p l a c e . B e i t s a i d b r ie f ly t h a t i n 
p r ac t i ce o r i n e t h i c a l code a v i r t u e s h o u l d be c a l l e d a v i r t u e 
o n l y to the ex t en t to w h i c h i t i s use fu l to the best in te res t s o f 
h u m a n soc i e ty . A n d the m o m e n t i t begins to cause h a r m t o 
m a n k i n d , i t s h o u l d be cons idered a v i ce a n d as such 
d i s c a r d e d f o r t h w i t h . 

424. Some q u a l i t i e s a t leas t are d i v i d e d i n t o th ree 
p a r t s : S a t w i k ( m i l d , gent le) . R a j a s (Pass iona te) a n d T a m a s 
( i r asc ib le , i r r i t a b l e } ; a n d even these s h o u l d be v i e w e d w i t h 
reference t o the p e c u l i a r c o n d i t i o n o f t i m e , p lace a n d pe r son . 
The H i n d u c i v i l i z a t i o n h a d the nob le s t a m b i t i o n o f r a i s i n g 
M a n to the s ta tus of G o d a n d as such i t w e n t i n fo r a n a l l -
o u t a t t e m p t t o i n c u l c a t e a n d c u l t i v a t e w i t h a s s iduous care , 
these gent le qua l i t i e s i n h i m . B u t t h i s w o r l d l y exis tence i s 
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n o t w o v e n w i t h one t h r e a d a lone; i t s t e x t u r e shows a t l eas t 

th ree different th reads ; the gent le , the pass iona te a n d the 

i r r i t a b l e ^ . I t i s p r ec i s e ly for t h i s reason t h a t i f a m a n , 

whosoever he m a y be, wishes to l i v e i n t h i s w o r l d , w a n t s to 

w i n o r a t leas t does n o t i n t e n d t o be v a n q u i s h e d b y o thers , 

o r does n o t w a n t t o see i n ju s t i ce t r i u m p h ove r h i m , he m u s t 

have a three-edged w e a p o n w h i c h c o u l d successfu l ly face 

these th ree - fo ld (quali t ies. B u t a t t h i s t i m e o f the H i n d u -

M u s l i m w a r the H i n d u n a t i o n fo rgo t even the B h a g w a t Gee t a 

w h i c h p reached the r e l a t i v e , a n d , no t abso lu te , va lues o f 

these v i r t u e s . W h y , t h e y even t w i s t e d the message o f the 

B h a g w a d G e e t a i t se l f . T h e quin tessence o f the B h a g w a t 

G e e t a is the c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the fine d i s t i n c t i o n be tween 

m a n a n d m a n — o f w h i c h the H i n d u s o f those t i m e s seem to 

be d i v i n e l y o b l i v i o u s . 

425. O f course , i t m u s t be r emembered t h a t a l l t h i s 

a r g u m e n t app l i e s g e n e r a l l y a n d c o l l e c t i v e l y t o t h e H i n d u 

p o l i t y m a d e u p o f h u n d re d s o f m i l l i o n s o f people , b u t i t m u s t 

a l so be remembered t h a t there were t o come t o l i fe , f r o m t i m e 

t o t i m e , t housands o f e x c e p t i o n a l g roups o f m e n a n d b rave 

societ ies o f daun t l e s s people w h o opposed t h i s p e r v e r s e l y 

v i r t u o u s H i n d u soc ie ty i n o rde r to b r i n g abou t a s o c i a l 

r e v o l u t i o n . T h e y w i l l be referred to i n t h e i r p rope r p laces . 

426-427. T o le t go the v a n q u i s h e d a n d a b j e c t l y 

s u r r e n d e r i n g enemy is s a i d t o be a v i r t u e * i n some r e l i g ious 

books ; so enemies l i k e the ingrati tudfe a n d u n g r a t e f u l 

M o h a m m e d G h o r i a n d the R o h i l a N a j i b k h a n , were set free*. 

A n d w h a t d i d t h e y do i n r e t u r n for th i s nob le ac t o f the 

H i n d u s ? T h e first b r u t a l l y m u r d e r e d h i s fo rmer benefac tor , 

P r i t h v i r a j Chauhan* , w h i l e the s econd consp i r ed a g a i n s t t h e 

v e r y Mara thas* , w h o le t h i m go a l i v e , a n d b r o u g h t a b o u t 

t h e i r unp receden t ed d e s t r u c t i o n a t P a n i p a t . H a v i n g o n l y 

l e a r n t b y rote the m a x i m , to g ive food t o the h u n g r y a n d 

w a t e r to the t h i r s t y is a virtue®, the H i n d u s wen t o n g i v i n g 

m i l k to the v i l e po i sonous cobras a n d v i p e r s ! E v e n w h i l e the 

M u s l i m demons were d e m o l i s h i n g H i n d u t emples a n d b r e a k i n g 

t o pieces t h e i r ho l i e s t o f i d o l s l i k e S o m n a t h , t h e y never 
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w r e c k e d t h e i r vengeance u p o n those w i c k e d M u s l i m s , even 

w h e n t h e y h a d go lden o p p o r t u n i t i e s to do so, nor d i d t hey 

eve r t a k e ou t a s ing le b r i c k f rom the w a l l s o f M a s j i d s , 

because t he i r r e l i g ious teachers a n d p r i e s t s p reached the 

v i r t u e o f n o t i n f l i c t i n g p a i n o n the offender : 

' N e v e r p a y the t o r m e n t o r i n h i s o w n c o i n 

b u t bear the to rmen t s m e e k l y a n d be p a t i e n t 

t h a t G o d w i l l p u n i s h h i m ' 

428 . T h e v i l e s t o f v ices r e c o r d e d i n the ca ta logues o f 

t h e r e l ig ious t ex t s c o u l d never have been more d e t r i m e n t a l 

to the welfare o f m a n k i n d , more h a r m f u l to the n a t i o n a l 

in te res t s , a n d so m o r e detes table t h a n s u c h v i r t u e s as g ive 

r i se t o h o r r i b l e a t r o c i t i e s a n d the greatest o f s ins . N a t u r a l l y 

w h o e v e r c u l t i v a t e s , a n d l ives u p t o , such v i r t u e s t h o u g h t l e s s l y 

^ n d f o o l i s h l y a n d w i t h s l a v i s h adherence to the r e l ig ious 

t ex t s , a n d also w i t h f a n a t i c o b s t i n a c y , i s b o u n d to p e r i s h 

i n d i v i d a l l y a n d b r i n g a b o u t d i sas te r o f the n a t i o n i n w h i c h 

he l i v e s . These q u a l i t i e s are no t v i r t u e s ; t hey are v i r t u e s 

•d i s to r ted i n the ex t r eme . W h i c h e v e r v i r t u e is a d o p t e d 

t h o u g h t l e s s l y a n d w i t h o u t r ega rd to the t i m e , p l ace a n d 

pe r son i s c o r r u p t e d a n d ro t t en , and , l i k e pu t re f ied food , 

iDecomes p o i s o n o u s . 

429-430. E v e r y H i n d u seems t o have been m a d e t o 

suck , a l o n g w i t h h i s m o t h e r ' s m i l k , t h i s N e c t a r - l i k e a d v i c e 

t h a t r e l i g i o u s to le rance is a v i r t u e ' . B u t n o b o d y ever 

•explains t o h i m the essence o f t h a t precept . I f t h a t a l i e n 

r e l i g i o n is a lso t o l e r a n t o f our o w n r e l i g i o n , ou r to le rance 

t owards i t can be a v i r t u e . B u t the M u s l i m a n d the C h r i s t i a n 

r e l i g ions , w h i c h b o l d l y p r o c l a i m i t to be t h e i r r e l ig ious d u t y 

to d e s t r o y mos t c r u e l l y the H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d to e rad ica te 

f r o m the face o f t h i s e a r t h the kaf i r s and t h e heathens , can 

never be descr ibed as t o l e r an t o f o the r r e l i g i o n s . I n respect 

-of these i n t o l e r a n t fo re ign re l ig ions the v e r y e x t r e m e l y 

enraged in to le rance , w h i c h seeks to r e t a l i a t e t h e i r ab t roc i t i e s 

•with supe r -a t roc ious r e p r i s a l s , i t s e l f becomes a v i r tue^ ! 
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431 . E v e n i f we were t o r e s t r i c t o u r d i s cus s ion t o t h e 

p e r i o d unde r d i s c u s s i o n , i t w i l l be seen t h a t eve ry M u s l i m 

aggressor wen t o n d e m o l i s h i n g H i n d u temples a t M a t h u r a 

a n d K a s h i (Benaras)*. T h e m o s t s ac red i d o l s i n the v a r i o u s 

magn i f i cen t shr ines f r o m a l l over I n d i a r i g h t u p t o R a m e s h -

w a r a m were n o t o n l y p u r p o s e l y t a k e n to the M u s l i m c a p i t a l s 

l i k e D e l h i a n d p l a s t e r ed i n t o the p o r t a l s teps o f t h e i r r o y a l 

pa laces , bu t , for the sole pu rpose o f h u r t i n g the feel ings o f 

the H i n d u s a n d i n s u l t i n g t h e m , t h e y were also used a s 

s labs and t i l e s for l a v a t o r i e s , water -c lose ts , a n d ur inals^" . T o 

be to l e ran t t o w a r d s those M u s l i m s w h o c a l l e d these a n d 

m a n y o ther a t roc i t i e s t h e i r r e l ig ious d u t y is the v e r y nega t ion 

o f v i r t u e , i t s sac r i l eg ious pe rve r s ion ! N a y , for the H i n d u s t o 

show such to le rance was the greates t s i n t o be p u n i s h e d i n 

H e l l ! B u t the H i n d u s c o m m i t t e d t h i s v e r y s i n unde r the 

name o f v i r t u e ! E v e n after o v e r t h r o w i n g the v a r i o u s M u s l i m 

powers , i.e. even w h e n the H i n d u s h a d a c q u i r e d p o l i t i c a l 

a scendancy , t h e y d i d n o t d e s t r o y the va r ious mas j ids a t K a s h i 

(Benares) , M a t h u r a or R a m e s h w a r a m no r used t h e i r r u i n s 

as t i l es for the v a r i o u s b u i l d i n g cons t ruc t ions a l o n g r o a d s . 

A t the mos t , the H i n d u s r e c o n s t r u c t e d a n d r e n o v a t e d t h e i r 

o l d t emples w h i c h were ra ised to the g r o u n d b y the M u s l i m s . . 

T h e y d i d n o t h i n g more ! O n the c o n t r a r y , there are a s ton i sh 

i n g ins tances o f g r a n t o f new l a n d s for t h e i r m a i n t e n a n c e a n d 

assurance o f p r o t e c t i o n o f the mas j ids w h i c h h a d been b u i l t b y 

the M u s l i m aggressors , b y the H i n d u powers^!. I n t h i s c o n 

n e c t i o n one s t r a y ins tance can be c i t e d to show confus ion o f 

the t hen H i n d u t h o u g h t . I t affords a shameless e x h i b i t i o n o f 

the p e r v e r t e d v i r t u e o f the H i n d u s w h i c h makes a n y fu r the r 

d i scuss ion i n t h i s r e g a r d a b s o l u t e l y unnecessary ! 

432-433. A f t e r M a h m u d o f G h a z n i demol i shed t h e 

t e m p l e o f S o m n a t h for the first t ime , i t was r e b u i l t s e v e r a l 

t imes b y the H i n d u s a n d des t royed b y the M u s l i m conquero r s 

as m a n y t imes ! Once when a p o w e r f u l H i n d u king^*' 

e s t ab l i shed h i s power i n t h a t r eg ion , he r e b u i l t i t w i t h a l l 

p o m p a n d ceremony, a n d under h i s able gu idance the l a n d 

a lso p rospe red . T h i s H i n d u r u l e r s h o u l d have , i n fact,. 
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d e b a r r e d f r o m e n t e r i n g i n t o the I n d i a n wa te r s a n y A r a b 

t r ade r s w h o used the I n d i a n po r t s i n t h i s r e g i o n o f S i n d h 

as w a t e r i n g a n d f u e l l i n g s ta t ions o n t h e i r w a y t o t h e 

d i s t a n t eas te rn a n d sou the rn pa r t s o f I n d i a , F o r t h e 

H i n d u s of ten h a d . the b i t t e r exper ience o f the A r a b armies 

a n d nav ies f o l l o w i n g these t raders b y sea. B u t i n o r d e r 

to e x h i b i t h i s re l ig ious to le rance a n d generos i ty th i s H i n d u 

r u l e r n o t o n l y d i d n o t s top these A r a b i a n t r ade r s f r o m 

v i s i t i n g the I n d i a n coast , bu t t r e a t e d t h e m w i t h such grea t 

d e a l o f h o s p i t a l i t y , t h a t t h e y m i g h t feel qu i t e a t home there . 

N a t u r a l l y , these A r a b i c t r aders , a c t u a t e d whe the r b y p o l i t i c a l 

t r i c k e r y o r b y r e l ig ious p r i d e , t h o u g h t o f b u i l d i n g b y w a y o f 

a cha l lenge , as i t were , a M a s j i d j u s t i n f ron t o f the S o m n a t h 

T e m p l e , r e b u i l t b y the H i n d u K a f i r s . B u t u n d e r the c i r c u m 

stances t h e n p r e v a l e n t there , t hey c o u l d no t do so by force 

o r b r a v a d o . H e n c e w i t h t h e i r u sua l craf t t h e y a p p l i e d i n 

t h e mos t cour teous a n d h u m b l e w o r d s t o the K i n g f o r 

p e r m i s s i o n to b u i l d the M a s j i d . A n d O w h a t wonde r ! T h a t 

g u l l i b l e H i n d u K i n g consented t o i t mos t w i l l i n g l y , a n d u p 

rose the new m a s j i d cha l l eng ing the S o m n a t h t emple . A s a 

m a t t e r o f fact , cons ide r ing the h i g h l y mi se rab le s ta te to 

w h i c h the T e m p l e o f S o m n a t h was r e d u c e d b y M a h m u d o f 

G h a z n i a n d o thers , t h a t H i n d u K i n g s h o u l d have w i p e d ou t 

o f ex i s tence a l l the mas j ids w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n , as soon as he 

c o n q u e r e d the l a n d , a n d t h e n a n d then a lone c o u l d he h a v e 

res to red the S o m n a t h t emple to i t s o r i g i n a l g l o r y . B u t 

i n s t e a d o f d e s t r o y i n g the e x i s t i n g masj ids he p e r m i t t e d a new 

one to be b u i l t u p a n d bes towed an a n n u i t y on i t for i t s 

m a i n t e n a n c e . F o r t h i s s u i c i d a l r e l i g i o u s to le rance (pe rvers ion 

o f a v i r t u e a g a i n !) he h a d v e r y soon to p a y d e a r l y ; because 

when af ter some t i m e the b r u t a l forces o f A l l a - u d - d i n a n d 

o ther M u s l i m aggressors a t t a c k e d G u j r a t a n d k i l l e d t h o u s a n d s 

o f H i n d u m e n a n d r a p e d as m a n y H i n d u w o m e n , a n d p u l l e d 

d o w n hundreds o f H i n d u t emples a n d m a r c h e d s t r a igh t 

t o w a r d s S o m n a t h , how d i d these A r a b s a n d t h e i r descendants 

r epay the r e l i g ious to le rance o f the H i n d u K i n g w h o a l l o w e d 

the A r a b i a n t raders to b u i l d the s a i d m a s j i d ? D i d t h e y a l l o w 
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t h e r e s t o r e d S o m n a t h T e m p l e to r e m a i n u n m o l e s t e d i n 

r e t u r n f o r the o b l i g a t i o n o f the H i n d u s — e v e n i f i t were t o 

t a n t a l i z e the H i n d u g u l l i b i l i t y a n d s i m p l i c i t y ? N o ! T h e 

M u s l i m a rmies b a t t e r e d the T e m p l e t o p ieces once a g a i n a n d 

o u t d i d M a h m u d o f G h a z n i i n t a k i n g a w a y the sac red i d o l a n d 

t h e s l ab i n s ide t h i s t e m p l e t o D e l h i a n d made t h e m fit n i c e l y 

i n t o t h e p e d e s t a l for a m a s j i d t h e r e " . 

434. Once a g a i n , when H i n d u power was e s t ab l i shed i n 

t h e r eg ion , H i n d u t emples rose u p a n d once more the 

M u s l i m s l i k e S u l t a n A h m e d S h a h r a v a g e d the l a n d w i t h t h e i r 

u sua l r e l i g ious f e roc i t y a n d harassed the H i n d u s there w i t h 

wholesa le massacres , rapes , a r son a n d o ther i n c e n d i a r y 

•ac t iv i t ies . T h o u s a n d s o f H i n d u s were t a k e n prs ioners a n d 

were s o l d as s laves i n fo re ign countries^*. S o m n a t h r ema ined a 

heap o f rubb le , b u t the n o t o r i o u s m a s j i d g rew i n i m p o r t a n c e : 

B e s i d e s the o l d mas j ids w h i c h were p re se rved a n d ra i sed t o 

g rea t e r g l o r y b y the H i n d u ru l e r s , t h e M u s l i m ru l e r s b u i l d 

t a l l e r a n d more spac ious mosques . 

435 . I t was t h i s confesed r e l i g ious t h o u g h t , the 

d i s t o r t e d sense o f v i r t u e s a n d the b l i n d r e l ig ious to le rance 

w h i c h c u l m i n a t e d i n the r e l ig ious su ic ides o f the H i n d u s . 

H o w m a n y more i n c i d e n t s m a y one c i te , w h i c h came off 

c e n t u r y after c e n t u r y a t eve ry p l ace r i g h t f rom K a s h m i r to 

E a m e s h w a r a m , i n the face o f M u s l i m aggress ion ? S t i l l one 

more ins tance m a y be n a r r a t e d here to show the pe rve r s ion o f 

ano the r v i r t u e b y the H i n d u s ; g e n e r o s i t y — m i s p l a c e d 

gene roc i ty ! 

4 3 5 - A . S i d d h a r a j J a y s i n h (1096-1143 A . D . ) was a 

v a l i a n t k i n g o f A n h i l w a d i n Gujrat^*. H e h a d a lso a v e r y 

k e e n sense o f ju s t i ce . B u t he was a H i n d u k i n g ! H e was 

de luded by the abso lu te va lues , w i t h o u t any r e g a r d t o t i m e , 

p lace o r person, o f a l l the v i r t u o u s ideologies abou t jus t i ce 

a n d in jus t ice , h i s o w n a n d the a l i e n r e l i g i o n , generos i ty a n d 

large-hear tedness ! Once d u r i n g h i s r e i g n the re was some 

d i spu te be tween the H i n d u s a n d the M u s l i m s near G a m b a y 

( K h a m b a y a t ) ! * . W r i t e s M u h a m m a d ' U f i — h i m s e l f a M u s l i m 

w r i t e r — i n h i s b o o k , Jami'-ul-Hikayat. 
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436. " I n the r e ign o f K i n g J a i S i n g h , there was a 

mosque a n d a m i n a r e t f r o m w h i c h the summons to p r a y e r s 

was c r i e d ou t . T h e F i r e - w o r s h i p p e r s i n s t i g a t e d a n a t t a c k o n 

the M u s a l m a n s , a n d the m i n a r e t was d e s t r o y e d , the mosque 

b u r n t d o w n a n d e i g h t y M u s a l m a n s were k i l l e d " 

A c e r t a i n M u h a m m a d a n , a K h a t i b o r a reader o f the K h u t b a , 

b y n a m e K h a t i b ' A l i ' , escaped a n d fled to N a h r w a l a . N o n e 

o f the cour t i e r s o f the R a i p a i d a n y a t t e n t i o n t o h i m , o r 

r ende red h i m a n y ass is tance . H a v i n g l e a rn t t h a t the R a i was 

g o i n g ou t to h u n t , K h a t i b ' A l i ' sa t d o w n b e h i n d a t ree i n t h e 

forest a n d a w a i t e d the R a i ' s a r r i v a l . W h e n the R a i r eached 

the spot , K h a t i b A l i s t o o d up a n d i m p l o r e d the f o r m e r t o 

s top the e lephan t a n d l i s t e n t o the l a t t e r ' s c o m p l a i n t . H e 

t h e n p l aced i n h is h a n d a " K a s i d a " , w h i c h he h a d c o m p o s e d 

i n H i n d i verse s t a t i n g the w h o l e case. T h e R a i h a v i n g hea rd 

t h i s c o m p l a i n t , p l a c e d K h a t i b A l i u n d e r the charge o f a 

se rvan t , o r d e r i n g h i m t o t a k e care o f h i m . . . L a t e r d i s g u i s i n g 

h i m s e l f i n t r adesman ' s dress, the R a i entered the c i t y (o f 

K h a m b a y a t ) a n d s t a y e d a shor t t i m e i n different p laces i n t h e 

marke t -p l ace , m a k i n g enqu i r i es as t o the t r u t h o f K h a t i b 

A l l ' s c o m p l a i n t . H e t h e n l e a rn t t h a t the M u s a l m a n s were 

oppressed a n d were s l a i n w i t h o u t a n y grounds T h e 

n e x t d a y he h e l d a c o u r t H e s a i d i t was h i s d u t y t o 

see t h a t a l l h i s subjects were afforded such p r o t e c t i o n as 

w o u l d enable t h e m t o l i v e i n peace. H e then gave o rders 

t h a t t w o l e a d i n g m e n f rom each class o f I n f i d e l s — B r a h m a n s , 

F i r e wor sh ippe r s (sometimes a p p l i e d to B u d d h i s t s ) a n d o the rs 

— s h o u l d be p u n i s h e d . H e gave one l a c B a l o t r a s to enable the 

M u s a l m a n s t o r e b u i l d the mosque a n d the mina re t s . H e a l so 

gave some c lo thes to K h a t i b . " M u h a m m a d ' U f i : J a m i ' - u l -

H i k a y a t , E l l i o t H I E D V o l . I I P p . 162-163). 

437. T h i s R a j a J a y a s i n h h a d gone on a foot p i l g r i m a g e " 

t o the r e juvena ted t e m p l e o f S o m n a t h a n d was a devotee o f 

S h i v a a n d h a d i m p l i c i t f a i t h i n the H i n d u r e l i g i o n . P r o b a b l y 

because for t h i s v e r y reason i n p lace o f d r i v i n g the i nve t e r a t e 

a n d c ra f ty M u s l i m enemies o u t o f h i s o w n k i n g d o m or i n s t e a d 

o f r e conve r t i ng t h e m to H i n d u i s m , even i f b y means o f force . 
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he h a d the m a s j i d s — t h e mas j i d s o f those M u s l i m s who h a d 

r e d u c e d to mere r u b b l e , n o t o n l y the t emp le o f S o m n a t h , b u t 

h und reds o f o the r t emples i n G u j r a t a n d thousands i n o t h e r 

pa r t s o f I n d i a — r e b u i l t a t the cost o f the H i n d u s a n d offered 

them a s p e c i a l p r o t e c t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o h i s H i n d u c reed o f 

r e l i g ious to le rance a n d g e n e r o s i t y ! 

438 . W a s i t ever poss ib l e for the H i n d u s u n d e r M a h m u d 

o f G h a z n i , or M u h a m m a d G h o r i or for those i n the d o m a i n o f 

the S u l t a n w h o h a d gone o n k i l l i n g the H i n d u s a n d r a v a g i n g 

t h e i r l a n d s — w a s i t ever poss ib le for t h e m to c o m p l a i n t o a n y 

M u s l i m gove rno r o f the l a n d aga ins t the d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e i r 

o w n temples ? (Le t a lone the appea l for the r e s t o r a t i o n o f 

such a d e m o l i s h e d t e m p l e !) T o c o m p l a i n i n such a w a y 

w o u l d i t s e l f have a m o u n t e d t o a viery grave offence o f the 

K a f i r s , a c c o r d i n g t o the M u s l i m r e l i g ious code , a n d for t h i s 

v e r y offence e v e r y one o f the H i n d u m e n a n d w o m e n w o u l d 

have been s o l d i n K a b u l or K a n d h a r as w r e t c h e d s laves . 

B u t such t reacherous a n d dangerous M u s l i m s were a l l o w e d 

b y t h e H i n d u k i n g s t o l i v e i n la rge colonies a n d were t r ea ted 

w i t h spec i a l h o n o u r i n o r d e r t o bo l s t e r u p t h e i r creed o f 

r e l i g i o u s to l e rance . A n d i n t h o u s a n d s o f cases d u r i n g the 

l o n g p e r i o d o f H i n d u - M u s l i m war , these v e r y m i n o r i t y 

M u s l i m s who h a d been l i v i n g as refugees i n the H i n d u s ta tes 

neve r f a i l e d to rebe l o r sabotage the H i n d u war-efforts as 

soon as there was a n y fo re ign M u s l i m i n v a s i o n . E v e n w h i l e 

t h e y were seeing a l l these t reacherous a c t i v i t i e s o f the 

M u s l i m s , the H i n d u k i n g s wen t o n p r a c t i s i n g , a n d c o m m i t 

t i n g to t h e i r m e m o r y , the precepts o f r e l i g ious to le rance a n d 

large-hear tedness i n u t t e r d i s r ega rd o f the p r o p e r p lace , t i m e 

o r person a n d , o f course, t h e y f e l l as mise rab le v i c t i m s . T h i s 

is v e r i l y the d i s t o r t i o n o f v i r t u e i t s e l f ! 

T H E G R A V E D A N G E R O F T H E M U S L I M 

A B D U C T I O N A N D P O L L U T I O N O F M I L L I O N S 

O F H I N D U W O M E N 

439. One side-issue o f the M u s l i m re l ig ious aggress ion , 

w h i c h caused a c o n t i n u o u s d r a i n on the n u m e r i c a l s u p e r i o r i t y 
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o f the H i n d u s was the d i a b o l i c M u s l i m f a i t h t h a t i t was a 

r e l ig ious d u t y o f e v e r y M u s l i m to k i d n a p a n d force i n t o t h e i r 

o w n r e l i g i o n , n o n - M u s l i m w o m e n . T h i s i n c i t e d t h e i r sensua

l i t y a n d lus t for carnage a n d , w h i l e i t e n o r m o u s l y i nc r ea sed 

t h e i r n u m b e r , i t affected t h e H i n d u p o p u l a t i o n i n a n inve r se 

p r o p r o t i o n . T o hes i ta te t o a c k n o w l e d g e t h i s h a r d fac t unde r 

t h e guise o f po l i t eness is s i m p l y a p u e r i l e se l f -decept ion . 

T h i s a b d u c t i o n o f t housands a n d m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u w o m e n 

b y the M u s l i m s is n o t such a t r i f l i n g t h i n g as t o be 

d i spensed w i t h b y c a l l i n g i t r e l i g ious f a n a t i c i s m o r s i m p l y 

b y c o n n i v i n g a t i t . E v e n i f i t were a madness , there was a 

m e t h o d i n i t ! A n d the m e t h o d i n t h i s M u s l i m madness was 

so h o r r i b l e t h a t , w i t h the m i s t a k e n H i n d u neglect o f t h i s 

so -ca l l ed r e l i g ious f a n a t i c i s m , the H i n d u n a t i o n came to have 

a p e r p e t u a l b l e e d i n g sore . E o r , as a m a t t e r o f fac t t h e 

r e l ig ious f a n a t i c i s m o f the M u s l i m s was n o t madness a t a l l ; i t 

was a n effective m e t h o d o f i nc r ea s ing the M u s l i m p o p u l a t i o n 

w i t h spec i a l r e g a r d to the u n a v o i d a b l e l a w s o f na tu re . 

440. The same l a w o f na tu re is i n s t i n c t i v e l y o b e y e d b y 

the a n i m a l w o r l d . I f i n the ca t t l e -herds the n u m b e r o f o x e n 

g rows i n excess o f the cows, the herds do n o t g r o w n u m e r i c a l 

l y i n a r a p i d m a n n e r . B u t o n the o the r h a n d , the number o f 

a n i m a l s i n the he rds , w i t h the excess o f cows o v e r the oxen , 

g rows i n m a t h e m a t i c a l p rog re s s ion . T h e same i s t rue o f m a n , 

for a t the core m a n is e s s e n t i a l l y a n a n i m a l . E v e n i n the 

p r e - h i s t o r i c t i m e s the so -ca l l ed w i l d t r ibes o f the forest-

dwe l l e r s k n e w t h i s l a w qu i t e w e l l . T h e A f r i c a n w i l d t r i b e s 

o f t o - d a y k i l l o n l y t h e males f r o m amongs t t h e i r enemies, 

whenever there are t r i b a l wars , b u t n o t the females, w h o are 

e v e n t u a l l y d i s t r i b u t e d b y the v i c t o r t r i b e s a m o n g themselves . 

T o o b t a i n f r o m t h e m f u t u r e p rogeny t o increase t he i r 

numbers is cons ide red b y these t r ibes t o be t h e i r sacred 

d u t y ! I t i s s a id o f a t leas t one o f the N a g a tribes^^ t h a t 

w h e n t h e y a t t a c k an enemy t h e y shoot s imp le u n p o i s o n e d 

a r rows a t the males , b u t i f a n y w o m e n are seen fighting o n 

the enemy s ide h i g h l y envenomed a r r o w s are used to k i l l 

t h e m i n s t a n t l y . F o r , t h e y argue, to k i l l one w o m a n w h o 



176 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY 

cannot be c a p t u r e d a l i v e is as good as t o k i l l five m e n . 

441 . T h i s v e r y n a t u r a l l a w was a d o p t e d a n d obeyed 

o p e n l y b y the aggressive b u t n u m e r i c a l l y p o o r A f r i c a n 

M u s l i m a rmies a n d t h e i r chiefs w h i l e a t t a c k i n g the ma jo r 

p o p u l a t i o n s o f N o r t h A f r i c a ^ ' . O n c o n q u e r i n g those ka f i i r s , 

t he r a n s o m t h a t was c o l l e c t e d was c a l c u l a t e d i n t e rms o f 

m o n e y a n d w o m e n i n e q u a l share*", a n d these w o m e n , 

co l l ec t ed as r ansom, were d i s t r i b u t e d b y fives or tens amongs t 

the m o s t f a i t h f u l fo l lowers o f I s l a m . T h e fu ture p rogeny 

o f these conquered w o m e n was b o r n M u s l i m a n d so amongs t 

the M u s l i m e n v i r o n m e n t s became l i t e r a l l y f a n a t i c a l . T h e 

M u s l i m chiefs w h o thus m u l t i p l i e d t h e i r numbers r a p i d l y were 

honou red as ' G h a z i s ' b y the r e l i g ious authori t ies*^. T h e l a w 

o f the M u s l i m r e l ig ious welfare g r a n t e d the v i c t o r i o u s M u s l i m 

a r m y every r i g h t to o w n the kaf i r women as c o m p l e t e l y as 

t h e i r o ther m o v a b l e o r i m m o v a b l e p r o p e r t y . 

442-443. A f t e r R a v a n a b d u c t e d See ta a n d Shree 

R a m c h a n d r a m a r c h e d o n h i m , some o f h i s we l l -w i she r s 

a d v i s e d the d e m o n K i n g , jus t before the w a r , t h a t because 

o f h i s unjus t act , the d e m o n k i n g d o m was t h r ea t ened w i t h a 

t e r r i b l e w a r a n d t h a t he s h o u l d send Seeta b a c k to he r 

h u s b a n d , because i t was h i g h l y i r r e l i g i o u s to k i d n a p her ? 

' W h a t ?' c r i e d the w r a t h f u l R a v a n , " T o a b d u c t a n d rape the 

w o m e n f o l k o f the enemy, do y o u c a l l i t i r r e l i g i o u s ? " P o o h , 

p o o h !—<M?rRT'I. i d w : "l^Rll^ErTOri; **. 

(To c a r r y a w a y the w o m e n o f o thers a n d to r a v i s h t h e m 

is i t s e l f the supreme r e l ig ious d u t y o f the Rakshasas . ) 

' P a r o d h a r m a h ' , t he greatest d u t y ! 

444. W i t h t h i s same shameless r e l i g ious f a n a t i c i s m the 

aggressive M u s l i m s o f those t imes cons ide red i t t he i r h i g h l y 

r e l i g ious d u t y to c a r r y a w a y f o r c i b l y the w o m e n o f the 

enemy s ide , as i f t h e y were c o m m o n p l a c e p r o p e r t y , to r a v i s h 

t h e m , to p o l l u t e t hem, a n d to d i s t r i b u t e t h e m to a l l a n d 

s u n d r y , f r om the S u l t a n to t h e c o m m o n s o l d i e r a n d t o a b s o r b 

t h e m comple t e ly i n the i r f o l d . T h i s was cons idered a nob le 

ac t w h i c h inc reased t he i r number* ' . 

445 . I n eve ry p r o v i n c e where the M u s l i m ru l e es tab l i -
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shed i t se l f , t he S u l t a n , the N a v a b s , a n d the N i z a m s — w h y : 

even the meanes t o f M u s l i m officers i n every t o w n a n d vil lage^ 

t h e r e i n l e v i e d o n the H i n d u p o p u l a t i o n n o t o n l y the J i z i a 

t a x fo r c o l l e c t i n g w e a l t h ; b u t a l so the he inous - t ax o f d e m a n d 

i n g o p e n l y the daughte rs a n d even m a r r i e d l ad ies f r o m the 

H i n d u r o y a P * fami l i e s a n d others o f h i g h r a n k , a n d even; 

c a r r i e d t h e m a w a y f o r c i b l y a n d o p e n l y . 

446. A f t e r S i n d h , the A r a b s d i d n o t a t t e m p t ano the r 

i n v a s i o n o f I n d i a , y e t the A r a b b a n d s d i d come here a l o n g 

w i t h o the r M u s l i m a rmies , a n d l i k e these A r a b s , a l l those-

n e w l y c o n v e r t e d people l i k e the P e r s i a n s ( I ran ians ) the-

T u r a n i a n s , A f g h a n s , the T u r k s , M o g h u l s a n d o thers f e l l on 

I n d i a w i t h a l l the f e r o c i t y a t t h e i r c o m m a n d . O b v i o u s l y 

t h e y h a d n o t b r o u g h t t h e i r m i l l i o n s o f w o m e n f o l k a l o n g 

w i t h t h e m . B u t a l l those f r o m the S u l t a n s to the c o m m o n 

so ld i e r s , as a r u l e , began t o set t le d o w n here w i t h the 

k i d n a p p e d H i n d u w o m e n , w h o m t h e y e i t h e r m a r r i e d o r 

s i m p l y k e p t as t h e i r concubines^^. L e t a lone the v a s t 

numbers o f H i n d u w o m e n o f h i g h as w e l l as l o w r a n k s w h o 

l e d the m o s t i gnob le o f l i ves i n the harems o f the E m p e r o r s , 

S u l t a n s o r N a v a b s , b u t a l m o s t e v e r y M u s l i m k e p t a t l e a s t 

three or f o u r such f o r c i b l y p o l l u t e d w o m e n . T h u s t h e 

w o m e n i n t h i s aggress ive M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y came t o b© 

more numerous t h a n the m e n , a n d p o l y g a m y b e i n g a n 

accep ted p rac t i ce sanc t ioned b y t h e i r re l ig ion^* , these f o r e i g n 

M u s l i m c o m m u n i t i e s began to g row r a p i d l y y e a r af ter y e a r , 

f r om a few thousands to m i l l i o n s a n d m o r e . 

447 . A n i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t to no te i s t h a t S u l t a n G h i y a s -

u d - d i n T u g h l a k , S u l t a n S h i k a n d a r , S u l t a n P h i r o z - S h a h 

T u g h l a k a n d m a n y o ther d e v i l i s h H i n d u - h a t e r s were b o r n o f 

H i n d u mothers^ ' ! 

M U S L I M W O M E N T O O P L A Y E D T H E I R D E V I L I S H 

P A R T IN T H E M O L E S T A T I O N A N D H A R A S S M E N T O F 

T H E H I N D U W O M E N 

448. H i n d u w o m e n were c o n s i d e r e d kaf i r s a n d b o r n 

s laves . So these M u s l i m w o m e n were t a u g h t t o t h i n k i t t h e i r 
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d u t y t o h e l p i n a l l poss ib le w a y s , t h e i r m o l e s t a t i o n a n d f o r c i 

b l e c o n v e r s i o n t o I s l a m . N o M u s l i m w o m a n whe the r a B e g u m 

o r a beggar , ever p ro tes ted aga in s t the a t roc i t i e s c o m m i t t e d 

b y t h e i r m a l e c o m p a t r i o t s ; o n the c o n t r a r y t h e y encouraged 

t h e m to do so a n d h o n o u r e d t h e m for i t . A M u s l i m w o m a n 

d i d e v e r y t h i n g i n he r power t o harass such c a p t u r e d o r 

k i d n a p p e d H i n d u w o m e n . N o t o n l y i n the t r o u b l e d t i m e s 

o f w a r b u t even i n the i n t e r v e n i n g p e r i o d s o f peace a n d even 

w h e n t h e y themse lves l i v e d i n the H i n d u k i n g d o m s , t h e y 

e n t i c e d a n d c a r r i e d a w a y y o u n g H i n d u g i r l s l o c k e d t h e m 

u p i n t h e i r o w n houses , o r c o n v e y e d t h e m t o the M u s l i m 

centres i n M a s j i d s a n d M o s q u e s . T h e M u s l i m w o m e n a l l ove r 

I n d i a c o n s i d e r e d i t t h e i r h o l y d u t y t o do so**. 

T H E H I N D U C H I V A L R Y T O W A R D S E N E M Y W O M E N 

449. T h e M u s l i m w o m e n n e v e r fea red r e t r i b u t i o n o r 

p u n i s h m e n t a t the hands o f a n y H i n d u fo r t h e i r he inous 

c r ime . T h e y h a d a p e r v e r t e d i d e a o f w o m a n - c h i v a l r y . I f i n 

a b a t t l e the M u s l i m s w o n , t h e y were r e w a r d e d fo r such c r a f t y 

a n d dece i t f u l conver s ions o f H i n d u w o m e n ; b u t even i f the 

H i n d u s c a r r i e d the field a n d a H i n d u power was es t ab l i shed 

i n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r p l ace (and such i n c i d e n t s i n those t i m e s 

were n o t v e r y rare) the M u s l i m - m e n a lone , i f a t a l l , suffered 

t h e c o n s e q u e n t i a l i n d i g n i t i e s b u t the M u s l i m w o m e n — n e v e r ! 

O n l y M u s l i m m e n , a n d n o t w o m e n , were t a k e n p r i sone r . 

M u s l i m w o m e n w e r e sure t h a t even i n the t h i c k o f ba t t l e s 

a n d i n the confus ion w r o u g h t j u s t af ter t h e m ne i t he r t h e 

v i c t o r H i n d u Ch ie f s , no r a n y o f t h e i r c o m m o n so ld ie r s , n o r 

even a n y c i v i l i a n w o u l d ever t o u c h t h e i r h a i r . F o r ' a l b e i t 

enemies a n d a t roc ious , t h e y were w o m e n ' ! H e n c e , even w h e n 

t h e y were t a k e n p r i s o n e r i n ba t t l e s the M u s l i m w o m e n , — 

r o y a l l ad ies as a l so the c o m m o n e s t s l aves ,—were i n v a r i a b l y 

sent b a c k safe a n d s o u n d t o t h e i r r e spec t ive f a m i l i e s ! S u c h 

i n c i d e n t s were c o m m o n enough i n those t imes . A n d t h i s 

a c t was g lo r i f i ed b y the H i n d u s as t h e i r c h i v a l r y t o w a r d s the 

enemy w o m e n a n d the g e n e r o s i t y o f t he i r r e l i g i o n ! F o r a 

s amp le , r e a d the f o l l o w i n g i nc iden t s . 
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450 . E v e n n o w we p r o u d l y refer t o t h e noble acts o f 

C h h a t r a p a t i S h i v a j i a n d C h i m a j i A p p a , w h e n t h e y h o n o u r a b l y 

sen t b a c k the d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w o f the M u s l i m G o v e r n o r o f 

K a l y a n ^ ^ a n d the wi fe o f the Por tuguese g o v e r n o r o f Basse in*" 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . B u t i s i t n o t s t range t ha t , w h e n t h e y d i d so , 

ne i ther S h i v a j i M a h a r a j n o r C h i m a j i A p p a s h o u l d ever r e m e m 

ber , the a t r o c i t i e s a n d the rapes a n d the m o l e s t a t i o n , 

pe rpe t r a t ed b y M a h m u d o f G h a z n i , M u h a m m a d G h o r i , 

A l l a - u d - d i n K h i l j i a n d o thers , o n thousands o f H i n d u l ad i e s 

a n d g i r l s l i k e the pr incesses o f D a h i r , K a m a l d e v i , ^ ^ the w i f e 

o f K a r n a r a j o f K a r n a w a t i a n d he r e x t r e m e l y b e a u t i f u l 

daugh te r , Deva ldev i*^ . D i d n o t t h e p l a i n t i v e screams a n d 

p i t i f u l l amen ta t i ons o f the m i l l i o n s o f moles ted H i n d u women^ 

w h i c h reverbera ted t h r o u g h o u t the l e n g t h a n d b r e a d t h o f the 

c o u n t r y , reach the ears o f S h i v a j i M a h a r a j a n d C h i m a j i A p p a ? 

451 . T h e sou ls o f those m i l l i o n s o f a g g r i e v e d w o m e n 

m i g h t have pe rhaps s a i d , " D o n o t forget , 0 , y o u r M a j e s t y , 

C h h a t r a p a t i S h i v a j i M a h a r a j , a n d O ! y o u r E x c e l l e n c y , 

C h i m a j i A p p a , the u n u t t e r a b l e a t roc i t i e s a n d oppres s ion a n d 

outrage c o m m i t t e d o n us b y the S u l t a n s a n d M u s l i m nob le 

m e n a n d thousands o f o thers , b i g a n d s m a l l . L e t those 

S u l t a n s a n d t h e i r peers t a k e a f r i gh t t h a t i n the event o f a 

H i n d u v i c t o r y ou r m o l e s t a t i o n a n d detestable l o t s h a l l be 

a v e n g e d on the M u s l i m w o m e n . Once t h e y are h a u n t e d w i t h 

t h i s d r e a d f u l app rehens ion , t h a t the M u s l i m women , t o o , 

s t a n d i n the same p r e d i c a m e n t i n case the H i n d u s w i n , the 

f u t u r e M u s l i m conquerors w i l l never dare to t h i n k o f such 

m o l e s t a t i o n o f H i n d u w o m e n . " 

4 5 ] - A . B u t because o f the t h e n p r eva l en t p e r v e r t e d 

r e l i g i o u s ideas abou t c h i v a l r y to w o m e n , w h i c h u l t i m a t e l y 

p r o v e d h i g h l y d e t r i m e n t a l t o the H i n d u c o m m u n i t y , ne i the r 

S h i v a j i M a h a r a j n o r C h i m a j i A p p a c o u l d do such wrongs to 

the M u s l i m w o m e n . 

452. I t was the s u i c i d a l H i n d u i d e a o f c h i v a l r y t o 

women w h i c h s a v e d the M u s l i m w o m e n ( s imp ly because t h e y 

were women) f rom the h e a v y pun i shmen t s o f c o m m i t t i n g 

i n d e s c r i b a b l e s ins a n d cr imes aga ins t the H i n d u w o m e n . 
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T h e i r w o m a n h o o d became t h e i r s h i e l d q u i t e sufficient t o 

p ro tec t t h e m . 

453 . S t i l l worse was the r i d i c u l o u s i d e a , w h i c h t h e 

H i n d u s o f those t imes e n t e r t a i n e d , t h a t i t was a s i n t o 

conve r t a M u s l i m w o m a n t o H i n d u i s m . T h e y f o o l i s h l y 

t h o u g h t t h a t t o have a n y s o r t o f r e l a t i ons w i t h a M u s l i m 

w o m a n mean t t h e i r o w n c o n v e r s i o n to I s l a m " . N a t u r a l l y , 

even i n the m i d s t o f a H i n d u c o m m u n i t y a n d the H i n d u 

S t a t e t h e y were secure aga ins t a n y a t t e m p t b y the H i n d u s 

a t a b d u c t i n g t h e m or t h e i r fo rc ib l e c o n v e r s i o n t o H i n d u i s m . 

E x c e p t i o n s however were v e r y rare . 

454. U n d e r these c i r cums tances , the M u s l i m f e m i n i n e 

class [fair (?) sex] was left s e r a p h i c a l l y free f r o m a n y chast ise

men t o r p e n a l t y for t h e i r share o f the c r imes p e r p e t r a t e d 

aga ins t the H i n d u w o m a n - w o r l d , a n d t h e i r w o r k o f e n t i c i n g 

a,nd ensna r ing the H i n d u w o m e n a n d f o r c i n g t h e m t o 

accept I s l a m went o n for h u n d r e d s o f yea r s u n h a m p e r e d a n d 

u n i m p e d e d . 

B U T I F 

4 6 5 . Suppose , i f f r o m the ea r l i e s t M u s l i m i n v a s i o n o f 

I n d i a , the H i n d u s also, whenever t h e y were v i c t o r s o n t h e 

ba t t l e f ie lds , h a d d e c i d e d t o p a y the M u s l i m ' f a i r sex i n t h e 

same c o i n o r p u n i s h e d t h e m i n some o the r waja, i.e., b y c o n 

v e r s i o n even w i t h force , a n d then absorbed t h e m i n t h e i r f o l d , 

t h e n ? T h e n w i t h t h i s h o r r i b l e apprehens ion a t t h e i r h e a r t 

t h e y w o u l d h a v e des i s t ed f rom the i r e v i l des igns aga in s t a n y 

H i n d u l a d y . I f t hey h a d t a k e n such a f r igh t i n the first t w o 

or th ree centur ies , m i l l i o n s a n d m i l l i o n s o f l u c k l e s s H i n d u 

l ad ies w o u l d have been saved a l l t h e i r i n d i g n i t i e s , loss o f 

t h e i r o w n r e l i g i o n , rapes , ravages a n d other u n i m a g i n a b l e 

persecut ions . O u r w o m a n - w o r l d w o u l d n o t have suffered 

such a t r emendous n u m e r i c a l loss , w h i c h means t h e i r fu tu re 

p rogeny w o u l d n o t have been los t p e r m a n e n t l y to H i n d u i s m 

a n d the M u s l i m p o p u l a t i o n c o u l d n o t have t h r i v e d so 

a u d a c i o u s l y . W i t h o u t a n y increase i n t h e i r w o m e n f o l k t h e 

M u s l i m p o p u l a t i o n w o u l d have d w i n d l e d i n t o a n e g l i g i b l e 
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m i n o r i t y . 
456. (The s o c i o l o g i c a l e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h i s c o n t e n t i o n 

has a l r e ady been offered i n pa rag raphs 439 t o 446) . 

457. B u t h a u n t e d w i t h the f a n t a s t i c i d e a o f c h i v a l r y t o 

•enemy-women a n d a b l i n d eye t o t i m e , p lace o r pe rson , the 

H i n d u s o f t h a t p e r i o d , never t r i e d to chast ise the M u s l i m 

women- fo lk for t h e i r wrongs t o H i n d u w o m e n , even w h e n the 

fo rmer were m a n y a t i m e c o m p l e t e l y a t t h e i r m e r c y . 

M I S P L A C E D C H I V A L R Y T O E N E M Y W O M E N - F O L K 

A N D T H E C O N S E Q U E N T M I S E R A B L E P L I G H T 

458. W e l l , d i d t h i s m i s p l a c e d c h i v a l r o u s i d e a o f the 

H i n d u s have a n y s a l u t a r y effect o n t he i r M u s l i m foes ? W e r e 

the l a t t e r ever a shamed o f t h e i r s i n o f m o l e s t i n g a H i n d u 

w o m a n i n v i e w o f t h i s H i n d u r e l i g ious gene ros i ty a n d h i g h -

mindedness ? D i d the M u s l i m s ever s ince re ly fee l t h a n k f u l 

t o the H i n d u s for the safe r e t u r n o f thousands o f M u s l i m 

w o m e n to t h e i r o w n k i t h a n d k i n ? N e v e r ! O n the c o n t r a r y 

t hey aga in a n d a g a i n r e c i p r o c a t e d H i n d u c h i v a l r o u s b e h a v i 

ou r w i t h the same o l d t r eache ry a n d a t r o c i t y , a n d thus h e l d 

i t to r i d i c u l e a n d sco rn . 

459. O n the c o n t r a r y the M u s l i m s were puffed u p , 

pe rhaps , w i t h the t h o u g h t t h a t i f a t a l l the H i n d u s were t o 

show c h i v a l r y to a n y b o d y , i t s h o u l d have been to t he i r o w n 

H i n d u w o m e n ! I t was t hey w h o h a d the first r i g h t t o such 

a ch iva l rous t r ea tmen t ! B u t i f the H i n d u s c o u l d n o t rescue 

thousands of t h e i r o w n w o m e n w h o were be ing a b d u c t e d , 

p o l l u t e d , a n d forced i n t o I s l a m i c r e l i g i o n , i n t h e i r v e r y 

presence, t h r o u g h centur ies , w h y s h o u l d the M u s l i m s no t 

r i d i c u l e the H i n d u c h i v a l r o u s i d e a o f c i v i l i t y t o w o m e n , even 

enemy women? O n the c o n t r a r y t h e y perhaps t hough t t h a t 

the H i n d u s d a r e d n o t t h i n k o f v i o l a t i n g or even i n s u l t i n g the 

M u s l i m w o m e n for fear o f h o r r i b l e r ep r i s a l s . T h u s t h e y 

were more l i k e l y to mi scons t rue the H i n d u i d e a o f c h i v a l r y , 

t h a n i n t e r p r e t i t i n the r i g h t sense, as to have been b o r n o f 

c o w a r d i c e t h a n o f s t r e n g t h a n d b r a v e r y . 
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T H E H I N D U S O F T H E P R E - I S L A M I C E R A N E V E R 

I N T E R P R E T E D C H I V A L R Y T O W O M E N I N T H I S 

A N T I - N A T I O N A L S I L L Y W A Y 

460. A serpent , whe the r m a l e o r f emale , i f i t comes t o 

b i t e m u s t be k i l l e d . T h e enemy w o m e n w h o enforced c o n v e r s i o n 

a n d heaped a l l sor ts o f h u m i l i a t i o n o n o u r mothers a n d s i s te rs , 

h a d b y t h a t v e r y d e v i l i s h ac t , los t t h e i r w o m a n h o o d , a n d 

t h e i r r i g h r to c h i v a l r o u s t r ea tmen t , a n d deserved n o t h i n g b u t 

o n l y the m o s t s t r i ngen t p u n i s h m e n t fo r t h e i r a t r o c i o u s c r i m e s . 

H e n c e , w h e n T r a t i k a , the s h e - D e m o n m a r c h e d o n R a m c h a n d r a 

w i t h o the r demons , he k i l l e d her i m m e d i a t e l y , w i t h o u t a 

m o m e n t ' s thought '* . W h e n S h o o r p a n a k h a , ano the r she-

d e m o n , ru shed to eat a w a y Seeta l i k e cucumber , L a x m a n 

d e p r i v e d her o f nose a n d ears a n d sent her b a c k — n o t 

h o n o u r a b l y w i t h generous g i f t s o f o rnamen t s to show off h i s 

c h i v a l a y to w o m e n ' * ! W h e n N a r a k a s u r c a r r i e d a w a y t h o u 

sands o f A r y a n w o m e n to h is A s u r k i n g d o m ( A s s y r i a o f 

t o -day) , Shree K r i s h n a m a r c h e d u p o n the d e m o n a n d k i l l e d 

h i m i n the w a r . B u t he d i d n o t s t o p w i t h m i l i t a r y a n d 

p o l i t i c a l defeat he i n f l i c t ed o n N a r a k a s u r ! H e rescued a l l 

the t h o u s a n d s o f i m p r i s o n e d A r y a n females , u n d e r g o i n g a l l 

sor ts o f h u m i l i a t i o n there, a n d b r o u g h t t h e m b a c k to h i s o w n 

k i n g d o m ; a n d thus t o o k a s o c i a l revenge ! Shree K r i s h n a ' s 

a r m y d i d n o t forsake t h e i r k i n s w o m e n , s i m p l y because t h e y 

were f o r c i b l y p o l l u t e d a n d v i o l a t e d — a d a s t a r d l y t h o u g h t 

w h i c h he never e n t e r t a i n e d for a m i n u t e . O n the c o n t r a r y 

Shree K r i s h n a as the B h o o p a t i , the L o r d o f the whole E a r t h , 

b r o u g h t a l l those s ix teen t h o u s a n d or more w o m e n t o h i s 

k i n g d o m , r e h a b i l i t a t e d t h e m h o n o u r a b l y a n d t o o k u p o n h i m 

se l f the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f f eed ing a n d p r o t e c t i n g t h e m . T h i s 

v e r y ac t o f K r i s h n a , as the B h o o p a t i , has been f a n t a s t i c a l l y 

cons t rued b y the w r i t e r s o f the P u r a n a s as to descr ibe h i m 

the h u s b a n d o f those thousands o f w o m e n . H e was l a t e r 

t hough t to have m a r r i e d a l l o f them'®. 

461 . I n the p o s t - P u r a n i k p e r i o d , whenever o u r v a l i a n t 

a n d v i c t o r i o u s pr inces v a n q u i s h e d the enemies , l i k e the 

Y a v a n , S h a k a , or H u n c o m m a n d a n t s , k i n g s or e m p e r o r s o n 
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the b a t t l e f i e l d , t h e y i n v a r i a b l y m a r r i e d the enemy pr incesses . 

T h i s seems to have been the t r a d i t i o n p r e v a l e n t r i g h t f r o m 

C h a n d r a g u p t a M a u r y a to the G u p t a E m p e r o r s ! S h a l i v a h a n 

k i n g s too m a r r i e d S a k a princesses*' . N o t o n l y ou r v i c t o r i o u s 

k i n g s b u t a l l H i n d u s , r i g h t f r o m the S a m a n t s ( f euda to ry 

pr inces) to c o m m o n c i t i zens m a r r i e d u n h e s i t a t i n g l y Y a v a n , 

S a k a or H u n w o m e n . T h e n a t i o n was v a l i a n t enough t o 

a b s o r b n o t o n l y the p r o g e n y o f those enemy-women b u t the 

whole enemy c o m m u n i t i e s i n t h e i r o w n a n d leave no t r ace o f 

t h e i r o r i g i n b e h i n d ! 

H A R M F U L E F F E C T S O F T H E B A N O N P U R I F I C A T I O N 

A N D R E H A B I L I T A T I O N 

462 . U n d e r the i l l u s i o n o f p r e s e r v i n g [the p u r i t y o f 

t h e i r o w n caste a n d r e l i g i o n , the H i n d u S o c i e t y o f the I s l a m i c 

era began to enforce, as t h e i r r e l i g ious d u t y , the bans o n 

exchange o f food , o n in te r -cas te ma r r i age , a n d o the r bans , 

even when t h e y were h a r m f u l t o the soc i e ty . I n a s i m i l a r 

w a y , a n d for the same reason of p r o t e c t i n g the p u r i t y o f 

t h e i r caste a n d r e l i g i o n , the b a n on r e p u r i f i c a t i o n o f the c o n 

ve r t ed H i n d u s a n d t h a t o n Sea - f a r i ng began to be enforced 

mos t s c r u p u l o u s l y a n d r i g i d l y as r e l i g ious i n junc t i ons . 

N e i t h e r a n y s ing le H i n d u , who was c o n v e r t e d u n d e r coe rc ion , 

no r even h i s p r o g e n y c o u l d ever come b a c k t o H i n d u i s m ; 

t he i r s i n (?) h a d no r e d e m p t i o n , no s a l v a t i o n . E o r genera t ions 

toge ther the H i n d u s b e l i e v e d t h i s to be t h e i r i n v i o l a b l e 

r e l ig ious i n j u n c t i o n ; w i t h v e r y r a re excep t ions , e v e r y H i n d u , 

f r om sweeper to B r a h m i n , f r o m C h h a t r a p a t i ( the sovere ign) t o 

P a t r a p a t i (the h o l d e r o f a pa rchmen t ) ; f r o m S h a n k a r a c h a r y a 

(the R e l i g i o u s H e a d ) to S h a n k h a c h a r y a (the p r i n c e o f b l o c k 

heads) , whe the r l e a r n e d or i l l i t e r a t e , h e l d th i s o p i n i o n abou t 

the b a n o n r e p u r i f i c a t i o n o f the conver t s u n a n i m o u s l y a n d 

u n s w e r v i n g l y f rom K a s h m i r to K a n y a k u m a r i . 

463 . O n accoun t o f these v e r y bans , thousands o f our 

H i n d u l ad ies k i n d l e d the fires o f joha r , c e n t u r y after c e n t u r y , 

i n order to a v o i d v i o l a t i o n a t the hands o f the M u s l i m s ' ^ . T o 

save themselves f rom t h i s h u m i l i a t i o n o f v i o l a t i o n b y the 
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enemies, m i l l i o n s others l e a p t i n t o r i v e r s , l akes a n d w e l l s , a l l 

ove r the c o u n t r y a n d d e s t r o y e d themselves a l o n g w i t h t h e i r 

s m a l l c h i l d r e n a t t h e i r breas ts . M o s t b r a v e l y d i d m a n y 

others d ie d e f i a n t l y r e fus ing to be c o n v e r t e d t o I s l a m , l i k e 

C h h a t r a p a t i S a m b h a j i , G u r u T e g B a h a d u r a n d m a n y o f ou r 

S i k h gurus l i k e the m a r t y r B a i r a g i B a b a B a n d a , w h o k e p t 

o n de fy ing the M u s l i m s t i l l t he l a s t even w h e n h i s b o d y was 

b e i n g cut off l i m b b y l i m b . H o w can we ever fo rge t t h i s 

unp receden ted m a r t y r d o m , unless we are ung ra t e fu l to t h e m ? 

F e w o ther communi t e s i n the h i s t o r y o f the w o r l d c o u l d h a v e 

sacr i f iced t h e i r l i ve s on such a v a s t scale o r w i t h such seve re ty 

as d i d the H i n d u s ! T h i s m a r t y r d o m o f the H i n d u s was n o t 

a l toge the r f u t i l e i n respect o f s a v i n g the i r r e l i g i o n f r o m the 

M u s l i m ons l augh t . T h e he ro ic t a l e s of t h e i r m a r t y r d o m h a v e 

been i n s p i r i n g gene ra t ions o f the n a t i o n t o offer the i r l i f e 

fo r p r o t e c t i n g the r e l i g i o n — a n d t h i s i s n o t a l toge the r 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t . 

464 . A l t h o u g h h i g h l y d e t r i m e n t a l to the in te res t s o f 

the n a t i o n as a w h o l e , a n d as s u c h d e s e r v i n g t h e severes t 

o f c r i t i c i s m , these v a r i o u s bans , l i k e those o n exchange o f 

f o o d a n d sea-voyage a n d the c u s t o m o f s o c i a l o s t r a c i s m , 

were a l l i m p o s e d b y the H i n d u s o f t h a t p e r i o d — l e t i t n o t be 

f o r g o t t e n — w i t h the sole nob le objec t o f p r o t e c t i n g the p u r i t y 

o f t h e i r cas te a n d c reed . M i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s , w h o , for 

genera t ions , suffered u n i m a g i n a b l e pangs , d i d so w i t h 

u n s w e r v i n g l o y a l t y to t h e i r accep ted c reed . W e r e t h e y ever 

h a p p y t o b o y c o t t a n i n d i v i d u a l for h a v i n g — a l t h o u g h u n w i l l 

i n g l y a n d t h r o u g h f o r c e — t a k e n w a t e r f rom a M u s l i m h a n d o r 

for o ther such reasons ? H o w c a n one descr ibe the agonies 

a n d pangs o f t h e p a r e n t s a n d o the r r e l a t i v e s a t the u n a v o i d 

able s epa ra t i on o f t h e i r sons a n d daughte rs , o f h u s b a n d s 

a n d wives , o f bro thers a n d s is ters ? H o w m a n y o f t h e m m i g h t 

have c o u r t e d dea th , o w i n g t o t h i s ex t r eme g r i e f when t h e y 

c losed t h e i r doors o n t h e m , s i m p l y because t h e y were , 

a l t h o u g h u n w i l l i n g l y a n d f o r c i b l y , conver t ed to I s l a m ? B u t 
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t h e y suffered a l l t h i s w i t h the g r i m d e t e r m i n a t i o n , viz., 

snrW i^r^w ĉ rgrg; ii^'. 
P o r the sake o f the f a m i l y a n i n d i v i d u a l i s to be a b a n d o n e d . 

P o r the sake o f the v i l l a g e a f a m i l y has to be fo r saken . F o r 

the s ake o f the s ta te a v i l l a g e has to be g i v e n u p as los t , 

a.nd for the sake o f r e l i g i o n one s h o u l d g ive u p the whole 

w o r l d ! 

465 . S h o u l d we n o t therefore be g r a t e f u l to those 

H i n d u s for the unbearab le pangs, a n d u n i m a g i n a b l e g r i e f t hey 

suffered ? T h e y were m i s l e d i n t o a c c e p t i n g those t r a d i t i o n s 

o f v a r i o u s bans as t h e i r r e l i g ious du t ies , b u t t h e i r l o y a l t y t o 

t h e i r r e l i g i o n was u n m i s t a k e n , u n s h a k e n ! W h a t was cons i 

d e r e d to be an a n t i d o t e , t u r n e d o u t to be po i s on i t s e l f ! 

B u t the object i n a d m i n i s t e r i n g i t was to g ive an a n t i d o t e , 

to save the l i fe o f the n a t i o n ! H o w can we, t h e n fo rbea r 

w r i t i n g a w o r d or t w o o f s incere g r a t i t u d e fo r the h a r r o w i n g 

m e n t a l a n d p h y s i c a l agonies t h e y suffered w i t h the hones t 

i n t e n t i o n o f s a v i n g t h e i r r e l i g i o n ? 

A N T I - N A T I O N A L I L L U S O R Y P L A T I T U D E S ! 

466 . A n effective w a y o f l i q u i d a t i n g the M u s l i m r e l ig ious 

a u t h o r i t y c o u l d e a s i l y have been a v a i l e d o f b y the H i n d u s 

•of those t i m e s , i f t h e y h a d b u t done w h a t the M u s l i m s h a d 

been d o i n g i n t h e i r hundreds o f offensives aga ins t H i n d u 

s tates . T h e M u s l i m s went on s l a u g h t e r i n g wholesa le the 

H i n d u p o p u l a t i o n . S i m i l a r l y whenever the H i n d u s g a i n e d 

a n upper h a n d , t hey c o u l d h a v e r e t a l i a t e d b y m a s s a c r i n g 

M u s l i m p o p u l a t i o n and m a k i n g the r e g i o n M u s l i m - l e s s ! 

d e v o i d o f M u s l i m s ! E v e n t h e i r ban o n r e p u r i f i c a t i o n (gf%) 

w o u l d not have p r e v e n t e d t h e m f r o m d o i n g t h i s . F o r i n 

•doing t h i s there was no q u e s t i o n i n v o l v e d o f e a t i ng or 

d r i n k i n g or o f h a v i n g a n y dea l ings w i t h the M u s l i m s ! B u t — ! 

B u t i f n o t the b a n on r e p u r i f i c a t i o n , the s u i c i d a l H i n d u 

•creed of r e l i g ious t o l e r ance was c e r t a i n l y a m a j o r obs tac le ! 
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F r o m the v e r y a n c i e n t t i m e s , the H i n d u s h a d been b o a s t i n g 

o f t h e i r h i g h idea l s o f r e l i g i o u s tolerance*", o f the equa l 

s t a tus t h e y conceded to a l l the r e l i g i o n s o f the w o r l d , o f 

p r e a c h i n g the sameness o f R a m a n d R a h i m , o f a l l o w i n g eve ry 

one to f o l l o w h i s o w n f a i t h ! T h i s t h e y cons ide red to be 

the he igh t o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n ! 

467. I n s t e a d o f m a s s a c r i n g en masse the h u n d r e d s o f 

t housands o f M u s l i m s , w h o f r o m t i m e t o t i m e f e l l i n t h e i r 

hands c o m p l e t e l y v a n q u i s h e d a n d u t t e r l y he lp less , i n o r d e r 

t o avenge the u n t o l d wrongs a n d h u m i l i a t i o n h e a p e d b y 

t h e m o n H i n d u s , the H i n d u s i n t h e i r t u r n r e f r a ined t h e m 

selves f r o m d o i n g t h e M u s l i m s even the s l igh tes t h a r m 

because t h e y were i n m i n o r i t y , a n d b e l o n g e d to a n o t h e r 

r e l i g i o n . O n the c o n t r a r y , the M u s l i n s were a l l o w e d t o . 

enhance the g l o r y a n d scope o f t h e i r o w n r e l i g i o n w i t h o u t 

the least poss ib le h i n d r a n c e . N o t o n l y l i k e the H i n d u c i t i zens , 

b u t even more l e n i e n t l y a n d w i t h more f a c i l i t i e s were t h e 

M u s l i m s a l l o w e d , b y H i n d u s ta tes o f those d a y s , to enjoy t h e 

l e g a l r igh t s* !—a fact w h i c h is bo rne ou t b y pages after p a g e s 

o f I n d i a n h i s t o r y . 

468 . Is i t necessary to a d d t h a t these ' c o w - f a c e d ' 

fo l lowers o f Hinduism*8<», p r o u d o f t h e i r u tmos t to le rance o f 

o the r r e l i g i o n s were n o t ( i n the least) l i k e l y t o h i t b a c k the 

t iger - faced M u s l i m s o n re l ig ious g rounds ? 

469. R e l i g i o u s to le rance ! A v i r t u e ! Y e s , I t c a n be 

a v i r t u e o n l y where the o the r r e l i g i o n i s t o l e r a n t o f ou r o w n I 

B u t t o to le ra te the M u s l i m r e l i g i o n , the fo l lowers o f w h i c h 

r i g h t f r om the S u l t a n s l i k e M a h m u d o f G h a z n i a n d G h o r i 

a n d others t o the v a r i o u s Shahs a n d B a d s h a h s t h o u g h t i t 

t h e i r r e l i g i o u s o b l i g a t i o n to massacre the K a f i i r H i n d u s t o 

celebrate t h e i r access ion to the t h r o n e a n d h a d been c a r r y i n g 

on h o r r i b l e r e l i g ious p e r s e c u t i o n o f the H i n d u s for n e a r l y 

a t h o u s a n d years , was t a n t a m o u n t t o cu t the t h r o a t o f one ' s 

o w n r e l i g i o n ! I t was n o t t o l e r ance t o w a r d s o the r r e l i g i o n s , 

i t was to lerance o f i r r e l i g i o n ! I t was n o t even to le rance , 

i t was i m p o t e n c e ! B u t t h i s t r u t h never d a w n e d u p o n the 

H i n d u soc ie ty o f those days even af ter the h o r r i b l e expe r i ence 
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o f a t h o u s a n d years o r so. T h e y on t h e i r own p a r t wen t o n 

t o l e r a t i n g even such a h ideous r e l i g i o n as the I s l a m a n d 

c o n s i d e r e d i t a g lo r ious v i r t u e o f t he i r o w n — a s p e c i a l 

o r n a m e n t i n the c rown o f the H i n d u c o m m u n i t y ! 

470 . 0 t h o u H i n d u s o c i e t y ! O f a l l the s ins a n d w e a k 

nesses, w h i c h have b r o u g h t a b o u t t h y f a l l , the greates t a n d 

m o s t po ten t are t h y v i r t u e s themselves . 

471-472. A h i m s a (non-violence) , k i n d n e s s , c h i v a l r y 

even t o w a r d s the e n e m y w o m e n , p r o t e c t i o n o f an ab j ec t ly 

c a p i t u l a t i n g enemy, f^'JI'T^ (forgiveness, a glorious-

e m b l e m for the b r a v e ! ) a n d r e l ig ious to le rance were a l l 

v i r t u e s no d o u b t — v e r y nob le v i r t u e s ! B u t i t i s b l i n d a n d 

s l o v e n l y — e v e n i m p o t e n t — a d o p t i o n o f a l l these v e r y v i r t u e s , 

i r r e spec t i ve o f a n y c o n s i d e r a t i o n g i v e n to the p r o p r i e t y o f 

t i m e , p l ace o r persons t h a t so h o r r i b l y v a n q u i s h e d t h e m i n 

the m i l l i e n n i a l H i n d u - M u s l i m w a r o n the r e l i g i o u s f ron t . 

F o r 

[ E v e r y v i r t u o u s ac t done w i t h o u t the leas t r e g a r d to-

the p r o p r i e t y o f the persons c o n c e r n e d — w i t h o u t the l eas t 

t h o u g h t whe the r the o the r p e r s o n deserves such n o b l e 

t r e a t m e n t o r not—becomes a g l a r i n g v i ce m o s t h a r m f u l to-

the t r u e r e l ig ion . ] 



C H A P T E R I X 

S U P E R - D I A B O L I C C O U N T E R - O F F E N S I V E 
T H E O N L Y A N S W E R 

473 I t has a l r e a d y been shown i n the ea r l i e r chapters 
h o w the H i n d u S o c i e t y was unab l e to r ecove r i t s t r emendous 
n u m e r i c a l l osses suffered due to fo rc ib l e mass convers ions a n d 
t y r a n n i c a l a n t i - H i n d u laws o f M u s l i m k i n g s a n d S u l t a n s , 
because o f i t s o w n s i l l y , a n t i - n a t i o n a l t r a d i t i o n s o f caste-
differences, bans on r e c o n v e r s i o n o f the helpless H i n d u prose
ly tes , a n d t h e l i k e , a n d m a n y o the r p e r v e r t e d concepts o f 
v i r t u e . H a d i t n o t been for some p r o p h e t i c s o c i a l a n d 
r e l i g i o u s reformers , a s tu te d i p l o m a t s , g i g a n t i c t h i n k e r s a n d 
ph i losophers a n d m e n o f a c t i o n a m o n g the H i n d u s o f t h a t t i m e 
w h o t o w e r e d , t h o u g h o n l y f r o m t i m e to t i m e , over the 
a l l - p e r v a d i n g g l o o m a n d g u i d e d t h e i r c o m m u n i t y , the H i n d u 
soc ie ty w o u l d neve r have escaped t o t a l e x t i n c t i o n . 

M A H A R S H I D E V A L A N D M E D H A T I T H I 

474. T w o o f these t h i n k e r s are M a h a r s h i D e v a l a n d 
M e d h a t i t h i , the c r i t i c s o f Manusmriti, w h o u n f a i l i n g l y a t t r a c t 
o u r a t t e n t i o n , because o f t h e i r d a z z l i n g i n t e l l e c t u a l b r i l l i a n c e . 
T h e i r e x t a n t w r i t i n g s show us, b e y o n d a n y shadow o f doubt , 
t h a t even d u r i n g those c a l a m i t o u s years , t h a t i n t e r v e n e d 
b e t w e e n the first A r a b i n v a s i o n of S i n d h a n d the M u s l i m 
r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l a t r o c i t i e s i n the P u n j a b a n d i t s f i n a l occupa 
t i o n , t hey h a d p o i n t e d ou t to the H i n d u s b rave n e w ways , 
new re l ig ious t h o u g h t s , new weapons , w h i c h were c a l c u l a t e d 
to b r i n g t h e m success. 

475-476. T h e C h a p t e r on the p o l l u t i o n o f r e l i g i o n i n 
D e v a l S m r i t i , begins w i t h the l i ne . 

I t c l e a r l y shows t h a t i t was i n S i n d h first t h a t a sec t ion 
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o f B r a h m i n s , K s h a t r i y a s a n d o thers was o r g a n i z e d . I t 

d e t e r m i n e d t o i m p r o v e the code o f soc i a l a n d r e l i g i o u s 

b e h a v i o u r o f the H i n d u s as m u c h , a t leas t , as t o recupera te 

the n u m e r i c a l l y s tupendous losses suffered a t the hands o f the 

M u s l i m s . F o r t h e y c l e a r l y saw t h a t the laws o f b e h a v i o u r 

l a i d d o w n i n different s m r i t i s were i n eve ry w a y powerless t o 

coun te r ac t the a rmed r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l aggress ionof the enemy . 

T h e H i n d u leaders , present i n the h e r m i t a g e o f D e V a l o n the 

b a n k o f the Indus , once a s k e d the sage, " W i l l i t be p o s s i b l e 

t o b r i n g b a c k t o H i n d u i s m thousands o f H i n d u m e n a n d 

w o m e n , w h o have f a l l e n v i c t i m t o the r e l ig ious p e r s e c u t i o n 

o f the M u s l i m s a n d have been f o r c i b l y c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m 

b y some f o r m o f a t o n e m e n t a n d b y r e p u r i f i c a t i o n ?" T h e 

verses i n D e v a l S m r i t i c l e a r l y m e n t i o n t h a t such t y p e o f 

d i scuss ions were h e l d a t different t i m e s a n d the a u t h o r i t a 

t i v e a n d final answers were g i v e n a n d the ru les o f c o n d u c t 

p r o p o u n d e d b y M a h a r s h i D e v a l f a v o u r i n g reconvers ion^. These 

advoca tes a n d w r i t e r s o f t h i s new S m r i t i a n d t h e i r f o l l ower s 

d e c l a r e d as u n l a w f u l a n d i r r e l i g i o u s i n those adverse c i r c u m 

s tances , the v e r y r e l i g ious ac t o f b a n n i n g r e c o n v e r s i o n , as 

i t was caus ing t r emendous n u m e r i c a l losses to the H i n d u s * . 

S P E C I A L W E A P O N S F O R S P E C I A L O C C A S I O N S 

477-478. I n the a r m o u r y o f ou r r e l i g ious code o f c o n d u c t 

there a l w a y s h a d been v e r y s p e c i a l a n d progress ive weapons 

for m e e t i n g v e r y spec ia l a n d e x c e p t i o n a l c i r cums tances . A l l 

t h a t was needed was a class o f leaders t o use t h e m f r o m 

t i m e t o t i m e ! I f i n the i n i t i a l s tages o f adverse t imes o f 

the H i n d u - M u s l i m war , these spec i a l a n d e x c e p t i o n a l 

weapons h a d o n l y been unshea thed a n d sha rpened , H i n d u i s m 

i t s e l f m i g h t h a v e c o m p l e t e l y r o u t e d I s l a m f r o m the I n d i a n 

s o i l , as i t h a p p e n e d w h e n the v a l i a n t (because t h e y were 

a t t a c k i n g the enemy !) a n d v i c t o r y - l o n g i n g gods a n d t h e 

A r y a n s fough t w i t h the demons (dashyus ) . E v e n i f the same 

r e l i g i o u s resp lendence was n o t u n i f o r m l y shown b y the 

H i n d u s , i t was , i n some measure , seen i n the r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

r e l ig ious re forms o f D e v a l M a h a r s h i o f S i n d . M a h a r s h i 
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D e v a l i s s a i d to have l i v e d somet ime be tween A . D . 800 t o 

A . D . 900*. 

479. Because o f th i s r e l i g i o u s resplendence a lone , D e v a l 

M a h a r s h i c o u l d k i c k a w a y the t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g ious b a n o n 

r e d e m p t i o n for the u n w i l l i n g conve r t s a n d p r o p o u n d e d i n h i s 

•Smr i t i a n e x p e d i e n t o f a tonemen t for the s i n o f c o n v e r s i o n . 

I t has been l a i d d o w n i n t h e D e v a l S m r i t i , t h a t i f , w i t h i n a 

c e r t a i n p e r i o d o f his o r her fo rc ib l e conve r s ion to I s l a m , a 

H i n d u m a n o r w o m a n showed h i s o r he r desire to be reconver 

t e d t o H i n d u i s m w i t h due a tonement , he o r she was to be a d 

m i n i s t e r e d s i m p l e a n d p r a c t i c a l penance o f fast o r s o m e t h i n g ^ 

else a n d abso rbed once a g a i n i n the H i n d u society*. T h e 

l i b e r a l a t t i t u d e o f t h i s S m r i t i t o w a r d s w o m e n , i n the c o n t e x t 

o f the t imes , i s s p e c i a l l y l a u d a b l e . I t en jo ined t h a t the 

w o m e n f o r c i b l y c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m , or those w h o se rved i n 

t h e M u s l i m households as m e n i a l se rvan ts o r s laves be 

•considered pure af ter t h e i r n e x t menses*, a n d s h o u l d be 

c o m p l e t e l y absorbed i n t h e H i n d u c o m m u n i t y . E v e n a 

p regnan t H i n d u w o m a n , freed f r o m the M u s l i m bondage , was 

t o be cons ide red as pu re as a b a r o f g o l d after b e i n g hea t ed 

i n the g o l d s m i t h ' s c h a f i n g d i s h , once her foetus came ou t af ter 

d e l i v e r y ' . 

480 . I t i s , howeve r r e a l l y s t range , t h a t even t h i s D e v a l 

S m r i t i w h i c h was so p a r t i c u l a r a b o u t the r e p u r i f i c a t i o n a n d 

r e c o n v e r s i o n o f the f a l l e n H i n d u w o m e n , w i t h a v i e w to s t o p p 

i n g the n u m e r i c a l losses o f ou r c o m m u n i t y , s h o u l d n o t have 

c a r e d to do the same for t h e i r c h i l d r e n b o r n o f the M u s l i m 

w o m e n . I t is v e r y dif f icul t t o e x p l a i n w h y i t s h o u l d have f a i l e d 

to do so*. W e were r e m i n d e d o f t h i s D e v a l S m r i t i w h e n 

once we were t o l d of a c u s t o m amongs t the B e n g a l i H i n d u s : 

i f a c h i l d - w i d o w o r a n u n m a r r i e d g i r l i n a H i n d u f a m i l y gave 

•bir th t o a n i l l e g i t i m a t e c h i l d i t was to be s o l i c i t o u s l y g i v e n 

o v e r to the M u s l i m s who l i v e d b e y o n d the l o c a l r i v e r fo r 

b e i n g b r o u g h t u p as t h e i r o w n . T h i s exped ien t was no d o u b t * 

t h o u g h t o f b y the H i n d u p r i e s t h o o d w i t h the bes t i n t e n t i o n 

o f s a v i n g the f a m i l y f r o m p u b l i c h u m i l i a t i o n a n d the 

s o c i e t y f r o m e v e r y c o n t a g i o n of t h a t s i n . T h e M u s l i m s t o o . 
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t h i n k i n g t h a t these H i n d u c h i l d r e n inc reased t h e i r n u m b e r , 
g l a d l y a c c e p t e d t h e m . T h e s i m p l e god- fea r ing H i n d u s o n 
the o t h e r h a n d neve r for once u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h e i r o w n 
n u m b e r decreased to t h a t ex tent . I t i s qu i t e e v i d e n t t h a t 
t h i s B e n g a l i cu s tom m u s t have been p o p u l a r i z e d b y some 
S m r i t i l i k e the D e v a l S m r i t i . 

481 . T h e bas ic cause o f t h i s c o w a r d l y a r r angemen t 
made b y even those reformers w h o c o n d e m n e d the caste 
d i v i s i o n , b a n o n r e p u r i f i c a t i o n o f the ' f a l l e n ' , a n d f a v o u r e d 
r econve r s ion , was the deep- roo ted s i l l y b e l i e f o f the H i n d u s 
t h a t the p u r i t y o f the caste was to be p re se rved a t a l l costs 
a n d even a t the r i s k o f c a s t e - e x t i n c t i o n . B u t the H i n d u 
s o c i e t y o f those days neve r u n d e r s t o o d t h a t the v e r y same 
p u r i t y o f t h e i r caste was los t w h e n l a k h s o f t h e i r w o m e n 
f e l l i n t o the hands o f the M u s l i m s , a n d t h a t i f those p r o h i 
b i t i o n s on r e c o n v e r s i o n were to c o n t i n u e t h e w h o l e o f t h e 
H i n d u s o c i e t y w o u l d p e r i s h . 

482. A n o t h e r t h i n g t o be n o t e d is t h a t the p o r t i o n , 
n o w e x t a n t , o f the D e v a l S m r i t i does n o t p r o v i d e for t h e 
c o n v e r s i o n o f the o r i g i n a l M u s l i m s to H i n d u i s m as i t d i d 
f o r the c o n v e r s i o n o f the u n f o r t u n a t e H i n d u conver t s . T h e 
reason p r o b a b l y is o n l y t h i s t h a t the H i n d u s cons ide red i t 
a grea t s i n t o a d m i t ano the r c o m m u n i t y i n t o t h e i r o w n f o l d . 
E v e n the r e l i g i o u s l aw-g ive r s u p to the w r i t e r o f the B h a g w a t 
Geeta* seemed t o be e x t r e m e l y w o r r i e d h o w t o keep off the 
i n t e r m i n g l i n g o f the castes a n d subcastes w i t h i n the H i n d u 
S o c i e t y i t s e l f . 

483 . I n fine, we can say, the d a r i n g reformers i n the 
A s h r a m o f M a h a r s h i D e v a l m a d e a t leas t some p r o v i s i o n f o r 
a d m i t t i n g the f o r c i b l y c o n v e r t e d H i n d u m e n a n d w o m e n t o 
the H i n d u s o c i e t y . B u t i t seems t h a t the w r i t e r s o f S m r i t i s 
a n d the w a r r i o r s o f the t i m e d a r e d n o t use a t e v e r y s tage m o r e 
v i o l e n t means to beat d o w n the m o n s t r o u s l y v i o l e n t M u s l i m 
aggress ion . Never the l e s s u n d e r the adverse c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
w h e n the M u s l i m power h a d e s t a b l i s h e d i t s e l f firmly i n the 
l a n d , t h i s r e l i g i o u s r e v o l t o f the h u n d r e d s o f H i n d u leaders 
l i k e D e v a l a n d others was n o t a s m a l l t h i n g . 
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C H E C K O N M U S L I M R E L I G I O U S A G G R E S S I O N 
I N S I N D H 

484. S t r a n g e l y enough the above -men t ioned a t t e m p t 
o f the H i n d u leaders l i k e D e v a l was s u p p o r t e d b y the H i n d u 
soc i e ty as a w h o l e . T h e H i n d u soc i e ty w h i c h was o r i g i n a l l y 
zea lous ly fond o f t h e i r cas te - sys tem r e c o n v e r t e d t h o u s a n d s 
o f c o n v e r t m e n a n d w o m e n a n d abso rbed t h e m i n t h e i r 
m i d s t i " . N o t o n l y o n the p o l i t i c a l (cf. p a r a 357) f ron t b u t 
o n the r e l i g ious f ron t , t oo , the M u s l i m s were thus bea ten 
c o m p l e t e l y i n S i n d h . T h i s t w o - f o l d v i c t o r y o f the H i n d u s 
i n S i n d h — o f r e c o n q u e r i n g S i n d h w i t h i n t h i r t y yea r s o f 
K a s i m ' s i n v a s i o n a n d m a i n t a i n i n g t h e i r g r i p o n i t for n e a r l y 
t w o h u n d r e d years a f t e rwards , a n d o f the r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
r e d e m p t i o n o f the ' f a l l e n ' , b y M a h a r s h i D e v a l a n d o thers—has 
to be s tressed aga in a n d a g a i n as i t has n o t been a d e q u a t e l y 
d e s c r i b e d , n o t even m e n t i o n e d a t a l l , i n I n d i a n h i s to r i e s . 

485. A l t h o u g h there i s v e r y s lender ev idence o n ou r 
&ide t o bear ou t t h i s t w o - f o l d H i n d u v i c t o r y i n S i n d h , we 
c a n find a s t ronger p r o o f i n the w r i t i n g s o f the enemy. T h e 
M u s l i m w r i t e r s were v e x e d a t t h e i r genera l r o u t i n t h e 
reconques t o f S i n d h b y the H i n d u s ^ ^ . 

486 . A l B i l a d u r i (or B a l a d h u r i ) wr i t e s , " I n t h e d a y s 
o f T a m i m , the M u s a l m a n s r e t i r e d f r o m severa l pa r t s o f I n d i a , 
a n d lef t t h e i r p o s i t i o n H a k i m s o n o f A w a n a h a l 
K a l b i succeeded T a m i m . T h e peop le o f I n d i a h a d r e t u r n e d 
t o i d o l a t o r y e x c e p t i n g those o f K a s s a h a n d the M u s a l m a n s 
h a d no p l a c e o f s e c u r i t y i n w h i c h t h e y c o u l d t a k e refuge, so 
he b u i l t a t o w n o n the o the r s ide o f the l a k e f a c i n g I n d i a 
a n d c a l l e d i t A l M a h f u z a , " t h e secure" , a n d th i s he made a 
p l ace o f refuge a n d s e c u r i t y for t h e m a n d t h e i r c h i e f t o w n . " 
( E l l i o t H I E D V o l I P.126) 

487. H i s t o r y p laces M a h a r s h i D e v a l somewhere be tween 
A . D . 800 to A . D . 900. R o u n d abou t t h i s p e r i o d i.e. a b o u t 
A . D . 860 to A . D . 950 was b o r n f o r t u n a t e l y for the H i n d u s 
ano the r u p h o l d e r o f t h i s new surge o f r e l i g ious r e v i v a l . 
H e sough t to overcome the d i s a s t r o u s M u s l i m r e l i g i o u s 
aggress ion w i t h - s t i l l m o r e d i s a s t r o u s coun te r -aggress ion . 
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T h e w e a p o n w o r s h i p r e l i g i o u s l a w g i v e n b y A c h a r y a M a d h a -
t i t h i ^ ^ , became the mos t effective g u i d a n c e to the H i n d u s , 
l i k e the Arthashastra o f A r y a C h a n a k y a t o the g e n e r a t i o n 
o f t h e v a l i a n t C h a n d r a g u p t a M a u r y a . T o the w h o l e o f 
A r y a v a r t a he w a n t e d t o t each once a g a i n the lesson o f 
e x p a n s i o n i s m a n d v i c t o r i o u s imper ia l i sm^^ . M e d h a t i t h i , t h e 
new in t e rp re t e r o f Mamsmriti, was the sole r e l ig ious l e a d e r 
a n d pe rhaps the l a s t o f the w r i t e r s o f S m r i t i . H e t r i e d tO' 
erect before t h e p e r p l e x d H i n d u s o f the 9 th a n d 10 th cen tur ies 
a huge l i gh t -house t o w e r o f the f o r m e r A r y a n i m p e r i a l i s m 
a n d e x p a n s i o n i s m o f C h a n a k y a a n d t o regenerate i n t o t h e m 
new courage t o p u s h ahead d e t e r m i n e d l y a n d s t r i k e h a r d a t 
the aggressor. H i s i n t e n t i o n was c l e a r l y t o a n i m a t e h is 
s o c i e t y w i t h the v i b r a n t i n s p i r a t i o n t o repulse i n s t a n t l y the-
a r m e d r e l ig ious aggress ion o f the M u s l i m s o f those t imes i n 
the same magn i f i cen t t r a d i t i o n o f the A r y a n empires o f o l d 
a n d w i t h t h e i r m i l i t a r y s t r a t e g y i n fighting d o w n t h e 
aggress ive R a k s h a s a s (enemies). H e w a n t e d the H i n d u s t o 
e s t ab l i sh n o t o n l y t h e o l d empi re o f A r y a v a r t a , b u t t o 
conquer a n d a n n e x the M u s l i m states even b e y o n d the l imits-
o f A r y a v a r t a a n d e s t a b l i s h H i n d u i s m there , i f necessary 
even w i t h force. T h e A r y a n s l o g a n ' K r u n v a n t o V i s h v a m 
A r y a m " ( W e are g o i n g to m a k e the who le w o r l d A r y a n ) o f 
the V e d i c t imes resounds i n c e s s a n t l y t h r o u g h o u t h i s 
c r i t i q u e on Mamsmriti-

488 . T h e r e h a d been a great confus ion w r o u g h t i n t h e 
H i n d u S o c i e t y ove r a t h o u s a n d years o r so p r e c e d i n g 
M e d h a t i t h i ' s age b y the a n t i - n a t i o n a l a n d imbec i l e soc ia l 
t r a d i t i o n s , ( w h i c h we have m e n t i o n e d so fa r a n d w i l l m e n t i o n 
hereafter) abou t the d i f f e r en t i a t i on o f caste, r e l i g i o u s 
to le rance a n d fear o f p o l l u t i o n , w h i c h a p p e a r e d as i f l a i d 
d o w n b y the s m r i t i s (Vedas) a n d r u l e d as per the i n j u n c t i o n 
o f the S m r i t i s . T h e c r i t i c M e d h a t i t h i was the o n l y one 
w h o o n seeing the mise rab le p l i g h t o f the H i n d u s d e t e r m i n e d 
t o check t h e i r d o w n w a r d course a n d convulse the i m b e c i l e 
a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l l y s tagnant H i n d u soc ie ty i n t o i t s o r i g i n a l 
A r y a n f o r m . N a t u r a l l y , he dec ided to c r i t i c i s e Mamsmriti 
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i t s e l f w h i c h was cons idered t o be the b a s i c f o u n d a t i o n of a l l 
o ther s m r i t i s . H e r u t h l e s s l y t e s t e d the laws o f p o l i t i c a l 
conduc t p r o p o u n d e d t h e r e i n o n the a n v i l o f C h a n a k y a ' s 
•Arthashastra^^. I n t h i s w a y , w i t h the o r i g i n a l M a n u s m r i t i 
o f the A r y a n s i n one h a n d a n d the e m p i r e - w o r s h i p p i n g , 
c o n q u e s t - l o v i n g K a u t i l y a ' s Arthashastra i n the o ther 
M e d h a t i t h i dec l a red as i r r e l i g i o u s a l l the codes of conduc t 
w h i c h h a d been rendered i m p o t e n t because o f the i m b e c i l e 
a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l l y s t e r i l e H i n d u A h i m s a i ^ . W i t h one s t r o k e 
o f r emons t r ance l i k e the f o l l o w i n g :— 

489. m ^? ?Î JT: i 

l i e r endered n o t o n l y a l l the s i l l y 'codes o f c o n d u c t ' buc 
e v e n the s m r i t i s t h a t c a l l e d t h e m cas te- laws abso lu t e ly 
de func t a n d va lue les s . 

490. M o s t p r o b a b l y M e d h a t i t h i m i g h t have seen a n d 
h e a r d a b o u t a l l the r e l ig ious p e r s e c u t i o n b y the M u s l i m s i n 
S i n d h a n d the P u n j a b a n d the f a i l u r e o f the H i n d u s , fo r 
va r i ous reasons a l r e a d y d i scussed , to avenge i t o r even to 
coun te rac t i t e f fec t ively . N a t u r a l l y , i n o rde r to d i n once 
a g a i n i n t o the ears o f the t hen defeated, f a l l en a n d p e r p l e x e d 
A r y a n n a t i o n the echoes o f the s m r i t i s o f the o l d A r y a v a r t a , 
w h i c h was on i t s w a y to g l o r y a n d w h i c h ' w i t h the m o t t o 
^cjriiit s t l ^ o n i t s banner was c o n q u e r i n g i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s , 
M e d h a t i t h i p i c k e d u p a n d e x t o l l e d i n h is o w n c r i t i q u e , as 
M a n u ' s o r i g i n a l c o m m a n d m e n t s , o n l y the w a r l i k e , a rms-ador 
i n g , a n d i m p e r i a l i s t i c r e l i g i o u s r i tes a n d precepts . A l l others 
he c o n d e m n e d as ^<cii^: ( smr i t i s aga ins t the Vedas) ! H i s 

t h u n d e r i n g sentences d i d n o t befit the t h e n powerless H i n d u 
k i n g s , n o r c o u l d those k i n g s u t t e r t h e m w i t h p rope r d i g n i t y 
a n d g randeu r . Those precepts were r e a l l y mean t for a n 
E m p e r o r l i k e C h a n d r a g u p t a or E m p e r o r P u s h y a m i t r a ! 

491-492. M e d h a t i t h i c l e a r l y declares t h a t t o i n v a d e 
ano the r k i n g d o m — e s p e c i a l l y , a n enemy s ta te—can n e v e r be 
a n in jus t ice i n p o l i t i c a l science^^. I t i s , o n the o the r h a n d , the 
d u t y o f a k i n g , he s a i d , to pounce u p o n the n o n - H i n d u 
enemy and c rush h i m before he grows power fu l enough t o 
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i n v a d e the fo rmer . I n s t a t e s m a n s h i p , the p r o t e c t i o n o f the 
A r y a v a r t a i s the supreme d u t y o f a k i n g . T h a t i s w h y he 
condemns as s u i c i d a l , d i l a t o r y a n d so adverse to the k i n g l y 
d u t y , e v e r y t h i n g t h a t the o the r i m p u d e n t , f o o l h a r d y c r i t i c s 
r e commend as p rope r code o f c o n d u c t : viz. t h a t w h i l e a t t a c k 
i n g a fo re ign k i n g d o m , a n d espec ia l ly the M u s l i m k i n g d o m , 
the A r y a n k i n g s s h o u l d n o t s t r i k e t i l l t h e o ther g ives offence 
o f some sor t o r the o t h e r . " O n the c o n t r a r y , he says 
t h a t the n e i g h b o u r i n g k i n g is an enemy is i n i t s e l f h i s 
f a u l t " ; at a n oppo r tune m o m e n t he s h o u l d be p o u n c e d u p o n 
•and c rushed . W h a t more , i f the n e i g h b o u r i n g n o n - A r y a n 
k i n g d o m is seen to be g e t t i n g s t ronger a n d m i g h t i e r t h a n 
ou r A r y a n s ta te , whe the r i t i s g u i l t y o f a n y t a n g i b l e offence 
or no t , we s h o u l d ourse lves f o r m a l l i ance w i t h o ther f r i e n d l y 
or u n f r i e n d l y powers a n d go to war aga ins t t h i s n o n - A r y a n 
s ta te , the m o m e n t we are assured o f success. 

493. T h r o u g h o u t the c r i t i c a l t r ea t i se o f M e d h a t i t h i one 
•dominant a s p i r a t i o n makes i t s e l f fe l t on a lmos t e v e r y page 
t h ^ t the s m a l l e r s tates o f Sh reeman B h o j r a j , the R a j p u t 
p r i n c e s a n d o the r H i n d u k i n g s s h o u l d be u n i t e d i n t o a 
p o w e r f u l k i n g d o m a n d once aga in a m i g h t y empi re l i k e the 
o l d — n a y a n i n v i n c i b l e a n d v i c t o r i o u s B h a r a t i y a E m p i r e — 
s h o u l d r ise o n the I n d i a n s o i l . F r o m t h i s p o i n t o f v i ew , 
w h i l e w r i t i n g about the o ther k i n g l y du t ies he has emphas ized 
one, viz. t h a t even before the M l e n c h c h a s (non-Aryans ) a t t a c k 
an A r y a n s t a te , the l a t t e r s h o u l d m a r c h aga ins t the enemy 
k i n g d o m . Once y o u are engaged i n w a r w i t h the enemy, y o u 
s h o u l d t h r o w k indness a n d generos i ty to the w i n d s a n d c rush 
the enemy o u t r i g h t . T h e c ra f ty enemy s h o u l d be s t r u c k 
d o w n w i t h s u p e r - c u n n i n g a n d s k i l f u l decep t ion u n d e r a n y 
p r e t ex t whatsoever . I n w a r the so-ca l led v i r t u e s l i k e hones ty , 
s i m p l i c i t y , cons i s t ency i n speech a n d a c t i o n a n d pol i teness , 
g e n t i l i t y a n d generos i ty themse lves p rove fa ta ! to the n a t i o n . 
H e n c e , a k i n g s h o u l d not f a l l a p r e y to t h e m — s h o u l d keep 
h i m s e l f a l o o f f r o m t h e m . 

494. M e d h a t i t h i has m o s t p o w e r f u l l y expounded t h i s 
sor t of s t e rn p o l i t i c a l t heo ry (ethics). F o r is was abso lu t e ly 
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es sen t i a l f o r s a v i n g the H i n d u s f rom comple te a n n i h i l a t i o n 
a t the hands o f t h e M u s l i m s because o f t h e i r s i m p l i c i t y . T o 
teach t h e m the a r c h - d i p l o m a c y o f A r y a C h a n a k y a was h i s 
sole a i m . M e d h a t i t h i p l a i n l y says t h a t the A r y a d h a r m a n o 
where decrees t h a t the A r y a n s s h o u l d confine themselves t o 
the b o u n d a r i e s o f A r y a v a r t a . O n t h e c o n t r a r y the , p i t h a n d 
m a r r o w o f the r e l i g ious code o f the H i n d u s , he says , i s t h a t 
i f t he m i g h t y A r y a n k i n g s i n v a d e the n o n - A r y a n k i n g d o m s 
b e y o n d the A r y a v a r t a a n d conquer t h e m a n d i m m e d i a t e l y 
s p r e a d t h e i r A r y a d h a r m a there a n d finally e s t ab l i sh t h e i r 
e m p i r e i n those l a n d s , t hen even those fo rmer n o n - A r y a n 
l a n d s s h o u l d thereaf ter be cons ide red A r y a n l ands a n d 
i n c o r p o r a t e d i n A r y a v a r t a Î * 

495. A t leas t some H i n d u states^' o f those t i m e s f o l l o w e d 
these precepts o f M e d h a t i t h i a n d l i k e C h a n a k y a ' s i d e a l 
d i s c i p l e , C h a n d r a g u p t a , l i t e r a l l y crossed the b o u n d a r i e s o f 
A r y a v a r t a a n d waged successful w a r s aga in s t the M u s l i m 
powers . A l t h o u g h t o the n o r t h , the f r o n t i e r H i n d u states 
were fo rced , n o t to cross b u t t o defend t h e i r b o u n d a r i e s , y e t 
t i l l n e a r l y one h u n d r e d a n d fifty years af ter the d e a t h o f 
M a h m u d o f G h a z n i the S o u t h e r n H i n d u s ta tes r e m a i n e d 
independen t a n d power fu l . So the S o u t h I n d i a n H i n d u S ta tes 
were ab le to c a r r y o u t the v i c t o r i o u s p o l i t i c a l exper imen t s o f 
the M a u r y a n era as p e r the i n j u n c t i o n s o f M e d h a t i t h i . A n d 
t h a t i s w h y the K a l i n g a s , the P a n d y a s , the Cheras , C h o l a s 
a n d o the r H i n d u states sent power fu l n a v a l e x p e d i t i o n s across 
the W e s t e r n (often m i s n a m e d the A r a b i a n Sea) the S o u t h e r n 
a n d the E a s t e r n Seas c a r r y i n g t he i r v i c t o r i o u s b a n n e r t o t h e 
n o n - A r y a n k i n g d o m s r i g h t up to the A f r i c a n coast on the one 
s ide a n d the Chinese o n the other*". T h e a s t o n i s h i n g fac t i s 
t h a t w h i l e i n the n o r t h M a h m u d o f G h a z n i a n d M o h a m m e d 
G h o r i were r a v a g i n g a n d p l u n d e r i n g c a p i t a l af ter c a p i t a l a n d 
t emple after t emp le o f the H i n d u s , a n d t r a m p l i n g d o w n t h e i r 
power fu l k i n g d o m s , i n the S o u t h the co lossa l temples l i k e 
the one a t B h u v a n e s h w a r were b e i n g erected*'-. K i n g s l i k e 
R a j e n d r a C h o l a m a r c h e d w i t h t h e i r m i g h t y v i c t o r i o u s n a v a l 
forces, t h r o u g h B u r m a , P e g u , the A n d a m a n s a n d the N i c o b a r s 
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a n d o the r a r ch ipe l agos i n the E a s t e r n Sea**. T h e y v i s i t e d the 
H i n d u confedera te s tates i n J a v a , I n d o - C h i n a , a n d T h a i l a n d , 
c o n q u e r e d t h e L a k h a d i v a n d M a l d i v a i s l a n d states i n the 
W e s t e r n Sea , a n d finally c o n q u e r i n g C e y l o n h o i s t e d t h e i r 
i n v i n c i b l e flag on the S o u t h e r n Ocean* ' . 

496. I t i s doubt less t ha t o n the s t r eng th o f r e l i g ious 
a u t h o r i t y o f M e d h a t i t h i i l l u m i n e d b y the g lo r i ous t r a d i t i o n 
o f C h a n a k y a these v i c t o r i o u s H i n d u n a v a l forces conquered 
k i n g d o m after k i n g d o m b e y o n d the grea t seas a n d a n n e x e d 
t h e m to the A r y a n emp i r e . T h i s was a c c o m p l i s h e d n o t o n the 
h o b b y horse o f t i g h t c o n v e n t i o n s , a n d r i g i d i n junc t ions w h i c h 
came i n t o force a c e n t u r y or t w o before, b u t because o f the 
e n l i g h t e n i n g a n d g u i d i n g commen ta r i e s o f M e d h a t i t h i . 



C H A P T E R X 

I N T E R M I T T E N T H I N D U R E T A L I A T I O N A G A I N S T 
M U S L I M R E L I G I O U S A G G R E S S I O N 

4 9 7 . A t the e n d o f a n ea r l i e r chap te r we h a d expressed 
our as ton i shment as to h o w the H i n d u S o c i e t y d i d n o t p e r i s h 
Comple te ly i n sp i te o f the v a r i o u s defects o f class-differences, 
b a n o n r econve r s ion , m i s c o n c e p t i o n s about v i r t u e s a n d t h e 
l i k e , a n d h o w i t escaped w i t h the loss o f o n l y some m i l l i o n s ; 
o f H i n d u s c o n v e r t e d . F o r , b e y o n d the f ron t i e r s o f I n d i a 
wherever such M u s l i m r e l i g ious aggress ion t o o k p lace , the 
na t i ve s there were t o t a l l y d e p r i v e d o f t h e i r re l ig ions^ . T h e 
n o r t h e r n coast o f A f r i c a u p to S p a i n a n d the A s i a n l ands u p 
to the f ron t i e r s o f I n d i a were t o t a l l y c o n v e r t e d t o I s l a m . 
B u t i n I n d i a a lone t h e i r a t t e m p t s were n o t c o m p l e t e l y 
successful*. A t the t ime of M u h a m m a d K a s i m ' s i n v a s i o n o f 
S i n d h i n the 8 t h c e n t u r y a n d t h e n f rom the 11 th c e n t u r y i.e.. 
for n e a r l y a t housand years f r o m the m a r a u d i n g e x p e d i t i o n 
o f M a h m u d o f G h a z n i a n d o f G h o r i t o the comple t e o v e r t h r o w 
o f the M o g h u l [empire b y the Peshwas i n the 18 th c e n t u r y , 
the M u s l i m invader s v i o l e n t l y con-verted l a k h s o f H i n d u s a n d 
t r i e d to m u l t i p l y t h e i r numbers . T h e c i r cums tances i n t h i s 
l a n d — m o s t adverse for the H i n d u s — a l s o f a v o u r e d t h e m . 
W h y t h e n d i d the M u s l i m s f a i l to d e s t r o y the H i n d u S o c i e t y 
c o m p l e t e l y ? 

498. T h e first reason w h i c h c a n e x p l a i n t h i s s t r a n g e 
occurrence is the p o l i t i c a l defeat w h i c h the H i n d u s i n f l i c t e d 
o n these M u s l i m s . I n t h e i n i t i a l stages B h i m ' a n d R a n a 
P r a t a p * a n d other R a j p u t p r inces a n d n e x t the H i n d u k i n g s 
o f V i j ayanaga r^ h a d rendered the M u s l i m p o w e r ou t o f g e a r 
a n d c r i p p l e d i t . L a s t l y the M a r a t h a s d e a l t i t d e a d l y b l o w s 
a n d fluttered t h e i r v i c t o r i o u s banne r u n d e r the l e a d e r s h i p o f 
the P e s h w a r r i g h t u p to A t t o c k . T h i s p o l i t i c a l defea t o f t h e 
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M u s l i m s a t the hands of the H i n d u s , -which is w e l l k n o w n t o 
a l l , made i t imposs ib l e for the M u s l i m s to b r i n g a l l the H i n d u s 
unde r t h e i r green flag. 

499 . B u t the o the r po ten t reason fo r t h i s strange-
p h e n o m e n o n is t h a t t he re arose f rom t i m e t o t i m e he ro ic m e n 
a n d w o m e n -warriors w h o s t a u n c h l y opposed the a r m e d 
re l ig ious aggress ion o f the M u s l i m s w i t h coun te r - aggres s ion 
f o l l o w i n g the precepts o f M a h a r s h i D e v a l a n d M e d h a t i t h i . I t 
i s t h i s coun te r -aggress ion o n the re l ig ious f ron t b y t h e 
H i n d u s t h a t has r e a l l y s a v e d the H i n d u soc ie ty f r o m t o t a l 
e x t i n c t i o n . Some s t r a y i n c i d e n t s are c i t e d here to show h o w 
the H i n d u s d i d i t . 

500 . (1) A f t e r the M u s l i m s conquered S i n d h , t h e 
ce l eb ra t ed B a p p a R a v a l o f M e v a d * a t t a c k e d n o t o n l y S i n d b 
b u t the M u s l i m s t rongho lds b e y o n d t h a t l a n d a n d a n n e x e d 
t h e m to h i s t e r r i t o r y . H e even went fu r the r . A s the R a s s o s 
( P o l i t i c a l b iograph ies ) o f the R a j p u t p r inces t e l l us, he 
m a r r i e d a M u s l i m princess^ who was c a p t u r e d a t the final 
M u s l i m r o u t a n d k e p t her i n h is ha rem a long w i t h h is o the r 
queens. H i s offsprings f rom t h i s M u s l i m c o n v e r t e d p r incess 
were respec ted i n the soc i e ty as b o r n i n the f a m i l y o f t h e 
S u n god*. I n respect o f t h i s p rogeny o f the K i n g o f M e v a d , 
t h e H i n d u s of t h a t t i m e d i d n o t a l w a y s ac t w i t h f o o l i s h 
r e l i g i o e i t y o f the M a r a t h a s w h o refused t o accept the s o n o f 
the v a l i a n t B a j i r a o P e s h w a f rom h i s M u s l i m wife , M a s t a n i , 
a n d forced the c h i l d b a c k i n t o the M u s l i m society^. 

501 . (2) R a v a l C h e c h a k o f J a i s a l m i r m a r r i e d the d a u 
gh te r o f S u l t a n H a i b a t k h a n , n a m e d S o m a l d e v i a n d e s t ab l i shed 
her h o n o u r a b l y i n h i s Y a d a v race^". 

602 . (3) W h e n K n n w a r J a g m a l , the e ldest son o f R a o 
M a l l i n a t h R a t h o d o f M a r w a d h e r o i c a l l y defeated the M u s l i m 
S u l t a n o f G u j a r a t a n d a n n e x e d i t to h i s o w n d o m a i n , he-
m a r r i e d p u b l i c l y the daugh te r o f the S u l t a n , c a l l e d G i n d o l i 
w h o was r e n o w n e d for her e x c e p t i o n a l beau ty , a n d e s t ab l i shed 
h i s offsprings, b o r n o f her, amongs t the h i g h r a n k e d J a g i r d a r s 
of M a r w a d a n d a s s i m i l a t e d t h e m amongs t the R a j p u t s 
c o m p l e t e l y ! ! . 



•200 S I X G L O R I O U S E P O C H S O F I N D I A N H I S T O R Y 

503. (4) Bes ides a l l these, the H i n d u s here a n d the re 
seem to have effected b o l d , p r u d e n t counte r - s t rokes to the 
t e r r i b l e c a l a m i t y o f the mass convers ions o f H i n d u s b y the 
M u s l i m aggressors, a n d f o i l e d t h e i r attempts^*. F o r i n s t ance , 
B a i m a l , the K i n g o f M a r w a d , c a p t u r e d 600 M u s l i m w o m e n , 
a n d after r e c o n v e r t i n g t h e m to H i n d u i s m m a r r i e d t h e m 
p u b l i c l y to severa l nob l emen o f h i s cour t . 

504 . (5) K u m b h a ' r a n a o f M e v a d l i k e w i s e defeated t h e 
M u s l i m s t a k i n g a l l the c a p t u r e d M u s l i m w o m e n t o h is k i n g 
d o m . H e r econve r t ed t h e m a n d m a r r i e d t h e m t o h i s 
nob lemen as per t he i r wishes^*. 

505 . (6) T h e c e l e b r a t e d h i s t o r i a n o f R a j a s t a n , M a j o r 
T o d , has n a r r a t e d m a n y more ins tances o f t h i s t y p e . 

506. (7) T h e different p o l i t i c a l h i s to r i e s , c a l l e d Rassos 
o f the R a j p u t r o y a l f a m i l i e s , also m e n t i o n m a n y ins tances o f 
t h i s t y p e o f c o n v e r s i o n a n d a s s i m i l a t i o n o f M u s l i m w o m e n 
i n t o the H i n d u soc i e ty . 

. 5 0 7 . (8) R a j a J a y a s t h i t i o f N e p a l a lso avenged M u s l i m 
r e l i g ious aggress ion i n l i k e manner . H e too f o l l o w e d M e d h a t i 
t h i ' s p o l i c y o f c r u s h i n g the w i c k e d enemy. A b o u t A . D . 1360, 
S h a m s u d d i n , the N e w a b o f B e n g a l , a t t a c k e d N e p a l a n d p l a y e d 
h a v o c there , d e s t r o y i n g m a n y H i n d u a n d B u d d h i s t t emples , 
c o n v e r t i n g v i o l e n t l y hund reds o f H i n d u a n d B u d d h i s t 
subjects . W h e n t h i s b r a v e H i n d u K i n g came to the t h rone 
he m a d e N e p a l a h o t - b e d for the M u s l i m s , d r o v e t h e m ou t 
c o m p l e t e l y a n d avenged the wrongs done t o h is subjects . 
N o t o n l y d i d he r e b u i l d the r u i n e d H i n d u a n d B u d d h i s t 
t emples bu t he even r econve r t ed to H i n d u i s m a l l the unfor 
t u n a t e H i n d u s a n d B u d d h i s t s who h a d been the v i c t i m s o f 
the M u s l i m aggression^*, 

508. (9) I n the h i s t o r i c a l records o f the t imes , l i k e the 
Ta r ikhs^^ one c u r i o u s l y finds the M u s l i m w r i t e r s themselves 
c o m p l a i n i n g tha t , a t the l eas t o p p o r t u n i t y , the H i n d u K a f i r s 
conve r t ed even the M u s l i m women^* to H i n d u i s m a n d m a r r i e d 
t h e m i n the H i n d u c o m m u n i t y . S u c h events , o f w h i c h no 
t r ace w h a t e v e r can be f o u n d i n ou r H i n d u h i s t o r i c a l books , 
a r e a v a i l a b l e o n l y i n the M u s l i m h i s t o r i c a l records . 
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509. (10) F o r i n s t ance , i n T a r i k h - i - S o r a t h i ' , i t s M u s l i m 

T ^ r i t e r says , " E v e n a t the t r o u b l e d t imes o f M a h m u d G h a z n i ' s 

e x p e d i t i o n s the K i n g o f A n h i l w a d a t the firstl* o p p o r t u n i t y 

c a r r i e d a w a y severa l o f the T u r k i s h , M o g h u l a n d A f g h a n 

w o m e n w h o l i n g e r e d b e h i n d a n d the H i n d u s m a r r i e d t h e m 

• u n h e s i t a t i n g l y . " H e a l so pu t s i t o n r e c o r d t h a t 'whenever 

p o s s i b l e the H i n d u s c a r r i e d a w a y M u s l i m w o m e n en masse 

a n d c o n v e r t e d t h e m to H i n d u i s m ! ' H e has also g i v e n some 

i n t e r e s t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n o n the p u r i f i c a t i o n a n d r econve r s ion 

•ceremony o f M u s l i m w o m e n p e r f o r m e d b y the H indus^^ 

510 . H e says, ' w h i l e c o n v e r t i n g the M u s l i m w o m e n as a 

class, the H i n d u p r i e s t s b u r n e d some b a r l e y over t h e i r 

heads*". T h e n t h e y were g i v e n some w a t e r m i x e d w i t h cow-

d u n g (of course i^M'M) to d r i n k . T h e n t h e y were cons ide red 

fit fo r a l l m u t u a l dea l ings a n d the H i n d u s m a r r i e d t h e m as 

per t h e i r tas tes a n d des i res . A t some places , i n the ceremo

n i a l mass conve r s ion o f M u s l i m w o m e n these H i n d u s g a v e 

t h e m p u r g a t i v e s a n d v o m i t t i n g d rugs , a n d the reaf te r d i s t r i -

I ju ted t h e m a m o n g the v a r i o u s H i n d u castes a n d classes 

•accord ing t o t h e i r r a n k s . T h e fa i res t w o m e n f e l l to the l o t 

o f h i g h r a n k i n g H i n d u s . S a r d a r s a n d nob lemen m a r r i e d 

those o f decen t b i r t h a n d l ineage w h i l e the m a i d s a n d s laves 

were w e d d e d to the H i n d u s o f t h e i r respec t ive classes. T h e 

whole p r o g e n y o f these w o m e n was c o m p l e t e l y merged i n t o 

those respec t ive classes o f the H i n d u s o c i e t y . " 

5 1 1 . (11) W h e n A r u n d e v r a i o f A j m e r overcame the 

M u s l i m s a n d ous t ed t h e m f rom h i s l a n d , he pe r fo rmed a g rea t 

c e r emony to p u r i f y the l a n d w h i c h was rendered i m p u r e b y 

the M u s l i m con tac t a n d at t h a t h o l y p lace b u i l t a b i g t e m p l e 

•and a l a k e n a m e d ' A n a s a g a r ' * ! . A l l the m e n a n d w o m e n 

w h o were c o n v e r t e d a t the t i m e o f the M u s l i m d o m i n a t i o n 

were a l l r e c o n v e r t e d to H i n d u i s m b y m e r e l y d i p p i n g i n t o 

t h i s A n a s a g a r l a k e , a n d moreove r , i t was g i v e n o u t as a 

r e l i g ious precept t h a t w h i c h e v e r M u s l i m conve r t b a t h e d i n 

th i s l a k e , w i t h due d e c l a r a t i o n o f his i n t e n t i o n , a n d a c c o r d 

i n g to some p rocedure , was to be cons ide red pur i f i ed a n d 

c o u l d enter H i n d u i s m . 
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612. (12) A m a r s i n g M a h a r a j o f J a i s a l m i r a l so pe r fo rmed 
a s i m i l a r ce remony a n d b u i l t a l a k e c a l l e d A m a r s a g a r . I n 
t h i s l a k e , s anc t i f i ed b y the g rea t ceremony, t housands o f 
H i n d u s i n S i n d h , w h o were f o r m e r l y c o n v e r t e d t o I s l a m , 
d i p p e d en masse , d e c l a r i n g t h e i r i n t e n t i o n to en te r i n t o 
H i n d u i s m a n d chan ted M a n t r a s w h i l e t h e y ba thed , a n d t h e 
r e l i g ious a u t h o r i t i e s recognised t h e i r p u r i f i c a t i o n a n d 
r econve r s ion to H i n d u i s m . 

613. (13) A reference has to be m a d e to Shree V i d y a -
r a n y a s w a m i w h o l i k e M a h a r s h i D e v a l a n d M e d h a t i t h i t r i e d 
to check the M u s l i m r e l i g ious aggress ion b y i n s p i r i n g the 
H i n d u s to r e t a l i a t e b y b r i n g i n g f o r t h r e v o l u t i o n a r y proofs**^ 
o f r e l i g ious a u t h o r i t y a n d somet imes e n u n c i a t i n g new r e l i g i 
ous laws** for the p u r p o s e . Shree V i d y a r a n y a s w a m i had . 
accepted no t o n l y t h e sup reme l e a d e r s h i p ( a u t h o r i t y ) o f the 
r e l ig ious i n s t i t u t i o n o f S h a n k a r a c h a r y a a t S h r i n g e r i , b u t 
a lso o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n s t i t u t i o n des igned to o v e r t h r o w 
the M u s l i m power a n d to e s t ab l i sh i n i t s p l ace a H i n d u 
empi re i n o rder t o p r o t e c t H i n d u i s m * * . H e p r o d u c e d n o t 
o n l y re l ig ious a u t h o r i t y for the r e c o n v e r s i o n o f the u n f o r t u 
na te H i n d u s l e a d i n g a miserab le l i fe u n d e r I s l a m , b u t he 
h i m s e l f p u b l i c l y r e c o n v e r t e d the once f o r c i b l y c o n v e r t e d 
H a r i h a r a n d B u k k a ; a n d w h e n these t w o grea t war r io r s , 
defeated the M u s l i m s on severa l occas ions a n d es t ab l i shed i n 
A . D . 1336 the H i n d u S t a t e o f V i j a y a n a g a r , he h i m s e l f c rowned 
a n d r e c o n v e r t e d H a r i h a r as the H i n d u Emperor*^ . 

514. A f t e r the o v e r t h r o w o f the M u s l i m p o w e r i n 
G o m a n t a k t h i s v e r y V i d y a r a n y a M a d h a v a c h a r y a b u i l t a t a. 
h o l y p lace a l a k e n a m e d M a d h a v t e e r t h a n d effected mass -
r econve r s ion o f the M u s l i m i z e d H i n d u s w i t h ce remonia l ba ths 
i n i t . H e also p r o v i d e d a r e l ig ious a u t h o r i t y for the fu ture 
r econve r s ion a n d p u r i f i c a t i o n . 

515 . (14) Shree R a m a n u j a c h a r y a , h i s d i s c i p l e s Shree 
R a m a n a n d a n d Shree C h a i t a n y a Prabhu*^ o f B e n g a l a l so 
p u r i f i e d hundreds o f M u s l i m i z e d H i n d u s w i t h an a d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n o f the vows of V a i s h n a v i s m . 

516 . (15) I t i s w e l l k n o w n t h a t the mos t d a r i n g and. 
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v a l i a n t Shree S h i y a c h h a t r a p a t i w h o avenged a l l the w r o n g s 
done to the H i n d u s b y e s t a b l i s h i n g a H i n d u i n d e p e n d e n t 
s t a te , h i m s e l f r e c o n v e r t e d B a j a j i N i m b a l k a r * ' ' a n d N e t a j i 
Pa lka r** w h o h a d been forced to c o u r t I s l a m . 

A C O U N T E R - A G G R E S S I O N ? 

517 . (16) T o w a r d s the e n d o f h i s carreer, Aurangzeb-
o p e n e d , w i t h h i s huge f o u r f o l d a r m y , the mos t d e t e r m i n e d 
offensive a g a i n s t the H i n d u s . Be fo re he f e l l u p o n the M a r a 
thas he w a n t e d to crush the R a j p u t s . B u t no sooner d i d h e 
go a w a y to the S o u t h , the R a j p u t s r e t a l i a t e d w i t h the same 
vehemence a n d v i g o u r a n d made up fo r the h u m i l i a t i o n a n d 
n u m e r i c a l losses o f the H i n d u s . T h e g l a r i n g ins tance o f 
J o d h p u r m a y be c i t e d here*®. U n d e r the l eadersh ip o f t h e 
p o w e r f u l M a h a r a n a J a s w a n t s i n g h a n d t h e brave Durgadas ; 
R a t h o d , n o t o n l y the M a s j i d s erected b y A u r a n g z e b o n t h e 
r u i n s o f H i n d u temples , b u t a l l o the r M a s j i d s also were ra i sed 
t o the g r o u n d a n d on t h e i r s i te H i n d u temples were b u i l t . 
T h e J o d h p u r i a n R a j p u t s r econve r t ed n o t o n l y the M u s l i m i z e d 
H i n d u s b u t as m a n y o f the M u s l i m s as t h e y c o u l d o n a n 
e x t e n s i v e scale . I f the M u s l i m armies wen t on t h r o w i n g b e e f 
i n t o the H i n d u t emples a n d we l l s , the R a t h o d a rmies cast, 
p o r k ' " i n M a s j i d after M a s j i d a n d p a i d t h e m i n the same c o i n . 
H u n d r e d s o f M u s l i m women were c o n v e r t e d to H i n d u i s m 
a n d m a r r i e d to the R a j p u t s o r were s i m p l y k e p t as c o n c u b i 
nes l i k e the H i n d u w o m e n b y the M u s l i m s before t h e m . T h e 
who le o f the M u s l i m s o c i e t y i n R a j p u t a n a was h o r r o r - s t r i c k e n 
to see t h i s ferocious o u t b u r s t o f H i n d u rage. N o t m e r e l y 
for the s i n o f e a t i n g a n d d r i n k i n g w i t h the M u s l i m s , b u t f o r 
h a v i n g cohab i t ed w i t h a n d m a r r i e d M u s l i m w o m e n , a n d even 
k e e p i n g t h e m i n t h e i r houses, H i n d u s were no longer s o c i a l l y 
o s t r ac i zed . F o r a t leas t t h i r t y t o f o r t y yea r s t h i s H i n d u 
r e t a h a t o r y aggress ion on the M u s l i m s sp read a n d g lowed a n d 
resounded t h r o u g h t o w n af ter t o w n a n d v i l l a g e af ter v i l l a g e 
i n the H i n d u states i n R a j a s t h a n . I t i s o f course , needless 
to say t h a t w i t h the dec l ine of the p o w e r o f the b r a v e D u r g a 
das R a t h o d , t h i s ferocious appearance o f the H i n d u s o c i e t y 
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a l so v a n i s h e d ' ! . 

R E A S O N ? 

518. T h e reason is o n l y t h i s t h a t the a b i d i n g s ta te o f 

t h e H i n d u m i n d a t t h a t t i m e d i d n o t f avou r r e l ig ious 

coun te r -aggress ion , b u t s o c i a l b o y c o t t . 

T H E I N N A T E C A P A C I T Y O F T H E H I N D U S F O R 
R E J U V E N A T I O N 

519. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to no te h o w s ide b y s ide w i t h the 
r epea t ed a n n i h i l a t i n g aggressions o f M a h m u d o f G h a n z i a n d 
•Ghori a n d other M u s l i m s ; a n d s ide b y s ide , a g a i n , w i t h huge 
n u m e r i c a l losses suffered b y the H i n d u s because o f t h e i r 
m o r b i d m i s c o n c e p t i o n o f v i r t u e s a n d caste-differences a n d 
the b a n on r e p u r i f i c a t i o n a n d r econve r s ion , the age -o ld 
n a t i v e m i s s i o n a r y s p i r i t a n d urge o f t h e H i n d u n a t i o n a l so 
bu r s t i n t o a c t i o n elsewhere, a c q u i r i n g no t o n l y p o l i t i c a l 
power b u t a s s i m i l a t i n g newer t r ibes o f thousands o f people ! 
T h e s t o r y o f the c o n v e r s i o n o f the A h o m ' * t r i b e i n A s s a m to 
H i n d u i s m c a n be c i t e d here as a s ample , n o t i n g at the same 
t i m e the s p r e a d o f the H i n d u empi re i n I n d o - C h i n a a n d 
b e y o n d , re fe r red to a l r e a d y t o w a r d s the end o f the l a s t 
•chapter. 

520. W h i l e hundreds of H i n d u w a r s h i p s a n d m e r c h a n t -
m a r i n e were l o r d i n g over the v a s t seas a n d oceans—the 
G a n g a s a g a r (The B a y o f B e n g a l ) , t he S i n d h u s a g a r ( the B a y o f ^ 
B o m b a y ) a n d the who le o f the I n d i a n O c e a n — r i g h t f r om the 
S o u t h e r n e n d o f A f r i c a to the v e r y coast o f C h i n a , i t was 
i m p o s s i b l e f o r a n y H i n d u t o have ever t h o u g h t o f the beg
g a r l y b a n on Sea -Voyage ! T h i s conques t o f the seas (by the 

H i n d u s ) i s a l so referred to e a r l i e r . T h e conve r s ion o f the 
A h o m t r ibe to H i n d u i s m i s desc r ibed here as a n i l l u s t r a t i o n 
o f how v i s - a - v i s the v a s t n u m e r i c a l losses suffered i n the 
n o r t h because o f the d i a b o l i c ons laughts o f t h e M a h m u d o f 
G h a z n i a n d G h o r i , t h e H i n d u s wen t o n w i n n i n g re l ig ious 
v i c t o r i e s a n d a s s i m i l a t i n g t h o u s a n d s o f a l i e n people i n t o the 
H i n d u r e l i g i o n . 
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5 2 1 . B e y o n d A s s a m , m a n y w i l d t r ibes l i v e d a n o m a d i e 
l i fe f o r genera t ions together , s u b s i s t i n g o n m a r a u d i n g a n d 
p l u n d e r . A h o m , a b r a n c h o f one o f these t r ibes , ca l l ed Shan'*^ 
began to press h a r d s ince the 8 t h c e n t u r y A . D . o n the H i n d u 
k i n g s o f V a r m a n , S a l s t a m a n d P a l ' * dynas t i e s a d j o i n i n g 
A s s a m . I n the e n d i n A . D . 1228 K i n g S u k a p h a began t o 
r u l e a l l these lands '^ . H e was the first k i n g t o c a l l h i m s e l f 
a n d h i s subjects A h o m ' ^ — A j o d — i . e . u n r i v a l l e d ! These n e w 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s o f the l a n d b o l d l y a n d success fu l ly faced e v e n 
the M o g h u l m i g h t " . S u k a p h a ' s k i n g d o m was a lso c a l l e d 
A h o m , a n d m o d e r n A s s a m , i n the o p i n i o n o f some scholars^ 
is the c o r r u p t f o r m o f A h o m " . 

5 2 1 - A . T h e m o s t a s ton i sh ing fact i s t h a t a m o n g these-
v a r i o u s m o u n t a i n t r i b e s , as a m o n g the H u n s a n d S a k a s , t h e 
H i n d u m i s s i o n s a n d miss iona r i e s t h e n e x i s t i n g there h a d 
p l a n t e d t h e p r i n c i p l e s a n d ru les o f r e l i g ious conduc t , as l a i d 
d o w n b y H i n d u i s m , so d e e p l y a n d firmly t h a t as soon as h e 
conquered A s s a m i n A . D - 1554 ano the r A h o m k i n g a long w i t h 
m a n y o f h i s t r i b e accep ted H i n d u i s m ' * . G r a d u a l l y t h a t 
who le t r ibe o f t housands o f peop le merged i t s e l f i n t o t h e 
H i n d u soc i e ty . T h a t k i n g changed h is o r i g i n a l name i n the 
S h a n d i a l e c t to Jaydhwajs ingh*" , a n a m e a m o n g the H i n d u 
K s h a t r i y a s . A l l the l a t e r A h o m k i n g s t oo t o o k for themse lves 
H i n d u names alone*!. 

B A N O N C R O S S I N G A T T O C K A N D S E A - V O Y A G E 

522. W h i l e the b r ave t r ibes , l i k e the above -men t ioned 
A h o m , were c o u r t i n g H i n d u i s m even i n i t s e v i l d a y s , t he r e 
was no l i k e l i h o o d o f a n y ban on p u r i f i c a t i o n or a n y caste-
differences t o s top t h e m f r o m d o i n g so . F o r these o n l y made 
some new a d d i t i o n to the a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g n u m e r o u s castes 
i n the H i n d u n a t i o n . Some o f t h e i r cus toms a n d manners 
were l i m i t e d to t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r castes bu t a l l o the r r i t e s a n d 
ceremonies were c o m m o n t o a l l i n s t r i c t c o n f o r m i t y w i t h the 
i n j u n c t i o n s o f the H i n d u S m r i t i s * ' . T h e b a n o n p u r i f i c a t i o n 
a n d r econve r s ion was be ing enforced more a n d more s t r i c t l y 
o n l y t o w a r d s the n o r t h u p t o the P u n j a b , s o l e l y because o f 
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the ru th less a t roc i t i e s o f the M u s l i m s . T h e res t o f the I n d i a n 
con t inen t was w h o l l y free f r o m the danger o f M u s l i m d o m i n a 
t i o n . T h e M u s l i m s h a d n o t y e t made a n y fu r the r headway . 
^Na tu ra l ly the b a n on p u r i f i c a t i o n a n d r econve r s ion h a d no t 
so far^presented i t s e l f t o t h e m i n a n y u rgency . I t s h o u l d be 
t o l d here t h a t the ban o n the c ross ing o f the A t t o c k , i.e. the 
i n j u n c t i o n a p p e a r i n g i n the l a t e r s m r i t i s , d e c l a r i n g i t a s i n 
t o cross the I n d u s a n d to go over i n t o the M u s l i m l a n d s , 
m u s t have been p r o m u l g a t e d b y our t r a d i t i o n a l i s t p r i e s t h o o d 
w i t h the sole i n t e n t i o n o f s a v i n g H i n d u i s m . F o r , i t was 
i m p o s s i b l e t ha t c ross ing the I n d u s mean t a b a n d o n i n g 
H i n d u i s m (the V e d i c cu l t ) a n d be ing p o l l u t e d , as i t is n o w 
a m p l y p r o v e d t h a t even after the ravages o f M a h m u d o f 
G h a z n i , the w h o l e o f the reg ion b e y o n d the I n d u s even up t o 
the M o u n t P a r i y a t r a ( H i n d u k u s h m o u n t a i n s ) was reconquered 
b y the H i n d u s and the H i n d u ru le spread up t o K h o t a n . 
E v e n up to t ha t t ime ' K r u n v a n t o V i s h w a m A r y a m ' was the 
m o t t o i n s c r i b e d on ou r n a t i o n a l flag. 'T raverse the who le 
w o r l d for sp r ead ing A r y a d h a r m a ' was the supreme unqua l i f i ed 
re l ig ious o rde r o f the d a y ! 

523-4. B u t i t becomes clear f r o m t h e h i s t o r i c a l fac ts 
m e n t i o n e d above t h a t i t i s o n l y w h e n the H i n d u states 
b e y o n d the I n d u s were l i q u i d a t e d , thousands o f H i n d u s began 
to be v i o l e n t l y c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m b y the d e v i l i s h M u s l i m s , 
w h o subjec ted the fo l lowers o f o ther r e l i g ions to h a r r o w i n g 
p e r s e c u t i o n . The b a n o n c ros s ing the A t t o c k m u s t , therefore , 
have been enforced o w i n g to the helplessness caused b y the 
l a c k o f a n y a rmed suppo r t fo r the H i n d u s i n those r eg ions . 
A n o t h e r p r o o f o f t h i s i s the p r o v i s i o n i n the (Smr i tya i t e ) 
s m a r t a o rder (o rde r - sys t em- la id d o w n b y the smr i t i s ) for 
a d d i n g or de l e t i ng a c c o r d i n g to the t imes a n d c i r cums tances 
the r e l ig ious du t i e s benef ic ia l o r h a r m f u l to the n a t i o n . T h e 
verse : 

'Di f ferent were the r e l i g ious r i t es 
a n d du t i e s o f the k r i t , D w a p a r a n d 
o ther epochs (ages) (Bu t ) o w i n g to 
the d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f the ages the 
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du t i e s o f m e n have come t o be 
d i f fe rent ' 

^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ?̂: 

•expresses the i d e a v e r y s u c c i n c t l y . 
525 . N a t u r a l l y w h e n the H i n d u k i n g d o m s b e y o n d the 

I n d u s were los t a n d the H i n d u s a n d P e r s i a n s a n d others were 
c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m , under unbearab le pe r secu t ion b y the 
M u s l i m powers e s t ab l i shed there, and as s u c h w h e n to go 
b e y o n d the I n d u s became as h o r r i b l e as to a b a n d o n one's o w n 
r e l i g i o n , i t m u s t have become abso lu t e ly necessary for the 
s m r i t i s t o issue the new o r d e r o f the d a r k e s t h o u r (adverse 
t imes) t h a t i t was s i n fu l fo r a n y H i n d u to cross the I n d u s , 
t h a t the l a n d b e y o n d the I n d u s s h o u l d be cons ide red a 
M u s l i m l a n d . F r o m t h i s t i m e o n w a r d s therefore , the ban o n 
c ro s s ing A t t o c k m u s t have been s t r i c t l y enforced . 

626-528. The verse i n B h a v i s h y a Puran** w h i c h descr ibes 
the new bounda r i e s o f I n d i a , a n d w h i c h I m y s e l f b rough t to 
l i g h t for the first time**. 

' T h e A r y a n n a t i o n is best c a l l e d 
S i n d h u s t h a n . The l a n d b e y o n d the 
I n d u s is made the l a n d o f the 
M u s l i m s b y t h a t great s o u l . ' 

%H TflcTRT II 

m u s t h a v e been a p p e n d e d to the s m r i t i s a t t h i s t i m e i .e . 
after M o h a m m e d G h o r i ' s i n v a s i o n . T h i s t i m e is a l so m e n t i o n e d 
i n t h a t verse i t se l f . T h e t h e n H i n d u Maha ra j a—grea t K i n g — 
w h o fixed th i s b o u n d a r y , a n d w h o is refer red to here b y the 
phrase ' b y t h a t grea t s o u l ' mus t p r o b a b l y be M a h a r a j a Bhoj*® 
o f D h a r a (C 999 A C - 1054 A C ) the greatest a m o n g the H i n d u 
ru le r s o f the t i m e . 
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S M R I T I S A N D T H E B A N O N S E A V O Y A G E S 

629. A l t h o u g h the M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l conquests i n the 

n o r t h b rough t u p o n the H i n d u n a t i o n t h i s mise rab le c a l a m i t y 

o f n a r r o w i n g the n o r t h e r n a n d no r th -wes t e rn boundar i e s o f 

I n d i a , y e t i t was l i m i t e d to the n o r t h a lone . T h e res t o f 

I n d i a , o n th i s s ide o f the P u n j a b , the w h o l e o f S i n d h u s t h a n 

was free to a s s imi l a t e newer t r ibes b e y o n d A s s a m , free to be 

the mis t r e s s o f the eas tern , wes te rn a n d sou the rn seas a n d 

e x t e n d i t s r u l e r i g h t u p to I n d o - C h i n a a n d w i n n e w v i c t o r i e s . 

S i n h a l d w e e p (Ceylon) was also a B a b y I n d i a — a s e t e l l i t e 

I n d i a n s ta te ! F o r , the i s l a n d o f C e y l o n h a d a l l a l o n g been 

r u l e d b y r o y a l d y n a s t i e s o f I n d i a n extract ion**! T h e same i s 

t rue o f the L a k h a d i v a n d M a l d i v a n d o ther archipelagos*" i n 

the v a s t ocean u p to the A f r i c a n Coas t , w h i c h were u n d e r the 

a u t h o r i t y o f the H i n d u k i n g s . I t i s f o o l i s h to t h i n k o f a n y 

o r d e r b y the S m r i t i s w h i c h c l a i m e d to f o l l o w the V e d i c c u l t , 

b a n n i n g sea-voyage a t t h i s t i m e . T h e greatest conquero r s 

o f a l l t h e quar te r s l i k e the E m p e r o r R a j e n d r a C h o l a were 

s t r i c t fo l lowers o f the V e d i c c u l t , a n d t o o k for themselves t h e 

t i t l e , ' T r i s a m u d r e s h w a r ' — r u l e r o f the three seas—as t h a t 

o f " S a m r a t " i n the n o r t h . 

S E A V O Y A G E A N D F E T T E R S 

630-533. T h e verse , f ra*^ ^STn'T ^ q ^ ' . . . c i t e d 

above i n d i r e c t l y p o i n t s to the reason w h y help less H i n d u 

l a w givers** o f l a t e r d a y s , l a b o u r i n g u n d e r p o l i t i c a l s l a v e r y , 

were o b l i g e d to c l a m p t h i s b a n on the v o y a g e o f the th ree 

seas i n t h e S o u t h . T h e reason w h i c h a c t u a t e d i n the n o r t h 

the p r e v e n t i o n o f c ros s ing t h e I n d u s i n t o t h e l a n d s b e y o n d 

was no o ther t h a n the r e l i g ious p e r s e c u t i o n o f the H i n d u s b y 

a l i e n r e l ig ious fana t i cs . I n o r d e r t h a t the i n s e r t i o n i n t o the 

o l d o r i g i n a l s m r i t i s o f new precepts a n d bans, c a l c u l a t e d t o 

meet the c r i t i c a l s i t ua t ions a r i s i n g i n fu ture , m i g h t be poss ib le , 

a new concept o f the d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f the age a n d the chap t e r 

o n rules o f c o n d u c t p r e sc r i ced i n the ^fesfsq SRRTJI was c l e v e r l y 

a d o p t e d . I t is needless to s a y t h a t t h i s concept o f the 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f the age a n d the t h e o r y o f i(iRi<fs4 t h ings d i d a c t -
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u a l l y affect adverse ly the i m m u t a b i l i t y o f the o l d s m r i t i s . B u t 
such a n i n d i r e c t change, i n the best interests o f the s o c i e t y , 
w a s u n a v o i d a b l e for the r e l ig ious l aw-g ivers o f the t imes, w h o 
sometimes modi f i ed or en larged some o l d precepts w h i l e t h e y 
i n t r o d u c e d some a l toge ther new ones. T h e verse , tki^*\ 
etc . , w h i c h occurs i n most of the s m r i t i s m e n t i o n e d above , 
bears ou t t h i s r emark v e r y c l e a r l y . I t is o n l y i n the s m r i t i s 
c o m p i l e d o r e d i t e d i n th i s S m r i t y i t e f a sh ion after the p e r i o d s 
o f M a h a r s h i D e v a l a n d A c h a r y a M e d h a t i t h i t ha t the 
u n e q u i v o c a l b a n on sea v o y a g e , d e n y i n g e v e r y sor t o f r e d e m p 
t i o n for one u n d e r t a k i n g sea voyage , a n d m a k i n g i l l e g a l the 
acceptance o f such a person i n t o his o r i g i n a l r e l i g i o n o r cas te , 
seems to have been enforced s t r i c t l y . T h i s p e r i o d s y n c h r o n i 
zes w i t h the preponderance o f C h r i s t i a n s , more p a r t i c u l a r l y 
the Por tuguese , i n our W e s t e r n Sea w i t h the Por tuguese 
pe r secu t ion a n d p r o s e l y t i z a t i o n o f the thousands o f H i n d u s 
i n G o m a n t a k (Goa) a n d w i t h the A r a b occupa t ion of J a v a , 
S u m a t r a a n d I n d o - C h i n a a n d the wholesale v i o l e n t conver
s i o n o f the H i n d u - B u d d h i s t p o p u l a t i o n of those l ands . T h i s 
was the p e r i o d when the sea-faring H i n d u - B u d d h i s t states o f 
the greater I n d i a n empire , s t a u n c h l y suppor t ed b y the 
g a l l a n t nav ies o f the Cholas a n d the P a n d y a s a long w i t h t h e 
w h o l e o f Sou the rn I n d i a f e l l devas ta ted before the M u s l i m 
m i g h t . I t was the same p e r i o d when the H i n d u ships s topped 
v i s i t i n g those d i s t an t s tates, a n d the H i n d u s l o s t a l l con t ac t 
w i t h t h e m . I t was the mos t miserab le , the mos t wre t ched 
p e r i o d i n the re l ig ious a n d p o l i t i c a l l i fe o f the H i n d u n a t i o n . 
N a t u r a l l y , t h i s mus t have been the pe r iod when the ban o n 
sea- fa r ing was s t r i c t l y a n d u n i v e r s a l l y c lamped on t h e 
H i n d u s . A n d i t i s o n l y i n the la tes t s m r i t i s o f th i s p e r i o d , 
l e t i t be remembered , t h a t the verses abou t the ban on the 
c ross ing o f A t t o c k a n d t h a t on sea-faring are to be f o u n d ! 

534. I t i s c lear f r om the above-men t ioned state o f 
t h ings t h a t i t is o n l y when every H i n d u r o v e r cross ing a n y 
o f the three I n d i a n seas h a d to f a l l a p rey to the rapac ious 
M u s l i m or C h r i s t i a n c rocodi les , w i t h no H i n d u power o v e r l o r d 
i n g the sea a n y longer to p ro t ec t h i m f rom t h a t t r a g i c fa te . 
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I t was w i t h t h i s nob le i n t e n t i o n o f p r o t e c t i n g t h e H i n d u 
soc ie ty , t h a t t h e i r fo remos t l eaders h a d to issue t h i s b a n — 
t h i s o rde r n o t t o cross the seas o n a n y occas ion . 

535 . A n a t i o n , w h i c h i s ob l iged to suffer a l l sor t s o f 
h u m i l i a t i o n heaped o n i t s na t i ve s a n d the adherents o f the 
n a t i v e r e l i g i o n (one w h i c h is o b l i g e d to see he lp l e s s ly f o r e i g n 
M u s l i m or C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n s i m p o s e d o n p a i n o f d e a t h u p o n 
i t s peop le a n d w h i c h s a d l y l a c k s the a r m e d m i g h t to w a r d 
•off t h i s d i sas t rous s i t u a t i o n , has no o ther go t h a n f o r b i d i t s 
peop le , o f course for s e l f -p re se rva t ion a lone , f r om g o i n g to 
the e n e m y l a n d s . 

S E L F - I M P O S I T I O N O F T H E B A N O N C R O S S I N G 
A T T O C K O R T H E S E A S 

536. The grea tes t m i s t a k e m a d e was t h a t w h e n these 
v a r i o u s bans were i n t e r p o l a t e d i n the o lder S m r i t i s as the 
best means o f s e r v i n g the needs o f the p a r t i c u l a r h o u r , the 
s p u r i o u s verses d e a l i n g w i t h these bans were a lso g i v e n the 
same s a n c t i t y , t h e same a u t h e n t i c i t y a n d the same i n v i o l 
a b i l i t y b y s t a m p i n g t h e m w i t h the o l d a u t h o r i t a t i v e sea l o f 

W ?R7ciJi: ( ' T h i s is the o l d t r a d i t i o n ' ) as was g iven to the 
g e n u i n e l y o l d verses . T h a t i s w h y even after the p a r t i c u l a r 
adverse t imes , fo r w h i c h these bans o n c ross ing A t t o c k o r 
the sea were o r i g i n a l l y des igned , h a d passed off a n d more 
f avou rab l e t i m e s p r e v a i l e d i n as m u c h as w h e n the H i n d u 
m i l i t a r y m i g h t unde r the Peshwas a n d R a n j i t S i n g h was 
p o w e r f u l enough n o t o n l y t o cross A f g h a n i s t a n b u t even 
a t t a c k P e r s i a , t h i s a n t i - n a t i o n a l b l i n d f a i t h i n those bans , 
howeve r , d i d n o t v a n i s h . . I t w a s s t i l l b a l k i n g the c redu lous 
H i n d u S o c i e t y , w i t h the fear o f c o m m i t t i n g a s i n i n c ros s ing 
Attock*®. T h a t means even w h e n the once benef ic ia l r e l i g i o u s 
t r a d i t i o n h a d g r o w n h a r m f u l to the n a t i o n the H i n d u S o c i e t y 
was n o t p r e p a r e d to g i v e i t u p i m m e d i a t e l y for fear o f the 
re l ig ious i n j u n c t i o n . E v e n w h e n to b r e a k t h a t t r a d i t i o n 
w o u l d have de f in i t e ly p r o v e d g r e a t l y advan tageous to t h e 
n a t i o n a n d h o l y f r o m the r e l i g i o u s p o i n t o f v i e w , the b l i n d 
f a i t h i n the o l d t r a d i t i o n t h a t to b r e a k the o l d c u s t o m was 
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t o c o m m i t a s i n was s t i l l m a i n t a i n e d . I t i s , therefore , the 
s ea l 'J^ SERT^:'. w h i c h the m o d e r n w r i t e r s o f S m r i t i s 
aff ixed to these l a t e r i n t e r p o l a t i o n s a n d w h i c h ac t ed as a 
bugbear , t h a t p l a y e d the greates t mi sch ie f . 

537. T a k e for i n s t ance the b a n on sea - fa r ing ! H a d 
these w r i t e r s o f S m r i t i s o f l a t e r t imes spec i f i ca l ly m e n t i o n e d 
t h a t i n o l d ' K r i t y u g ' o u r A r y a n a t i o n was m i g h t y enough 
to cross the (seven) seas a n d ru l e ove r o the r i s l ands a n d 
a rch ipe lagos , t h a t even u p to the t i m e o f R a j e n d r a C h o l a we 
were the l o r d s o f the three seas ((^91^*?%) a n d t h a t as such 
c ro s s ing the seas was essen t i a l fo r the spread o f ou r r e l i g i o n 
a n d empi re a n d h o l y ; b u t t h a t as the n a v a l power a n d the 
l o r d s h i p o f the seas h a d n o w been u n f o r t u n a t e l y los t , cross
i n g the seas a n d g o i n g i n t o the enemy l a n d i n a helpless 
h u m b l e w a y was h i g h l y in ju r ious t o ou r n a t i o n , a n d so s in fu l ; 
a n d t h a t i t was , therefore banned t i l l we r ega ined t h a t 
l o r d s h i p o f the seas. H a d they bu t s a i d so i n so m a n y words ! 
51 f raig^'Rr: s h o u l d r e a l l y be c o n s t r u e d as ^Hcl fieig^TO." 
'because o f the loss o f m i g h t ' . T h e bug-bear o f ^^ ^v;: 
s h o u l d be t r u l y h e l d up o n l y to t h a t ex ten t . H a d (once 
a g a i n we repeat) the w r i t e r s o f S m r i t i s o f t h a t t i m e a n n o u n 
ced t h i s c l ea r ly , the t r e m e n d o u s l y h a r m f u l consequences o f 
these bans o n c ross ing A t t o c k a n d the seas, w h i c h the n a t i o n 
h a d to suffer , c o u l d have been a v o i d e d t o a lo rge ex ten t . 

538. B u t because the new precepts abou t the va r ious 
ibans o n c ross ing A t t o c k a n d the seas a n d o thers , w h i c h were 
r e a l l y i n t r o d u c e d i n the chap te r on ^fBr^sq t h i n g s b y the new 
re l ig ious l aw-g ivers o f l a t e r days , were p u b l i s h e d under the 
name o f the o l d w r i t e r s o f S m r i t i s , t h e y were t o r e m a i n i n 
force t i l l the e n d o f the qilergiT ( K a l i y u g ) / . e . p e r m a n a n t l y . 
A l t h o u g h l a t e r o n b r e a k i n g these bans i t s e l f w o u l d have 
p r o v e d a d v a n t a g e o u s to the H i n d u s a n d a l t h o u g h the H i n d u s 
h a d become s t r o n g enough to b r e a k t h e m , i t was i m p o s s i b l e 
t h a t the c r e d u l o u s H i n d u S o c i e t y w o u l d ever have been 
p r e p a r e d to b r e a k t h e m t i l l the d o o m s d a y qsi^f^Rr (the e n d o f 
•^(§151) because o f the specific S m r i t i o rder ' these five s h o u l d 
be a b a n d o n e d i n K a l i y u g a f^^i^^ )^''- A g a i n when d i d 
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the (qifegji) K a l i y u g beg in ? H o w l o n g was i t to l a s t ? A n d 

w h e n was i t to e n d ? A n d af ter i t s e n d , w h e n was the A g e 

o f T r u t h ( H ? ? ^ ) to commence once a g a i n ? T h e dif ferent 

op in ionsBi h e l d o n these p o i n t s b y m a n y o f o u r r e l i g i o u s 

l aw-g ive r s made t h e confus ion worse con founded . 

T H E C H R I S T I A N R E L I G I O U S O F F E N S I V E 

A G A I N S T T H E H I N D U S ! 

539. I n p a r a g r a p h 399 o f t h i s b o o k i s m e n t i o n e d the 

a n t i q u i t y o f the first H i n d u contac t s w i t h the C h r i s t i a n s . 

A c c o r d i n g to the C h r i s t i a n m y t h o l o g y , w h e n i n the first, 

c e n t u r y A . D . the C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n began to be p r e a c h e d i n 

S y r i a , the v e r y Jews w h o h a d c ruc i f i ed Jesus o f N a z a r e t h began 

t o persecute these h a n d f u l o f C h r i s t i a n s . A t t h a t v e r y t i m e 

some o f the C h r i s t i a n s w h o k n e w the w a y to I n d i a , fled i n 

groups to seek she l te r w i t h the H i n d u K i n g o f Malabar^* 

Z o m o r i n (the c o r r u p t f o r m o f S a m u d r i y a ) . A s a m a t t e r o f 

fact , t h a t H i n d u K i n g ough t n o t to have u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y 

a l l o w e d these a l i e n people t o l a n d o n h is sea-coast. B u t b e i n g 

aff l ic ted b y the disease o f the m o r b i d l y erroneous c o n c e p t i o n 

o f v i r t u e s , t h a t H i n d u k i n g offered shel te r t o those S y r i a n 

C h r i s t i a n s , a n d a l l o c a t e d a separate t r a c t for t h e i r h a b i t a 

t i o n . H e even went t o the l e n g t h o f offering a coppe r -p l a t e 

(awia) i n s c r i p t i o n ! r e c o g n i z i n g t he i r e q u a l i t y o f r i g h t ^ ' as a. 

separate caste i n the g r a m - p a n c h a y a t ( t o w n - c o u n c i l ) . B u t 

l a t e r o n w h e n these S y r i a n - C h r i s t i a n s came to k n o w t h a t even 

i f the H i n d u s were fo rced mere ly to eat or d r i n k w i t h t h e m 

t h e y w o u l d be p o l l u t e d a n d c o u l d become C h r i s t i a n s , these 

anc ien t S y r i a n C h r i s t i a n s made an inausp ic ious s t a r t o f the 

spread o f C h r i s t i a n i t y i n I n d i a . W h e r e a s d u r i n g the first 

C h r i s t i a n c e n t u r y (1st C e n t u r y A . D . ) no t a t race o f C h r i s t i 

a n i t y c o u l d be f o u n d i n E n g l a n d i t se l f , i n I n d i a H i n d u s h a d 

a l r e a d y begun t o bo f o r c i b l y b a p t i z e d a n d m a d e C h r i s t i a n s ! 

( I t i s w o r t h w h i l e for eve ry H i n d u to r e a d the h i s t o r y o f the 

sp read o f C h r i s t i a n i t y i n those days . M o r e o v e r , i t seems t h a t 

the cus toms a n d codes o f c o n d u c t w h i c h were l i k e l y t o 

f a c i l i t a t e the enemy i n the w o r k o f p r o s e l y t i z a t i o n were 
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firmly roo t ed i n us as the bas i c r e l i g i o u s c o n d u c t even as f a r 
b a c k as the first c e n t u r y A . D . B u t we w i l l l eave t h i s t o p i c 
a lone fo r w a n t o f space a t ou r d i s p o s a l a n d because i t has 
l i t t l e b e a r i n g u p o n the subject i n h a n d . 

540 . H o w e v e r , we s h o u l d l i k e to refer to one p regnan t 
ins tance here. O n seeing t h a t a n u m b e r o f H i n d u people i n 
a t o w n used to ba the i n a h o l y l a k e , some o f those S y r i a n -
C h r i s t i a n mis s iona r i e s t h o u g h t t h a t even here , t h e y cou ld t r y 
the d e v i c e o f p o l l u t i n g a n d C h r i s t i a n i z i n g the H i n d u s , who 
cons ide red themselves p o l l u t e d b y m e r e l y e a t i n g f o o d o r 
d r i n k i n g w a t e r w i t h the C h r i s t i a n s . W i t h t h i s i n t e n t i o n 
these S y r i a n C h r i s t i a n miss ionar ie s s t e a l t h i l y w e n t to b i g 
l akes where H i n d u people used t o go i n la rge number s for a 
b a t h a n d fo r c a r r y i n g d r i n k i n g w a t e r h o m e . T h e y b a t h e d there 
a l o n g w i t h a l l a n d d r a n k i t s wa te r . T h e n after some days these 
v e r y miss ionar ie s themselves d e c l a r e d l o u d y i n t h e i r 
congregations^*, " 0 y o u H i n d u s ! W e are C h r i s t i a n s , the 
fo l lowers o f Jesus ! W e are no t H i n d u s ! W e have been 
b a t h i n g i n y o u r l akes a l o n g w i t h y o u . A f t e r w o r s h i p p i n g 
o u r C h r i s t i a n g o d we d r i n k the h o l y w a t e r o f the C h r i s t i a n 
r e l i g i o n a n d have been g i v i n g y o u the same wa te r a l l these 
d a y s a n d y o u d r a n k i t d e v o u t l y . A s p e r y o u r H i n d u r e l i g i o n 
wh icheve r H i n d u d r i n k s the C h r i s t i a n w a t e r becomes a 
C h r i s t i a n f o r l i f e . T h i s i s y o u r re l ig ious i n j u n c t i o n , so y o u 
a l l have become C h r i s t i a n s . T h a t y o u r o ther b re th ren m a y 
n o t be dece ived , we p i o u s people are p u b l i s h i n g th i s t r u t h ! " 
T h i s news sp read a m o n g the C h r i s t i a n s a n d the H i n d u s o f 
severa l v i l l age s i n no t i m e . T h e r e was a grea t h a v o c e v e r y 
where ! A l l those H i n d u s became i m p u r e a n d so t h e y began 
t o be b o y c o t t e d . I n the u s u a l w a y , a l l those v i l l a g e s a n d 
t o w n s i n course o f t i m e were s o c i a l l y o s t r ac i zed a n d became 
C h r i s t i a n v i l l ages a n d t o w n s ! 

5 4 1 . N o w we s h a l l c i te j u s t fo r f u n — b u t fun t h a t k i l l s 
—another i n c i d e n t s h o w i n g h o w a l l the h u m a n races a t t h a t 
t i m e were fana t ics i n the ex t reme. 

5 4 1 - A . T h e e a r l y S y r i a n C h r i s t i a n m i g r a n t s to I n d i a 
were also d i v i d e d i n t o different sects. T h e y v i e d w i t h one 
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ano ther as t o w h i c h o f t h e m d i s s e m i n a t e d the C h r i s t i a n 
d o c t r i n e more t r u l y i n fo re ign coun t r i e s . So the sects o t h e r 
t h a n the one w h i c h h a d C h r i s t i a n i z e d H i n d u v i l l ages , protes^-
t e d aga ins t the l a t t e r a n d o u t o f m a l i c e i n f o r m e d the s u p e r i o r 
r e l ig ious au tho r i t i e s i n E u r o p e t h a t t h a t sect h a d c o n v e r t e d 
t h e s i m p l e a n d foo l i sh Hindus^^ to C h r i s t i a n i t y b y a b o m i n a b l e 
l ies a n d decep t i on , a n d co l l ec ted c o n t r i b u t i o n s , b u t h a d neve r 
p r e a c h e d a n y C h r i s t i a n doc t r ines as such . Therefore , t hey 
p l e a d e d , the n u m b e r o f the conver t s s h o u l d n o t be t a k e n 
i n t o account , a n d t h a t t h e y s h o u l d be s t o p p e d f r o m d a m a g 
i n g the pres t ige o f the C h r i s t i a n p r o p a g a n d i s t s . B e c a u s e 
o f the incessant p ro tes t s o f these o ther C h r i s t i a n sects, 
those H i n d u conve r t s to C h r i s t a n i t y h a d for a l o n g t i m e no 
l e g a l s ta tus as C h r i s t i a n s , a l t h o u g h t h e y t h o u g h t themse lves 
to be such , a n d t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s to the C h u r c h were n o t 
accep ted noi" were t hey a l l o w e d en t rance i n t o the C h u r c h . 
I n the e n d , the k n o t t y p r o b l e m seemed to have been s o l v e d 
b y w a y o f sumptuous s u b s c r i p t i o n s . F o r , af ter some days a 
direct ive^* was r ece ived f r o m E u r o p e t h a t a l l the H i n d u con 
ve r t s were n o w to be c a l l e d C h r i s t i a n s a n d s u b s c r i p t i o n s f r o m 
a l l o f t h e m were necessa r i ly to be co l l ec t ed . L a t e r on a l l t h e 
C h r i s t i a n mis s iona r i e s , to w h a t e v e r sect t h e y be longed , dec^ 
l a r e d i t to be t h e i r r e l i g ious d u t y t o conve r t the H i n d u s n o t 
o n l y b y h o o k or b y c rook or b y s l y means, b u t even b y force 
a n d a r m e d force . N a t u r a l l y , the e l e m e n t a r y ways o f conver 
s i o n l i k e m a k i n g the H i n d u s eat o r d r i n k w i t h the C h r i s t i a n s 
were b e y o n d a l l range o f d i spu t e a n d doub t . 

542 . Thereaf te r the S y r i a n a n d o the r C h r i s t i a n s f e l l 
o u t i n t h e i r o w n c o u n t r y , a n d there were fierce ba t t l e s fought 
amongs t the v a r i o u s C h r i s t i a n sects*'. Therefore , for two o r 
three centur ies thereaf ter the w o r k o f the C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n 
ar ies i n I n d i a h a d p r a c t i c a l l y s t o p p e d . B u t one t h i n g m u s t be 
remembered i n t h i s c o n t e x t t h a t because there was no a t t e m p t 
wha t soever o n the p a r t o f the H i n d u s t o r econve r t the C h r i s 
t i a n i z e d H i n d u s ( I n d i a n C h r i s t i a n s ) the l a t t e r k e p t on c a l l i n g 
themselves C h r i s t i a n s a n d ceased to have a n y r e l a t i o n w h a t 
soever w i t h the H i n d u s . 
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543 . I n t h i s b r i e f accoun t one grea t p r o s e l y t i z i n g 
m o v e m e n t i n the fifteenth c e n t u r y deserves some s l i g h t 
reference. T h a t i s the r i g o r o u s p r o s e l y t i z i n g m o v e m e n t 
c a r r i e d o n b y the Po r tuguese m i s s i o n a r i e s af ter the p a s s i n g 
o f G o m a n t a k i n t o the P o r t u g u e s e hands a n d the o p e n i n g o f 
the centres o f C h r i s t i a n p r o p a g a n d a o n the M a l a b a r coas t . 
T h e i r first energet ic a n d d e t e r m i n e d a r c h b i s h o p to c o n v e r t 
the H i n d u s b y means o f a n y h o r r i b l e a t roc i t i e s was S a i n t 
X a v i e r , w h o came t o the l a n d o f G o m a n t a k b y abou t A . D . 
1540^*. A f t e r m o v i n g h e a v e n a n d ea r t h for the sp read o f 
C h r i s t i a n i t y (of course i n h i s h o r r i b l e w a y ) , he w r o t e seve ra l 
l e t t e r s to the E m p e r o r o f P o r t u g a l abou t the obs tac les i n 
h i s w a y o f p r o s e l y t i z a t i o n . 

544. I n one o f h i s l e t t e r s to the Por tuguese K i n g he 
c o m p l a i n s t h a t the Por tuguese officers i n I n d i a , i n sp i te o f the 
f ac t t h a t t h e y were C h r i s t i a n s themse lves , i r r e v e r e n t l y set 
a t n a u g h t h i s orders i n respect o f the p r o p a g a t i o n o f t h e i r 
f a i t h . T h e y were e n t i r e l y g i v e n to l u s t f u l p leasures a n d a 
l i fe o f l u x u r y , a n d were a l w a y s o n the l ook o u t for e v e r y 
means t o g row r i c h . M o n e y was t h e i r G o d . T o the service 
o f the t r u e G o d , to w h i c h the mi s s iona r i e s l i k e h i m s e l f 
h a d ded ica t ed t h e i r l i ve s those officers never d i d l e n d a n y 
h e l p i n g h a n d . " T h e second necess i ty for the C h r i s t i a n s " , he 
wro te i n h i s l e t t e r addressed f r o m A m b o i n a (Moluccas ) t o 
D. Joao HI, King of Portugal, on May 16, 1545, " i s t h a t Y o u r 
M a j e s t y e s t a b l i s h the H o l y I n q u i s i t i o n because there are 
m a n y who l i v e a c c o r d i n g to the J e w i s h l a w a n d a c c o r d i n g 
t o the M o h a m e d a n sect , w i t h o u t a n y fear o f G o d or shame 
o f the w o r l d . A n d s ince there are m a n y who are sp read a l l 
ove r the fortress there i s the need o f the H o l y I n q u i s i t i o n 
a n d of m a n y preachers^®." I n one of h i s l e t t e r s to the S o c i e t y 
a t R o m e , he wro te , " I f i t were n o t fo r the o p p o s i t i o n o f t h e 
B r a h m i n s we s h o u l d have t h e m a l l e m b r a c i n g the r e l i g i o n 
o f Jesus Chr i s t*" . " These B r a h m i n s were a l l eged to h i n d e r 
the progress o f the C h r i s t i a n p r o s e l y t i z i n g m o v e m e n t . W h i l e 
the C h r i s t i a n miss ionar ie s went o n c o n v e r t i n g thousands o f 
H i n d u s t o C h r i s t i a n i t y , these ' w i l y ' B r a h m a n s were f o u n d t o 
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be secre t ly t a k i n g t h e m a l l to the b a n k s o f the M a n d v i r i v e r 
a n d bluffed t h e m i n t o b a t h i n g i n the r i v e r . A f t e r r e c i t i n g 
some verses, i n o r d e r t o w&sh. off a l l s ins o f b e i n g c o n v e r t e d 
t o C h r i s t i a n i t y , t h e y were dec l a r ed to be o r i g i n a l H i n d u s . 
T h u s w i t h these a n d v a r i o u s o the r b l a t a n t l i e s these 
B r a h m a n s were a l l eged to be p u r i f y i n g a n u m b e r o f H i n d u 
conve r t s to C h r i s t i a n i t y . I n sp i t e o f a l l a t t empt s , to i n t i m i 
da t e a n d te r ror i se these B r a h m a n s , t h e y were s a i d to be 
c a r r y i n g o n t he i r a c t i v i t i e s n o n c h a l a n t l y " . X a v i e r c o m p l a i n s 
t h a t the P o r t u g u e s e officers i n I n d i a d i d n o t i n f l i c t on these 
B r a h m a n s such severe p u n i s h m e n t s as he w o u l d have l i k e d 
t h e m t o d o . 

545- T i r e d of these incessant c o m p l a i n t s o f the C h r i s t i a n 
miss ionar ie s l i k e S t . X a v i e r , the Por tuguese E m p e r o r i s s u e d 
s t e r n orders t o h i s G o v e r n o r s a n d o ther officers t h a t t hey 
s h o u l d n o t neg lec t he lp i n a n y w a y i n the sacred (?) cause o f 
the sp read o f C h r i s t i a n i t y ; o the rwise t h e i r w h o l e p r o p e r t y 
w o u l d be conf i sca ted . E v e n t hen n o t sa t i s f i ed , S t . X a v i e r 
wen t on c o m p l a i n i n g aga ins t the B r a h m a n s . H e never the le s s 
g loa t ed a t the t r emendous success h i s p r o s e l y t i z i n g efforts 
h a d achieved**. A t the v e r y s igh t o f a C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n a r y , 
H i n d u v i l l a g e s were t a k e n a f r igh t a n d people the re were 
s a i d t o b e r u n n i n g a w a y he l t e r - ske l t e r , fo r , m o s t severe 
were the measures t a k e n aga ins t those o f the H i n d u s w h o 
d i d n o t cou r t C h r i s t i a n i t y . L e t a lone the c o m m o n H i n d u 
v i l l a g e r s , even the h i g h pr ies t s o f b i g H i n d u t e m p l e s , the 
heads o f H i n d u monas te r ies a n d the r i c h i n the c i t ies were 
a l l p u t i n t o p r i sons a n d were subjec ted to so m u c h p h y s i c a l 
t o r t u r e t h a t the p r i e s t l y class a t m a n y p laces is s a i d t o 
have m a d e good t h e i r escape to p laces ou t s ide G o a , c a r r y i n g 
t h e i r sacred i d o l s w i t h t h e m . " W h e n e v e r I hear o f a n y ac t 
o f i d o l a t r o u s w o r s h i p " , w r o t e S t . F r a n c i s X a v i e r t o t h e 
S o c i e t y a t Rome, i n 1543 A . D . , " I go to the p lace w i t h a l a rge 
b a n d of these c h i l d r e n , w h o v e r y soon l o a d the d e v i l w i t h a 
g rea te r a m o u n t o f i n s u l t a n d abuse t h a n he has l a t e l y 
rece ived of h o n o u r a n d w o r s h i p f r o m his p a r e n t s , r e l a t i o n s 
a n d acqua in tances . T h e c h i l d r e n r u n a t the i d o l s , upse t 
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t h e m , dash t h e m d o w n , b r e a k t h e m to pieces, s p i t o n t h e m , 
t r a m p l e o n t hem, k i c k t h e m abou t a n d , i n sho r t , heap o n 
t h e m e v e r y poss ib le ou t rage* ' . " H e f u r t h e r w r o t e to the 
same s o c i e t y a t R o m e f r o m C o c h i n o n the 2 7 t h J a n . , 1545, 
" W h e n a l l are b a p t i z e d , I o r d e r a l l the t emples o f t h e i r false 
gods to be d e s t r o y e d a n d a l l the i d o l s to be b r o k e n i n t o 
pieces**." " T h e c r u e l t i e s " , w r i t e s a G o a n H i s t o r i a n , J . C . 
B a r r e t o M i r a n d a , " w h i c h i n the name of r e l i g i o n o f peace 
a n d love t h i s t r i b u n a l (of I n q u i s i t i o n ) p r a c t i s e d i n E u r o p e , 

-were c a r r i e d to even grea te r excesses in I n d i a E v e r y 

w o r d o f the i r s (of the I n q u i s i t o r s ) was a sentence of dea th , 
a n d at t h e i r s l i gh t e s t n o d was m o v e d to t e r r o r the vas t 
p o p u l a t i o n spread over the A s i a t i c regions whose l i ve s 
fluctuated i n t h e i r hands a n d who , o n the m o s t f r i v o l o u s 
p re t ex t s , c o u l d have been c l a p p e d for a l l t i m e i n the 

•deepest dungeons or s t r a n g l e d or offered as food for the 
flames o f the pyre**." T h e h a r r o w i n g atroci t ies** o f S t . X a v i e r 
a n d h i s successors on the H i n d u s o f h is a n d l a te r dates 
•cannot be desc r ibed here for w a n t o f space. 

546. I n a l l the p r o v i n c e s i n n o r t h I n d i a the H i n d u s i n 
•general h a d t o bear the b r u n t o f t h e M u s l i m re l ig ious perse
c u t i o n o n l y . B u t the H i n d u s to the S o u t h o f V i n d h y a d r i r i g h t 
u p to R a m e s h w a r a m h a d t o suffer such h o r r i b l e pe r secu t ion 
n o t o n l y f rom the five i ndependen t M u s l i m states, t hen 
r u l i n g i n the D e c c a n , b u t a l so f rom the even fiercer P o r t u -
•guese, whose b r u t a l t r e a t m e n t o f the H i n d u s i n order to force 
t h e m to swear a l l eg iance te the C h r i s t i a n f a i t h , seems to have . 
•no p a r a l l e l . W h o e v e r wishes t o u n d e r s t a n d the whole 
h a r r o w i n g s t o r y s h o u l d r e a d 'Os Hindus De Goa Repnblica 
Portuguesa', b y D r . A n t o n i o Norohna*" . A l t h o u g h m a n y 
/great a n d s m a l l vo lumes o f histories** descr ibe the h o r r i b l e 
r e l i g i o u s pe r secu t ion o f the H i n d u s b y these Por tuguese 
miss ionar ie s , before w h i c h the M u s l i m a t roc i t i e s pa le i n t o 
ins ign i f i cance , t h i s b o o k is p a r t i c u l a r l y m e n t i o n e d because 
the w r i t e r Dr. Antonio Norohna happened to be a judge of 
the Portuguese High Court i n G o a . T h e Pur tuguese h a p p i l y 
i a v e the hones t h a b i t o f p r e s e r v i n g a l l the f a v o u r a b l e a n d 
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u n f a v o u r a b l e documen t s r e g a r d i n g t h e i r h i s t o r y , r i g h t f r o m 
the anc i en t to the m o d e r n t imes a n d i t i s t h e i r anc ien t 
t r a d i t i o n t o m a k e a l l these a v a i l a b l e for s t u d y t o a n y i n t e r 
es ted scholar . N a t u r a l l y , he go t eve ry f a c i l i t y to r e a d a l l 
those d o c u m e n t s a n d books t h o r o u g h l y , c o m p l e t e l y a n d 
p u b l i c l y . T h a t t h i s P o r t u g u e s e judge o f the H i g h C o u r t 
s h o u l d w r i t e t h i s book af ter t h o r o u g h l y s t u d y i n g a l l the 
documen t s , i n c l u d i n g the o r i g i n a l le t te rs o f t h e t h e n r u l i n g 
Por tuguese E m p e r o r , the Por tuguese C h r i s t a n m i s s i o n a r i e s 
a t t h a t t i m e i n I n d i a , a n d the t hen P o p e o f R o m e , i s the 
spec i a l m e r i t o f t h i s b o o k ! 

547. Bes ides th i s b o o k o f D r . A n t o n i o N o r o h n a , one i s 
a lso r ecommended to r e a d ' T h e H i s t o r y o f R e c o n v e r s i o n i n 
Gomantak'*® i n M a r a t h i . I t was w r i t t e n u n d e r the s u p e r v i s i o n 
o f the la te Shree M a s u r k a r M a h a r a j who r e c o n v e r t e d more 
t h a n t en t h o u s a n d H i n d u s f o r m e r l y m a d e C h r i s t i a n u n d e r 
great coe rc ion . T h e present b o o k ' S i s G l o r i o u s E p o c h s ' i s 
n o t r e a l l y a h i s t o r y o f I n d i a , b u t a c r i t i c a l t r ea t i se . So the 
d e t a i l e d accoun t o f t h i s Po r tuguese r e l i g ious pe r secu t ion a n d 
fo rc ib l e c o n v e r s i o n o f H i n d u s cannot be g i v e n here a t l e n g t h . 
I t is e n o u g h to say t h a t the d e t a i l e d d i s c u s s i o n (which has , 
here been r eco rded i n the ear l ie r chapters) o f the t h o u s a n d -
y e a r - o l d unp receden t ed a n d b i t t e r H i n d u - M u s l i m war s i n c e 
the i n v a s i o n o f S i n d h b y the M u s l i m s a n d the s u i c i d a l 
consequences o f the v a r i o u s h a r m f u l a n d a n t i - n a t i o n a l b a n s 
se l f - imposed b y t h e H i n d u s on ea t i ng , d r i n k i n g , t o u c h i n g , 
i n t e r m a r r y i n g a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h a t on r e p u r i f i c a t i o n a n d 
r e c o n v e r s i o n o f the p o l l u t e d H i n d u s a n d m a n y o ther f o o l i s h 
r e l ig ious concepts o f the H i n d u s o f the t i m e , i s a p p l i c a b l e , 
a lmos t w o r d b y w o r d , to the v a r i o u s a c r i m o n i o u s ba t t l e s o f 
the H i n d u s w i t h the P o r t u g u e s e af ter t he i r a r r i v a l i n I n d i a 
a n d the C h r i s t i a n mi s s iona r i e s i n genera l a n d the C h r i s t i a n 
n a t i o n s a lso . 

548 . I t mus t also be r e m e m b e r e d here t h a t a t t h i s v e r y 
t i m e the A r a b a n d the C h r i s t i a n na t ions e s t ab l i shed t h e i r 
r u l e over the S o u t h S e a ( the I n d i a n Ocean) . T h e y a t t a c k e d 
our o l d H i n d u - B u d d h i s t s ta tes w h i c h h a d spread far a n d 
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w i d e u p t o I n d o - C h i n a a n d d e p r i v e d m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s o f 
t h e i r r e l i g i o n , c a u s i n g the H i n d u s , i n d i r e c t l y , t o fe t te r t h e m 
selves w i t h the new shack les o f the b a n o n sea-voyage™. 
T h i s n o t o n l y w o r s t e d the H i n d u p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s 
a u t h o r i t y , b u t caused a grea t loss to t h e m of t h e i r g r a n d 
a s p i r a t i o n , for the n a v a l empi re a n d fo re ign t r a d e . T h e y 
lo s t t h e i r w h o l e n a v y a n d n a v a l t r a d e . N o t o n l y d i d t h e 
s h i p - b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y o f the H i n d u s pe r i sh b u t to m a i n t a i n 
such sea- fa r ing n a v a l force i t s e l f became s i n f u l . H i n d u 
r e l i g i o n a n d H i n d u n a t i o n became l i t e r a l l y n a r r o w - m i n d e d 
because o f i t s o w n b l u n d e r s . E v e n i f a n y d a r i n g H i n d u t r i e d 
t o b r e a k t h i s she l l o f na r row-mindednes s o n the E a s t e r n , 
W e s t e r n a n d S o u t h e r n oceans there was the p r o h i b i t i v e 
p l a c a r d : I %^ <h l l " T h i s was i n v i o l a b l e . 

549 . He re to fo re we have m e n t i o n e d o n l y some o f t h e 
chosen events , v i o l e n t o r n o n - v i o l e n t , r e g a r d i n g the M u s l i m -
C h r i s t i a n t w o - f o i d p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l i g ious a r m e d aggress ion 
aga ins t the H i n d u s , a n d the w a y i n w h i c h chey faced i t ; a n d 
even o f the revenge t h a t the H i n d u s a lso t o o k o f those a t r o 
c i t ies a n d h u m i l i a t i o n s d u r i n g t h i s v i o l e n t t h o u s a n d - y e a r - o l d 
H i n d u - M u s l i m w a r . T h e y can e a s i l y show a c c o r d i n g to the 
' ^ s f t 3$!]* ( judging c o o k e d r i ce b y t e s t i n g one c o o k e d 
g r a i n o n l y ) the e n o r m i t y o f the s t ruggle . 

650 . T r u l y s p e a k i n g , w h i l e r e l i g ious leaders l i k e S h a n 
k a r a c h a r y a V i d y a r a n y a s w a m i , n a t i o n a l heroes l i k e C h h a t r a -
p a t i S h i v a j i , D u r g a d a s R a t h o d , M a h a r a j a J a s w a n t s i n g h o f 
J o d h p u r a n d sa in t s a n d sages, l i k e R a m a n a n d , Shree 
C h a i t a n y a a n d others gave the l e a d i n c a r r y i n g on counte r -
offensives o n the r e l i g ious f ron t b y i n d i v i d u a l or mass 
conve r s ions , the H i n d u soc ie ty as a w h o l e , ough t to have 
r o c k e d the skies b y effecting unceas ing mass convers ions o f 
the M u s l i m m e n a n d w o m e n t o H i n d u i s m a n d reconver s ion 
o f H i n d u conve r t s who h a d f a l l e n v i c t i m to the v i o l e n c e o r 
gu i l e o f the enemy. T h e y s h o u l d have t h r o w n to the w i n d s 
the o l d t r a d i t i o n a l v iews and cus toms . T h e y ough t to h a v e 
made i t the r e l i g i o n o f the d a y ! 

5 5 0 - A . T h e H i n d u s were n o t averse to i d o l a t o r y . M a n y 
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o f the H i n d u sects a n d m a n y o f the H i n d u r e l i g i o u s tenets 
h a d been e s t ab l i shed b y grea t pe r sona l i t i e s , a n d the H i n d u 
socie ty as a who le h a d recognized t h e m a n d a d a p t e d t h e m t o 
the f r a m e w o r k o f t h e i r r e l i g ious code, a t leas t so far as t h e y 
concerned t h e i r fo l lowers . I n t he i r o w n i n d i v i d u a l c a p a c i t y 
t h e fo l lowers o f those p a r t i c u l a r r e l i g ious heroes o b e y e d 
those p a r t i c u l a r codes o f conduc t . B u t the o the rwise , h i g h l y 
i d o l a t r o u s H i n d u soc i e ty d i d n o t f o l l o w these new i d o l s — t h e 
new heroes—who effected i n d i v i d u a l a n d mass convers ions 
a n d reconvers ions , c a r r i e d o n e q u a l l y v i o l e n t r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l 
counter-offensives. T h e y avenged the h u m i l i a t i o n a n d perse
c u t i o n o f the H i n d u w o m e n on the M u s l i m w o m e n b y s i m i l a r 
t r ea tmen t . T h e n a t i o n a l heroes w h o d i d a l l t h i s have a l l 
a l ong been h i g h l y honou red a n d w o r s h i p p e d as i d o l s among 
the H i n d u s , y e t the w a y t h e y s h o w e d , as the mos t s u i t a b l e 
for the age, was n o t a c t i v e l y a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y f o l l o w e d 
after t h e y h a d passed a w a y . A s soon as those heroes d i e d t h e i r 
p a r t i c u l a r f o l l ower s r e l ega t ed to o b l i v i o n t h e i r p r a c t i c a l 
lessons o f v i o l e n t o r n o n - v i o l e n t r e l ig ious counter -aggress ion 
a n d t h e i r t e a c h i n g i n t h i s respect '^ . W h y , w h i l e the p a r t i 
c u l a r sects o f C h a i t a n y a a n d o thers have been s t i l l a l i v e so 
far as the o ther aspects o f t he i r t each ings are conce rned 
a n d t h e i r eu log i s t i c b iograph ies l i k e the * i f ^ ^sm have been 
w r i t t e n a n d r e a d mos t d e v o u t l y , n o t the s l igh tes t m e n t i o n 
o f the a rmed revenge these v e r y heroes t o o k agains t the 
M u s l i m s is to be f o u n d i n t h e m . Does i t n o t sound v e r y 
s t range ? N o r i s a n y he ro ic b a l l a d seen to have been compo
sed on t h e i r counte r -aggress ion or o n t he i r mass r econvers ions 
b y a n y o f the mins t r e l s o r b a r d s o r ' C h a r a n s ' o f those d a y s ! 
T h e H i n d u soc ie ty i n genera l f e l t no u rgency o f h a n d i n g d o w n 
t o the l a t e r genera t ions the anecdotes a n d legends o f those 
hero ic deeds. 

651 . F O R D E E P D O W N T H E M O D E R N H I N D U 
M I N D IS T O L E R A N T , W H I C H , I N T H E V U L G A R , M E A N S 
S H A M E L E S S O R C A L L O U S ! 

T H E M O D E R N - M O S T E V E N T O F T H O S E T I M E S 
W H I C H L E N D S T H E S T R O N G E S T H I S T O R I C A L P R O O F 



5 T H ' G L O R I O U S E P O C H 2211 

A N B S U P P O R T T O A L L T H E S T A T E M E N T S A N D 
R E M A R K S H A V E B E E N D I S C U S S E D S O P A R I N T H E 
E A R L I E R C H A P T E R S O F T H I S B O O K . 

552 . W h a t e v e r ins tances we have q u o t e d of the H i n d u 
r e l i g i o u s counter -aggress ions so fa r i n th i s C h a p t e r are o f 
course, o n l y excep t ions c o n s i d e r i n g the m a n y centur ies o f the 
H i n d u - M u s l i m epic w a r . T h e y were i nadequa te a t t e m p t s t o 
p a t c h u p the sha t t e r ed firmament. B u t i t is because some 
H i n d u s pe r fo rmed b rave deeds , be f i t t i ng the v a l o u r o f the 
H i n d u n a t i o n , o f r e t a l i a t i o n t o the M u s l i m s on the r e l i g ious 
f ron t t h a t the H i n d u s ide was n o t c o m p l e t e l y o v e r t h r o w n . 
T h e M u s l i m enemy a l w a y s feared t h a t even the H i n d u s a l so 
c o u l d avenge re l ig ious pe r secu t ion on occas ions . I f w i t h o u t 
l o s i n g a n y t i m e the whole H i n d u soc ie ty h a d a d o p t e d the 
same m i l i t a r y s t r a t egy on the r e l ig ious f ron t as these excep
t i o n s o f H i n d u heroes d i d i n l a u n c h i n g counter-offensives, n o t 
a s ing le M u s l i m c o u l d have r e m a i n e d as a M u s l i m i n t h i s 
c o u n t r y — a t leas t a t t h a t t i m e . T h i s we have of ten s h o w n 
i n ea r l i e r chap te r s o f t h i s b o o k . 

553 . B u t t h e n w h y d i d n ' t a l l the o ther H i n d u s dare do 
so ? W h y were t h e y a f r a i d ? W h y d i d t hey feel i t to be 
aga in s t t h e i r H i n d u r e l i g i o n i t s e l f t o l a u n c h such a r m e d 
counter-offensive aga ins t the M u s l i m s ? W h y d i d t hey come 
to cons ide r the v a r i o u s bans o n r epu r i f i c a t i on , sea-voyage, 
e a t i n g a n d d r i n k i n g a n d others as t h e t rue re l ig ious codes o f 
c o n d u c t for the H i n d u s ? T h e answer to a l l these ques t ions— 
the j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e i r conduc t—the H i n d u s o f those t imes 
offered, was t h a t such a n a r m e d r e t a l i a t i o n w o u l d n o t have 
been benef ic ia l to the best in teres ts o f the H i n d u s , nor d i d i t 
become the H i n d u c i v i l i t y — H i n d u cu l tu re ! T h e y mean t to 
say t h a t i n those t imes o f r epea t ed te r r i f i c M u s l i m ons laugh t s 
i f t h e H i n d u k i n g s a n d soc i e ty h a d reconver ted t h e i r unfor 
t una t e b r e t h r e n w h o were c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m , or w o u l d have 
l a u n c h e d c o u n t e r - a t t a c k s o n the r e l ig ious f ron t a n d aga in , 
as we have suggested, conver t ed the M u s l i m m e n a n d w o m e n 
to H i n d u i s m the M u s l i m s w o u l d have been s t i l l more enraged 
a n d a g a i n a n d a g a i n i n t h e i r f resh a t t a cks t hey w o u l d have 
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w r e c k e d far more a p p a l l i n g vengeance o n the H i n d u s . I t 
was t h i s fear, t h e y s a i d , t h a t p r o m p t e d the H i n d u s to accep t , 
as an e x c e p t i o n a l code o f c o n d u c t su i t ab l e for the adverse 
c i rcumstances , those v a r i o u s bans a n d the m o r b i d l y p e r v e r t e d 
concep t o f v i r t u e s w h i c h a m o u n t e d r e a l l y to abject 
sur render '* . 

5 6 3 - A . So i n o rder t o refute these a n d o the r i l l o g i c a l 
a rgumen t s a n d t o suppo r t ou r a rguments a n d o p i n i o n s a n d 
t h e v a r i o u s references we h a v e made i n the fo rego ing d i s 
course we s h a l l c i t e a n o t h e r event w h i c h w i l l go t o p r o v e 
c o n c l u s i v e l y our inference t h a t the H I N D U S H A D T H E 
A B I L I T Y A N D S T R E N G T H T O L A U N C H A R M E D C O U N 
T E R - O F F E N S I V E S E V E N O N T H E R E L I G I O U S F R O N T 
B U T T H E Y H A D N O T T H E W I L L T O D O S O ! 

554. T h a t event i s the M a r a t h a w a r w i t h the M u s l i m s i n 
the S o u t h w h i c h des t royed T i p u S u l t a n ! 



C H A P T E R X I 

T I P U S U L T A N , T H E S A V A G E 

555. T o w a r d s the m i d d l e o f the e igh teen th cen tu ry , t h e 
M a r a t h a E m p i r e h a d become so ex tens ive a n d so p o w e r f u l as 
to have b r o u g h t about the de facto o v e r t h r o w o f the M o g h u l 
E m p i r e a t D e l h i . T h e H i n d u p o w e r h a d no M u s l i m r i v a l 
s t a te to oppose i t e f fec t ive ly t h r o u g h o u t the l e n g t h a n d 
b r e a d t h o f I n d i a , r i g h t f r om the H i m a l a y a s to K a n y a k u m a r i . 
B u t a t t h i s v e r y t i m e , H y d e r - a l l i , a n o r d i n a r y M u s l i m so ld i e r 
h a d been g r a d u a l l y r i s i n g to power i n the a r m y o f the H i n d u 
S t a t e o f M y s o r e , a n d h a d a l r e a d y become qu i t e indispensable^ . 
E v e n after the s ad exper ience of centur ies together h o w the 
v e r y M u s l i m se rvan ts i n w h o m the H i n d u K i n g s h a d p l a c e d 
c o m p l e t e confidence a n d w h o m they h a d b r o u g h t to pros
p e r i t y a n d power , h a d b e t r a y e d those v e r y H i n d u masters 
m o s t t reacherous ly* ever s ince the t i m e s o f M a h m u d o f G h a z n i 
a n d G h o r i , t h i s H i n d u K i n g o f M y s o r e , c o m m i t t e d the same 
b l u n d e r . Because o f his u s u a l ar t less , a n d a lmos t unwise 
a t t i t u d e o f e q u a l i t y to a l l r e l i g i o n s , w h i c h was i m b i b e d 
a s s iduous ly amongs t the H i n d u s i n genera l . K i n g C h i k k a 
K r i s h n a r a j V o d y a r o r m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y h i s C h i e f M i n i s t e r , 
Nan j e r a j , e n t r u s t e d the supreme m i l i t a r y c o m m a n d ' to t h i s 
f a n a t i c a l M u s l i m a d v e n t u r e r , H y d e r - a l l i . The consequences 
were i n e v i t a b l e . H y d e r - a l l i set a s ide C h i k k a K r i s h n a r a j V o d 
y a r , w i t h a l i t t l e p e n s i o n a n d usu rped the th rone o f Mysore* . 
H e once m a r c h e d aga ins t the M a r a t h a s a l so , b u t was so so re ly 
bea ten b y t h e m o n the ba t t l e - f i e ld t h a t he d a r e d n o t g ive i t 
a second t r i a l again*. H e h a d a lso once a t t a c k e d the 
E n g l i s h a t M a d r a s success fu l ly . B u t as we are n o t conce rned 
here w i t h the o the r a c t i v i t i e s ' o f h i s , i t w o u l d be sufficient 
s i m p l y to a d d t h a t af ter h is d e a t h i n 1782 ' he was succeeded 
to the t h rone o f the H i n d u S t a t e o f M y s o r e b y h i s e q u a l l y 
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unsc rupu lous a d v e n t u r e r o f a son , T i p u S u l t a n ! 

556 . A s soon as he came to the throne , T i p u w i p e d o u t 
even the name o f the o r i g i n a l H i n d u K i n g a n d p r o c l a i m e d 
h i m s e l f the S u l t a n o f a M o s l e m state* 1 T i p u was the l a s t 
o f the M u s l i m ru le rs to e s t a b l i s h a new i n d e p e n d e n t s ta te 
a n d s t y l e h i m s e l f a S u l t a n d u r i n g the m i l l e n n i a l H i n d u -
M u s l i m w a r . 

557 . T r u e t o the u s u a l M u s l i m t r a d i t i o n , T i p u perfor
m e d h is first d u t y as a S u l t a n o f a n n o u n c i n g p u b l i c l y i n the 
v e r y first sess ion o f h i s cou r t (Darba r ) t h a t he w o u l d see to 
i t t h a t a l l the K a f i r s were m a d e M u s l i m w i l l y nilly®. H e 
c o m m a n d e d a l l the H i n d u s i n h i s s tate to embrace I s l a m . 
H e o rde red h is va r i ous oflScers o f h i g h a n d l o w r anks i n every 
c i t y , t o w n a n d v i l l a g e to c o n v e r t eve ry H i n d u to I s l a m . I f 
the H i n d u s d i d no t w i l l i n g l y t a k e to I s l a m , t h e y were to be 
forced to do so, o r else the m e n were to be s l augh te red a n d 
the w o m e n were to be d i s t r i b u t e d as s laves a m o n g the 
M u s l i m s ! " . 

558-560. T h i s c a m p a i g n b y T i p u o f p o l l u t i o n a n d prose
l y t i z a t i o n o f the H i n d u s was so t h o r o u g h a n d ru th less a n d 
i t was c a r r i e d to such v a s t d imens ions t h a t there was 
u n i v e r s a l w a i l i n g a n d a sense o f u n i m a g i n a b l e h o r r o r 
t h r o u g h o u t the H i n d u c o m m u n i t y i n the s t a t e " . N o t o n l y 
the so ld ie r s i n h i s a r m y bu t even the M u l l a - M o u l a v i s i n t h e 
meanest o f v i l l ages , too , w i t h the M u s l i m h o o l i g a n s a n d 
rufBans to he lp t h e m , began a sys t ema t i c pe r secu t ion o f the 
H i n d u s ! A t a l a t e r date T i p u i n v a d e d M a l a b a r a n d at the 
first s t roke conver ted!* a h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d H i n d u s i n t h a t 
one s ingle c o a s t a l d i s t r i c t . T h e n o v e r t a k i n g the K a r n a t a k 
he even m a r c h e d o n the M a r a t h a te r r i to ry!* . M i l l i o n s o f 
H i n d u s f r o m D h a r w a r to T r a v a n c o r e were h o r r o r - s t r i c k e n a n d 
hund reds o f men a n d w o m e n f r o m a l l castes a n d sects o f the 
H i n d u soc ie ty fee l ing t h o r o u g h l y i n c a p a b l e of f a c i n g th i s 
a rmed a t t a c k o f the M u s l i m s prefer red d e a t h , b y d r o w n i n g 
themselves i n the K r i s h n a a n d the T u n g b h a d r a , to a l l the 
i n d i g n i t i e s a n d a t roc i t i e s o f M u s l i m v a n d a l i s m . H u n d r e d s o f 
others leapt i n t o the fire,!* b a t d i d n o t become M u s l i m s ! 
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T I P U ' S A R R O G A N T P R O C L A M A T I O N ! 
5 6 1 . Puffed u p b y the speedy success o f h is a t r o c i o u s 

aggressions u p o n the H i n d u s a n d d i a b o l i c a l l y e l a t ed a t t h e i r 
mise rab le p l i g h t , T i p u once p r o u d l y dec l a r ed i n h i s c o u r t 
t h a t h i s c a m p a i g n o f mass -convers ion o f the H i n d u s w a s 
a c c o m p l i s h e d b e y o n d a l l e x p e c t a t i o n s . O n one occas ion h e 
s a i d fifty t h o u s a n d H i n d u s i n h is K i n g d o m were c o n v e r t e d 
h a r d l y w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r hours ! N o o the r M u s l i m S u l t a n 
before h i m , he p r o u d l y s t a t ed , c o u l d have a c h i e v e d t h a t 
s tupendous success, b u t t h a t b y the grace o f A l l a h he h a d 
been able t o pe r fo rm t h a t a m a z i n g t a s k o f the sp read o f 
I s l a m i c f a i t h a n d the t o t a l a n n i h i l a t i o n o f the K a f i r s ^ * ! 

562 . I n o rde r t o c a r r y o n t h i s p r o d i g i o u s t a s k T i p u 
fo rmed a spec i a l d i v i s i o n , o f h is a r m y w h i c h surpassed a l l 
o the r M u s l i m so ld ie r s i n e n o r m i t y a n d v a n d a l i s m . H e 
m a n n e d i t b y the p i c k o f the b i t t e r e s t enemies o f t h e H i n d u s 
a n d m o s t l o v i n g l y ca l l ed t h e m h i s o w n sons. W h o e v e r o f 
those l o v i n g sons o f h is d i d some e x c e p t i o n a l l y b r u t a l ac t o f 
r a v a g i n g H i n d u w o m e n , o f f o r c i b l y c o n v e r t i n g H i n d u famil ies , , 
o f p l u n d e r a n d a r s o n , []or o f wholesa le massacre was r e w a r d 
ed w i t h the younges t a n d mos t b e a u t i f u l o f the t housands o f 
H i n d u g i r l s c a p t u r e d f rom different pa r t s o f the State^*. 

563 . T h e whole o f the M u s l i m - w o r l d was , no d o u b t , 
overcome w i t h the h ighes t g r a t i t u d e to T i p u S u l t a n f o r h i s 
unpreceden ted success i n the v i o l e n t p r o p a g a t i o n o f t h e 
M u s l i m f a i t h . H e was h o n o u r e d as G a z i ^ ' , the hero o f t h e 
I s l a m i c f a i t h b y h is M u s l i m b r e t h r e n a l l ove r . N a t u r a l l y t h e 
who le o f the M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y was thus a p a r t y to t h i s 
f a n a t i c a l p e r s e c u t i o n of the H i n d u s b y T i p u . E s p e c i a l l y t h e 
w h o l e o f the M u s l i m socie ty f r o m K a r n a t a k t o T r a v a n c o r e 
w h i c h h a d c o l l e c t i v e l y b u t a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n these 
a t roc i t i e s r i c h l y deserved p u n i s h m e n t f r o m the H i n d u 
s t a n d p o i n t . 

N O W A T P O O N A 

564. N o w o n h e a r i n g the p i t e o u s cries a n d hear t 
b r e a k i n g screams o f the pe r secu t ed H i n d u s o f M y s o r e , the re 
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arose a V i o l e n t surge o f f u r y a t P o o n a , the c a p i t a l o f t h e 
M a r a t h a E m p i r e , w h i c h was d u t y - b o u n d to defend H i n d u i s m . 
T h e M a r a t h a d i p l o m a t s a n d w a r - l o r d s d e c i d e d f o r t h w i t h t o 
i n v a d e M y s o r e i n o rde r t o c rush th i s new d e m o n o f a S u l t a n 
i n the S o u t h . T h e C h i e f A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f the Peshwas , N a n a 

P h a d n a v i s " i ssued a n i n s t a n t o r d e r t o a l l the a v a i l a b l e 
M a r a t h a chief ta ins to m a r c h on T i p u f r o m a l l s ides w i t h huge 
•armies. 

W A R W I T H T I P U 

565. T i p u was ex t r eme ly a n n o y e d t o l e a r n t h a t the 
M a r a t h a forces were p roceed ing aga ins t h i m . So before the 
m a i n M a r a t h a b a t t a l i o n s c o u l d a r r i v e to t h e i r rescue, he m a l i 
c ious ly a t t a c k e d N a r g u n d a n d K i t t u r ^ * i n q u i c k success ion . 
These t w o v e r y s m a l l H i n d u s ta tes were v e r y close to M y s o r e 
a n d fa r de tached f r o m the M a r a t h a t e r r i t o r y . 

566. T i p u h a t e d a l l the H i n d u s , y e t more v e h e m e n t l y the 
B r a h m i n s who were foremost i n t r y i n g to k i n d l e i n the H i n d u 
S o c i e t y a b u r n i n g p r i d e fo r t h e i r r e l i g i o n a n d se l f - respect . H e 
h a d reached the l i m i t o f h i s b r u t a l i t y i n pe r secu t ing the 
B r a h m i n s more t h a n a n y o ther caste o f the H i n d u s . The g rea t 
h i s t o r i a n , Sa rdesa i , wr i t e s , " B r a h m i n s v/ere s i ng l ed o u t for 
spec ia l i n d i g n i t i e s b y Tipu^®." T h e ru le rs o f N a r g u n d a n d 
K i t t u r were b o t h B r a h m i n s ' " a n d b o t h o f t h e m h a d spi teful ly*^ 
d e c l i n e d h i s d e m a n d for i m m e d i a t e sur render . F u r i o u s l y , 
therefore, d i d T i p u m a r c h first o n N a r g u n d a n d then o n 
K i t t u r a t the h e a d o f a v e r y p o w e r f u l army**. T h e r u l e r o f 
N a r g u n d , B h a v e , f ough t b r a v e l y to the b i t t e res t e n d b u t fo r 
w a n t o f a n y t i m e l y ass is tance f r o m P o o n a , his s m a l l a r m y 
was e a s i l y vanqu i shed* ' . T h e m o m e n t the c i t y o f N a r g u n d 
f e l l , T i p u l i k e a h u n g r y wol f , r u shed s t r a i g h t to the ru le r ' s 
pa l ace , h i s M u s l i m a r m y b u r n i n g a n d p l u n d e r i n g the c i t i zens 
a n d t h e i r houses. There he a r res ted the r u l e r , B h a v e , h i m 
sel f a n d h i s v a l i a n t m i n i s t e r , P e t h e , a n d p u t h e a v y fet ters 
o n the i r hands a n d feet. T h e y a n d the i r r e l a t ives , t h e i r 
f ami l i e s a n d f r iends were a l l subjected to unbearable t o r t u r e . 
T h e b r u t a l h u m i l i a t i o n T i p u h i m s e l f i n f l i c t ed o n the r o y a l 
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l ad i e s i n the pa lace a n d caused h i s fo l lowers to pe rpe t r a t e 
e lsewhere i n the c i t y is b e y o n d a l l d e s c r i p t i o n ! T h e y o u n g 
a n d f a i r ones o f the r o y a l l ad ies were first p u t to i n h u m a n 
t o r t u r e a n d then b r u t a l l y r a v i s h e d . T i p u l o c k e d i n h i s h a r e m 
the e x c e p t i o n a l l y b e a u t i f u l y o u n g l a d y f r o m t h e r o y a l f a m i l y 
a n d t o o k h e r to h i s c a p i t a l . T h e s ight o f the i n h u m a n a n d 
d i sg race fu l t r e a tmen t m e t e d ou t to her daughters a n d d a u g h 
t e r s - i n - l a w , nieces a n d g rand-daugh te r s b r o k e the h e a r t o f 
Pe the ' s g r a n d o l d m o t h e r a n d she d i e d i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y . 

567. T i p u ' s a r m y too spared no pa in s i n t o r t u r i n g a n d 
v i o l a t i n g the H i n d u m e n a n d w o m e n i n the c i t y o f N a r g u n d 
a n d p l u n d e r e d to t h e i r fu l les t s a t i s f ac t ion the p a l a t i a l r e s i 
dences o f the w e a l t h y L i n g a y a t s as a lso eve ry s ingle house o f 
t h e commones t o f H i n d u c i t i z ens . P i n a l l y , s e t t i ng fire to 
t h e i r houses, T i p u c a r r i e d a w a y the select H i n d u men a n d 
w o m e n as abjec t slaves**. 

568. T i p u n e x t f e l l v i o l e n t l y o n the o the r H i n d u s ta te 
o f K i t t u r a n d s t a m p e d i t ou t o f exis tence i n l i k e m a n n e r . 
H e h i m s e l f repeated a n d made h is a r m y repeat to the l a t t e r 
a l l the i n f e r n a l ou t rages , w h i c h were pe r fo rmed a t N a r g u n d , 
•on the K i t t u r r u l e r , h i s f a m i l y , a l l the m e n a n d w o m e n i n h is 
p a y a n d a l l the peop le i n the city**. 

569 . B y t h i s t i m e the m a i n b o d y o f the M a r a t h a a r m y 
was a d v a n c i n g r a p i d l y r econque r ing the r eg ions a n d c i t ies 
f o r m e r l y sub juga ted b y T i p u . S k i p p i n g ove r t h e other 
d e t a i l s o f t h i s c a m p a i g n o n T i p u , w h i c h are no t qu i t e 
p e r t i n e n t to the t o p i c i n h a n d , we t h i n k i t qui te sufficient 
to say t h a t i n the e n d S a r d a r P a t w a r d h a n , P h a d k e , B e h a r e 
H o l k a r , B h o n s a l e a n d o the r M a r a t h a ch ie f t a ins r o u t e d the 
M u s l i m armies o f T i p u on v a r i o u s bat t le-f ie lds a n d after 
r e scu ing the w h o l e o f K a r n a t a k * * pressed h i m b a c k u p to 
M y s o r e a n d there e n c i r c l e d h i m i n t o a t i g h t g r i p ! S n a t c h i n g 
t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y o f T i p u ' s d i s t ress , the E n g l i s h a t M a d r a s 
t o o m a r c h e d o n h i m . A s the s t rokes o f the M a r a t h a s w o r d s 
a n d t h e t h ru s t s o f t h e i r spears began to m a k e b l o o d y 
inc i s ions o n the b a c k of T i p u ' s r e l ig ious f a n a t i c i s m , the d e v i l 
i n h i m began t o re len t a n d his haught iness began to t e m p e r 
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d o w n . T i p u grew desponden t . 

A N D T H E N T I P U F E L L A T T H E F E E T O F 
H I N D U G O D S 

570. W h e t h e r t o appease the M a r a t h a s o r to w i n b a c k 
the m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s g r o a n i n g so re ly u n d e r the y o k e o f h i s 
r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c u t i o n , T i p u a l l o f a s u d d e n began t o m a k e 
muni f i cen t g r an t s t o H i n d u temples* ' . H e e v e n h a d n e w 
i d o l s c e r e m o n i o u s l y i n s t a l l e d * ' i n the b i g t emples f o r m e r l y 
smashed to pieces b y h i s o w n M u s l i m h i r e l i n g s . H e reques ted 
the H i n d u Brahmins** t o p r a y t o t h e i r gods i n v a r i o u s H i n d u 
t emp le s t h a t he m i g h t get success i n t h i s w a r w i t h t h e 
M a r a t h a s . I n o r d e r t o please the v e r y B r a h m i n s w h o m he 
h a t e d m o s t b i t t e r l y a n d t o r t u r e d m e r c i l e s s l y he n o w p a i d 
t h e m la rge sums o f m o n e y ' " . H e h a d ce r emon ia l p r a y e r s 
m a d e . H e h i m s e l f p a i d g rea t homage to Shree S h a n k a r a -
c h a r y a ' ! (of Sh r inge r i ) to ave r t the i m m i n e n t c a l a m i t y , a s k e d 
for h is b less ings , w h i c h the g rea t m a n r e a d i l y gave '* . T i p u 
n o t o n l y a t t e n d e d the C h a r i o t - f e s t i v a l o f c e r t a i n H i n d u g o d s 
a t K a n c h i , b u t he h i m s e l f w a l k e d i n the fes t ive p roces s ion . 
W i t h h i s o w n hands he i g n i t e d the fire-works" to h e i g h t e n 
the fes t ive s p i r i t o f the occas ion . 

D E M O N S W O R S H I P G O D S 

571 . I t is s a i d t h a t even d e v i l s s t a r t w o r s h i p p i n g t h o s e 
gods w h o have the weapons p o w e r f u l enough t o des t roy t h e 
enemy. 

B u t n e i t h e r G o d n o r D e v i l came to save the w i c k e d 
T i p u f rom t h a t c a l a m i t y a n d a t l a s t af ter t w o or th ree 
e x p e d i t i o n s the M a r a t h a s a n d the E n g l i s h forces sub juga 
t e d the w h o l e o f h i s k i n g d o m . T i p u h i m s e l f was k i l l e d 
i n 1799, a n d h i s d o m i n i o n s were d i v i d e d . T h e s m a l l p o r t i o n 
f o r m e r l y b e l o n g i n g t o the H i n d u K i n g o f T r a v a n c o r e w a s 
r e t u r n e d to h i m a n d the o r i g i n a l r o y a l f a m i l y o f t h e 
V o d y a r s was r e i n s t a l l e d at M y s o r e . Some o f the r e m a i n i n g 
t e r r i t o r y was t a k e n over b y the E n g l i s h , w h i l e the l a rge t r a c t 
f r o m K a r n a t a k t o the T u n g b h a d r a r i v e r was a n n e x e d b y t h e 
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M a r a t h a s to t h e i r empi re . A l l the H i n d u s ta tes , w h i c h h e 
h a d v o w e d to w i p e ou t a t the t i m e o f h i s access ion t o t h e 
th rone , began once a g a i n to ru le peace fu l ly i n t h e i r o w n 
p laces . I f a n y one was t o t a l l y r u i n e d , i t was T i p u h i m s e l f 
w i t h a l l h i s M u s l i m t e r r i t o r y . 

H I N D U S ' S U C C E S S 

572 . T h u s the v i o l e n t r e l i g i o u s aggress ion unde r T i p u ' s 
l e a d e r s h i p , w h i c h the M u s l i m s i n S o u t h I n d i a h a d l a u n c h e d 
a n d pe rpe t r a t ed w i t h a crescendo aga ins t t h e H i n d u s d u r i n g 
the two decades or so i m m e d i a t e l y p r e c e d i n g the y e a r A . D . 
1790 was h e r o i c a l l y a n d success fu l ly p u t d o w n b y t h e H i n d u s 
p o l i t i c a l l y as we l l as o n the ba t t l e - f i e ld . 

M U S L I M S G A I N 

673 . M a r a t h a w a r r i o r s , c l a i m i n g to defend H i n d u r e l i 
g i o n , smashed the M u s l i m m i l i t a r y a n d p o l i t i c a l m i g h t as has 
been a l r e a d y desc r ibed . B u t t h e y d i d n o t s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 
d e a l a n y coun te r -b low t o t h e i r r e l ig ious f ront i n o r d e r t o 
repu lse and avenge t h e i r a l l - o u t a t t e m p t to d i s r u p t H i n d u i s m , 
t h e i r mass -convers ions o f H i n d u s , t h e i r mos t he inous a t t a c k s 
u p o n the c h a s t i t y o f t housands o f H i n d u w o m e n . T h e y d i d 
n o t severe ly p e n a l i z e the pe rpe t r a to r s o f these c r imes . N o , 
t h e y d i d n o t d o a n y t h i n g o f the k i n d t o a t t a c k the M u s l i m 
r e l i g i o n i n r e t u r n ! 

T H E R E S U L T 

674-676. T h e i n e v i t a b l e consequence was t h a t the t w o o r 
t h r e e h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d f o r c i b l y c o n v e r t e d H i n d u m e n a n d 
w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n r e m a i n e d g r o a n i n g w i t h agony i n the c l u t 
ches o f the M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y i n S o u t h I n d i a . A l t h o u g h T i p u ' s 
p o l i t i c a l power p e r i s h e d c o m p l e t e l y u n d e r the h e a v y coun te r 
b lows o f the c o m b i n e d M a r a t h a - E n g l i s h swords a n d spears , 
the r e l ig ious d o m i n a t i o n he fo rced o n the m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s 
g r e w ever s t ronger a n d s t ronger i n the absence o f a n y counter -
offensive. T h e fu tu r e genera t ions o f these c o n v e r t e d H i n d u s , 
i n the absence o f a n y i m m e d i a t e r econve r s ion , wen t o n a d d i n g 
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r a p i d l y to the n u m e r i c a l s t r eng th o f t h e enemy o f H i n d u i s m 
b y a t least one a n d a h a l f t imes or t w i c e as m u c h . B e i n g 
b r o u g h t u p f r o m b i r t h u n d e r the I s l a m i c influence, t h i s 
fu ture p rogeny o f the H i n d u conver t s became the i nve t e r a t e 
enemies o f the H i n d u s a n d ins t ead o f des i r ing to come b a c k to 
H i n d u i s m t h e y cher i shed , l i k e the -wolf i n the 'Aesop ' s f ab l e s ' , 
the fiendish a m b i t i o n o f c o n v e r t i n g the rest o f the H i n d u s t o 
i s l a m . T h e y cons idered i t t h e i r mos t sacred d u t y ! 

576. I f the M a r a t h a s h a d so r e t a l i a t e d , a l l those t w o 
o r three h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d H i n d u men a n d w o m e n r e c e n t l y 
c o n v e r t e d , d u r i n g those four o r five years o f the w a r w i t h 
T i p u , w o u l d have , i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , cour ted H i n d u i s m m o s t 
w i l l i n g l y , because o f the l ove t h e y bore for t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
f ami l i es a n d r e l a t ives a n d because o f the pangs o f s e p a r a t i o n 
t h a t t h e y suffered. T h e i r d e v o t i o n to a n d f a sc ina t ion f o r 
t h e i r r ecen t ly l o s t r e l i g i o n , t h e i r l ove a n d affect ion fo r t h e i r 
separa ted H i n d u fa thers a n d mothers , sons and daughters , 
r e l a t i v e s a n d f r iends mus t have at tha t t i m e been so acu te 
a n d fresh as to cause them m a n y a hear t -ache a n d to m a k e 
them shed m a n y a n agon ized t ea r a t t h e i r s l igh tes t m e n t i o n 
a n d r e c o l l e c t i o n . 

577. H o w v e r y s i m p l e i t w o u l d have been, a t t h a t t i m e , 
t o r e c o n v e r t a l l those l uck l e s s t w o o r three h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d 
H i n d u b re th ren a n d absorb t h e m a l l i n the H i n d u soc ie ty ! 

578. A f t e r T i p u ' s defeat, the v i c t o r i o u s M a r a t h a a r m i e s 
o f S a r d a r P a t w a r d h a n , H o l k a r , B a s t e a n d o the r grea t ch ie f 
t a in s were r e t u r n i n g t r i u m p h a n t l y to M a h a r a s h t r a f rom t h e i r 
r e spec t ive f ronts a n d b y different routes . T h e i r m u l t i p l e 
i n f a n t r y , c a v a l r y and a r t i l l e r y br igades were g a i l y fluttering 
t h e i r saf f ron-coloured banners a n d r e n d i n g the sk ies w i t h 
t h e i r w a r - c r y ' H a r H a r M a h a d e v !' A n d i n those v e r y 
d i s t r i c t s , t owns a n d c i t ies o f M y s o r e , K a r n a t a k a n d M a h a r a 
sh t r a t h r o u g h w h i c h these w a r r i o r s p a r a d e d t h e i r v i c t o r i o u s 
e x u l t a t i o n , l a y r o t t i n g a n d s l a v i n g i n v a r i o u s M u s l i m houses', 
t he thousands o f a b d u c t e d H i n d u w o m e n w h i l e m e n e q u a l l y 
la rge i n n u m b e r s , were l e a d i n g a mise rab le l i fe o f shame a n d 
remorse for t he i r fo rced c o n v e r s i o n t o I s l a m . T h e e x u l t a n t 
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w a r cries o f ' H a r H a r M a h a d e v ' o f these H i n d u w a r r i o r s , 
f o l l o w i n g c lo se ly the g l a d news o f v i c t o r y a n d the d o w n f a l l 
o f the M u s l i m s ta te o f M y s o r e , m u s t have i n f o r m e d t h e m o f 
the t r i u m p h a l m a r c h o f the M a r a t h a conque r ing a r m i e s 
t h r o u g h t h e i r o w n towns , v i l l ages a n d c i t i e s . H o w eage r ly 
these u n f o r t u n a t e H i n d u c o n v e r t s — a n d espec ia l ly the w o m e n 
— m u s t have h a s t e n e d to c r o w d the w i n d o w s , doors , fissures 
a n d s m a l l openings o f those M u s l i m p r i s o n - l i k e houses a n d 
cot tages to have a t least a fleeting g l impse o f those m a r t i a l 
process ions ! A n d h o w k e e n l y m u s t t h e i r so re ly afflicted 
hea r t s have fe l t the h a p p y y e t a c u t e l y p a i n f u l pangs o f 
in tense e x p e c t a t i o n o f i m m i n e n t de l ive rance f rom those 
Satanic M u s l i m dungeons and confines ! " A t l a s t—at l o n g 
l a s t — t h e y h a v e come ! " t h e y m i g h t have s a i d t o themse lves , 
" O u r / m y - H i n d u b ro the r s have come t r a m p l i n g d o w n t h e 
w i c k e d hear ts o f the M u s l i m t y r a n t s to d e l i v e r us f r o m t h e i r 
ab j ec t s e r v i t u d e ! " O n occasions some o f t h e m m i g h t have 
v e r y p r o b a b l y seen t h e i r o w n fa thers o r b ro the r s o r husbands 
o r r e l a t ives o r a t least some ne ighbours p r o u d l y s t r u t t i n g 
t h r o u g h the s treets i n t h e i r t r i u m p h a l marches ! 

T H E L A C K O F W I L L 

579. O n such occasions i f o n l y these p r o u d l y m a r c h i n g 
m i l i t a r y de tachments o f H i n d u w a r r i o r s h a d s i m p l y w i l l e d 
i t , t h e y c o u l d have , i n no t i m e , set free those thousands o f 
mi se rab le H i n d u m e n a n d w o m e n r o t t i n g i n M u s l i m bondages 
T h e y c o u l d h a v e s i m p l y gone on d o i n g i t jus t as t h e y passed 
a l o n g the s treets ! So s i m p l e the whole t h i n g r e a l l y was . 
B u t . . . ! 

580 . F o r , a t t h a t t i m e the M u s l i m s , ne i the r i n d i v i d u a l l y 
n o r c o l l e c t i v e l y h a d any courage or s t r eng th left i n t h e m t o 
oppose the t r i u m p h a n t H i n d u a r m y . A t the a p p r o a c h o f the 
M a r a t h a s o l d i e r y , the M u l l a - M o u l a v i s a n d the rogues, k n a v e s 
a n d b r i g a n d s were a t g rea t p a i n s to h i d e t h e i r faces i n t o 
w h i c h e v e r n o o k o r d i t c h t h e y c o u l d find i n o rde r t o save 
t h e i r l i v e s . 

5 8 0 - A . I f o n l y one gay b las t f r o m t h e M a r a t h a b u g l e 
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L a d r u n g o u t a n d r eve rbe ra t ed t h r o u g h eve ry t o w n a n d 
e v e r y v i l l a g e a s s u r i n g the people i n some such m a n n e r ! 
" C o m e , 0 y o u , H i n d u mothe r s a n d s is ters , come ! Y o u , w h o 
have been w i c k e d l y p o l l u t e d a n d fo rced to do a l l so r t s o f 
m e n i a l a n d d i r t y w r e t c h e d w o r k i n the M u s l i m househo ld , 
come out , come unde r o u r p r o t e c t i o n ! W e , y o u r foster-
b ro the r s , have come to y o u r doors i n o rde r t o rescue y o u a n d 
t a k e y o u t o y o u r r e spec t ive f ami l i e s . W h i c h e v e r M u s l i m 
comes to o b s t r u c t y o u , d ies i n s t a n t l y ! M a y t h a t M u s l i m be 
t h e n a m a n o r a w o m a n , o f h i g h r a n k or l o w ! S i m i l a r l y , O 
y o u he lp l e s s ly c o n v e r t e d H i n d u b r e t h r e n come, j o i n us w h e n 
a n d where y o u c a n ; j o i n ou r conquer ing b r igades ! T h e 
m o m e n t y o u ga the r u n d e r th i s Saf f ron-coloured H i n d u banner , 
y o u w i l l h a v e e v e r y so r t o f p r o t e c t i o n . " 

5 8 0 - B . I f o n l y such a r eas su r ing b las t was h e a r d a n d 
echoed t h r o u g h towns a n d v i l l a g e s , t housands u p o n thousands 
o f those i l l - f a t e d H i n d u conver t s , m e n a n d w o m e n , mo the r s 
a n d s is ters , w o u l d a l l have r u s h e d m o s t w i l l i n g l y a n d o f 
t h e i r o w n a c c o r d t o j o i n those M a r a t h a w a r r i o r s . A n d t h e y 
a l l c o u l d have been m o s t e a s i l y pu r i f i ed a n d r e c o n v e r t e d t o 
H i n d u i s m a n d t h e | M u s l i m re l ig ious v i c t o r y unde r T i p u ' s 
l e ade r sh ip w o u l d h a v e been t o t a l l y n u l l i f i e d . 

B U T A L A S ! N O B O D Y E V E R T H O U G H T O F T H I S ! 

581 . N e i t h e r those M a r a t h a w a r r i o r s , n o r t h e i r 
commander s , n o r the S a r d a r s a n d C h i e f t a i n s , n o r the 
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a s , n a y n o t even the P e s h w a at P o o n a , no r 
the C h h a t r a p a t i s o f S a t a r a a n d K o l h a p u r — a l a s ! n o t a s ingle 
H i n d u sou l ever d r e a m t o f t h i s s i m p l e w a y o f r econve r s ion 
o f those i l l - s t a r r e d H i n d u s ! N o b o d y o f t h e m ever fe l t 
a shamed o f m a r c h i n g s t r a i g h t ahead w i t h o u t c a s t i n g so m u c h 
as a s y m p a t h e t i c g lance a t the thousands o f the b r u t a l l y 
r a v a g e d H i n d u mo the r s a n d s is ters ! T h e i r m a r t i a l d r u m s 
a n d p ipes p r o c l a i m e d t o t h e w o r l d t h e i r m i l i t a r y a n d p o l i t i c a l 
v i c t o r y I The M a r a t h a companies a n d b a t t a l i o n s p r o u d l y 
p a r a d e d t h r o u g h the v i l l ages , t o w n s a n d c i t ies s u p r e m e l y 
u n c o n c e r n e d a b o u t the t w o or three h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d o f 
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t h e i r mise rab le H i n d u b r e t h r e n i n M u s l i m bondage . N o , 
no ! n o t a s ingle mise rab le s o u l was a t t h a t t i m e r econve r t ed 
t o H i n d u i s m ! 

582 . T h e n a t u r a l consequence o f i t a l l was t h a t those 
thousands o f o u r b r u t a l l y conve r t ed H i n d u mo the r s a n d 
s is ters a n x i o u s l y w a i t i n g for the v i c t o r i o u s H i n d u a rmies t o 

•set t hem free f rom those h e l l i s h t o r tu r e s a n d d e a t h - l i k e 
h u m i l i a t i o n i n the M u s l i m p r i s o n - l i k e homes m u s t h a v e m o s t 
p r o b a b l y t u r n e d a w a y f rom the doors a n d w i n d o w s i n u t t e r 

•despair ! T o see none o f the so ld ie r s ever c a r i n g to recognize 
a n d p i t y t hem—le t a lone t o rescue a n d r econve r t t h e m - ^ 
m u s t have r en t t h e i r hear ts i n t w o ! T h e y m u s t have res igned 
themselves he lp less ly t o the M u s l i m bondage a n d r o t t e d t i l l 
•death b r i n g i n g f o r t h M u s l i m offsprings ! W h a t wonder i f t h e y 
j n i g h t have borne the b i t t e r e s t g rudge aga ins t these u n a v a i l 
i n g H i n d u b r e t h r e n ! 

583. O n the o the r h a n d , t h e M u l l a - M o u l a v i s a n d the 
M u s l i m h o o l i g a n s a n d rogues w h o h a d so f a r d i s appea red 
"underground for fear o f dea th v e r y soon came to k n o w t h a t 
.nei ther those v i c t o r i o u s a rmies , no r t h e i r chiefs, nor even 
t h e ru le r s a n d a d m i n i s t r a t o r s o f H i n d u s ta tes were g o i n g t o 
p u n i s h t h e m i n d i v i d u a l l y o r c o l l e c t i v e l y fo r a l l the wrongs 
t h e y h a d p e r p e t r a t e d aga ins t the H i n d u s . B e i n g t h u s a s su red 
-of safe ty t h e y came o u t b o l d l y a n d began to m o v e abou t 
f r e e l y a n d enjoy, as t h e i r l ega l r i g h t , the a b d u c t e d H i n d u 
w o m e n a n d t h e p l u n d e r e d H i n d u p r o p e r t y as t h e i r o w n . I t 
-also m i g h t h a v e h a p p e n e d t h a t m a n y H i n d u s h a d the 
m i s f o r t u n e t o wi tness m e e k l y w i t h t h e i r o w n eyes t h e i r o w n 
daugh te r s a n d nieces a n d daugh te r s - i n - l aw s l a v i n g as w i v e s 
or m a i d s i n M u s l i m houses i n t h e i r o w n v i l l a g e s a n d towns . 

i B u t s t r a n g e l y enough ne i the r the H i n d u p o p u l a t i o n there 
•nor t h e H i n d u a d m i n i s t r a t o r s no r aga in the officers a t those 
-places ever t h o u g h t o f f ree ing a n y o f those l uck l e s s l ad ies ! 
H a r d l y a n y s u c h ins tance is r eco rded i n h i s t o r y . F o r , t h e 

E i n d u s h a d c u l t i v a t e d a shameless r e l ig ious conce i t f o r ove r 
-centur ies toge ther to suffer a l l the h e a r t - r e n d i n g h u m i l i a t i o n 
w i t h o u t a p r i c k o f conscience . N o b o d y as a r u l e is a shamed 
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o f a t h i n g w h i c h i s n o t cons ide red b l a m e w o r t h y b y the-
soc ie ty . Because o f the one ban on r econver s ion w h a t was: 
t h i s shameless pe rve r s ion o f ideas a n d emo t ions to w h i c h the-
H i n d u soc ie ty h a d b r o u g h t i t s e l f ! 

A H E A P O F C O N T E M P O R A R Y D O C U M E N T A R Y 
E V I D E N C E 

584. A b u n d a n t i n f o r m a t i o n i n a l l de ta i l s i s now-
a v a i l a b l e abou t t h i s w a r w i t h T i p u . H i s t o r i e s w r i t t e n i n 
E n g l i s h b y M a r s h m a n a n d others , those i n M a r a t h i b y R a o 
B a h a d u r Sa rdesa i a n d the c o n t e m p o r a r y correspondence o f 
the t h e n E n g l i s h d i p l o m a t s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s a n d p o l i t i c a l ' 
agents a n d ambassadors have b e e n p u b l i s h e d . R e s e a r c h , 
schola rs l i k e R a j w a d e , P a r a s m i s a n d K h a r e have b r o u g h t t o 
l i g h t heaps o f l e t t e r s b y the Chiefs o f the M a r a t h a Sta tes , 
t h e i r subo rd ina t e officers a n d ambassadors a n d agents , of" 
merchants a n d m e n o f r a n k i n the soc i e ty , o f v a r i o u s peop le 
i n p o l i t i c a l , r e l i g ious a n d s o c i a l w a l k s o f l i f e . A c lear p i c t u r e 
pa in t s i t s e l f o f the d a i l y r o u t i n e l i f e o f t h e H i n d u S o c i e t y o f 
the t i m e , i t s hab i t s a n d cus toms, i t s codes o f r e l i g ious , 
p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l conduc t , i t s e th ics a n d p h i l o s o p h y , i f 
one cares to r e a d the d i spa tches o f the grea t pe r sona l i t i e s o f 
the t imes l i k e H a r i p a n t P h a d k e to N a n a P h a d n a v i s a t P o o n a 
abou t h is a s soc ia t ion w i t h L o r d C o r n w a l l i s , a t the b a t t l e o f 
S h r e e r a n g p a t t a m a g a i n s t T i p u , those a b o u t h is h i g h l e v e l -
d iscourses o n w a r - m o v e s a n d t rea t i es , d o w n to the letters^ 
d e s c r i b i n g the r a id s o f robbers , a n d p i l g r i m a g e s o f d e v o u t 
p i l g r i m s , le t ters o f t r a v e l s a n d those g i v i n g m a r k e t ra tes a n d 
a lso those o f S h a n k a r a c h a r y a c o m p l a i n i n g a b o u t the^ 
r a n s a c k i n g o f h i s ' A s h r a m ' ! 

585. B u t no ev idence c a n be g e n e r a l l y f o u n d i n a l l t h i s , 
heap o f documen t s to show i f a n y o n e was y e a r n i n g to avenge 
the M u s l i m a t roc i t i e s a n d t h e i r r e l i g ious v i c t o r y o v e r the ' 
H i n d u s . N o H i n d u commande r n o r a s m a l l t r o o p o f so ld ie r s , , 
n o r even a g roup o f m e n is ever r e p o r t e d to h a v e d r a w n , 
swords to rescue t h e c o n v e r t e d H i n d u w o m e n a n d t o cu t . 
d o w n the M u s l i m mi sc rean t s . N o one i s r e p o r t e d t o have? 



5 T H G L O R I O U S E P O C H 23a 

fe l t a n y shame a t the h u m i l i a t i o n o f these u n f o r t u n a t e 
•women a n d a t the H i n d u f a i l u r e to rescue t h e m . These 
hundreds a n d hund reds o f le t te rs show a l a m e n t a b l e w a n t o f 
r e a l i z a t i o n — n o t t o speak o f a n y a n x i e t y abou t i t — o n the 
p a r t o f the H i n d u soc i e ty , t h a t d a y b y d a y t h e y were losing, 
t e r r i t o r y a n d power so fa r as t h e i r r e l i g i o n was concerned . 
H o w s o e v e r s t range a n d sad i t m i g h t appear the fac t canno t 
be g a i n s a i d . N o t a w o r d seems to have been b rea thed or 
r eco rded abou t the r e t a l i a t i o n o f the M u s l i m a t r o c i t i e s — l e t 
a lone i t s a c t u a l execu t i on ! 

586. W e m a y set aside the w h o l e heap o f c o n t e m p o r a r y 
documen t s b u t we canno t he lp re fe r r ing to one l e t t e r o f 
H a r i p a n t P h a d k e i n p a r t i c u l a r . T h e sa id le t te r '* was w r i t t e n 
t o N a n a P h a d n a v i s i n f o r m i n g h i m o f the t w o sons o f T i p u , 
t a k e n as hostages b y the M a r a t h a s a n d the E n g l i s h to ensure 
t h e p r o m p t execu t i on o f the te rms o f the t r ea ty , w h i c h was 
s igned b y T i p u after h is defeat . W r i t e s H a r i p a n t P h a d k e , 
pe rhaps ca sua l l y , to show how they h a d b rough t T i p u to s u c h 
a m i s e r a b l y l o w c o n d i t i o n , — 

5 8 6 - A . " L o r d C o r n w a l l i s sent the t w o sons o f T i p u to
me. W h e n I saw t h e m t h e y p l e a d e d t h e y were h u n g r y . I sent 
t hem to a n e i g h b o u r i n g t en t a n d o rde red t h a t t hey s h o u l d 
be w e l l f ed . T h e n af ter some t i m e t h e y were r e t u r n e d to the 
E n g l i s h camp o f L o r d C o r n w a l l i s ! " 

586- B . T h e i n c i d e n t referred t o i n th i s l e t t e r a n d t h e 
one we are s h o r t l y g o i n g to quote here w i t h reference to t h e 
B a t t l e o f K h a r d a h o l d as i t were to a sea rch ing a n a l y s i s 
under the X - r a y the p e r v e r t e d sense of v i r tues w h i c h h a d 
pe rmea t ed , t h r o u g h centur ies , to the m a r r o w o f the H i n d u 
soc i e ty , r ende r ing i t s l o v e n l y a n d inbec i l e a n d insens ib le to. 
a l l sor t s o f shamefu l h u m i l i a t i o n . 

587- 588. H a r i p a n t P h a d k e ' s g e n i a l t r ea tmen t o f T i p u ' s 
t w o sons r e m i n d s us o f ano the r i n c i d e n t w h i c h b y con t ras t 
w i l l g ive us a p r a c t i c a l i l l u s t r a t i o n o f ou r d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e 
p e r v e r t e d H i n d u sense o f v i r t u e s i n p a r a g r a p h s 405 to 471 . 

588- A . I n the first o r the second decade o f the seven
teen th c e n t u r y the t e n t h G u r u o f o u r H i n d u - S i k h s , D h a r m v e e r 
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Shree G o v i n d s i n g f o u n d i t imposs ib l e t o con t i nue the w a r 
w i t h the M o g h u l s . H e was a t l a s t besieged i n the fo r t o f 
•Chamkaur '* a l o n g w i t h h i s sons. O v e r c o m e w i t h t e r ro r , some 
o f h is s w o r n d i sc ip l e s f rom the S i k h a r m y c o n s p i r e d to 
desert the i r G u r u j i , r enounce t h e i r S i k h r e l i g i o n a n d left the 
fo r t sec re t ly . T w o e l d e r sons o f the G u r u j i were k i l l e d 
before h is eyes i n the b a t t l e . A t l a s t i n the face o f s u c h 
g rave danger the G u r u j i a d v i s e d a l l to leave b a t t l e a n d r u n 
f o r l i fe wherever t h e y c o u l d . F i n d i n g a s u i t a b l e o p p o r t u n i t y 
he made g o o d h i s o w n escape. B u t i n t h a t confus ion t w o o f 
h i s sons, o f a t ender age o f 12 or be low, m i s s e d t h e w a y a n d 
f e l l i n t o the M u s l i m hands '* . H o w d i d the M u s l i m s t r ea t 
t hem a c c o r d i n g to T H E I R O W N R E L I G I O U S C O D E ? 

589. T h e L e t t e r o f H a r i p a n t P h a d k e re fer red to above 
shows h o w k i n d l y a n d s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y , a c c o r d i n g to T H E I R 

' O W N R E L I G I O U S C O D E , the M a r a t h a s t r e a t e d t h e t w o 
sons o f T i p u w h e n t h e y came i n t o t h e i r hands . 

590. O n the c o n t r a r y , as soon as the b r a v e cubs o f G u r u 
G o v i n d s i n g f e l l i n t o the M u s l i m h a n d s t h e y were t a k e n 
s t r a igh t t o t h e i r w a r c o u n c i l a n d a s k e d " A r e y o u w i l l i n g to 
be M u s l i m s ? I f so, y o u w i l l be g i v e n y o u r l i f e a n d e v e r y t h i n g 
y o u w a n t . O the rwise n o t h i n g ! " T h e c h i l d r e n answerd : " W e 
w o n ' t be M u s l i m s even i f ou r l i f e i s n o t s p a r e d " ! " I m m e d i 
a t e l y the d i a b o l i c M u s l i m jus t ice decreed t h a t the t w o s m a l l 

c h i l d r e n be f o r t h w i t h b u i l t a l i v e i n a b r i c k w a l l ! W h i l e 
t hey were thus be ing b u i l t i n t hey were a sked , as each b r i c k 
was p l a c e d on the w a l l , " D o y o u become M u s l i m s ? " T h e 
t w o b r a v e H i n d u cubs w o u l d r e p l y a g a i n a n d a g a i n " N o 
w e w o n ' t be M u s l i m s ! " T h e l a s t b r i c k was l a i d o n the heads 
•of b o t h the y o u n g m a r t y r s a n d t h e y ceased t o brea the ! 
E v e n t o d a y i f a t r u e H i n d u enters the v i c i n i t y o f t h a t scene 
•of m a r t y r d o m he w i l l v e r y l i k e l y hear the w o r d s r eve rbe ra 
t i n g the w h o l e a tmosphere there : ' ' I w o n ' t become a 
M u s l i m : n a y , n o t at a l l ! I am a H i n d u , I a m a S i k h ! I 
b r a v e l y cour t d e a t h " ! " 

5 9 1 . S u p p o s i n g t h a t b y a n adverse t u r n o f events t w o 
•chi ldren o f our Peshwas were t o f a l l i n the hands o f T i p u 
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o r a n y o the r M u s l i m r u l e r — w h a t then ? H e w o u l d n o t 
have f ed , as the H i n d u - h e a r t e d H a r i p a n t P h a d k e d i d , the 
t w o t ender -aged c h i l d r e n a n d r e t u r n e d t h e m to the P e s h w a !' 
S u c h a b e h a v i o u r w o u l d have been cons idered sacr i leg ious 
a n d c o w a r d l y a c c o r d i n g t o the M u s l i m r e l ig ious be l ie f ; t h e y 
w o u l d m o s t p r o b a b l y have been b u i l t up a a l i v e i n b r i c k -
w a l l s o r else w o u l d have been c rushed u n d e r an e l ephan t ' s 
foot . T h e H i n d u s , on the o the r h a n d , w o u l d n o t have 
avenged such b r u t a l i t y w i t h a n y h y p e r - b r u t a l r e t a l i a t i on , , 
even i f t h e y h a d h a d the s t r e n g t h a n d o p p o r t u n i t y to do so. 
F o r , the v i r u s o f the p e r v e r t e d sense o f v i r t u e s h a d been 
flowing t h r o u g h t h e i r a r t e r i e s a n d ve ins for centuries, 
together . 

592. I t s h o u l d be m a d e c lear a t t h i s v e r y stage t h a t the 
e th i c s o f w a r w h i c h d e m a n d e d t h a t a char io teer m u s t fight 
w i t h ano the r cha r io tee r o n l y , the s w o r d s h o u l d meet ano the r 
s w o r d a lone , t h a t the a r m e d w a r r i o r ough t n o t to fight 
w i t h an u n a r m e d one, t i l l he has been a r m e d e q u a l l y , t h a t 
a f a l l en , senseless w a r r i o r was never to be a t t a c k e d t i l l he h a d 
regained consciousness e tc . etc'*, was perhaps q u i t e s u i t a b l e 
for the a n c i e n t t imes before M a h a b h a r a t . F o r b o t h t h e 
c o n t e n d i n g pa r t i e s o b e y e d the same set o f ru les : b o t h 
w o r s h i p p e d the same e th ics o f w a r . T h e P a n d a w a s themselves 
h a d v io la ted*" , a t the ins tance o f L o r d K r i s h n a , m a n y o f 
these c h i v a l r o u s ru les o f w a r ! B u t the H i n d u s o f these 
m i d d l e ages forgot the lesson t a u g h t b y the B h a g w a t G e e t a , 
o f g i v i n g due c o n s i d e r a t i o n to the t i m e , p l ace a n d pe r son o r 
persons concerned w h i l e o b e y i n g these rules o f w a r . T h e y 
o n t h e i r o w n p a r t k e p t o n fighting the d i a b o l i c M u s l i m w a y s 
o f war w i t h the same o l d — o r i g i n a l l y sane a n d c i v i l i z e d b u t 
n o w o u t m o d e d a n d so h i g h l j ' s u i c i d a l — t a c t i c s i n war . 

5 9 2 - A . Bes ide s th i s i n c i d e n t o f T i p u ' s t\Hi sons , we 
s h o u l d l i k e to c i te a n o t h e r — e q u a l l y shamefu l for the M a r a t h a s 
a n d the H i n d u s , i n a s m u c h as i t offers ano the r i l l u s t r a t i o n o f 
the p e r v e r t e d sense o f v i r t u e s o f the H i n d u s o f those t imes I 
I t happened d u r i n g the B a t t l e o f K h a r d a (1795 A . D . ) aga in s t 
the N i z a m , the l a s t res t less ly w r i t h i n g r e m n a n t o f t h e 
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- M u s l i m power a t D e l h i ! T h e N i z a m was at t h a t t i m e 
c o m p l e t e l y a t the mercy o f the Marathas*^; he w o u l d have 

lieen w i p e d o u t o f ex is tence a n d s a v e d a l l fu r the r t r o u b l e , 
l j u t for the shameless e x h i b i t i o n o f t h i s p e r v e r t e d sense o f 
v i r t u e s , b y the M a r a t h a s ! 

593. T h e M a r a t h a forces w i t h t h e i r exce l len t s t r a t eg ic 
-moves h a d enc i rc l ed the N i z a m at such a desolate a n d d r y 
p l a c e t h a t h i s v a s t a r m y c o u l d get no food or water**. 
T h e s c a r c i t y o f d r i n k i n g w a t e r was so acute t h a t hund reds 
•of M u s l i m so ld ie r s d r a n k s t i n k i n g wa te r f r o m d i r t y poo l s , 
no t fit even for an ima l s* ' . N i z a m - a l l i h i m s e l f was a lmos t 
i n tears**. A n d a t t h i s mos t c r i t i c a l momen t the b i g M a r a t h a 
g u n s began to r e n d the skies w i t h t h e i r t h u n d e r i n g . 

594. B u t a t t h i s m o s t c r u c i a l m o m e n t the M a r a t h a 
w a r cab ine t was se ized w i t h such a p a r o x y s m o f t h e i r age-old 
i n c u r a b l e disease o f the p e r v e r t e d sense o f v i r t u e s v/z . , m i s 
p l a c e d generos i ty to w i t h h o l d the s t rokes a n d a l l o w t i m e to 
even the inve te ra t e f a i n t i n g enemy to r ega in consciousness , 

-that h a d i t l a s ted a l i t t l e longer , the scales o f w a r w o u l d 
have t u r n e d aga ins t the H i n d u s themselves a n d the M u s l i m s 
w o u l d never have f a i l e d to a n n i h i l a t e t h e m c o m p l e t e l y . A t 
a t i m e when the N i z a m h imse l f , the ch ie f enemy of the 

M a r a t h a s , was d y i n g o f t h i r s t a n d when the M a r a t h a s 
l u c k i l y h a d the best o p p o r t u n i t y o f c a p t u r i n g h i m a l i v e a n d 
o f d e s t r o y i n g h is w h o l e a r m y the P e s h w a , S a w a i M a d h a v r a o , 
was i n s p i r e d w i t h the g r a n d idea** t h a t the t rue g rea tness 
o f a w a r r i o r was to show m e r c y to the down-cas t enemy. H e , 
therefore, sent , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h h is war -cab ine t , a v e r y 
v a l u a b l e s u p p l y o f wa te r enough for the N i ^ a m a n d h i s 
r o y a l f a m i l y f rom his o w n s tock o f d r i n k i n g w a t e r w h i c h was 
p rese rved w i t h no less d i f f i c u l t y . A n d th i s was done i n the 
t h i c k o f the f r a y — q u i t e cons i s t en t l y w i t h the m a x i m : g^j 

(Forgiveness is the v i r t u e of the b rave ) . [Remember 
for a con t ras t ' T h e B a t t l e o f S a m u g a d or S h a m b h u g a d ' 
(1658 .A.D) a n d the siege of A g r a b y A u r a n g z e b — S h a h a j a h a n 
was b r o u g h t to h is knees b y c u t t i n g off the w a t e r s u p p l y to 
t h e fo r t o f Agra**] . 
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A F I N E I L L U S T R A T I O N O F S E L F -
C O N T R A D I C T I O N ! 

595. A c o m m o n b e l i e f seems t o p r e v a i l t h a t the H i n d u s 
s t r i c t l y b a n n e d a n y r e c o n v e r s i o n o f M u s l i m i z e d H i n d u s o r 
a n y c o n v e r s i o n o f b o r n M u s l i m s because t h e y d r e a d e d fresh 

•outrages f rom the M u s l i m s i n I n d i a a n d perhaps new h o r r i b l e 
i n v a s i o n s o f f o r e i g n M u s l i m s r e s u l t i n g i n u n t o l d m o n s t r o -
c i t i e s a n d consequent h o r r i b l e r e t r i b u t i o n . 

596. I t is p u r p o s e l y to s h o w h o w erroneous , u n r e a l i s t i c 
a n d w h o l l y i m p r o b a b l e , t h i s b e l i e f i s t h a t we have quo ted 
the episode the M a r a t h a w a r w i t h T i p u . w h i c h p r o v i d e s 
a m p l e h i s t o r i c a l ev idence t o s u p p o r t a l l the p o i n t s we have 
made so f a r . 

597 . S e t t i n g as ide t h a t episode o f the w a r w i t h T i p u 
fo r a w h i l e , i t i s enough to pose a ques t i on : i f a t a l l , t he 
- H i n d u s were so t e r r i b l y a n d i n c e s s a n t l y obsessed w i t h the 
•dread o f M u s l i m r e t a l i a t i o n t h e y w o u l d have offered no 
res i s tance , howsoeve r s l i g h t i t m i g h t have been ! T h e y w o u l d 
never h a v e c o u n t e r - a t t a c k e d the M u s l i m s on the p o l i t i c a l 
a n d m i l i t a r y f ronts a n d w o n a t g rea t o d d s . F o r , i t is o n l y 
i n those H i n d u s ta tes w h i c h , the M u s l i m s conquered , t h a t 

• s u c h r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c u t i o n o f the H i n d u s was , o r w o u l d have 
been , poss ib l e for t h e M u s l i m s . I f a t a l l the H i n d u s were 
t o d r e a d a n y t h i n g t h e y s h o u l d h a v e d readed the M u s l i m 
a r m e d p o l i t i c a l aggress ion first. B u t b a r r i n g m i n o r i n c i d e n t s 

-and l o o k i n g a t t h i s g i g a n t i c s t rugg le i n one b r o a d sweep, 
the reader can c l e a r l y see t h a t i n o r d e r to p ro t ec t t h e i r 
s tates a n d r e l i g i o n the H i n d u s h a d fought g r i m a n d deter -

i m i n e d ba t t l e s r i g h t f r o m the t imes o f M a h m u d o f G h a z n i ' s 
a n d G h o r i ' s d e m o n i c a l r a ids . T h e y lo s t t he i r states, t h e y w o n 
t h e i r s ta tes ! Defea t a n d v i c t o r y , v i c t o r y and defeat ! T h e 
for tunes o f the fields changed i n q u i c k success ion ! B u t fo r 
m o r e t h a n seven centur ies the H i n d u s k e p t o n fighting the 
M u s l i m s t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e o f I n d i a , fought e v e r y i n c h 

-of i t a n d finally b r o u g h t the m i g h t y M u s l i m e n e m y to h is 
- inees i n abject su r render ! T o say t h a t these H i n d u s w o u l d 
J i a v e ever ca red a two-pence for the fiercer rage o f the M u s l i m 
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revenge is i n i t s e l f a fine i l l u s t r a t i o n o f s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t i o n ! 
698. O f course , the M u s l i m s h a d neve r to w o r r y i n t h e 

least abou t the s e c u r i t y o f t h e i r r e l ig ious d o m i n a t i o n i n 
I n d i a ! T h e H i n d u s were firm as regards one t h i n g : n e v e r 
t o conve r t a n y M u s l i m , n o t to coun te r - a t t a ck the sphere o f 
the M u s l i m r e l ig ious influence; no r aga in to h a r m t h e m i n 
a n y w a y i n mat te r s r e l ig ious ; fo r , a l l these ac t ions were 
c o m p l e t e l y c o n t r a r y t o the H i n d u r e l i g ious f a i t h ! T h e 
M u s l i m s h a d o n l y one a n x i e t y as to h o w to sp read the I s l a m i c 
f a i t h i n c e s s a n t l y t h r o u g h o u t the l eng th a n d b r e a d t h o f I n d i a , 
even i f the H i n d u s h a d reconquered p o l i t i c a l power ! W e h a v e 
a l r e a d y d iscussed a t different p laces i n t h i s b o o k the t r e m 
endous loss to the H i n d u n a t i o n th i s M u s l i m r e l i g ious 
aggress ion h a d caused. O n l y t w o major p o i n t s need a b r i e f 
resume here. 

L O S S O F T H I R T Y M I L L I O N H I N D U S 

599. E v e n i n those d a y s the H i n d u soc ie ty was q u i t e 
aware o f th i s n u m e r i c a l loss ! B u t because o f t h e i r m o r b i d 
b a n o n r econver s ion no effective r e m e d y c o u l d be f o u n d 
aga ins t t h i s d r a i n o f i t s l i f e - b l o o d . V e r y l i k e the i n v a l i d 
p a t i e n t m e e k l y b e a r i n g the dea th-pangs o f a n i n c u r a b l e 
disease the then H i n d u w o r l d endured t h i s b l o o d - d r a i n i n g , 
d e a d l y d i s e a s e ! 

L O S S O F T E R R I T O R Y ! 

600. B u t g rave r s t i l l t h a n th i s loss o f n u m e r i c a l s t r eng th 
was ano the r : the pe rmanen t loss o f the v a s t t e r r i t o r y 
s n a t c h e d a w a y b y the M u s l i m r e l i g ious i ncu r s ions , s l o w l y , 
b i t b y b i t , b u t s t e a d i l y , w i t h o u t the k n o w l e d g e o f the 
H i n d u s ! T H E M U S L I M S T H U S S E I Z E D E A R M O R E H I N D U 
L A N D T H R O U G H O U T I N D I A B Y C O N V E R S I O N , T H A N 
T H E Y D I D B Y C O N Q U E S T S ! 

601. F o r , t w e n t y to t h i r t y m i l l i o n H i n d u conve r t s , a n d 
m i l l i o n s o f fore ign M u s l i m s t h a t flocked t o I n d i a to seek 
t he i r fo r tune , se t t l ed p e r m a n e n t l y i n I n d i a a lone ! T h e 
l a n d — t h e ci t ies a n d towns a n d p a r t i c u l a r p a r t s o f c i t i es a n d 
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towns a n d v i l l a g e s t h a t were i n h a b i t e d a n d were t o b e 
i n h a b i t e d b y these M u s l i m s a n d t h e i r descendants t o come in 
future—^were p e r m a n e n t l y l o s t to the H i n d u s , neve r t o be 
rega ined ! O n these t r a c t s a n d patches o f l a n d fluttered n o n -
c h a l l a n t l y the green M u s l i m bands i n d i c a t i n g the u n i m p e d e d 
s w a y o f the M u s l i m r e l i g ious f a i t h a l l ove r ! T h e H i n d u s , , 
and more p a r t i c u l a r l y the M a r a t h a s , w r e s t e d a w a y p r a c t i c a l l y 
a l l the p o l i t i c a l power t h r o u g h o u t the who le o f I n d i a f r o m 
the M u s l i m s t o w a r d s the e n d o f th i s ep ic H i n d u - M u s l i m war.. 
Y e t the M u s l i m s r e t a i n e d t h e i r h o l d i n d i v i d u a l l y o r 
c o l l e c t i v e l y o n the masses a n d o n p r o p e r t y too ! 

602 . A g a i n as the M u s l i m p o p u l a t i o n g rew r a p i d l y 
because o f p o l y g a m y p o p u l a r a m o n g s t t h e m a n d the sp read 
o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n b y c o n v e r s i o n more a n d more l a n d was to t h a t 
e x t e n t b e i n g g r a d u a l l y b u t s u r e l y o c c u p i e d b y t h e m a n d w a s 
p a s s i n g for ever i n t o the M u s l i m h a n d s . I n o r d e r to g i v e 
some i d e a o f the a c t u a l c o n d i t i o n i t i s enough to say t h a t 
even after the e s t ab l i shmen t o f the de facto sove re ign ty o f 
the M a r a t h a s e v e r y l i t t l e t o w n or v i l l a g e h a d a separate p a r t 
k n o w n as M u s a l m a n w a d a o r M u s a l m a n m o h a l l a ! W h y , even 
c i t i e s l i k e P o o n a , S a t a r a , K o l h a p u r , N a g p u r i n M a h a r a s h t r a , 
B a r o d a , D e v a s , D h a r , I n d o r e , G w a l i o r a n d U d a y p u r i n 
C e n t r a l I n d i a a n d J o d h p u r , J a i p u r , A m r i t s a r , L a h o r e r i g h t 
u p to Shreenagar i n K a s h m i r i n the n o r t h , each h a d a separa te 
s ec t i on e x c l u s i v e l y co lon ized b y thousands o f M u s l i m s a n d 
k n o w n as ' M u s l i m - p u r a ' o r ' M u s l i m - a b a d i ' . T h e M u s l i m s n o t 
o n l y d o m i n a t e d these separa te sect ions r e l i g i o u s l y , b u t 
p r a c t i c a l l y became t h e i r owners *'! 

603. A n d the fun o f i t was t h a t th i s r e l i g ious d o m i n a 
t i o n o f the M u s l i m s a n d t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t to t h a t l a n d 
h a d been c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y a n d l e g a l l y p r o t e c t e d b y the H i n d u 
k i n g s themselves , g i v i n g t h e m e q u a l c i v i l s ta tus as subjects 
a l o n g w i t h the H i n d u s ! E s p e c i a l l y because o f open a n d deep-
r o o t e d e n m i t y be tween the H i n d u s a n d the M u s l i m s i n 
those days a n d as change o f r e l i g i o n was t h e n t a n t a m o u n t t o 
change o f n a t i o n a l i t y , a l l the l a n d t h a t passed i n t o the M u s l i m 
hands , t h i s w a y or t h a t , was i n r e a l i t y p e r m a n e n t l y g i v e n 
over to the n a t i o n a l e n e m y o f the H i n d u s ! 
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604. T h u s t h r o u g h o u t the who le o f I n d i a , i n e v e r y 
•vi l lage a n d t o w n a n d c i t y a n d p r o v i n c e , b i g o r s m a l l M u s l i m 
pocke t s (Mus l imi s t ans ) were be ing c rea ted a n d fos tered r i g h t 
•from those d a y s . T h a t a g a i n means t h a t f r om t h a t t i m e 
I n d i a was be ing v i v i s e c t e d u n w i t t i n g l y between t w o p a r t s : 
t h e H i n d u I n d i a a n d the M u s l i m I n d i a ! 

605. T H E S E B I G O R S M A L L I S L A M I S T A N S W E R E 
R E A L L Y T H E T I M E B O M B S L A I D B Y T H E C O V E R T 
M U S L I M R E L I G I O U S A U T H O R I T Y I N T H E F O U N D A T I O N 
O F T H E H I N D U P O L I T I C A L S U P E R S T R U C T U R E ! 

606. Y e t ne i the r the H i n d u ru le r s , n o r the c o m m o n 
p e o p l e , n o r even the h i s to r i ans o f the t i m e seem to have 
a p p r e h e n d e d , a c u t e l y o r even f a i n t l y , the ins tan taneous o r 
t h e b e l a t e d consequences o f t h i s t r emendous loss o f numbers 
a n d t e r r i t o r y . F o r n o b o d y else has so fa r t r i e d , as we are 
d o i n g here, a n y b o l d , l u c i d a n d comprehens ive h i s t o r i c a l 
e x p o s i t i o n o f t h i s loss o f numbers a n d t e r r i t o r y t h a t the 
H i n d u n a t i o n h a d to suffer because o f the m o r b i d H i n d u 
r e l i g i o u s concepts o f v a r i o u s bans a n d t h e i r p e r v e r t e d sense o f 
v i r t u e s ! I f a t a l l there be a n y such a t t e m p t i t is b o u n d t o 
be a n excep t ion . 

607-608. M o r e o v e r , h a d the H i n d u s a t t h a t t i m e r e a l l y 
u n d e r s t o o d the f u l l s igni f icance o f the above-men t ioned e v i l 
consequences o f t h e M u s l i m r e l ig ious d o m i n a n c e the M a r a t h a 
g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d have been i m m e d i a t e l y a n d de f in i t e ly 
l a u n c h e d a coun te r r e l i g i o u s aggress ion u p o n the I s l a m i c 
f a i t h i n the s o u t h , the momen t i t s leader , T i p u , was p o l i t i c a l l y 
v a n q u i s h e d . F o r the H i n d u s h a d never before h a d such a 
c o m p l e t e l y f avou rab l e o p p o r t u n i t y , as t h e y h a d i t t h e n t o 
l a u n c h s u c h a counter-offensive on the r e l ig ious f ron t . 
T h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e o f I n d i a there was left no M u s l i m 
p o w e r a t t h a t t i m e w h i c h c o u l d even so m u c h as t h i n k o f 
o p p o s i n g the M a r a t h a s , as we h a v e a l r eady p o i n t e d i t ou t , 
a n d as ou r c o n t e m p o r a r y b a r d sings i n one o f h is he ro ic 
b a l l a d s w i t h e v i d e n t p r i d e f o r H i n d u i s m — 
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[The p i r a t e s (mean ing the Por tuguese) , H y d e r , the N i z a m , 
the E n g l i s h a l l were exhaus t ed fighting ( w i t h the M a r a t h a s ) 
W h o e v e r l o o k e d ( w i t h enmi ty ) a t P o o n a , los t t h e i r w e a l t h !] 

D A V I L C A N B E F O U G H T B Y A R C H - D p V t t O N L Y 

609. Suppose , as soon as t h i s p r o p i t i o u s t ime h a d comej 
t h e M a r a t h a C h i e f t a i n s l i k e B h o n s a l e , H o l k a r , P a t w a r d h a n , 
B a s t e a n d o thers , w h o h a d fough t aga ins t T i p u , the M a r a t h a 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , the P e s h w a a n d the C h h a t r a p a t i , h a d 
p r o m u l g a t e d , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the p r o m i n e n t r e l i g ious 
au tho r i t i e s , some such o rder ( i f n o t a c t u a l l y couched i n the 
same words) as the f o l l o w i n g : 

610. " J u s t as the v a l o u r of the M a r a t h a w a r r i o r s h a d 
t r a m p l e d u n d e r t h e i r feet the M u s l i m ru le o f T i p u , i n a 
•similar w a y , i n o r d e r to b r i n g t o the lowes t d u s t the M u s l i m 
r e l ig ious p reponderance u n d e r t h e fiendish T i p u , w h i c h has 
•so far in f l i c t ed eve ry sor t o f b r u t a l i t y a n d h u m i l i a t i o n on the 
H i n d u s a n d to chas t i se those g u i l t y o f these heinous c r imes , 
our g o v e r n m e n t has dec ided to a t t a ck i n r e t u r n the M u s l i m s 
o n the r e l ig ious field. 

611. " F a i t h f u l l y f o l l o w i n g the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the 
r e l i g ious l a w a n d the r e l i g ious code o f conduc t b y Shree 
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a V i d y a r a n y a s w a m i , whose a u t h o r i t y is cons i 
de red n e x t o n l y to the V e r y F i r s t Shree S h a n k a r a c h a r y a b y 
t h e w h o l e o f the H i n d u w o r l d , we h e r e b y for the first t i m e , 
p ropose t o b r e a k the p s y c h o l o g i c a l b a n on reconvers ion w h i c h 
has s i m p l y p a r a l y s e d the H i n d u soc ie ty , so far as the r e t a l i a 
t i o n o f the t y r a n n i c a l M u s l i m r e l i g i o n is concerned, a n d we 
hereby o rde r e v e r y s ing l e off ic ia l , o f wha tever r a n k , t o m a k e 
t h e necessary a r rangement s to enforce the s t r i c t observance 
•of the f o l l o w i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s . 

612. " O n l e a r n i n g abou t the fo rc ib le conve r s ion o f 
H i n d u m e n a n d w o m e n i n h is p a r t i c u l a r j u r i s d i c t i o n , e v e r y 
v i l l a g e a n d ci ty-off icer s h a l l ga ther together a l l such oppres-
•sed H i n d u s i n some rescue camp under the gove rnmen t 
p r o t e c t i o n , a n d s h a l l a t t e n d to a l l t he i r needs. 

613 . " E v e r y severa l M u s l i m m a n a n d w o m a n i n e v e r y 
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t o w n a n d v i l l a g e i n whose house or h u t H i n d u w o m e n , g i r l s a n d 
c h i l d r e n m i g h t be f o u n d s l a v i n g as oppressed conver t s , s h a l l , 
a l o n g w i t h the w h o l e f a m i l y , be f o r t h w i t h fe t te red a n d 
t h r o w n i n t o p r i s o n a n d the mi se rab le H i n d u w o m e n a n d 
c h i l d r e n af ter b e i n g i m m e d i a t e l y set free s h a l l be affect iona
t e l y a n d c o u r t e o u s l y t a k e n t o the rescue camps . 

614. " S i m i l a r l y the w a r r i o r s f r o m T i p u ' s se lect c o m p a n y 
o f the d i r e s t y o u n g M u s l i m scoundre l s w h o m he f o n d l e d a s 
h i s ' sons ' s h a l l be f e t t e red w i t h v e r y h e a v y shack les whe reve r 
t h e y w i l l be f o u n d i n M a h a r a s h t r a , K a r n a t a k or e lsewhere 
a n d l o c k e d i n j a i l s , a n d the fa i res t y o u n g a n d innocen t H i n d u 
w o m e n , w h o were g i v e n a w a y as r ewards t o those M u s l i m 
y o u n g rogues f r o m t h i s b r igade for t h e i r b r u t a l a t r o c i t i e s 
t o w a r d s the H i n d u s , s h o u l d a l l be rescued a n d sent w i t h a l l 
c i v i l i t y to the s a i d rescue camps . 

615. " F i n a l l y , a n a t i o n a l r e c o n v e r s i o n week w i l l b e 
announced b y a S u p e r i o r Officer, before w h i c h a l l t h e 
rescued H i n d u conver t s f r o m the rescue camps a l l ove r t h e 
p a r t i c u l a r r e g i o n s h a l l be c o n d u c t e d i n large groups u n d e r 
m i l i t a r y g u a r d t o the h o l y places a d j o i n i n g t h e i r n a t i v e p l ace s 
or t o D h a r w a r or B a d a m i or o the r p laces where the oppres
s ive M u s l i m a rmies have been des t royed b y the M a r a t h a s . 
A t a l l these places sha l l these oppressed H i n d u conve r t s b e 
r e c o n v e r t e d t o H i n d u i s m en masse. A t a l l these p laces 
sac r i f i c i a l fires s h o u l d be l i t a n d offerings made for the r e p u r i 
fication o f a l l these m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u conver t s a n d t h e y 
s h o u l d a l l be r ece ived i n the H i n d u S o c i e t y ce remon ious ly 
w i t h cho rus - s ing ing o f praises for the H i n d u r e l i g i o n . A l l 
those w h o are l i k e l y to be w i l l i n g l y , l o v i n g l y a n d h o n o u r a b l y 
r ece ived b y t h e i r o r i g i n a l fami l ies s h o u l d be escorted to t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l homes a n d r e h a b i l i t a t e d i n those f ami l i e s . B u t t h e 
thousands o f o the r repur i f i ed a n d reconver ted H i n d u s w h o 
m a y not find such a l o v i n g recep t ion i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l sub-
castes, s h o u l d a l l be c lassed as a • new w a r r i o r class i n the 
s t ruc tu re o f the H i n d u society—gTpWjigi—a fire race a c c o r d i n g 
to the R a j p u t l egend—and a l l the p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s 
a u t h o r i t i e s i n the l a n d are hereby ordered to concede to 
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t h e m a l l r i g h t s due t o a H i n d u as e q u i t a b l y a n d j u s t l y as the 
o t h e r caste H i n d u s enjoy. 

616. " T h e n i n o rder to r e w a r d the m e r i t o r i o u s se rv ices 
o f the choices t M a r a t h a w a r r i o r s i n th i s H i n d u - M u s l i m w a r 
a t least as m a n y y o u n g a n d b e a u t i f u l M u s l i m g i r l s s h o u l d be 
c a p t u r e d , c o n v e r t e d t o H i n d u i s m a n d presented to t h e m as 
were the H i n d u g i r l s d i s t r i b u t e d b y T i p u amongs t the da r e 
d e v i l w a r r i o r s o f h i s select b r i g a d e . 

617. "The rea f t e r the thousands o f M u s l i m rasca ls a n d 
scoundre l s , who have , i n t h i s H i n d u - M u s l i m war , i n f l i c t ed 
h a r r o w i n g a t roc i t i e s o n the H i n d u s , r a p e d H i n d u w o m e n a n d 
g i r l s , h a v e b r o k e n h o l y images o f H i n d u gods a n d goddesses 
a n d have d e m o l i s h e d t h e i r t emples a n d w h o w i l l have been 
l o c k e d as per the above -men t ioned order i n va r ious p r i sons , 
s h a l l be c o n d u c t e d unde r s t r o n g m i l i t a r y g u a r d t o the fou r o r 
five ch ie f c i t i e s t h a t w i l l be s igni f ied l a t e r o n b y the S u p e r i o r 
Ofi&cers. T h e y s h o u l d e spec ia l ly be t a k e n to N a r g u n d a n d 
K i t t u r — t h e p laces where T i p u h i m s e l f h a d in f l i c t ed i n h u m a n 
a t roc i t i e s o n the H i n d u m e n a n d w o m e n w i t h the a i d o f h i s 
d i a b o l i c a r m y , so t h a t T i p u ' s d e v i l i s h acts m i g h t be aveng 
ed w i t h e q u a l f e r o c i t y a n d w i t h the harshest p u n i s h m e n t s 
m e t e d ou t to the d a r e - d e v i l so ld ie r s o f h i s I s l a m i c b r igade i n 
the v e r y presence o f the aff l ic ted people there . O n the a p p o i n 
t e d d a y , d u r i n g the r econver s ion week, these hund reds o f 
M u s l i m d e v i l s s h o u l d be b r o u g h t under s t r o n g a rmed g u a r d o f 
so ld ie r s a n d cannons t o the v a s t pa rade-grounds a n d af ter 
the charge-sheets aga ins t t h e m , i n d i c a t i n g t h e i r fiendish ac ts 
aga ins t the H i n d u s , have been r e a d o u t to t h e m , t h e y s h o u l d 
be b l o w n off f r o m c a n n o n - m o u t h , before the j o y f u l eyes o f 
the thousands o f H i n d u spec ta tors . 

A N A T I O N A L H O M A G E T O T H E H I N D U M A R T Y R S 

618. " I n the e n d t h i s r econver s ion week s h o u l d be 
c o n c l u d e d w i t h a n a t i o n a l homage to the r epor t o f three 
v o l l e y s o f guns f r o m eve ry fo r t a n d c i t y o f M a h a r a s h t r a i n 
h o n o u r o f the thousands o f m e n a n d w o m e n w h o c o u r t e d 
m a r t y r d o m b y l e a p i n g i n t o the r ive r s l i k e the K r i s h n a o r the 
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T u n g b h a d r a , or i n soiae o the r w a y s , because t h e y h a d no 
other effective means to save t h e i r r e l i g i o n a n d t o escape t h e 
d i r e c t j e r s e c u t i o n at the hands o f T i p u ' s so ld ie rs w h e n t h o u -
s a r d s o f t h e m s u r r o u n d e d a n d b l o c k a d e d w h o l e t o w n s 
c a r r y i n g on wholesa le convers ions w i t h fire a n d s w o r d . " 

T H E E C H O E S O F R E L I G I O U S R E T A L I A T I O N 

619. I f a t a l l the M a r a t h a s h a d dea l t such a c r u s h i n g 
c o u n t e r - b l o w o n the M u s l i m re l ig ious f ron t , the echoes, a n d re 
echoes o f the guns, t h u n d e r i n g f rom e v e r y fo r t i n M a h a r a s h 
t r a , w o u l d n o t have been hea rd i n the v a l l e y s o f the K r i s h n a 
a n d the T u n g b h a d r a a lone; they w o u l d also have reve rbe ra ted 
t h r o u g h o u t the G a n g e t i c , the I n d u s , n a y , f a r b e y o n d i t , t h e 
V a k s h u (Oxus) r i v e r - v a l l e y s a n d the w h o l e o f the M u s l i m 
w o r l d . T h e barest news, t h a t the H i n d u s , t oo , h a d been 
r e c o n v e r t i n g the m i l l i o n s o f c o n v e r t e d H i n d u s , b r e a k i n g 
a w a y the fet ters o f the ban o n r e c o n v e r s i o n , w o u l d h a v e 
s h o c k e d the M u s l i m w o r l d f a r more fiercely t h a n the r e p o r t 
of thousands o f guns fired s i m u l t a n e o u s l y , a n d t h e i r v e r y 
ex i s tence w o u l d have begun t o d w i n d l e . T h i s is n o t m e r e 
h i s t o r i c a l guesswork , b u t a guarantee o f h i s t o r i c a l 
p r o b a b i l i t y . 

620. B u t th i s h i s t o r i c a l p r o b a b i l i t y r e m a i n e d o n l y a 
p r o b a b i l i t y ! T h e H i n d u s neve r b r o k e t h e b a n o n r econ
v e r s i o n , n o r d i d t h e y a l l o w i t t o be b r o k e n . N a t u r a l l y 
the I s l a m i c r e l ig ious d o m i n a n c e i n I n d i a c o u l d n o t be o v e r 
t h r o w n . 

621. T h e v i r u s o f the caste-differences caused b y b i r t h 
h a d a l r e a d y pe rmea ted the w h o l e b l o o d - s y s t e m of t he H i n d u 
soc ie ty l o n g before a n y M u s l i m aggressor c o u l d come to 
I n d i a . P e r p e t u a l M u s l i m a t r o c i t i e s agg rava t ed i t s effects a l l 
the more , a n d the H i n d u S o c i e t y los t i t s o r i g i n a l su scep t ib i 
l i t y to change, i t s e x p a n s i o n i s m , i t s a b i l i t y to absorb newer 
elements a n d i t s s t r o n g i n c l i n a t i o n to r e t a l i a t i o n even i n the 
r e l i g ious field. H o w c o u l d the H i n d u leaders , then, hit 
b a c k the M u s l i m foreigners or absorb t h e m in their H i n d u 
S o c i e t y ? r : • ; ' ' v ' • ..: 
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622. " H o w c o u l d a m a n " , t h e y t h o u g h t , " w h o was a 
b o r n M u s l i m ever become a t rue H i n d u b y m e r e l y d i p p i n g 
i n t o the G a n g e t i c wa te r s ? " " F o r , " t hey a rgued , " t h e cas te 
i s dec ided b y b i r t h . " 

623. TT?nT sr̂ r̂ TT TfRft^ r̂rsflf i 
^wt %^ II*' 

[ " E v e n as a d o n k e y washed i n t h e h o l i e s t o f w a t e r s 
C a n never become a s p i r i t e d h o r s e . . . " 

H o w can we t h e n a d m i t these b o r n n o n - H i n d u s t o o u r 
o r i g i n a l castes m e r e l y because a c e r t a i n scented p i g m e n t 
b e t o k e n i n g H i n d u i s m is a p p l i e d to t h e i r foreheads ? A r e we 
t o d ine w i t h t h e m ? A n d i f t h a t pe r son be a w o m a n , are w e 
t o m a r r y her s i m p l y because a n ausp i c ious k u m k u m t i l a k 
f r o m a H i n d u b o x is a p p l i e d to her fo rehead ? A n d t h a t t o o 
o p e n l y ? Imposs ib l e ! Imposs ib l e ! ! I r r e l i g i o u s ! I r r e l i g i o u s ! I 

6 2 3 - A . S u c h were the r e l ig ious ideas o f n o t o n l y t h e 
B r a h m i n s a n d the K s h a t r i y a s , b u t the M a n g s , the D h o r s , t h e 
B h i l s a n d o the r so-ca l led ' l o w castes ' a n d w i l d t r i be s too ! 
T h e y cons idered t h i s t o be the o n l y t rue H i n d u r e l i g i o n . 
T h e m a i n p r i n c i p l e u n d e r l y i n g these ideas o f caste-differences 
Was t h a t w h i c h e v e r H i n d u wen t ove r to t h e M u s l i m f o l d , 
w i l l y n i l l y — w h e t h e r b y pe r suas ion or by- coerc ion—was p o l 
l u t e d a n d d a m n e d — i r r e v o c a b l y d a m n e d fo r l i f e — n a y for a l l 
h i s genera t ions to come ! 

6 2 3 - B . W h a t wode r t hen i f hund reds o f m i l l i o n s o f 
H i n d u s w h o , che r i sh ing such absu rd ideas abou t r e l i g i o u s 
b e h a v i o u r , h a d s t o u t l y opposed a n y r e c o n v e r s i o n o f t h e 
oppressed H i n d u s or o f the b o r n M u s l i m s ! 

T H E O N L Y F O R T U N A T E T H I N G W A S . . . 
624. T h e o n l y fo r t una t e t h i n g was t h a t a t t h e b e g i n n i n g 

o f the M u s l i m ons laugh t s o n I n d i a no coup le t i n A n u s t h u p 
me t r e was i n t e r p o l a t e d i n some s m r i t i b y some B r i h a s p a t i 
(wiseacre) o r ano the r b a n n i n g t e r r i t o r i a l conquests as o thers 
were , i n respect o f bans o n food-exchange , i n t e r - ca s t e 
mar r i ages , r econve r s ion , sea-far ing a n d m a n y o ther t h ings t 
I f the f o r c i b l y c o n v e r t e d H i n d u c o u l d n o t be r econve r t ed t o 
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H i n d u i s m , i f a m a n d e a l i n g w i t h a M u s l i m h i m s e l f became a 
M u s l i m , how c o u l d a l a n d or t e r r i t o r y once conquered b y the 
M u s l i m s be a g a i n a H i n d u l a n d ? W h o e v e r t r i e d to w i n 
b a c k t h a t l o s t k i n g d o m w o u l d h i m s e l f become a M u s l i m ! 
T h e l a n d , however , w o u l d never become a H i n d u l a n d a g a i n ! 
I f some l ea rned H i n d u f o o l h a d a rgued t h i s w a y a n d p r o m u l 
g a t e d such a b a n o n r econque r ing the l o s t t e r r i t o r y the 
H i n d u s w o u l d have been r e n d e r e d as a b s o l u t e l y power less to 
o v e r t h r o w the M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l dominance , as t hey were to 
o v e r t h r o w the M u s l i m r e l ig ious a scendancy , because i t w o u l d 
have become e q u a l l y i r r e l i g i o u s , a n d so imposs ib l e , o w i n g t o 
such a b a n . A n d l i k e A f g h a n i s t a n , I r a n , B a b y l o n i a , a n c i e n t 
E g y p t , T u r k e y a n d M o r o c c o i n the fa r west , I n d i a , i n the east, 
w o u l d a lso have been c o m p l e t e l y M u s l i m i z e d ! I t w o u l d h a v e 
become b o t h p o l i t i c a l l y a n d r e l i g i o u s l y an I s l a m i s t a n ! T h a t 
w o u l d have been the l a s t l i n e w r i t t e n a b o u t the H i n d u 
H i s t o r y . B u t I n d i a was a t leas t s aved tha t h o r r i b l e fate 
t h e n , a n d once aga in was w r i t t e n a new chap t e r o f the 
r e j u v e n a t i o n o f H i n d u i s m , i l l u m i n a t e d b y the d a z z l i n g v a l o u r 
o f the H i n d u w a r r i o r s . 

625 . T h e h i s t o r y o f I n d i a as a l so o f a l l the p a r t s o f the 
res t o f the w o r l d , whereve r the M u s l i m s h a d e s t ab l i shed 
r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l a scendancy a m p l y proves t h a t n o t o n l y 
those seve ra l na t ions w h i c h were incapab le o f o v e r t h r o w i n g 
the M u s l i m r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l dominance became c o m p l e t e l y 
M u s l i m i z e d , b u t even those o the r n o n - M u s l i m na t ions w h i c h 
smashed the M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l m i g h t b u t left t he i r r e l i g ious 
h o l d u n t o u c h e d c o u l d n o t escape the cons tan t h o r r i b l e 
pes t i l ence o f the M u s l i m ons l augh t s . O n l y five o r s i x o r a t 
t h e mos t t e n na t ions , w h i c h p r e c i p i t a t e d the M u s l i m r e l i g i o u s 
d o w n f a l l soon after t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a n d m i l i t a r y defeat a n d 
r i d themselves o f eve ry s ing le M u s l i m , could—these a n d these 
a lone could—free themselves c o m p l e t e l y f rom the M u s l i m 
pes t i l ence ! F o r w a n t o f space o n l y one in s t ance o f S p a i n 
s h o u l d suffice to i l l u s t r a t e t h i s p o i n t . 
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E M A N C I P A T I O N O F S P A I N F R O M M U S L I M S 
626. S i m u l t a n e o u s l y w i t h t h e i r r a i d s o n I n d i a t h e 

A r a b s u n d e r the Omayyads^" , h a d o v e r r u n S p a i n a n d h a d 
e s t ab l i shed a power fu l M u s l i m s ta te there . N a t u r a l l y as 
•elsewhere the M u s l i m s began the r e l i g i o u s pe r secu t ion a n d 
c o n v e r s i o n o f the S p a n i s h Chr i s t i ans^! . Count less C h r i s t i a n 
m e n a n d w o m e n were v i o l e n t l y a n d m e r c i l e s s l y c o n v e r t e d t o 
I s l a m a t the p o i n t o f the s w o r d or k i l l e d outright^*. L a t e r 
•on after some cen tur ies , w h e n there were in t e rnec ine wars 
amongs t the M u s l i m s themselves the m u c h too oppressed 
C h r i s t i a n s o f S p a i n rose i n r e v o l t aga ins t the t y r a n n i c a l 

-Mus l ims G o v e r n m e n t under one o f t h e i r o w n o l d r o y a l 
dynas t i e s^ ' a n d w i t h the h e l p o f a g r o w i n g C h r i s t i a n n a t i o n 
i n P r a n c e a n d w i t h encouragement f r o m the P a p a l seat o f 
Home^*. A f t e r m a n y yea r s o f b i t t e r war fa re d u r i n g the 11th 
a n d 13 th centur ies the S p a n i s h C h r i s t i a n s d e l i v e r e d m o s t o f 
t h e i r c o u n t r y f r o m the M u s l i m ru le a n d finally w i t h the 
conques t o f G r a n a d a i n A . D . 1492 t h e y w i p e d o u t the M u s l i m 

•power al together '^ . B u t as i n I n d i a , so i n S p a i n too , even 
•after the loss o f p o l i t i c a l power , t h e M u s l i l n s h a d t he i r firm 
r e l ig ious h o l d u n i m p a i r e d o n the conve r t ed S p a n i s h C h r i s 
t i a n s a n d the l a n d t h e y h a d a c t u a l l y i n h a b i t e d . N a y t h i s 
M u s l i m r e l i g i o u s h o l d was g e t t i n g m o r e a n d more e x p l o s i v e 
a n d t e r r i b l e so as to cu t a sunder the w h o l e o f the S p a n i s h 

•Jiation a t some future date^*. Those o f the S p a n i s h C h r i s t i a n s 
w h o c o u l d c l e a r l y foresee t h i s i m p e n d i n g danger a n d w h o 

' h a d a l w a y s a w a i t e d a n o p p o r t u n i t y to w r e a k t h e i r revenge 
•decided to r o o t ou t the M u s l i m r e l i g i o u s influence f rom S p a i n , 
-as t h e y d i d w i t h t h e i r p o l i t i c a l o v e r l o r d s h i p . 

C H R I S T I A N S W E R E N E V E R F E T T E R E D A S H I N D U S 
W E R E B Y A N Y R E L I G I O U S B A N S O N F O O D 

E X C H A N G E , R E C O N V E R S I O N 
A N D S O O N 

627. T h e t a s k o f r e c o n v e r t i n g the countless M u s l i m -
i i z e d C h r i s t i a n s was, therefore, so easy as to be r e a d i l y 
. a ccompl i shed the m o m e n t these S p a n i a r d s s i m p l y w i l l e d i t . 
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T h e o n l y d i f f i cu l ty was t h a t o f the M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l a n d l 
m i l i t a r y m i g h t . N o sooner was the M u s l i m a r m y d e s t r o y e d 
t h a n the S p a n i s h C h r i s t i a n s s t a r t e d the comple te r o u t o f the-
I s l a m i c f a i t h i n one h o l o c a u s t t h r o u g h o u t S p a i n . T h o u s a n d s , 
o f M u s l i m i z e d C h r i s t i a n s began t o be r e b a p t i z e d i n c e s s a n t l y 
a n d s p e a d i l y . ' T h e s p o r a d i c M u s l i m res is tance i n f u r i a t e d the-
S p a n i s h n a t i o n a l l the more . T h e S p a n i s h G o v e r n m e n t , the^ 
S p a n i s h C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h a n d the S p a n i a r d s a t l a rge v o w e d 
o p e n l y t h a t i n t h e i r c o u n t r y n o pe r son c a l l i n g h i m s e l f or-
he r se l f a M u s l i m , n o r a n y s t ruc tu re k n o w n as a mosque be 
a l l o w e d to r e m a i n u n i m p a i r e d a n y longer . 

628 . T h e n e w l y independen t S p a n i s h g o v e r n m e n t gave : 
a n u l t i m a t u m ^ ' t h a t before an a p p o i n t e d da te e v e r y s u n d r y 
M u s l i m — m a n o r w o m a n — h a d e i ther t o cour t C h r i s t i a n i t y -
w i l l i n g l y o r t o leave the c o u n t r y f o r t h w i t h , w i t h f a m i l y a n d 
f r i ends , bag a n d baggage. W h o e v e r f a i l e d t o do e i t he r , . 
af ter t h a t da te was to be beheaded m e r c i l e s s l y a n d u n h e s i t a 
t i n g l y . 

6 2 9 . W h a t ? A C h r i s t i a n G o v e r n m e n t o rder ! H o w 
a t roc ious ! B u t i t mus t be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t w h e n the-
M u s l i m s conquered S p a i n t h e y h a d imposed t h e i r f a i t h far-
more b r u t a l l y on the C h r i s t i a n p o p u l a c e there a n d flooded 
the s treets w i t h C h r i s t i a n b l o o d ^ ' . N o w t h e C h r i s t i a n s were 
t o rewash the streets w i t h M u s l i m b l o o d . A s s o o n as the-
s t i p u l a t e d t i m e e lapsed, the S p a n i s h C h r i s t i a n s rose v i o -
l e n t l y S ' aga ins t the r e m a i n i n g M u s l i m s a t v a r i o u s places , , 
p u t everyone o f t h e m — m a n or w o m a n , y o u n g or o l d — t o the-
s w o r d ! T h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h o f S p a i n became pu re w i t h a 
M u s l i m b l o o d - b a t h . S p a i n was r i d o f the M u s l i m s e n t i r e l y . . 
A n d so S p a i n r e m a i n e d C h r i s t i a n !. I t was no t t u r n e d i n t o -
another M o r o c c o !! 

630. T h e same fate a w a i t e d the M u s l i m s i n P o l a n d * " . 
S e r b i a " , B u l g a r i a * * , Greece* ' a n d o the r C h r i s t i a n na t ions . -
T h e y a l l r i d t h e i r once M u s l i m - d o m i n a t e d count r i es o f every 
s ing le M u s l i m !! 

ir 



C H A P T E R X I I 

A R E S U M E 

631 . T h e v a r i o u s p o i n t s t ha t have been d iscussed a t 
l e n g t h i n the fo rego ing chapters viz., C h . V to X I of th i s book-
can n o w be br ief ly s u m m a r i z e d here i n t o a cons i s ten t who le . 

632. I n the h i s t o r i c pas t , I n d i a , t oo , l i k e a l l o the r great 
n a t i o n s , h a d been i n v a d e d b y the l o n i a n s , S a k a s a n d H u n s 
a n d o ther n o n - H i n d u w i l d peop le . B u t after centur ies o f 
v i o l e n t s t ruggle w i t h t hem a l l the H i n d u n a t i o n s t amped o u t 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l d o m i n a n c e b y smash ing the i r a r m e d m i g h t on 
t h e v a r i o u s ba t t le - f ie lds a n d became independen t a g a i n and. 
a g a i n . M o r e o v e r i t conve r t ed the m i l l i o n s o f the Ion ian , . 
S a k a a n d H u n fore igners w h o se t t l ed d o w n here i n v a r i o u s 
p rov inces d u r i n g the yea r s o f those h a r d s t ruggles a n d 
t a u g h t t h e m t h e V e d i c c u l t , the w o r s h i p o f the V e d i c gods 
a n d goddesses, a n d the S a n s k r i t c i v i l i z a t i o n a n d cu l tu re so. 
as t o merge them so c o m p l e t e l y a m o n g s t i t s o w n people as to 
l e a v e n o t a s ing le t race o f t h e i r o r i g i n a l n o n - H i n d u races 
a n d names b e h i n d . 

633 . W h e n the unp receden ted c a l a m i t y o f the M u s l i m , 
aggress ion f e l l o n I n d i a , the H i n d u s " k e p t on s t u b b o r n l y 
fighting the aggressors for ove r a t h o u s a n d years o r so, a n d 
u l t i m a t e l y sha t t e r ed the M u s l i m power as c o m p l e t e l y as t h e y 
d i d the n o n - H i n d u S a k a - H u n empi res ; a n d once a g a i n they^ 
e s t ab l i shed t h e i r p o l i t i c a l independence ! Y e t t h e y c o u l d 
n o t recover t h e i r t r emendous loss o f n u m e r i c a l s t r eng th 
w h i c h was b r o u g h t abou t b y the fo rc ib l e convers ions n o r 
c o u l d t h e y r e g a i n the I n d i a n areas a c t u a l l y o c c u p i e d b y the 
M u s l i m se t t l e r s here, no r even c o u l d t h e y H i n d u i s e the 
M u s l i m s as c o m p l e t e l y as t hey d i d the I o n i a n , S a k a , H u n 
a n d o the r n o n - H i n d u s 1 W h y ? > 

634. T h e answer t o t h i s m a i n v e x i n g ques t i on i s chiefly^ 
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a n d t h o r o u g h l y d iscussed w i t h adequate h i s t o r i c a l p roofs i n 
€ h a p t e r s V t o X I o f t h i s b o o k . T h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t one 
a r r i v e s a t af ter e v a l u a t i n g the c o n t e m p o r a r y events a n d 
c i r cums tances is t h a t as soon as the M u s l i m r u l e was ove r 
t h r o w n or was i n the process o f b e i n g o v e r t h r o w n , n e i t h e r 
the H i n d u s a t l a rge , n o r the H i n d u ru le r s ous t ed the M u s l i m 
r e l ig ious d o m i n a n c e even w h e n p r o p e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s present
ed themse lves a n d a l t h o u g h t h e y were f a r more s t r o n g l y 
a r m e d t h a n t h e i r M u s l i m opponents . T h e y d i d n o t c o n v e r t 
•even a s ing le M u s l i m to H i n d u i s m b y pe r suas ion—le t a lone 
b y force ! 

635 . H a d the v i c t o r i o u s H i n d u n a t i o n i n s t a n t l y b r o k e n 
off a l l bans o n food-exchange, i n t e r -mar r i ages , (re) conve r s ion 
sea fa r ing a n d o the r r e f rac to ry s o c i a l a n d r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n s 
a n d r e c o n v e r t e d a l l the M u s l i m s — w h e t h e r c o n v e r t e d or o r i g i 
n a l — a n d abso rbed t h e m i n the t hen p r e v a i l i n g caste 
s t r u c t u r e o f the H i n d u soc ie ty , o f course w i t h due r e g a r d fo r 
the s t a tus a n d qua l i f i ca t ions o f the persons conce rned (as 
t h e y h a d a l r e a d y done w i t h the S a k a , H u n a n d o the r sub ju 
g a t e d fore igners , i n the by -gone days ) . L i k e S p a i n , I n d i a 
w o u l d i m m e d i a t e l y have been rendered M u s l i m l e s s ! H i n d u s -
t h a n w o u l d have been a t t h a t v e r y t i m e , the p l ace o f t h e 
E i n d u s i n the t rues t sense o f the t e r m . 

636-637. T h i s t rea t i se deals w i t h the M u s l i m i n v a s i o n s 
o f I n d i a d u r i n g the p e r i o d cove r ing o v e r a t h o u s a n d yea r s 

f r o m A . D . 700 t o A . D . 1800 a n d the c h a i n o f consequent 
H i n d u - M u s l i m war s . N a t u r a l l y the p o i n t s r a i s e d i n t h i s 
d i scuss ion a p p l y o n l y to the c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l i n g d u r i n g 
t h a t p e r i o d . Therefore , w h i l e r e a d i n g such h i s t o r i c a l d isser 
t a t i o n s a n d t reat ises , the r eade r m u s t a l w a y s bear i n m i n d 
one i m p o r t a n t fac t t h a t the a c t i o n s a n d the codes o f conduc t 
w h i c h are, o r seem t o be, m o s t p roper , benef ic ia l a n d neces
sa ry i n th e c o n t e x t o f the p a r t i c u l a r c o n d i t i o n s o b t a i n a b l e 
d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d a n d i n respect o f persons a n d p laces 
concerned , m a y n o t necessar i ly be p roper , benef ic ia l u n d e r 
-different cond i t i ons o r d u r i n g ano the r p e r i o d . T h e y m i g h t 
even be h i g h l y ob jec t ionab le , d e t r i m e n t a l a n d so unnecessary 
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a t t imes u n d e r different c o n d i t i o n s o r w i t h different persons. 
M a y those ac t ions t h e n refer to r e l i g i o n o r p o l i t i c s o r o the r 
w a l k s o f l i fe ! S a m a r t h a R a m d a s S w a m i we l l -ve r sed in . 
r e l i g ious a n d p o l i t i c a l sciences has s u c c i n c t l y made the same-
p o i n t i n t h e f o l l o w i n g words :-

w r r mrnr ?nT?t JTT I 

3 i O T t q t i i ? i i — ^ ? r a ? l ^ 

" C o n d i t i o n s are n o t e x a c t l y s i m i l a r , n o r can one r u l e 
p r e v a i l (for ever) ! I f one ru l e is f o l l o w e d (every t ime) i n 
p o l i t i c s , d i f f icul t ies ar ise ! " 

[ R a m d a s — S h r e e Dasbodh—18-6-6 ] ' 

1 
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H I N D U W A R P O L I C Y O N T H E R E L I G I O U S A N D 
P O L I T I C A L F R O N T 

638-639. I t is made a m p l y c lear i n Chapte rs V to X I I 
-of t h i s b o o k tha t i n t he i r r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l w a r w i t h the M u s l i m s 
w h i c h the H i n d u s fought mos t t enac ious ly for centur ies to 
ge ther the H i n d u w a r - p o l i c y h a d n o t been suff icient ly s t r o n g 
t o defeat the M u s l i m s o n the r e l i g ious f ron t . W h y , i t p r o v e d 
to be de f in i t e ly w e a k a n d s u i c i d a l i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h the 

- d i a b o l i c a l l y ferocious w a r - s t r a t e g y o f the M u s l i m s o n t h a t 
f ront . E o r the H i n d u n a t i o n h a d c o m p l e t e l y fo rgo t ten , a t 
leas t i n respect o f the r e l ig ious s ide o f i t , t h a t a n a t i o n has , 
as a ru le , to adop t a w a r - s t r a t e g y far s t r i c t e r , c rue l le r a n d 
more u n r e l e n t i n g t h a n t h a t o f the unsc rupu lous enemy i t 
w a n t s to conquer . 

640. D u r i n g the V e d i c a n d the P u r a n i k (my tho log ica l ) 
p e r i o d , the ancestors o f the H i n d u N a t i o n h a d to fight the 
D a i t y a s , D a n a v s a n d the R a k s h a s a s , the cruel les t , mos t 
a t roc ious a n d c u n n i n g cann iba l s o f the t i m e . I t i s because 
'(as the V e d i c a n d P u r a n i k s tor ies show) those o f o u r ances
to r s , ou r gods, ou r emperors , the V e d i c R i s h i s w h o c h a n t e d 
w a r cant ic les , the ep ic poets o f the P u r a n a s a n d a l l those w h o 
a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the w a r c o u l d become more a t roc ious , 
more decep t ive a n d c u n n i n g , a n d far c rue l l e r t h a n those 

•enemies—like the R a k s h a s a s a n d o thers—it i s because they 
c o u l d fo rmu la t e a n adequate w a r p o l i c y to meet the ever 
c h a n g i n g gui les o f the enemy a n d p r a c t i s e i t e f fec t ive ly— 
t h a t t h e y c o u l d a l w a y s succeed i n those v a r i o u s wars , a n d 
our n a t i o n too became s t ronger a n d more expans ive t h a n 
before. 

6 4 L I t was no t o n the p o l i t i c a l f ron t a lone , bu t o n the 
r e l ig ious f ron t t o o , t h a t the enemy h a d to be faced i n those 
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t imes ! W h e n V i s h w a m i t r a t o o k Shreeram to t h e forest t o 
-protect the R i s h i s , the l a t t e r was t o l d a t great l e n g t h h o w 
those R a k s h a s a s d e s t r o y e d the r e l i g i o u s r i tes o f the t i m e , 
viz., the sacrifices, a n d h o w the daugh te r s o f the R i s h i s were 
k i d n a p p e d ^ . L a t e r o n i n D a n d a k a r a n y a Shree ram came to 
k n o w w h a t great h a v o c h a d the R a k s h a s a a r m y o f R a v a n 
w r o u g h t u p o n the hermi tages o f the R i s h i s , who were i n a 

- m i n o r i t y there , w i t h t h e i r s a c r i f i c i a l r i tes , w i t h the i r colonies 
a n d even w i t h t h e i r l ives*. R a m was a lso shown a t va r i ous 
p laces the heaps o f bones o f those R i s h i s whose b l o o d those 

•cannibals h a d d r u n k a n d whose flesh they h a d e a t e n . ' T h i s 
w i l l c l ea r ly show t h a t t h i s l o n g - d r a w n m y t h o l o g i c a l w a r o f 
•our ancestors w i t h the R a k s h a s a s was fought no t o n l y o n the 
p o l i t i c a l b u t a lso o n the r e l i g i o u s f ron t . A n d a t t h a t t i m e 
those gods a n d g o d - l i k e emperors , too , cons idered i t the 
ho l i e s t r e l i g ious d u t y t o shows uper-savage c rue l t y to beat 

•down the c r u e l t y o f the R a k s h a s a s , to be a r ch -dev i l s aga ins t 
the d e v i l s ! ( F o r a fu l l e r d i s c u s s i o n o f the p o i n t please refer t o 
pa rag raphs 460 to 461 o f th i s book) . I t i s enough t o m e n t i o n 
here t h a t the i n c a r n a t i o n o f N u r s i n h who appeared i n the 
m o s t t e r r i f y i n g f o r m i n o r d e r to p ro t ec t the great devotee 
- P r a h l a d a n d w h o tore to pieces his re l ig ious enemy, the 
w i c k e d H i r a n y a K a s h i p u w i t h h i s l eon ine t a lons was— 

A G O D - H E A D O F O U R N A T I O N 

— w a s our l eader ! T h e s t o r y o f K a c h a a lso shows t h a t i n 

the war our gods f o l l o w e d the p o l i c y — 

642. gsrfjcT ?r i ^mf^ ^rf^R: i i * 
' T o fight the c ra f ty enemy w i t h super-craf t , to des t roy bar
b a r i s m w i t h h y p e r - b a r b a r i t y , as the o n l y effective means o f 
a n n i h i l a t i n g the foe, was the p r a i s e w o r t h y p r i n c i p l e o f 
r e l i g i o u s warfare o f o u r ancestors t i l l a t lease the close o f 
the P u r a n i c e ra . 

6 4 3 . H o w e v e r , w h e n gods fought aga ins t other gods, 
•or w h e n there were in t e rnec ine wars l i k e t h a t o f the K o u r a v a s 
a n d the P a n d a v a s , the w a r s t r a t egy differed c o m p l e t e l y . N o 
s i n g l e cha r io t ee r was t o be a t t a c k e d b y m a n y char io teers ; 
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the submiss ive o r s u r r e n d e r i n g w a r r i o r was to be g i v e n h i s 
life^. S u c h cons ide ra t ions for jus t ice and in jus t ice were t o 
be a c t u a l l y s h o w n o n the ba t t l e - f i e ld . T h i s e thics o f war w a s 
p r e a c h e d because i t was h o n o u r e d b y b o t h the c o n t e n d i n g 
p a r t i e s . 

644. B u t , as we have a l r e a d y p o i n t e d o u t i n p a r a g r a p h 
315 , t h e invas ions o f v a r y i n g magn i tudes o f the Pers i ans , t h e 
l o n i a n s , the G r e e k s , the S a k a s a n d the K u s h a n a s a n d t h e 
H u n s w h i c h began a t the close o f the P u r a n i c p e r i o d a n d 
c o n t i n u e d d u r i n g the e a r l y p a r t o f our h i s t o r i c past , were a l l 
m a d e m a i n l y for p o l i t i c a l ascendancy a n d n o t fo r a n y r e l i g i o u s 
e n m i t y . T h e i r o w n re l ig ions were more or less l i k e the 
offshoots o f H i n d u i s m i t se l f . L a t e r on , a f te r t he i r defeat b y 
ou r H i n d u ances tors , the m i l l i o n s o f these fo re ign i n v a d e r s 
w h o chose to set t le here, merged i n t o the H i n d u soc i e ty 
c o m p l e t e l y . So d u r i n g t h i s e a r l y h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d , i n the 
absence o f any r e l ig ious aggression b y these foreigners o n o u r 
r e l i g i o n , ou r ancestors f o u g h t pure a n d s imp le p o l i t i c a l w a r s 
w i t h t h e m w i t h effective s t r a t e g i c a l coun t e r -moves a n d 
v a n q u i s h e d t h e m c o m p l e t e l y . A s these wars were p u r e l y 
p o l i t i c a l i n n a t u r e , the ques t ion o f r e l i g i o s i t y o r i r r e l i g i o s j t y , 
o f ex t reme k i n d n e s s , t r u t h , v io l ence or non -v io l ence or o t h e r 
fine d i s t i n c t i o n s of p r i n c i p l e s never arose ! N a t u r a l l y the 
t endency to r e t a l i a t e i n the same fa sh ion even o n the r e l ig ious 
f r o n t — t o face re l ig ious aggress ion w i t h counter r e l i g i o u s 
offensives—to meet c r u e l t y w i t h sup ra -c rue l b lows , craf t w i t h 
super -craf t , v io l ence w i t h ex t reme v io l ence a n d to cons ide r 
t h i s w a r p o l i c y to be a h i g h l y r e l i g ious d u t y o f a b r ave 
w a r r i o r — l a y d o r m a n t i n o u r n a t i o n a l m i n d because there was 
no occas ion fo r t h e m to use such wars t ac t i c s o n the re l ig ious 
f ron t l o n g after the r e l ig ious wars w i t h the R a k s h a s a s . 

645 . M o r e o v e r , d u r i n g t h i s i n t e r v e n i n g p e r i o d , the 
different r e l ig ious sects w h i c h were r e a l l y the offshoots o f the 
V e d i c r e l i g i o n a n d w h i c h h a d a s t r o n g p r o p e n s i t y to S a n y a s 
( r e n u n c i a t i o n or asce t ic i sm) and ex t reme non-v io lence , l i k e 
the A j i v a k a s , the J a i n s , the B u d d h i s t s a n d o the r s , p reached 
t o the soc ie ty t h a t t rue r e l i g i o n m e a n t ex t reme n o n - v i o l e n c e . 
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k i n d n e s s , l o v e a n d t r u t h a n d n o t h i n g else. A m o n g the res t 
o f the V e d i c p o p u l a t i o n class d i s t i n c t i o n s a n d t h e i r d e v e l o p 
m e n t i n t o caste differences a n d the r e l i g ious t r a d i t i o n s a b o u t 
food-exchange , touchables a n d un touchab les ; w h i c h cu t to 
p ieces the compos i t e l i f e o f the soc i e ty , were g r o w i n g s t r o n g e r 
a n d these v e r y , r e a l l y a n t i - s o c i a l , t r a d i t i o n s came t o be c o n 
s ide red as t r u e r e l i g i o n . L a t e r o n flesh-eating was p r o h i b i t e d 
even i n the sac r i f i c i a l r i t es . T h e fac t t h a t the ex t r eme 
f o r m s a n d m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f t r u t h mos t often p r o v e to b e 
the h a r m f u l v ices was lo s t s i gh t o f b y the r e l ig ious i d e o l o g y 
o f the t i m e , w h i l e the excessive, i n o p p o r t u n e a n d s u i c i d a l 
use o f v i r t u e s w h i c h r u i n e d the n a t i o n , was i t s e l f cons idered 
t h e h ighes t f o r m o f r e l i g i o u s c o n d u c t . G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , 
t r u t h f u l c o n d u c t i s a v i r t u e . T o sa t i s fy a p r o m i s e d g i f t o r 
w o r d i s a l so a v i r t u e ! B u t w h e n i n t h e heat o f e x t o l l i n g 
v i r t u e s t o the skies the P u r a n a s ( m y t h o l o g i c a l s tories) t o l d 
the s t o r y o f H a r i s c h a n d r a w h o m a d e good h i s p r o m i s e g i v e n 
t o V i s h w a m i t r a i n h i s d r e a m b y p resen t ing h i m w i t h , h i s 
k i n g d o m a n d such o the r c h i l d i s h s to r i e s , they de f in i t e ly 
changed the n a t i o n a l w a r - p o l i c y i n t o a n i m b e c i l e , weak a n d 
s u i c i d a l one. N o words c a n adequa t e ly c o n d e m n t h i s inf luence 
o f the P u r a n a s . M o r e respec tab le t h a n t h i s t r u t h f u l c o n d u c t 
was cons ide red the p r a c t i c e o f non -v io l ence as the h ighes t 
f o r m of v i r t u e n o t o n l y b y the J a i n s a n d the B u d d h i s t s b u t 
i n some o f the V a i s h n a v t ex t s a l so , w h i c h la te r o n has t ened 
ou r t e r r i b l e d o w n f a l l as d e t e r m i n e d l y a n d as enormous ly as 
even o u r enemies, the M u s l i m s , c o u l d no t pe rhaps a c c o m p l i s h . 
M a n l i n e s s a n d v a l o u r came t o be condemned as the v i l e s t o f 
v ices . T h e u n m a n l y , the i m b e c i l e , the v a l o u r - l a c k i n g c o w a r d , 
n o t o n l y l a c k i n g the a b i l i t y b u t even the desire to avenge 
t h e n a t i o n a l i n s u l t a n d i n j u s t i c e , came to be h i g h l y respec ted 
i n r e l i g i o u s c i rc les as the greates t a n d m o s t m a g n a n i m o u s 
sa in t , r i p e fo r an honourab le p lace i n heaven . 

646. T h i s p o i n t has a l r e a d y been adequa t e ly d iscussed 
w i t h sufficient proofs a n d i l l u s t r a t i o n s i n C h a p t e r V I I I u n d e r 
the c a p t i o n " P e r v e r t e d Sense o f V i r t u e s " a n d i n o the r 
chapters a lso; a n d i t w i l l be t o u c h e d a g a i n w h i l e we s h a l l be 
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n a r r a t i n g the events o n the p o l i t i c a l f ron t . H e r e i t has to. 
be remembered t h a t as a l l the i n v a s i o n s o n I n d i a af ter 
t h e P u r a n i k t imes h a d been p o l i t i c a l a n d n o t r e l i g ious (at 
least n o t o f such huge d imens ions as those o f the R a k s h a s a s 
so as to shake the v e r y f o u n d a t i o n o f our r e l i g i o n ) , we h a d 
c o m p l e t e l y fo rgo t ton the o l d wa r - s t r a t egy to meet such t e r r i 
ble r e l i g ious aggress ion. O u r v e r y de f in i t ions o f v i r t u e s a n d 
r e l i g i o n a n d t h e i r p r a c t i c e h a d unde rgone a comple te change. 
T h e war - s t r a t egy o f N u r s i n h o f the anc i en t t imes , w h i c h 
sough t a t o o t h fo r a too th a n d an eye f o r an eye h a d n o w 
become vege t a r i an , submiss ive , t o l e r a n t a n d shameless ! 

647. N a t u r a l l y , when the I s l a m i n v a d e d H i n d u i s m w i t h 
f a r more f e roc i t y a n d b i t t e rness a n d w i t h m o r e dangerous 
weapons t h a n the R a k s h a s a s o f the P u r a n i k age, our H i n d u 
ances tors o f the seven th c e n t u r y h a d no o the r war - s t r a t egy 
t o face i t w i t h , t h a n the i m b e c i l e , i m p o t e n t a n d s u i c i d a l one 
w h i c h offered m i l k to a venomous serpent . T o encoun te r the 
w o l f , the sheep h a d p re fe r r ed i t s o w n n e c k ! A l l t h i s , as 
a l so ou r consequent enormous losses on the r e l i g ious f ront , 
has been c l e a r l y shown i n the ea r l i e r chapters . H e n c e we 
s h a l l n o w b e g i n a c r i t i c a l s t u d y of the p o l i t i c a l s ide o f t h i s 
H i n d u - M u s l i m ep ic s t rugg le . 

• 



C H A P T E R X I V 

THE AGE-LONG RELATIONS OF THE ARABS 
WITHt INDIA 

648. W h e n I first r e a d the w o r d jg^cT (Musal ) i n m y 
s t u d e n t days i n ' M o u s a l P a r v a ' i n one o f the secondary 
P u r a n a s l i k e the H a r i w a n s h a n d wondered how the huge 
rushes u p r o o t e d b y the Y a d a v a s f rom the sea-shores became 
b i g p o u n d i n g pest les w h i c h crushed t h e i r bones as some 
l e t h a l weapons w o u l d , I a t once h i t u p o n one p robab le 
e x p l a n a t i o n t h a t perhans the w o r d , ' M o u s a l ' , m i g h t be a n 
a t t e m p t a t p u n o n the w o r d M u s a l (g^rsr) b y the P u r a n i k 
p u n s t e r s , a n d t h a t i t m i g h t have been suggested b y the w o r d 
M u s a l m a n g i v e n to the A r a b t r aders o f the pas t af ter t h e i r 
oonve r s ion to I s l a m . B u t th i s f anc i fu l e x p l a n a t i o n c o u l d n o t 
t h e n be s u p p o r t e d b y the t ime-sense a n d o the r c o o r d i n a t i n g 
i i s t o r i c a l events . 

649 . M u c h l a t e r i n the A n d a m a n s when I began r e a d i n g 
a, l o t o f B e n g a l i L i t e r a t u r e , I remember t o have t hen perused 
a n essay about the pas s ing a w a y o f L o r d K r i s h n a e i the r b y 
•Shree M a d h u s u d a n D a t t a , the famous B e n g a l i poet , o f the 
n a r r a t i v e ' M e g h a n a d ' a n d the p r o m o t e r o f the ' A m i t r a k s h a r ' 
m e t r e , or b y B a n k i m c h a n d r a , the poe t w h o sang the n a t i o n a l 
aong, V a n d e M a t a r a m ! T h e s a i d essay t r i e d to offer a p l a u s i 
ble e x p l a n a t i o n o f the final e x i t o f B a l a r a m , after the dea th 
•of L o r d K r i s h n a , a l ong w i t h h is fo l lowers i n t o the sea i n h i s 
o r i g i n a l f o r m o f Shesh ( ^ ) , a snake . I t mean t to say t h a t 
B a l a r a m en te red the W e s t e r n sea a t D w a r k a i n h is sh ips a n d 
w e n t a w a y to some fo re ign i s l a n d i n a serpent ine f a sh ion . I 
t h e n r emembered to have r ead a p a r a l l e l ins tance m e n t i o n e d 
b y an A r y a - S a m a j e e t r a v e l l e r i n the account o f h is t r a v e l s . 
A b o u t fifty years ago th i s A r y a - S a m a j e e t r a v e l l e r h a d 
v i s i t e d A r a b i a to see the a c t u a l c o n d i t i o n o f the H i n d u 
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res idents o f the p l ace . A f t e r e n q u i r y he f o u n d there i s a 
s m a l l s ec t ion o f people w h o grew tuf t s o f h a i r o n the t o p o f 
t h e i r {heads (as the B r a h m i n s a n d o the r H i n d u s here d i d t i l l 
v e r y r ecen t ly ) . T h e y t o l d h i m t h a t , a c c o r d i n g to a v e r y 
sacred legend h a n d e d d o w n t o t h e m b y t h e i r forefathers , t h e y 
were s u p p o s e d t o h a v e gone there f r o m I n d i a a t some v e r y 
anc ien t t i m e . I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t a t the t i m e o f a great w a r 
i n I n d i a t h e y h a d lef t fo r A r a b i a a n d e s t ab l i shed a c o l o n y 
there , b u t never go t themselves m i x e d u p w i t h the f a c t i o n s 
o f the na t i ve s there n o r w i t h t h e i r feuds a n d w a r s . T h a t was 
w h y t h e y c o u l d be seen i n t h e i r m u c h the same o r i g i n a l s t a t e . 
T h e inference t h a t the s a i d t r a v e l l e r has d r a w n f r o m t h i s i s 
t h a t these s t range people m u s t have been the same H i n d u s 
w h o h a d lef t I n d i a a t the close o f the ep ic s t ruggle o f t h e 
K o u r a v a s a n d t h e P a n d a v a s i n M a h a b h a r a t ^ . 

650. I f we t h e n assume f r o m the foregoing s t a t ement s 
t h a t Y a d a v a s l e d b y B a l a r a m h a d gone t o A r a b i a a n d 
f o r m e d a b i g c o l o n y there, t w o more th ings seem t o . suppo r t 
such a n a s s u m p t i o n . T h e first i s t h a t T a m i l was o r i g i n a l l y 
c a l l e d ( A r a v i ) , the abor ig ines A r a b i a were m o s t l y S h a i v -
i tes , w o r s h i p p i n g the (Shiv) l i n g (as m o s t o f the h i s t o r i a n 
agree) a n d t h e i r p r ies t s were c a l l e d D r u i d s ( D r a v i d s[f^) i n 
E n g l i s h — t h e same class w h i c h seems to have e x i s t e d i n 
B r i t a i n a n d I r e l a n d as per the o l d legends t o l d b y t h e 
h i s to r i ans . 

651. T h i s i s no t the p lace to re la te a l l these a n d o t h e r 
legends b e a r i n g o n t h i s t o p i c , b u t i t c a n be f a i r l y assumed 
t h a t A r a b i a a n d I n d i a h a d v e r y close t ies a n d t r ade r e l a t i o n s 
f r o m ve ry a n c i e n t t i m e s , a n d there m u s t have been I n d i a n 
colonies e s t ab l i shed i n t h a t p e n i n s u l a , a n d we can in fe r t h a t 
l i k e those i n J a v a , S u m a t r a a n d o the r l ands i n the E a s t e r n 
Ocean , i n t h i s l a n d i n the W e s t e r n Ocean too , n o w k n o w n a s 
A r a b i a a n d others , there m u s t h a v e once t h r i v e d I n d i a n 
(espec ia l ly S o u t h Ind i an ) colonies , k i n g d o m s a n d c i v i l i z a t i o n . 
But we c a n n o t offer i t here, as ye t , as a n y p r o v e n fac t o r 
t heo ry . O n l y the va r ious de t a i l s l e a d i n g t o t h i s c o n c l u s i o n 
have s i m p l y been s u m m a r i z e d here br ief ly so t h a t t h e y m i g h t 
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he o f Some u s e t o gQine fu tu r e s t u d e n t o f h i s t o r y w h o i p i g h t 
be a t t r a c t e d t o i t . 

652 . I t i s o n l y p e r t i n e n t here to w r i t e about the r e l a 
t i ons o f I n d i a a n d A r a b i a d u r i n g the seven th c e n t u r y w h e n 
the A r a b s h a d a l r e a d y c o u r t e d I s l a m . I s l a m was b o r n af ter 
the b i r t h o f M u h a m m a d i n A . D . 570, a n d i t t o o k a t leas t 
f o r t y to fifty yea r s for the A r a b s to j o i n i t . T h e y h a d c i v i l 
wars on the ques t ion o f a d o p t i n g t h i s n e w f a i t h . Y e t the 
M u s l i m h i s t o r y is be l i eved to s t a r t f r om t h e i r H i z r i e ra i n 
A . D . 622 a n d we m i g h t as w e l l accept t h a t be l i e f for the 
p re sen t d i s c u s s i o n . 

653. E v e n before these n e w A r a b i c M u s l i m aggressor^ 
crossed t h e i r borders a n d f e l l o n t he i r n e i g h b o u r i n g P e r s i a n 
empi re , the H i n d u states h a d p r a c t i c a l l y sp read once a g a i n 
t o the v e r y d i s t a n t borders o f C h a n d r a g u p t a M a u r y a ' s e m p i r e 
b e y o n d the I n d u s . T h e Chinese t r a v e l l e r , H u e n - t s a n g entered 
I n d i a f rom the nor th-eas t abou t A . D . 629 a n d has lef t a n 
eye-wi tness a c c o u n t o f w h a t e v e r he saw here. A c c o r d i n g to 
h i m the H i n d u borders h a d s t r e t ched far b e y o n d t h e I n d u s 
t o i n c l u d e w h a t are n o w c a l l e d K a b u l , G h a z n i , a n d Gandhar* . 
A l m o s t a l l the Chinese w h o came to I n d i a d u r i n g those years 
h a d to crose these H i n d u s ta tes and the I n d u s before t h e y 
s t e p p e d i n t o I n d i a . 

T H E C H I N E S E O F T H A T E R A C A L L E D T H E 
H I N D U S S H I N T S U ' 

654. T h a t i s w h y t h e y i n C h i n a referred to I n d i a b y i t s 
mos t anc ien t name o f S i n d h u , a n d the H i n d u people as 
' S h i n t s u ' ' . I t i s qu i t e p l a i n t h a t t h i s ' S h i n t s u ' was a Chinese 
c o r r u p t i o n o f S i n d h u . T h i s j i s y e t ano the r p r o o f o n the 
Chinese s ide t h a t the w o r d H i n d u is d e r i v e d o r i g i n a l l y f r o m 
the w o r d S i n d h u . 

T H E F I R S T A R A B I N V A S I O N O F S I N D H A N D 
T H E I R D E F E A T 

6 6 5 . M o s t o f the m o d e r n h i s to r i e s refer to the A r a b 
i n v a s i o n on K i n g D a h i r as the first i n v a s i o n w h e r e i n the 
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H i n d u K i n g was c o m p l e t e l y de fea t ed . B u t t h i s i s a b l a t a n t 
fa l sehood . T h e F i r s t A r a b i n v a s i o n o f S i n d h t o o k p l ace i n 
A . D . 640 i n w h i c h the i n v a d e r s were c o m p l e t e l y v a n q u i s h e d 
a n d t h e i r c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f was k i l l e d b y the H i n d u s ( c f : 
p a r a g r a p h 324) 

T H E S E C O N D M A J O R I N V A S I O N O F S I N D H B Y 
T H E A R A B S 

656. B u t i n A . D . 711 , however , M o h a m m e d K a s i m 
m a r c h e d o n S i n d h at the head o f a fifty-thousand-strong 
a r m y a n d w h i l e f ac ing i t b r a v e l y M a h a r a j D a h i r o f S i n d h was 
de s t royed , (cf. pa ragraphs 327 t o 331). 

657. B u t i m m e d i a t e l y w i t h i n fifty years o f t h i s f a l l o f 
K i n g D a h i r , the R a j p u t s a n d s p e c i a l l y t h e i r leader , B a p p a 
R a v a l o f C h i t o d , wres ted i t a w a y f r o m the A r a b s a n d he a n d 
o ther H i n d u k ings pushed t h e i r bounda r i e s r i g h t f r o m the 
P a r i y a t r a M o u n t a i n i.e. H i n d u k u s h m o u n t a i n s , K a s h m i r , 
G a n d h a r ( w h i c h is n o w c a l l e d A f g h a n i s t a n ) s t r a i g h t up t o 
S i n d h u s a g a r ( w h i c h we n o w shameless ly c a l l A r a b i a n sea). 
T h i s H i n d u s o v e r e i g n t y over the v a s t r eg ion l a s t ed for three 
h u n d r e d years . 

T H R E E H U N D R E D Y E A R S A M O U N T T O 
A B O U T S E V E N G E N E R A T I O N S 

658. E v e n w h e n the H i n d u s h e l d t h e i r s w a y over such 
a vas t reg ion for more t h a n three h u n d r e d years a n d 
even w h e n S i n d h h a d been r econquered b y the R a j p u t s w i t h i n 
twen ty - f ive years o f i t s loss to K a s i m , m o s t o f the E n g l i s h , 
as also the H i n d u , h i s t o r i a n s never so m u c h as m e n t i o n i t . 
O n the c o n t r a r y grea t h i s t o r i a n s , l i t t e r a t eu r s , w e l l - k n o w n 
professors a l l the w o r l d over as a l so the s choo l -go ing c h i l d r e n 
have a l l a l ong been r e p e a t i n g b l i n d l y t h a t r i g h t f r o m the 
t i m e K a s i m conquered S i n d h the M u s l i m s began t h e i r o n w a r d 
m a r c h r i g h t up to R a m e s h w a r a m a n d f o r a l l these twe lve 
h u n d r e d years or so f rom A . D . 711 to the t i m e the B r i t i s h 
lef t I n d i a i n 1947 the H i n d u s h a d been r o t t i n g i n s l a v e r y . 
T h i s a s s u m p t i o n is as false as i t i s i n s u l t i n g t o the H i n d u s . 
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T h i s is a n unbea rab le p e r v e r s i o n o f f ac t s . 
659. Herea f t e r a t leas t a t r u t h - l o v i n g w r i t e r o f his tory-

s h o u l d s c r u p u l o u s l y a v o i d t h i s f a l sehood , t h i s pervers ion , 
o f facts f r o m s c h o o l or col lege t e x t - b o o b s as a l so f r o m those 
o f a g rea te r w o r t h a n d i m p o r t a n c e . 

T H E S E T H R E E H U N D R E D Y E A R S 

660. F o r d u r i n g these three h u n d r e d yea r s i.e., u p t o 
A.D. 1000 or so i n the w h o l e o f I n d i a r i g h t f r o m H i n d u k u s h 
to C e y l o n a n d to B u r m a i n the east the H i n d u S o v e r e i g n s ta tes 
r u l e d p r o u d l y . A t s u c h a n e a r l y date as t h a t the H i n d u 
k i n g s i n the sou th l i k e the Cher , C h o w l , P a n d y a , R a s h t r a k u t 
a n d o thers somet imes the one, a t o the r s the n e x t r u l e d t h e 
v a s t sou the rn seas so p o w e r f u l l y as t o c a l l t hemse lves 
T r i s a m u d r e s h w a r . T o say t h a t the whole o f I n d i a sweated 
i n s l a v e r y u n d e r the M u s l i m s or some o the r ru le r s , i g n o r i n g 
i t s p rosperous and i ndependen t sovere ign s ta tus , i s to be l i e 
h i s t o r y . 

F R O M A . D . 1000 T O A . D . 1030 

661 . A l l o f a sudden l i k e a comet rose M a h m u d o f 
G h a z n i , a t t h i s t i m e . A t h i s access ion t o the t h r o n e he 
v o w e d to M u s l i m i z e the w h o l e o f I n d i a a n d , as has been 
a l r e a d y desc r ibed i n p a r a g r a p h s 365 to 375, c a r r i e d o n a series 
o f d e p r e d a t i o n s a n d a r s o n , r e l i g ious pe r secu t ion a n d r apes 
a n d p o l l u t i o n a n d c o n v e r s i o n t h r o u g h o u t the vas t t r a c t f r o m 
M u l t a n i n P u n j a b to S o m e s h w a r i n S o u r a s h t r a . 

662. B u t i t i s because a t s u c h c a t a c l y s m a l t imes t h e 
H i n d u s showed e x e m p l a r y v a l o u r a n d perseverance a n d fo r 
bearance i n f ac ing a l l these ca l ami t e s never l o s i n g sel f - respect 
o r courage, t h a t H i n d u states c o u l d again raise t he i r banners 
o v e r t h r o w i n g t h e M u s l i m a scendancy h a r d l y w i t h i n t w e n t y -
five to t h i r t y years o f M a h m u d G h a z n i ' s dea th i n A . D . 1030 
w i t h the sole e x c e p t i o n perhaps o f the n o r t h e r n p a r t o f the 
P u n j a b b e y o n d the I n d u s . T h i s can su re ly be c i t ed as t h e 
a s t o n i s h i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n o f the t e n a c i t y o f any n a t i o n f o r 
t h a t m a t t e r . 
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663. S e c o n d l y , i t m u s t be r emembered t h a t d u r i n g the 
t h i r t y o r f o r t y years o f the p o l i t i c a l h a v o c w r o u g h t b y 
M a h m u d o f G h a z n i i n the n o r t h , the w h o l e o f S o u t h I n d i a 
h a d been d i s p l a y i n g d a r i n g a n d a d v e n t u r e w h i l e en joy ing 
independence , p r o s p e r i t y , a n d the m a s t e r y o f the three seas 
as n o n - c h a l a n t l y as before . 

664. T h i s i s w h y even d u r i n g those t h i r t y o r f o r t y 
yea r s o f G h a z n i ' s r a i d s , I n d i a as a w h o l e can never be sa id 
t o be s l a v i n g u n d e r the fore ign heels . O f course we do n o t 
d e n y t h a t a s m a l l p a r t o f the no r th -wes t e rn P u n j a b was 
a n n e x e d b y G h a z n i e s t a b l i s h i n g p o l i t i c a l as w e l l as r e l ig ious 
ascendancy firmly over there . H o w e v e r , i t m u s t a lso be bo rne 
i n m i n d tha t even a t t h a t t i m e K a s h m i r was a H i n d u state. 

H U N D R E D A N D F I F T Y Y E A R S A F T E R T H E 
D E A T H O F M A H M U D O F G H A Z N I 

IN A . D . 1030 

665. A h u n d r e d a n d fifty years i.e. abou t five genera
t i o n s after A . D . 1030 the w h o l e of I n d i a r i g h t f rom K a s h m i r 
t o A s s a m a n d B u r m a i n the n o r t h a n d R a m e s h w a r a m i n the 
S o u t h , was p o l i t i c a l l y i ndependen t , p o w e r f u l a n d p rospe rous 
as before. G r e a t preachers , sa in t s a n d M a h a n t s a n d pr ies t s 
f o l l o w i n g the p a t h o f Shree S h a n k a r a c h a r y a were , a l o n g 
w i t h S m r i t i k a r s D e v a l a n d M e d h a t i t h i , l e a d i n g the c u l t u r a l 
l i fe o f the who le o f I n d i a a n d i t s oversea-co lonies . S a n s k r i t 
was the I n d i a n p r i e s t l y l anguage t h roughou t . K a s h i was 
the c u l t u r a l centre o f the w h o l e H i n d u n a t i o n . T h e grea t 
w o u n d s suffered b y our H i n d u n a t i o n on the p o l i t i c a l f ron t 
d u r i n g the r a i d s o f M a h m u d o f G h a z n i were hea led u p b y 
ru lers d u r i n g these years . I f the t emple o f S o m n a t h was 
r e b u i l t on th i s s ide , new s k y - h i g h temples l i k e t h a t o f 
B h u v a n e s h w a r a n d r e l ig ious centres i n O r i s s a a n d A s s a m 
rose to t h e i r f u l l g l o r y . T h e H i n d u m a s t e r y o f the E a s t e r n , 
W e s t e r n a n d the S o u t h e r n seas, t h e i r t r a d e a n d commerce , 
to -and- f ro m o v e m e n t o f t housands o f the i r t roops , t h e i r 
r o y a l v i s i t s a n d r e t u r n v i s i t s r i gh t u p to M e x i c o i n the t a r 
east a n d to A f r i c a i n the wes t c o n t i n u e d u n h a m p e r e d a n d 
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therefore the I n d i a n s overseas c o u l d keep cons tan t contac t 
w i t h t h e i r m o t h e r - l a n d a n d the reby p rospe red m a t e r i a l l y as 
w e l l as c u l t u r a l l y . 

666 . C a n a n y H i n d u - h a t e r da re s ay , therefore, o f t h i s 
p e r i o d a t leas t t h a t the w h o l e o f I n d i a was r o t t i n g i n abject 
s l a v e r y ? 



C H A P T E R X V 

F R O M T H E T W E L F T H C E N T U R Y A . D . T O T H E 
E N D O F T H E T H I R T E E N T H C E N T U R Y A . D . 

667. A f t e r the dea th o f M a h m u d o f G h a z n i , the M u s l i m 
power there grew far t oo weak because i n the first p l a c e t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n there c o n s i s t e d m a i n l y o f the a b o r i g i n a l tr ibe-
conve r t ed qu i te r e c e n t l y b y craf t o r coe rc ion to I s l a m a n d 
secondly because the A r a b i a n M u s l i m S ta t e s were be ing: 
d e s t r o y e d comple t e ly b y t h e M o n g o l s a n d T u r k s , the t w o 
grea t A s i a n t r ibes w h i c h h a d n o t y e t s w o r n a l leg iance t o I s l a m ^ 
d u r i n g t he i r sweeping r a i d s t h r o u g h the vas t t r a c t o f C e n t r a l 
A s i a r i g h t up to E u r o p e . 

668. A s has a l r eady been p o i n t e d o u t m a n y b i g a n d 
s m a l l H i n d u c o m m u n i t i e s a n d r o y a l f a m i l i e s r u l e d t h i s r e g i o a 
fo r a long t i m e . G h u r i was one o f these H i n d u commun i t i e s 
r o u n d abou t Ghazn i^ w h i c h was w h o l l y c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m 
d u r i n g the M u s l i m r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l aggress ions . B e i n g 
fo rced to f o l l o w the M u s l i m soc io - re l ig ious p rac t i ce s for 
genera t ions th i s o r i g i n a l l y H i n d u c o m m u n i t y o f the Ghuries-
became so s t a u n c h a n d b i g o t e d i n t h e i r f a i t h t h a t t h e y 
a r d e n t l y des i r ed to ru l e the o ther M u s l i m s i n G h a z n i . F r o m 
the same M u s l i m (yet o r i g i n a l l y H i n d u ) G h u r i c o m m u n i t y 
rose t o power one M o h a m m a d G h o r i w h o sub juga t i ng a l l the-
w a r r i n g t r i b e s d u r i n g the in t e rnec ine ba t t l e s t h a t b r o k e out-
after the death o f M a h m u d o f G h a z n i , finally p r o c l a i m e d 
h i m s e l f the S u l t a n o f the S t a t e . I n o rde r to en l i s t the l o y a l 
s u p p o r t o f a l l the M u s l i m s he made everywhere the s t o c k - i n -
t r a d e p r o c l a m a t i o n , w h i c h r e v e r b e r a t e d t h r o u g h o u t t h a t 
r e g i o n a n d the no r th -wes t r eg ion o f H i n d u s t a n , t h a t he w o u l d 
force a l l the K a f i r s (meaning H i n d u s ) i n I n d i a to accept I s l a m 
a n d w o u l d f o u n d an e m p i r e there^. 

669. H o w e v e r , i n sp i te o f h is a m b i t i o n he c o u l d n o t do. 
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a n y t h i n g o f the k i n d M a h m u d of G h a z n i h a d done before h i m 
i n h is seventeen h o r r i b l e p r e d a t o r y r a id s because o f the a d v e r s e 
c i r cums tances . I n A . D . 1176 M o h a m m e d G h o r i first c a p t u r e d 
t h e s t r o n g fo r t o f O o c h near t h e c o n fluence o f the P a n c h n a d 
w i t h the I n d u s . E n r a g e d a t the weakness o f her h u s b a n d 
t h e qeen i n the fo r t k i l l e d h i m a n d m a r r i e d her d a u g h t e r 
t o the v i c t o r i o u s M o h a m m e d s u r r e n d e r i n g the o v e r l o r d s h i p 
o f the r eg ion a t the same time*. 

670 . T h e n i n order to size u p the H i n d u K i n g d o m s 
M o h a m m e d G h o r i m a r c h e d o n the weakes t one o f Gu ja ra t b y 
p r o c e e d i n g s t e a l t h i l y a l o n g the borders o f R a j a s t h a n . F o r , 
the K i n g o f G u j a r a t h a v i n g d i e d , the Queen a n d her m i l i t a r y 
chiefs e n t h r o n e d a m i n o r . T h i s l ed M o h a m m e d G h o r i t o 
t h i n k t h a t i t was w e a k enough to be a t t a c k e d . B u t he was 
m i s l e d b y appearances . F o r , on l e a r n i n g o f G h o r i ' s ensu ing 
i n v a s i o n , the H i n d u a r m y o f Gu ja ra t , a u g m e n t e d b y t h o s e 
o f o ther s y m p a t h i s i n g H i n d u K i n g s , m a r c h e d f o r w a r d , to 

the moun ta in - r anges , o f A b u . T h e Queen herse l f fought i n the 
b a t t l e m o s t v a l i a n t l y , u r g i n g a l l the so ld ie r s t o defend t h e 
i n f a n t k i n g w h o m , she sa id , she h a d d e l i v e r e d to t h e i r ca re . 
In f l amed b y he r w o r d s the w h o l e H i n d u a r m y fought so-
f u r i o u s l y t h a t the M u s l i m s were r o u t e d comple t e ly i n a l l 
d i r e c t i o n s , M o h a m m e d G h o r i h i m s e l f escaped n a r r o w l y a n d 
fled s t r a igh t to h i s d o m a i n b e y o n d the borders*. 

S E C O N D M A J O R D E F E A T O F M O H A M M E D 
G H O R I B Y T H E H I N D U S 

671 . M o h a m m e d G h o r i , however , was no t to be d a u n t e d 
b y adve r s i t i e s . So w i t h o u t be ing d i s cou raged b y h is recent-
defeat a t A b u he once a g a i n m a r c h e d on I n d i a i n A . D . 1191, 
i n v a d i n g t h i s t i m e the t e r r i t o r y o f P r i t h v i r a j C h o u h a n , 
w h e r e u p o n t h a t ga l l an t m o n a r c h o f D e l h i a l ong w i t h as m a n y 
H i n d u ru l e r s as he c o u l d theng .a ther a d v a n c e d aga ins t G h o r i 
a n d j o i n i n g b a t t l e a t T a r a y a n to the n o r t h o f K a r n o o l n e a r 
P a n i p a t dea l t a c r u s h i n g defeat o n the i n v a d e r , af ter a b l o o d y 
dayS. M o h a m m e d G h o r i h i m s e l f was c a p t u r e d a l i v e by-
P r i t h v i r a j . T h i s b a t t l e i s k n o w n as the B a t t l e o f T a t a v a d i . 
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672. E m p e r o r (Samrat ) P r i t h y i r a j a n d h i s f euda to ry 
p r inces were af ter a l l H i n d u s b y b i r t h a n d be longed t q the 
t o p m o s t R a j p u t r a n k s . H e n c e t h e y s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e d t h a t 
t o l e t go the cap t i ve n a t i o n a l enemy a l i v e , howeve r treache;-
rous he m i g h t be , to g i v e b a c k h i s k i n g d o m w i t h a l l p o m p 
a n d show, was the h ighes t f o r m o f r e l ig ious conducts 
c o n d u c i v e t o h e a v e n l y b l i ss as regards a t r u e w a r r i o r was 
concerned . 

673. f ^ R t ^vi;fir^T ^ =̂ Rr i 

5R-f̂ 5r ififq' s^fft- 'g^rff̂  ii* 
W e r e a serpent (an inve te ra t e n a t i o n a l enemy) to come 

w i t h a v i e w to b i t e the m o t h e r l a n d , he s h o u l d be smashed 
t o pieces w i t h a surpr i se a t t a c k , decei t o r c u n n i n g or i n a n y 
o t h e r w a y poss ib l e . A l t h o u g h t h i s war - s t r a t egy o f Shree 
K r i s h n a a n d C h a n a k y a was t a u g h t to t h e H i n d u s l o n g ago, 
a t t ha t t i m e i t appeared t o t h e m l i k e one o f t h e five dead l i e s t 
s ins . F o r as we have a l r e a d y shown i n p a r a g r a p h s 397 to 
4 5 4 , the w h o l e o f the H i n d u n a t i o n was a t t h a t t i m e u t t e r l y 
i n f a t u a t e d w i t h the p e r v e r t e d sense o f v i r t u e s . . . . B u t t h e 
M u s l i m s , however , fo l l owed t h i s v e r y w a r - s t r a t e g y m o s t 
s c r u p u l o u s l y . 

674. See h o w : H a d P r i t h v i r a j C h o u h a n , i n s t e a d o f 
M o h a m m e d G h o r i , i n v a d e d G h a z n i a n d h a d the M u s l i m s 
defeated the R a j p u t s (as the R a j p u t s h a d a c t u a l l y done w i t h 
M o h a m m e d Ghor i ) t hey w o u l d h a v e no t o n l y k i l l e d P r i t h v i r a j 
b u t w o u l d also have conve r t ed , b y u s i n g force a n d c u n n i n g , 
•all the c ap t i ve R a j p u t s t o I s l a m , w o u l d have made t h e m , 
t h e i r w i v e s a n d c h i l d r e n s laves for the who le o f t he i r l i ves 
i n t h e i r houses a n d the b e a u t i f u l among t h e H i n d u c a p t i v e 
women G h o r i h i m s e l f m i g h t have t a k e n i n t o h is h a r e m a n d 
ravaged . T o such a d a m n e d , d e m o n i a c a l enemy o f o u r 
r e l i g i o n , l i k e M o h a m m e d G h o r i , was m e r c y s h o w n b y P r i t h v i 
raj a n d the o the r confedera ted R a j p u t ru lers f o l l o w i n g 
sheep ish ly the t e x t u a l m a x i m ^ ' J W R : . (a m a x i m to be 
used o n l y i n the case of some n o b l e a n d m a g n a n i m o u s 
•enemy!) w i t h o u t t h e s l igh tes t c o n s i d e r a t i o n be ing g i v e n to the 
p r o p r i e t y o f t ime , p lace a n d the c i r cums tances a n d persons 
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i n v o l v e d ! N a y , t h e y showed m e r c y n o t o n l y t o M o h a m m e d 
G h o r i b u t even to the whole M u s l i m a r m y , o n l y to respect 
the noble R a j p u t t r a d i t i o n o f a s su r ing f u l l p r o t e c t i o n f r o m 
fear to those w h o su r rendered m e e k l y . O n l y an o r a l p romise 
was o b t a i n e d f r o m M o h a m m e d G h o r i t h a t he w o u l d n o t a g a i n 
i n v a d e I n d i a a n d he was a l l o w e d to go a l i v e . H i s d o m a i n o f 
G h a z n i , t o o , w a s r e t u r n e d t o h im" . A n d p r o u d , more o f 
t h e i r s u i c i d a l a n d c redu lous generos i ty t h a n o f t h e i r h a v i n g 
defeated the M u s l i m a r m y o f M o h a m m e d G h o r i , those R a j p u t 
w a r r i o r s m a r c h e d t r i u m p h a n t l y to D e l h i a n d ce lebra ted t h e i r 
v i c t o r y ! 

B U T W H A T D I D M O H A M M E D G H O R I 
D O O N R E A C H I N G G H A Z N I ? 

675. D i d M o h a m m e d G h o r i forget h i s e n m i t y t o the 
H i n d u s because o f th i s generos i ty o f P r i t h v i r a j C h o u h a n ? 
N o ! O n the c o n t r a r y l i k e a snake , p r o v o k e d b y a s l i g h t 
i n j u r y M o h a m m e d G h o r i a n d a l l the M u s l i m s i n h i s k i n g d o m , 
w i t h o u t a n y sense o f g r a t i t u d e for t h e H i n d u i m b e c i l e 
gene ros i ty , were a l l the more e m b i t t e r e d , a n d r e so lved to 
c rush the H i n d u s altogether*. A n d w i t h a huge a r m y 
M o h a m m e d G h o r i once a g a i n a t t a c k e d P r i t h v i r a j i n A . D . 
H 9 3 » , 

T H E R A J P U T R A S O S ' A N D T H E B E S T A M O N G 
T H E M T H E P R I T H V I R A J R A S O ' O F C H A N D B H A T 

676. I n fac t i t i s imposs ib l e a n d i m p r o p e r to w r i t e a n y 
t r u s t - w o r t h y h i s t o r y o f the R a j p u t s w i t h o u t c lose ly s t u d y i n g 
the c o n t e m p o r a r y h i s t o r i c a l accounts w r i t t e n b y the R a j p u t 
B h a t s a n d C h a r a n s i n t h e i r he ro ic a n d , to some exten t , poe t i c 
s ty le a n d k n o w n i n t h a t r eg ion as ' R a s o s ' . B u t i t i s d o u b t f u l 
whe the r amongs t o u r h i s t o r i a n s there be five o r a t the m o s t 
t e n such as have r e a d t h e m w i t h any sc ien t i f ic c u r i o s i t y ! 
T h a t i s w h y none o f the h i s to r i e s w r i t t e n o f the R a j p u t s o f 
the t imes or , fo r t h a t ma t t e r , o f the w h o l e H i n d u soc ie ty o f 
t h a t age, w i t h the s o l i t a r y e x c e p t i o n o f t h a t o f C o l . T o d 
r e a l l y deserves to be t r u l y c a l l e d h i s to r i e s . T h e y are mere 
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t r a n s l a t i o n s o r t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n s o f s t r a y i n c o h e r e n t r e m a r k s 
a n d d i s c o n n e c t e d a n d p e r v e r t e d accounts o f the M u s l i m o r 
the E n g l i s h w r i t e r s . I n d e p e n d e n t ' R a s o s ' seem to have been 
composed on v a l i a n t R a j p u t R a n a s , p r o u d o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n 
( H a m i r R a s o , C h h a t r a s a l R a s o , e tc . ) . T h e ' R a s o s ' a re n o t 
pure , u n a d u l t e r a t e d h i s to r ies ! B u t the fo rcefu l a n d v i v i d 
d e s c r i p t i o n s o f the v a r i o u s events , t h e i r h i g h f e r v o u r a n d the 
fact o f t h e i r a u t h o r s ' p a r t i c i p a t i o n , to a lesser or g rea te r 
•degree, i n those p a r t i c u l a r h i s t o r i c a l events m a k e those g r a n d 
i n c i d e n t s l i v e , as i t were , before the i m a g i n a t i o n o f the 
reader , as the a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d s k e t c h y ou t l i ne s o f ch rono
l o g i c a l accounts can never do . ' P r i t h v i r a j R a s o ' b y the 
famous C h a n d B h a t , w h o M'as i n the pay o f P r i t h v i r a j , bears 
•out the above r e m a r k b y i t s epic se ren i ty , c a l m d i g n i t y a n d 
m o v i n g pa thos i n i t s de sc r ip t i ons o f the H i n d u s o f the t i m e 
a n d o f i t s accoun t o f the first M u s l i m r a i d s f r o m the n o r t h -
•west^o. 

T H E S T O R Y O F T H E F I R E R A C E ( ^T^^^ ) 

677. T h i s ' P r i t h v i r a j R a s o ' g ives the famous anecdote o f 
the s i f ' H - ^ the fire-race i n connec t ion w i t h the o r i g i n o f the 
R a j p u t d y n a s t i e s . A c c o r d i n g to i t when the p lague o f the 
n o n - H i n d u i n v a d e r s grew e n o r m o u s l y , S a i n t V a s i s h t a perfor
m e d a g r a n d sacrif ice on M o u n t A b u f rom the l e a p i n g flames 
•of w h i c h appea red four s p l e n d i d w a r r i o r s i n o r d e r to p r o t e c t 
t h e V e d i c H i n d u r e l i g i o n . These were the founders o f the 
fou r ce leb ra ted R a j p u t d y n a s t i e s : the Q u h i l o t s o f C h i t t o d , 
the P r a t i h a r s o f K a n o u j , t he C h o u h a n s o f S a m b a r a n d the 
P a r m a r s o f D h a r . T h e essence o f th i s p o p u l a r anecdote seems 
t o us qu i t e cons i s ten t w i t h h i s t o r y . F o r af ter the H i n d u s 
v a n q u i s h e d the H u n s u t t e r l y a n d when the l a t t e r began t o 
merge wholesa le i n the H i n d u soc ie ty , the sa in t s o f those 
•days m u s t necessar i ly have pe r fo rmed some g i g a n t i c sacr i f ice 
of p u r i f i c a t i o n a n d c o n v e r s i o n fo r a t leas t some hund reds o f 
t hem—a memorab le i n c i d e n t w h i c h perhaps finds t h i s p o e t i c 
•expression i n C h a n d B h a t ' s ' P r i t h v i r a j R a s o ' i n the finest 
t r a d i t i o n o f the P u r a n i k w r i t e r s . 
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678i ' The N a g a r i P r a c h a r i n i S a b h a h a d u n d e r t a k e n t o 
r e p u b l i s h t h i s ' P r i t h v i r a j R a s o ' i n 1922-23 w h e n I was i n 
p r i s o n a t R a t a n g i r i , where some p a r t s o f i t we re sent to m e 
o n reques t b y m y b ro the r for m y essay o n H i n d u t w a . I do n o t 
J m o w , however , whe the r t h i s who le b o o k was ever p u b l i s h e d . 

T H E S E N O N - H I N D U S A R E S H A M E L E S S 
W E , H I N D U S F I G H T S H Y ! 

679. T h e ' P r i t h v i r a j R a s o ' descr ibes the H i n d u - M u s l i m 
s k i r m i s h e s a n d f rays i n the ep ic s t y l e o f M a h a b h a r a t , and the 
poe t has p r a i s e d the H i n d u s h i g h l y fo r v a n q u i s h i n g M o h a m 
m e d G h o r i a g a i n a n d a g a i n a n d then s e t t i ng h i m free to go 
•alive, because t h i s noble ac t o f the H i n d u s , he t h o u g h t , a d d e d 
t o t h e i r g l o r y ! B u t w h e n M o h a m m e d G h o r i a g a i n a t t a c k e d 
P r i t h v i r a j i n A . D . 1193, v i o l a t i n g his p romise t h a t he w o u l d 
never a g a i n i n v a d e I n d i a , G h a n d B h a t w r o t e w r a t h f u l l y , " W e 
E i n d u s are s c rupu lous a b o u t r e l ig ious a n d i r r e l i g i o u s conduc t , 
a b o u t t r u t h a n d fa l sehood , we fight shy o f s i n f u l ac t s , b u t 
these n o n - H i n d u s (mean ing M u s l i m s ) are u t t e r l y shameless ! 

680. B u t the b r e a c h o f p romise w h i c h c o u l d M u s l i m i z e 
t h e w h o l e o f the K a f i r s ta te was a h i g h l y r e l i g i o u s d u t y fo r 
t h e M u s l i m s , a n d because M o h a m m e d G h o r i b r o k e h is p romises 
a g a i n a n d a g a i n he became a G a z i a m o n g the M u s l i m s ! 
T h i s fact a l so m u s t be engraved on the hear ts o f the H i n d u s 
t h a t the M u s l i m s w h o a c t e d i r r e l i g i o u s l y a c c o r d i n g to C h a n d 
B h a t were b les sed w i t h success b y G o d whereas ' the H i n d u s 
w h o never b r o k e a n y p romise b u t showed the q u i x o t i c 
greatness o f s e t t i n g the enemy free a l i v e were c rushed 
o u t r i g h t o w i n g to t h e i r s teadfas t adherence to t h e i r s o - c a l l e d 
r e l i g ious conduc t 1 

681 . T h e r e was ano the r reason w h y M o h a m m e d G h o r i 
t h o u g h t i t to be the best o p p o r t u n i t y t o m a r c h aga ins t 
P i r t h v i r a j . J a y c h a n d , the K i n g o f K a n o u j , h a d sec re t l y g i v e n 
a s o l e m n p r o m i s e t o h e l p h i m aga ins t P r i t h v i r a j , h is d i res t 
enemy!! , a p romise w h i c h l a t e r p r o v e d f a t a l to h imse l f . I n 
1193, the H i n d u - M u s l i m a rmies me t a t S thaneshwar , where 
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i n the t h i c k o f the f r a y f e l l i n the h a n d s o f the M u s l i m s , d e a d 
ox a l i v e the R a j p u t p r i n c e s , C h a i n u n d r a i , H a m i r , H a d a a n d 
g o o d m a n y o t h e r w a r r i o r s ! M u s l i m losses i n l i ve s were a l so 
t e r r i b l e . . A l l t h i s d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t s h o u l d r e a l l y be read, , 
i f poss ib le , f r o m the ' P r i t h v i r a j R a s o ' i t s e l f , because i n t h e 
h i s t o r i c a l accoun t s b y the M u s l i m w r i t e r s n o t h i n g b u t censure^ 
a n d c o n d e m n a t i o n o f the K a f i r s c a n o n l y be met w i t h , a n d 
w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f these p o e t i c a l R a s o s , h i s to r ies , w r i t t e n 
b y H i n d u w r i t e r s , do n o t s i m p l y e x i s t . T h e M u s l i m w r i t e r s 
v o u c h t h a t P r i t h v i r a j w a s , a t l e n g t h , k i l l e d i n the. b a t t l e 
a n d the M u s l i m s were v i c t o r i o u s l y . S o o n af ter t h i s v i c t o r y 
M o h a m m e d G h o r i m a r c h e d s t r a i g h t t o D e l h i , because he h a d 
t o p e r f o r m h i s d i a b o l i c a l l y p i o u s deed o f d e m o l i s h i n g the 
H i n d u t emples , o f s l a u g h t e r i n g the masses o f H i n d u s , o f a r son 
a n d e s p e c i a l l y o f r a v a g i n g the y o u n g wi fe o f P r i t h v i r a j , 
t h e daugh te r o f J a y c h a n d , S a n y o g i t a , w h o was w e l l - k n o w n a t 
t h a t t i m e fo r her e x c e p t i o n a l beau ty . F a s t as M o h a m m e d 
G h o r i made for D e l h i , f as te r s t i l l w e n t the t r a g i c news of" 
the defeat o f P r i t h v i r a j a n d o f h i s d e a t h o r p r o b a b l e cap tu re 
b y the M u s l i m s , to the r o y a l pa lace o f D e l h i , w h e r e u p o n , 
a c c o r d i n g to the p re - a r r anged p l a n pe rhaps , the empress 
S a n y o g i t a l o s t n o t a m i n u t e to face the danger b o l d l y i n t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l R a j p u t w a y . A t once, l e a v i n g as ide a l l cons ider 
a t i o n for w e a l t h , p a r e n t a l l o v e , f r a t e r n a l affect ion, the 
a t t a c h m e n t t o h e r e a r t h l y ex is tence , a n d b r e a k i n g a l l t ies o f 
love a n d d u t y she j u m p e d f r o m the t o p - m o s t floor o f the 
p a l a c e a n d k i l l e d he r se l f w i t h the w o r d J a y h a r (stflsr)—glory 
to G o d S h i v ! on her l i p s she p e r f o r m e d J a y h a r — J o h a r I 
W h a t o f the empress , S a n y o g i t a , h u n d r e d s o f o the r H i n d u 
•H^omen l e a p t one after ano the r i n t o the Y a m u n a ( Jamuna) 
a n d d r o w n e d themse lves before the M u s l i m s c o u l d even t o u c h 
or p o l l u t e t h e m ! 

682 . O n r e a c h i n g D e l h i , M o h a m m e d G h o r i i m m e d i a t e l y 
set t o p l u n d e r a n d des t roy the r o y a l pa laces a n d the c i t i z e n s 
w i t h fire a n d s w o r d , t o h i s hea r t ' s content^ ' . P r o c l a i m i n g 
n e x t the e s t ab l i shmen t o f the M u s l i m p o w e r there , he 
a p p o i n t e d a t r u s t e d s lave , o f h i s , ope K u t u b u d d i n , as h i s 
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c h i e f a d m i n i s t r a t o r , a n d w e n t s t r a igh t off to ^Ghazni . L a t e r 
o n w i t h i n t w o yea r s i n 1195 M o h a m m e d G h o r i a t t a c k e d 
J a y c h a n d . W i t h h i s a d m i n i s t r a t o r K u t u b u d d i n to assist-
h i m he m a r c h e d o n K a n o u j where i n a fur ious scuffle J a y c h a n d 
was u t t e r l y v a n q u i s l i e d a n d k i l l ed^* . I n a sense the I n d i a n 
K i n g r ece ived a fitting r e w a r d fo r h i s h i g h t reason against-
the H i n d u n a t i o n ! 

683 . N e a r l y a h u n d r e d years o r m o r e h a d e l apsed 
s ince the d r e a d f u l r a i d s o f M a h m u d o f G h a z n i a n d as s u c h 
t h e i r r e c o l l e c t i o n was g r o w i n g f a in t e r l i k e a n e v i l h a l l u c i n a 
t i o n o r d r e a m i n the H i n d u m i n d . So w i t h these t w o 
invas ions o f M o h a m m e d G h o r i , eve ry H i n d u K i n g , E m p e r o r , 
S a i n t , d i g n i t a r y o f e v e r y sor t , d o w n t o the h u t - d w e l l e r was 
shocked to the m a r r o w o f h i s bones a t t h i s mise rab le p l i g h t 
o f H i n d u courage a n d s t r e n g t h . M o h a m m e d G h o r i , t o o , was 
e l a t ed a t t h i s u n e x p e c t e d v i c t o r y , a n d h e a r i n g o f K a s h i 
(Benares) as the ho l i e s t o f H i n d u p laces o f w o r s h i p he headed 
s t r a igh t for i t i n o r d e r to d e s t r o y H i n d u r e l i g i o n . 

684. T h e peop le a t K a s h i were t a k e n unawares b y t h i s 
f a n a t i c a l a n d b l o o d - t h i r s t y r a i d a n d as s u c h h a d no a r r ange 
m e n t t o face i t . N a t u r a l l y M o h a m m e d G h o r i c a p t u r e d 
K a s h i i n no t i m e , s t a r t e d f o r t h w i t h t o s laughte r H i n d u m e n 
a n d w o m e n , to p l u n d e r the H i n d u house ' s , to r a v i s h H i n d u 
w o m e n , a n d s p e c i a l l y to force count less H i n d u m e n a n d 
w o m e n to accep t I s l a m a n d s l a v e r y . A b o v e a l l he r a i s ed to 
b i g heaps o f r ubb l e a n d b r i c k eve ry H i n d u t emp le a n d b r o k e 
the i d o l s w i t h i n i t to bits^^. 

685. B u t he i m m e d i a t e l y h e a r d the news t h a t i n t h e 
H i n d u s ta tes b e y o n d a n d e s p e c i a l l y i n R a j a s t h a n , p lans were 
be ing c h a l k e d o u t o f e n c i r c l i n g h i m ; a n d h a v i n g the b i t t e r 
exper ience o f the u n i t e d H i n d u s w o r d s m e n t w i c e before, h e 
sat isf ied h i m s e l f w i t h w h a t e v e r he cou ld achieve d u r i n g o n e 
sweep f r o m K a n o u j to K a s h i (Benaras) , a n d wen t b a c k t o 
G h a z n i . A s before he a p p o i n t e d h i s v e r s a t i l e , b r a v e a n d 
t r u s t e d s lave K u t u b u d d i n , h i m s e l f as t h e G o v e r n o r o f t h e 
r e c e n t l y w o n t e r r i t o r y u p t o K a n o u j ^ * . 

686. A n d a las ! A t t h i s v e r y e v i l , u n p r o p i t i o u s m o m e n t 
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•our age-old C a p i t a l o f the H i n d u empi re s ince the d a y s o f 
Y u d h i s h t h i r t h i s our I n d r a p r a s t h a , H a s t i n a p u r o r m o d e r n 
D e l h i , was l o s t t o the n o n - H i n d u s a n d there was l a i d the 
f o u n d a t i o n s tone o f the M u s l i m empi re *;for cen tur ies t o 
•come ! D e l h i became the centre o f s e rv i t ude a n d r e m a i n e d 
so r o t t i n g unde r the f o r e i g n r u l e for the n e x t five o r s i x 
h u n d r e d years (w i th v e r y shor t b reaks i n be tween ) t i l l a t 
l a s t the M a r a t h a s t r i u m p h a n t l y h o i s t e d t h e i r saf f ron-coloured 
flag a t A t t o c k a n d o v e r t h r o w i n g the M u s l i m i m p e r i a l power 
b e y o n d , m a d e i t the h a n d m a i d o f the H i n d u i m p e r i a l 
•au thor i ty . 

687. S o o n af ter he reached G h a z n i , M o h a m m e d G h o r i 
was k i l l e d , ( in the o p i n i o n o f some M u s l i m h i s to r i ans , ) b y a 
•small b a n d o f so ld ie r s i n h i s army^^, b u t C h a n d B h a t g ives 
a co lou r fu l a n d d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n i n his B a s o o f h o w 
P r i t h v i r a j se ized the one u n i q u e o p p o r t u n i t y t o k i l l h i m 
-and avenged h i s defeat . A l t h o u g h n o o the r s u p p o r t for t h i s 
f o l k - l o r e c a n be f o u n d , as ye t , i t is n o t u n w o r t h y o f a 
m e n t i o n here. T h e essence o f th i s supe rb ly desc r ibed f o l k 
l o r e i n the p o e t i c a l ' P r i t h v i r a j R a s o ' i s t h a t P r i t h v i r a j was 
c a p t u r e d a l i v e b y G h o r i a n d was no t k i l l e d i n the ba t t l e . 
M o h a m m e d G h o r i t o o k h i m to G h a z n i as a c a p t i v e a n d s t r u c k 
o u t h is eyes , m a k i n g h i m b l i n d . A t t h i s s h o c k i n g news 
C h a n d B h a t wen t on h i s o w n to G h o r i ' s cou r t a t G h a z n i i n 
o r d e r to do h i s t r a d i t i o n a l d u t y as a B h a t o f l a y i n g d o w n 
his l i fe fo r h i s emperor . Cha rans a n d B h a t s were supposed 
t o bear a c h a r m e d l i f e , — t h e y were n o t to be k i l l e d — a n d the 
M u s l i m ru le rs a l so c o u l d n o t g e n e r a l l y b reak t h i s conven 
t i o n ! S u l t a n M o h a m m e d G h o r i t oo a s k e d C h a n d B h a t t o 
h a v e h is s ay . C h a n d B h a t was a w e l l - k n w o n a n d r eady -
w i t t e d , f ac i l e poet , w h o sang o u t a t the t o p o f h i s sonorous 
v o i c e a he ro ic b a l l a d to m e a n , " M y mas te r is y o u r c a p t i v e 
a n d y o u are sure t o e n d h is l i fe as bes t y o u p lease . B u t m y 
sole request i s t h a t I s h o u l d a lso be k i l l e d w i t h h i m i n the 
same or a n y o the r m a n n e r . S e c o n d l y , I s u b m i t t h a t t h e 
S u l t a n s h o u l d h i m s e l f wi tness a d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f the 
e x c e p t i o n a l s k i l l o f m y mas te r i n the wonde r fu l a r t o f h i t t i n g 
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t h e sound—n\*<i^'^-—in a r c h e r y . T h i s request made the S u l t a n 
•curious abou t t h i s w o n d e r f u l a r t . E v e n t h e n w i t h eve ry 
p r e c a u t i o n the necessary a r rangements fo r the d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
Tvere made . T w e n t y - o n e pans were h u n g i n a r o w . S u l t a n 
IMohammed sat eage r ly w i t h h i s select r e t i nue a n d h i s nob le 
m e n a t a h i g h p lace i n the cour t to wi tness t h e fea t . C h a n d 
B h a t a n d P r i t h v i r a j , the l a s t H i n d u E m p e r o r of D e l h i , were 
m a d e to s i t before the pans i n the w a k e o f a s t rong m i l i t a r y 
g u a r d . T h e n as each p a n was s t r u c k the s t roke r a n g c lear 
a n d l o u d . A s soon as t h e sound r a n g o u t the b l i n d e d 
E m p e r o r P r i t h v i r a j t o o k a n u n m i s t a k a b l e a i m a t the p a n 
concerned a n d h i t the m a r k . A s t h i s f ea t was repea ted w i t h 
excep t iona l a c c u r a c y o f a i m f o r t w e n t y - o n e t imes , the who le 
cour t was t h r i l l e d w i t h w o n d e r a n d a d m i r a t i o n a n d the 
•clapping o f hands wen t o n u n c e a s i n g l y , a n d finally the 
S u l t a n h i m s e l f shou ted a l o u d ' shabas , s h a b a s ' — ' b r a v o , b ryo! ! ' 
A t tha t v e r y m o m e n t the c a p t i v e C h a n d B h a t s i t t i n g near 
P r i t h v i r a j composed a coup le t ( ^ f i ) o n t h e spur o f the 
moment t e l l i n g P r i t h v i r a j to shoot , w i t h o u t w a s t i n g a 
moment , the S u l t a n s i t t i n g a t a p a r t i c u l a r d i s t ance , s h o u t i n g 
'shabas, s h a b a s — B r a v o , b r a v o ' . A t th i s the b l i n d e d E m p e r o r 
P r i t h v i r a j t o o k an a i m i n the d i r e c t i o n o f the S u l t a n s h o u t i n g 
-"shabas, shabas ' a n d k i l l e d h i m w i t h a sharp a r r o w . A t once 
there was an u p r o a r a n d c o n f u s i o n everywhere , b u t before 
t h e gaurds o f the S u l t a n c o u l d f a l l u p o n t h e m w i t h t h e i r 
weapons, P r i t h v i r a j a n d C h a n d B h a t d r e w o u t t h e i r o w n 
swords a n d cut off t h e i r o w n heads ! 

T H E S L A V E D A N A S T Y 

688. S o o n af ter the d e a t h of M o h a m m e d G h o r i , h i s 
s l ave (governor) a d m i n i s t r a t o r i n I n d i a , K u t u b u d d i n , h i m s e l f 
became the S u l t a n and e s t ab l i shed h is i n d e p e n d e n t k i n g d o m 
at D e l h i . K u t u b u d d i n was a T u r k b y b i r t h , bu t as he was 

-a s l ave o f M o h a m m e d G h o r i , h i s d y n a s t y is c a l l e d the S i a v e 
D y n a s t y . 
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T H E F I C T I T I O U S S T O R Y O F K U T U B M I N A R 
689. T h e l egend t h a t he b u i l t the famous K u t u b m i n a ? 

as a m e m o r i a l to h i s v i c t o r y i s a l toge ther fa l se . T h i s p i l l a r 
o f v i c t o r y was b u i l t as V i s h n u s t ambh—the p i l l a r o f V i s h n u — 
b y a c e r t a i n H i n d u empero r , mo? t p r o b a b l y b y S a m u d r a 
G u p t a a n d was ded i ca t ed t o L o r d V i shnu^* . R e c e n t e x c a v a 
t i o n s have d i s cove red a n anc i en t i d o l o f Shree V i s h n u near 
the p i l l a r , w h i c h s u p p o r t s the above a s se r t i on . Thereaf te r 
P r i t h v i r a j C h o u h a n i m p r o v e d i t t o a g rea t ex ten t ; so i n the 
R a j p u t p e r i o d i t was somet imes ca l l ed P r i t h v i s t a m b h ^ ' . T h e 
M u s l i m s h a d g r o w n v e r y m u c h f o n d o f o b l i t e r a t i n g t h e 
names a n d a l l o ther t races o f t h e o l d m o n u m e n t s a n d s t a m 
p i n g t h e m w i t h t h e i r o w n seals whereve r t hey went on w i t h 
t h e i r exped i t i ons . H e n c e i n I n d i a , t o o , t h e y changed the o l d 
o r i g i n a l names o f the c a p i t a l s t h e y conquered , the h o l y placep^ 
o f p i l g r i m a g e , the i m p o r t a n t s i tes , w o r k s o f a r t a n d gave 
t h e m a l l t h e i r M u s l i m names . A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s m i s c h i e v o u s 
h a b i t K u t u b u d d i n n a m e d t h i s v e r y m o n u m e n t o f V i s h n u -
s t a m b h K u t u b m i n a r . A t m a n y places o n t h a t p i l l a r he got 
the h y m n s a n d aphor i sms f rom t h e K o r a n e n g r a v e d i n 
A r a b i c , a n d a d d e d some new features t o the p i l l a r here a n d 
there . B u t the b l o c k s o f stones t h a t were r e q u i r e d for t h i s 
purpose were i n t e n t i o n a l l y p rocu red f r o m t h e d e m o l i s h e d 
H i n d u temples a n d the i d o l s t h e r e i n . 

R A I D S O N C H I T O D A N D H I N D U V I C T O R I E S 

690. W h i l e K u t u b u d d i n was c o n q u e r i n g the Punjab , . 
D e l h i , K a n o u j a n d o ther H i n d u states, he was uneasy a b o u t 
the R a j p u t s ta tes . S o o n he l e a r a t o f the d e a t h o f R a n a 
S a m a r s i n g o f C h i t o d and o f the succession o f h is m i n o r son 
K a r n a to the th rone . H e was n o t a f o o l to l e t go th i s fine 
o p p o r t u n i t y to subdue i t . B u t the m o t h e r o f the m i n o r k i n g 
o f C h i t o d , K a r u n d e v i , was v e r y b rave a n d o f grea t a b i l i t i e s . 
T h a t y o u n g mo the r -queen t o o k the l e a d e r s h i p o f the a r m y 
a n d i n s p i r i n g the o the r n e i g h b o u r i n g H i n d u states to fight o n 
her s ide , d e a l t a m e m o r a b l e defeat o n the M u s l i m a r m y i n a 
b a t t l e near A m b a r (Amber o f Amer)^ ' ' . I n o r d e r to a v o i d 
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c o m p l e t e d e s t r u c t i o n , K u t u b u d d i n r e t r ea ted to D e l h i ; L a t e r 
o n w h e n R a h u p succeded K a m a to the t h r o n e o f C h i t o d , 
K u t u b u d d i n ' s a r m y once a g a i n m a r c h e d o n C h i t o d . B u t once 
aga in the R a j p u t s p u t the M u s l i m a r m y to rout '^ . R a n a 
R a h u p p r o v e d to be a v e r y ab le r u l e r . T h e M u s l i m s therefore 
n e v e r t h o u g h t o f i n v a d i n g C h i t o d t i l l h i s d e a t h . 

691 . B u t i t m u s t be r emembered here t h a t even w h i l e 
the M u s l i m s l a u n c h e d repeated a t t a c k s o n the H i n d u states, 
the H i n d u s as a r u l e neve r i n v a d e d them n o r ever p u r s u e d 
t h e fleeing M u s l i m a r m y , n o r a g a i n besieged the M u s l i m 
l o c a l i t i e s l e f t b e h i n d a n d des t royed t h e m or t h e i r Mas j ids* 
I t is because the H i n d u s never thus r e t a l i a t e d the M u s l i m 
aggress ion o w i n g to t h e i r perverse sense o f v i r t u e s , the l a t t e r 
aga in a n d a g a i n p e r p e t r a t e d these cr imes aga ins t the f o r m e r . 

692 . A f t e r K u t u b u d d i n ' s dea th i n A . D . 1210, one o r 
two incapab le S u l t a n s came to the th rone o f D e l h i , b u t as 
t hey were s o o n deposed S u l t a n a R a z i a began to ru le '^ . She 
was w e l l t r a i n e d i n the affairs o f the S ta te b y K u t u b u d d i n 
h imse l f . She a t t e n d e d the cou r t or her a r m y i n the guise 
o f a m a n . L a t e r on she f e l l in love w i t h a t r u s t y s l ave 
o f hers , n a m e d J a l a l u d d i n , who c h i e f l y m a n o e u v r e d t h i n g s i n 
the cou r t a n d began to l i v e o p e n l y w i t h her . T h i s was , 
however , mos t de te s t ab le to the T u r k i s h nob lemen o f he r 
c o u r t , because J a l a l u d d i n was a N e g r o . T h e T u r k s t h o u g h t 
themselves t o be o f h i g h r a n k a n d despised the Negros as l o w 
b r e d . 

69 3. T h i s w i l l m a k e another p o i n t clear , to the reader 
t h a t a l t h o u g h the T u r k s , the M o n g o l s , the A r a b s , the 
P a t h a n s , the N e g r o s ( A b y s s i n i a n s ) a n d others ca l l ed t h e m 
selves M u s l i m s a n d p r o u d l y p r o c l a i m e d the absence o f cas te-
differences a n d e x h i b i t e d i n p l ace a n d ou t o f p lace the 
e q u a l i t y o f s ta tus for a l l i n o rder to be l i t t l e the H i n d u s o n 
t h a t accoun t , t h e y were n o t a l toge ther free f rom those caste-
differences. These d i s t i n c t i o n s were o n the c o n t r a r y fa r too 
p ronounced amongs t t h e m a n d caused a good d e a l o f t r oub l e . 

694. Shor tness o f space compels us to refer the reader 
to a chap te r i n our b o o k , " E s s a y o n A b o l i t i o n o f Castes '* 
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( o f l f g ^ ^ ? fe''?) n a m e d "Sec t s a n d P a c t i o n s A m o n g s t t h e 
Mus l ims"23 . 

695 . I n the end the T u r k i s h nob lemen rose i n r e b e l l i o n 
aga ins t the N e g r o ( A b y s s i n i a n ? ) J a l a l u d d i n a n d S u l t a n a 
R a z i a unde r the l eade r sh ip o f A l t u n i a , the gove rno r o f 
S a r h i u d , a n d defea ted R a z i a i n a b a t t l e , whereupon R a z i a 
cas t her spe l l u p o n the v i c t o r A l t u n i a a n d m a r r i e d h i m . T h e 
n e w l y wedded couple m a r c h e d on D e l h i once aga in b u t were 
defeated a n d k i l l e d b y the nob lemen a n d the a r m y t h e r e . 
A f t e r j cons ide rab le cou r t i n t r igues a n d p lo t s a n d coun te r 
p l o t s a nob leman , n a m e d ' B u l b a n ' u s u r p e d the th rone a n d 
became the S u l t a n o f D e l h i . 

M O N G O L R A I D S — C H E N G E E Z K H A N 

696. D u r i n g the r e ign o f t h i s v e r y s lave d y n a s t y M o n g o l 
r a i d s on I n d i a ' s fa r thes t borders t h r o u g h C e n t r a l A s i a 
were c a u s i n g cons t an t t r oub l e . L i k e w h i r l w i n d s g rea t 
a rmies f r o m M o n g o l i a who h a d n o t so f a r sworn t h e i r 
a l l eg iance to I s l a m w e n t on t r a m p l i n g over , a n d c r u s h i n g , 
a l l the na t i ons a n d coun t r i e s f r o m the P a c i f i c to the B l a c k 
Sea**. T h e i r l eader i n those d a y s was the w o r l d - f a m o u a 
Chengeezkhan , who , t i l l the l a s t m o m e n t o f h i s l i fe , heajaed 
a l l p o s s i b l e i g n o m i n i e s a n d i n s u l t s on the M u s l i m a n d A r a b 
S ta tes a n d the M u s l i m r e l i g i o n . H e deposed a n d k i l l e d the 
K h a l i p h of B a g h d a d , w h o m the M u s l i m s h i g h l y respected as 
the p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l ig ious r ep re sen ta t i ve o f G o d , a n d r a i s e d 
to the g r o u n d the c i t y o f Baghdad*" . Y e t the A l l a h c o u l d 
do a b s o l u t e l y n o t h i n g aga ins t h i m . W i t h h i s p loughsha re o f 
de s t ruc t i on he fu r rowed the v a s t t e r r i t o r y right u p to R u s s i a 
w i t h o u t the leas t o b s t r u c t i o n ; he o v e r t h r e w the k i n g d o m of 
K i e v i n Russ ia*^ , r a v a g e d the w h o l e t r a c t s t r a i g h t up to t h e 
B l a c k Sea w i t h massacre , p l u n d e r , a r s o n a n d annexed i t to-
h is t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l empi re . B u t no power on t h i s vas t e a r t h 
d a r e d r e s t r a i n t h i s d e s t r u c t i v e h a n d of C h e n g e e z k h a n ! O n 
t h e i r w a y b a c k f rom R u s s i a these M o n g o l a rmies were o b v i 
ous ly to d a s h v i o l e n t l y aga ins t I n d i a . B u t q u i t e m y s t e r i o u s 
l y , he went s t r a i g h t off to M o n g o l i a , after first s u b d u i n g t h e 
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M u s l i m k i n g d o m o f G h a z n i a n d qu i t e s u d d e n l y d i e d there i n 
A . D . 1227. L a t e r on t h i s ex tens ive empi re passed i n t o the 
hands o f one o f t h i s M o n g o l r a c e — K u b l a i K h a n . These 
M o n g o l s h a d a l r e a d y r e d u c e d the w h o l e o f C h i n a a n d Korea.^ 
K u b l a i K h a n made the age- long Chinese c a p i t a l o f P e k i n g 
h i s o w n ' " . 

697. One after-effect o f th i s M o n g o l - T u r k i s h struggle-
was t h a t t h e y h a d a m i x e d progeny, w h i c h was c a l l e d M o g h a l 
or M u g h a l . These M o g h a l s f r e q u e n t l y t r i e d t o r u s h i n t o 
I n d i a a n d finally reached D e l h i . Some o f t h e m t o o k to I s l a m , 
b u t the o l d M u s l i m s d i d n o t t r ea t t h e m e q u a l l y ; t h e y c o n s i 
de red t h e m to be l o w - b o r n . These M o g h a l s f ounded i n D e l h i 
a separate c o l o n y o f the i r s n a m e d ' M o g h a l p u r a ' " . S o m e 
others o f t h e m wen t to the R a j p u t s fo r she l te r because t h e 
o ld M u s l i m s scoffed a t t h e m . E s p e c i a l l y some t w o t h o u s a n d 
o f t h e m sought e m p l o y m e n t i n the a r m y o f the v a l i a n t 
H i n d u k i n g o f R a t a n b h o r . 

698. S u l t a n B u l b a n of the S l a v e D y n a s t y was i n a sense 
the mos t p o w e r f u l and able ; he ca l l ed h i m s e l f the t rue repre 
sen ta t ive o f A l l a h . B u t as regards h i s h a t r e d t o w a r d s t h e 
H i n d u s he surpassed e v e r y b o d y f r o m the emperor to t h e 
meanes t o f servants^®. H e i m p o s e d v a r i o u s h e a v y taxes o n 
the H i n d u s , forbade t h e i r p i l g r images to the h o l y places w h i l e 
t h e i r fo rc ib l e convers ions a n d massacres went o n u n c e a s i n g l y 
f r o m v i l l a g e to v i l l a g e . 

699 . B u l b a n d i e d i n o l d age i n A . D . 1286"' . T h e r e 
b e i n g no able person f r o m the S l a v e D y n a s t y to succeed h i m , 
w i t h i n four years a n o b l e m a n f r o m the K h i i j i f a m i l y J a l a l -
l u d d i n , s lew the sons a n d grandsons o f B u l b a n a n d 
p r o c l a i m e d h i m s e l f the S u l t a n o f D e l h i , p u t t i n g a s top to t h e 
S l a v e D y n a s t y for ever , a n d s t a r t i n g h is o w n , 

K H I L J I D Y N T S T Y 

700. T h i s K h i i j i d y n a s t y of J a l a l l u d d i n ca l l ed i t s e l f 
P a t h a n s (Afghans) , i f a t a l l i t was o f T u r k i s h ex t r ac t ions 
J a l a l l u d d i n h i m s e l f was , as the o ther Su l t ans a n d M u s l i m s 
were, fired w i t h the d e v i l i s h a m b i t i o n t o des t roy the H i n d u 
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p o l i t i c a l , as w e l l as re l ig ious , power r o o t a n d b r a n c h . H e 
was jus t , as regards o ther d e p a r t m e n t s o f a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
b u t was p a r t i a l to the M u s l i m s . Seeing the t remendous loss 
o f M u s l i m l i ve s i n the siege o f B a t a n b h o r , he r a i s ed the siege 
a n d d e c a m p e d s a y i n g , " I v a l u e a s ingle h a i r o f a M u s l i m 
more t h a n a h u n d r e d such f o r t s . " B u t t h i s w i s d o m o f h i s was 
so be l a t ed t h a t the cause for t h i s a c t i o n o f h is has t o be 
sought i n the unbea ten v a l o u r o f the R a j p u t s . A f t e r t h i s 
f a i l u r e he neve r a g a i n t r o u b l e d the R a j p u t s . 

701 . T h e o l d J a l a l l u d d i n r e a l l y w a n t e d to en throne h i s 
one a m b i t i o u s , b r a v e , a n d s t a u n c h M u s l i m nephew, A l l a u d d i n 
af ter h i s o w n d e a t h . So he h a d sent h i m w i t h a large a r m y 
t o face the R a j p u t s B u t no t con ten t w i t h t h i s a ss ignment 
w h i c h seemed too meagre for h i s d a r i n g H i n d u - h a t r e d he 
m a r c h e d s t r a i g h t off w i t h o u t the S u l t a n ' s p e r m i s s i o n t o 
conque r the sou the rn H i n d u states a n d rob t h e m o f t h e i r 
r e p o r t e d fabu lous w e a l t h o f w h i c h he h a d l a t e l y g r o w n 
cove tous b e y o n d eve ry l i m i t . T h e first H i n d u s ta te to f a l l a 
v i c t i m to t h i s u n e x p e c t e d a t t a c k o f A l l a u d d i n was t h a t o f the 
Y a d a v a s o f D e v g i r i . 

702. The re is one spec ia l p o i n t to be n o t e d as regards 
t h i s southern conques t o f A l l a u d d i n . T h e H i n d u soc ie ty 
o f the s o u t h h a d , for more or less t w o t h o u s a n d years , f r o m 
the e a r l y beg inn ings o f the m o d e r n h i s t o r y i.e. f r o m 500 or 
600 B . C . to the 13th c e n t u r y A . D . , been en joy ing comple te 
p o l i t i c a l , r e l i g i o u s a n d s o c i a l independence a n d h a d been 
e c o n o m i c a l l y h i g h l y p rosperous . I t h a d never been success
f u l l y i n v a d e d th roughou t these t w o t h o u s a n d years^^. W h o e v e r 
o f the fo re ign invade r s d a r e d to do so, was r u t h l e s s l y c rushed 
o n t h e borders themselves . So th i s i nvas ion o f A l l a u d d i n 
was the first o f i t s k i n d a n d was b o u n d t o be successful , w i t h 
f a r - r each ing h a r m f u l effects. Because o f t h i s s p e c i a l 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y a n d ha rmfu l cha rac te r o f t h i s i n v a s i o n o f 
A l l a u d d i n i t has to be d e a l t w i t h i n a fresh chap te r . 



C H A P T E R X V I 

M U S L I M I N V A S I O N S O N S O U T H I N D I A 

S O U T H I N D I A U P T O T H E B E G I N N I N G S O F T H E 
14TH C E N T U R Y . 

703. R i g h t f r om the beg inn ings o f k n o w n h i s t o r y i.e. 
f r o m abou t 500 or 600 B . C . to the b e g i n n i n g o f the 14 th 
c e n t u r y S o u t h I n d i a never k n e w a n y great fore ign i n v a s i o n 

•either b y l a n d or sea. T h e H i n d u s ta tes there en joyed t h e i r 
p o l i t i c a l l i b e r t y a n d power a l m o s t u n h a m p e r e d a n d u n i m p e -
•ded. O n the c o n t r a r y m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u people a n d a rmies 
o f the K a l i n g s , P a n d y a s , Chers , C h o l s , A n d h r a s , R a s h t r a k u t s , 

' C h a l u k y a s , Y a d a v a s a n d o thers up to D w a r k a h a d v i c t o r i o u s l y 
sp read t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a n d c o m m e r c i a l supremacy , t he i r theo
l o g i c a l a n d sc ient i f ic knowledge , t h e i r a r t a n d scu lp tu re u p t o 
M e x i c o o n the one s ide a n d to c e n t r a l A f r i c a o n the other^. 

704-705. B u t th i s g l o r i o u s ach i evemen t o f the H i n d u 
s tates o f the S o u t h o f m a i n t a i n i n g t h e i r independence for ove r 
t w o t h o u s a n d years has never been so spec i f i ca l ly a n d f o r c i b l y 
s ta ted anywhe re i n h i s t o r y ' ! W e howeve r chal lenge i f a n y 
' coun t ry or s ta te o f such m a g n i t u d e as t h a t o f the con t inen t 
l i k e S o u t h I n d i a n p e n i n s u l a can be f o u n d on the face o f th i s 
e a r t h w h i c h has v a l i a n t l y m a i n t a i n e d i t s independence , 
•power a n d empi re a n d k e p t fo re ign i n v a d e r s e i ther b y l a n d 
•or sea off i t s t e r r i t o r i e s for such a l o n g p e r i o d ! 

706. A n d such a c o u n t r y l i k e I n d i a , more t h a n h a l f o f 
-whose t e r r i t o r y enjoyed s u c h a g lo r ious past , is d e r i d e d b y 
-some ha l f - c r azy j ea lous h i s t o r i ans , f o re ign as w e l l as I n d i a n , 
or b y some H i n d u - h a t e r s l i k e D r . A m b e d k a r o r b y some qui te 
i gno ran t w r i t e r s , so as to say , ' I n d i a n h i s t o r y f rom the 
' beg inn ing is a h i s t o r y o f a s l a v i s h people , s u n k deep i n t o 
fo re ign bondage a n d c o n s t a n t l y t r a m p l e d unde r fo re ign heels . ' 

'The w o r d ' s l a v e r y ' sums up the whole h i s t o r y o f the H i n d u s 
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w h o have been d r a g g i n g o n the p o o r exis tence fo r tens a n d 
socres o f centuries^ ! 

707. A t leas t f r o m n o w onwards eve ry I n d i a n or n o n -
I n d i a n h i s t o r i a n mus t , fo r the love o f t r u t h , m e n t i o n 
spec i f i ca l ly th i s g l o r i o u s p e c u l i a r i t y o f S o u t h I n d i a ! T h e n 
a lone t h e i r w r i t i n g s w o u l d dese rved ly be c a l l e d h i s t o r y ! ! 

T H E C R E D I T D U E T O T H E H I N D U S O F T H E 
N O R T H 

708. O f course, w h i l e s p e a k i n g o f t h i s g l o r i o u s a c h i e v e 
m e n t o f the S o u t h o f I n d i a — o f m a i n t a i n i n g i t s i n d e p e n d e n c e 
a n d vas t empi re ove r such a l o n g p e r i o d — d u e c r ed i t m u s t be-
g i v e n to the H i n d u w a r r i o r s who t e n a c i o u s l y fought for 
more t h a n s ix or seven h u n d r e d years the b l o o d y a n d disas
t rous wars w i t h the A r a b s , P a t h a n s , T u r k s , M o g h a l s , m i l l i o n s 
o f p i l l a g i n g aggressors o f numerous na t ions a n d c o m m u n i t i e s , 
o f a lmos t the w h o l e o f A s i a , a n d h a l t e d t h e i r a l l - sweep ing 
advance there i n the N o r t h for such a l o n g p e r i o d ; a n d to 
those m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u m a r t y r s who gave a w a y t h e i r l i ve s 
for de fend ing t h e i r r e l i g i o n b y l e a p i n g i n t o the h u n g r y flames,, 
i n t o the b o u n d i n g waves o f the flooded r i v e r s o r i n the 
wholesa le man- s l augh te r c a r r i e d o n b y the enemy, b u t never 
fo r sook the i r r e l i g i o n as per t he i r va r i ous beliefs ! T h e H i n d u 
h i s t o r y can never forge t—must never forget—these i m m e a s u r 
able ob l i ga t i ons o f t hose genera t ions o f H i n d u s o f the N o r t h 
over the w h o l e o f the H i n d u n a t i o n — o b l i g a t i o n s w h i c h c a n 
have no r e q u i t a l whatsoever ! 

709 . H o w e v e r w o r l d h i s t o r y i t s e l f t e l l s us t h a t even 
the greatest o f na t i ons , t o o , f a l l v i c t i m s , some t i m e or the 
o ther , even i f after a v e r y l o n g lapse o f t i m e , to some fore ign , 
d o m i n a t i o n . S i m i l a r l y towards the v e r y e n d o f the 13 th 
cen tu ry (in A . D . 1294) t h i s sub -con t inen t o f S o u t h I n d i a 
was overcome w i t h t h i s c a l a m i t y of the fo re ign Mus l im^ 
aggress ion. 

710. B u t i t m u s t be r emembered here t h a t the o n l y : 
n a t i o n i n the t h e n k n o w n w o r l d , w h i c h c o u l d be f a i r l y -
c o m p a r e d w i t h I n d i a as regards i t s ex ten t a n d g rea tnes s—the 
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Chinese n a t i o n — w a s o v e r r u n f rom end to e n d a n d sub juga ted 
b y Chengeezkhan n e a r l y a h u n d r e d years p r i o r to the 14 th 
century*; a n d s imu l t aneous ly w i t h the first i n v a s i o n o f 
S o u t h I n d i a b y A l l a u d d i n — o f w h i c h we are g o i n g to w r i t e 
v e r y s h o r t l y — i t h a d a l r eady become the foo t - s too l o f the 
fo re ign th rone o f the M o n g o l E m p e r o r , K u b l a i K h a n ^ ! B u t 
can a n y profane, abus ive w r i t e r m a k e b o l d to say t h a t t h e 
Chinese n a t i o n has a l l a l o n g been r o t t i n g i n fore ign bondage ? 

M O D E R N H I S T O R Y O F S O U T H I N D I A 

711. T h e r e l e v a n t a n d sufficient p o r t i o n of the anc ien t 
h i s t o r y o f S o u t h I n d i a has a l r e a d y been referred to i n an 
e a r l y p a r t o f th i s b o o k . W e c a n safe ly assume t h a t w i t h the 
d o w n f a l l o f the S h a l i v a h a n d y n a s t y i n A . D . 236 or thereabout 
began the m o d e r n h i s t o r y of S o u t h I n d i a . Thereaf ter the 
g a l l a n t C h a l u k y a E m p e r o r , P u l a k e s h i shone l i k e a l i g h t 
house tower , c o u n t i n g the passage o f t i m e , i n the h i s t o r y o f 
the S o u t h . H e too has been m e n t i o n e d i n the ea r l i e r 
chapters . T o his cour t h a d come the famous Chinese t r a v e l l e r , 
H u e n - t s a n g (or Y u a n Chwan) who has first used the w o r d 
M a h a r a s h t r a to descr ibe P u l a k e s h i ' s k ingdom* . T h a t is the 
first i m p o r t a n t r eco rded use of the w o r d i n h i s t o r y . E m p e r o r 
P u l a k e s h i fe l l fighting w i t h the P a l l a v k i n g , N u r s i n h V a r m a , 
o f the S o u t h i n A . D . 642 a n d h is k i n g d o m was conquered b y 
the P a l l a v a s . B u t ve ry s h o r t l y a f t e rwards i t was reconquered, 
b y h i s son , V i k r a m a d i t y a I , after de fea t ing the P a l l a v a s i n a 
fur ious b a t t l e . 

712 . T o t h i s v e r y C h a l u k y a d y n a s t y be longed V i k r a m a 
d i t y a 11, who l a t e r on i n the 8 t h c e n t u r y A . D . sent a huge 
a r m y to N a v a s a r i a n d defeated the A r a b invade r s there ! 

713. V a r i o u s such H i n d u conquests over the M u s l i m s 
are n o t even m e n t i o n e d i n m o d e r n h i s to r i e s . H i s t o r y o f l a t e 
has become too p a r t i a l a n d v u l g a r . T h e v a r i o u s such i n c i d e n t s 
o f H i n d u s u p r e m a c y a n d super io r craf t , t h a t have been 
m e n t i o n e d hereotfore, can v e r y r a r e l y be f o u n d i n the 
c o n t e m p o r a r y h i s to r i e s w r i t t e n b y M u s l i m w r i t e r s . H e r e a f t e r 
a t l eas t H i n d u w r i t e r s shou ld descr ibe such g l o r i o u s acts o f 
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v a l o u r o f the H i n d u k i n g s a n d w a r r i o r s after carefu l 
research. 

714. T h e above-men t ioned r o y a l d y n a s t y o f the P a l l a v a s 
was one o f the v a l o r o u s a n d p rospe rous ones o f the S o u t h . 
T h e y h a d t h e i r c a p i t a l a t K a n c h i ( K a n j i v a r a m ) f o r some time^ 
A t the e n d o f the n i n t h c e n t u r y A . D . a C h o i k i n g o f S o u t h 
I n d i a i t se l f , n a m e d A d i t y a , o v e r p o w e r e d A p a r a j i t P a l l a v ' 
a n d subdued h i s k i n g d o m for ever . 

T H E R A S H T R A K U T S 

715. A f t e r the C h a l u k y a s the R a s h t r a k u t s h a d es ta 
b l i shed a p r o m i n e n t a n d v e r y p o w e r f u l k i n g d o m b r i n g i n g 
p r a c t i c a l l y the w h o l e o f the S o u t h a n d even the sou the rn 
p a r t o f G u j r a t h under t h e i r s w a y . F o r some t i m e t h e y h a d 
t h e i r c a p i t a l a t M a l k h e d . B y fa r the m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
ach ievement o f the i r s is g e t t i n g the f amous K a i l a s cave 
c a r v e d a t V e r u l ( E l l o r a ) . 

716. A f t e r the l O t h c e n t u r y A . D . there were o n l y t w o 
p r o m i n e n t k i n g d o m s i n the Sou th ; those o f the Cho la s o f 
T a n j a w a r (Tanjore) a n d the P a n d y a s o f M a d u r a . F o r t u n a t e l y 
we have the eye-wi tness a c c o u n t o f the p o l i t i c a l i n d e p e n 
dence o f the S o u t h , t he i r prosperous s tate , a n d t h e i r g a l l a n t r y , 
b y a t h i r d p a r t y , n a m e l y M a r c o P o l o , the ce lebra ted , 
d i s c e r n i n g , l ea rned E u r o p e a n ( I ta l ian) t r a v e l l e r a n d w r i t e r 
w h o h a d spent m a n y yea r s o f h i s l i f e i n the cour t o f 
K u b l a i K h a n i n C h i n a and M'ho on h i s w a y b a c k h a d a t t h i s 
v e r y t i m e s t a y e d for some days a t M a d u r a , the P a n d y a 
cap i ta l^ . H i s t e s t i m o n y as to the H i n d u mas t e ry o f the three 
seas a n d the i r oversea empires , w h i c h we c a n find i n h i s 
book o f t r ave l s , is the mos t i m p o r t a n t . F o r , w h e n he came 
f rom C h i n a to I n d i a he came v i a I n d o - C h i n a a n d v i s i t e d the 
H i n d u states i n S u m a t r a a n d o ther i s l a n d s . A t the t i m e o f 
h is so journ i n S u m a t r a , the i s l a n d was r u l e d b y one H i n d u 
k i n g , Shree V i j a y ' , w h o gave equa l p r o t e c t i o n to the B u d d h i s t s 
a l so . M a r c o P o l o thereaf ter wen t b a c k to V e n i c e , h is p l ace 

•of b i r t h , about the y e a r A . D . 1295. T w o or three o ther 
fo re ign t r ave l l e r s h a d come a n d s t a y e d i n I n d i a at t h a t t i m e , 
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a n d have lef t b e h i n d t h e m some accoun t o f t h e i r t rave ls^ 
w h i c h , a l o n g w i t h t h a t o f M a r c o P o l o , bear i m p o r t a n t a n d 
independen t wi tness t o the fact o f the comple te p o l i t i c a l 
f reedom o f the S o u t h e r n H i n d u states, o f t he i r p o l i t i c a l , 
c o m m e r c i a l a n d r e l i g ious s u p r e m a c y over m a n y o the r na t i ons 
a r o u n d t h e m , o f t h e i r o v e r l o r d s h i p o f the E a s t e r n , W e s t e r n a n d 
S o u t h e r n Seas, o f t he i r p o w e r f u l nav ies a n d m e r c h a n t - m a r i n e 
w h i c h t r a v e r s e d the t ides of the three seas unopposed , a n d 
o f the u n r i v a l l e d t i t l e o f ' T r i s a m u d r e s h w a r ' w h i c h these 

. sou the rn H i n d u k i n g s p r o u d l y t o o k for themselves . 
717. ' T r i s a m u d r e s h w a r ' emperor R a j e n d r a C h o w l d i e d 

i n A . D . 1042 a n d af ter one or t w o p o w e r f u l k i n g s af ter h i m 
the C h o w l d y n a s t y a n d the C h o w l empi re pe r i shed a t the e n d 
o f the 13th c e n t u r y . 

R E L I G I O U S P R E A C H E R S L I K E S H A N K A R A C H A R Y A 
A N D O T H E R S 

718. D u r i n g these yea r s S o u t h I n d i a saw n o t o n l y t h e 
r ise o f r o y a l heroes l i k e R a j e n d r a C h o w l , b u t a l so the g lo r ious 
he ights reached b y r e l ig ious heroes, the fo remos t among t h e m 
b e i n g Shreemat S h a n k a r c h a r y a , de fea t ing the v a r i o u s so 
ca l l ed h e r e t i c a l v iews w h i c h were b e i n g a d v o c a t e d t h r o u g h o u t 
I n d i a aga ins t the V e d i c r e l i g i o n . A t K a l a d i i n K a r a l was 
b o r n t h i s grea t p e r s o n a l i t y of S h a n k a r a c h a r y a i n a N a m b u d r i 
B r a h m i n f a m i l y . B e i n g w e l l ve r sed i n the V e d i c lore a n d 
h a v i n g t a k e n the v o w o f Sanyas (hav ing r e n o u n c e d the 
w o r l d l y life) even before the t ender age o f s ix teen , he began 
to p reach a n d conquer the here t ics i n a l l quarters^". K u m a r i l -
b h a t t a , the w e l l - k n o w n exponen t o f the K a r m a t h e o r y , w h o 
successful ly refuted the B u d d h i s t r e l ig ious o p i n i o n s was a lso 
p r e a c h i n g t h roughou t the four corners o f I n d i a r o u n d about 
th i s t i m e . A n o t h e r preacher D i g g a j a (f^nsi)—(the e lephant 
defending the d i r e c t i o n s ) — M a n d a n m i s h r a i i was a l s o the 
c o n t e m p o r a r y o f th i s y o u n g S h a n k a r a c h a r y a . I n o rde r to 
e s t ab l i sh h i s t h e o r y o f Sig;*s (the non-exis tence o f d u a l i t y 
be tween—the u n i s o n (un i ty ) o f—Jeeva tma and P a r a m a t m a ) 
a n d to ho i s t the v i c t o r i o u s banner of V e d i c r e l i g i o n t h r o u g h -



286 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTOfeV 

o u t the w h o l e o f I n d i a S h a n k a r a c h a r y a went o n sea rch ing 
o u t a n d complietely de fea t ing i n r e l i g ious debates no t o n l y 
the fo l lowers o f the abso lu te t h e o r y o f k a r m a b u t also t h e 
o t h e r n o n - V e d i c bel iefs a n d even the r e n o w n e d leaders of the 
B u d d h i s t r e l i g i o n . F i n a l l y he p a r a d e d the v i c t o r i o u s Vedifc 
banner t h r o u g h o u t I n d i a a n d e s t a b l i s h e d , a u t h o r i t a t i v e 
r e l ig ious i n s t i t u t i o n s o f b is o rder a t f ou r p laces i n the four 
d i r e c t i o n s o f I n d i a : a t S h r i n g e r i i n the s o u t h , a t D w a r k a to 
the west , J a g a n n a t h p u r i i n the eas tern q u a r t e r a n d a t 
K a s h m i r to the fa r thes t n o r t h . These re l ig ious seats ( i n s t i t u 
t i ons ) r ece ived f u l l G o v e r n m e n t s u p p o r t so long as H i n d u 
s ta tes e x i s t e d i n those va r ious places^^. H a v i n g a c c o m p l i s h e d 
t h i s w o n d e r f u l w o r k o f r e l i g i o u s p r o p a g a n d a a n d h a v i n g 
w r i t t e n the (unpara l le led) u n r i v a l l e d book, ' S h a n k a r b h a s h y a ' , 
he en te red the c a v e — t o o k a l i v i n g s amadh i—(ended h is l i f e 
b y r e s t r a i n i n g h is b rea th) . 

T H E P O L I T I C A L A C T I V I T I E S O F T H E S H A I V I T E 
S E C T S L I K E T H E P A S H U P A T A S ' 

719. E v e n before th i s p e r i o d was resusc i t a t ed the 
S h a i v i t e Sect o f the P a s h u p a t a s " , w h i c h be ing m i l i t a n t l i k e 
the S h a k t a s , e x t r e m e l y ha t ed the meek ' s j f f ^ — n o n - v i o l e n c e ' 
— a n d r e n u n c i a t i o n o f the w o r l d l y l i f e o f the B u d d h i s t s a n d 
J a i n s . I t fomen ted a n d fanned to r e d heat , a t least 
i n d i r e c t l y , a m o n g the H i n d u s the t endency to oppose the 
n o n - H i n d u r e l ig ious aggressors a n d a l o v e for w a r . Shree 
L a k u l e s h " was t he i r apos t le , w h o was b o r n i n G u j r a t h a n d 
whose great w o r k a n d influence made the H i n d u s t a k e h i m fo r 
the v e r y i n c a r n a t i o n o f L o r d H a r (Shiv) a n d w h o m even 
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a m e n t i o n s p r o u d l y . 

B E N G A L D U R I N G T H E S E Y E A R S 

720. T i l l 700 to 800 A . D . B e n g a l was r u l e d b y t h e 
P a l k i n g s , the first o f w h o m was k i n g Gopal^^. H e was a 
B u d d h i s t . H e h a d f rom his queen, D e d d a d e v i " , a son , 
n a m e d D h a r m a p a l who r u l e d f r o m 800 to 825 A - D ^ ' . H e too 
was a B u d d h i s t a n d h a d been m a r r i e d to R a n a d e v i the 
d a u g h t e r , o f the R a s h t r a k u t k i n g G o v i n d , who was m o s t 
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famous i n the S o u t h . B y abou t A . D . 1095 the Sen d y n a s t y 
d e s t r o y e d the P a l k i n g s a n d f o u n d e d t h e i r o w n kingdom^*. 
These S e n k i n g s were the K s h a t r i y a s f r o m K a r n a t a k i n the 
s o u t h , who h a d t h e i r s i l en t access to the r o y a l c i rc le pe rhaps 
t h r o u g h the r e t inue o f the above -men t ioned R a s h t r a k u t 
pr incess , Ranadev i^* . W h a t e v e r t h a t i s , as these Sen K i n g s 

-were the s t aunch fo l lowers o f the V e d i c r e l i g i o n , t h e y 
suppressed B u d d h i s m i n B e n g a l a n d v i g o r o u s l y r e v i v e d the 
cas te -sys tem, rendered chao t ic b y i n t e r m i n g l i n g o f different 
wastes d u r i n g the B u d d h i s t p e r i o d , as also the V e d i c lo re a n d 
o ther V e d i c r e l ig ious i n s t i t u t i o n s ' " . T h e b o o k o n S a n s k r i t 
gr;i m m a r , Mugdhaboth, w r i t t e n b y B o p d e v was v e r y p o p u l a r 
i n B e n g a l a t t h i s t i m e . 

T H E C O N T E J V I P O R A R Y H I S T O R Y O F G U J R A T H 

721. T h e famous k i n g K a r n a r a j who b u i l t the ex tens ive 
l a k e o f K r i s h n a s a g a r r u l e d G u j r a t h f r o m A . D . 1063 to 1093. 
T h e o r i g i n a l c a p i t a l o f h i s r o y a l f a m i l y was a t P a t t a n , w h i c h 
h e sh i f t ed l a t e r o n to a new p lace a n d n a m e d i t K a r n a v a t i , 
a n d i t r ema ined the c a p i t a l o f G u j r a t h ever af terwards '^ . ' 

722. B u t l a t e r on w h e n G u j r a t h was overcome b y the 
-Mus l ims , S u l t a n A h m e d s h a h , who persecuted the H i n d u s mos t 
c r u e l l y , changed the h i s t o r i c a l H i n d u name o f K a r n a v a t i 
to A h m e d a b a d i n A . D . 1412, be f i t t i ng the t r a d i t i o n a l M u s l i m 
m a l i g n i t y t o w a r d s the H i n d u s " , a n d added to i t a n e w l y 
b u i l t suburb . A n d the meek a n d submis s ive a t t i t u d e o f the 
H i n d u s o f those t imes has been f o n d l i n g t h a t name ever s ince 
as t h e i r o w n . 

T H E F I R S T I N V A S I O N O F T H E S O U T H B Y T H E 
F O R E I G N E R S A N D N O N - H I N D U S 

723 . S u l t a n J a l a l l u d d i n ' s nephew, A l l a u d d i n , crossed 
the V i n d h y a s w i t h a huge a r m y w i t h o u t any p e r m i s s i o n f r o m 
h i s unc l e a n d a t t a c k e d the sou th o f I n d i a , to l o o t the 
f a b u l o u s w e a l t h o f w h i c h he h a d so l o n g been r e c e i v i n g 
t e m p t i n g repor t s . T h i s i n v a s i o n was so unexpec t ed a n d the 
neg l igence , conce i t a n d na r row-mindedness o f the S o u t h 
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I n d i a n H i n d u K i n g s o f t h a t t i m e were so p r o f o u n d a n d 
c r i m i n a l t h a t pe rhaps i t i s a f t e r h i s k i n g d o m was a c t u a l l y 
a t t a c k e d t h a t the k i n g o f D e v g i r i , M a h a r a j a R a m d e v r a o 
Y a d a v , came to k n o w o f i t , a n d be ing t h o r o u g h l y u n p r e p a r e d 
to face i t was u t t e r l y confused**. 

7 2 3 - A . I s i t n o t r e a l l y s t range t h a t even w h i l e the 
M u s l i m s ta tes were be ing f o u n d e d everywhere i n the n o r t h o f 
I n d i a , w h i l e t h e y h a d been so v e r y c r u e l l y r a v a g i n g the 
H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d H i n d u s ta tes f o r t w o or three cen tur ies , 
w h i l e t housands o f H i n d u t emples were b e i n g c o n t i n u o u s l y 
a n d i n s u l t i n g l y demol i shed , w h i l e K a s h i was a lmos t t u r n e d 
i n t o M e c c a , w h i l e D n y a n d e v , N a m d e v a n d o ther sa in t s a n d 
t h e i r fo l lower s a n d m i l l i o n s o f t r a v e l l i n g H i n d u p i l g r i m s 
were g o i n g r i g h t u p to the P u n j a b to v i s i t the h o l y places a n d 
were r e t u r n i n g aggr i eved a t the s ad p l i g h t o f H i n d u r e l i g i o n 
there, w h i l e the M u s l i m s were o p e n l y swea r ing a n d v o i c i n g 
t h e i r a m b i t i o n to i n v a d e the S o u t h a n d conve r t i t to I s l a m , 
the H i n d u k i n g s o f the S o u t h s h o u l d be so v e r y careless a n d 
neg l igen t t h a t i n s t e a d o f c o l l e c t i n g t h e i r a rmies a n d send ing 
t h e m to the n o r t h t o he lp the R a j p u t s to face the M u s l i m 
aggress ion , R a m d e v r a o ' s forces unde r some o f h i s ch ief ta ins , 
s h o u l d have gone far to the S o u t h , a n d R a m d e v r a o h i m s e l f 
s h o u l d h a v e been w a n d e r i n g m o s t f r i v o l o u s l y w i t h h i s s m a l l 
a r m y h u n t i n g w i l d a n i m a l s a w a y f rom h i s c a p i t a l ? B u t — 

724. L e t a lone R a m d e v r a o ' s s ta te o f D e v g i r i 1 B u t 
d i d n ' t even a s ingle spy f r o m the secret in te l l igence se rv ice 
o f the four or five p r o m i n e n t H i n d u s ta tes i n the sou th go t o 
the n o r t h a n d observe a n d i n f o r m h i s k i n g o r k i n g s a n y t h i n g 
even w h i l e the n o r t h - I n d i a n H i n d u s were so p i t i f u l l y g roan
i n g a n d r e n d i n g the sk ies w i t h t h e i r mi se rab le cries ? B u t ! 

B u t !! 

725 . U n d e r these c i r cums tances i t i s no wonder i f 
R a m d e v r a o was u t t e r l y v a n q u i s h e d . A l l a u d d i n e x t o r t e d f rom 
R a m d e v r a o a huge r ansom, made h i m a m a n d a t o r y p r i n c e 
a n d went off h u r r i e d l y to D e l h i because o f some p o l i t i c a l 
u r g e n c y . I t was r e a l l y f o r t u n a t e tha t , a c c o r d i n g to the 
M u s l i m c u s t o m , the who le s ta te o f R a m d e v r a o was n o t 
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i m m e d i a t e l y t u r n e d M u s l i m . 

726. E o r , A l l a u d d i n was b u s y w i t h h i s p l ans to d i s p a t c h 
h i s unc l e , J a l a l l u d d i n , as soon as he r eached D e l h i a n d t o 
u s u r p the t h r o n e . A c c o r d i n g l y he h a t c h e d up a b i g c o n s p i 
r a c y a n d h a d J a l a l l u d d i n k i l l e d a n d h i m s e l f became the S u l t a n 
i n A . D . 129624. 

727. I m m e d i a t e l y after he became the S u l t a n he i n v a d e d 
G u j r a t h i n A . D . 1298, a n d o v e r c o m i n g the H i n d u k i n g the re 
conque red the c a p i t a l o f A n h i l w a d . I n the confus ion o f t h e 
b a t t l e the b e a u t i f u l H i n d u queen, K a m a l d e v i , was c a p t u r e d 
w h i l e she was t r y i n g to escape, b u t the defea ted H i n d u k i n g 
c o u l d s l i p a w a y w i t h h i s daugh t e r , D e v a l d e v i . A l l a u d d i n 
thence m a r c h e d s t r a i g h t i n t o S o u r a s h t r a , a g a i n d e m o l i s h e d t h e 
n e w l y b u i l t m a g n i f i c e n t t e m p l e o f S o r t i S o m n a t h a n d t o o k 
a w a y the i d o l t h e r e i n to D e l h i a n d used i t as a s t e p p i n g s tone 
f o r h i s t h r o n e o n l y to a d d i n s u l t to the H i n d u s ' i n j u r y ' ^ ! . 

728 . O n r e a c h i n g D e l h i he m a r r i e d R a n i K a m a l d e v i p e r 
haps w i t h her own consent . T h a t h a r l o t o f a w o m a n was n o t 
sa t i s f ied w i t h mere c o h a b i t a t i o n w i t h A l l a u d d i n , b u t r eques ted 
the M u s l i m ch ief ta ins m a r c h i n g on the sou th to search o u t 
a n d cap tu re her y o u n g , p r e t t y daugh t e r , P r i n c e s s D e v a l d e v i , 
a n d b r i n g her to D e l h i i n t o M u s l i m c a p t i v i t y . 

729 . A t t h i s t i m e o f A l l a u d d i n ' s i n v a s i o n o f G u j r a t h 
there was a m o s t handsome, smar t , a n d y o u n g l a d w o r k i n g 
as a s l ave w i t h a w e a l t h y b a n k e r . H i m A l l a u d d i n a s k e d f o r 
as l u s t f u l l y as i f he w o u l d a g i r l i n mar r i age . B u t as the 
b a n k e r refused to p a r t w i t h t h e y o u n g s lave , the S u l t a n 
a n g r i l y se ized the l a d a n d c a r r i e d h i m a w a y f o r c i b l y ' * . I n 
those days the M u s l i m s h a d i n h e r i t e d the v i c e o f s o d o m y — 
an u n n a t u r a l f o r m o f s e x u a l in te rcourse w i t h f a i r - l o o k i n g 
boys i n s t e a d o f w i t h g i r l s — f r o m t h e A r a b s " , w h i c h became 
a n accepted c u s t o m i n the M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y as a w h o l e , 
be ing neve r cons ide red to be i r r e l i g i o u s ! A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s 
genera l p r a c t i c e A l l a u d d i n t oo h a d such u n n a t u r a l s e x u a l 
r e l a t ions w i t h t h i s y o u n g handsome s l a v e " . B u t t h a t s m a r t 
s l ave t u r n e d o u t such a n expe r t s w o r d s m a n a n d p o l i t i c i a n 
t h a t he a c t u a l l y began t o l e a d the a rmies o n the ba t t l e - f i e lds 
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h i m s e l f w i t h as m u c h a b i l i t y and s k i l l as A l l a u d d i n h imse l f . 
T h e a g i n g A l l a u d d i n began to c a l l the s l ave M a l i q - K a f u r . 

• L a t e r s t i l l he began to r u n the w h o l e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the 
•empire w i t h the l a t t e r ' s advice**. 

T H E S E C O N D M U S L I M C A M P A I G N O N R A T A N B H O R 

730. I t has a l r e a d y been t o l d t h a t J a l a l l u d i n was defea ted 
b y the H i n d u s o f R a t a n b h o r . I n o r d e r to avenge t h a t defeat 
A l l a u d d i n marched a g a i n for the second t i m e on the fo r t o f 
R a t a n b h o r i n A . D . 1301'" . E v e n then R a n a H a m e e r o f R a t a n 
bho r fought to the l a s t a n d l a i d d o w n his l i fe a l o n g w i t h 
t housands o f h i s so ld ie r s i n t h a t fu r ious ba t t l e ; a n d on seeing 
t h e f a l l o f the R a j p u t w a r r i o r s hundreds o f R a j p u t l ad ies 
i n c l u d i n g H a m e e r ' s queen, s t a n d i n g on the r ampar t s o f the 
fo r t , ' ^ l e p t i n t o the b l a z i n g fire a c c o r d i n g to a p re - se t t l ed 
p l a n , a n d b u r n e d themselves to d e a t h . H o w of ten have the 
H i n d u w a r r i o r s a n d t h e i r b rave wives done such magni f i cen t 
deeds o f v a l o u r a n d sacr i f iced t he i r l i ves ! T h a t i s the o n l y 
r eason w h y the H i n d u n a t i o n c o u l d s t i l l r e m a i n a l i v e ! 

I N V A S I O N S O F C H I T O D S U B S E Q U E N T 
T O T H E F A L L O F R A T A N B H O R 

731 . T h e mos t b e a u t i f u l d a u g h t e r o f the R a j p u t k i n g 
o f Ceylon**, n a m e d P a d m i n i , was m a r r i e d to R a n a B h e e m s i n g 
o f C h i t o d . A c c o r d i n g to the shameless b u t p r o u d v a u n t o f 
the M u s l i m s i n genera l t h a t to k i d n a p the n o n - M u s l i m 
b e a u t i f u l w o m e n open ly was a M u s l i m ' s r e l i g ious d u t y , 
A l l a u d d i n o p e n l y d e m a n d e d f rom R a n a B h e e m s i n g h i s cha rm
i n g queen, a n d as the R a j p u t s spu rned i t , A l l a u d d i n m a r c h e d 
o n C h i t o d r o u n d abou t A . D . 1302. W h i l e d e s c r i b i n g the 
ba t t l e s a t t h a t t i m e the R a j p u t h i s t o r y t e l l s a s t o r y h o w i n 
o r d e r t o deceive A l l a u d d i n t h e R a j p u t s p r o m i s e d to send 
P a d m i n i to h i m b u t a c t u a l l y sent a r m e d ga l l an t fighters 
d i s g u i s e d as w o m e n i n severa l p a l a n q u i n s a n d successful ly 
execu ted a d a r i n g p l a n o f r e s c u i n g the c a p t u r e d B h e e m s i n g h , 
b u t the p a u c i t y o f space p reven t s us f r o m n a r r a t i n g i t i n 
a n y d e t a i l . F i n d i n g i t i m p o s s i b l e to c rush the R a j p u t m i g h t y 
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v a l o u r even i n t h a t fu r ious b a t t l e , A U a u d d i n h a d to r e t u r n t o 

D e l h i . T h i s i n c i d e n t c l ea r ly shows t h a t R a j p u t s , t o o , c o u l d 

r e s o r t t o c u n n i n g . 

732 . I n o r d e r t o avenge the defeat i n f l i c t ed b y the 

H a j p u t s i n t h i s b a t t l e a n d f o r the sake o f P a d m i n i A U a u d d i n 

once a g a i n i n v a d e d C h i t o d i n A . D . 1303, w h e n once a g a i n 

the b r ave R a j p u t s donned the ' K e s a r i a ' (saffron garments ) 

^ n d faugh t t i l l t he end , s l a y i n g h u n d r e d s o f M u s l i m s , a n d 

•died t o a m a n . See ing the v i c t o r y smi le u p o n the M u s l i m s a.nd 

•fortune d a r k e n u p o n the R a j p u t s , a b o u t t en t h o u s a n d R a j p u t 

•women, i n c l u d i n g R a n i P a d m i n i , l ep t i n t o the b l a z i n g fire 

w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n a t t h e i r breasts '^ . A U a u d d i n conquered 

•Chi tod , o n l y to co l l ec t the ashes o f P a d m i n i ! W h e n the 

H i n d u wa r r i o r s a n d H i n d u w o m e n fought t h e y fought thus ! 

733 . I t mus t be t o l d here t h a t before the o l d A U a u d d i n 

b r e a t h e d his las t , t h i s defeat o f the H i n d u s was avenged 

u n d e r the v e r y nose of A U a u d d i n i n A . D . 1 3 1 3 b y the famous 

R a j p u t , H a m e e r , who conquered C h i t o d , af ter i n f l i c t i n g a 

c r u s h i n g defeat u p o n the M u s l i m s . H e even c a p t u r e d a son o f 

A U a u d d i n a l i v e ' * — b u t he was n o t conver t ed to H i n d u i s m . H e 

s h o u l d have been a t leas t to p a y the enemy i n i t s o w n c o i n ! 

T h i s i s the v e r y same s u i c i d a l gene ros i ty o f the H i n d u s . 

734. I n A . D . 1 3 0 7 t h i s M a l i q K a f u r , A l l a u d d i n ' s f a m e d 

genera l , was sen t b y the S u l t a n to i n v a d e the s o u t h . 

R a m d e v r a o was once a g a i n defeated*^, bu t he made peace 

b y p a y i n g off the a c c u m u l a t e d r ansom. B u t d u r i n g th i s 

t u r m o i l the r u n a w a y P r i n c e s s D e v a l d e v i o f G u j r a t h who 

was m a r r i e d to R a m d e v r a o ' s son S h a n k a r d e v was c a p t u r e d 

-and sent to D e l h i b y M a l i q Kafur^^ . S o o n after i n A . D . 1308 

be i n v a d e d the D e c c a n fo r the t h i r d t i m e a n d defeated i n a 

b l o o d y a c t i o n R a j a P r a t a p d e v o f V a r a n g a P ^ , the he ro ic k i n g 

w h o h a d once v a n q u i s h e d the Muslims^8_ j j ^ j a P r a t a p d e v 

h a d to swear a l l eg iance to the Su l t ana t e a t D e l h i . 

735. F l u s h e d a t t h i s success M a l i q K a f u r marched o n 

t h e t h i r d H i n d u S ta t e i n the D e c c a n a n d defeated the H o y s a l 

k ing** the re l i k e w i s e . K a f u r ' s v i c t o r i o u s s w o r d then subdued 

t h e r e m a i n i n g H i n d u k i n g d o m o f M a d u r a . 
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736. T h u s fo r the first, t i m e d u r i n g the pas t t w o 

tJ^pusand years p r a c t i c a l l y the who le o f the D e c c a n passed 

i n t o fo re ign a n d n o n - H i n d u enemy hands*" ! T h e independence 

a n d p r o s p e r i t y o f the D e c c a n came to a n e n d i n t h i s y e a r ! A t 

the Sou the rn -mos t e n d o f the D e c c a n M a l i q K a f u r b u i l t a fine 

M a s j i d as i f t o commemora t e t h i s M u s l i m conquest o f S o u t h 

I n d i a . B u b the H i n d u r e a c t i o n t o i t was t o p r e c i p i t a t e t h e 

successful H i n d u consp i rac ies aga in s t M u s l i m bondage . 

737. R a m d e v r a o ' s son , S h a n k a r d e v , succeeded h i m t o 

the th rone o f D e v g i r i , a n d soon r e p u d i a t e d the o a t h o f a l l e g i 

a n c e to S u l t a n A U a u d d i n , w h e r e u p o n M a l i q K a f u r swooped 

d o w n o n the D e c c a n once a g a i n . S h a n k a r d e v d i d n o t su r r en 

de r t i l l the l a s t a n d fough t f u r i o u s l y t i l l he was k i l l e d * ^ . 

738. A s A U a u d d i n a n d M a l i q K a f u r s t a m p e d o u t t h e 

H i n d u p o l i t i c a l power f r o m the D e c c a n d u r i n g t h e i r f requen t 

i n v a s i o n s , t hey l i k e w i s e c r u m b l e d t o d u s t the huge a n d 

magni f icen t H i n d u t emples o f the South*^, cu t u p t h e i r 

g o l d e n p innac les a n d i n m a j o r i t y o f the cases b u i l t p a l a t i a l 

M a s j i d s on t h e i r si tes*' ; fo rced t housands o f H i n d u s to be 

converted**. These i n n u m e r a b l e c o n v e r t e d H i n d u s m a d e 

b i g f a r m i n g a n d f e u d a l estates i n t h i s D e c c a n i t se l f . B u t 

H i n d u s , however , d i d n o t massacre these M u s l i m s n o r d i d 

t h e y des t roy t h e m o u t r i g h t as a n d w h e n t h e y s u b d u e d t h e 

M u s l i m power l a t e r on . T h i s i s w h a t we c a l l t he p e r v e r s i o n 

o f the concept o f v i r t u e s ! 

MOST OFTEN THE HINDUS USED THE SAME WAR-
STRATEGY OF THE MUSLIMS, ACCORDING TO 

THE MILITARY SCIENCE OF THE TIME 
739. O n the r e l i g i o u s f ront the H i n d u s were t h u s 

be ing v a n q u i s h e d m o s t l y because o f t h e i r o w n foo l i sh 

r e l i g i o u s concepts a n d t r a d i t i o n s , b u t o n the p o l i t i c a l f r o n t 

t hey were fighting w i t h the M u s l i m s , as t h e y ough t t o h a v e 

done ! E v e n af ter b e i n g c o m p l e t e l y overcome t h e y rose 

aga in a n d a g a i n a n d defea ted the M u s l i m s ! Craf t iness a n d 

c u n n i n g were g e n e r a l l y m a t c h e d w i t h the sanie s t r a t eg i c 

moves b y the H i n d u s ! 
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740 . A U a u d d i n su rpassed eve ry o the r S u l t a n before 

h i m i n c r u e l t y i n the pe r secu t ion o f the H indus*^ , H e w o u l d 

have r eached g rea t e r h e i g h t s i n c r u e l t y i n respect o f h i s 

t r e a t m e n t o f the H i n d u s h a d he n o t been f o r c e d to fight 

o n the o the r f ron t w i t h the M o n g o l s w h o u n c e a s i n g l y h u r l e d 

t h e i r a rmed m i g h t aga ins t the wes te rn borders o f I n d i a a n d 

caused a g rea t t u r m o i l t h r o u g h o u t M o n g o l i a a n d C e n t r a l 

A s i a . A few o f t h e m t o o k t o I s l a m a n d f o r m e d a new M u s l i m 

c o l o n y i n D e l h i i t se l f . A t l a s t the enraged A U a u d d i n cu t off 

the who le o f t h i s new M u s l i m c o l o n y t o a man** ! 

DEATH OF ALLAUDDIN 
741 . A U a u d d i n was the first a n d the l a s t M u s l i m S u l t a n 

t o ru l e ove r p r a c t i c a l l y the w h o l e o f I n d i a w i t h the e x c e p t i o n 

o f some H i n d u stabes l i k e those o f C h i t o d a n d o thers . 

N e i t h e r A k b a r n o r even A u r a n g z e b can t a k e t h a t p lace , as 

t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s neve r e q u a l l e d those o f A U a u d d i n . 

742 . B u t i n h i s o l d age A U a u d d i n was so re ly a f l l i c t ed 

b y h is b o d i l y diseases w h i c h were the ou tcome of h i s p h y s i c a l 

v ices* ' . N a t u r a l l y he became a t o o l i n the h a n d s o f M a l i q 

K a f u r , a n d i n t h a t m i s e r a b l e s ta te t h i s v a l o r o u s bu t H i n d u -

ha t e r S u l t a n d i e d o f d r o p s y i n A . D . 1 3 1 6 o r as i t i s s a i d , 

M a l i q K a f u r k i l l e d h i m or h a d h i m k i l l e d * * . H i s ' A l l a h ' 

c o u l d n o t bless h i m w i t h a h a p p y d e a t h because o f h i s v i r t u e 

o f H i n d u - h a t r e d ! I n a few days M a l i q K a f u r , a one- t ime 

s l ave o f A U a u d d i n , u su rped the whole power o f A U a u d d i n , 

b u t i n t h e p o l i t i c a l chaos t h a t ensued af ter A U a u d d i n he 

was soon k i l l e d * * . I n the t u r b u l e n t days t h a t f o l l o w e d a 

c e r t a i n K h u s h r u k h a n o f e x c e p t i o n a l a b i l i t i e s , w h o h a d 

been s h i n i n g i n the d i p l o m a t i c c i rc les a t D e l h i , rose to the 

h ighes t seat o f p o w e r . F r o m the p o i n t o f v i e w o f the 

H i n d u n a t i o n h i s s t o r y deserves a separate chap te r i n the 

h i s t o r y o f I n d i a . 



C H A P T E R X V I I 

KHUSHRUKHAN AND DEVALDEVI 

743. I f the m i l l i o n s o f s tuden t s w h o are l e a r n i n g 
h i s t o r y i n a l l t h e s ta tes i n the I n d i a n U a i o n t o d a y are 
a s k e d w h a t t h e y k n o w o f K h u s h r u k h a n a un ique unforge t 
t a b l e cha rac te r , w h o was a c c l a i m e d as the S u l t a n of S u l t a n s 
i n the M u s l i m S u l t a n a t e a t D e l h i a n d w h o was w o r t h y o f 
h i g h pra i se f rom t h e p o i n t o f v i e w of the H i n d u s , i t i s more 
l i k e l y t h a n n o t t h a t a t leas t 93 p .e . o f these m i l l i o n s o f 
s tudents w i l l r e p l y w i t h e v i d e n t su rp r i se , " K h u s h r u k h a n ? 
N o , we heaven ' t come across a n y ma jo r reference to s u c h 
a m a n as y o u descr ibe ! " L e t a lone the s tuden t s ! B u t even 
i f y o u were to ask t h e same ques t ion to the teachers i n 
genera], t o the w h o l e e d i t o r i a l s taff o f the newspapers i n I n d i a 
or even to a n y educa ted m a n or w o m a n , at leas t 75 p . c , o f 
t h e m w i l l v e r y p r o b a b l y r e p l y i n the same manner ; " W h o i s 
t h i s K h u s h r u k h a n ? W e have never h e a r d even o f h is name ! " 

744. I t i s for t h i s v e r y reason t h a t we are a t t e m p t i n g 
to g ive a b r i e f s k e t c h o f h i s l i fe a n d w o r k , as fa r as we c a n 
do so w i t h the a v a i l a b l e ev idence . F o r a l t h o u g h he is a 
u n i q u e cha rac t e r i n the m o d e r n I n d i a n h i s t o r y , h i s name h a s 
been o b l i t e r a t e d , as i t were , b y the M u s l i m h i s t o r i a n s a n d 
the i r b l i n d fo re ign a n d I n d i a n , H i n d u fo l lowers , f r o m 
the t e x t - b o o k s o f h i s t o r y used i n schools , for h i s so le 
offence of p u t t i n g the M u s l i m S u l t a n a t e to shame i n o rde r to 
avenge the wrongs a n d i n s u l t s h u r l e d b y t h e m at the H i n d u 
n a t i o n . W h a t e v e r he has been m e n t i o n e d , he has been g i v e n 
the mos t i n s u l t i n g a n d abus ive a t t r i b u t e s l i k e , ' l ow-b red ' , , 
' d e p r a v e d ' , ' a k n a v e ' , ' a h e l l - h o u n d ' b y the M u s l i m wr i te rs^ . 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF KHUSHRUKHAN 
745. W h e n i n the r e ign o f A U a u d d i n , G u j r a t h h a d t o 
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face the first ons l augh t o f the M u s l i m s i n A . D . 1298 a n d the 
g o v e r n i n g a u t h o r i t y o f the H i n d u s was m u c h s h a k e n d o w n , 
i n the c h a o t i c c o n d i t i o n s t h e n j p r e v a i l i n g , a v e r y tender , : 
a t t r a c t i v e b u t v e r y b r i l l i a n t H i n d u y o u t h h a d been c a p t u r e d 
a n d m a d e a s lave b y the M u s l i m n o b l e m e n a n d was offered 
i n t o the se rv ice o f A U a u d d i n ^ , m u c h the same w a y a n d f o r 
the same reason as M a l i q K a f u r was made a s lave . T h i a 
y o u t h was o r i g i n a l l y a H i n d u , be long ing to thCiUntouchable 
caste o f P a r i a o r P a r w a r (sweepers) i n G u j r a t h ' . One or t w o 
M u s l i m wr i t e r s d e n y t h a t he was a P a r i a (sweeper), b u t 
e m p h a t i c a l l y asser t t h a t he was a R a j p u t . A f t e r h a v i n g 
been c a p t u r e d a n d c o n v e r t e d t o I s l a m , he was first c a l l e d 
'Hasan* , W h e n he was t a k e n i n the service o f A U a u d d i n 
a t D e l h i , i n k e e p i n g w i t h the soc i a l v i c e o f the M u s l i m s {viz., 
s o d o m y p a r a g r a p h 729) the greatest nob lemen a n d genera ls 
o f t he cou r t h a d u n n a t u r a l s exua l r e l a t i o n s w i t h h i m , a n d 
so t hey were e x t r e m e l y s o l i c i t o u s about s e r v i n g h is w h i m s .' 
W h e n af ter A l l a u d d i n ' s dea th i n A . D . 1316 M a l i q K a f u r 
became the c h i e f a d m i n i s t r a t o r , he also came to have grea t 
r ega rd for h i s a b i l i t i e s . V e r y soon H a s a n was g i v e n the t i t l e 
o f K h u s h r u k h a n ^ . F o r even i n the days o f A U a u d d i n he was 
b e i n g sent i n d e p e n d e n t l y o n some s m a l l m i l i t a r y e x p e d i t i o n s 
i n charge o f s m a l l t roops . T h a t H a s a n s h o u l d become 
K h u s h r u k h a n a n d t h e n a genera l i n the a r m y so r a p i d l y 
bespeaks o f h is e x c e p t i o n a l qua l i t i e s . B u t more t h a n these 
qua l i t i e s o f h i s l i m i t l e s s love t h a t M u b a r i k , the son o f 
A U a u d d i n , bore t o w a r d s th i s c h a r m i n g y o u n g m a n was 
responsible fo r such a spec tacu la r r i se . So after b o t h A U a u d d i n 
a n d M a l i q K a f u r d i e d o r were d i spa t ched , as the case m a y 
be, M u b a r i k got the S u l t a n a t e o f D e l h i m a i n l y w i t h K h u s h r u -
k h a n ' s ass i s tance , a n d qu i t e n a t u r a l l y a l l the re ins o f the 
gove rnmen t pa s sed eas i ly i n t o the hands o f K h u s h r u k h a n * , 
the dearest , ablest a n d the mos t t r u s t w o r t h y y o u n g n o b l e m a n 
o f M u b a r i k ' s cour t ; a n d y o u n g K h u s h r u k h a n , too , p r o v e d 
w h o l l y efficient i n the d i scharge o f his respons ib le j o b . 
M u b a r i k was v i c i o u s a n d pleasure-seeking b y n a t u r e ' . T h e r e 
fore he cons idered i t a god-sent g i f t to have such an efficient 
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ass i s t an t i n t h e p e r s o n o f K h u s h r u k h a n to r u n the w h o l e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d e s p e c i a l l y a l o y a l execu t ive to manage h i s 

p r i v a t e affairs i n the h a r e m . 

DEVALDEVI 
746. W h e n i n the cour t o f D e l h i the a t t r a c t i v e M a l i q 

K a f u r , who was b o r n a H i n d u b u t c o n v e r t e d b y A U a u d d i n 

t o I s l a m , became l a t e r o n the c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f a n d a n 

as tu te p o l i t i c i a n , p r a c t i c a l l y a t the same t i m e rose i n s t a tus 

a n o t h e r y o u n g , handsome , H i n d u c o n v e r t , K h u s h r u k h a n , 

w h o after the d e a t h o f M a l i q K a f u r , w i e l d e d a l l a u t h o r i t y 

a t the cour t o f D e l h i . I n a s i m i l a r w a y a n d s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 

enough rose a t h i r d figure i n the p o l i t i c a l c i r c l e s a t D e l h i , 

w h o was e q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t , ab le , a n d w h o managed the 

affairs o f the s t a t e o n l y w i t h the t w i t c h o f her eye -b rows , 

a n d her s i d e l o n g g l a n c e s — I m e a n the former H i n d u p r inces s 

o f G u j r a t h a n d the some- t ime wife o f S h a n k a r d e v Y a d a v o f 

D e v g i r i , n a m e l y D e v a l d e v i . 

747. O f these three H i n d u conver t s M a l i q K a f u r seems 

l a t e r o n to have w h o l l y t u r n e d a M u s l i m , e v e n m e n t a l l y , 

c o m p l e t e l y f o r g e t t i n g h i s H i n d u o r i g i n , the H i n d u b l o o d 

r u n n i n g t h r o u g h h i s v e i n s , h i s H i n d u paren tage , le t a lone h i s 

l ove for a l l these ! B u t K h u s h r u k h a n a n d t h i s r o y a l p r incess 

o f G u j r a t h , D e v a l d e v i , seem to have borne i n t h e i r m i n d n o t 

o n l y the m e m o r y , b u t a l o v e , a f a s c i n a t i o n for t h e i r H i n d u 

o r i g i n , t h e i r H i n d u b l o o d , a n d t h e i r essen t ia l H i n d u m a k e - u p ; 

there seems t o be r a n k l i n g i n t h e i r hear ts , i n t e r m i t t e n t l y o r 

c o n t i n u o u s l y the a t r o c i t i e s in f l i c t ed on t h e m b y the M u s U m s . 

I t seemed to b u r s t o u t t h r o u g h the i r a c t i ons . A t l a s t i t is 

because o f t he i r i r r e p r e s s i b l e y e a r n i n g t o avenge the wrongs 

done to t he i r ' H i n d u t w a ' t h a t i n D e l h i i t s e l f b r o k e ou t t h a t 

g rea t conf lagra t ion w h i c h l i k e the w i l d fire o f K h a n d a v fo res t 

o f M a h a b h a r a t r e d u c e d t o ashes the M u s l i m S u l t a n a t e w h i c h 

h a d unde r i t s sway p r a c t i c a l l y the w h o l e o f I n d i a , i f o n l y fo r 

a s h o r t w h i l e ! 

748. I n the v e r y first e x p e d i t i o n o f A U a u d d i n aga ins t 

G u j r a t h , after the G u j r a t h r u l e r ' s defeat h i s c r o w n e d queen 
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K a n a a l d e v i f e l l i n t o the hands o f A l l a . u d d i n w h i l e she was 
-fleeing fo r safety*. B t i t the r u l e r , however , c o u l d effect h i s 
escape a l o n g w i t h h i s p r i n c e l y daugh te r , D e v a l d e v i , a mere 

• c h i l d t h e n . U s e d t o aU sor ts o f r o y a l comfo r t s a n d pleasures 
t i l l the v e r y p r e v i o u s d a y as she was h o w h a r d a n d unbea r 
able m i g h t t h i s t ende r a n d b e a u t i f u l r o y a l p r incess have 
f o u n d i t t o undergo a l l the c a l a m i t i e s a n d p r i v a t i o n s a n d 

•exer t ions o f w a n d e r i n g for days together t h r o u g h forest 
^ f t e r forest a n d t r y i n g to evade the ever p resen t p o s s i b i l i t y 
o f cap tu re b y the p u r s u i n g M u s l i m s m i g h t e a s i l y be 
i m a g i n e d . I n t h a t t e n d e r age h a t r e d for the M u s l i m s mus t 
have been eng raved d e e p l y on her bosom because o f o t h e r 
people ' s a n d her o w n a c t u a l exper ience . H e r v e r y mo the r , 

I R a n i K a m a l d e v i , h a d become the b e l o v e d queen of S u l t a n 
- A U a u d d i n a t D e l h i , a n d t h a t v e r y m o t h e r o f hers was now 

•out to seize he r a n d m a k e her a M u s l i m ! H o w p a i n f u l m u s t 
t h i s news have been t o her t ender hea r t ! I n o rder to evade 
t h i s t e r r ib l e fate she was m a r r i e d , even a l i t t l e aga ins t her 
fa ther ' s wishes t o R a m d e v r a o ' s son , S h a n k a r d e v , the s t a u n c h 
f o l l o w e r o f H i n d u i s m . B u t her e v i l s t a r d i d n o t leave he r 
•alone the re . I n one o f the i n v a s i o n s o f M a l i q K a f u r aga ins t 
the H i n d u s , she was caugh t a n d c a r r i e d a w a y to D e l h i as a 
c a p t i v e . She m u s t have been s m a r t i n g w i t h p a i n a n d 
h u m i l i a t i o n a h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d t imes i n t h a t m o m e n t o f 

' d e s p a i r ! A t l a s t on r e a c h i n g D e l h i she was fo rced to m a r r y 
K h i j r a k h a n ' , the e ldes t son o f A U a u d d i n . Some w r i t e r s 

v o u c h t h a t D e v a l d e v i a n d K h i j r a k h a n g r e a t l y l o v e d each 
•otheri". B u t t h i s seems to be the flattering w a y o f t h e c o u r t l y 
w r i t e r s . H e r subsequen t course o f a c t i o n makes i t a b u n d a n t l y 

•clear ! B u t t h a t s h r e w d H i n d u pr incess seems to have 
affected he r l o v e for I s l a m a n d for her husband t i l l she got 
the des i r ed o p p o r t u n i t y . 

749. I t becomes c r y s t a l - c l e a r f r o m the l a t t e r p a r t o f 
her l i fe t h a t af ter a l l the a t roc i t i e s a n d pe r secu t ions she was 
c o n s t a n t l y w o r s h i p p i n g the H i n d u g o d . 

760. E v e n af ter b e i n g forced t o m a r r y A l l a u d d i n ' s 
•eldest son , the m e n t a l agonies ot D e v a l d e v i d i d no t cease. 
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F o r , i m m e d i a t l y af ter A l l a u d d i n ' s d e a t h the re w a s a r e v o l u - -

t i o n i n w h i c h A l l a u d d i n ' s s econd son , M u b a r i k , a t t a c k e d a n d 

b l i n d e d h i s b r o t h e r a l o n g w i t h h i s fo l lower s a n d t h e n p u t 

t h e m to d e a t h . I n s t a l l i n g h i m s e l f as the S u l t a n , , he se ized 

h is b ro the r ' s wi fe , D e v a l d e v i , a n d fo rced her to m a r r y h i m " ' 

751 . T h i s a lone seems t o be the c i v i l i z e d a n d p o l i t e ' 

t r a d i t i o n o f the M u s l i m S u l t a n s a n d E m p e r o r s — t o m a r r y 

a g a i n the fa i res t o f queens a n d w i v e s o f the l a t e S u l t a n s o r • 

E m p e r o r s , dead o r p u t t o d e a t h ! 

752 . T h i s w a y d i d the fo rmer H i n d u pr incess , D e v a l d e v i 

r ise to the h ighes t s t a tus o f a S u l t a n a ! H o w e v e r , she 

abhor red M u b a r i k mos t b i t t e r l y ; ye t she h a d perforce to keep • 

m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s w i t h h i m . A l t h o u g h her p rec ious body-

was thus c o n t i n u a l l y def i l ed , she h a d the m o s t f a v o u r i t e 

o p p o r t u n i t y o f her l i fe o w i n g to t h i s mar r i age o f hers w i t h . 

M u b a r i k . 

753. I n g a i n i n g the S u l t a n a t e o f D e l h i M u b a r i k h a d 

m a i n l y to depend on the fo rmer H i n d u s l ave , w h o l a t e r o n . 

was fo rced to become a M u s l i m , a n d w h o now h a d become the -

c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f o f the whole S u l t a n a t e o f D e l h i — n a m e l y 

K h u s h r u k h a n ! M u b a r i k h i m s e l f h a d w i l l i n g l y e n t r u s t e d the 

whole a d m i n i s t r a t i o n to K h u s h r u k h a n for he h a d no t i m e to • 

m i n d o ther t h ings excep t e v e r y sor t o f d e p r a v i t y a n d vice^*. 

F o r ins tance he was e x t r e m e l y f o n d o f d ress ing l i k e a w o m a n , 

go ing to the greatest n o b l e m e n o f the c o u r t w i t h the w h o l e -

b a n d o f d a n c i n g g i r l s , a n d there d a n c i n g h i m s e l f o r h a v i n g 

d a n c i n g a n d m u s i c a l concer ts there^' . So wh i l e th i s l i c e n t i o u s -

M u b a r i k was f u l l y engrossed w i t h his v a r i o u s v ices , h i s -

chief m i n i s t e r o f s tate , K h u s h r u k h a n , who h a d the b u r n i n g 

m e m o r y o f h is fo rmer H i n d u l i f e , a n d h i s present wife b u t 

the fo rmer H i n d u pr incess , D e v a l d e v i , w h o h a d s i m i l a r -

t h o u g h t s a n d tendencies a n d s i m i l a r m i s h a p s i n l i fe as the 

fo rmer—both be ing G u j r a t h i H i n d u s o r i g i n a l l y — h a d the • 

greatest o p p o r t u n i t y o f c o m i n g i n t o c loses t con tac t , o f deve

l o p i n g the s t rongest love- t ies a n d the grea tes t confidence i n 

each other . T h e y c o u l d c a r r y on the d a y - t o - d a y p o l i t i c a l 

i n t r igues a n d p l ans , a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y a n d w i t h i m p u n i t y even i 
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i n the s o l i t u d e o f the i nne rmos t secret chambers o f the* 
S u l t a n ' s p r i v a t e pa lace . 

754 . I t has t o be t a k e n for g r a n t e d f rom the l a t e r 
course o f events t h a t i t is there t h a t t h e y mus t have h a t c h e d 
some i m p o r t a n t c o n s p i r a c y for the benefit o f H i n d u i s m . 

755 . The first proof th&t con t r ibu tes t o t h i s a s se r t ion i&-
t h a t K h u s h r u k h a n a p p o i n t e d h i s fo rmer H i n d u P a r i a o r 
P a r w a r b ro the r to the gove rnor sh ip o f G u j r a t h , h i s n a t i v e 
province^*. 

756. The second very important pointer : K h u s h r u k h a n 
a p p o i n t e d o p e n l y i n D e l h i i t s e l f for h is o w n p r o t e c t i o n 
thousands o f h is fo rmer H i n d u w a r r i o r c o m p a t r i o t s — a t least 
t w e n t y t o t h i r t y t h o u s a n d s t r o n g — i n the M u s l i m army^^. 

757. TAe 7%z>rf P o / n / e r : These manoeuvres o f his were-
h i g h l y resen ted to b y m a n y o f the M u s l i m grandees^ ' . B u t the-
i n n e r m o s t i n t e n t i o n b e h i n d t h e m a l l was k e p t so v e r y secret 
t h a t i t is d o u b t f u l whether i i ; h a d b y t h a t t i m e become so 
c r y s t a l c lear to D e v a l d e v i or even to K h u s h r u k h a n h imse l f , 
l e t a lone the o thers ! F a i n t l y a n d s l o w l y y e t s u r e l y enough 
was t h a t i n t e n t i o n t a k i n g shape i n t h e i r m i n d s . 

758 The Fourth Pointer : K h u s h r u k h a n i n c i t e d the most , 
i n c a p a b l e S u l t a n l i k e M u b a r i k to l e a d an e x p e d i t i o n to t h e 
S o u t h to p u t d o w n i n good t i m e the rebe l l ions of the 
c o n q u e r e d H i n d u s i n the D e c c a n , a n d he h i m s e l f accompanied) 
h i m as s e c o n d - i n - c o m m a n d . T h e H i n d u s were wor s t ed a 
lot^ ' - T h e i r immeasu rab le w e a l t h t a k e n as spoi l s o f war^ 
filled the S u l t a n ' s t r easu ry . M o s t p r o b a b l y i t is d u r i n g this-
e x p e d i t i o n t h a t after the dea th o f S h a n k a r d e v o f D e v g i r i , . 
h i s r e l a t i ve . K i n g H a r p a l d e v , rebe l led a n d founded the 
k i n g d o m o f D e v g i r i once aga in , for w h i c h he was defeated' 
a n d o r d e r e d b y the S u l t a n to be s k i n n e d a l i v e a n d t h e n p u t 
to dea th!* ! A n d for defence o f h is r e l i g i o n the r o y a l H i n d u 
w a r r i o r bore i t b r a v e l y . 

759. The rea f t e r M u b a r i k r e t u r n e d w i t h h is a r m y to-
D e l h i . Because o f these deeds o f v a l o u r o f h is for the s a k e 
o f a M u s l i m S u l t a n a n d the M u s l i m s ta te a n d because o f h i » 
d e v a s t a t i o n o f the H i n d u s , h i s r i v a l M u s l i m grandees, too,. 
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couJd no t breathe a s ingle w o r d aga ins t h i s u n s h a k a b l e f a i t h 

i n the I s l a m i c r e l i g i o n . T h e y c o u l d at the m o s t o n l y w h i s p e r 

t h a t there was danger o f h i s o v e r t h r o w i n g S u l t a n M u b a r i k 

a n d become the S u l t a n h i m s e l f i n h is s t ead . B u t t h a t he w o u l d 

be a M u s l i m S u l t a n a n d none else, the re was n o t the l eas t 

d o u b t . 

760. B u t i f a t t h i s v e r y t i m e t h a t fu ture c o n s p i r a c y o f 

a H i n d u i s t i c r e v o l u t i o n , w h i c h was v e r y s t range a n d u n h e a r d 

o f before, h a d g e r m i n a t e d i n the m i n d s o f K h u s h r u k h a n a n d 

D e v a l d e v i , i t m u s t have been k e p t h i g h l y secret w i t h u t m o s t 

caution^*. 

761. V e r y soon M u b a r i k sent K h u s h r u k h a n to the 

D e c c a n for a n ex t ens ive conques t , b u t he h i m s e l f d i d n o t go 

w i t h h i m . So ( thorough) comple te was h i s f a i t h i n K h u s h r u 

k h a n ! I n th i s e x p e d i t i o n K h u s h r u k h a n s u b d u e d the K i n g 

o f M a l a b a r too , a n d e x a c t e d the re f rom immeasurab le p l u n d e r 

i n the name o f S u l t a n M u b a r i k ^ " ! 

BUT 
762. B u t i n t h i s v e r y c a m p a i g n o f S o u t h I n d i a v a r i o u s 

o p e n or secret H i n d u conspi rac ies aga ins t the M u s l i m e m p i r e 

began to b rew u p f rom v a r i o u s quar te rs o f the S o u t h I n d i a n 

p e n i n s u l a . T h e r o y a l H i n d u fami l i es o f V a r a n g a l a n d 

<3ujrath, the v a l i a n t E a n a H a m e e r , the redeemer of C h i t o d , 

and o ther H i n d u Chiefs , the r e l ig ious leaders a n d p r o p a g a n 

d i s t s i n the v a r i o u s r e l ig ious i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d monas te r ies 

l i k e those o f the S h a n k a r a c h a r y a a n d even the c o m m o n 

peop le were becoming restless a n d a g i t a t e d w i t h a c o m m o n 

a,ntagonism t o the M u s l i m d o m i n a t i o n . A n d a n o n y m o u s 

c o m p l a i n t s b y K h u s h r u k h a n ' s enemies h a d reached the ears 

o f the S u l t a n o f D e l h i to the effect t h a t K h u s h r u k h a n was 

i n some m y s t e r i o u s w a y a n d mos t sec re t ly connec ted w i t h 

t h i s u n i v e r s a l d i scon ten t^ ! ! 

763. So scan ty a n d s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y b i t s o f i n f o r m a 

t i o n are a v a i l a b l e i n the w r i t i n g s o f the c o n t e m p o r a r y 

M u s l i m w r i t e r s abou t t h i s K h u s h r u k h a n , the c o n q u e r o r o f 

M a l a b a r , a n d the who le o f t h e M u s l i m empi re t h a t we have 
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t o cor re la te them i n t o some s o r t o f a cons i s ten t accoun t , o n l y 

as f a r as i t i s poss ib le , f r om the l a t e r happen ings .' Once i n 

the o p e n cou r t o f the S u l t a n at D e l h i there was a r u m o u r 

w h i c h a p p r e h e n d e d t h a t i n s t e a d o f coming b a c k to D e l h i 

amongs t the r i n g o f h i s adversa r ies K h u s h r u k h a n was a b o u t 

to escape to some n e i g h b o u r i n g fo re ign i s l a n d b y sea w i t h 

the i m m e n s e w e a l t h he h a d amassed i n the S o u t h . One 

M u s l i m wri ter^* has gone t o the l e n g t h o f s a y i n g t h a t 

K h u s h r u k h a n was b rough t b a c k t o D e l h i i n fetters ! 

764. W i t h a n e x c e p t i o n a l d a r i n g a n d a b i l l i t y t o cu t off 

the s t r ings o f the net o f i n i m i c a l conspi rac ies w i t h one 

s t r o k e , K h u s h r u k h a n a t once dec l a r ed his i n t e n t i o n to go 

b a c k to D e l h i i n the g r a n d m a n n e r o f the conquero r o f the 

S o u t h w i t h a l l h is a r m y . For, h i s secret a c c o m p l i c e , the 

fo rmer H i n d u p r incess b u t n o w the M u s l i m empress , D e v a l 

d e v i , m u s t have been k e e p i n g h i m pos ted w i t h every d e t a i l 

o f the d a i l y happen ings a t D e l h i ! 

765. P r o m the few E n g l i s h t r ans l a t i ons o f the M u s l i m 

books o f the t i m e w h i c h are n o w a v a i l a b l e even those w h o 

do n o t k n o w e i the r P e r s i a n or A r a b i c can have some i n f o r m 

a t i o n . M o s t o f the M u s l i m w r i t e r s m e n t i o n K h u s h r u k h a n 

w i t h u t m o s t s co rn a n d finish h i m w i t h i n four o r five l i n e s 

o n l y . T h e reason is p l a i n enough. T h e M u s l i m h i s t o r i a n s 

c a n never bear w i t h e q u a n i m i t y K h u s h r u k h a n ' s t a k i n g the 

concei t ou t o f the M u s l i m ru l e a t D e l h i . E v e n these M u s l i m 

h i s t o r i a n s have f o u n d i t a t places i m p r o p e r to d i s t o r t a n d 

garb le u p the t r u t h abou t K h u s h r u k h a n or to suppress i t 

a l toge the r . T h e i r m a n u s c r i p t s , e spec ia l ly the r e c e n t l y 

p u b l i s h e d ones, p r o v e v e r y useful i n t h i s respeet . E v e n the 

accoun t b y the recent H i n d u h i s t o r i an s , w h o based t he i r 

conc lus ions on the above m e n t i o n e d o l d M u s l i m b o o k s , i s to 

t h a t ex ten t useless. T h e H i n d u wr i t e r s have done n o t h i n g 

more t h a n m e r e l y repea t ing the obloquies l i k e ' m e a n - m i n d e d ' , 

' shameless ' , ' d a s t a r d l y ' , h u r l e d at h i m b y the M u s l i m wr i t e r s . 

B u t there are t w o honourab le except ions to t h i s genera l 

t endency : one is t ha t o f the v e t e r a n h i s t o r i a n R i a s a t k a r 

S a r d e s a i a n d the o the r o f Shree Munshi*». These t w o 
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ih is tor ians , however , have g i v e n a c o m p a r a t i v e a c c o u n t o f 

K h u s h r u k h a n a n d D e v a l d e v i , too , a n d have a t t e m p t e d t o 

«,ppraise, t h o u g h v e r y f a i n t l y and c u r s o r i l y , the g rea t r e v o l u 

t i o n t h e y h a d finally effected to e s t ab l i sh a H i n d u e m p i r e . 

B u t t h e i r s i s a ha l f -hea r t ed a t t e m p t w h i c h fears i t s o w n 

conc lus ions a n d w h i c h c o u l d never f u l l y grasp n o r c o u l d 

•expla in the r e a l i m p l i c a t i o n s and na ture o f t h a t unpreced 

en t ed r e v o l u t i o n . A con t empora ry H i n d u w r i t e r , who c o u l d 

e luc ida t e the H i n d u s ide o f t h i s grea t event i s , o b v i o u s l y 

•enough, n o t to be found ! F o r no H i n d u o f the t i m e c o u l d 

have even da red to express h is o w n independen t o p i n i o n s o r 

j u d g m e n t . 

766 . U n d e r these c i rcumstances , i t is o n l y poss ib le t o 

g ive i n the f o r m o f a connected n a r r a t i v e the obv ious conc lu -

'Sions t h a t can be d r a w n f rom w h a t l i t t l e cons is tency can be 

f o u n d i n the d i s c o n n e c t e d repor t s i n the above-mentioned 

•o r ig ina l M u s l i m w r i t i n g s a n d the a c t u a l u n d i s p u t e d ac ts d f 

the l e a d i n g pe r sona l i t i e s l i k e K h u s h r u k h a n , D e v a l d e v i a n d 

•others. 

767 . A s a l r e a d y t o l d above, K h u s h r u k h a n wen t to 

D e l h i w i t h h i s v i c t o r i o u s a r m y a n d the immense spoUs he 

h a d ga the red i n t h e D e c c a n . B u t w h y d i d he go there ? N o t 

•only i n D e l h i bu t even i n the D e c c a n a p o l i t i c a l r u m o u r was 

sec re t ly d i s s e m i n a t e d amongs t the H i n d u p o l i t i c a l c i rc les 

t h a t the H i n d u leaders w h o were o r g a n i z i n g H i n d u r e v o l t s 

i n the sou th aga in s t the M u s l i m s were i n c o l l u s i o n w i t h 

K h u s h r u k h a n abou t some d e e p - l a i d consp i r acy t o d i s r u p t 

the M u s l i m empire**. I n G u j r a t h K h u s h r u k h a n ' s b ro the r 

h i m s e l f was the de fac to ru le r , w h i l e a l l the R a j p u t s were 

i n s p i r e d b y R a n a H a m e e r to o v e r t h r o w the I n d i a - w i d e 

u n i t a r y M u s l i m empi re , the first o f i t s k i n d , a t leas t t i l l t h a t 

•day. A n d mos t wonde r fu l o f a l l was the fact t ha t S u l t a n 

M u b a r i k ' s supreme commande r and ch ie f a d m i n i s t r a t o r , 

- K h u s h r u k h a n h imsel f , w o r k i n g as he was d i r e c t l y under 

S u l t a n a D e v a l d e v i ' s conf iden t i a l orders , was t a k e n i n conf i -

•dence b y the R a j p u t leaders i n respect o f t h i s d a r i n g p l o t to 

•establ ish a H i n d u empi re ! S u c h a rare concurrence o f 
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-oppos ing forces is b o u n d to a s t o u n d h i s t o r y i t s e l f ! S t a n d to 

r ea son i t never can , t i l l a t least some th ing m i r a c u l o u s 

happens . 

768 . B u t s o m e t h i n g o f the k i n d d i d beg in to shape i t s e l f 

a t the t ime . I n the fiery b r a i n s o f S u l t a n a D e v a l d e v i a n d 

- K h u s h r u k h a n there r e a l l y was s ee th ing some such e x t r a o r d i 

n a r i l y magni f icen t a n d b y i t s v e r y na ture a l m o s t a n 

i n c r e d i b l e i d e a o r p l a n w h i c h seemed poss ib le o n l y t o some 

m y s t e r i o u s i n t r i g u e a n d d a r i n g o f a Nurs inh*^ ! 

769 B u t ne i the r t h e i r enemies n o r t h e i r f r iends c o u l d 

brea the i t open ly ! F o r w i t h w h a t m a g i c w a n d was t h i s 

-supreme commander o f M u b a r i k — t h e commander , who h a d 

b r o u g h t a l l the H i n d u s ta tes i n the D e c c a n to meek submis -

•sion before the M u s l i m Sul tan^*—who h a d v e r y r e c e n t l y 

-devasta ted the w e a l t h y H i n d u k i n g d o m o f M a l a b a r a n d ho i s t ed 

there the green M u s l i m flag o f t h e D e l h i Su l t ana te* '—and 

who , above a l l , h a d come to D e l h i to l a y d o w n a l l t h a t 

success , a l l t h a t g l o r y , as a n h u m b l e homage a t the feet o f 

the M u s l i m empe ro r ,—how was he, the sole suppor t e r o f the 

- Ind i a -wide fo re ign a n d n o n - H i n d u empi re ,— he, who , b o r n 

t h o u g h he was as a H i n d u , h a d become conver t ed t o 

l l s l a m — h o w was a m a n of such a s ta tus l i k e l y to t r a n s f o r m 

so s u d d e n l y the who le M u s l i m empi re i n t o a H i n d u one ? 

: N o s t a u n c h M u s l i m c o u l d even dare express i t open ly . K h u 

s h r u k h a n a n d D e v a l d e v i h a d been k e e p i n g up t i l l the l a s t 

rthe pre tence o f t h e i r be ing d i e - h a r d M u s l i m s a n d o f t h e i r 

greatest l o y a l t y to the M u s l i m S u l t a n a n d h i s empire so 

s c r u p u l o u s l y a n d t h o r o u g h l y t h a t even t h e i r d i res t enemies 

w h o h a d d a r k susp ic ions of t h e i r h a v i n g u n d e r g r o u n d connec

t i ons w i t h the H i n d u ru lers feared t h a t were t h e y p e r s o n a l l y 

t o charge K h u s h r u k h a n before the S u l t a n i n D e l h i o r i n the 

•open cour t , the S u l t a n w o u l d p o i n t ou t proofs to the con t 

r a r y a n d o u t w i t t h e m f o r t h w i t h . E v e n the t o p - l e v e l M u s l i m 

-officials f ea red t h i s e v e n t u a l i t y . W h a t e v e r c o m p l a i n t s h a d 

reached the genera l popu lace o f D e l h i o r the ears o f the S u l t a n 

b i m s e l f were so baseless a n d c o m p l e t e l y a n o n y m o u s t h a t 

a iobody c r e d i t t e d t h e m w i t h a n y more v e r a c i t y o r seriousness 
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t h a n t h e y w o u l d do hea rsay r epor t s o r false accusa t ions b y 

some misch ie f -mongers ! 

770. A s soon as h e came to D e l h i S u l t a n M u b a r i k d i d . 

n o t p u t h i m u n d e r h e a v y fet ters a n d cus tody , as h i s M u s l i m -

enemies h a d e x p e c t e d , b u t be ing e x t r e m e l y pleased w i t h the 

immense t r easu re K h u s h r u k h a n h a d l a i d a t h is feet a n d the 

u n l i m i t e d power he h a d g a i n e d for t h e D e l h i S u l t a n a t e , 

M u b a r i k o n the c o n t r a r y confer red upon K h u s h r u k h a n the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , m i l i t a r y , c i v i c a n d a l l o the r r e s i d u a l au tho 

r i t y . A n d i f he h a d p u t a n y b o d y under ar res t i t was the-

grea t M u s l i m n o b l e m e n a n d K h a n k h a n a s of the cou r t who 

were d i s m i s s e d fo r cha rg ing K h u s h r u k h a n un re se rved ly . 

7 7 0 - A . O n the o ther h a n d , i n the regime o f K h u s h r u k h a n 

as the ch ie f a d m i n i s t r a t o r the s t r i c t e s t bans aga ins t the 

H i n d u s i n t r o d u c e d b y A U a u d d i n i n former d a y s were n o w 

b e i n g g r a d u a l l y r e l a x e d ; the e x p l o i t a t i o n o f the H i n d u - M u s l i m , 

farmers a n d the peop le i n genera l a lso was s topped ; the 

H i n d u s , t o o , got m u c h r e l i e f i n m a t t e r s reUgious; the c o m m o n 

d i s c o n t e n t a m o n g s t t h e subjects aga ins t the t y r a n n i c a l r u l e 

o f the emperors was o n the wane . A n d the whole c red i t o f 

t h i s c o m p a r a t i v e l y h a p p y s ta te o f t h i n g s began to go v e r y 

n a t u r a l l y to K h u s h r u k h a n , w h o was the ch ie f o f the i m p e r i a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a t t h a t t i m e . G r a d u a l l y b y S u l t a n the-

c o m m o n people came t o u n d e r s t a n d , n o t the v i c i o u s and . 

g o o d - f o r - n o t h i n g M u b a r i k , bu t h i s a l l i n a l l , v a l i a n t and. 

p o p u l a r a d m i n i s t r a t o r , K h u s h r u k h a n , a n d b e h i n d h i m l o o m e d 

t h e S u l t a n a , D e v a l d e v i , w i t h whose i n t e r n a l a n d open s u p p o r t 

he c o u l d w i e l d th i s a u t h o r i t y . 

771. T h e H i n d u s began to l o o k u p o n K h u s h r u k h a n as 

t h e i r s a v i o u r , even t h o u g h he was s t i l l a M u s l i m , because h e 

h a d set t h e m free to a grea t ex ten t f r o m the vexa t ious taxes-

a n d r e s t r i c t i o n s i m p o s e d on t h e m b y A U a u d d i n a n d the u n 

t o l d h u m i l i a t i o n t h e y h a d to undergo . K h u s h r u k h a n b e g a n 

to be p o p u l a r amongs t the M u s l i m farmers a n d o the r c i t i z e n s 

because o f the reUef t hey go t f r o m h e a v y t a x e s . A n d a b o v e 

e v e r y t h i n g else because o f h i s m i l i t a r y e x p l o i t s w h i c h h a d 

r e sounded t h r o u g h o u t the whole o f I n d i a a n d h i s . s u p e r b 
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ad ro i t ne s s i n s ta te -craf t m a n y o f the h i g h - r a n k i n g M u s l i m 

n o b l e m e n h a d en l i s t ed themselves o n h i s s i de . 

772 . Seeing such a f a v o u r a b l e o p p o r t u n i t y K h u s h r u k h a n 

a n d D e v a l d e v i t h o u g h t the r i g h t momen t h a d come for t h e m 

to p r o c l a i m b o l d l y t he i r g r a n d scheme o f a p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u 

t i o n — f o r one who hes i ta tes to u n d e r t a k e t h i s h a z a r d u n d e r 

f a v o u r a b l e c i rcumstances mus t be a c o w a r d w h o w o u l d 

a c c o m p l i s h no d a r i n g feat ! I t was n o t m e r e l y a coup d ' e t a t 

i n a s m a l l s ta te ; i t was a n i m p e r i a l r e v o l u t i o n , w h i c h sough t 

t o subver t the I n d i a - w i d e , u n i t a r y a n d danger-free M u s l i m 

empi re o f the l a te A U a u d d i n a n d o f the present M u b a r i k a n d 

to e s t a b l i s h i n i t s p lace o v e r n i g h t , m o s t unexpec t ed ly , a 

H i n d u empi re a l l ove r I n d i a . I t was a r e l i g ious r e v o l u t i o n 

i n as m u c h as i t sought to p u l l d o w n the e n t h r o n e d M u s l i m 

r e l i g i o n a n d to s u p p l a n t i t b y the H i n d u V e d i c r e l i g i o n . 

773 . T h a t such a perfect r e v o l u t i o n was m o s t d i f f i c u l t — 

a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e — t o be accompl i shed , even i f H i n d u - M u s l i m 

wars were to be fought c o n t i n u o u s l y fo r five h u n d r e d y e a r s , 

was qu i t e p l a i n f r o m the A r a b i n v a s i o n s o f S i n d h i n the 

seven th c e n t u r y a n d the l a t e r h i s t o r y o f M u s l i m i n v a s i o n s 

t i l l the t i m e o f A U a u d d i n . B u t such a comple te r e v o l u t i o n 

was i n f a c t b rough t about b y the e x c e p t i o n a l gen ius o f K h u 

s h r u k h a n a n d D e v a l d e v i , even i f i t was o n l y for a s h o r t 

w h i l e ! 

774. H a d n o t the M u s l i m S u l t a n a t e conque red the 

H i n d u s c o m p l e t e l y b y h a r d fighting for centur ies toge ther 

a n d t u r n e d t h e i r c o u n t r y w h o l l y M u s l i m ? T h e n i f K h u s h r u 

k h a n was ab le to wrench the i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y f rom t h e 

s ing le S u l t a n a n d i f he were to ascend the th rone o f the D e l h i 

S u l t a n a t e i n the name o f H i n d u i s m , t hen the whole o f the 

empi re w o u l d necessa r i ly be a ' H i n d u ' one, w i t h one s t roke ! 

T h e n the M u s l i m S u l t a n w o u l d necessa r i ly become a H i n d u 

emperor . T h i s feat was as d a r i n g i n p l a n n i n g as i t was easy 

i n execu t i on unde r those c i rcumstances ! I t was qu i t e poss i 

b l e t o o . I t is t h i s m a g i c w a n d t h a t D e v a l d e v i , o r i g i n a l l y a 

H i n d u pr incess , a n d K h u s h r u k h a n , the o r i g i n a l H i n d u Par ia . 

y o u t h , w ie lded w h i c h w o r k e d as a n u n p a r a l l e l l e d m i r a c l e n o t 
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•only i n I n d i a n b u t i n the whole h u m a n h i s t o r y ! 

776. H a v i n g a r r anged eve ry m i n u t e d e t a i l o f the fu ture 

r e v o l u t i o n m o s t secre t ly , K h u s h r u k h a n h u m b l y reques ted 

' S u l t a n M u b a r i k , w h o h a d w i l l i n g l y a l l o w e d h i m s e l f t o be 

•governed c o m p l e t e l y b y the fo rmer : " T h e thousands o f 

S i n d u s o f m y caste w h o m I have s t a t i oned i n D e l h i w a n t to 

be conve r t ed to I s l a m w i t h p r o p e r re l ig ious ceremony; b u t 

t h e y are fighting shy o f d o i n g so o p e n l y i n the c i t y . Some 

•of t h e m are r e a l l y a f r a i d to do so. H e n c e 1 w i s h to b r i n g 

t h e choices t amongs t t h e m i n t o the pa lace t o d a y a n d c o n v e r t 

t h e m i n due course"**. U n d e r t h i s p re t ex t K i u s h r u k h a n 

'brought the hundreds o f h is b r a v e s t H i n d u w a r r i o r s i n D e l h i 

i n t o the pa lace a n d h o u s e d t h e m i n the ba r racks for the i m p e 

r i a l guards**. One d a y i n A . D . 1319, a t the d e a d o f n i g h t 

s u d d e n l y there was a grea t t u r m o i l i n the pa l ace i n the m i d s t 

o f w h i c h S u l t a n M u b a r i k was killed^**. 

776 . B u t m a n y h a d been the t u m u l t s a n d t u r m o i l s 

•causing change o f ru le r s before t h i s . S u l t a n A U a u d d i n h i m 

s e l f was s i m i l a r l y d i s p a t c h e d . S u l t a n M u b a r i k h a d d e a l t 

w i t h M a l i q K a f u r i n t h i s v e r y w a y . T h e c i t y o f D e l h i w h i c h 

was qu i t e used t o such t u r m o i l s began to wh i spe r the nex t 

m o r n i n g : " W h a t t e r r i b l e t h ings happened i n the pa lace 

l a s t n i g h t ? " 

777 . W i t h i n a v e r y s h o r t t i m e o n l y a s ingle p r o c l a m a 

t i o n o f a p o l i t i c a l n a t u r e gave a v i o l e n t shock , as t h a t o f a n 

e a r t h q u a k e , to the w h o l e c a p i t a l a n d b r o u g h t to i t the rude 

r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t the p r e v i o u s n i g h t K h u s h r u k h a n ' s people 

h a d effected at one a n d the same t i m e a n i m p e r i a l a n d r e l i g i 

ous r e v o l u t i o n b y p u t t i n g S u l t a n M u b a r i k to d e a t h , a n d i t 

was i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w e d b y another t h a t K h u s h r u k h a n h a d 

i n s t a l l e d h i m s e l f as a S u l t a n ' ^ ! 

778 . H o w e v e r there was nowhere t o be seen a n y i m m e 

d i a t e , open a n d o rg an i zed o p p o s i t i o n amongs t the people t o 

t h i s unpreceden ted r e v o l u t i o n . T h e fac t t h a t the new S u l t a n 

K h u s h r u k h a n m a r r i e d S u l t a n a Deva ldev i^* , the queen o f 

M u b a r i k , as soon as the l a t t e r was k i l l e d , s t i r r e d the r e v o l u 

t i o n a r y c u r i o s i t y o f the p e o p l e b u t d i d n o t overawe t h e m f 
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J ' o r t h a t was the age-old t r a d i t i o n o f the ea r l i e r S u l t a n s ! 

K u t u b u d d i n ' s w i d o w s were m a r r i e d to the la te r S u l t a n s w h o 

succeeded h i m , w h i l e A l l a u d d i n ' s a n d h is son 's , K h i j r a k h a n ' s 

w i d o w , th i s v e r y D e v a l d e v i , was espoused b y M u b a r i k h i m 

self . Q u i t e cons i s ten t w i t h t h i s t i m e - h o n o u r e d t r a d i t i o n 

•was t h i s ac t o f K h u s h r u k h a n o f m a r r y i n g D e v a l d e v i , the 

w i d o w o f the la te S u l t a n M u b a r i k , w i t h w h o m he b a d 

•established v e r y close contac t s m u c h ea r l i e r a n d who was 

r e a l l y his p a r t n e r a n d pe rhaps a source o f i n s p i r a t i o n ! W h y 

s h o u l d i t n o t t hen seem qu i t e n a t u r a l to e v e r y b o d y i n the 

•state ? 

BUT—! 
779. B u t more s t a r t l i n g t h a n t h i s was another p r o c l a 

m a t i o n made a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y a n d w i t h e v e r y p o l i t i c a l 

f o r m a l i t y b y K h u s h r u k h a n a n d D e v a l d e v i w h i c h s u d d e n l y 

t u r n e d t h i s p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n i n the r o y a l pa lace i n to a 

r e l i g i o u s one o f a un ique nature* ' . E v e r y b o d y i n I n d i a r i g h t 

f r om the K i n g s and N a w a b s to the F a r i a s a n d P a r w a r s , 

M a h a r s a n d M a n g s was t h r i l l e d w i t h a s t range sensa t ion a t 

t h i s un ique p r o c l a m a t i o n ! T h e H i n d u s were t h r i l l e d w i t h 

u n l i m i t e d j o y w h i l e the M u s l i m s were filled w i t h the da rkes t 

apprehens ions . T h e s a i d p ro .c lamat ion m a d e b y S u l t a n 

K h u s h r u k h a n h i m s e l f f r om his th rone o n the 15 th A p r i l , 1320 

m e a n t to s a y : 

780. ' A l t h o u g h t i l l t o d a y I was fo rced to l ead the mos t 

•detestable l i fe o f a conve r t to I s l a m , I a m o r i g i n a l l y a son 

o f a H i n d u . T h e m a i n s p r i n g o f m y l i f e is H i n d u i s m a n d 

t h e b l o o d tha t t h robs i n t o m y ve ins a n d ar ter ies is t h a t o f a 

H i n d u . N o w t h a t I have w o n independen t a n d p o w e r f u l 

s ta tus o f a S u l t a n for m y s e l f I a m hereby b r e a k i n g off the 

shackles o f conve r s ion to a fo re ign r e l i g i o n , a n d I do he reby 

d e c l a r e t ha t I a m a H i n d u ! I h ave now ascended p u b l i c l y 

the th rone of the v a s t a n d en t i re , u n d i v i d e d Ind i a ' a s a H i n d u 

E m p e r o r ! S i m i l a r l y S u l t a n a D e v a l d e v i t i l l v e r y r ecen t ly 

was o r i g i n a l l y a H i n d u daugh te r . H e r husband , the R a j a 

o f D e v g i r i , S h a n k a r d e v Y a d a v , was m o s t b r u t a l l y m u r d e r e d 
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a n d she was t r eache rous ly c a p t u r e d f r o m her fa ther s n e a k i n g 

m i s e r a b l y t h r o u g h dense forests to a v o i d se izure b y the enemy. 

She was b r o u g h t t o D e l h i a n d p u t t o shame a n d i g n o m i n o u s 

d isgrace b y b e i n g fo rced to m a r r y K h i j r a k h a n , i n the first 

p l ace , a n d second ly af ter h is b r u t a l m u r d e r . S u l t a n M u b a r i k 

who was k i l l e d i n the coup d ' e ta t l a s t n i g h t . T h a t D e v a l d e v i 

is m y queen, the empress o f H i n d u s t a n o f t o d a y ! B e i n g 

o r i g i n a l l y H i n d u i n flesh a n d b l o o d a n d a H i n d u r o y a l 

p r incess , she also hereaf ter renounces d i s d a i n f u l l y he r 

shameful conve r s ion to I s l a m a n d hencefor th w i l l l e a d he r l i f e 

s t r i c t l y a c c o r d i n g to H i n d u r e l i g i o n ! M a y t h i s s o l e m n v o w 

o f ours abso lve us b o t h o f ou r fo rmer s i n o f forcefu l 

conve r s ion !' 

781. T o refute or to cha l lenge a p r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h i s 

n a t u r e came fo r th no s t ronger H i n d u , no r even a s i ng l e 

M u s l i m !. 

782. H e n c e , hereaf ter , we are g o i n g to address S u l t a n 

K h u s h r u k h a n as a H i n d u E m p e r o r a n d D e v a l d e v i as a H i n d u 

E m p r e s s ! 

783. T h i s H i n d u E m p e r o r d i d n o t however d i sc lose his 

o r i g i n a l H i n d u name o f his y o u n g years ! M o s t p r o b a b l y he 

h a d no r eco l l ec t i on o f i t whatsoever ; t o d a y i t i s e t e r n a l l y 

l o s t . The i m p e r i a l t i t l e t h a t he a d o p t e d fo r h i m s e l f was 

a lso a M u s l i m one, viz., N a s i r - u d - d i n ! T h e reason fo r t h i s , 

perhaps , was t h a t the who le o f the M u s l i m - w o r l d a n d even 

the m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s w h o were used to M u s l i m t i t l e s fo r 

genera t ions together m i g h t n o t be s canda l i zed i n respect o f 

these m i n o r de t a i l s a l so . N a s i r - u d - d i n , r o u g h l y s p e a k i n g , 

means a sor t o f a defender o f f a i t h or r e l i g i o n ! H e n c e t h i s 

H i n d u E m p e r o r made i t c lear i n t h e s a i d p r o c l a m a t i o n t h a t 

the ' D i n ' o r r e l i g i o n t h a t he was g o i n g to defend was n o t 

I s l a m ! N a t u r a l l y i t m u s t be the H i n d u r e l i g i o n ! I t i s , 

therefore, p r o p e r t h a t h i s name N a s i r - u d - d i n s h o u l d be 

t r a n s l a t e d as the Defender o f H i n d u R e l i g i o n ' — H i n d u 

d h a r m a r a k s h a k ! 
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THE UNPRECEDENTED REVOLUTION ! 
784 . A s soon as t h i s u n h e a r d o f r e v o l u t i o n , t r a n s f o r m 

i n g the I n d i a - w i d e M u s l i m E m p i r e i n t o the H i n d u one 

s u d d e n l y w i t h i n a d a y , was a c c o m p l i s h e d , t h i s H i n d u 

E m p e r o r d i sbu r sed amongs t the thousands o f so ld ie r s o f h is 

caste the immense w e a l t h w h i c h he h a d p i l l a g e d i n h is 

conques t o f M a l a b a r b y v a n q u i s h i n g the H i n d u states a n d 

w h i c h h a d filled the coffers o f the l a t e S u l t a n M u b a r i k , a l ong 

w i t h the u n l i m i t e d w e a l t h a c c u m u l a t e d d u r i n g the regimes 

o f the fo rmer S u l t a n s . S i m i l a r l y he i nc r ea sed the p a y -

scales o f b o t h the H i n d u a n d M u s l i m so ld i e r s . H a v i n g w o n 

over h is s o l d i e r y i n th i s w a y , he i n t r o d u c e d new reforms, 

gave to the farmers and c o m m o n H i n d u - M u s l i m c i t i zens 

f a c i l i t i e s a n d a l l o w e d t h e m concessions w h i c h t h e y were 

never a l l o w e d to en joy b y a n y o f the fo rmer S u l t a n s ! 

L i k e w i s e , he set free t housands o f H i n d u pr i soners w h o were 

i n t e r n e d as a d i v e r s i o n i n r e l i g i o u s pe r secu t ion a n d the 

hundreds o f M u s l i m s w h o were i m p r i s o n e d s i m p l y because 

t h e y were repugnan t to the fo rmer S u l t a n s for one reason or 

a n o t h e r . N o wonde r i f t h i s H i n d u E m p e r o r , D h a r m a r a k s h a k , 

i m m e d i a t e l y became p o p u l a r amongs t the H i n d u s as w e l l as 

t h e M u s l i m s t h roughou t h i s empire^* ' 

785. I t i s needless to say t h a t he a lso abso lved a l l the 

H i n d u s o f a l l the h u m i l i a t i n g bans on t h e i r p i lg r images a n d 

h o l y ba ths . T h e J i z i a t a x was repea led a n d o ther d e g r a d i n g 

c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h h a d been enforced u p o n t h e m b y S u l t a n 

a f te r S u l t a n were a m e l i o r a t e d f o r t h w i t h . W h a t wonde r t h e n 

i f the who le H i n d u w o r l d fe l t a t h r i l l o f j o y a n d f reedom t h a t 

at l o n g l as t t h e y h a d a s a v i o u r ! 

786. E v e n when th i s H i n d u S a m r a t was fighting i n the 

guise o f a c o n v e r t e d M u s l i m , v i c t o r i o u s l y i n the S o u t h a n d 

r e d u c i n g M a l a b a r , he h a d been f o r m u l a t i n g the scheme o f t h e 

fu ture r e v o l u t i o n . So a l l the b i g H i n d u - M u s l i m officers a n d 

generals i n the fighting forces who depended o n h is pa t ronage 

a n d w h o h a d r i s e n m a i n l y because o f h is suppo r t , o f course, 

r ema ined l o y a l to h i m for sa feguard ing cheir o w n selfish 

in t e res t s a n d a lso fo r p r o t e c t i n g themselves f rom the m a l i c e 
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a n d e n m i t y o f the o l d M u s l i m K h a n s , N i z a m s , a n d o ther 

co- re l ig ion i s t s o f theirs*^. F o r as a n a t u r a l consequence o f 

i n t e r m i n g l i n g o f the t w o r e l ig ious c o m m u n i t i e s M u s l i m s 

s e r v i n g i n the a rmies o f m a n y H i n d u Sta tes h a d come t o f o r m 

a h a b i t o f r ende r ing l o y a l se rv ice to t he i r H i n d u mas te rs 1 

T h e p o l i t i c a l service o f a H i n d u K i n g was taboo f o r m e r l y 

w h e n the M u s l i m s first came t o I n d i a , b u t b y t h i s t i m e the 

taboo h a d los t i t s i n t e n s i t y a n d i n i t s s tead such a l o y a l 

service rendered to a H i n d u mas te r came to be cons idered 

qu i t e i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h the M u s l i m r e l ig ious code ! M a n y 

i n c i d e n t s i l l u s t r a t i n g th i s p o i n t have a l r ea dy o c c u r r e d so f a r , 

a n d w i l l occur i n the f o l l o w i n g pages too**. A l t h o u g h accept 

ance o f a n y h igh office u n d e r a H i n d u r u l e r was no m o r e 

cons ide red c o n t r a r y to the M u s l i m re l ig ious l a w , the s t a u n c h 

M o u l a n a s a n d M o u l a v i s , however , l o o k e d u p o n such acts as 

necessary excep t ions a n d bore a secret g rudge i n t h e i r hea r t s 

t h a t t hey were t i m e bombs l a i d under the M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l 

power ! N e v e r f rom the v e r y b e g i n n i n g d i d the H i n d u s 

consider i t c o n t r a r y to t h e i r r e l ig ious code t o fight i n the 

M u s l i m a r m y on the s ide o f the M u s l i m s ! I t was o n l y the 

exchange o f food a n d w o m e n i n mar r i age w i t h the M u s l i m s 

w h i c h endangered the s a n c t i t y o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n ! H o w 

foo l i sh a n d s u i c i d a l to t h i n k so ! 

7 8 6 - A . T h i s H i n d u E m p e r o r d i d n o t res t w i t h the m e r e 

dec l a r a t i on o f h is adherence to H i n d u i s m , b u t he fear less ly 

began to b r i n g i t i n t o a c t i o n i n the presence o f the M u s l i m s . 

I do l s o f H i n d u gods a n d goddesses were i m m e d i a t e l y i n s t a l l e d 

i n the ho l i e s t o f places o f M u s l i m c i v i l i z a t i o n , the D i w a n - i -

a m a n d D i w a n - i - K h a s i n the r o y a l pa laces o f D e l h i . A l l the 

worsh ips and a l l the re l ig ious r i t e s i n r o y a l pa laces began t o 

be pe r fo rmed a c c o r d i n g t o the H i n d u r i t u a l . L o u d cho.nt ing 

o f H i n d u m a n t r a s a n d s i n g i n g o f H i n d u d e v o t i o n a l songs t o o k 

the p lace o f the ' A y a t s ' i n the K o r a n ! T h i s H i n d u E m p e r o r 

h i m s e l f a n d the hundreds amongs t h i s o l d H i n d u b a t t a l i o n s 

w h o h a d r e m a i n e d H i n d u s f rom the b e g i n n i n g a n d who were 

g u a r d i n g the r o y a l pa lace p a i d s c rup luous a t t e n t i o n to the 

p r o t e c t i o n a n d p roper w o r s h i p o f these new i d o l s o f H i n d u G o d s 
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a n d G o d d e s s e s " . T h e en thus i a sm a n d v i g o u r o f the H i n d u 

c i t i zens a n d espec ia l ly o f the H i n d u so ld ie r s i n the c a p i t a l 

k n e w n o bounds ! J u s t as fo rmer ly the aggress ive M u s l i m s 

c o m p l e t e l y d e m o l i s h e d the g o d l y i d o l s i n t h e H i n d u temples-

a n d t u r n e d t h e m i n t o M u s l i m mas j ids i m m e d i a t e l y after t h e y 

conquered a n y H i n d u c a p i t a l , so d i d these c o u n t e r - r e v o l u 

t i o n a r y H i n d u s i n s t a l l new images o f t h e i r G o d s i n eve ry 

m a s j i d as a r e t a l i a t o r y measure , a n d m o s t c e r emon ious ly 

c o n v e r t e d t h e mas j i d s i n t o H i n d u temples a n d filled t h e m 

w i t h l o u d c h a n t i n g of man t r a s . I t is o n l y b y t h i s coun te r 

a t t a c k o f the H i n d u P a r i a s t h a t the f a n a t i c M u s l i m s c o u l d 

ever have h a d a n y i d e a o f t h e pangs o f h u m i l i a t i o n a n d 

g r i e f t h a t m i g h t have r a n k l e d i n the hear ts o f the H i n d u 

c o m m u n i t y w h i c h h a d g r o w n feeble because o f t he i r m a l a d y 

o f r e l ig ious to le rance , when the M u s l i m s p o l l u t e d the H i n d u 

t emples b y cow-s laughte r a n d t u r n e d t h e m i n t o mas j ids . 

787. I t m i g h t be t rue t h a t i n the heat a n d exc i t ement o f 

t h i s u n h e a r d o f a n d unpreceden ted re l ig ious r e v o l u t i o n the 

M u s l i m sc r ip tu res , as some M u s l i m w r i t e r s charge**, m i g h t 

have been exposed to r i d i c u l e or shame. B u t a t least the 

M u s l i m s w h o cons ide red as G a z i s those scoundre ls w h o des

t r o y e d the w h o l e u n i v e r s i t y o f N a l a n d a i n flames a n d sa t 

w a r m i n g themse lves a t t h a t bonfire a n d l aughed sco rn fu l ly 

a n d shameless ly as the v a l u a b l e r e l ig ious books o f the 

H i n d u s were be ing r e d u c e d to ashes, h a d no m o r a l r i g h t 

wha t soeve r to b l a m e t h i s i n c e n d i a r i s m agains t the M u s l i m 

r e l i g i o n ! 

787- A . T h i s H i n d u S a m r a t c o n v e r t e d w i t h t he i r w i l l i n g 

consent the y o u n g wives , daughters a n d nieces o f the ea r l i e r 

S u l t a n s a n d o ther M u s l i m w o m e n to H i n d u i s m a n d m a r r i e d 

t h e m to h i s H i n d u P a r i a followers*^. 

788- 789. B u t more t h a n th i s , t h i s H i n d u D h a r m a r a k s h a k 

d i d no t do ! E v e n the M u s l i m h i s to r i ans do not m e n t i o n a n y 

a t roc i t i e s o r r e l i g ious pe r secu t ion or p l u n d e r as h a v i n g been 

c o m m i t t e d b y t h i s H i n d u E m p e r o r , as the M u s l i m aggressors 

were w o n t t o do after o v e r p o w e r i n g a n y H i n d u S ta t e . A s 

aga ins t the wholesa le f o r c i b l e c o n v e r s i o n o f H i n d u s , the 
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b r u t a l r a v a g i n g o f H i n d u w o m e n , the reckless d e s t r u c t i o n o f 

H i n d u p r o p e r t y a n d temples the M u s l i m h i s t o r i a n s have no 

gr ievous c r ime to a t t r i b u t e ( impute) to th i s H i n d u E m p e r o r ! 

E v e n i f he h a d c o m m i t t e d the v e r y same a t roc i t i e s o n the 

M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y as a revenge aga in s t the M u s l i m d i a b o l i s m 

t o w a r d s the hapless H i n d u s , i t w o u l d have been n o t a w h i t 

d e r o g a t o r y , b u t a l l the more g lo r ious for t h i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

H i n d u E m p e r o r ! T h e n o n - H i n d u aggressors w o u l d have 

t a k e n the f r i gh t o f t h e i r l i ve s as never before, a n d i t w o u l d 

have p r o v e d a de te r ren t t o t h e i r per f id ious a c t i v i t i e s ! W e 

have a l r eady m a d e i t a m p l y c lear t h a t i t i s o n l y fierce r e t a 

l i a t i o n t h a t des t roys a t r o c i t y , r o o t a n d b r a n c h ! 

•/QO. B u t the m a i n reason w h y t h i s Defender o f F a i t h 

( D h a r m a r a k s h a k N a s i r - u d - d i n ) d i d n o t c o m m i t a n y such 

revengefu l a t roc i t i e s on the M u s l i m s m u s t p r o b a b l y be h is 

keen sense o f the s t r eng th a n d weakness o f h is s ide . W e r e 

the w h o l e o f the H i n d u c o m m u n i t y i n the I n d i a n sub -con t i 

nen t a n d the r u l i n g H i n d u k i n g s o f the t i m e to l e n d h i m 

t h e i r i m m e d i a t e a n d a c t i v e s u p p o r t — h a d h i s e x a m p l e i n 

D e l h i o f r e c o n v e r t i n g to H i n d u i s m the c o n v e r t e d M u s l i m s a t 

t h e i r o w n free w i l l , o f t u r n i n g mas j ids i n t o H i n d u t emples 

a n d o f o ther r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t i e s o f h i s , been cop ied i n 

v a r i o u s towns a n d c i t ies o f I n d i a f rom R a j p u t a n a to S o u t h e r n 

c a p i t a l s — a n d h a d the H i n d u s r i s en o p e n l y aga ins t the 

M u s l i m s a n d i f the p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the sxiccess o f H i n d u i s m 

were p u b l i s h e d open ly , t h i s H i n d u E m p e r o r w o u l d have perse

c u t e d the M u s l i m s as were the H i n d u s a c t u a l l y before t h e m 

a n d w o u l d have also l aunched a spec i a l m i l i t a r y offensive 

aga ins t the M u s l i m s a n d w o u l d have m a d e i t i m p o s s i b l e for 

t h e m to l i v e as M u s l i m s ! 

791 . B u t the H i n d u K i n g s a n d H i n d u people i n genera l 

d i d no t o p e n l y s u p p o r t t h i s H i n d u p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n . T h e y 

were , however , i n w a r d l y p r o u d o f i t a n d over joyed at i t . 

T h e y d i d apprec ia te th i s u t t e r h u m i l i a t i o n a n d r u i n a t i o n o f 

the M u s l i m S u l t a n a t e a t the hands o f th i s H i n d u D h a r m a r a k 

shak ' N a s i r - u d - d i n ' . T h e H i n d u k i n g s a n d the H i n d u soc ie ty 

a t large nevertheless re f ra ined f rom a t t e m p t i n g a n y o p e n 
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r e v o l t . T h e one reason w h y the H i n d u S o c i e t y f a i l e d to 

a t t e m p t the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a H i n d u E m p i r e a t t h i s mos t 

o p p o r t u n e momen t , was t h a t the H i n d u s ha rboured serious 

doub t s whe ther th i s u n d r e a m t o f r e v o l u t i o n w o u l d s u c c e e d ! 

I f t h a t r e v o l u t i o n were to f a i l , t h e y feared, the fo l lowers 

w o u l d never escape comple te a n n i h i l a t i o n . So the H i n d u 

c o m m u n i t y o n l y w a i t e d . S e c o n d l y , the en t i re H i n d u soc ie ty 

never a p p r o v e d o f the mass -convers ion o f M u s l i m s to H i n d u 

i s m t h a t was effected i n a n d a r o u n d D e l h i as a s o u n d 

r e l i g ious p r ac t i ce ! T h e H i n d u D h a r m a o f the d a y mean t 

b a n on r econve r s ion , no t r econver s ion ! ' R e l i g i o u s to lerance 

h a d been t h e i r r e l i g i o n because o f t h e i r pe rve r t ed sense o f 

va lues ; t h e i r r e l i g i o n neve r b r o o k e d e i ther the d e m o l i s h i n g 

o f M a s j i d s o r c o n v e r t i n g the M u s l i m s to H i n d u i s m . T h i s sor t 

o f r e a c t i o n a r y measure was cons idered b y the H i n d u s as the 

greates t s i n ! So , who c o u l d have p r e d i c t e d t h a t jhe H i n d u 

soc i e ty i t s e l f w o u l d no t oppose t o o t h a n d n a i l t h i s r e l ig ious 

r e v o l u t i o n ? T h a t p o s s i b i l i t y c o u l d no t be r u l e d ou t a l t o 

ge ther ! M u s l i m o p p o s i t i o n to th i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y change, 

however , i n the i m p e r i a l g o v e r n m e n t a n d r e l i g i o n was qu i t e 

n a t u r a l . 

792. U n d e r these c i rcumstances D h a r m a r a k s h a k ( N a s i r -

ud-d in ) re f ra ined f rom a n y fu r the r a t roc i t i e s o r revenge 

u p o n the M u s l i m s i n D e l h i o r elsewhere i n the empire , cons i 

d e r i n g t h a t h i s r e l i g ious a n d p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n i n D e l n i 

was i n i t s e l f so d a r i n g as to p u t the M u s l i m power to shame 

a n d so he was sat isf ied tha t the H i n d u soc ie ty h a d now 

become s t r o n g enough to r e l i s h a n d diges t such a r e v o l u t i o n ! 

And t h i s was no t a s m a l l ach ievement I T h e n e x t s tep c o u l d 

be deferred be a l a t e r da te ! T h e nex t f avourab le o p p o r t u n i t y 

w o u l d mos t c e r t a i n l y to a v a i l e d of. H e d i d not , therefore, 

t h i n k i t wise to s t r e t ch t h ings too far so as to cause a 

comple te b reak . 

793 . O n the o ther h a n d , as has a l r e a d y been t o l d ( i n 

P a r a g r a p h 784) he a l l o w e d the M u s l i m sold iers a n d peasants 

and c i v i l i a n s e q u a l r i gh t s t o the new fac i l i t i e s a n d e x e m p t i o n 

f rom taxes w h i c h he d i d i n the case of H i n d u s . M o r e o v e r , he 
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k e p t o n s end ing e x t r e m e l y v a l u a b l e presents to those M u s l i m 

officers a n d M u l l a - M o u l a v i s w h o m he suspected to be sec re t ly 

desp i s ing t h i s r e l i g i o u s r e v o l u t i o n o f the H i n d u s a n d t h e 

H i n d u E m p i r e , as often as he sent t h e m to those M u s l i m 

Officers w h o were l o y a l to h i m , a n d w i t h a e x t r e m e l y p o l i t e 

t r ea tmen t k e p t t h e m unde r h i s o b l i g a t i o n . 

794. I t is because o f th i s e x c e p t i o n a l s k i l l o f h i s a t 

d i p l o m a c y t h a t even after the successful r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h i s 

r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n o f H i n d u s , i m m e d i a t e l y o r f o r 

m o n t h s toge ther thereaf ter , there was n o t a s ingle M u s l i m 

r e v o l t — n o r io t s no r b r a w l s — t h r o u g h o u t the l e n g t h a n d 

b r e a d t h o f h i s vas t empi re . H i s whole a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was. 

w o r k i n g as s m o o t h l y as i t d i d i n the d a y s o f the o l d M u s l i m 

S u l t a n s . R e v e n u e s , taxes o r ransoms were co l l ec ted f r o m a l l 

p r o v i n c e s a n d r e m i t t e d to the i m p e r i a l t r e a su ry a t D e l h i 

w i t h o u t a n y defau l t . I n D e l h i i t s e l f greatest o f M u s l i m k n i g h t s 

a n d f e u d a t o r y P r i n c e s , Genera l s a n d Sa rda r s a n d other cou r t 

iers a n d officers a t t e n d e d the i m p e r i a l c o u r t on the orders o f 

t h i s H i n d u D h a r m a r a k s h a k a n d t o o k t h e i r a p p o i n t e d seats . 

O f the grea t M u s l i m n o b l e m e n r e p o r t e d by the h i s to r i ans of 

the t i m e to be a t t e n d i n g the cour t o f th i s H i n d u emperor, . 

N a s i r - u d - d i n , some m a y be m e n t i o n e d here : t hey were A i n -

u l - M u l k M u l t a n i , Y u s u f Saf i , H a t i m K h a n , K a m a l u d d i n Suf i , 

E a r u k - d i d a n - T u g h l a k , M u l g a t i , M o h a m m e d S h a h , B a h a r a m 

A n a y y a , Y u k l a k h i , H o s h a n g , K a p h u r Saheb*". B ecaus e o f 

the presence o f these b i g shots i n the H i n d u cou r t o f N a s i r -

u d - d i n a n d because o f w r i t t e n le t te rs p r o m i s i n g a l l eg iance to 

the e m p e r o r f rom governors , a n d a d m i n i s t r a t o r s a n d M u s l i m 

officers i n the a r m y peace t h r o u g h o u t the whole of I n d i a was 

never b r o k e n for m o n t h s toge ther . 

795. O n the o ther h a n d , the H i n d u k i n g s f rom R a j p u t 

a n a to M a d u r a i d i d no t pro tes t , pe rhaps a c c o r d i n g t o some 

p r e v i o u s secret pac t , aga ins t the r e v o l u t i o n effected b y this-

H i n d u emperor . W h y , a v a i l i n g themselves f u l l y o f t h i s 

m i l i t a r y coup i n D e l h i they began to ru le the H i n d u S t a t e s 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y as before. T h e i r ch ie f f a u l t was t h a t a t t h i s 

greatest a n d ra res t o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s t hey d i d n o t m a k e a. 
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we l l -o rgan i zed effort to p r o c l a i m the independence o f the 

H i n d u s a n d es tab l i sh a u n i t e d s t r o n g cen t ra l i m p e r i a l power 

a t D e l h i . 

796. U n d e r the c i rcumstances the s h r e w d " D h a r m a 

r a k s h a k " (Nas i r -ud-d in ) w e l l k n e w t h a t a l t h o u g h a t first h is 

H i n d u a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was r u n n i n g s m o o t h l y , h i s r e v o l u t i o 

n a r y H i n d u empi re depended on nO o the r t h i n g t h a n h i s 

a r m e d m i g h t . H e , therefore, k e p t the thousands o f h is 

choices t o f H i n d u sold iers s t a t i oned i n the c a p i t a l i n a l l 

r e a d i n e s s ! A t every v i t a l centre o f defence i n h i s empi re he 

d r a f t e d h i s mos t f a i t h f u l H i n d u b a t t a l i o n s a n d also the 

M u s l i m t roops w h i c h h a d sworn l o y a l t y towards h i m . F o r he 

k n e w pe r f ec t ly w e l l t h a t a l t h o u g h the M u s l i m s everywhere i n 

h i s empi re obeyed h i m i m p l i c i t l y a n d swore a l l eg iance t o 

h i m , sooner o r l a t e r some rebe l l ious f a c t i o n amongs t t h e m 

was b o u n d to organize i t s e l f a n d s tage a c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n 

aga ins t h i s p r o - H i n d u a u t h o r i t y ! 

797. W a n t o f space obl iges us to s k i p ove r m a n y in t e r 

v e n i n g events . Suffice i t to s a y t h a t the i m p e r i a l a d m i n i s t r a 

t i o n w h i c h n o b o d y c o u l d have expected to w o r k s m o o t h l y 

even for a d a y , r a n mos t eff ic ient ly , no t for a d a y , nor a 

m o n t h , but for n e a r l y a year , o v e r t h r o w i n g the M u s l i m 

d o m i n a t i o n a n d t u r n i n g the v e r y same M u s l i m ' T a k h t a ' 

( throne) i n t o a ' S i n h a s a n ' o f a H i n d u emperor , a n d r e p l a c i n g 

the green M u s l i m C h a n d w h i c h h a d been flaunting a l m o s t 

ove r the whole o f I n d i a b y the v i c t o r i o u s H i n d u flag. 

M i l l i o n s of M u s l i m s , r i c h or poor , l iege or serf, t h r o u g h o u t 

the w h o l e o f I n d i a , accep ted w i t h o u t a m u r m u r the o v e r l o r d -

sh ip (Sovere ign ty ) o f the H i n d u empi re . F o r a t least a y e a r 

the g rea t M u s l i m governors a n d officers obeyed i m p l i c i t l y 

the orders o f th i s H i n d u emperor a n d made the c o m m o n 

M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y do l i ke -wi se . T h i s i t s e l f was a grea t 

w o n d e r w h i c h glorif ies the H i n d u h i s t o r y o f the t imes . 

798. A n d another e q u a l l y great wonder , w h i c h condemns 

the H i n d u s o f the t i m e , a n d those o f l a t e r t imes also, i s 

t h a t i n the h i s to r i e s w r i t t e n o f the H i n d u people a n d b y the 

H i n d u peop le no major reference, l e t a lone g r a t e f u l reference 
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i s made e i ther to t h i s H i n d u i m p e r i a l a n d r e l i g ious r e v o l u 

t i o n a n d to i t s a rch i t ec t a n d engineer D h a r m a r a k s h a k , (Nas i r -

u d - d i n ) ! W h a t e v e r few words are w r i t t e n abou t h i m are 

f u l l o f censure a n d r i d i c u l e fo r h i m a n d f o r h i s ac ts i n s t r i c t 

pur suance o f the M u s l i m h i s t o r i c a l w r i t i n g s ! 

GHYASUDDIN TUGHLAK 
799. B u t before t h i s y e a r o f amazemen t e lapsed one o r 

t w o t o p - r a n k i n g M u s l i m s v e n t u r e d to h a t c h a consp i r acy t o 

o v e r t h r o w the y o k e of t h i s H i n d u emperor . Secret p r o v o c a t i v e 

pamph le t s were b e i n g c i r c u l a t e d a n d b i g o t e d M o u l a v i s were 

a l r e a d y i n s t i g a t i n g s e d i t i o n secre t ly i n t he i r M a s j i d s , t h a t 

i t was a g rave i n s u l t to the whole M u s l i m - w o r l d t h a t the 

M u s l i m i m p e r i a l t h rone s h o u l d be t u r n e d i n t o a H i n d u one 

a n d t h a t the M u s l i m s s h o u l d be forced to bow d o w n m e e k l y 

before a ' K a f i r ' , a n d finally t h a t i t was h i g h l y essen t i a l fo r 

the M u s l i m s to go o n a c rusade aga ins t the H i n d u sovere

i g n t y i n o rde r to e n d the u t t e r d e g r a d a t i o n o f I s l a m . B a t 

no M u s l i m ' A m i r ' , n o r m i l i t a r y ch i e f no r a n y super io r officer 

offered to l e a d the i n s u r r e c t i o n . U l t i m a t e l y the a d m i n i s t r a t o r 

a n d g o v e r n o r o f the P u n j a b unde r the S u l t a n o f D e l h i , b y 

n a m e G h y a s u d d i n , a s p i r e d t o shou lder t h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . H e 

began s e n d i n g secret emissar ies a n d epis t les to t h a t effect 

t o v a r i o u s h i g h e r M u s l i m a u t h o r i t i e s u n d e r S u l t a n N a s i r - u d -

d i n . G h y a s u d d i n h i m s e l f h a d s w o r n a l leg iance to the S u l t a n 

a n d was a p p o i n t e d m i l i t a r y G o v e r n o r o f the P u n j a b w h i l e 

one of h i s sons was an officer a t D e l h i i t s e l f u n d e r the d i r e c t 

c o n t r o l o f th i s H i n d u i s e d S u l t a n . G h y a s u d d i n c a l l e d t h i s 

son o f h is for a p r i v a t e v i s i t u n d e r some p re t ex t , a n d 

ga thered eve ry sor t o f m i n u t e d e t a i l abou t the s i t u a t i o n i n 

D e l h i i n h i s p r i v a t e i n t e r v i e w w i t h t h a t son . W h e r e u p o n 

he came to k n o w for c e r t a i n t h a t af ter the m u r d e r o f 

A U a u d d i n h is sons a n d r e l a t i v e s were e i the r k i l l e d o r d e p r i v e d 

o f t h e i r eye-s ight a n d thus r e n d e r e d useless. W h e n he was 

thus sa t i s f ied t h a t there was no p r o p e r he i r o f A l l a u d d i n ' s 

for the S u l t a n a t e a t D e l h i , he was a l l the more e la ted to 

dec lare b o l d l y , t h a t as there was no p r o p e r h e i r left f r o m the 
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house o f A l l a u d d i n ' s , i t was o n l y some power fu l M u s l i m w h o 

c o u l d l a y c l a i m to the th rone a t D e l h i . T h a t K a f i r H i n d u 

P a r i a was n o t t o be sufiFered t o t o u c h i t even . T h a t K a f i r h a d 

m a r r i e d a l l the w i d o w s o f a l l the ea r l i e r S u l t a n s a n d the y o u n g 

M u s l i m g i r l s a n d ma idens f rom the r o y a l pa l ace to the P a r i a s 

(Sweepers) w h o m he h a d f o r m e r l y r a i s ed to eminence a n d 

c o n v e r t e d a l l those l ad ies o f the M u s l i m r o y a l f ami l i e s to 

H i n d u i s m . A s no M u s l i m d a r e d to de throne such a s i n fu l 

H i n d u K a f i r , he h i m s e l f was g o i n g to shou lde r t h e 

r e spons ib i l i t y* ! . 

800. F o r the first t i m e these secret l e t t e r s o f h i s were 

t u r n e d d o w n w i t h sp i t e b y t h e t o p M u s l i m oificers, w h i l e 

some others p l a c e d t h e m i n t o the hands o f D h a r m a r a k s h a k 

N a s i r - u d - d i n h imsel f , w h o h a v i n g a l r e a d y apprehended such 

an e v e n t u a l i t y a n d u n d a u n t e d b y i t c l a m l y p r e p a r e d h i m s e l f 

t o c r u s h t h i s r i s i n g o f G h y a s u d d i n i m m e d i a t e l y . G o o d m a n y 

M u s l i m generals who h a d a c n k o w l e d g e d h i m as a S u l t a n , 

en l i s t ed t h e i r forces i n h i s serv ice w h i l e the H i n d u s ec t i on 

o f t h a t i m p e r i a l a r m y was a l w a y s r e a d y to fight a t the cost 

o f t h e i r l i ves u n d e r h is s t a n d a r d . 

801 . A t l a s t d e p e n d i n g chiefly on the M u s l i m b a t t a l i o n s 

w h i c h were e m p l o y e d u n d e r h i s c o m m a n d for the p r o t e c t i o n 

o f the P u n j a b a n d the f ron t i e r s , G h y a s u d d i n d e c i d e d to 

m a r c h u p o n D e l h i . Some H i n d u so ld ie r s , too , were , amongs t 

those a d v a n c i n g M u s l i m forces. N o sooner d i d he hear t h a t 

G h y a s u d d i n was m a r c h i n g t o w a r d s D e l h i t h a n the H i n d u 

e m p e r o r — D h a r m a r a k s h a k N a s i r - u d - d i n h i m s e l f — a t t a c k e d 

h i m w i t h h is w h o l e i m p e r i a l army**. A l o n g w i t h t h i s H i n d u 

E m p e r o r m a r c h e d the great M u s l i m Genera ls , too , w i t h t h e i r 

b a t t a l i o n s t o fight unde r h is c o m m a n d . W h e n the t w o a rmies 

met , on the first d a y the i m p e r i a l a r m y o f S u l t a n N a s i r - u d -

d i n w o n the field, a n d G h y a s u d d i n h a d to re t rea t . B u t the 

l a t t e r d i d no t lose hear t . K n o w i n g t h a t depress ion of hear t 

a t t h i s t i m e m e a n t u t t e r r u i n , a n d t h a t success depended 

chiefly on en terpr i se a n d i n t r e p i d i t y G h y a s u d d i n r ea r r anged 

h i s r anks a n d made r eady f o r another b a t t l e . F o r t u n a t e l y fo r 

G h y a s u d d i n , on tha t v e r y d a y one or t w o M u s l i m ch ie f ta ins 
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i n the Su l t an ' s a rmies consp i red to b e t r a y the H i n d u E m p e r o r 

N a s i r - u d - d i n a n d le t the f o r m e r k n o w o f t h e i r d e c i s i o n m o s t 

sec re t ly . E n c o u r a g e d b y t h i s , G h y a s u d d i n h i m s e l f f e l l u p o n 

the forces o f S u l t a n N a s i r - u d - d i n ( H i n d u S a m r a t , Shree 

D h a r m a r a k s h a k ) . I n the melee t h a t ensued , the b e t r a y a l 

b y the M u s l i m forces b rough t abou t the u t t e r defeat o f S u l t a n 

Nas i r -ud -d in** , So the S u l t a n — S h r e e D h a r m a r a k s h a k — l e f t 

the field a n d s t a r t e d for D e l h i . B u t m a d w i t h v i c t o r y 

G h y a s u d d i n m a r c h e d s t r a igh t t o w a r d s D e l h i , a n d i n t h a t 

ho t p u r s u i t Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k — S u l t a n N a s i r - u d - d i n — f e l l 

he lp less i n the hands o f the enemy**. 

802. W h e n the v i c t o r , G h y a s u d d i n , o rde red the c a p t i v e 

S u l t a n , N a s i r - u d - d i n , to be b r o u g h t before h i m , a n d cha rg 

i n g h i m w i t h the m u r d e r o f M u b a r i k d e c i d e d to sentence h i m 

to dea th J he a sked the cap t i ve the las t ques t ion : " S e t t i n g 

as ide the ques t ion o f p o l i t i c a l exped iency o r the b i d for the 

th rone o f the S u l t a n a n d c o n s i d e r i n g o n l y the p e r s o n a l 

aspect o f t h i s ac t o f you r s , w h a t pe r sona l w r o n g d i d M u b a r i k 

do to y o u , t h a t y o u m i g h t seek to avenge i t b y h i s d e a t h ? " 

T o th i s the cap t i ve N a s i r - u d - d i n ( K h u s h r u k h a n ) r e p l i e d to 

t h i s effect : " O f course ! H e was g u i l t y o f a such pe r sona l 

w r o n g to me ! F o r the mos t he inous c r ime o f i n f l i c t i n g 

h o m o s e x u a l a n d o the r unbea rab le a t roc i t i e s t h a t t h i s m e a n 

a n d v i c i o u s M u b a r i k h a d p e r p e t r a t e d on m y b o d y ever 

s ince m y t ender age a n d for the h u m i l i a t i o n t h a t he h a d 

heaped u p o n m y l i f e . I h a d l o n g r o w e d mos t so l emn ly 

t h a t a t the ear l ies t o p p o r t u n i t y I w o u l d avenge a l l those 

pe r sona l wrongs u p o n tha t v i l l a i n w i t h murder*^ ! 

803 . T h e r e u p o n G h y a s u d d i n d i s p a t c h e d h i m i n s t a n t a 

neous ly . 

804. T h a t was the t r a g i c e n d o f Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k 

( N a s i r - u d - d i n ) . B u t the l a s t o f the a c c r e d i t e d H i n d u 

E m p e r o r o f D e l h i , the v a l i a n t P r i t h v i r a j C h o u h a n , was a lso 

e q u a l l y t r a g i c a l l y m u r d e r e d b y the M u s l i m s after h i s u t t e r 

rou t i n the l a s t b a t t l e I 

805. A n d the daun t l e s s Shree G u r u B a n d a o f the 

Pan j ab ! A f t e r i n f l i c t i n g severa l c r u s h i n g defeats u p o n the 



5 T H GLORIOUS EPOCH 319 

M u s l i m s , w h e n a t l a s t he f e l l i n t o t h e hands o f the M u s l i m 

m o n a r c h , w a s he n o t l o c k e d u p i n a cage l i k e a w i l d beast ? 

D i d n ' t r ed-ho t i r o n p i k e s a n d p incers pierce h is b o d y a n d p u l l 

ou t la rge p ieces o f h i s flesh a n d was he no t a f te r so m u c h 

t o r t u r e p u t to c rue l dea th b y the M u s l i m s ? 

806 . B u t is a n y t h o r o u g h - b r e d H i n d u l i k e l y t o forget 

the g r a t i t u d e tha t we a l l owe to those v a r i o u s H i n d u g a l l a n t 

wa r r i o r s fo r t he i r g lo r ious m a r t y r d o m i n the cause o f H i n d u 

i s m , s i m p l y because t h e y were defeated i n the end ? I t i s 

t h i s g r a t e f u l m e m o r y o f such m a r t y r s t h a t becomes the 

p e r e n n i a l source o f i n s p i r a t i o n for the n a t i o n f o r a g e s af ter 

ages ! 

807. O Y o u ! H i n d u S a m r a t 'Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k ! 

T h i s m a r t y r d o m o f y o u r s , t o o , has become a f resh-water 

s p r i n g o f i n s p i r a t i o n fo r the H i n d u n a t i o n ! I t i s to a tone 

for the s i n o f f a i l i n g to u t t e r a s ingle g ra te fu l w o r d for y o u , 

to preserve some s o u v e n i r , some memento o f y o u r s , t h a t 

the H i n d u s o f y o u r o w n t imes or those o f the l a t e r genera t ions 

h a v e c o m m i t t e d , a n d i t i s a g a i n i n e x p i a t i o n of the s i n o f ou r 

H i n d u i n g r a t i t u d e t o w a r d s y o u t h a t we have mos t r e v e r e n t l y 

offered y o u t h i s separa te chap te r i n t h i s book . 

808. H a d y o u b u t chosen to r e m a i n a M u s l i m S u l t a n , 

y o u c o u l d e a s i l y have p e r p e t u a t e d the S u l t a n a t e o f the who le 

o f I n d i a d o w n to y o u r descendan t s , genera t ions after 

genera t ions , as i t h appened i n the case o f the K h i l j e e o r 

S l a v e d y n a s t i e s af ter A U a u d d i n o r G h y a s u d d i n . B u t w i t h 

g l o w i n g respect a n d p r i d e fo r the H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d the 

H i n d u n a t i o n , y o u p u r i f i e d the v e r y M u s l i m T i t l e o f S u l t a n , 

t u r n e d the M u s l i m ' T a k h t a ' i n t o a H i n d u ' S i n h a s a n ' , a n d 

s l i g h t i n g the M u s l i m S u l t a n a t e p r o c l a i m e d y o u r s e l f a H i n d u 

S a m r a t (Empero r ) ! 

809 . A f t e r E m p e r o r P r i t h v i r a j C h a u h a n , i t was y o u 

a lone who m a d e a g a l l a n t b i d t o o c c u p y the i m p e r i a l t h rone 

o f D e l h i as a H i n d u E m p e r o r ! I n sp i t e o f y o u r b i r t h i n an 

h u m b l e a n d mise rab le H i n d u f a m i l y ; i n sp i t e o f y o u r be ing 

defi led a n d c o n v e r t e d t o I s l a m a n d made an abject s lave b y 

y o u r M u s l i m enemies a t y o u r tender age, y o u became the 
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S u l t a n o f S u l t a n s b y the d i n t o f y o u r v a l o u r , y o u r v e r s a t i l i t y , 

y o u r m i l i t a r y e x p l o i t s , y o u r a r c h - d i p l o m a c y a n d y o u r 

adro i tness i n eng inee r ing d e e p - l a i d p l o t s , a n d made the 

who le o f I n d i a r e sound w i t h the g l o r y o f H i n d u i s m ! W e 

have done ou r d u t y t o r e l a t e w i t h p roofs y o u r ( in a way) 

pecu l i a r l i f e to the H i n d u N a t i o n a n d the w o r l d at la rge so 

far as i t i s poss ib l e for us do so. 

THE PECULIAR CHARACTER OF THIS HINDU 
REVOLUTION ! 

810 . A l t h o u g h i n t h i s m i l l e n i a l H i n d u - M u s l i m w a r t h e 

H i n d u N a t i o n h a d been fighting o n the p o l i t i c a l a n d m i l i t a r y 

f ronts more or less on e q u a l g r o u n d s , u s i n g effective counter -

ofiensives a n d t ac t i c s a n d u l t i m a t e l y o v e r - p o w e r i n g the 

M u s l i m sovere igny , i t was i nces san t ly o v e r w h e l m e d o n the 

re l ig ious f ron t , because o f t he i r o w n ha te fu l bans o n re 

conve r s ion a n d the l i ke—fe t t e r s , w h i c h p reven ted the H i n d u s 

f r o m open ing a n y counter-offensive o n the M u s l i m r e l i g i o n 

as such ! B u t , t h i s H i n d u E m p e r o r , Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k 

( N a s i r - u d - d i n ) success fu l ly l a u n c h e d a coun te r -a t t ack u p o n 

the M u s l i m s , b o t h o n p o l i t i c a l a n d m i l i t a r y as we l l as o n the 

r e l i g i o u s f ront , u s i n g the same means a n d weapons. T o 

counte r -ba lance the forceful c o n v e r s i o n o f the H i n d u s b y the 

M u s l i m s , Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k ( N a s i r - u d - d i n ) b r o u g h t 

abou t hund reds o f M u s l i m reconvers ions to H i n d u i s m a n d 

t h e i r r e p u r i f i c a t i o n ceremonies u n d e r the p r o t e c t i o n o f h i s 

a r m e d m i g h t . J u s t as the M u s l i m s used to r u s h h e a d l o n g 

to ravage a n d conve r t the H i n d u w o m e n to I s l a m , i n the 

same w a y the H i n d u s b r o k e i n t o the harems of the M u s l i m 

S u l t a n a n d c o n v e r t e d the w i l l i n g M o h a m e d a n w o m e n to 

H i n d u i s m a n d m a r r i e d t h e m to t h e i r H i n d u fo l l ower s . I f 

the M u s l i m s d e m o l i s h e d the H i n d u temples , Shree D h a r m a 

r a k s h a k , i n the exc i t ement o f t h i s v i c t o r y , t u r n e d t h e v e r y 

M u s l i m M a s j i d s i n t o H i n d u t emples . I t was t h i s D h a r m a r a 

k s h a k ( N a s i r - u d - d i n ) who for the first t i m e i n H i n d u h i s t o r y 

s h o w e d so v e r y successfu l ly a n d o n such a la rge scale how 

the M u s l i m a r m e d aggress ion u p o n H i n d u i s m a n d the 
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r e l i g i o u s pe r secu t ion t h a t t h e y p e r p e t r a t e d before a n d af ter 

c o u l d be r e t a l i a t e d a n d h o w the M u s l i m s c o u l d be rou ted ; 

c o m p l e t e l y on the r e l i g ious f ron t t o o . I f f r o m the beg inn ing ; 

the M u s l i m s h a d to face such b o l d o p p o s i t i o n a n d been 

fo rced to suffer such power fu l counter -s t rokes o n the r e l i g ious 

f ron t , t h e y w o u l d never have d a r e d to s t r i k e , i n sp i te o f 

a l l t he i r m i l i t a r y m i g h t , a t H i n d u i s m . T h i s first b l o w w h i c h 

the H i n d u s d e l i v e r e d to I s l a m i n D e l h i shook the M u s l i m s 

so v e r y severe ly ! A n d t h i s is the p e c u l i a r cha rac te r o f 

t h i s H i n d u i s t i c r e v o l u t i o n b r o u g h t abou t b y Shree D h a r m a 

r a k s h a k ( K h u s h r u k h a n Nas i r -ud -d in )** . 

811. W e have i n t e n t i o n a l l y c a l l e d t h i s a c c o u n t o f 

K h u s h r u k h a n ' s l i fe a n d ach ievemen t s as based o n proofs ! 

A l t h o u g h , as we have p o i n t e d ou t i n P a r a g r a p h 744, n o b o d y 

b a r r i n g some honou rab l e excep t ions , has w r i t t e n a n y good 

w o r d abou t y o u , 0 K h u s h r u k h a n , the v e r y i n c o n s i s t e n t a n d 

confused a n d ob l ique references to y o u , t e l l a s t o r y w h i c h i s 

a l l the more g lo r i ous for y o u ! A s such a l t h o u g h y o u r l i f e 

a n d career as p a i n t e d b y us has so fa r not a n y ' w r i t t e n ' or: 

' o r a l ' ' b a s i s ' or any s t rong proofs , even t h e n there is ano the r 

e q u a l l y s t rong a n d u n i m p e a c h a b l e l ega l ev idence w h i c h , a t 

t imes , sets a s ide even w r i t t e n o r o r a l ones, i n such h i s t o r i c a l 

a n d j u d i c i a l m a t t e r s o f d a i l y occur rence . T h a t ev idence is . 

c a l l e d c i r c u m s t a n t i a l ev idence ! 

THE AUTHORITY OF CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE 
812. I n the science o f L o g i c the a u t h o r i t y o f c i r c u m s t a n 

t i a l evidence is cons ide red , a t least i n c e r t a i n cases, to be 

the be t t e r mode o f r eason ing t h a n inference, the w o r d o f t h e 

e lders , or i l l u s t r a t i o n . E s p e c i a l l y when the i n t en t i ons a n d 

feelings o r emot ions o f the engineers o f deep- l a id p o l i t i c a l 

conspi rac ies a n d p lo t s are to be asce r t a ined c i r c u m s t a n t i a l 

ev idence is cons ide red to be the o n l y , s t rong basis for i t a n d 

i t s h o u l d be t h o u g h t so, a n d r i g h t l y too ! The w r i t t e n 

confessions o f the accused unde r the i r o w n s ignatures can be 

refuted b y the c i r c u m s t a n t i a l ev idence of b o d i l y p e r s e c u t i o n 

a n d to r tu re ; so does w r i t t e n ev idence ! 



S22 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY 

813. Y o u r l i fe , 0 D h a r m a r a k s h a k , therefore, has been 

based more on the s t r i c t l y l o g i c a l c i r c u m s t a n t i a l ev idence 

t h a n on y o u r o w n words o r the w r i t i n g s o f y o u r c o n t e m p o r a r y 

a n d l a t e r d a y h i s to r i ans ; hence i t i s based o n s o l i d proof . 

E v e n i f y o u r w o r d s are n o t a v a i l a b l e , y o u r v e r y ac ts , a n d 

deeds are i n themselves fa r m o r e t e l l i n g . 

814. T h e b ro the r o f t h i s Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k , 

N a s i r - u d - d i n , was h i m s e l f a v e r y great w a r r i o r a n d a n able 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r . T h e o r i g i n a l H i n d u name o f th i s b ro the r o f 

Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k is also n o t k n o w n as ye t , for i n h is 

v e r y ea r ly c h i l d h o o d he too was conve r t ed a n d made a s l ave . 

W h e n th i s H i n d u E m p e r o r a p p o i n t e d h i m as the G o v e r n o r o f 

G u j r a t h , he o p e n l y accepted H i n d u i s m a n d canvassed for i t . 

I n o rde r to o v e r t h r o w the M u s l i m gove rnmen t i n G u j r a t h he 

r a i s e d a H i n d u r e v o l t a n d sent t w e n t y to twen ty f ive t h o u s a n d 

b rave w a r r i o r s o f h is p a r w a r ( commun i ty ) to he lp h is b ro the r 

a t D e l h i . W h a t u l t i m a t e l y became o f t h e m a l l is n o t k n o w n 

t o h i s t o r y . H e too deserves a p lace o f h o n o u r i n H i n d u 

h i s t o r y . 

815. A n d on the same basis o f th i s c i r c u m s t a n t i a l 

ev idence does t h a t fo rmer H i n d u r o y a l p r incess a n d the 

Y a d a v Queen, D e v a l d e v i , w h o was e q u a l l y respons ib le for 

b r i n g i n g a b o u t the unpreceden ted H i n d u r e v o l u t i o n o f Shree 

D h a r m a r a k s h a k N a s i r - u d - d i n , a n d w h o was h is i m p o r t a n t 

accompl i ce i n the secret p l o t , a n d w h o became, after the 

successful a c c o m p l i s h m e n t o f the s a i d r e v o l u t i o n , the H i n d u 

E m p r e s s o f Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k , deserves even a greater 

p lace o f honour , l i k e t h a t o f D e v i P a d m i n i o f C h i t o d f o r 

the u n i m a g i n a b l e wrongs a n d pe r secu t ion , h u m i l i a t i o n a n d 

the consequent m e n t a l agonies t h a t she h a d to suffer i n the 

most adverse c i r cums tances .' She deserves the h o n o u r o f a 

b r a v e w a r r i o r R a j p u t P r i n c e s s b u r n i n g he r se l f o n the p y r e o r 

i n J o h a r ! 

816. H e r end , too , i s c l o u d e d i n m y s t e r y ! One o f the 

w r i t e r s o f the t i m e has sa id t h a t she was p r o v i d e d * ' for b y 

G h y a s u d d i n a f t e r he became the S u l t a n o f D e l h i . 
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NOT A FRUITLESS MARTYRDOM ! 
817. T h u s were the t w o v a l i a n t associates o f the H i n d u 

JEmperor , D h a r m a r a k s h a k ( N a s i r - u d - d i n ) forced to cou r t 

m a r t y r d o m ! B u t t h e i r m a r t y r d o m len t a wonde r fu l s t r eng th 

t o the mora l e o f the H i n d u N a t i o n . F o r , the fact t h a t i n 

D e l h i i t s e l f was e s t ab l i shed a H i n d u E m p i r e w h i c h c o u l d 

p o w e r f u l l y a n d effect ively g o v e r n the M u s l i m Sta tes , 

N a w a b s , a n d M u s l i m populace t h r o u g h o u t I n d i a for n e a r l y a 

y e a r , he lped the H i n d u k i n g s a n d the H i n d u people to shake 

off the d o m i n a n t influence o f the M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l s u p e r i o r i t y , 

w h i c h h a d for centur ies ove rawed the H i n d u m i n d . The 

m y t h o f th i s M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l s u p e r i o r i t y was a t once exp loded 

and a rare confidence was i n s p i i e d amongs t the H i n d u s tha t , 

were t hey b u t to r u n a l i t t l e r i s k , t h e y w o u l d also be able to 

c rush the M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l h o l d on them. Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k 

c o u r t e d m a r t y r d o m i n 1321; i t was soon fo l lowed b y the 

r i s i ngs i n H i n d u Sta tes i n the n o r t h a n d sou th o f I n d i a . T h e 

M u s l i m p rov inces r o u n d about D e l h i , t oo , began fighting 

w i t h the M u s l i m i m p e r i a l power a t D e l h i i n order to e s t ab l i sh 

t h e i r o w n dynas t i e s i n the i r o w n p r o v i n c e s . I n the e n d 

h a r d l y w i t h i n fifteen to s ix teen years o f the m a r t y r d o m o f 

Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k , the M u s l i m i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y a t 

D e l h i became ex t r eme ly weak , a n d a power fu l H i n d u r e v o l t 

c u l m i n a t e d i n the e s t ab l i shmen t o f a comple t e ly independen t 

H i n d u K i n g d o m o f V i j a y n a g a r , the de t a i l ed account o f 

w h i c h m u s t necessa r i ly be deferred to nex t chapter . 

• 



C H A P T E R X V i n 

THE BEGINNmG OF THE FINAL OVERTHROW OF 
THE MUSLIM EMPIRE 

818 . Soon after s l a y i n g Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k ( N a s i r -
ud -d in ) G h y a s u d d i n T u g h l a k ascended the t h rone o f the 
D e l h i S u l t a n a t e i n A . D . 1321 a n d i ssued a p r o c l a m a t i o n t o 
t h a t effect^. T h i s was the end o f the K h i l j i d y n a s t y a n d t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f the T u g h l a k r u l e . 

819 . G h y a s u d d i n too was o l d . N a t u r a l l y he t r e a t e d 
the M u s l i m s l e n i e n t l y . B u t a l t h o u g h b o r n o f a H i n d u j a t 
mo the r , he, s t rangely enough d i d n o t f a l l sho r t o f a n y t y p e 
o f r e l ig ious pe r secu t ion o f the H i n d u s pe rpe t r a t ed b y a n y o r 
a l l o f the former M u s l i m Sul tans* ! 

820. G h y a s u d d i n d i e d i n A . D . 1326 a n d was succeeded 
b y h i s son M o h a m m a d T u g h l a k w h o has gone d o w n i n 
h i s t o r y as ' c r a z y ' . H e once h a d a s t range w h i m o f s h i f t i n g 
h i s c a p i t a l f r om D e l h i to D e v g i r i i n the sou th . I m m e d i a t e l y 
he c h a n g e d the name o f D e v g i r i , a c c o r d i n g to the M u s l i m 
t r a d i t i o n , i n to D o u l a t a b a d , jus t as W a r a n g a l h a d been chang
e d ea r l i e r b y the M u s l i m s i n t o Su l t anpur* . B u t t h i s change 
o f c a p i t a l f r o m D e l h i to D e v g i r i caused h i m a n d h is subjec ts 
so m u c h trouble*, d i s r u p t e d h i s a l r e a d y confus ion-f raught 
revenue sy s t em so comple t e ly a n d so m a n y in su r r ec t i ons a n d 
p o l i t i c a l r i s ings^ were b r e w i n g i n the r o y a l f ami l i e s and t h e 
people a t large i n the D e c c a n (as a l r e a d y p o i n t e d ou t i n the 
p r ev ious chapter) t ha t th i s ' c r a z y ' M o h a m m a d was u l t i m a t e l y 
f o r c e d t o have ano the r w h i m o f sh i f t i ng the c a p i t a l once 
a g a i n b a c k to D e l h i . B u t t h i s shor t i n t e r l ude cost m i l l i o n s 
(crores) o f rupees a n d thousands o f l i v e s . 

8 2 0 - A . W i t h a v i e w to get ou t o f t h i s financial t r o u b l e 
he i n t r o d u c e d the copper coins , w h i c h d r a i n e d h is t r e a s u r y 
c o m p l e t e l y ; b u t he b l a m e d the farmers a n d the o ther g e n t r y 
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f o r i t s a y i n g t h a t t h e y d i d n o t p a y the taxes. H e therefore, 

i ssued orders to h i s fighting forces to co l lec t the revenue 

under c o m p u l s i o n , b u t w h i l e the M u s l i m s were shown a l l 

l e n i e n c y i n t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f taxes the H i n d u s were mos t 

c r u e l l y fo rced to p a y t h e m . J u s t as the beasts are s u r r o u n d e d 

•on a l l sides i n a h u n t i n g e x p e d i t i o n a n d are h e l d a t b a y a n d 

then massac red , s i m i l a r l y a n u m b e r o f H i n d u t o w n s a n d 

v i l l ages were bes ieged a n d the H i n d u p o p u l a t i o n t h e r e i n was 

m e r c i l e s s l y p u t to the s w o r d . (This sor t o f pe r secu t ion 

devas ta t ed numerous H i n d u t o w n s a n d v i l l age s wh i l e who le 

p rov inces l i k e K a n o u j were rendered deso la t e ' !) 

821 . Never the less there d a r t e d f r o m the b o w of the 

H i n d u n a t i o n a R a m - b a n [an a r r o w o f R a m — a n (unerr ing) 

u n m i s t a k a b l e shot !] w h i c h p u t a s top, even i f t e m p o r a r i l y , 

to the R a v a n - l i k e a t roc i t i e s b y the M u s l i m s pe rpe t r a t ed 

under eve ry S u l t a n over the H i n d u s for centur ies together i 

822. T h e d i a b o l i c M u s l i m a m b i t i o n t o s p r e a d the 

u n i t a r y M u s l i m empi re to the ends o f H i n d u s t a n (Paragraphs 

636-737) r ece ived a dea th -b low i n the v e r y hou r o f i t s f r u i t i o n . 

F o r (as i t i s s h o w n i n the p rev ious chapter) w i t h the first 

v igo rous b l o w s t r u c k b y the H i n d u E m p e r o r , Shree D h a r m a 

r a k s h a k , the ex tens ive M u s l i m E m p i r e h a d a l r eady begun t o 

•dwiadle , w h i l e the H i n d u d i scon ten t , e spec i a l l y i n the D e c c a n 

c u l m i n a t e d i n t o a p o w e r f u l i n su r r ec t i on w h i c h shat te red the 

a l r e a d y d w i n d l i n g M u s l i m empi re i n t o s m a l l f ragments . 

NEW HINDU STATE 
823. F o r i n A . D . 1336 was es tab l i shed the new, i nde 

penden t , a n d p o w e r f u l H i n d u S ta te o f V i j a y n a g a r , de fy ing 

the M u s l i m m i g h t in the v e r y l i f e - t ime i n t h i s ' c r a z y ' 

M o h a m m a d T u g h l a k , a d e t a i l e d accoun t o f w h i c h w i l l be 

g i v e n i n the n e x t chap te r . 

824. I m m e d i a t e l y af ter t h i s momentous even t the 

Deccanese M u s l i m s u n d e r H a s a n B a h a m a n i rose i n r e b e l l i o n 

aga ins t the D e l h i S u l t a n a t e f o l l o w i n g the age-o ld s epa ra t i s t 

t e n d e n c y o f the M u s l i m s w h i c h h a d been e x h i b i t e d i n t he i r 

f r a t r i c i d a l wars ever s ince the t imes o f M o h a m m a d P a i g a m -
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bar . H a s a n B a h a m a n i was c r o w n e d w i t h success i n t h i s 

a t t e m p t a n d so he founded the B a h a m a n i k i n g d o m i n A . D . 

1347 a n d p r o c l a i m e d h i m s e l f t o be an i ndependen t S u l t a n . 

825. T h i s ac t o f H a s a n B a h a m a n i w i l l e x p l o d e t h e 

p o p u l a r m i s c o n c e p t i o n o f the m i l l i o n s o f c redu lous g u l l s 

amongs t the H i n d u s t h a t the M u s l i m s a l w a y s showed a 

u n i t e d f ron t i n t h e i r p o l i t i c a l as w e l l as r e l i g i o u s war s , t h a t 

t h e y never fough t amongs t themselves a n d t h a t t hey h a d 

no s e p a r a t i s t t endenc ies—a baseless m i s c o n c e p t i o n w h i c h i s 

n o t o n l y f o o l i s h i n the ex t reme b u t w h i c h f a l s e l y e x t o l s t h e 

foreigners a n d u n d e s e r v e d l y , runs d o w n our o w n H i n d u 

c o m m u n i t y . A number o f such ins tances have a l r e a d y been 

c i t e d i n t h i s v o l u m e a n d m a n y more w i l l occur i n t h e pages 

t h a t f o l l o w . T h e h i s t o r y o f the M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y a l l the 

w o r l d over is r ep le t e w i t h such ins tances . 

A GRIEVOUS FALL AND BREAKING OF 
THE DREAM OF AN UNBROKEN 

MUSLIM EMPIRE 
826. J u s t as perhaps some a d v e n t u r o u s m o u n t a i n e e r 

s h o u l d , i n the exc i t emen t o f h i s a l m o s t i m p r a c t i c a b l e 

a m b i t i o n to scale the h ighes t peak o f the H i m a l a y a s a n d t o 

ho i s t h i s n a t i o n a l flag there before a n y b o d y else does i t^ 

c l i m b on a n d on , a n d after r each ing some a l toge the r different 

peak s h o u l d v i c t o r i o u s l y c r y ou t , " T h i s is the v e r y same 

highes t p e a k " ! W h e n a l l a t once the s eeming ly h ighes t p e a k 

s h o u l d give w a y under the h e a v y l o a d o f h is a m b i t i o n , b e i n g 

m a d e as i t r e a l l y i s , n o t o f any s o l i d r o c k , b u t o f a f rozen 

heap o f snowflakes, a n d the a m b i t i o u s c l i m b e r s h o u l d t o p p l e 

d o w n a n d f a l l h e a d l o n g f rom crag to c rag i n t o the deep r a v i n e 

o f d e s t r u c t i o n a long w i t h the b i t s a n d f ragments o f h is 

s igna l v i c t o r y — i n the v e r y same w a y the M u s l i m a m b i t i o n 

t o e s t ab l i sh the c e n t r a l i z e d p a r a m o u n t M u s l i m power o v e r 

• the who le o f I n d i a was begu i l ed for a w h i l e a n d u l t i m a t e l y 

came to naugh t . A l l the A s i a n M u s l i m S ta tes r i g h t f r o m 

the A r a b s to the M o n g o l s i n v a d e d I n d i a one after a n o t h e r 

a n d ca r r i ed o n for seven or e igh t cen tur ies c o n t i n u o u s l y 
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the b i t t e res t , b lood ies t a n d c rue l l e s t w a r s a n d a t l a s t w h e n 

i n the reg ime o f A U a u d d i n p r a c t i c a l l y the whole o f I n d i a 

passed u n d e r the M u s l i m s w a y r o u n d abou t the yea r A . D . 

1310, the M u s l i m a m b i t i o n seemed t o be a l m o s t f u l f i l l ed 1 

B u t as i t i s a l r e a d y t o l d , w i t h a h a r d k n o c k f r o m t h e 

resurgent H i n d u v a l o u r the M u s l i m r u l e co l l apsed f r o m t h e 

h ighes t p e a k o f success a t t a i n e d b y S u l t a n A U a u d d i n a n d 

was sha t t e r ed to pieces w i t h i n o n l y seven or e igh t years , 

neve r t o r i se t o t h a t g i d d y he ights ag a i n ! T h e H i n d u 

m i g h t went on i n c r e a s i n g l i k e the crescent m o o n ! 

DEATH OF CRAZY' MOHAMMAD AND AFTER 
827. T h i s ' c r a z y ' S u l t a n M o h a m m a d d i e d i n A . D . 1351 

a n d h i s t o t t e r i n g c r o w n w i t h the d i s i n t e g r a t i n g ,Su l t ana t e 

o f D e l h i passed on to h i s cous in ' P h e r o z s h a h T u g h l a k ' . 

T h i s Phe rozshah ' s mo t h e r was the daugh te r o f the R a j p u t 

K i n g M a l b h a t t i o f D e e p a l p u r ' . W h e n Phe rozshah ' s f a the r 

d e m a n d e d her ( tha t R a j p u t P r incess ) i n mar r i age . K i n g 

M a l b h a t t i flatly refused so to g ive her up*, whe reupon 

Phe rozshah ' s fa ther m a r c h e d on M a l b h a t t i a n d began to 

persecute the H i n d u s mos t c r u e l l y . T h e p r incess c o u l d n o t 

bea r the i n h u m a n sufferings o f her fa ther a n d her H i n d u 

b r e t h r e n i n the k i n g d o m . So she vo lun t ee r ed to m a r r y 

Pherozshah ' s father^. H o w e v e r p r a i s e w o r t h y the tenderness 

o f her h e a r t m i g h t be i t has p e r m a n e n t l y s t a i n e d her fa ther ' s 

f a m i l y . H a d she s w a l l o w e d fire l i k e some P a d m i n i o f 

C h i t o d a n d fo l lowed the p a t h o f m a r t y r d o m for the sake o f 

r e l i g i o n , her l i fe a n d he r f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n w o u l d b o t h have 

been for ever g lor i f ied ! 

THE SUPERSTITIOUS MUSLIMS ! 
828. A n anecdote o f th i s t i m e o f the T u g h l a k s , w h i c h 

is r e c o r d e d i n h i s t o r y , m a y be r e l a t ed here so t h a t the 

reader m i g h t have some i d e a o f the ex ten t to w h i c h the 

supe r s t i t i ous na tu re o f the M u s l i m s c o u l d go a n d o f the 

influence w h i c h the r e l i g ious c r e d u l i t y a n d f ana t i c i sm o f the 

A r a b s i n v a r i a b l y h a d over the M u s l i m s of l a t e r days ever 
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since the i n c e p t i o n o f M u s l i m r e l i g i o n . 

8 2 8 - A . I n o r d e r to a tone for the c r a z y r e l i g i o u s ac ts 

a n d the harassment o f the subjects b y the ' m a d ' M o h a m m a d 

( se t t i ng as ide the r e l ig ious pe r secu t ion o f H i n d u s w h i c h was 

deemed h a r m o n i o u s w i t h the tenets o f the M u s l i m r e l i g ion ) 

S u l t a n P h e r o z s h a h i n t e r n e d " w i t h the bones o f the l a t e ' m a d ' 

M o h a m m a d the o r i g i n a l papers r e g a r d i n g t h e r e i m b u r s e m e n t 

o f the un jus t l a n d revenue co l l ec t ed b y h i m , r e fund o f fines 

a n d c o m p e n s a t i o n fo r the o the r un jus t ac ts o f h i s , or t he i r 

g o v e r n m e n t a l a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s a long w i t h o ther o r i g i n a l 

paper s s igned b y M o h a m m a d h imse l f . T h i s a c t i o n o f 

P h e r o z s h a h was perhaps p r o m p t e d b y h i s c redu lous belief , 

t h a t on the s t r eng th o f t h i s w r i t t e n record o f the compen

s a t i o n for a l l h is c r imes the great A l l a h w o u l d fo rg ive 

M o h a m m a d on the l a s t d a y o f the j u d g m e n t I A n d , be i t 

r emembered t h a t Phe rozshah was we l l - educa t ed a c c o r d i n g 

t o the s t anda rds o f the t i m e ! W h a t to say , t hen , o f the 

c o m m o n people ! 

829 . A l t h o u g h i n the b e g i n n i n g P h e r o z s h a h p r o c l a i m e d 

h i m s e l f as the S u l t a n o f H i n d u s t a n , eve rywhere i n I n d i a , 

w i t h the o n l y e x c e p t i o n o f D e l h i a n d a s m a l l r eg ion a r o u n d 

i t , the H i n d u s a n d the M u s l i m s began one after ano the r 

t o r epud ia t e his i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y . I n the S o u t h the 

ce lebra ted k i n g d o m o f V i j a y n a g a r h a d o p e n l y asser ted i t s 

f reedom. U n d e r these c i rcumstances P h e r o z s h a h T u g h l a k 

d e c i d e d finally to a c k n o w l e d g e the independence o f the 

r e c a l c i t r a n t peoples unde r h i m i n o rder t o assuage t h e i r 

p o l i t i c a l b i t te rness a n d to conso l ida te wha teve r l i t t l e h e 

c o u l d r e t a i n r a the r t h a n lose a l l . H e , therefore, gave a n 

ofiBcial r e c o g n i t i o n t o the independence o f the B a h a m a n i 

k i n g d o m i n the s o u t h a n d to t h a t o f the v a l i a n t H i n d u 

k i n g d o m o f V i j a y n a g a r " w h i c h was founded b y the g rea t 

H i n d u leaders w h o were fired w i t h the b i t t e res t h a t r e d fo r 

t h e M u s l i m d o m i n a t i o n a n d were ben t on d r i v i n g i t a w a y 

r i g h t ou t o f I n d i a . 

830. T h u s was the M u s l i m i m p e r i a l power , w h i c h h a d 

reached i t s zen i th r o u n d abou t the years A . D . 1310-12 i n 
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A l l a u d d i n ' s t i m e s as a r e su l t o f the incessant H i n d u - M u s l i m 

wars for abou t s i x or seven centur ies , a n d w h i c h h a d sp read 

over a lmos t the who le o f I n d i a , d i s s o l v e d b y t h e v e r y 

descendan t o f the same i l l u s t r i o u s S u l t a n , for he c o u l d no t 

h e l p y i e l d i n g t o the p o w e r f u l H i n d u res is tance . The M u s l i m 

empi re ove r the w h o l e o f I n d i a was c o m p l e t e l y sha t t e red i n 

the h o u r o f i ts f r u i t i o n , neve r to be r e b u i l t on such a v a s t 

sca le . N o w the H i n d u resurgent independen t power h a d 

begun i t s i n roads o n the M u s l i m m i g h t w h i c h were never to 

cease aga in 1 

831. I n fact , the m o m e n t P h e r o z s h a h T u g h l a k recog

n i z e d the p o l i t i c a l independence o f the S o u t h the M u s l i m 

i m p e r i a l power came to an end ! H e , as i t were, r a n g the 

d e a t h - k n e l l o f the M u s l i m a m b i t i o n o f an i m p e r i a l power ! 

THE DIRECT EVIDENCE 
832. T h i s e x p l i c i t r e c o g n i t i o n of the p o l i t i c a l i ndepen 

dence o f the D e c c a n , i n c l u d i n g tha t o f the n e w l y es t ab l i shed 

H i n d u s ta te of V i j a y n a g a r b y the S u l t a n o f D e l h i , Phe rozshah 

T u g h l a k h imsel f , c o n c l u s i v e l y p roves the s t a tement w h i c h 

we h a v e made i n pa r a g ra p h s 807 t o 817 a n d w h i c h has so far 

escaped the no t i ce o f the w r i t e r s o f H i n d u h i s t o r y . I t is the 

t w o - f o l d p o l i t i c o - r e l i g i o u s aggress ion o f the H i n d u E m p e r o r , 

•Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k , ( N a s i r - u d - d i n ) i n D e l h i i t s e l f on the 

M u s l i m power a n d e s p e c i a l l y h is f r i g h t f u l revenge o f the 

r e l i g i o u s pe r secu t ion o f the H i n d u s over the M u s l i m s i n m u c h 

the same h o r r i d w a y , a n d the t e r ro r i t s t r u c k i n the m i n d s 

o f the M u s l i m s , w h i c h i n s p i r e d t h i s p o l i t i c a l r i s i n g o f 

V i j a y n a g a r w h i c h i n i t s t u r n d a s h e d to pieces the M u s l i m 

a m b i t i o n o f a n a l l - I n d i a empi re ! 

833. A l t h o u g h S u l t a n Phe rozshah he lp less ly su r rendered 

h is o v e r l o r d s h i p over the D e c c a n , he s t i l l m e r c i l e s s l y c o n t i n 

ued to persecute the H i n d u s i n the b i g c i t ies l i k e D e l h i under 

h i s d i r ec t control^*. The H i n d u s , t oo , pers i s ted i n t he i r 

s t aunch resis tance i n the defence o f t he i r r e l i g i o n even a t t h e 

r i s k o f m a r t y r d o m . N u m e r o u s ins tances o f the v a r i e d k i n d s 

•of th i s H i n d u r eac t ion to the M u s l i m a t roc i t i e s are r ecorded . 
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one o f w h i c h m i g h t be g i v e n here o n the a u t h o r i t y o f the 

M u s l i m w r i t e r s themselves . 

833 -A . S u l t a n P h e r o z s h a h h a t e d the B r a h m i n s fa r m o r e 

b i t t e r l y t h a n the o ther H i n d u s . H e s a i d , " B r a h m i n s are the 

ve r i t ab l e keys to the s t rong for t ress o f the H i n d u r e l i g i o n ^ * . " 

I t is the B r a h m i n s who organ ised a res is tance m o v e m e n t 

aga ins t the J i z i a t a x , f r e sh ly i m p o s e d o n the H i n d u s b y S u l t a n 

P h e r o z s h a h . T h e y o r g a n i z e d c o l l e c t i v e h u n g e r - s t r i k e before 

the r o y a l pa lace a n d announced the i r d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o 

s w a l l o w fire a n d co u r t m a r t y r d o m . B u t the S u l t a n heeded 

i t no t . So , m a n y B r a h m i n s , no longer able to bear the h u m i 

l i a t i o n , d i e d i n t h a t h o r r i b l e manne r . I n the end the H i n d u s 

o f o ther castes p a i d up the t a x for such s taunch defenders 

o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n tha t s t i l l s u r v i v e d and s a v e d t h e i r l i v e s " ! . 

834. B u t the account o f one o f those B r a h m i n s is t h e 

mos t r e m a r k a b l e fo r i t s m a r t y r d o m . I n the c i t y o f D e l h i 

i t s e l f t h i s o l d B r a h m i n o p e n l y ^ w o r s h i p p e d an ido l^^ . N o w 

d i a b o l i c r e l i g i o n o f S u l t a n P h e r o z s h a h T u g h l a k h a d a b s o 

l u t e l y banned any such i d o l - w o r s h i p t h r o u g h o u t h i s k i n g d o m . 

B u t i n o rde r to p ro tes t aga ins t t h i s b a n tha t B r a h m i n 

c o l l e c t e d a l l the H i n d u s i n the c o u r t y a r d o f h i s house a n d 

w o r s h i p p e d the i d o l w i t h such grea t p o m p , t h a t m a n y 

M u s l i m m e n , w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n , too , became the devotees 

o f t ha t i d o l . T h e r u m o u r q u i c k l y sp r ead far a n d w ide t h a t 

t h i s B r a h m i n ' s G o d a l w a y s came to the rescue o f h is devotee. . 

T h e news t h a t th i s B r a h m i n open ly w o r s h i p p e d i d o l s p a i n t e d 

o n a wooden p l a n k reached the ears o f the S u l t a n w h a 

i m m e d i a t e l y h a d h i m b r o u g h t as a c a p t i v e , a l ong w i t h his. 

i d o l , before h i m . T h e r e u p o n he c a l l e d a l l the U l e m a s (the 

M u s l i m r e l ig ious pr iests) a n d asked t h e m " W h a t p u n i s h m e n t 

s h o u l d be in f l i c ted on t h i s B r a h m i n ? " T h e y r e p l i e d " T h i s 

B r a h m i n s h o u l d e i ther be a M u s l i m or be b u r n t a l i v e t o 

d e a t h . " T h e B r a h m i n t he r eupon chose to d ie t h a t h o r r i b l e 

dea th b y b u r n i n g . I n D e l h i jus t before the k i n g ' s cou r t a 

b i g p i l e o f w o o d was made a n d the B r a h m i n was p l a c e d o n 

i t , b o u n d h a n d a n d foot , w i t h the i d o l p a i n t e d on the w o o d e n 

p l a n k . The M u s l i m demons set fire to t h a t p i l e o f wood ' 
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f r o m a l l s ides . S t i l l the B r a h m i n w o u l d n o t consent to be 

c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m . I n a few c r u e l momen t s the fire b l a z e d 

v e r y h o t o n a l l s ides. B u t w i t h o u t even a f a i n t s igh o f p a i n 

or g r i e f the B r a h m i n r ema ined b o w i n g d o w n to the i d o l . 

W i t h i n a m o m e n t the h u n g r y flames swa l lowed u p the d e v o t e d 

B r a h m i n " ! 

835 . T h i s a rch-enemy o f the H i n d u s , S u l t a n P h e r o z s h a h 

T u g h l a k , d i e d i n A . D . 1388, f o l l o w e d b y a n u t t e r chaos i n 

the meagre r ema ins o f h i s k i n g d o m , whereas on one occas ion 

t w o o f h is g randsons f e l l ou t a n d a t the two ends o f the c i t y 

o f D e l h i there r u l e d t w o S u l t a n s a t one a n d the same t i m e , 

M o h a m m a d s h a h and N a s r a t s h a h , the t w o grandsons o f P h e r o z . 

H a l f the c i t y o f D e l h i became the c a p i t a l o f the one, w h i l e 

the o the r h a l f t h a t o f the o t h e r " !! 

INVASION BY TAIMURLANG 
836. U n d e r these chao t i c cond i t i ons D e l h i f e l l a p r e y 

t o the i n h u m a n ravages of t h e n o t o r i o u s T a i m u r l a n g , the 

S u l t a n o f the fa r off S a m a r k a n d . 

837. T a i m u r was a T u r k " , a n d no t o r i g i n a l l y a M u s l i m . 

A f t e r conque r ing the c i t y o f B a g h d a d he b u r n e d to ashes the 

w h o l e l i b r a r y o f M u s l i m l i t e r a t u r e a n d a t m a n y places he 

even b u r n e d M a s j i d s " ! I n A . D . 1369 he became the K i n g 

o f S a m a r k a n d . F o l l o w i n g the l e a d o f Chengeezkhan before 

h i m he h a d conque red n o t less t h e n t w e n t y - s e v e n c rowns 

f r o m R u s s i a i n the W e s t to A f g h a n i s t a n i n the South-Eas t*" I 

Because he had los t a l eg i n one o f the ba t t l e s he rece ived the 

n i c k n a m e ' l a n g ' ( lame). Thereaf te r he happened to cast h is 

eyes o n I n d i a , n o t s i m p l y because o f a n y a l l u r emen t o f 

p o l i t i c a l power or the l u s t fo r v i c t o r y bu t because he h a d 

f o r m e d a b i t t e r h a t r e d t o w a r d s I n d i a . F o r , he h a d i n the 

m e a n t i m e become a M u s l i m * ^ . H i s o r i g i n a l de s t ruc t i ve 

t endenc ies now rece ived th i s new g h a s t l y impetus ! S a y s he 

i n h is a u t o b i o g r a p h y . " M y i n t e n t i o n i n m a r c h i n g u p o n 

I n d i a is to massacre the K a f i r H i n d u s there , des t roy the i d o l s 

o f t h e i r G o d s , conve r t t hem a l l to I s l a m a n d thus w i n the t i t l e 

o f a ' G a z i ' i n the c o u r t o f the A l l a h * * " . 
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838. So i m m e d i a t e l y i n A . D . 1397 he i n v a d e d I n d i a . 

H e h a d unde r h i m a g i g a n t i c force o f n i n e t y t h o u s a n d s t r o n g . 

H e m a r c h e d s t r a i g h t u p t o P u n j a b . S t i l l n o b o d y came 

f o r w a r d to oppose h i m . H e therefore swooped d o w n s t r a i g h t 

o n D e l h i , where a s m a l l force came to oppose him. i n the 

name o f the S u l t a n o f D e l h i b u t i t was soon p u t to r o u t . A n 

i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t to no te is t h a t t h i s ve t e r an a r m y o f T a i m u r 

l a n g w h i c h h a d t r a m p l e d over h a l f the w o r l d was sca red t o 

d e a t h fo r a t i m e b y the mere s igh t o f e l ephan t s i n t h i s 

l u d i c r o u s a r m y o f the S u l t a n o f De lh i** , for t hey h a d seen 

such huge beasts for the first t i m e i n the i r l i v e s . Y e t i t go t 

ove r the fear v e r y soon a n d as soon as the S u l t a n ' s forces 

were c o m p l e t e l y r o u t e d i t d a sh e d v i o l e n t l y i n t o the c i t y 

o f D e l h i , l e t t i n g loose the o r g y o f wholesa le massacre , p l u n d e r 

a n d arson**. M i l l i o n s o f l i ve s were los t t h i s d a y . A f t e r 

h a v i n g thus quenched h is t h i r s t for H i n d u b lood to some 

ex ten t , T a i m u r t u r n e d fu r the r to M e e r u t a n d H a r i d w a r , 

s m a s h i n g to pieces H i n d u i d o l s a t m a n y places o n h i s way*^. 

A t H a r i d w a r he reached the p i n n a c l e o f h is c r u e l t y i n the 

H i n d u b l o o d - b a t h . H o w m a n y ins tances is one to quote o f 

the h a r r o w i n g a t roc i t i e s w h i c h the H i n d u c o m m u n i t y h a d t o 

suffer ' s i m p l y because o f t h e i r d i r e d e t e r m i n a t i o n a n d h o l y 

reso lve no t t o fo r sake t h e i r r e l i g i o n ! P r o m H a r i d w a r t h i s 

fiendlike T a i m u r wen t on fu r the r to the n o r t h , r a i n i n g H i n d u 

b l o o d o n the S h i v a l i k h i l l s , N a g a r c o t e , J a m m u a n d d e m o l i 

sh ing H i n d u temples o n the w a y . O n his w a y he got the news 

o f h is n a t i v e c a p i t a l o f S a m a r k a n d be ing t h r ea t ened b y the 

rebels . S o , m a d w i t h fu ry a n d m e n t a l angu i sh , he h u r r i e d 

s t r a i g h t off to S a m a r k a n d w i t h the w h o l e o f h i s army**. 

839 . I n th i s T a i m u r l a n g i a n deluge was w a s h e d off the 

l i t t l e t h a t was left o f the T u g h l a k S u l t a n a t e . I n the chao t i c 

c o n d i t i o n s t h a t t h e n p r e v a i l e d i n n o r t h I n d i a the S a y y a d s 

usurped the n o m i n a l S u l t a n a t e o f the T u g h l a k s * ' . 

840. A v a i l i n g themselves o f t h i s mise rab le c o n d i t i o n o f 

the M u s l i m power at D e l h i , the ve t e r an defenders o f the 

H i n d u r e l i g i o n , the independen t R a j p u t k i n g s , wen t o n 

s e t t i ng free the t e r r i t o r i e s f o r m e r l y conque red b y the M u s l i m s . 



OTH GLORIOUS EPOCH 333 : 

E o r t h a t ma t t e r , the h o l y p laces o f the H i n d u s l i k e K a s h i , 

P r a y a g a n d others h a d , even before t h i s t i m e , been recon

quered f r o m the Musl ims**. B u t ! — A l t h o u g h the M u s l i m 

p o l i t i c a l power there was defeated a n d u p r o o t e d t he i r co lonies 

a n d there r e l ig ious centres l i k e t h e i r M a s j i d s a n d mosques 

were no t des t royed—as d i d the M u s l i m s , whenever they 

conquered the H i n d u t e r r i t o r i e s , s l augh te r ing the H i n d u s 

i r r e spec t ive o f t h e i r age or sex a n d p u l l i n g d o w n the H i n d u 

h o l y p laces of w o r s h i p , so as to m a k e mere exis tence i m p o s 

s ible for t h e m . B u t because the H i n d u s d i d no t emula t e the 

M u s l i m s i n th i s respect , these l o c a l M u s l i m s who were left, 

a l i v e a n d u n m o l e s t e d t u r n e d t r a i t o r s , l i k e serpents fed a n d 

fos tered as pets , a n d i n v i t e d a g a i n a n d a g a i n the M u s l i m 

aggressors for he lp a n d made l i fe miserab le for the H i n d u s 

i n those h o l y places a n d c i t ies . B u t the R a j p u t m a l a d y o f 

the s u i c i d a l gene ros i ty even n o w per s i s t ed w i t h o u t a n y 

m o d e r a t i o n . (The reader is referred to the d e t a i l e d d i scuss ion 

i n t h i s r ega rd i n p a r a g r a p h s 421 to 426) 

RANA KUMBHA 
841 . M o s t no tab le a m o n g the R a j p u t heroes o f the t ime 

was R a n a K u m b h a , w h o e x c e l l e d no t o n l y the grea t leaders 

o f C h i t o d b u t even those o f H i n d u s t a n i n respect o f v a l o u r 

a n d success. H e w e n t to war w i t h a power fu l n e i g h b o u r i n g 

M u s l i m S u l t a n , M o h a m m a d K h i l j i o f M a l w a who h a d become 

independen t b y r enounc ing the o v e r l o r d s h i p ( p a r a m o u n t c y ) 

o f the S u l t a n o f D e l h i , a n d i n a ba t t l e near S u l t a n p u r v a n 

qu i shed the l a t t e r c o m p l e t e l y . S u l t a n M o h a m m a d K h i l j i o f 

M a l w a was at l a s t caught a l i v e b y R a n a K u m b h a * ^ . B u t 

g ross ly affected as he was b y the age-o ld m a l a d y o f the per

ve r t ed sense o f v i r t u e s , as the o ther H i n d u heroes before h i m 

were, he a l l o w e d the S u l t a n to go free,*" c o n s i d e r i n g i t a 

nob le ac t on h is o w n pa r t . H a d bu t R a n a K u m b h a been 

t a k e n c a p t i v e b y the M u s l i m S u l t a n , M o h a m m a d K h i l j i ? 

H e w o u l d v e r y l i k e l y have been d e p r i v e d o f h is eye s igh t , as 

P r i t h v i r a j was , a n d b r u t a l l y m u r d e r e d a c c o r d i n g to the 

d i a b o l i c war-e th ics o f the M u s l i m s . I n fact , t h i s d i a b o l i c 
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war -e th i c s is the o n l y one w h i c h is benef ic ia l to a n a t i o n in-

such fiendish wars*! a n d hence is h i g h l y p ious a n d tho rough ly , 

s o u n d ! 

842. T h i s b a t t l e was cons idered so u n i q u e a n d u n p a r a l -

a l l e d i n the H i n d u h i s t o r y o f those days t h a t i n order t o 

ce lebra te i t R a n a K u m b h a erected a colossal a n d a r t i s t i c 

p i l l a r o f v i c t o r y at Chi tod ,** w h i c h s t i l l s tands to the a d m i r a 

t i o n of a l l v i s i t o r s ! I n a l i k e m a n n e r d i d R a n a K u m b h a 

beat d o w n S u l t a n K u t b u d d i n o f Gujrath** w h e n the l a t t e r 

a t t a c k e d K u m b h a l g a d , and K u t b u d d i n h a d u l t i m a t e l y to sue 

fo r peace a n d save h is life**. 

843 . E v e n after R a n a K u m b h a , R a j p u t a n a c la ims so 

m a n y b rave a n d capable leaders o f men tha t whole v o l u m e s 

o u g h t r e a l l y to be d e v o t e d to the genera t ions t h a t p r o d u c e d 

each o f t h e m . B u t our recent h i s to r i e s are so m u c h h a u n t e d 

b y those o f the M u s l i m a n d E u r o p e a n na t i ons t h a t t h e y fight 

shy o f r e c o r d i n g the g lo r ious acts o f the H i n d u s — i t is i n fact 

a c lear p r o o f o f the absence o f a n y independen t research 

made b y t h e m a n d o f t h e i r g l a r i n g ignorance ! F o r t u n a t e l y 

the c o n t e m p o r a r y R a s o s , w r i t t e n h o n e s t l y a n d w i t h a rare 

l i t e r a r y flavour, a n d i n s p i r e d b y the e x c e p t i o n a l v a l o u r o f 

the H i n d u s o f the t imes are a v a i l a b l e here a n d there . 

P r i t h v i r a j R a s o , H a m e e r R a s o , C h h a t r a s a l R a s o a n d m a n y 

o t h e r s — b e a u t i f u l hero ic b a l l a d s a n d n a r r a t i v e poems o f 

v a r i e d l eng ths—are to be h a d even t o d a y . B u t G o d knows i f 

these h i s t o r i a n s k n o w t h e m even b y name ! A g a i n m o d e r n 

h i s t o r i c a l research has d i s cove red m a n y r o c k i n s c r i p t i o n s 

n o t o n l y i n R a j p u t a n a , bu t i n the caves a t va r ious o the r 

p laces . T h e y also are l i k e l y to he lp a l o t i n r e - w r i t i n g the 

h i s t o r y o f these H i n d u heroes . B u t the p resen t doesn ' t seem 

to be the p r o p e r t i m e to u n d e r t a k e t h a t w o r k on a major 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l basis ! T i l l such a p r o p i t i o u s t ime comes, s m a l 

le r i n s t i t u t i o n s o r i n d i v i d u a l scholars c a n s ta r t , i f n o t the 

a c t u a l research w o r k , a t leas t the w o r k o f c o l l e c t i o n o f th i s 

v a s t dea l o f source m a t e r i a l . S u c h a fond hope can safe ly 

be en t e r t a ined i f we remember the celebrated name o f R a j -

wade a l o n e ! 
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LODI DYANSTY 
844. A f t e r the end o f the S a y y a d D y n a s t y i n A . D . 1450 

some L o d i s o f A f g h a n e x t r a c t i o n r u l e d as S u l t a n s a t D e l h i 

fo r some t i m e . O f t h e m a l l S h i k a n d a r L o d i t r i e d to c o n s o l i 

date h i s p o w e r d u r i n g A . D . 1488 to 1517. T h i s S h i k a n d a r 

L o d i aga in was b o r n of a H i n d u mother , '^ bu t l i k e eve ry 

o the r M u s l i m r u l e r he a lways h a d a s t e rn eye u p o n the 

Hindus** . H e aga in enforced the ban on the H i n d u p i l g r i 

mages, w h i c h the H i n d u s h a d begun to make i n the 

m e a n w h i l e . H e even forbade c o l l e c t i v e ba ths i n h o l y r ive r s 

on P a r v a n i days . Neve r the l e s s as elsewhere the H i n d u s 

res i s ted s t u b b o r n l y even a t the cost o f t h e i r l i v e s . T h e 

f o l l o w i n g accoun t o f a great m a r t y r shou ld suffice to i l l u s t 

r a te the foregoing r e m a r k s . 

845 . A t a c e r t a i n t o w n near L a k h n a u ( L u c k n o w ) l i v e d 

a B r a h m i n n a m e d B u d d h a , who p reached t h a t w h a t e v e r the 

jus t a n d v i r t u o u s r e l ig ious code one f o l l o w e d , so l o n g as one 

f o l l o w e d i t s i n c e r e l y , i t was e q u a l l y accep tab le to G o d . I n 

spi te o f a l l the ha ras smen t caused to h i m b y t h e M u s l i m s o n 

th i s account , he p r o p a g a t e d h i s v i e w s so v e r y v i g o r o u s l y t h a t 

even the K a z i o f L a k h n a u h a d to g ive w a y . I n the end t h e 

au thor i t i e s c o m m i t t e d t h i s c o m p l a i n t to the S u l t a n . S h i k a n -

d a r k h a n , t he reupon , h a d a fu l l -dress deba te be tween t h i s 

B r a h m i n a n d n ine o ther l ea rned M o u l a v i s . B u t the B r a h m i n , 

l o y a l as he was to h i s o w n r e l i g i o n a n d to t r u t h , w o u l d n o t 

g i v e i n . So the S u l t a n h i m s e l f th rea tened h i m : " B e a M u s l i m 

or y o u w i l l be p u t to i n s t a n t d e a t h " . A n d as the s a i d 

B r a h m i n spu rned h i s th rea t he was k i l l e d f o r t h w i t h * ' . 

RANA-SANG 
846. A f t e r the d e a t h o f S h i k a n d a r L o d i i n A . D . 1517 

his s o n I b r a h i m L o d i ascended the t o t t e r i n g t h rone o f the 

S u l t a n o f D e l h i . P o r the d i s i n t e g r a t i n g M u s l i m power a t 

D e l h i expe r i enced e x c r u c i a t i n g d e a t h pangs a t the hands o f 

the R a j p u t s o f the t i m e , w h o h a d i n E a n a S a n g a v e r y great 

v a l i a n t l eader . E v e n the s m a l l e r M u s l i m ru le r s t o o k g rea t 

offence a t t h e b r ave deeds o f R a n a S a n g . T h e r u l e r o f I d a r 
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expressed h i s m a l i c e aga ins t R a n a S a n g b y n a m i n g a dog a t 

h i s d o o r Sangrana**. I n o rde r to chast ise th i s m o n k e y i n g o f 

t h e M u s l i m s R a n a S a n g m a r c h e d w i t h a large a r m y aga ins t 

I d a r a n d v a n q u i s h i n g t h e m c o m p l e t e l y a t eve ry p lace he 

avenged i n f u l l the wrongs done to the H i n d u s ' * . T h i s b a t t l e 

caused no h a r m t o the H i n d u s r o u n d abou t . O n the c o n t r a r y 

t h e y l o o k e d upon h i m w i t h ev iden t p r i d e a n d p leasure as 

t h e i r God-sen t s av iou r a n d p ro t ec to r . R e g i s t e r i n g h i s con 

quests ove r the M u s l i m foes at every p l ace w i t h t r i u m p h a l 

marches a m i d s t p o p u l a r applause , the l o u d beats o f his war -

d r u m s a n d the gay fluttering o f his v i c t o r i o u s flag he r e t u r n e d 

to C h i t o d i n A . D . 1519*". H e h a d b y th i s t i m e l i b e r a t e d 

R a t a n b h o r , Gagrone , W a l p i ( K a l p i ?), B h i l s a a n d C h a n d e r i 

f r o m the M u s l i m d o m i n a t i o n a n d annexed them to h is o w n 

k i n g d o m . 

DEFEAT OF SULTAN IBRAHIM LODI BY RANA SANG 
IN THE BATTLE OF KRANOLI 

8 4 6 - A . I n o r d e r to i m p r o v e the d e c a y i n g c o n d i t i o n o f 

the M u s l i m power , c o n s t a n t l y h a r m e d b y the R a j p u t s , S u l t a n 

I b r a h i m L o d i ga thered a l l h i s s t r e n g t h a n d i n v a d e d R a n a 

S a n g . T h e two p a r t i e s j o i n e d b a t t l e a t K h a n o l i where i n a 

b l o o d y a c t i o n R a n a S a n g p u t to rou t the S u l t a n ' s a r m y a n d 

sent h i m b a c k to D e l h i downcas t a n d c r e s t f a l l e n " . 

BABAR'S INVASION 
847. Bese t w i t h such ca l ami t i e s S u b e d a r D a u l a t k h a n 

L o d i o f L a h o r e became, a l o n g w i t h o ther M u s l i m chief ta ins , 

qu i t e p e s s i m i s t i c abou t his own safe exis tence . A s the l a s t 

resort , t hey i n v i t e d Babar,** the t hen power fu l r u l e r o f A f g h a 

n i s t a n , to he lp t h e m p u t d o w n R a n a Sang . B a b a r , too, h a d 

been w a i t i n g for such an o p p o r t u n i t y , for as a descendant o f 

T a i m u r l a n g he c l a imed a d i r ec t r i g h t to the sove re ign ty o f 

India**. So B a b a r has tened to he lp D a u l a t k h a n L o d i i n 

A . D . 1526. 

848. See ing th i s a l l i e d M u s l i m a r m y come m e n a c i n g l y 

the scared S u l t a n I b r a h i m L o d i sought the he lp o f the va l i an t 
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H i n d u K i n g o f C h i t o d , R a n a S a n g , i n sp i t e o f the f ac t t h a t 

the l a t t e r h a d v e r y r e c e n t l y in f l i c ted a c r u s h i n g defeat o n 

h i m . B u t the M u s l i m s were never a shamed o f e a t i ng a n 

h u m b l e p i e before the H i n d u s o n such occas ions . A g a i n i t 

has been a l r e a d y s h o w n a n d w i l l hereaf ter be s h o w n h o w 

fool ish a n d baseless are our p o p u l a r no t ions t h a t the M u s l i m s 

neve r f o u g h t a m o n g s t themselves , o r t h a t t h e y never sough t 

h e l p f rom the H i n d u s to fight w i t h t h e i r fe l low M u s l i m s , 

s h o u l d such a n e v e n t u a l i t y ar ise ! S u l t a n I b r a h i m ' s i s a 

g l a r i n g i n s t ance i n p o i n t . W i t h the he lp o f R a n a S a n g 

S u l t a n I b r a h i m fought w i t h the i n v a d i n g B a b a r at P a n i p a t 

i n A . D . 1626. B u t as I b r a h i m h i m s e l f was k i l l e d on the 

ba t t l e - f i e ld and h is a r m y t o o k to flight R a n a S a n g too h a d 

to re t rea t . W h i l e w a n d e r i n g t h r o u g h forest af ter fores t 

o rgan i s i ng a s t r o n g a r m y t o meet B a b a r a g a i n on the b a t t l e 

field t h i s h i g h - m i n d e d M a h a r a n a S a n g succumbed to i n c u r 

able diseases i n A . D , 1530,** a n d the H i n d u s los t a p rec ious 

d i a d e m . 

MOGHUL DYNASTY FOUNDED AT DELHI 
849, A f t e r t h i s s i g n a l v i c t o r y B a b a r g rasped the S u l t a n 

ate o f D e l h i for h i m s e l f i n A , D , 1526, s e t t i ng aside the 

o r i g i n a l a sp i r an t to t h a t p lace , Subeda r D a u l a t k h a n L o d i o f 

P u n j a b . T h i s was the b e g i n n i n g o f the M o g h u l E m p i r e o f 

D e l h i . 

NOTABLE EVENTS IN THE REMAINING 
PROVINCES OF NORTH INDIA 

AT THE TIME 
850. S I N D H : — T h e reconques t o f S i n d h f rom the A r a b 

hands b y the H i n d u s has a l r e a d y been n o t e d (cf. P a r a g r a p h s 

655 to 656). Those Sumer R a j p u t s r e t a i n e d S i n d h i n t h e i r 

hands t i l l A . D . 1336. I n A . D . 1336 a R a j p u t K i n g n a m e d . 

J a m A f r a , was r u l i n g there as an independen t potentate**. 

The re were cons t an t wars be tween th i s H i n d u m o n a r c h y and-

the S u l t a n s o f D e l h i . F r o m A . D . 1367 to 1380 a H i n d u mona rch -

n a m e d . J a m T i m a j i , r u l e d th i s p r o v i n c e o f S i n d h . H e was 
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succeeded to t h e t h rone b y ano the r E a j p u t p r i n c e , w h o , 

howeve r , because o f m a n y m a l a d i e s , los t h is ba lance o f m i n d 

a n d v o l u n t a r i l y became a M u s l i m * ' . 

851 . B E N G A L — W h e n u l t i m a t e l y i n A . D . 1192 M o h a m 

m a d G h o r i sub juga td the S u l t a n a t e o f D e l h i for ever, he sent 

m a n y v a l o r o u s ch ie f ta ins unde r h i m to subdue the H i n d u 

states r o u n d about . One o f t h e m , B a k h t y a r K h i l j i , overcame 

the H i n d u ru le i n B i h a r a n d B e n g a l i n A . D . 1195 a n d founded 

the M u s l i m r u l e there for the first t ime* ' . O f h i s persecu t ion 

•of the H i n d u s a n d e spec i a l l y o f the B u d d h i s t s a n d t h e i r 

wholesa le c o n v e r s i o n to I s l a m we have a l r e a d y s a i d enough 

i n P a r a g r a p h s N o . 342 to 356. O n th i s v e r y occas ion t h i s 

w i l d fiendish c o m m a n d e r o f the M u s l i m forces r a sed to 

t h e g r o u n d the w o r l d famous U n i v e r s i t y o f Na landa** w h i c h 

h a d a g l o r i o u s t r a d i t i o n o f over five centur ies t o i t s c r ed i t . 

T h e M u s l i m s set fire to the v a s t a n d i n v a l u a b l e c o l l e c t i o n o f 

i n n u m e r a b l e books , w h i c h k e p t b u r n i n g , i t i s s a i d , for s i x 

months**. B u t the M u s l i m s never a l l o w e d a n y b o d y , t o p u t 

the fire d o w n before i t quenched o f i t s e l f a n d eve ry w r i t t e n 

r e c o r d was r e d u c e d t o ashes ! 

W A N T O P A R M E D M I G H T R E N D E R S T H E P O W E R 

S C I N C E A S A L S O T H E P O W E R O F R E L I G I O N M I S E R 

A B L Y H E L P L E S S — O N E M O R E I L L U S T R A T I O N ! 

852 . I n t h a t v a s t b u r n i n g l i b r a r y there were i n n u m e r 

a b l e v a l u a b l e books o f the V e d i c , B u d d h a , J a i n o the r 

r e l i g i o n s . B u t to p ro tec t t h e m f rom fire came ne i ther t h e 

V e d i c G o d s , n o r L o r d B u d d h a , no , n o t even L o r d J i n ! T h e 

a c t u a l a r m e d m i g h t o f the devotees is t h e o n l y a rmed s t r e n 

g t h the G o d s seem to have ! 

853 . I n t h e e n d B a k h t y a r K h i l j i conquered the l a s t o f 

the S e n K i n g s a n d af ter a n n e x i n g B e n g a l s t a r t ed h i s 

c a m p a i g n o f the wholesa le convers ion o f the H i n d u s t o 

Is lam^". 

854. T h e M u s l i m Subedar s themselves r ebe l l ed f r o m 

t i m e t o t i m e aga ins t the p a r a m o u n t power o f D e l h i a n d c a l l 

i n g themselves the S u l t a n s o f B e n g a l , r u l e d the p r o v i n c e 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y . F a k r u d d i n was the first o f t h e m to f o u n d h i s 
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i n d e p e n d e n t s w a y over B e n g a l i n A . D . 1347*^. S ince t h e n 

these A f g h a n S u l t a n s r u l e d the p r o v i n c e t i l l A . D . 1576. Once 

i n the m e a n t i m e i n A . D . 1386 a H i n d u J a m i n d a r n a m e d 

K a n s o v e r t h r e w th i s A f g h a n ru l e a n d es tab l i shed H i n d u 

p o w e r i n B e n g a P * . W h e n th i s K i n g K a n s d i e d i n A . D . 

1392 h is son J i t m a l l a came to the throne o f B e n g a l . B u t to 

the greater d i s c r e d i t o f the H i n d u s there th i s H i n d u K i n g 

J i t m a l l a once h a d the w a n t o n capr ice to cour t I s l a m a n d he 

changed h i s name to J a l a l u d d i n ^ ' ! A n d to the greater shame 

o f the H i n d u s be i t s a i d t h a t no t a s ingle H i n d u t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e who le o f B e n g a l c ame f o r w a r d to chast ise J a l a l u d d i n for 

t h i s n a t i o n a l c r i m e . T h e y acquiesced i n the M u s l i m d o m i 

n a t i o n w i t h o u t a m u r m u r ! 

855. One more capable H i n d u J a m i n d a r w h o was a 

p r o u d adheren t o f H i n d u i s m h a d n e a r l y managed to do as 

m u c h . B u t h is efforts t oo ended i n d i sas te r . O f the few 

b r a v e H i n d u w a r r i o r s w h o rose i n r e b e l l i o n aga ins t the 

M u s l i m s a n d fought t o o t h a n d n a i l , the o n l y one who can be 

r a n k e d a l o n g w i t h R a n a P r a t a p a n d B a b a B a n d a was 

M a h a r a j a P r a t a p a d i t y a o f J a s h o d h a r . A l t h o u g h h is sphere 

o f a c t i v i t y was n o t v e r y large a n d a l t h o u g h for w a n t o f 

a c t i v e a n d po t en t s u p p o r t f r om the H i n d u c o m m u n i t y he was 

i n the end defea ted , his name w i l l ever be remembered i n 

the h i s t o r y o f H I N D U independence movemen t ! 

856. K A S H M I R : — P o r w a n t o f space i t is enough to say 

here t h a t w h i l e the M u s l i m s were w a n t o n l y sub juga t ing 

•Gujra th , M a l w a a n d other p r o v i n c e s o f n o r t h I n d i a , K a s h m i r 

was c o m p l e t e l y i m m u n e f r o m the M u s l i m influence t i l l the 

f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y o f the C h r i s t i a n era , be ing governed b y 

t h e H i n d u K i n g s , somet imes po t en t enough , a t others 

m i l d y , bu t a l w a y s i n d e p e n d e n t l y ! T h e las t o f i t s H i n d u K i n g s 

was Sendev . T h e h i s t o r y o f K a s h m i r is w r i t t e n by P a n d i t 

K a l h a n u n d e r the name " R a j t a r a n g i n i " . T h i s Sendev h a d 

a p p o i n t e d one M u s l i m , n a m e d S h a h m i r or Mirza** , to be some 

official o f the s t a te a n d l a t e r on r a i s ed h i m f rom pos t t o 

pos t , u n t i l he was made the C h i e f M i n i s t e r o f the S ta te . 

W h a t h a p p e n e d elsewhere i n the h i s t o r y o f m a n y H i n d u Sta tes 
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a lso happened here a n d af ter the dea th of S e n d e v th i s v e r y 

M u s l i m M i n i s t e r t r eache rous ly d e s t r o y e d th i s H i n d u S t a t e 

o n the s t r eng th o f a v e r y c l e v e r l y p reconce ived p l a n , a n d 

usu rped the th rone o f K a s h m i r under the t i t l e 'Shamsuddin'^*» 

857. O f course, jus t as the H i n d u s u l t i m a t e l y l i b e r a t e d 

the whole o f I n d i a f r o m the M u s l i m hands s i m i l a r l y o u r 

H i n d u S i k h s a n d D o g r a s n o t o n l y freed K a s h m i r f rom t h e 

M u s l i m bondage b u t t h e y also m a r c h e d v i c t o r i o u s l y to-

L a d d a k h on one s ide a n d to G i l g i t o n the o ther a n d p r o u d l y 

p l a n t e d the H i n d u s t a n d a r d there—but af ter fighting m a n y 

g r i m ba t t l e s a n d i n course o f t ime—some cen tu r i e s 

a f te rwards ! 



C H A P T E R X I X 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GLORIOUS NEW 
HINDU EMPIRE OF VIJAYNAGAR 

858. P o r the be t te r convenience o f the reader i t i s 
-advisable to r e c a l l a t the v e r y outset the ch rono logy o f 
•certain events. T h e first f o re ign—espec i a l l y n o n - H i n d u — 
large scale aggress ion o n the D e c c a n was the one b y A U a 
u d d i n on D e v g i r i i n A . D . 1294. I t was foUowed w i t h 
p r e c i p i t a t e has te b y three or four such t r emendous m i l i t a r y 
o x p e d i t i o n s up to A . D . 1318 under the i n t r e p i d ye t c r u e l 
M u s l i m commander s l i k e M a l i q K a f u r a n d K h u s h r u k h a n , 
w h o r u t h l e s s l y fo rced conve r s ion u p o n thousands of H i n d u s . 
D u r i n g these twenty- f ive years o r so the M u s l i m s o v e r - r a n 
p r a c t i c a l l y the who le o f the D e c c a n and w i p e d out o f 
ex i s tence five o r s i x anc ien t , famous a n d s t r o n g H i n d u K i n g 
d o m s f r o m D e v g i r i to M a l a b a r . 

8 5 8 - A . H o w s o e v e r shamefu l a n d s t i g m a t i c t h i s h i s t o r i c a l 
f ac t m i g h t be to the pres t ige a n d self-respect o f the H i n d u 
N a t i o n , the Deccanese H i n d u heroes, too , s w a l l o w e d u p , as 
i t were, i n one d raugh t , as t he i r anc ien t ancestor , A g a s t i R i s h i , 
•did o f yore , the d o o m s d a y flood o f the M u s l i m w a r r i o r s a n d 
h a r d l y w i t h i n a decade or so sha t t e red the Su l t ana t e o f D e l h i 
t o pieces ! T h e y r a i s e d i n i t s p lace , a t l ea s t i n the D e c c a n , 
a g r a n d v i c t o r i o u s H i n d u E m p i r e o f V i j a y n a g a r . T h e l i g h t n 
i n g - l i k e speed w i t h w h i c h t h e y ach ieved a l l t h i s i s also so 
c r e d i t a b l e to the H i n d u N a t i o n , t h a t we s h o u l d , for ever , be 
p r o u d o f t h e m a n d gra te fu l to t h e m . 

859. F o r even before the w h o l e o f the D e c c a n was 
sub juga ted i n A . D . 1318, some o f the indefa t igab le H i n d u 
leaders , h i g h l y a m b i t i o u s o f r e - e s t ab l i sh ing H i n d u sway over 
the D e c c a n w i t h o u t d e l a y h a d a l r eady b e g u n e s t ab l i sh ing 

secre t con tac t s w i t h K h u s h r u k h a n h imse l f . T h e K h a n 
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cher ished i n h i s m i n d d a r i n g p l a n s o f d i s p a t c h i n g S u l t a n 

M u b a r i k af ter r each ing D e l h i a n d c r o w n i n g h i m s e l f as S u l t a n 

i n his s t ead . B u t he k n e w f u l l w e l l t h a t i n th i s courageous 

b i d for power even the b i t t e res t o f the M u s l i m enemies o f t h e 

r u l i n g S u l t a n w o u l d n o t have h e l p e d h i m i n the leas t . B u t 

he c o u l d expect pass ive , even ac t i ve , suppo r t f rom the H i n d u 

Chiefs or S i r d a r s . F o r K h u s h r u k h a n h i m s e l f h a d become 

mos t i m p a t i e n t to t ea r off h is t a w d r y guise o f M o h a m m a -

d a n i s m , w h i c h was fo rced u p o n h i m , v e r y m u c h aga ins t b i s 

w i l l , a n d to appear i n h i s o r i g i n a l H i n d u f o r m . N a t u r a l l y 

secret r epor t s a n d s landerous c o m p l a i n t s c o n s t a n t l y reached 

the cour t o f S u l t a n M u b a r i k a t D e l h i t h a t K h u s h r u k h a n 

was i n c o l l u s i o n w i t h the r e c e n t l y o v e r p o w e r e d H i n d u chiefs 

a n d leaders o f H i n d u S o c i e t y , a n d t h a t some d e e p - l a i d 

mys t e r i ous p l a n was afoot . T h e reader s h o u l d refer t o a 

connec ted a n d p l aus ib l e account o f th i s w h o l e affair , so f a r 

as i t can be deduced f rom these v a r i o u s sca t te red b i t s o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t are so far a v a i l a b l e to us. (Paragraphs 754 

to 782) . 

860. T h e founders o f the E m p i r e o f V i j a y n a g a r , H a r i -

h a r a n d B u k k a , were the t w o sons o f S a n g a m of the anc ien t 

Y a d a v fami ly^ . T h e y were e m p l o y e d a t the cour t o f 

A n a g o n d i * . D u r i n g the t u r b u l e n t t imes f o l l o w i n g the M u s l i m 

conquests o f D e v g i r i a n d W a r a n g a l i n the r e i g n o f A U a u d d i n 

the K i n g d o m o f A n a g o n d i , too , was ove rpowered b y the 

M u s l i m s . A n a g o n d i i t s e l f o r some p lace n e a r b y was t h e 

fo rmer c i t y o f K i s h k i n d h a o f W a l l , as the f o l k l o r e goes*. 

A f t e r the d o w n f a l l o f A n a g o n d i H a r i h a r a n d B u k k a were 

t a k e n as cap t ives to D e l h i i n A . D . 1327 a n d were conver t ed 

there to I s l am* . L a t e r on b e i n g p leased w i t h t h e i r b e h a v i o u r 

and e x c e p t i o n a l a b i l i t y , the S u l t a n sent t h e m b o t h w i t h a 

new e x p e d i t i o n to fight w i t h the H i n d u s i n A . D . 1331, w i t h 

h igher a u t h o r i t y a n d respons ib le posts*. B u t as soon as t h e y 

came to the D e c c a n , — 
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MOST PROBABLY AS PER A PRECONCEIVED 
PLAN 

861 . T h e y p a i d a v i s i t to the t h e n ch i e f p recep to r o f 

Sankeshwar M a t h , Shree S h a n k a r a c h a r y a V i d y a r a n y a s w a m i 

w h o was a s k i l l e d p o l i t i c i a n t o o . I m m e d i a t e l y the S h a n k a 

r a c h a r y a h i m s e l f r e - conve r t ed these t w o c o n v e r t e d H i n d u s * 

w h o p r o m p t l y r a i s ed a H i n d u a r m y a n d defeated the M u s l i m 

hos t w h i c h t h e y themselves h a d l ed a sho r t t i m e ago. S o o n 

i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h S h a n k a r a c h a r y a V i d y a r a n y a s w a m i a n d 

m a n y o ther b r a v e H i n d u leaders , i t was d e c i d e d t o f o u n d a n 

independen t sove re ign s ta te o n the b a n k s o f the r i v e r 

T u n g b h a d r a ' . T h e c a p i t a l was e s t ab l i shed a t the n e w l y 

founded c i t y o f V i j a y n a g a r Av^hich bespoke o f H i n d u v i c t o r y . 

T h e reins o f th i s k i n g d o m were p l a c e d i n the hands o f Shree 

H a r i h a r i n A . D . 1336 w h i l e S h r i V i d y a r a n y a h i m s e l f became 

h i s ch i e f minis ter* . 

862. A t t h i s v e r y stage i t i s a d v i s a b l e t o e x p l a i n one 

e n i g m a t i c episode w h i c h is n o t y e t so e x p l a i n e d b y h i s t o r i a n s . 

T h e even t i n ques t ion is the t ransfer o f the c a p i t a l f r o m 

D e l h i t o D e v g i r i b y M o h a m m a d T u g h l a k , w h o is cons idered 

' c r a z y ' b u t w h o was , i n fact , a ' l e a r n e d fool*, w i t h o u t a n y 

p r a c t i c a l sense. H i s d e c i s i o n to shif t the C a p i t a l o f h i s 

E m p i r e f r o m D e l h i to D e v g i r i i s cons ide red to be h i s w a y w a r d 

c a p r i c e . B u t i t was n o t a pu re w h i m o f h i s . I t was t o 

conso l ida t e h i s v i c t o r i e s i n the D e c c a n t h a t were ga ined b y 

h i s generals a n d t o ru l e t h a t r eg ion effect ively t h a t he 

t h o u g h t o f h a v i n g h i s c a p i t a l i n i t s ve ry mids t* . A g a i n h i s 

p r e c i p i t a t e d e c i s i o n to sh i f t h i s c a p i t a l b a c k to D e l h i w h i c h 

resu l t ed i n u n t o l d sufferings for the people was also n o t h i s 

pure c a p r i c e . I n fact , i t was for the las t t en yea r s o r so 

t h a t the M u s l i m ru l e seemed to have s t a b i l i z e d i t s e l f i n t h e 

D e c c a n , b u t i t was mos t h u m i l i a t i n g a n d so mos t ha t e fu l a n d 

unbea rab le t o the H i n d u s . So a l l the H i n d u k i n g s , a l l t he 

H i n d u re l ig ious preachers a n d l aw-g ivers a n d H i n d u peop le 

a t large were p r e p a r i n g f e v e r i s h l y t h o u g h sec re t ly t o 

o v e r t h r o w t h a t a l i e n r u l e " , a n d the M u s l i m a r m y h a d a l so , 

g r o w n p a n i c k y about such a n a r m e d r i s i n g . T h e S u l t a n 
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r e a l i z e d the grave danger o f h is be ing i n v o l v e d i n the meshes 
o f t h i s H i n d u r e v o l t a n d the p o s s i b i l i t y o f h is be ing d e s t r o y 
ed c o m p l e t e l y . T h a t i s w h y he h u r r i e d l y sh i f t ed h i s c a p i t a l 
b a c k to D e l h i , fa r to the n o r t h — n o t s i m p l y because h i s cap r i ce 
d i c t a t e d i t ! A s a m a t t e r o f fact i t was the p a n i c abou t t h i s 
g r o w i n g a r m e d s t r eng th o f the H i n d u s t h a t caused a l l these 
c r a z y a n d c o n t r a d i c t o r y moves o f h is ! 

863. One more i m p o r t a n t event o f t h i s t i m e has e q u a l l y 
ba fSed the h i s t o r i ans , bu t i t is f a r too s t range to be set 
a s ide . I t i s t h i s S a n g a m whose y o u n g sons, H a r i h a r a n d 
B u k k a , were t a k e n cap t ives b y the M u s l i m s , was i n f ac t , 
c lo se ly r e l a t e d to the K i n g s o f A n a g o n d i a n d W a r a n g a l . 
N a t u r a l l y these t w o sons were a lso f a i r l y w e l l connec ted w i t h 
these r o y a l f a m i l i e s . I t was fo r th i s p a r t i c u l a r reason t h a t 
M o h a m m a d T u g h l a k t o o k t h e m to D e l h i a n d c o n v e r t e d 
t h e m to I s l a m . O n m a n y H i n d u k i n g s a n d p r inces h a d 
f a l l e n t h i s c a l a m i t y o f be ing f o r c i b l y conver t ed to I s l a m , b u t 
even i f t h e y escaped a f t e rwards f rom such a c a l a m i t y , t h e y 
h a d , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , no hope o f b e i n g a b s o r b e d i n the H i n d u 
s o c i e t y . T h e s t u m b l i n g b l o c k was t h a t o f the b a n o n 
r econve r s ion t o H i n d u i s m . (Paras 379 to 403). H o w t h e n 
a n d f rom w h a t source, d i d t h i s i n s p i r a t i o n ar ise , w h i c h 
a c t u a t e d the t w o y o u n g w a r r i o r s , H a r i h a r a n d B u k k a , t o seek 
r econve r s ion t o H i n d u i s m , w h i c h aga in emboldened S h a n k a r a 
c h a r y a V i d y a r a n y a s w a m i to pres ide ove r a n d effect t h i s 
r e -cover s ion , t o t a l l y d i s r e g a r d i n g the s t aunch p u b l i c o p p o s i 
t i o n a n d a l l the ru les a n d regula t ions l a i d d o w n i n the 
i n t e r p o l a t e d chap te r o n K a l i v a r j y a P r a k a r n a , a n d w h i c h 
finally made m a n y o the r H i n d u m e n of a c t i o n to f o l l o w u p 
t h i s new movemen t ? 

864. T h e answer to t h i s r i d d l i n g ques t i on is to be 
f o u n d i n the unpreceden ted p o l i t i c o - r e l i g i o u s r e v o l u t i o n 
b r o u g h t about some ten or twe lve years ago b y the H i n d u 
S a m r a t D h a r m a r a k s h a k ( N a s i r - u d - d i n ) ac D e l h i . P o r S u l t a n 
N a s i r - u d - d i n h i m s e l f was o r i g i n a l l y a H i n d u , who was f o r c i b y 
c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m . B u t because o f the fondness a n d i n f a t u a 
t i o n of A U a u d d i n a n d h i s son he w a s g i v e n the t i t l e o f 
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K h u s h r u k h a n a n d was g r a d u a l l y r a i s ed to be the commander 

o f a huge M u s l i m a r m y to i nvade the S o u t h . T i l l the 

moment he became suflSciently p o w e r f u l , K h u s h r u k h a n 

o u t w a r d l y m a i n t a i n e d h i s M u s l i m garb ; bu t as soon as he 

r e t u r n e d f r o m h i s sou the rn c a m p a i g n he cu t off the M u s l i m 

S u l t a n , M u b a r i k , a n d c r o w n e d h i m s e l f as H i n d u E m p e r o r 

p r o u d l y p r o c l a i m i n g t h a t he was o r i g i n a l l y a H i n d u a n d t h a t 

he was re -embrac ing t h a t r e l i g i o n once a g a i n . N o t content 

w i t h t h i s , he r e c o n v e r t e d hundreds o f such u n h a p p y conver t s 

t o H i n d u i s m , a n d changed the M u s l i m M a s j i d s i n t o H i n d u 

T e m p l e s ! T h e e x c i t i n g news o f th i s unhea rd o f bu t success

f u l , a t t a c k o f H i n d u t w a (fffc^) u p o n the M u s l i m empi re a n d 

M u s l i m r e l i g i o n , h a d a l r e a d y reached the fa r thes t corners o f 

I n d i a . N a t u r a l l y w h e n H a r i h a r a n d B u k k a were s t a t i o n e d 

a t D e l h i as c a p t i v e M u s l i m conver t s a t the orders o f the 

M u s l i m S u l t a n , t hey mus t have hea rd the e x c i t e d d iscuss ions 

abou t th i s v e r y recent h a p p e n i n g , w h i c h m u s t have egged 

t h e m o n t o a t t e m p t some such seemingly imposs ib l e feat o f 

escaping t o t h e D e c c a n w i t h a l a rge a r m y . So they m u s t 

h a v e s i m u l a t e d t o M o h a m m e d T u g h l a k t h a t they were 

s t a u n c h M u s l i m s a n d as such dese rved his fu l les t confidence, 

a n d t h a t i s w h y M o h a m m e d T u g h l a k a p p o i n e d H a r i h a r a n d 

B u k k a a t the h e a d o f the M u s l i m a r m y i n t h a t r e g i o n . W h e n 

M i o h a m m e d T u g h l a k sh i f t ed h is c a p i t a l f r om D e v g i r i t o 

D e l h i he c o u l d n o t keep sufficient a r m y i n the S o u t h to 

p ro t ec t the i m p e r i a l t e r r i t o r y i n the D e c c a n . So when the 

news o f the p robab le r i s i n g o f the H i n d u s came to h is ears, 

he dec ided to send these t w o wa r r i o r s to s t r eng then the 

i m p e r i a l p o s i t i o n i n the sou th because i n the first p lace t h e y 

were c lose ly connec ted w i t h the r o y a l H i n d u f ami l i e s o f the 

D e c c a n a n d second ly because t hey were now t r u s t w o r t h y 

M u s l i m s . H a r i h a r a n d B u k k a , t oo , go t the w i s h e d for o p p o r 

t u n i t y a n d showed a l l the eagerness to execute the t a s k s set 

t o t h e m . I t was an es t ab l i shed prac t ice o f the Su l t ans o f 

D e l h i to send the c o n v e r t e d H i n d u s to ex t end the i m p e r i a l 

l )oundar i e s a n d such a t t emp t s bore r i c h f r u i t , as can be seen 

i n the case o f M a l i q K a f u r a n d others . W i t h the a p p a r e n t 
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d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o des t roy the H i n d u r e v o l t s i n the D e c c a n , 
H a r i h a r a n d B u k k a t o o k leave o f the S u l t a n a n d w i t h the 
M u s l i m a r m y w e n t s t r a igh t t o t h e i r o w n Sta tes o f A n a g o n d i 
a n d W a r a n g a l . 

865 . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e y m u s t have passed on t o 
Shree S w a m i V i d y a r a n y a a n d the rest o f the H i n d u k i n g s i n 
u n m i s t a k a b l e te rms the i n f o r m a t i o n as to t h e i r secret p l a n s 
a n d t h e i r r ea l i n t e n t i o n , l o n g before t h e y reached t h e 
D e c c a n . T h e y h a d g i v e n S u l t a n M o h a m m e d T u g h l a k t h e 
s l i p and were n o w to embrace H i n d u i s m o p e n l y . H i n d u 
S a m r a t N a s i r - u d - d i n ' s successful m i l t a r y coup i n D e l h i h a d 
a l r e a d y g i v e n the i m p e t u s t o the Deccanese P r i n c e s a n d t h e 
pr ies t s l i k e S h a n k a r a c h a r y a . N a t u r a l l y w i t h the a p p r o v a l 
o f H a r i h a r a n d B u k k a , V i d y a r a n y a s w a m i a n d o the r H i n d u 
leaders dec ided to recover t t h e m t o H i n d u i s m w i t h t h e 
c e r e m o n i a l r i t e s . 

866. O u r obse rva t i on a t the e n d o f the Seven tee th 
C h a p t e r t ha t the p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h Shree D h a r m a 
r a k s h a k (Nas i r -ud -d in ) effected a t D e l h i h a d f a r - r e a c h i n g 
consequences can a lso be p r o v e d b y the influence t h a t grea t 
event exe r t ed on the es tab l i shment o f the E m p i r e o f V i j a y 
nagar . E v e n t h e n t h a t great even t has been so fa r r e fe r red 
t o w i t h con t empt a n d i n i n s u l t i n g t e rms ! I t o n l y shows 
t h a t m o d e r n h i s t o r i c a l t ex t -books l a c k the H i n d u p o i n t o f 
v i e w , a n d hence t hey are m e r e l y b l i n d to some such events ! 

867. The p r o u d ach ievement o f the H i n d u genera t ion 
w h i c h es tab l i shed the new H i n d u E m p i r e o f V a i j a y n a g a r has 
no t been su f i i c i en t ly g lo r i f i ed i n H i n d u h i s to r ies . T h e case o f 
M a d h a v a c h a r y a , the S h a n k a r a c h a r y a o f S a n k e s h w a r , V i d y a 
r a n y a s w a m i is the one i n p o i n t . I t has a l r e a d y been p o i n t e d 
o u t h o w grea t a p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n a r y t h i s e x c e p t i o n a l 
p e r s o n a l i t y was ! B u t the f ac t t h a t he was a n e q u a l l y grea t 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n ma t t e r s o f r e l i g i o n , can be p r o v e d b y hi& 
r e p u d i a t i o n o f the o l d t r a d i t i o n s b y r e - c o n v e r t i n g the t w o 
p r inces , H a r i h a r and B u k k a . I n a s i m i l a r w a y he was the 
synacure o f the then l e a r n e d - w o r l d . H e w r o t e s e v e r a l 
t rea t ises o n severa l subjects, o f w h i c h ' S a r w a d a r s h a n S a n g r a h ' 
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a n d ' P a n c h a d a s h i ' are the mos t r e n o w n e d . N o o ther a b l e r 

S h a n k a r a c h a r y a seems to have ascended the seat o f S h r i n g e r i 

o r a n y o the r m o n a s t e r y after the F i r s t S h a n k a r a c h a r y a f 

E s p e c i a l l y h i s a r ch d i p l o m a c y a n d p o l i t i c a l w i s d o m seen i n 

the r a p i d g r o w t h o f the H i n d u E m p i r e o f V i j a y n a g a r i n t h e 

t ee th o f M u s l i m o p p o s i t i o n bears no compar i son ! 

8 6 7 - A . I n d e e d the names o f V i d y a r a n y a s w a m i , o f t h e 

w a r r i o r k i n g s , H a r i h a r a n d B u k k a , H a r i h a r the second, w h o 

t o o k the p r o u d t i t l e o f Maha ra j a r i h i r a j , a n d h is C h i e f M i n i s t e r 

S a y a n a o h a r y a — t h e b ro the r o f V i d a y a r a n y a s w a m i , whose 

c r i t i q u e o f the V e d a s is s t i l l accep ted as an a u t h o r i t y , 

M a h a r a j a d h i r a j a K r i s h n a d e v r a y a n d the l a s t b u t n o t the l ea s t , 

M a h a r a j a d h i r a j a R a m r a i a lso, w h o h a d in f l i c t ed c r u s h i n g 

defeats i n r a p i d success ion on a l l the five M u s l i m Sta tes i n 

M a h a r a s h t r a viz., A d i l s h a h i , N i z a m s h a h i a n d others , b u t 

who was i n the e n d k i l l e d i n the foref ront o f the b l o o d y 

b a t t l e aga ins t the c o m b i n e d M u s l i m forces, s h o u l d r e a l l y b e 

h o n o u r e d i n every home a n d be remembered b y e v e r y b o d y 

as are those o f R a n a P r a t a p , R a j a C h h a t r a s a l , G o v i n d S inh^ 

C h a i t a n y a , B a n d a B a i r a g i a n d o the r g rea t men o f those 

t imes . 

B u t t o d a y N o r t h - I n d i a n H i n d u s seem to h a v e n e v e r 

h e a r d o f t h e m w h i l e i n the S o u t h h a r d l y one i n a t h o u s a n d 

seems t o k n o w t h e m b u t f a i n t l y , T h i s is mos t shameful 

for the H i n d u s a n d t h i s s tate o f t h ings m u s t be changed 

f o r t h w i t h . 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BAHAMANI 
KINGDOM 

868. Seeing the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f the sovere ign p o w e r 

o f the S u l t a n o f D e l h i , set afoot b y the H i n d u S ta te o f 

V i j a y n a g a r i n the sou th , H a s s a n G a n g u , the M u s l i m G o v e r n o r 

of the S o u t h e r n M u s l i m possessions, r e v o l t e d a g a i n s t t h e 

D e l h i S u l t a n a t e a n d p r o c l a i m e d h i m s e l f S u l t a n o f the s o -

c a l l e d B a h a m a n i K i n g d o m i n A . D . 1346. H i s d o m a i n spread 

f rom the N a r m a d a i n the n o r t h to the K r i s h n a i n the s o u t y i . 

T h e ru le rs o f D e l h i c o m p l e t e l y los t t h e i r h o l d o n the south,. 
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w h i c h was n o w to be r u l e d b y t w o p r o m i n e n t powers : T h e 
B a h a m a n i K i n g s and the H i n d u P r i n c e s of V i j a y n a g a r . T h e 
name B a h a m a n i , w h i c h H a s s a n G a n g u a d o p t e d for h i s k i n g d o m 
is e x p l a i n e d a w a y b y the h i s t o r i a n s i n t w o different w a y s . 
I t seems t h a t t h i s H a s s a n G a n g u was a d o m e s t i c se rvan t 
w i t h a H i n d u B r a h m i n , n a m e d G a n g u , w h e n the fo rmer was 
b u t a s l ave . P l e a s e d w i t h h i s l o y a l se rv ice , the B r a h m i n 
l o o k e d i n t o h is horoscope a n d p r o p h e s i e d t h a t the s lave 
H a s s a n w o u l d , somet ime i n the future , become a k i n g . M a d 
w i t h j o y to hear t h i s p rophesy H a s s a n began to s t y l e h i m s e l f 
as H a s s a n G a n g u , a n d when he a c t u a l l y got the sovere ign 
power ove r the Deccanese sector o f the M u s l i m empi re , he 
d e s i g n a t e d i t as the B a h a m a n i k i n g d o m t h i n k i n g i t to be the 
f r u i t o f blessings o f h is former B r a h m i n m a s t e r " . Some o ther 
h i s to r i ans suggest ano the r d e r i v a t i o n fo r the name B a h a m a n i 
K i n g d o m . T h e y say t h a t perhaps H a s s a n G a n g u m i g h t have 
f e l t tha t he be longed to the B a h a m a n i s tock , a p r i n c e l y l i n e 
age f r o m P e r s i a . I f i t be so, w h y d i d H a s s a n cont inue t i l l the 
e n d to c a l l h i m s e l f H a s s a n G a n g u w h i c h c l e a r l y referred to 
h is B r a h m i n mas te r ? M o r e o v e r , w h a t proofs are there t o show 
h i s descent f r o m the P e r s i a n B a h a m a n i r o y a l f a m i l y ? T h e r e 
is none f o r t h c o m i n g so fa r ! 

869. T h i s B a h a m a n i K i n g d o m a n d the V i j a y n a g a r 
empi re h a d a c o m m o n b o u n d a r y , the T u n g b h a d r a r i v e r . 
N a t u r a l l y i n t e r m i t t e n t warfare be tween these t w o r i v a l s ta tes 
was the resul t . Those w h o w a n t t o r e a d a more d e t a i l e d 
accoun t o f the V i j a y n a g a r e m p i r e a n d i t s w a r s w i t h the 
B a h a m a n i K i n g d o m s h o u l d r e a d w i t h profi t t w o books viz : 
(i) ' T h e F o r g o t t e n E m p i r e ' b y E o b e r t S w e l l a n d (ii) ' T h e 
N e v e r T o B e F o r g o t t e n E m p i r e ' b y D r . S. K r i s h n a s w a m i 
Ai j^anagar . T h e second b o o k so to say is a n answer , a t 
least to a c e r t a in ex t en t , to the first one b y an E n g l i s h 
s c h o l a r " . 

870. A s t h i s one, far f rom being a b o o k o f h i s t o r y , i s 
i n fact an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f h i s t o r y (as we h a v e been s a y i n g 
f rom the beginning , ) we s h a l l r e s t r i c t ourselves to those 
even t s o n l y w h i c h are r e l e v a n t to our purpose . F o r there 
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is no r o o m here fo r a n y d e t a i l e d h i s t o r i c a l a ccoun t . 

FOUNDATION 

THE BUILDING OF THE CITY OF VIJAYNAGAR 
8 7 1 . T h e s i te se lec ted o n the b a n k s of , the T u n g a b h a d r a 

for the c a p i t a l c i t y o f V i j a y n a g a r b y the great H i n d u 

leaders o f the d a y such as V i d y a r a n y a s w a m i and o thers , 

was f r o m the a r c h i t e c t u r a l a n d m i l i t a r y p o i n t s o f v i e w s , so 

beau t i fu l a n d w e l l fo r t i f i ed , s u r r o u n d e d as i t was b y h i l l s 

o n the three sides a n d a deep r i v e r on the f o u r t h , t h a t t h e 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l a n d m i l i t r a y a c u m e n i n the se lec t ion o f th i s 

s i te has been h i g h l y p ra i sed b y the s eve ra l fo re ign t r a v e l 

lers we l l -ve r sed i n these t w o sciences^*. There was as i t 

were a n a t u r a l f o r t i f i c a t i o n f o r th i s vas t c i t y . The re were 

seven s t rong enclosures , one w i t h i n the o ther , r o u n d t h i s 

c i t y o f V i j aynaga r^^ . I n e v e r y one o f these enclosures there 

were majes t ic b u i l d i n g s , b e a u t i f u l l y c a r v e d t emples , a n d 

r i c h pa laces a n d p leasan t lakes^*. O n a l l these b u i l d i n g s , 

t emples and r o y a l pa laces flew the saffron c o l o u r e d (vjq^J flag 

m a s k e d w i t h a g o l d e n cup . F o r , the a u t h o r i z e d s t a n d a r d 

o f V i j a y n a g a r was the same t r a d i t i o n a l flag o f the H i n d u 

N a t i o n , t h e saff ron-coloured banner ! 

872. O f a l l these t emples the grandest , mos t magn i f i 

cent a n d spacious was t h a t o f Shree N u r s i n h , for he was 

the p r e s i d i n g d e i t y o f the r o y a l f a m i l y o f V i j a y n a g a r ^ ' . I n 

as m u c h as v e r y few temples are f o u n d to be d e d i c a t e d to 

t h i s G o d , N u r s i n h , t h r o u g h o u t the l e n g t h a n d b r e a d t h o f 

I n d i a , the genius a n d p r a c t i c a l sense those k i n g s o f V i j a y 

n a g a r who chose fo r t h e i r d a i l y w o r s h i p th i s i n c a r n a t i o n o f 

N u r s i n h f r o m amongs t m a n y others o f the H i n d u p a n t h e o n , 

are u n d o u b t e d l y p r a i s e w o r t h y . 

873 . F o r i n those days o f b i t t e r warfare be tween the 

mos t c r u e l a n d d i a b o l i c M u s l i m i nvade r s o n the one h a n d 

a n d on the o ther the t o l e r an t H i n d u Soc i e ty e m a s c u l a t e d 

to suffer p e r s e c u t i o n a n d i n d i g n i t i e s to the l a s t l i m i t s o f 

endurance b y the thought less p r each ing o f the B u d d h i s t cu l t 
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f rom the d a y s o f G a u t a m B u d d h a h imSel f , i t was t h i s i n c a r 
n a t i o n o f N u r s i n h w h i c h c o u l d i n s p i r e i n spineless H i n d u s 
o f the d a y i n s t i n c t i v e a n d effective r e a c t i o n to r e t a l i a t e 
e v e r y w r o n g done t hem, a n d a lso v i o l e n t v a l o u r w h i c h c o u l d 
s t r i k e t e r ro r i n the hear t s o f the enemy. 

874. ŝrftr ^ ŝfsnr: T T T ^ I T I ^m\fk% ^ ^ Trfe: ii 

(Those d u l l - w i t t e d who do n o t behave k n a v i s h l y w i t h base 
a n d c r a f t y rogues i n v a r i a b l y cour t f a i l u r e ! A p o l i t e pe r son 
s h o u l d be t r ea ted p o l i t e l y w h i l e a c ra f ty s c o u n d r e l s h o u l d 
be des t royed b y super-craft . ) 

T H E S E L F - S A M E S T O R Y O F N U R S I J S I H 
I T S E L F T E L L S 

t h a t no t w i t h the p e r v e r t e d v i r t u e s o f P r a l h a d b u t A v i t h the 
c r u e l , c r a f t y measures a lone c o u l d t h a t d e m o n , H i r a n y a -
k a s h i p u , be k i l l e d . 

875 . Shree S h a n k a r h a d blessed H i r a n y a k a s h i p u w i t h 
a b o o n t h a t he w o u l d n o t be k i l l e d b y any m a n o r beast , 
w i t h a n y weapon or m i s s i l e , o r d i n a r y or cha rmed w i t h m a g i c 
power , on the e a r t h o r i n the sk ies , ne i ther b y d a y no r b y 
n i g h t , ne i the r i n no r out ! B u t m y s t e r i o u s l y enough a n 
effective exped ien t was f o u n d for every one o f these t h o u g h t 
less t e rms of the e q u a l l y thought less boon a n d the enemy 
o f the G o d s , the i n v i n c i b l e d e m o n , H i r a n y a k a s h i p u , was 
k i l l e d by a n i n c a r n a t i o n w h i c h was ne i ther p u r e l y h u m a n 
n o r p u r e l y beas ty , b u t a m i x t u r e o f b o t h , a t t w i l i g h t , on 
t h e t h r e s h o l d , t a k i n g h i m o n the l a p a n d b y c u t t i n g open h is 
s t o m a c h w i t h h is sharp t a l o n s ! 

8 7 5 - A . I t i s t h i s firightfnl i n c a r n a t i o n o f G o d , whose 
w h o l e b o d y has been besmeared w i t h the spouts o f b l o o d 
e m a n a t i n g f r o m the d y i n g b o d y of the w i c k e d demon, r e n d i n g 
the w h o l e u n i v e r s e v. ' i th h i s h o r r i b l e war-cr ies , a n d a t whose 
fu r ious v i sage , made ten- t imes more t e r r i b l e b y h is bea rd 
s t a n d i n g erect , even the G o d s themse lves were a l a r m e d a n d 
began to reques t h i m to c a l m d o w n , t h a t a N a t i o n w i s h i n g 
to keep i t s e l f a l i v e i n t h i s d i a b o l i c w a r r i n g w o r l d s h o u l d 
w o r s h i p as the e m b l e m o f the h i g h p e a k o f n a t i o n a l v a l o u r ! 
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876 . T h i s s t o r y a lso i m p l i e s ano ther nob le p r i n c i p l e , 

t ha t a l t h o u g h the o u t w a r d appearance o f h i s v i o l e n t i n c a r 

n a t i o n o f N u r s i n h was fierce a n d r epe l l an t , i t s hea r t was 

t ha t o f a h u m a n be ing , made o f the ' m i l k o f h u m a n 

k i n d n e s s ' . I t s merci less v a l o u r a lso is mos t e ssen t ia l , even 

u n a v o i d a b l e , to the d e v e l o p m e n t o f ' h u m a n k i n d n e s s ' ! F o r 

t h i s v i o l e n t ac t o f t e a r i n g open the en t r a i l s o f H i r a n y a -

k a s h i p u , a reck less t y r a n t , a t e r ro r to Gods a n d demons a l i k e , 

was pe r fo rmed s o l e l y to p r o t e c t a devotee o f the G o d s , 

P r a l h a d , a n d t h a t too as the l a s t r e m e d y ! I t is for the sake 

of free d e v e l o p m e n t o f h u m a n v i r t u e s t h a t the p r i n c i p l e of, 

^ff9T (non-v io lence) , w h i c h emascula tes h u m a n beings w i t h 

the curse o f weakness , s h o u l d a t t imes be k i l l e d b y c rue l 

v io l ence ! I t i t s e l f becomes a t r u l y r igh teous , a t r u l y r e l ig ious , 

a c t l e a d i n g t o the deve lopmen t o f h u m a n c u l t u r e ! A t a 

p a r t i c u l a r s tage o f d e v e l o p m e n t o f the h u m a n soc ie ty 

t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d , a n d a t the t u m u l t u o u s t i m e s w h e n i t 

was s u r r o u n d e d b y different w a r r i n g n a t i o n s , fired w i t h the 

i n o r d i n a t e selfish a m b i t i o n a n d d i a b o l i c v io l ence , the H i n d u 

n a t i o n , too o u g h t to have chosen N u r s i n h as i ts G o d o f 

w o r s h i p , i f i t w a n t e d to preserve i t s free exis tence o r even i t s 

i n v i n c i b i l i t y ! 

877 . T h e magnif icent t e m p l e o f th i s N u r s i n h w h o m the 

k i n g s o f V i j a y n a g a r h a d offered t h e i r d ev o u t hear ts does n o t 

s t a n d there t o d a y i n i t s o r i g i n a l fo rm. W h e n the M u s l i m 

i n v a d e r s a t t a c k e d a n d devas t a t ed V i j a y n a g a r i n A . D . 1565, 

t hey a lso d e m o l i s h e d a n d ra sed to r u b b l e t h i s r o y a l t emple 

o f N u r s i n h ^ ^ . H o w e v e r wha tever ru ins are left over t h a t 

o l d i d o l o f N u r s i n h i n t h a t t emp le a re even n o w suff ic ient ly 

c l ea r to s i gn i fy the o r i g i n a l l y huge, magni f icent , fu r ious figure 

o f t h a t G o d - h e a d , a n d we can ea s i l y i m a g i n e h o w v e r y 

majes t ic a n d a w e - i n s p i r i n g the t emple i n i t s o r i g i n a l f o r m 

a n d g l o r y m i g h t have been, d i s t i n g u i s h i n g i t s e l f f rom the 

o t h e r huge , magn i f i cen t t emples a l l over I n d i a b y i t s 

in imi tableness*" . 
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BAHAMANI SULTAN DEFEATED BY THE 
KING OF VIJAYNAGAR 

878. A f t e r the d e a t h o f the v a l i a n t H a r i h a r , the b r a v e 
B u k k a r a i ascended the th rone o f V i j a y n a g a r . T h i s B u k k a r a i 
too was o f a d a r i n g a n d aggress ive n a t u r e . H e n o t o n l y 
s a v e d h is o w n k i n g d o m b u t a lso w a g e d counter-offensives 
on the M u s l i m s r o u n d a b o u t the y e a r A . D . 1374 a n d defeated 
M a j a h i d S h a h , the great S u l t a n o f the B a h a m a n i k i n g d o m ^ ! . 
The re is p r o o f to show t h a t t h i s K i n g B u k k a h a d sent a 
f r i e n d l y m i s s i o n to the K i n g o f China^^ . 

879. I n A . D . 1379 t h i s b r ave m o n a r c h o f V i j a y n a g a r , 
B u k k a r a i , d i e d a n d was succeeded to t h i s a n c e s t r a l t h r o n e 
b y h is son H a r i h a r I I , b o r n p o s t h u m o u s l y to his queen 
Gowr i^* . D u r i n g h is r e i g n the H i n d u s i n f l i c t e d f requent a n d 
c r u s h i n g defeats on the M u s l i m s a n d ex tended the bounda r i e s 
o f V i j a y n a g a r empi re , w h e r e u p o n H a r i h a r t o o k for h i m s e l f 
the t i t l e o f M a h a r a j a d h i r a j w i t h a g r a n d ce remony t o grace 
the occas ion w i t h the b r o t h e r o f M a d h a v a c h a r y a ( V i d y a r a n y a 
swami) Shree S a y a n a c h a r y a h i m s e l f as the C h i e f M i n i s t e r o f 
h i s a n d S u d h a , I s a g a n d G u n d , the w e l l - k n o w n commande r s 
i n h i s a r m y . M a h a r a j a d h i r a j H a r i h a r r u l e d p rospe rous ly a n d 
ex t ended the bounda r i e s o f h is E m p i r e t o i n c l u d e G o a , as is 
b o r n e ou t b y a copper p l a t e i n s c r i p t i o n d a t e d A . D . 1391̂ *. 

880-881. I t i s imposs ib l e a n d unnecessary to g i v e t h e 
l ineages o f the V i j a y n a g a r or a n y o ther r o y a l f a m i l i e s i n 
t h i s v o l u m e . I t is enough t o say t h a t the k i n g s w h o 
succeeded H a r i h a r I I also a d d e d to the g l o r y o f V i j a y n a g a r . 
There was o n l y one u n h a p p y e x c e p t i o n o f a weak a n d i m b e c i l e 
k i n g n a m e d D e v r a i who came to the t h r o n e i n A . D . 1406. 
H e d i d ha te the M u s l i m s , b u t he found a s t range exped ien t 
for d e s t r o y i n g the M u s l i m powers , t h a t o f e m p l o y i n g M u s l i m 
w a r r i o r s i n h is a r m y , as the M u s l i m ru le rs e m p l o y e d the 
H i n d u s ! B u t seeing h is weak a n d v a c i l l a t i n g n a t u r e those 
M u s l i m w a r r i o i s i n h is e m p l o y became so v e r y conce i t ed 
t h a t t h e y refused t o b o w d o w n t o h i m i n h i s v e r y c o u r t l y 
assembly ( ^ R ) s a y i n g r u d e l y t h a t b a r r i n g one A l l a h t h e y 
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n e v e r b o w e d t h e i r heads before a n y m o r t a l ! So fo r t h e i r 

s a t i s f a c t i o n D e v r a i h a d the B o o k o f the K o r a n p l a c e d o n a 

h i g h p e d e s t a l beside h i m , so t h a t w h e n t h e y b o w e d , t h e 

M u s l i m s were sa t i s f ied t h a t t h e y d i d so t o the K o r a n a n d n o t 

to the K i n g , whereas the K i n g was sat isf ied t h a t the d e c o r u m 

o f the a s sembly was n o t v io la ted** ! H e even w e n t t o t h e 

l e n g t h o f b u i l d i n g a M a s j i d i n V i j a y n a g a r i n o r d e r to p lease 

those M u s l i m s * ' . I t i s needless t o say t h a t these p a m p e r e d 

M u s l i m so ld ie rs d i d n o t f a i l to b e t r a y D e v r a i i n the v e r y 

t h i c k o f the b a t t l e , a n d D e v r a i was defeated a t l a s t b y t h e 

B a h a m a n i S u l t a n , P h i r o z K h a n , w h o f a i t h f u l to the d e m o n i c 

M u s l i m t r a d i t i o n , a s k e d for the daugh te r o f D e v r a i a t t h e 

s i g n i n g o f t h e t r e a t y a n d the l a t t e r h a d to concede t h e 

d e m a n d m o s t s h a m e f u l l y a n d he lp le s s ly* ' ! F o r t u n a t e l y 

d u r i n g those t w o or three h u n d r e d yea r s o f M u s l i m a s c e n d a n c y 

h a r d l y five o r s i x k i n g s f o l l o w e d t h i s t r a d i t i o n o f abject 

su r r ende r o f the R a j p u t s . O f course i t m u s t be r emembered 

t h a t no H i n d u conque ro r ever l a i d d o w n th i s c o n d i t i o n f o r 

the v a n q u i s h e d M u s l i m s i n the grea t v i c t o r i e s t h a t the H i n d u s 

g a i n e d i n those d a y s over the M u s l i m s ! T h e r eason is p l a i n 

enough ! F o r , w h o e v e r t h o u g h t o f m a r r y i n g M u s l i m g i r l 

w o u l d h i m s e l f have been c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m ! T h e e v i l 

effects o f t h i s p e r v e r t e d v i r t u e o f the H i n d u s have been d e a l t 

w i t h i n the chap te r s o n the b a n o n r econve r s ion 

(Pa rag raphs : 413 to 473) . 

RETALIATION BY THE HINDUS 
882. H o w e v e r , after the d e a t h o f D e v r a i , t h e k i n g s o f 

V i j a y n a g a r began to avenge t h i s i gnob le defeat on v a r i o u s 

ba t t le f ie lds a n d once a g a i n the M u s l i m powers were o v e r a w e d . 

E s p e c i a l l y i n A . D . 1417 when P h i r o z K h a n i n v a d e d T e l e n g a n , 

the H i n d u s r o u t e d the M u s l i m forces k i l l i n g t h e i r v e r y 

V a z i r * 8 . 

8 8 2 - A . R o u n d a b o u t A . D . 1460 there was a b i t t e r 

s t ruggle fo r power i n the r o y a l f a m i l y o f V i j a y n a g a r i n t h e 

r e ign o f V i r u p a k s h a . A v a i l i n g h i m s e l f o f th i s o p p o r t u n i t y 

a m i g h t y V i j a y n a g a r C h i e f t a i n , S h a l v a N a r s i n h b y name . 
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d e t h r o n e d V i r u p a k s h a a n d thus e n d e d the o r i g i n a l S a n g a m 
d y n a s t y , b y a s s u m i n g s o v e r e i g n t y a n d e s t a b l i s h i n g o r d e r 
t h r o u g h o u t the k ingdom^^. 

THE ADVENT OF THE WESTERN 
NATIONS IN INDIA 

883 . D u r i n g t h i s v e r y p e r i o d the E u r o p e a n , Po r tuguese 
d i s c o v e r e d a sea rou te to I n d i a a n d en te red the I n d i a n 
p o l i t i c a l arena*". T h e i r first e n t r y was n o t effected i n 
V i j a y n a g a r ; i t was the coas t a l P r i n c e S a m u d r i n (Zamor in ) to 
the sou the rn corner o f I n d i a who was t h e i r first hos t . T h i s 
seeming ly i n s ign i f i c an t event i s r eco rded here m e r e l y f o r 
k e e p i n g u p the t ime-sequence . T h e n e w l o c u s t - l i k e aggress ion 
o f the wes t e rn powers w h i c h f o l l o w e d i t w i l l h ave to be 
r e v i e w e d i n a separate chap te r . 

MAHARAJA NARESH 
884. E o l l o w i n g the t h r e a d o f the h i s t o r y o f V i j a y n a g a r 

i t m u s t be s a i d t h a t d u r i n g one or t w o genera t ions t h i s 
second r o y a l d y n a s t y o f S h a l v a N a r s i n h was i n i t s t u r n 
o v e r t h r o w n when another m i l i t a r y commander , N a r e s h b y 
n a m e , assass ina ted the then r u l i n g m o n a r c h , a n d es t ab l i shed 
t h e t h i r d r u l i n g d y n a s t y of V i j a y n a g a r i n A . D . 1507. I n a l l 
these three p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n s one r emarkab le t h i n g is 
no t iceable t h a t even w h e n the M u s l i m Sta tes were w a i t i n g 
m o s t a n x i o u s l y to d e s t r o y th i s H i n d u E m p i r e , a n d even w h e n 
these H i n d u - M u s l i m s ta tes were c o n s t a n t l y at war , these 
p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n s t o o k p lace amongs t the H i n d u s t h e m 
selves . T h e s u r r o u n d i n g M u s l i m states go t no o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
l e n d a h e l p i n g h a n d to one c o n t e n d i n g H i n d u s ide aga ins t 
the o ther a n d thus force t he i r g r i p on i t , no r h a d t h e y the 
courage to do i l * ^ . 

THE BREAK-UP OF THE BAHAMANI KINGDOM 
886. Befo re the t h i r d p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n i n V i j a y n a g a r 

was effected the B a h a m a n i K i n g d o m o f the M u s l i m s was 
b r o k e n up i n t o five. T h e B a h a t n a n i Su l t ans first o f a l l 
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E x t e n d e d t h e i r boundar i e s f rom the N a r m a d a to the T u n g a -
fchadra, b u t as i t s boundar i e s reached those o f V i j a y n a g a r , 
there was cons tan t war fa re be tween the H i n d u - M u s l i m 
S t a t e s . T h e m a n y v i c t o r i e s t h a t the V i j a y n a g a r k i n g s w o n 
ove r t h e M u s l i m s effected the a n n e x a t i o n o f G o m a n t a k to the 
H i n d u K i n g d o m a n d t h e e x t e n s i o n o f i t s boundar ies r i g h t 
u p t o O r i s s a . A s a n a t u r a l consequence o f these H i n d u 
v i c t o r i e s the B a h a m a n i power weakened c o n s i d e r a b l y . M o r e 
o v e r the l a s t o f i ts mona rchs were a b s o l u t e l y wor th les s . 
M o h a m m e d G a w a n , the l a s t B a h a m a n i V a z i r , however , was 
a b l e and w a r l i k e i n s p i r i t . Because o f h i s hones t a n d d i l i g e n t 
s e rv i ce , h is v a l o u r a n d p rudence t h a t M u s l i m s ta te m a n a g e d 
t o e x i s t somehow between A . D , 1484 a n d 1526. B u t some 
M u s l i m nob lemen , w h o were M o h a m m e d G a w a n ' s enemies a t 
t h e cou r t , c o n t r i v e d to h a v e h i m k i l l e d b y r o y a l order '*. I t 
m u s t be r emembered t h a t however great M o h a m m e d G a w a n 
m i g h t be , l i k e p r a c t i c a l l y every o the r M u s l i m r u l e r he never 
left a n y t h i n g undone to persecute the H i n d u s i n the B a h a m a n i 
K i n g d o m , Y e t he met h is d o o m , no t a t the hands o f the 
H i n d u s , b u t a t those o f h i s o w n M u s l i m col leagues, 

886, E v e n before the d e a t h o f M o h a m m e d G a w a n t h e 
S u l t a n ' s c a p i t a l h a d been sh i f t ed to B i d a r , a n d af ter h is dea th 
t h a t feeble M u s l i m power was b r o k e n u p i n t o the f o l l o w i n g 
£ v e pa r t s . 

1. A d i l s h a n i o f V i j a p u r , 

2 . I m a d s h a h i o f B e r a r ( V a r h a d or V i d a r b h a (1484-
1503). 

3. K u t - b - S h a h i o f G o w a l k o n d a . 
4. N i z a m s h a h i o f A h m e d n a g a r (1489 to 1637). 
5 . B a r i d s h a h i o f B i d a r . 

887. T w o r e m a r k a b l e th ings abou t t h i s b reak u p of t h e 
B a h a m a n i K i n g d o m s h o u l d w e l l be remembered e spec ia l ly b y 
the H i n d u s . T h e first i s t h a t the founder o f I m a d s h a h i o f 
B e r a r (second i n the above l i s t ) was or ig ina , l ly a ' T e l a n g i 
B r a h m i n " . H i s fa ther l i v e d i n V i j a y n a g a r , I n one o f the 
ba t t l e s w i t h V i j a y n a g a r t h i s s o n of a T e l a n g i B r a h m i n was 
c a p t u r e d b y the B a h a m a n i M u s l i m s , w h o , t rue to t h e i r 



356 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY 

w i c k e d c u s t o m , conve r t ed h i m to I s l a m ' * . H e was thereaf te r 
r a i s e d to a h igher s ta tus b y the k indnes s o f G a w a n . A t l a s t 
i n A . D . 1484 he d i v o r c e d h i m s e l f f r o m the B a h a m a n i 
K i n g d o m a n d as a M u s l i m t o o k for h i m s e i f the p r o u d t i t l e o f 
I m a d s h a h a n d p r o c l a i m e d h i m s e l f a n i n d e p e n d e n t r u l e r o f the 
P r o v i n c e o f B e r a r , r e l ega ted t o h i s charge'^. 

888. T h e second r e m a r k a b l e fac t i s t h a t o f the f o u n d a 
t i o n o f the N i z a m s h a h i o f A h m e d n a g a r , the f o u r t h f r agmen t 
o f the B a h a m a n i K i n g d o m . A t V i j a y n a g a r the re was a 
B r a h m i n n a m e d T i m m a p p a B a h i r u ( B h a i r a o ?) whose son w a s 
t a k e n c a p t i v e a n d c o n v e r t e d t o I s l a m , w h e n A h m e d s h a h w a s 
a t w a r w i t h V i j a y n a g a r ' ^ . H e was r enamed A h m e d . W h e n 
t h i s conver t A h m e d was p o s t e d a t t h e c o m m a n d o f a b i g 
M u s l i m a r m y he u t i l i z e d h i s a u t h o r i t y to b r e a k loose f rom 
the B a h a m a n i d o m i n a t i o n a n d e s t ab l i shed h is o w n S u l t a n a t e 
i n A . D 1 4 8 9 " . Because o f h i s t i t l e o f the N i z a m h i s s u l t a n a t e 
came to be k n o w n as N i z a m s h a n i . I n h i s d o m a i n w a s s i t u a t 
ed the famous fo r t o f S h i v n e r i . Somewhere be tween 
D a u l a t a b a d a n d J u n n e r there was a s m a l l v i l l a g e c a l l e d 
• B i n k a r ' . F i n d i n g i t s u i t a b l e for h i s c a p i t a l he n a m e d i t as 
A h m e d n a g a r af ter h is o w n n a m e A h m e d i n A . D . 1494 ' ' . 

889. T h i s b r e a k u p o f the B a h a m a n i K i n g d o m w a s 
m a i n l y due t o the i n t e r n a l d issens ions o f the M u s l i m s . T h e 
o r i g i n a l B a h a m a n i K i n g d o m h a d v o w e d to d e s t r o y V i j a y 
n a g a r . B u t the l a t t e r s u r v i v e d to see the b r e a k u p o f t h e 
B a h a m a n i K i n g d o m i n t o five f ragments a n d c o n t i n u e d t o 
fight a d a m a n t l y w i t h a l l those five M u s l i m Sta tes , a n d p r o v e d 
to be more t h a n a m a t c h t o a l l o f t h e m for a t leas t s e v e n t y -
five years to come ! 

890. T h e c l a i m t h a t the M u s l i m s never f o u g h t a m o n g s t 
themselves is once a g a i n b e l i e d by t h i s five-fold f r a g m e n t a 
t i o n o f the B a h a m a n i k i n g d o m w h i c h was caused b y t h e i r 
i n t e r n a l r i v a l r i e s . T h a t the M u s l i m Su l t ans l o o k e d fo r h e l p 
a t the m i g h t y H i n d u empi re o f V i j a y n a g a r i n o rde r to p u t 
d o w n the i r M u s l i m r i v a l s g ives the l i e to t he i r second boas t 
t h a t t h e y neve r sought he lp f rom the H i n d u s ! 
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MAHARAJADHIRAJ KRISHNADEVRAI 
891. T o the above -men t ioned T u i u v d y n a s t y o f N a r e s h 

•of V i j a y n a g a r be longed the m i g h t y empero r K r i s h n a d e v r a i 

-who r u l e d f r o m A . D . 1509 to 1 5 3 C . H e was w e l l - e d u c a t e d 

a n d h i s address was c lever a n d p l e a s i n g . H e impressed even 

the greatest o f scholars o f the t i m e . T h e l ea rned scholars o f 

•of S a n s k r i t , T e l e g u , T a m i l a n d K a n n a d l i t e ra tu res were 

.generously p a t r o n i z e d b y h is court*". I n h is cour t were 

e ight great poets w h o m he c a l l e d '5r^af^«t' ( " E l e p h a n t s o f 

the E i g h t D i r e c t i o n s " . ) H e h i m s e l f was a grea t w r i t e r . H i s 

T e l e g u book n a m e d 'sng^T ^c* )^ ' is v e r y w e l l - k n o - w n " . 

M a h a r a j a K r i s h n a d e v r a i was e q u a l l y fond o f a rch i t ec tu re 

a n d s cu lp tu r e . H e i t was w h o got the famous R a m M a n d i r 

o f V i j a y n a g a r b u i l t , besides the m a n y for ts , r a m p a r t s , t emples 

•courtyards , monas te r ies a n d c a r a v a n sara is t h r o u g h o u t h i s 

empire**. H e made muni f i cen t g ran t s to the B r a h m i n s a n d 

temples**. H i s career shines w i t h h is va r ious v i r t u e s such 

as cour teous b e h a v i o u r , d e x t e r i t y i n d iscourse , p rudence i n 

p o l i t i c s , h i s long- range v i e w i n c h a l k i n g o u t p lans a n d 

f o r m u l a t i n g p o l i c i e s a n d l as t b u t not the least , h is s ternness 

a n d v a l o u r i n respect o f the enemies. W e s t e r n a n d o ther 

f o r e i g n h i s t o r i a n s have u n a n i m o u s l y p ra i sed h i m as a n 

u n r i v a l l e d great ruler** ! 

892 . I f M a h a r a j a d h i r a j was mos t c i v i l w i t h the gent le 

f o l k s , he was u n r e l e n t i n g a n d merc i less when he fough t 

b r a v e l y w i t h the enemies o f h i s r e l i g i o n o r those o f h i s 

n a t i o n ! V i c t o r y graced h i m i n h is b i t t e r w a r w i t h Ad i l shah** , 

w h e r e u p o n the t r e a t y he effected w i t h the A d i l s h a h i S u l t a n , 

l a i d d o w n such a c r i d te rms as c o m p l e t e l y c rushed d o w n the 

M u s l i m swagger ing c l a i m s o f i n v i n c i b i l i t y * * , e s t ab l i shed the 

s u p e r i o r i t y o f the H i n d u s , a n d were accepted b y t h e abject 

M u s l i m ru le r s w i t h g rea t r e luc t ance . 

893 . H i s a r m y was v a s t a n d p o w e r f u l . I t c o m p r i s e d o f 

seven h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d foot , t w e n t y - t w o t h o u s a n d c a v a l r y 

a n d five h u n d r e d a n d fifty-one e lephants ever p r epa red for 

"war*'. 

894. T h e g l o r y o f V i j a y n a g a r reached i t s z e n i t h i n the 
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t imes o f M a h a r a j a K r i s h n a d e v r a i , w h i c h can be p r o v e d 
b e y o n d a d o u b t b y the va r ious d e t a i l e d accoun t s w r i t t e n b y 
fliany fo re ign t r ave l l e r s who v i s i t e d h i s cour t* ' . M a n y o f 
t h e m have even desc r ibed h is appearance . H e was v e r y 
h a n d s o m e to l o o k at , a m a n o f a c t i o n a n d a v e r y p o w e r f u l 
p e r s o n a l i t y to impress a t first s igh t any vis i tor**. 

895. H e was a V a i s h n a v h imse l f , y e t he gave t h e same 
s y m p a t h e t i c a n d t o l e r a n t t r e a t m e n t to the V e d i c H i n d u s , 
w h o were i n a m a j o r i t y , a n d to the o ther m i n o r i t i e s l i k e t h e 
J a i n s , L i n g a y a t s , M a h a n u b h a v a s a n d o the r H i n d u sects,, 
a v o i d i n g e v e r y so r t o f c lash o f d i s sen t i en t o p i n i o n s a n d t h u s 
t r i e d t o c u l t i v a t e amongs t the H i n d u s the fee l ing o f oneness-
b y means o f h is c o m p r o m i s i n g at t i tude^". F r o m the i ncep 
t i o n o f the E m p i r e o f V i j a y n a g a r the great H i n d u leaders 
l i k e the S h a n k a r a chary a, V i d y a r a n y a s w a m i a n d S a y a n a 
c h a r y a a n d others h a d a d o p t e d a wise p o l i c y o f a s s i m i l a t i o n , , 
e q u a l i t y a n d to le rance w h i c h p r e c l u d e d every sor t o f c l a s h 
b e t w e e n a n y t w o re l ig ious sects, w h i l e t h e i r rel igious-
p reach ing fos te red h i g h respect for t he i r H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d 
t h e i r H i n d u n a t i o n a l sentiment^^. F o r e i g n t r ave l l e r s refer 
m o s t a d m i r i n g l y to t h i s r e l i g ious to le rance a n d the sense o f 
e q u a l i t y t h a t the V i j a y n a g a r k i n g s a lways showed . 

THE PROSPERITY AND THE GLORY OF THE 
HINDU EMPIRE OF VIJAYNAGAR. 

896 . F o r e i g n t r ave l l e r s have v e r y h i g h l y p r a i s e d n o t 
o n l y the c i v i c a n d re l ig ious l i be r t i e s t h a t the peop le o f 
V i j a y n a g a r enjoyed, b u t a lso i t s o v e r a l l p r o s p e r i t y a n d glory, 
a n d the p o w e r f u l influence t h a t i t w i e l d e d far a n d w i d e * 
F o r ins tance when the Po r tuguese t r ave l l e r , D u a r t e B a r b o s e , 
v i s i t e d V i j a y n a g a r a n d s t a y e d there fo r a wh i l e he was v e r y 
m u c h as ton i shed to see i ts e x c e p t i o n a l w e a l t h a n d glory^^. 

897. T h e ambassador f rom the S h a h o f P e r s i a has 
c l e a r l y s a i d , " T h e l i k e o f th i s c i t y is nowhere to be f o u n d o n 
the face o f t h i s e a r t h ' ' . A d j o i n i n g the r o y a l pa lace the re 
were f o u r - f o l d ex tens ive m a r k e t p laces fo r j ewe l l e ry a n d 
pear ls . F o r e i g n t r ave l l e r s have w r i t t e n t h a t thousands o f 
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c i t i zens weie t o be seen a d o r n e d w i t h o rnaments o f g o l d , 

jewels a n d pear l s . Po r tuguese t r a v e l l e r Paes asserts t h a t t h e 

area o f V i j a y n a g a r was as ex tens ive as t h a t o f R o m e . 

898. E v e n before the r e i g n o f M a h a r a j a d h i r a j K r i s h n a 

d e v r a i t h e H i n d u E m p i r e o f V i j a y n a g a r h a d been r e n o w n e d 

as the m o s t p o w e r f u l i n the whole o f D e c c a n . T h e five' 

f ragments o f the fo rmer B a h a m a n i K i n g d o m were beset w i t h 

i n t e r n a l d issensions a n d f r a t r i c i d a l wars , to the immense-

advan tage o f V i j a y n a g a r E m p i r e , a n d the t h e n H i n d u 

p o l i t i c a l leaders d i d have the sense to u t i l i z e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y 

for the ex tens ion of i t s boundar iea a n d for t e a ch ing a l e s son 

to the M u s l i m s . T h e M u s l i m S u l t a n s c o u l d d o n o t h i n g 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y w i t h o u t the h e l p o r consent o f the ' R a i s ' o f 

V i j a y n a g a r ! E v e r y one o f the M u s l i m cl iques l a b o u r e d h a r d 

to secure the s u p p o r t o f the H i n d u ru lers o f Vijaynagar™. 

A s has a l r e a d y been s a i d above the a b s u r d p a t r o n i z a t i o n b y 

the H i n d u s a n d t h e i r indu lgence o f the M u s l i m so ld iers , as 

i n the t imes o f the weak a n d imbec i l e K i n g D e v r a i , h a d been 

a b a n d o n e d . Those o f the H i n d u K i n g s , w h o b u i l t M a s j i d s 

for the M u s l i m s i n t h e i r o w n c a p i t a l , d i d so i n o rder to w i n 

them over a n d to pa rade t h e i r r e l i g ious to lerance . B u t n o w 

t h a t ' c o w a r d l y ' r e l i g ious to le rance h a d g i v e n p lace t o v a l i a n t 

aggress ion o n the M u s l i m S ta tes a n d the r e t a l i a t o r y d e m o l i 

t i o n o f the M u s l i m mosques a n d Masjids**. P o r b e a r a n duece 

to the p e r v e r t e d sense o f v i r t u e s began to g i v e the p a l m o f 

h o n o u r t o the r ea l v i r t u e o f r e t a l i a t i o n ! 

899 . M a h a r a j a K r i s h n a d e v r a i d i e d i n A . D . 1530. J u s t 

four years before i t B a b a r h a d c a p t u r e d D e l h i . R a n a S a n g 

was h i s c o n t e m p o r a r y . H e was succeeded b y h is b ro the r , 

A c h y u t d e v , w i t h S a l u r T i m m a for h is C h i e f M i n i s t e r , w h o f o r 

a l l p r a c t i c a l purposes r a n the admin i s t r a t i on . . A c h y u t d e v 

d i e d i n A . D . 1542 a n d then after an ins ign i f i can t k i n g 

S a d a s h i v r a i , the nephew o f A c h y u t d e v , ascended the th rone . 

B u t R a m r a i , the s o n o f the C h i e f M i n i s t e r , T i m m a , h a d done 

so m u c h i n h e l p i n g S a d a s h i v r a i become the k i n g , t h a t w i t h i n -

a v e r y shor t t i m e a l l the r e a l power passed i n t o h i s hands**. 

T h i s R a m r a i h i m s e l f is ca l l ed R a m r a j a h . 
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fiAMRAI, THE VALIANT DEFENDER OF RELIGION ! 
900. A l l the five M u s l i m Sta tes i n M a h a r a s h t r a t r i e d 

t o o b t a i n he lp f r o m the power fu l a r m y o f E a m r a i to fight 
t h e i r f r a t r i c i d a l w a r s . A l t h o u g h these five M u s l i m r u l e r s 
k n e w w e l l enough t h a t Shree R a m r a i was a s t r i c t a d h e r e n t 
o f H i n d u i s m a n d h a t e d a l l M u s l i m s a l i k e as e q u a l l y 
t reacherous enemies o f the H i n d u s a n d l o o k e d d o w n u p o n 
t h e m w i t h sco rn , s t i l l t h e y h a d f u l l y r e a l i z e d t h a t w i t h o u t 
the power fu l s u p p o r t o f t h i s v a l i a n t H i n d u hero t h e y c o u l d 
h o l d no g r o u n d before t h e i r adversar ies . 

901 . I n A . D . 1543, the N i z a m s h a h o f A h m e d n a g a r a n d 
K u t - b - S h a h o f G o w a l k o n d a j o i n t l y t hough t o f t e a c h i n g a 
lesson to A d i l s h a h , the S u l t a n o f V i j a p u r . T h e y i m p l o r e d 
R a m r a j a h i m s e l f to t ake the lead^*. A c c o r d i n g l y t h e three 
toge the r m a r c h e d o n V i j a p u r a n d w e n t o n s l a u g h t e r i n g the 
V i j a p u r forces. T h e m o s t n o t e w o r t h y was the fac t t h a t even 
the M u s l i m s came to k n o w t h a t the H i n d u s h a d been cu red 
o f the one ha te fu l v i c e o f the ' p e r v e r t e d v i r t u e s ' w h i c h we 
have, so f a r c o n d e m n e d i n t h i s v o l u m e . (Paragraphs 401 to 
473). F o r , on the r e l ig ious f ron t , t oo , the H i n d u s ove rcame 
the M u s l i m s a n d i n o rder to avenge the d e m o l i t i o n a n d 
m o l e s t a t i o n o f the H i n d u temples t h e y rased numerous 
mas j ids a t v a r i o u s p laces t o the g r o u n d ^ ' . T h e houses o f 
M u s l i m s , the l o c a l i t i e s a n d townsh ips where the H i n d u s were 
persecu ted a n d H i n d u w o m e n were t r ea ted m o s t i n s u l t i n g l y 
as s l aves , were b u r n t a n d d e s t r o y e d comple t e ly . T h i s r e l ig ious 
r e t a l i a t i o n b y t h e H i n d u s s t r u c k new t e r ro r i n the hear t s o f 
the M u s l i m s , a n d qu i te c o n t r a r y to t h e i r age-o ld p r a c t i c e the 
M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y no more d a r e d to t r ead u p o n the H i n d u 
p o p u l a t i o n s , as t hey w o u l d have u p o n the an ts . I t d r e a d e d 
the resurgent H i n d u soc ie ty as i t w o u l d have d r e a d e d a 
po i sonous snake . N a t u r a l l y the A d i l s h a h o f V i j a p u r h a d t o 
sue for peace a n d to please every one o f the three^ ' . 

902. T h i s t e m p o r a r y compromise d i d n o t end the M u s l i m 
feuds for ever . T h e A d i l s h a h o f V i j a p u r fel t sore a b o u t 
the t w o fo r t s o f K a l y a n i a n d S o l a p u r a p p r o p r i a t e d b y t h e 
N i z a m s h a h o f A h m a d n a g a r . A s such he d e c i d e d to i n v a d e the 
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INizamshah i n 1557 a n d en t rea ted R a m r a i t o he lp h i m . So 

n o w a l o n g w i t h the V i j a p u r a r m y , the H i n d u forces o f V i j a y 

nagar , w h i c h h a d gone o u t to he lp the N i z a m s h a h , m a r c h e d 

•on the N i z a m s h a h i lands**. Needless to say t h a t t h e v e r y 

i d e a t ha t a l l the five M u s l i m states s h o u l d seek he lp f r o m t h e 

H i n d u S t a t e o f V i j a y n a g a r t h r i l l e d the hear t s o f the b r a v e , 

w h i l e the c o m m o n peop le came t o lose t h e i r f o r m e r fear-

c o m p l e x abou t the M u s l i m m i g h t . I n t h i s war w i t h the 

N i z a m s h a h , t oo , the H i n d u forces p u n i s h e d the M u s l i m s i n 

the N i z a m s h a h i l a n d s a n d avenged the a t roc i t i e s on the 

H i n d u s i n ea r l i e r t i m e s o n a l a rge r scale a n d even more 

s t e r n l y and merc i l e s s ly t h a n before**. N o t o n l y o n the 

b a t t l e f i e l d b u t even d u r i n g t h e i r marches t h e heretofore 

a r r o g a n t a t t i t u d e o f the M u s l i m s to the H i n d u s was a l so 

p u n i s h e d b y w a y o f r ep r i s a l s i n the f o r m o f p l u n d e r i n g o f t h e i r 

houses a n d p r o p e r t y . T h e M u s l i m mas j ids h a d been d e s t r o y e d 

i n the v e r y same w a y as the H i n d u temples were d e m o l i s h e d . 

' O n the ba t t l e f ie lds the H i n d u s s i m p l y r o u t e d the M u s l i m 

forces*^. 

903 . T h i s fierce r e t a l i a t i o n b y the H i n d u s to the M u s l i m 

f a n a t i c i s m a n d d e v i l i s h t r ea tmen t o f the n o n - M u s l i m s t h a t h a d 

ga the red m o m e n t u m d u r i n g the l a s t f o r t y yea r s o r so, s t r u c k 

t e r r o r i n the hear ts o f the M u s l i m s , a n d they i n t h e i r t u r n 

f o r m e d a new f ea r - complex abou t the H i n d u s . T h e y began to 

c o m p l a i n mos t p i t e o u s l y t h a t the H i n d u s pe rpe t r a t ed i n su l t s 

- and a t r o c i t i e s on t h e m a n d even exposed t h e i r r e l i g i o n t o 

r i d i c u l e a n d shame. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF VIJAYNAGAR 
904. A l l the five M u s l i m S ta tes i n the D e c c a n a n d the 

M u s l i m soc ie ty i n genera l t o o k a grea t f r igh t at the defeat o f 

N i z a m s h a h i a t the hands o f R a m r a i a n d e spec i a l l y the fierce 

r ep r i sa l s t h a t the H i n d u s h a d n e w l y begun a n d were e x c i t e d 

w i t h ex t reme fear a n d anger . T h e y came to rea l ize t ha t i f 

t h e y w a n t e d t he i r k i n g d o m s to l a s t a n d i f a t a l l t h e y w i s h e d 

to l i v e as M u s l i m s i t was a b so l u t e l y necessary for t h e m to 

forget t he i r m u t u a l gr ievances a n d l a u n c h a u n i t e d a n d 
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de t e rmined a t t a c k aga ins t the p r o u d k i n g s o f V i j a y n a g a r ' ^ . 
F o r , they k n e w t h a t none o f t h e m b y i t s e l f was a m a t c h f o r 
the V i j a y n a g a r E m p i r e . So A d i l s h a h o f V i j a p u r a n d h is V a z i r 
K i s h w a r k h a n dec ided t o t a k e . the l e a d i n t h i s d a r i n g 
project^ ' . K i s h w a r k h a n p e r s o n a l l y w e n t a n d i n t e r v i e w e d 
the N i z a m s h a h a n d K u t - b - S h a h a t t h e i r respec t ive cap i ta l s , 
w h i l e a l l p r o m i n e n t M u s l i m Sa rda r s a n d M a n s a b d a r s , a n d 
a r m y chiefs a n d M u U a - m o u l a v i s p r eached j i h a d (crusade) 
everywhere**. I n o r d e r to cemen t t he i r m u t u a l t r u s t a n d 
n e w l y fo rmed f r i endsh ip these M u s l i m S u l t a n s i n t e r m a r r i e d 
t h e i r daugh te r s a n d fo rmed fami ly- t ies^^; a n d thus after a. 
t h o r o u g h p r e p a r a t i o n the j o i n t forces o f a l l M u s l i m Sta tes-
m a r c h e d on V i j a y n a g a r . 

905. R a m r a j a h i m s e l f was n o t qu i t e i d l e . E v e r y n o w 
a n d then he got de ta i l s abou t th i s secret p l o t o f the M u s l i m . 
S ta tes . H e was , i n fact , a n o l d m a n o f seven ty a t t h a t t i m e , 
b u t h i s pa s s ion to fight w i t h the M u s l i m s h a d n o t g r o w n a 
w h i t less i n i n t e n s i t y t h a n w h a t i t was i n h i s y o u t h . U n d a u n 
t e d , he, t oo , equ ipped h is a r m y i n e v e r y respect a n d m a d e 
r eady to meet the M u s l i m a t t a c k . H e p o s t e d t w o b i g : 
d i v i s i o n s of h i s forces unde r the c o m m a n d o f h is t w o b ro the r s 
T i r u m a l r a i a n d V y a n k a t a d r i o n t w o sides o f the c i t y , a n d he 
h i m s e l f t o o k the centre*' . 

906. T h e H i n d u - M u s l i m a rmies m e t fo r a savage s t ruggle-
a t R a k s h a s b h u v a n ( R a k k a s g i - T a n g a d g i ) near T a l i k o t o n 
F r i d a y , the 2 n d of J a n u a r y , 1 5 6 5 " . B o t h the s ides h a d g o o d 
m a n y cannons a n d they were a r ranged before the a rmies , t i e d 
fas t w i t h s t r o n g cha ins . T h e fact t h a t for some t i m e after 
the first shots were fired, there was fierce fighting a n d t h a t 
the M u s l i m s h a d a v e r y h a r d k n o c k w h i c h caused confus ion 
amongs t t h e i r r a n k s is a d m i t t e d even b y the M u s l i m h i s t o r i 
ans*'. E n r a g e d a t t h i s u n p l e a s a n t t u r n of events a n d t h i n k 
i n g t h a t the s l igh tes t s lackness m i g h t b r i n g u p o n t h e m a l l 
t o t a l r u i n S u l t a n H u s e n N i z a m s h a h dashed r i g h t o n the 
centre a n d f o r c i n g a b reach amongs t the H i n d u r a n k s , he-
made s t r a i g h t for R a j a R a m r a i ' * . T h e h i s t o r i a n s have no 
consensus o f o p i n i o n about w h a t e x a c t l y happened a t the^ 
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m o m e n t . Some say t h a t a M u s l i m so ld i e r i n the p a y o f 
R a m r a i h i m s e l f t r eache rous ly k i l l e d him™. Othe r s dec la re 
t h a t R a j a R a m r a i go t d o w n f r o m h i s p a l a n q u i n , sat o n a 
j ewe l l ed t h r o n e i n the cent re o f h i s a r m y r e w a r d i n g the feats 
o f v a l o u r o f h i s so ld ie rs w i t h g o l d a n d jewels , and encouraged 
t h e m i n c e s s a n t l y " . Some others avow t h a t when the b a t t l e 
r eached i t s h i g h p i t c h o f f e r o c i t y the M u s l i m s d rove an i n t o 
x i c a t e d e l ephan t aga ins t the r o y a l p a l a n q u i n a n d s lew h i m ' * . 
W h a t e v e r t h a t i s , one t h i n g is accep ted o n a l l hands tha t as 
soon as R a j a R a m r a i was enc i r c l ed b y the M u s l i m s , t hey s lew 
h i m and on the orders o f N i z a m s h a h h is b l o o d y head was 
e x h i b i t e d on the sharp end o f a l o n g spear t h rough the en t i re 
a r m y . T h e s igh t o f t h a t g o r y head u n n e r v e d the H i n d u s a n d 
the M u s l i m s c losed i n u p o n t h e m w i t h t r i u m p h a n t w a r - c r i e s " . 

907. I n spite, o f a l l t h i s confus ion w r o u g h t amongs t the 
H i n d u r a n k s T i r u m a l r a i , the b ro the r a n d C o m m a n d e r o f R a j a 
R a m r a i , m a d e has te to reach the c a p i t a l c i t y o f V i j a y n a g a r 
w i t h m a n y o f t h e r o y a l f a m i l y , a n d before the M u s l i m forces 
a r r i v e d there he left fo r the sou th w i t h wha t eve r r o y a l t r e a 
sure he c o u l d l o a d u p o n five h u n d r e d a n d fifty e lephants , a n d 
the r e m n a n t o f h i s a r m y , foo t a n d horse . M a d w i t h t r i u m p h , 
the M u s l i m armies soon came i n ho t p u r s u i t o f the defea ted 
H i n d u ones a n d n o t o n l y d i d t h e y cap tu re the c i t y bu t 
d e s t r o y e d i t c o m p l e t e l y w i t h t he i r t r a d i t i o n a l c r u e l t y a n d 
a n i m o s i t y . T h e y rased to the g r o u n d g r a n d pa laces , temples^ 
t o w n - h a l l s , b e a u t i f u l l y l a i d ou t gardens , m a r k e t p laces a n d 
co lossa l s t a tues . L i b r a r i e s o f books were b u r n t to ashes;: 
crores of rupees w o r t h of t reasure was p i l l a g e d . T h e M u s l i m 
w r i t e r s themselves state w i t h e v i d e n t p r i d e tha t the i n f e r n a l 
fires s t a r t ed i n V i j a y n a g a r b y the M u s l i m s kep t b u r n i n g f o r 
five o r s i x m o n t h s together '* . T h u s p e r i s h e d the g r a n d c i t y 
o f V i j a y n a g a r a t the hands o f the M u s l i m demons i n h u m a n 
f o r m . 

908-909. I t is f r i v o l o u s to say t h a t the M u s l i m s r avaged 
V i j a y n a g a r o n l y t o avenge—only as a r e a c t i o n t o—the r e l i g i 
ous a t roc i t i e s c o m m i t t e d b y the H i n d u s i n r e t u r n for t h e 
s i m i l a r a t r o c i t i e s o f the M u s l i m s . I t is n o t t enab le a g a i n s t 
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•the mass o f ev idence n o w a v a i l a b l e . 

910. B u t these w r i t e r s , b o t h the fo re ign a n d M u s l i m 
'ones a n d also the H i n d u s w i t h a p e r v e r t e d sense o f v i r t u e s , d o 
n o t see—do n o t r e m e m b e r — w h e n t h e y s a y so, w h a t cause h a d 
the H i n d u s g i v e n t o M a h m u d o f G h a z n i , M o h a m m e d G h o r i , 
T a i m u r l a n g , B a b a r a n d o thers to i n v a d e t h e m . T h e y h a d 
never h a r m e d a n y o f t h e m i n a n y w a y . H o w m a n y mas j ids 
i n G h a z n i h a d the H i n d u s b u r n t ? H o w m a n y o f t h e < M u s l i m 
subjec ts i n the l ands o f G h o r o r G h a z n i h a d been oppressed 
a n d h o w m a n y o f t h e i r w o m e n f o l k h a d been r a p e d b y the 
H i n d u s ? H o w m a n y m i l l i o n s o f the M u s l i m women h a d been 
k e p t by the H i n d u s as concubines o r m a i d s ? W h a t a t roc i t i e s 
d i d the H i n d u s c o m m i t first o n the M u s l i m s for aveng ing 
w h i c h the above m e n t i o n e d M u s l i m leaders m a r c h e d t o w a r d s 
I n d i a ? D i d t h e y n o t , each one o f t h e m , dec la re o p e n l y i n 
t h e i r cour t s t h a t i t was so le ly for the sake o f c o m p l e t e l y des
t r o y i n g the H i n d u s , for w i p i n g out t he i r race f r o m the face 
o f the ea r th a n d for c o n v e r t i n g t h e m f o r c i b l y to I s l a m t h a t 
t h e y a t t a c k e d the I n d i a n c o n t i n e n t ? 

911 . W h i l e r e v i e w i n g t h i s d e s t r u c t i o n o f V i j a y n a g a r , 
i t is enough t o see i f even the M u s l i m wr i t e r s have the face 
to say t h a t before the m i g h t y armies o f A l l a u d d i n a n d 
M a l i q K a f u r m a r c h e d aga ins t the D e c c a n the S o u t h I n d i a n 
H i n d u s h a d pe rpe t r a t ed a n y a t roc i t i e s on n o n - H i n d u s i n the 
n o r t h . I f t hey canno t do so t h e y s h o u l d e x p l a i n w h y the 
M u s l i m armies a t t a c k e d the H i n d u s i n the S o u t h a n d b rough t 
wholesa le d e s t r u c t i o n o n state af ter s ta te f rom D e v g i r i , 
W a r a n g a l to M a d u r a i , m u c h i n the same h o r r i b l e f o r m as w a s 
m e t e d out t o V i j a y n a g a r . W h y d i d t h e y h u r l i n s u l t s a n d 
i n d i g n i t i e s a t the H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d w h y d i d those • M u s l i m 
demons persecute the i n n u m e r a b l e H i n d u m e n a n d w o m e n ? 
N o b o d y can say b y a n y s t re tch o f i m a g i n a t i o n t h a t is was to 
avenge the r e l ig ious a t roc i t i e s o f the H i n d u s over the M u s l i m s 
o f the N o r t h . I t was due to the fact t h a t e x t i r p a t i n g the 
H i n d u s was i t s e l f cons idered to be t h e i r r e l i g i o u s d u t y — a 
h o l y f a i t h as i t were ! 

912 . T h e u n h e s i t a t i n g , shameless a n d open s t a n d of the 

L 



5 T H GLORIOUS EPOCH 365. 

M u s l i m w r i t e r s o f the t imes a n d o f those before a n d af ter i s , 

" W e be l i eve t h a t i t i s ou r ch ie f r e l i g ious d u t y t o a n n i h i l a t e 

the n o n - M u s l i m s . T o conquer the kaf i r H i n d u s ta tes , to rape 

t h e r o y a l H i n d u l ad ies , to ens lave m i l l i o n s o f o ther kafir-

w o m e n a n d m e n , a n d to massacre others, to b u r n , devas

t a t e a n d d e m o l i s h the H i n d u c a p i t a l c i t i es , t h e i r t emples , 

the i do l s o f t h e i r G o d s , to reduce to ashes t h e i r l i b r a r i e s o f 

r e l i g ious books a n d do a l l sor t s o f wrongs to t h e m were a l l 

the ' h o l y ac t s ' o f the M u s l i m G a z i s — t h e defenders o f the 

M u s l i m f a i t h ! A l l these ' h o l y ' acts were done to chast ise 

the kaf i rs s t r i c t l y a c c o r d i n g t o the M u s l i m re l ig ious a n d e t h i 

c a l code, for t h e i r i nexcusab le (unpardonab le ) s i n o f be ing ; 

kaf i rs ! W h e n the kaf i rs c a l l these h o l y acts a t roc i t i e s , t h e y 

m u s t be p l a i n l y t o l d t h a t t h e y were no t a t roc i t i e s a t a l l !' 

T h e y were a l l r igh teous a n d v i r t u o u s acts ! I t is the bounden 

d u t y o f e v e r y f a i t h f u l fo l lower o f I s l a m t h a t he m u s t thus , 

chas t i se the kaf i rs whenever , a n d to wha t eve r ex t en t , he-

m i g h t be able t o do so . 

913 . " B u t for the H i n d u s to c a l l our r e l i g ious chast ise

men t a t r o c i t i e s a n d to r e t a l i a t e aga ins t o u r h o l y r e l i g i o n as 

a r e a c t i o n aga ins t our so-ca l led crue l t ies , t o b u r n ou r p u r e 

mas j ids because we have b u r n e d t h e i r t e m p l e s — i t is s i m p l y 

d i a b o l i c !—atroc ious i n the ex t reme ! " 

914. I t is because the M u s l i m s h a d t h i s p e r v e r t e d con--

c e p t i o n o f t h e i r r e l i g ious d u t y t h a t t h e y m a r c h e d u p o a 

V i j a y n a g a r p r i m a r i l y as i t was a H i n d u S ta t e , a n d as the 

H i n d u s s t u b b o r n l y refused to become M u s l i m s . E v e n i f the 

V i j a y n a g a r a rmies h a d no t i n v a d e d the B a h a m a n i M u s l i m 

S ta t e s , as t h e y of ten d i d , a n d even i f t h e y h a d n o t r e t a l i a t e d 

w i t h equa l vehemence aga ins t the u sua l M u s l i m a t r o c i t i e s b y 

b u r n i n g t h e i r mas j ids a n d houses a n d p l u n d e r i n g t h e i r 

p r o p e r t y , a l l the M u s l i m Su l t ans w o u l d have a t t a c k e d V i j a y 

nagar H i n d u s s i m p l y for t he i r f a u l t o f b e i n g H i n d u s . T h e y 

w o u l d have c o m m i t t e d the same i n h u m a n a t roc i t i e s , even i f ' 

the H i n d u s o f V i j a y n a g a r h a d n o t done t h e m a n y h a r m , had, 

t h e y b u t got a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o do so ! 
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WHY DID THE MUSLIM ARMIES GO BACK AFTER 
THE PILLAGE OF VIJAYlNfAGAR ? 

915. T h e u n d e r l y i n g reason w h y the M u s l i m armies 
•drew b a c k after p i l l a g i n g V i j a y n a g a r a n d d i d no t pursue the 
fleeing H i n d u s is t h a t t h e y d a r e d n o t do so; for the s ta te o f 
V i j a y n a g a r h a d b r o k e n away f rom the o l d H i n d u t r a d i t i o n o f 
meek s u b m i s s i o n a n d t i g h t - l i p p e d endurance a n d h a d begun 
to rec iproca te a t r o c i t i e s w i t h coun te r - a t roc i t i e s , a n d repr i sa l s 
-with supe r - rep r i sa l s ! 

916 . A s has a l r e a d y been t o l d above, R a m r a i ' s bro ther , 
•Commander T i r u m a l r a i , h a d a l r eady lef t V i j a y n a g a r w i t h 
h i s a r m y i n t o the S o u t h a n d was re - fo rming h i s forces fo r 
ano the r k n o c k . H a d the M u s l i m s a d v a n c e d fur ther t hey were 
•bound to meet w i t h s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n f rom T i r u m a l ' s a r m y . 
-Pa r t l y o w i n g to t h i s fear the M u s l i m s re t rea ted f rom V i j a y 
nagar , con ten t w i t h w h a t e v e r t h e y c o u l d sack the re . 

917. A n o t h e r reason w h i c h was r e spons ib le for th i s 
speedy re t rea t was the open ing o f the ' o l d sores ' a m o n g the 
M u s l i m S u l t a n s ! T h e i r b e l o n g i n g to different sects, l i k e the 
Sh ias a n d S u n n i s , h a d a lways c rea ted b i c k e r i n g s amongs t 
t h e m . N a t u r a l l y , as soon as the h o s t i l i t i e s w i t h the H i n d u 
s ta te o f V i j a y n a g a r ended , t h e i r t e m p o r a r y a l l i ance went to 
pieces a n d fresh war fa re ensued'*. A l i t t l e l a t e r when t h e i r 
a rch-enemies , the M u s l i m s i n the N o r t h , the M o g h a l E m p e r 
ors , S h a h j a h a n a n d A u r a n g z e b , i n v a d e d t h e m w i t h t h e i r 
i n v i n c i b l e a rmies , t h e y c o u l d n o t h e l p l o o k i n g for suppor t 
f rom the then g r o w i n g M a r a t h a chief ta ins a n d t h e i r s t u r d y 
fo l lowers i n M a h a r a s h t r a . B e i n g mos t merc i l e s s ly hammered 
f rom the N o r t h b y the power fu l M o g h a l a rmies a n d be ing 
i n t e r n a l l y ea ten a w a y b y the v e r y M a r a t h a S i r d a r s who 
were c a l l e d for he lp , these M u s l i m powers i n the S o u t h p e r i 
shed one after another ! 

SHAHAJI, THE VALIANT! 
918» T h e m o s t p r o m i n e n t o f a l l these M a r a t h a S i r d a r s , 

a n d the one i n w h o m a lways b l a z e d the secret a m b i t i o n t o 
•establish a H i n d u power was Shaha j i , the v a l i a n t , o f the 
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B h o s a l e f a m i l y . 

919. I t has been a l r e a d y s t a t e d t h a t af ter the co l lapse 

o f V i j a y n a g a r T i r u m a l r a i a n d o the r H i n d u p r inces fled to the 

S o u t h a n d e s t ab l i shed ano the r i n d e p e n d e n t H i n d u p r i n c i p a l 

i t y a t P e n u k o n d a i n i n A . D , 1567'*. Shree rang , T i r u m a l r a i ' s 

son , r e m o v e d h i s c a p i t a l to C h a n d r a g i r i af ter h is fa ther ' s 

d e a t h " . O t h e r pr inces , t o o , f o u n d e d t h e i r s m a l l Sta tes , b u t 

t h e y were , i n fact , t he f ragments o f the o l d V i j a y n a g a r 

e m p i r e n o w set a d r i f t af ter the deluge . O f the different 

' N a y a k s ' (Subhedars) o f the V i j a y n a g a r e m p i r e a few now 

c o n s o l i d a t e d t h e i r power a n d r u l e d i n d e p e n d e n t l y . Some 

c a l l e d themselves ' P a l e g a r s ' a n d founded the s ta tes of J i n g i , 

T a n j a w a r a n d o the r s m a l l H i n d u s t a t e s ' ' . So even after the 

col lapse o f V i j a y n a g a r the w h o l e r eg ion s o u t h o f the c a p i t a l 

r i g h t up t o R a m e s h w a r a m was unde r the H i n d u sway '* . L a t e r 

•s t i l l w i t h the n o m i n a l s u z e r e i n t y o f the S u l t a n o f V i j a p u r , 

S h a h a j i , as a V i j a p u r i S i r d a r , e s t a b l i s h e d h i s 'de f ac to ' ove r -

l o r d s h i p i n the sou th a n d b r o u g h t t h e m a l l unde r h i s u n i f y i n g 

c o n t r o l . Shaha j i e x e r t e d a g rea t influence as a n ab le p o l i t i c a l 

•and m i l i t a r y leader , because o f h i s v i c t o r i e s , r i g h t f r o m 

A h m e d n a g a r to R a m e s h w a r a m unde r e v e r y M u s l i m power , 

f r o m the M o g h a l s o f D e l h i to the m o r i b u n d S u l t a n a t e o f 

V i j a p u r . H e was e q u a l l y k n o w n eve rywhere as t h e s t a u n c h 

s u p p o r t e r o f the H i n d u s ! H i s was the d e c i d i n g v o t e i n respect 

o f the p o l i t i c a l manoeuvres i n the sou th . A l i n e f rom a con 

t e m p o r a r y poet , w h i c h became a c o m m o n s a y i n g i n those 

d a y s , s t a t ed t h a t t h e ea r t h was r u l e d b y the t w o gua rd i ans 

o f d i r e c t i o n s ' . 3tt W ^ f f f ftlrl Wf^lt t I 

( 'Shahajahan i n the n o r t h a n d S h a h a j i i n the South . ' ) 

920 ' F o r Shaha j i t hus t o conquer the r emnan t s o f the 

V i j a y n a g a r E m p i r e i n the name o f a M u s l i m w o u l d a t the 

first s ight seem h i g h l y prepos te rous a n d w o u l d even s m e l l o f 

h i g h t reason aga in s t the H i n d u n a t i o n . B u t i t s h o u l d , a t 

t h e same t i m e , be r emembered t h a t i t i s because he b r o u g h t 

a h these sca t t e red a n d v a n q u i s h e d H i n d u states u n d e r h i s 

un i f i ed c o n t r o l t h a t he c o u l d overawe his v e r y S u l t a n a n d 

r u l e the S o u t h l i k e a n independen t H i n d u K i n g a t M y s o r e . 
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T h a t h e d i d t h i s i n o rde r t o r o o t out a l l the M u s l i m Sultans-
f r o m the D e c c a n a n d to f o u n d a n a l l - e m b r a c i n g p o w e r f u l 
H i n d u K i n g d o m c a n a m p l y be p r o v e d b y the f ac t t h a t v e r y 
soon one o f h i s sons c o u l d set up a n i n d e p e n d e n t p o w e r f u l 
a n d conque r ing H i n d u E m p i r e a n d t h a t he c o u l d he lp h i m 
secre t ly i n t h a t great cause. T h a t t h i s ' i n s i g n i f i c a n t ' ' r e b e l 
l i o u s ' son o f h i s c o u l d n o t have g r o w n i n t o a successful 
e m p i r e - b u i l d e r w i t h o u t , n o t o n l y the benevolen t c o n n i v a n c e 
o f S h a h a j i , b u t also h i s a c t i v e b u t secret ass is tance a n d 
g u i d a n c e , requires no fu r the r e luc ida t ion*" . A l t h o u g h f o r 
reasons o f c h r o n o l o g i c a l sequence we m a y n o t name th i s 
i l l u s t r i o u s s o n o f S h a h a j i jus t ye t , i t m u s t a l r e a d y have 
flashed l i k e a l i g h t n i n g i n the hear ts o f the readers ! T h e r e 
c a n be no d o u b t abou t i t ! 

921 . I n s i m i l a r c i r cums tances , d u r i n g the yea r s A . D . 
1316-1322, K h u s h r u k h a n c o m m a n d e d the S u l t a n ' s w h o l e 
a r m y a t D e l h i as a M u s l i m , because the H i n d u m i l i t a r y h e l p 
was r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e , a n d conquered a n d c o n s o l i d a t e d 
f o r c i b l y the S o u t h e r n H i n d u Sta tes , w h i c h never u n i t e d o f 
t h e i r o w n a c c o r d , as p a r t s o f the v a s t empi re o f a M u s l i m 
S u l t a n ; (Oh. X V I I ) . A n d o n l y af ter he succeeded i n per fec
t i n g the p l a n s fo r h i s coup d ' etat , d i d he k i l l the S u l t a n o f 
D e l h i ove rn igh t , a scend ing the t h rone h i m s e l f as a H i n d u 
m o n a r c h . H e m e r e l y b r u s h e d as ide , as i t were , the l a b l e 
' M u s l i m ' f r o m the i m p e r i a l t h r o n e a n d w r o t e i n b o l d l e t t e r s 
' H i n d u ' over i t . W i t h i n a d a y the a l l - I n d i a K h i l j i e m p i r e 
became a H i n d u empi re ! A g a i n a l i t t l e l a t e r w h e n H a r i h a r 
a n d B u k k a were c a p t u r e d a n d made M u s l i m s a n d were 
r o t t i n g i n c a p t i v i t y a t D e l h i , t h e y first e m p l o y e d the same 
K o u t i l e e y a code o f e th ics to w i n the confidence o f the S u l t a n 
o f D e l h i under the i r M u s l i m g a r b . T h e y i n v a d e d the r e b e l l i o u s 
H i n d u s o f the S o u t h as M u s l i m commanders at the head o f 
a M u s l i m a r m y a n d a i d e d b y M u s l i m w e a l t h ; b u t a t t h e 
ea r l i es t o p p o r t u n i t y t hey j o i n e d the r ebe l l ious H i n d u s 
themselves a n d b e i n g r e c o n v e r t e d t o H i n d u i s m founded a 
s t r o n g i n d e p e n d e n t H i n d u empi re a t V i j a y n a g a r . T h e same 
K o n t i l e e y a s t r a t egy was used b y S h a h a j i i n conque r ing t h e 
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H i n d u S ta tes r i g h t u p t o J i n g i a n d T a n j a w a r w i t h the V i j a p u r 

a r m y a n d a t the V i j a p u r i expend i tu r e a n d b r i n g i n g t h e m 

u n d e r t h e n o m i n a l sove re ign ty o f the S u l t a n of V i j a p u r . 

I m m e d i a t e l y af ter the f a l l o f the V i j a y n a g a r empi re , S h a h a j i 

was c o n s o l i d a t i n g the H i n d u m i g h t to o v e r t h r o w the M u s l i m 

d o m i n a t i o n a n d to e s tab l i sh a sove re ign H i n d u gove rnmen t , 

w h i c h was g o i n g to be fa r m i g h t i e r t h a n a n y gone before i t , 

a n d w h i c h was des t ined to b r i n g the final v i c t o r y for t h e 

H i n d u s . T h i s was the momen tous j o b o f l a y i n g the f o u n d a 

t i o n o f the fu ture H i n d u v i c t o r y t h a t S h a h a j i w a s engaged 

i n those pe r i l ous t imes ! 

922. Because o f these h e a r t e n i n g events the i n d o m i t a b l e 

H i n d u n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n c o u l d eas i ly s u r v i v e the g r i evous 

f a l l o f V i j a y n a g a r , whereas the M u s l i m s (cou ld n o t a v a i l o f 

i t i n the least , so as to shape the fu ture i n t h e i r f a v o u r ! 

• 



CHAPTEIi X X 

THE END OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 
AND AFTER 

923. A f t e r h a v i n g so f a r r e v i e w e d I n d i a n H i s t o r y f r o m 
the s t a n d p o i n t o f the H i n d u n a t i o n , we s h a l l n o w t a k e u p 
some connec ted events o f the s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y a n d 
thereaf te r . 

SWARM OF EUROPEAN PIRATES 
INVADE INDIA 

924. T h e first o f the E u r o p e a n na t i ons to i n v a d e I n d i a 
w a s P o r t u g a l . I t was V a s c o D e G a m a , the Po r tuguese 
n a v i g a t o r , who first r o u n d e d the Cape o f G o o d H o p e a n d 
d i s c o v e r e d a s t r a i g h t sea-route to I n d i a . H e was , h o w e v e r , 
g u i d e d b y one o f the cap t a in s o f the I n d i a n m e r c a n t i l e 
mar ine^ , w h o p l i e d to a n d fro be tween the I n d i a n a n d the 
A f r i c a n coasts . I n A . D . 1498 he first l a n d e d i n the p o r t o f 
C a l i k a t on the W e s t e r n coas t o f I n d i a ^ , p rofess ing p u r e l y 
c o m m e r c i a l in te res t s w h i c h subsequen t ly se rved to be a v e r y 
fine p r e t e x t for the o the r Por tuguese a n d E u r o p e a n n a t i o n a l s 
w h o f o l l o w e d su i t , to camouflage t h e i r secret t e r r i t o r i a l 
a m b i t i o n s i n I n d i a . A c c o r d i n g l y , i m m e d i a t e l y af ter t w o 
y e a r s i n A . D . 1500 came P a d r o A l v a i r a ' s C a b r a l , a n o t h e r 
P o r t u g u e s e a d m i r a l w i t h t h i r t e e n wa r sh ip s fitted w i t h guns 
a n d w e a p o n s u n d e r h i s c o m m a n d ' . See ing t h a t the M u s l i m 
t r a d e r s h a d a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d themselves w e l l i n C o c h i n , 
he w e n t there first to u n d e r m i n e t he i r p reponderance i n 
i n t e r - c o n t i n e n t a l t r a d e . F r o m the b e g i n n i n g the P o r t u g u e s e 
h a d cher i shed inve t e r a t e e n m i t y t o w a r d s the M u s l i m s as a 
resu l t o f the h o r r i b l e r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l aggress ion o f the l a t t e r 
o n S p a i n a n d P o r t u g a l as has a l r e a d y been referred to 
i n P a r a s 539 to 546. L a t e r i n A . D . 1509 A l b o u q u e r q u e 
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wais made the G o v e r n o r o f the P o r t u g u e s e possessions i n 

I n d i a . H e i t was w h o conquered G o a a n d the s u r r o u n d i n g 

t e r r i t o r y f r o m the M u s l i m S u l t a n s o f V i j a p u r i n A . D . 1510*. 

I t was he a g a i n w h o encouraged h i s P o r t u g u e s e c o m p a t r i o t s 

to m a r r y , even w i t h force a n d dece i t , i f necessary , H i n d u 

.girls i n o rde r t o ensure the permanent Por tuguese se t t lements 

i n I n d i a * . A b o u t t h i s t i m e the Po r tuguese p r i e s t h o o d 

•claimed t h a t i t was t h e i r supreme r e l i g i o u s d u t y to 

p r o s e l y t i z e the H i n d u s even w i t h force , a n d m a d e t h e i r k i n g 

issue a r o y a l o r d e r to t h a t effect*. I t is unde r t h i s r o y a l 

s a n c t i o n t h a t the P o r t u g u e s e i n G o a p e r p e t r a t e d the 

indesc r ibab le a t roc i t i e s , rapes a n d va r ious o the r outrages o n 

t h e H i n d u s , m e n a n d w o m e n , there as are m e n t i o n e d i n P a r a s 

539 to 546 o f t h i s book . 

9 2 5 . T h e p a t r o n - s a i n t d i r e c t i n g these b l o o d - c u r d l i n g 

Por tuguese r e l i g ious f o r m a l i t i e s was t h e J e s u i t m i s s i o n a r y . 

S a i n t F r a n c i s X a v i e r , w h o m the pe r secu ted H i n d u s c a l l e d 

•Satan i n c a r n a t e ! H e came to I n d i a i n 1540. 

9 2 5 - A . T h i s s o - c a l l e d ' S a i n t ' X a v i e r h i m s e l f p r o u d l y 

s ta tes i n one o f h i s l e t t e r s h i s t r i u m p h a n t success i n 

the d e v i l i s h pe r secu t ion o f the H i n d u s (see P a r a g r a p h s 539 

to 546) . H e h i m s e l f a n d hundreds o f o the r miss ionar ie s w h o 

came af ter h i m , c o n v e r t e d i n n u m e r a b l e H i n d u s to C h r i s t i a 

n i t y w i t h a l l sor ts o f b r u t a l i t i e s a n d v a n d a l i s m ' . Count less 

H i n d u m e n a n d w o m e n c o m m i t t e d su i c ide to escape th i s 

v i o l e n t persecut ion*. T h e Por tuguese g r a d u a l l y conquered 

D i v , D a m a n , S a s h t i , V a s i a (Basse in) , C h o u l , M u m b a i 

( B o m b a y ) o n the W e s t e r n coast o f I n d i a a n d S a i n t H o m e 

near M a d r a s , and H u g l i i n B e n g a l , o f w h i c h M u m b a i 

( B o m b a y was presen ted to the E n g l i s h K i n g as a d o w r y i n 

1668 (1661-2 ?) b y the P o r t u g u e s e K i n g Char les I P . I t was 

subsequen t ly m a d e ove r b y K i n g C h a r l e s I I o f E n g l a n d 

t o E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y for a n o m i n a l r en t o f £ 10 a year*". 

T h e res t o f the r e g i o n r o u n d abou t B o m b a y i n the Po r tuguese 

possess ion was re leased b y the M a r a t h a s . G o a was the o n l y 

ma jo r possess ion lef t i n the Por tuguese hands . • 

926. T h e Dutch : — Q u i c k on the heels o f the Po r tueuese 
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the D u t c h o f H o l l a n d en te red I n d i a . T h e D u t c h E a s t 
I n d i a C o m p a n y was f o r m e d i n A . D . 1602 for the purpose^",, 
b u t t hey c o u l d n o t find a firm f o o t i n g i n I n d i a . J a w a a n d 
S u m a t r a , however , p r o v e d c o n g e n i a l t o the tn . H e n c e t h e y 
d i r e c t e d a l l t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t o t h a t r e g i o n a n d made i t t h e i r 
s t r o n g h o l d . W h e n the E n g l i s h began t o dabb le there , the-
D u t c h cu t t h e m a l l b u t one a t A m b o i n a , a n d r u l e d p r a c t i c a l l y 
the w h o l e o f the I n d o n e s i a n a r c h i p e l a g o unhampered^ i . 

927. T h e Eng l i sh : — A l t h o u g h the E n g l i s h E a s t I n d i a 
C o m p a n y was f o r m e d i n A . D . 1600, i t c o u l d n o t open its-
first f a c t o r y i n I n d i a t i l l A . D . 1608. J a h a n g i r gave them, 
p e r m i s s i o n to open one a t S u r a t i n A . D . 1613^2. A f t e r a w h i l e 
i n 1689 the m o n o p o l y o f the B r i t i s h E a s t I n d i a Company-
was cance l l ed because o f m a n y m a l p r a c t i c e s a n d r i v a l r i e s i r t 
the C o m p a n y ' s servants and ano the r c o m p a n y was f o r m u l a 
t e d to c a r r y on I n d i a n Trade^ ' . B u t w h e n i t was seen t h a t 
such c o m p e t i t i o n was d e t r i m e n t a l t o t h e in teres ts o f the-
B r i t i s h N a t i o n as a w h o l e the t w o companies were-
amalgamated^*. 

928. A s t h i s B r i t i s h E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y w a s l a t e r on. 
to enlarge the scope of her a c t i v i t i e s t o s u c h a n enormous-
ex ten t as to encompass a fo re ign s tupendous I n d i a n e m p i r e , 
i t i s ou t o f p l ace a n d even i m p o s s i b l e t o d iscuss i t s extensive-
h i s t o r y i n these i n t r o d u c t o r y r e m a r k s . M o r e o v e r , as the 
E n g l i s h were to meet the M a r a t h a s o n the ba t t l e f i e lds a m i d s t , 
t he c l a sh o f a rms , the b o o m o f cannons a n d the swagger ing, 
wagers w i t h empires as the t e m p t i n g s takes , we w o u l d 
r a the r d iscuss i t a l i t t l e l a t e r so fa r as i t w i l l be poss ib l e t o 
do so . 

929. T h e F r e n c h : — O f the E u r o p e a n na t i ons w h o 
f o l l o w e d s u i t af ter the Por tuguese a n d t r i e d t he i r h a n d a t 
the eas te rn t r a d e a n d the overseas empires the F r e n c h were 
the l a s t t o appear o n the scene. F o r the F r e n c h E a s t I n d i a . 
C o m p a n y was floated as l a te as A . D . 1664^' . B u t t h e y 
p rospe red q u i c k l y i n t h e i r c o m m e r c i a l a c t i v i t i e s . W h y , i f 
c r ed i t is t o be g i v e n to a n y E u r o p e a n who t h o u g h t fo r the-
first t i m e o f a c q u i r i n g no t o n l y s m a l l s ca t t e r ed footholds . 
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b u t l a rge empi res i n I n d i a a n d w h o t r i e d to rea l ize these 

a m b i t i o u s schemes o f h i s b y large-scale m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n 

i n I n d i a n p o l i t i c s , i t was F r e n c h G o v e r n o r D u p l e i x " . T h e 

n e x t c l a i m a n t t o t h a t h o n o u r is t h a t v a g a b o n d a n d t empes 

tuous E n g l i s h y o u t h , R o b e r t C l i v e , w h o entered I n d i a as a 

•common s o l d i e r " , b u t w h o soon came to c o m m a n d la rge 

a.rmies a n d to l a y the founda t i ons o f the v a s t B r i t i s h E m p i r e 

i n I n d i a . T h e bas ic i d e a u n d e r l y i n g the schemes o f these 

t w o f a r - s igh t ed y o u n g m e n was t h a t w i t h p r o p e r t r a i n 

i n g g rea t d r i l l e d a n d w e l l - d i s c i p l i n e d a rmies c o u l d be 

f o r m e d here i n I n d i a ou t o f the v e r y I n d i a n so ld ie r s w i t h i n 

•a v e r y s h o r t t i m e , a n d t ha t , w i t h compe ten t , efficient a n d 

u n c o r r u p t i b l e E u r o p e a n m i l i t a r y officers a n d commanders 

a t the head o f t h i s v e r y I n d i a n a r m y t h e y c o u l d e a s i l y b u i l d 

u p t h e i r s t r o n g E m p i r e s i n I n d i a . I t w i l l be d iscussed i n i t s 

p r o p e r p l ace h o w grea t was the h a r v e s t t h a t these d a r i n g 

schemes r e a p e d i n the years t o come . 

930. I t i s , however , p r o p e r t o d i scuss t h e F r e n c h 

affai rs i n I n d i a to a c e r t a i n e x t e n t . F o r a l t h o u g h for a t i m e 

t h e F r e n c h a n d the E n g l i s h fought amongs t themselves o n 

t h e I n d i a n s o i l a n d a l t h o u g h they t o o k oppos i t e s ides i n the 

i n t e r n e c i n e c i v i l w a r s o f the I n d i a n K i n g s a n d P r ince s , i n 

t h e e n d the F r e n c h were on l o s i n g g r o u n d s . A g a i n t h e i r 

defeat a t the hands o f the E n g l i s h i n the E u r o p e a n thea t res 

•of war r ende red the F r e n c h a u t h o r i t i e s i n I n d i a t h o r o u g h l y 

i n c a p a b l e o f de fend ing t h e i r p o s i t i o n s aga ins t t h e ever 

i n c r e a s i n g s e v e r i t y o f the E n g l i s h at tacks^*. T h e leaders 

l i k e D u p l e i x , B u s i e , Suffren a n d o the r s , w h o w o r k e d h a r d 

a n d spent the bes t o f t h e i r energies for t h e e x p a n s i o n o f the 

F r e n c h empi re i n I n d i a , were v e r y s h a b b i l y t r ea t ed a t home 

b y the F r e n c h peop le a n d the F r e n c h G o v e r n m e n t " . N o b o d y 

a ,pprecia ted t h e i r best efforts a t t h e p rope r t imes n o r gave 

t h e m a n y s u p p o r t . A g a i n t h i s I n d i a n a r m y of the F r e n c h 

fough t aga ins t the M a r a t h a s o n a few occasions , o n l y t o 

r e c e i v e s t u n n i n g b lows a n d as such w h e n i t was clear t h a t 

the chances o f the F r e n c h e m p i r e i n I n d i a were a lmos t n i l l , 

t h e y began to he lp the I n d i a n p r inces a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e 
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M a r a t h a s p a r t i c u l a r l y i n respect o f the t r a i n i n g o f the a r m y 
a n d the use o f the new guns . T h e E n g l i s h were v e r y r e l u c t a n t 
t o he lp a n y n a t i v e ru l e r create a d i s c i p l i n e d a r m y or t o 
s e l l t h e m newer weapons l i k e the guns a n d cannons . B u t 
t h e P r e n c h were o n l y too w i l l i n g to do t h a t i n exchange 
for large sums o f m o n e y or s u b s t a n t i a l g ran t s o f l a n d , a n d 
e s p e c i a l l y so, i f t h a t p u r c h a s i n g a u t h o r i t y was engaged ini 
a s t ruggle w i t h the E n g l i s h . T h e M a r a t h a s , i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
r e a l i z e d the i n e v i t a b l e greatness o f the E u r o p e a n t y p e o f 
t r a i n i n g o f t roops a n d the p r o d u c t i o n o f the efficient n e w 
w e a p o n s o f w a r l i k e the v a r i o u s types o f s m a l l a n d b i g 
fire-arms. H e n c e t h e y e m p l o y e d F r e n c h v e t e r a n m i l i t a r y 
officers a n d t h e i r sa te l l i t e s i n t h e i r a rmies . I b r a h i m K h a n 
G a r d i , the famous a r t i l l e r y c o m m a n d e r i n the M a r a t h a 
a r m y a t the ba t t l e s of U d g e e r a n d P a n i p a t , h a d r e c e i v e d his-
t r a i n i n g i n t h a t field i n the F r e n c h a r t i l l e r y d iv i s ions^" . 
L a t e r o n M a h a d a j i S h i u d e (Scindia) e m p l o y e d F r e n c h officers 
l i k e D e B o y n e a n d M . .Pe r ron as the c h i e f commande r s o f 
t h e i r a r t i l l e r y a n d o the r d iv is ions^^ a n d f o r m e d a w e l l - e q u i p 
p e d , w e l l - t r a i n e d , m e c h a n i z e d a r m y o f h is o w n . W i t h this-
w e l l - t r a i n e d s t r o n g a r m y M a h a d a j i c o u l d over-awe the who le 
o f the a n t a g o n i s t i c n o r t h a n d v a n q u i s h the enemies ini 
v a r i o u s m i l i t a r y engagements . B u t af ter a w h i l e t h e 
E u r o p e a n N a t i o n s w o r k i n g i n I n d i a h a d come to a c e r t a i a 
u n w r i t t e n u n d e r s t a n d i n g , at leas t as regards I n d i a , t h a t i n 
the even t o f a n y I n d i a n ru l e r fighting aga ins t any o f the 
E u r o p e a n n a t i o n a l s , no E u r o p e a n a r m y leader s h o u l d t a k e 
sides w i t h the I n d i a n a n d he lp h i m w i t h h i s a r m y . A s s u c h 
l a t e r o n w h e n S h i n d e (Sc ind ia ) was engaged i n a d e a d l y 
s t rugg le w i t h the E n g l i s h , D e B o y n e , w h o h a d been r e c e i v i n g 
t h o u s a n d s o f rupees b y w a y o f s a l a r y , a n d the a r m y t r a i n e d 
b y h i m flatly refused to fight^^. T h e M a r a t h a s , t o o , were 
conscious o f such a t reacherous b e h a v i o u r on the p a r t o f 
these s a l a r i e d fore igners some t i m e or the o the r . H e n c e , the 
M a r a t h a s , o n t h e i r pa r t , h a d begun to o p e n fac tor ies to 
manufac tu re s i m i l a r guns a n d to p r e p a r e I n d i a n officers to-
t r a i n a n d d r i l l t he a r m y o n E u r o p e a n l ines . B u t i n t h o s e 
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s t o r m y days o f incessan t war fa re i t w o u l d have been unwi se 

t o depend s o l e l y o n n o t h i n g b u t s u c h t r a i n e d a r m y d i v i s i o n s . 

E v e n second ra te states, l i k e the J a t s a n d the S i k h s , m a i n t a i n 

e d such b a t t a l i o n s . O n the w h o l e the ex i s tence o f the E r e n c h 

m i l i t a r y m i g h t i n I n d i a he lped here a n d the re t o check t h e 

o n w a r d m a r c h o f the B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s t i c power , a n d t h e 

M a r a t h a s , T i p u , the S i k h s a n d o the r I n d i a n ru l e r s d i d n o t 

f a i l to u t i l i z e i t to t h a t extent* ' . 

THE SIMULTANEOUS ATTACK OF ALL 
THE NON-HINDU NATIONS OF THE 

WORLD ON THE DECCAN 
(SOUTH INDIA) 

931 . W h e n the E u r o p e a n powers , m e n t i o n e d above , 

i n v a d e d I n d i a t h e y a l l d i d so b y the sea . N a t u r a l l y , t h e i r first 

t r e m e n d o u s ons l augh t s h a d t o be b o r n e a n d r e s i s t ed b y the 

D e c c a n a n d e s p e c i a l l y b y the M a r a t h a s . E a r l i e r , N o r t h I n d i a 

h a d to bear fo r s i x or seven centur ies the w h o l e b r u n t o f t h e 

fierce a n d m a r a u d i n g a t t a c k s o f the f a n a t i c a l M u s l i m s l i k e 

the M o g h a l s , the T u r k s , the A f g h a n s , the A r a b s a n d others , 

a n d h a d t o offer t h e m the s te rnes t poss ib le res i s tance . 

E v e n t u a l l y a l l these A s i a t i c M u s l i m n a t i o n a l s a n d the B a r b a r 

t r ibes f e l l v i o l e n t l y u p o n the S o u t h w i t h a v i e w to conquer 

i t for ever . E v e n w h i l e a l l these enemies were r e p e a t e d l y 

i n v a d i n g f r o m the N o r t h a n d the D e c c a n was engaged w i t h 

t h e m i n b l o o d y a n d d e a d l y wars , i n w h i c h t h o u s a n d s o f 

H i n d u s were offering t h e i r p rec ious l i v e s fo r t h e sake o f 

de fend ing t h e i r r e l i g i o n , as t h e y d i d i n the N o r t h , t h e 

S o u t h e r n I n d i a n p e o p l e were i n v a d e d , b y the sea, b y the new 

E u r o p e a n C h r i s t i a n n a t i o n a l s , as numerous as the l ocus t s 

t hemse lves . T h e enemies c r o w d e d i n u p o n the D e c c a n n o t 

o n l y f r o m the no r th -wes t o r the no r th -eas t bu t also f r o m the 

west . N o t o n l y b y l a n d b u t b y sea a lso d i d a l l the c o m b a t i v e 

m a r a u d i n g , aggressive a n d f ana t i c M u s l i m a n d C h r i s t i a n 

n a t i o n s h a d s i m u l t a n e o u s l y a t t a c k e d the D e c c a n a t the t i m e 

t o o v e r r u n the H i n d u s ta tes there a n d to e r a d i c a t e H i n d u 

r e l i g i o n f r o m the l a n d . 
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932 . N o r t h I n d i a h a d to face o n l y the M u s l i m n a t i o n s , 
w h i c h i t s e l f was n o t a n easy job . T h e d e a d l y w a r t h a t the 
H i n d u s h a d been fighting w i t h the M u s l i m s over centur ies o f 
years was as fierce a n d beset w i t h a l l so r t s o f dangers as t o 
e x h a u s t even t h e G o d s w h o h a d fought a g a i n s t the demons ! 
B u t the D e c c a n h a d the m i s f o r t u n e o f f a c i n g n o t o n l y a l l 
those M u s l i m s b u t a l so the E u r o p e a n C h r i s t i a n n a t i o n s l i k e 
the P o r t u g u e s e a n d o thers w h o were even greater enemies o f 
H i n d u i s m t h a n the M u s l i m s a n d w h o t r i e d every f o r m o f 
c r u e l t y to p r o s e l y t i z e the H i n d u s . A n d the S o u t h I n d i a n 
H i n d u s — a n d e s p e c i a l l y the M a r a t h a s w h o h a d a s s u m e d 
t h e i r l eade r sh ip i n t h i s w a r — s h o w e d the ra res t t e n a c i t y 
a n d i r r e s i s t i b l e d a r i n g t o repe l s i n g l e - h a n d e d these waves 
o f aggress ion r i s i n g a l l r o u n d t h e m . W h i l e t h o u s a n d s o f 
H i n d u s h a d been f sac r i f i c ing t h e i r l i v e s a l o n g w i t h those o f 
t h e i r w i v e s a n d c h i l d r e n o n the r e l i g ious f ron t aga ins t t h e 
M u s l i m s a n d the P o r t u g u e s e C h r i s t i a n s , as m a n y o the r s were 
fighting ba t t l e s a f te r ba t t l e s a n d w a r s af ter w a r s o n t h e 
p o l i t i c a l a n d m i l i t a r y f ron t s . T h i s e x c e p t i o n a l s t r u g g l e o f 
the H i n d u s aga ins t fo re ign aggressors is w o r t h a g l o r i o u s 
m e n t i o n i n the h i s t o r y o f the w o r l d . 

HINDU VIKRAMADITYA, HEMOO 
9 3 3 . T h e m a n y R a j p u t a n d M u s l i m s tates , w h o h a d 

c o l l e c t e d toge ther u n d e r t h e l eadersh ip o f R a n a Sang , a n d 
w h o h a d a sp i r ed t o re -es tab l i sh the H i n d u empi re h a d j o i n e d 
b a t t l e w i t h B a b a r a t K a n v a h . B u t af ter fierce fighting 
R a n a S a n g was finally defeated a n d B a b a r l a i d the f o u n d a 
t i o n o f the M o g h a l e m p i r e a t D e l h i . S o o n i n 1530 B a b a r 
d i e d a n d was succeeded b y h i s son , H u m a y u n , w h o i n h i s 
t u r n was ove rcome b y Sher S h a h , the founde r o f the S u r 
d y n a s t y . A s Sher S h a h S u r c a p t u r e d D e l h i , H u m a y u n h a d 
t o w a n d e r i n ex i l e t h r o u g h va r ious coun t r i e s l i k e K a b u l , 
K a n d a h a r , P e r s i a a n d others , o f w h i c h we need n o t g i v e a n y 
d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t . I t is enough to s a y t h a t even i n the r o y a l 
d y n a s t y o f S u l t a n S h e r S h a h , the upheava l s , u s u a l a n d 
i n e v i t a b l e i n eve ry M u s l i m reg ime, t o o k p l a c e a n d a f te r 
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v i o l e n t r e b e l l i o n s a n d b l o o d s h e d M o h a m m e d A d i l s h a h was 

•at l a s t i n s t a l l e d as the Emperor**. 

934. T h i s M o h a m m e d A d i l s h a h h a d e n t r u s t e d h is 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o a n able H i n d u V a z i r n a m e d H e m o o . 

H!emoo, t o o , w i t h o u t ever e n d a n g e r i n g h i s H i n d u r e l i g i o n i n 

the least a p p r o p r i a t e d the de fac to power o f the S u l t a n to 

h i m s e l f a n d r u l e d h i s d o m i n i o n s efficiently**. 

935. B u t th i s roused the j ea lousy a n d anger o f o the r 

JMus l im s i r d a r s . I n the m e a n w h i l e i n 1542 w h i l e he was ye t 

i n e x i l e H u m a y u n h a d a son , n a m e d A k b a r , who was l a t e r o n 

•destined to be a grea t emperor . W i t h the he lp o f the S h a h 

•of I r a n (Pers ia) H u m a y u n i n v a d e d I n d i a , a n d b u r n i n g the 

eyes o f h i s f a i th less b r o t h e r a n d i n f l i c t i n g e x e m p l a r y p u n i s h 

men t s on o the r enemies he reconquered D e l h i . B u t soon 

af ter h i s r e g a i n i n g the th rone o f D e l h i he s l i p p e d over the 

•marble s ta i rcase o f h is pa lace a n d d i e d i n 1556, g i v i n g r ise t o 

a n a r c h y everywhere . T h e l a s t emperor o f the S u r d y n a s t y , 

E m p e r o r M o h a m m e d S h a h A d i l , w h o was defeated b y 

B u m a y u n h a d fled to the nor th -wes t f ron t ie r . B u t h i s able 

m i n i s t e r , H e m o o , however , l i n g e r e d o n i n D e l h i i t s e l f t r y i n g 

to a v a i l h i m s e l f o f t h a t o p p o r t u n i t y . 

936. A v e r y s c a n t y reference has been made i n the 

l y i u s l i m h i s t o r i c a l w r i t i n g s abou t the pas t o r fu ture l i fe o f 

H e m o o , the v a l i a n t H i n d u leader . A H i n d u h i s t o r i a n was a n 

i m p o s s i b i l i t y a t t h a t t i m e a n d whoever t r i e d h is h a n d l a t e r 

•on a t w r i t i n g h i s t o r y has no t s a i d a n y t h i n g i n d e p e n d e n t l y 

a b o u t H e m o o . B u t we h a v e a l r e a d y shown i n C h a p t e r 

"Seventeen about H i n d u E m p e r o r D h a r m a r a k s h a k ( N a s i r - u d -

d in ) t h a t h i s a c t u a l heroic deed is far more i m p o r t a n t a n d 

r e l i a b l e a p r o o f t h a n any w r i t t e n r eco rd . S i m i l a r l y , we s h a l l 

t r y t o g i v e here the accoun t o f the H i n d u H e r o , H e m o o , as 

far as we can do so w i t h the same unassa i lab le l o g i c . 

937. I t is to be n o t e d t h a t even w h i l e he a s p i r e d t o 

f o r m a H i n d u E m p i r e , he r ece ived he lp f r o m m a n y A f g h a n 

s i r d a r s w h o h a d fa l l en f o u l o f the M o g h a l M u s l i m s * ' a n d 

•especial ly of the B a b a r f a c t i o n . 

938. I t is o b v i o u s t h a t the l i fe a n d career o f the 
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ear l i e r H i n d u E m p e r o r , Shree D h a r m a r a k s h a k ( N a s i r - u d -
d in ) , mus t have s e r v e d as an i d e a l to be fo l lowed before 
H e m o o as regards the o r i g i n a l i n s p i r a t i o n t o f o u n d a H i n d u 
empi re a n d the f o r m a t i o n o f a d e t a i l e d scheme o f h is w a r o f 
independence was concerned . A n u n d y i n g fire o f f reedom 
w h i c h sought to o v e r t h r o w the M u s l i m r u l e a n d f o u n d a 
H i n d u E m p i r e i n i t s s tead h a d once i n s p i r e d Shree D h a r m a 
r a k s h a k ( N a s i r - u d - d i n ) to b r i n g abou t a g lo r i ous y e t 
unsuccessful m i l i t a r y coup , s p u r r e d R a n a S a n g a n d o the r 
R a j p u t w a r r i o r s to cross swords , a l t h o u g h no t successfu l ly , 
w i t h B a b a r a t K a n v a h a n d a t h u n d r e d s o f p laces ea r l i e r a n d 
l a t e r , h a d s t i m u l a t e d m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u men a n d w o m e n t o 
undergo a l l ex t remet ies o f for tunes , to fight h o r r i b l e ba t t l e s 
or t o i m m o l a t e t h e i r l ives t o save t he i r r e l i g i o n . T h e same 
b l a z i n g fire o f freedom g lowed clear a n d b r i g h t i n the H i n d u 
hea r t o f H e m o o , t h e a m b i t i o u s H i n d u leader . 

938 -A . A s has been s a i d above he sec re t ly p repa red for-
a dec is ive ba t t l e , o rgan ized the M u s l i m d issent ients aga ins t 
the M o g h a l s a n d the H i n d u a r m y a n d marched aga ins t 
D e l h i ^ ' . A l l the H i n d u - M u s l i m officers a t D e l h i h a d se rved 
u n d e r h i m when he was the C h i e f M i n i s t e r ( V a z i r ) . There , , 
o ther p o l i t i c i a n s a n d the H i n d u s i n genera l offered h i m 
no o p p o s i t i o n w o r t h the name, su r r ende r ing to h is once 
d readed inf luence as a V a z i r . H i s conquest o f D e l h i , the 
c h i e f c a p i t a l o f M o g h a l empi re , caused a grea t c o m m o t i o n 
eve rywhere . 

939. H e m o o was b o r n a s t a u n c h H i n d u . D u r i n g the 
S u l t a n ' s reg ime he rose to p o l i t i c a l eminence b y sheer d i n t o f 
h is m e r i t w i t h o u t the s l igh tes t s lu r on his H i n d u i n d i v i d u a 
l i t y . I n the e n d , a s suming r e s p o n s i b i l i t y as the w e a k S u l t a n ' s 
V a z i r , he began to c o n t r o l the who le i m p e r i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , , 
a n d conso l ida te power i n t o h is o w n hands . A n d now he h a d 
open ly h o i s t e d the s t a n d a r d of H i n d u i s m ! boos ted up a . 
H i n d u i m p e r i a l power t r a m p l i n g d o w n the w h o l e o f the 
M u s l i m S u l t a n a t e I Q u i t e n a t u r a l l y the w h o l e o f the M u s l i m 
w o r l d was r o c k e d to the b o t t o m w i t h the c ry t h a t I s l a m was. 
d o o m e d a n d t h a t ka f i i r s flourished ! 
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940. I m m e d i a t e l y after c a p t u r i n g D e l h i he p u b l i c l y 

ascended the i m p e r i a l t h rone as a H i n d u emperor w i t h a l l 

the adequate p o m p a n d g l o r y and assumed the t i t l e o f 

V i k r a m a d i t y a fo r himself**. T h e n a f te r s t a b i l i z i n g a n d 

i n t r o d u c i n g efi icient managemen t o f the affairs o f h i s s ta te 

he s t a r t e d new conquests . F o r m e r l y as the S u l t a n ' s V a z i r 

he h a d w o n fifteen to s ix teen ba t t l e s c rush ing d o w n t h e 

r e v o l t s o f t h e M u s l i m a n d o ther chieftains**. A s such he h a d 

a grea t self-confidence i n h i s a b i l i t i e s as regards the efficient 

c o n d u c t o f w a r was concerned . A t the first s t roke he s t o r m e d 

a n d seized the second grea t M o g h a l fo r t o f Agra** , w h i c h was 

cons ide red to be i m p r e g n a b l e , a n d the c i t y a r o u n d i t . 

941 . A t th i s t i m e the fu ture emperor , A k b a r , was a 

mere l a d o f t h i r t e e n or four teen years . H i s V a z i r , B a h i r a m -

k h a n , was h is g u a r d i a n a n d the de fac to head o f h i s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . O n h e a r i n g the news o f H e m o o , he a t once 

r e so lved to c rush d o w n th i s b o l d r i s i n g o f the H i n d u s . B u t 

r i g h t f r o m R a j p u t a n a to the D e c c a n numerous H i n d u -

M u s l i m s ta tes , b o t h b i g a n d s m a l l , h a d r i s en i n r e v o l t aga in s t 

t h i s n e w l y f o r m e d M o g h a l empi re . H e n c e the o ther M u s l i m 

s i rda r s a d v i s e d B a h i r a m k h a n to p u t these d o w n first a n d t o 

keep y o u n g A k b a r a t K a b u l i n safety. B u t the d i sc ree t 

B a h i r a m k h a n firmly asse r ted t h a t H e m o o ' s r i s i n g i n the name 

o f a H i n d u empi re h a d to be p u t d o w n firmly. A c c o r d i n g l y 

B a h i r a m k h a n m a r c h e d on H e m o o a t the h e a d o f a power 

f u l a r m y , a n d i n s t e a d of s e n d i n g y o u n g A k b a r to K a b u l h e 

t o o k h i m a long to the b a t t l e - f i e l d . T h e armies o f B a h i r a m k h a n 

a n d H e m o o m e t near P a n i p a t . V i k r a m a d i t y a H e m o o ' s w a r r i o r s 

f ough t w i t h e x c e p t i o n a l b r a v e r y a n d s k i l l . I t seemed for a t i m e 

tha t H e m o o h a d w o n the ba t t l e , b u t as i l l - l u c k w o u l d have i t , 

i n the v e r y h o u r o f g l o r y V i k r a m a d i t y a H e m o o was s t r u c k i n 

the eye b y a s t r a y arrow*^, f r o m the a r m y o f B a h i r a m k h a n 

a n d he f e l l f rom his e l ephan t unconsc ious ! T h i s crea ted a 

h a v o c i n the H i n d u r a n k s o f H e m o o , w h i l e the M u s l i m 

so ld ie r s i n B a h i r a m k h a n ' s a r m y be ing qu i te mercena ry were i n 

a w a y l e t loose . W i t h a de t e rmined a t t a c k B a h i r a m k h a n 

m a d e t h i s confus ion worse confounded a n d v a n q u i s h i n g the 
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leaderless H i n d n a r m y , c a p t u r e d H e m o o a l i v e ' ^ . T a k i n g h i m 
to y o u n g emperor A k b a r B a h i r a m k h a n requested the l a t t e r to 
•behead H e m o o w i t h h i s o w n r o y a l hands . B u t y o u n g A k b a r 
•could n o t b r i n g h i m s e l f u p to do such a c r u e l deed . So the 
enraged B a h i r a m k h a n h i m s e l f _ unshea thed h i s s w o r d a n d cu t 
off H e m o o ' s head '* . 

942. T h i s m a r t y r d o m t h a t V i k r a m a d i t y a H e m o o cour 
t e d was as o b v i o u s l y (man i fes t ly ) done i n the cause o f H i n d u 
l e l i g i o n , a n d the greater g l o r y o f the H i n d u n a t i o n a n d 
H i n d u welfare as a n y o ther . T h e H i n d u n a t i o n m u s t a l w a y s 
b o w d o w n i t s head i n a l l reverence t o t h i s he ro , w h o u n 
f o r t u n a t e l y is n o t so r emembered amongs t the v e r y few so-
c a l l e d m a r t y r s a n d w a r r i o r s i n the H i n d u w o r l d . W e l l , be 
i t so ! B u t even i f the m i l l i o n s o f these se l f -dece ived a n d 
u n g r a t e f u l H i n d u s have fo rgo t t en h i m , the H i n d u n a t i o n as 
a who le m u s t a lways remember t h a t the u n d y i n g H i n d u a s p i 
r a t i o n to free i t s e l f w h i c h was k e p t c o n t i n u a l l y ablaze 
t h r o u g h a success ion o f genera t ions a n d o v e r cen tur ies t o 
ge the r a n d w h i c h u l t i m a t e l y r e n t t o pieces the M u s l i m 
i m p e r i a l power , p l a n t i n g o n i t s dead r e m a i n s the g lo r i ous 
banner o f a n I n d i ^ - w i d e H i n d u empi re , was f ed o n the n o w 
fo rgo t t en m a r t y r d o m , a n d the s a c r i f i c i a l offerings o f t h e i r 
l i ves o n the a l t a r o f wa r , o f the n u m e r o u s b rave heroes l i k e 
H e m o o , who were fatwff^ "l̂ fate :̂ ( ambi t ious o f b e i n g the l o r d s 
o f D e l h i ) . 

943 . H e r e i t s e l f m a y we offer ou r r e v e r e n t i a l t r i b u t e s 
t o the g lo r i ous m e m o r y o f V i k r a m a d i t y a H e m o o , the g rea t J 
a n d p roceed fur ther ! 

THE VALIANT QUEEN DURGAWATI 
944. B a h i r a m k h a n , thereaf ter , t o o k A k b a r s t r a i g h t t o 

D e l h i ; l a t e r t h e y t w o toge ther reduced a l l the rebe ls u p t o 
•Gwal ior (Gwalhe r ) . B u t t h e y soon f e l l o u t a n d A k b a r assumed 
•supreme a u t h o r i t y , whe reupon B a h i r a m k h a n r ebe l l ed , b u t 
was defeated '*. E v e n t hen A k b a r d i d n o t k i l l h i m ou t 
r i g h t , b u t sent h i m a w a y to M a k k a . B a h i r a m k h a n , however , 
f e l l a p r e y to a revengefu l enemy o f h i s o f the ea r l i e r days ' ^ . 
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945. I n A . D . 1564 the i n d e p e n d e n t R a j p u t K i n g i n 

G o n d w a n a , n a m e d V e e r N a r a y a n , was a t t a c k e d b y A k b a r ' * . 

K i n g V e e r N a r a y a n was a m i n o r . Y e t h i s mo the r , the d o w a 

ger Queen D u r g a w a t i , d e c i d e d no t to su r render b u t to fight 

the w e l l - e q u i p p e d i m p e r i a l a r m y o f A k b a r , a n d offered 

such a t o u g h res is tance t h a t for a w h i l e the i nvade r s w e r e 

a s tounded . She b r a v e l y defended the cause o f H i n d u i s m t i l l 

she was o v e r w h e l m e d b y the v a s t l y super io r numbers o f t h e 

M u s l i m empero r . B u t d i d she sue for peace a n d l a y d o w n 

a rms ? D i d she a s k fo r the i m p e r i a l c lemency as fo r a p o w e r 

less w o m a n ? O r , d i d she send a ' R a k h i ' to A k b a r a n d 

a b j e c t l y request h i m t o t r ea t her as a s i s te r a n d s h o w m e r c y 

to her as d i d some o ther R a j p u t l ad ies off a n d on ? N o , n o t 

a t a l l ! K n o w i n g f u l l w e l l f r om h u n d r e d s o f such cases h o w 

these M u s l i m w o l v e s i l l - t r e a t e d a n d mo le s t ed the r o y a l H i n d u 

l ad ies w h o f e l l c ap t i ve s i n t h e i r h a n d s . R a n i D u r g a w a t i 

s t a u n c h l y refused to do a n y t h i n g o f the k i n d . She , o n t h e 

c o n t r a r y , offered her b o d y , a l o n g w i t h m a n y o t h e r lad ies o f 

the cour t , t o the ' s ac red ' fire o f the b a t t l e . She lef t s t r i c t 

orders to her a t t e n d a n t t o b u r n her d e a d b o d y a n d n o t to l e t 

the M u s l i m inf ide ls t o u c h i t " . E v e n after he r d e a t h R a j a 

V e e r N a r a y a n c o n t i n u e d to fight w i t h the M u s l i m s , b u t h i s 

resis tance was p u t d o w n b y the v a s t l y supe r io r M u s l i m , 

forces a n d i n A . D . 1562 h is s m a l l s ta te o f G o n d w a n a w a s 

annexed to the M o g h a l e m p i r e " . 

946. A k b a r t h e n began to en t ice the softer ones o f t h e 

R a j p u t ru le r s , w h o h a d been d i sgus ted w i t h incessant w a r f a r e 

w i t h the M u s l i m s over genera t ions together , w i t h v e r y a l l u r 

i n g p romises o f h o n o u r a b l e a n d f r i e n d l y t r e a t m e n t to t h e 

H i n d u s . B u t o n seeing t h a t , even w h e n these doc i l e R a j p u t 

ru le r s were p rone to accept A k b a r ' s t e rms , t h e y o f t e n 

h e s i t a t e d a n d fough t shy o f d o i n g so i n the face o f the h i g h 

sense o f h o n o u r a n d p r i d e i n t h e i r r e l i g i o u s a n d r a c i a l p u r i t y 

w h i c h made the be l l i ge ren t R a n a of C h i t o d s t a u n c h l y t u r n 

d o w n a l l ove r tu res o f peace f rom the M o g h a l E m p e r o r , A k b a r 

dec ided to subdue the f o r t o f C h i t o d first a n d a c c o r d i n g l y 

l a i d siege to i t i n A . D . 1 5 6 7 " . T h e R a n a o f C h i t o d a t t h a t 
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t i m e was U d a y S i n g h , who h a d no t even a s m a l l percentage 
o f the daunt less v a l o u r o f h is ce lebra ted fa ther , R a n a S a n g , 
w h o h a d ear l ie r fough t w i t h B a b a r . B u t the one cour tesan 
w h o was a t t h a t t ime w i e l d i n g r ea l power i n C h i t o d i n s p i r e d 
the R a j p u t s to e x t r a o r d i n a r y valour*". E v e n w h e n U d a y 
S i n g h fled a w a y to the forest , the g rea t f euda to ry l o r d s o f 
•Chi tod l i k e J a y m a l l a , P a t t a a n d others c o n t i n u e d to flight 
w i t h the M o g h a l s " . L a t e r when J a y m a l l a and P a t t a were 
k i l l e d on the ba t t l e - f ie ld a n d defeat was a b s o l u t e l y c e r t a i n , 
the R a j p u t H i n d u s of C h i t o d i n s t e a d o f becoming d i s p i r i t e d 
a n d d i s -hea r t ened were t o u c h e d to the q u i c k a n d i n f u r i a t e d 
to the ex t r eme . A l l the so ld ie rs despe ra t e ly en te red the 
ba t t l e - f i e ld a n d w i t h the w a r - c r y ' H a r , H a r M a h a d e v ' h e a p e d 
u p mounds o f the massacred M u s l i m w a r r i o r s . B u t u l t i m a t e 
l y when the R a j p u t s themselves were a l m o s t k i l l e d i n the 
ba t t l e , a l l the R a j p u t l ad ies o f C h i t o d set ab l aze t h e b i g fire 
w h i c h was k e p t r eady fo r the purpose a n d l eap t t h e r e i n 
f rom the r a m p a r t s o f the fo r t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r age- long 
g lo r ious t r a d i t i o n , w i t h s m a l l c h i l d r e n at t h e i r breas ts a n d 
the acc l ama t ions i n pra ise o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n on t h e i r l i p s . 
These b rave lad ies r educed themselves to ashes bu t d i d no t 
a l l o w t h e h a t e f u l M u s l i m - t o u c h to defile t he i r pu re bodies ! 
T h i s was the t h i r d g rea t s e l f - i m m o l a t i o n b y the l ad ie s o f 
Chi tod**. 

947 . I t was the same hear t less A k b a r who caused s u c h 
a grea t havoc a m o n g s t t h e H i n d u s , b u t w h o m the spineless 
H i n d u h i s t o r i a n s o f t o d a y c a l l the mos t l i b e r a l o f monarchs ; 
the one, t hey say , w h o y e a r n e d to b r i n g about a m i t y be tween , 
a n d u n i t y of, the H i n d u s a n d the M u s l i m s ; the one, i n t h e i r 
o p i n i o n , who t r ea t ed the H i n d u s far more h o n o u r a b l y t h a n 
a n y M u s l i m r u l e r before o r af ter h i m ; w h o was, a c c o r d i n g 
to t h e m , a ve r i t ab le R a j a R a m c h a n d r a amongs t the M u s l i m s ! 

948. B u t l e t i t a lso be remembered tha t , as i f n o t con
t e n t th i s b l o o d - c u r d l i n g sacrif ice o f m e n , women a n d c h i l d r e n 
o f C h i t o d , A k b a r en te red the b l o o d - s t a i n e d c i t y o f C h i t o d , 
p u t to s w o r d eve ry one o f the b e w a i l i n g H i n d u c i t i zens t h a t 
r e m a i n e d there**—and m a r k w e l l I he made no e x c e p t i o n for 
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t h e H i n d u w o m e n . T h i r t y t h o u s a n d H i n d u s lo s t t he i r l i ve s 

i n t h i s one b a t t l e o f C h i t o d . E v e n t u a l l y i t seems the stores 

a n d o the r i n a n i m a t e objects, o f C h i t o d appeared to h i m as 

d e a d l y enemies o f the M u s l i m s as the H i n d u s there , a n d 

hence t h i s d e v i l i s h des t roye r A k b a r went on p u l l i n g d o w n 

t h e H i n d u temples , p r a y e r h a l l s , palaces , houses—every th ing 

t h a t came his w a y a n d reduced t h e m a l l to heaps o f rubb le 

a n d ashes**. T h e temple o f the p r e s i d i n g Goddess o f C h i t o d 

l ikewise was r a sed to the g r o u n d , the i d o l o f the Goddess 

a n d a l l the c o u r t y a r d b e i n g comple t e ly des t royed . The 

b e a t i n g d r u m s , the fifes, the l amps , j ewel le ry a n d ornaments , 

d o o r f rames a n d eve ry sor t o f v a l u a b l e o r g r a n d a r t i c l e s o f 

H i n d u in te res t were sent a w a y to A g r a . O n l y after quench

i n g h i s fiendish f a n a t i c i s m a l i t t l e w i t h such an i n h u m a n 

•destruct ion o f the H i n d u c a p i t a l o f C h i t o d d i d th i s M u s l i m 

E m p e r o r A k b a r r e t u r n to D e l h i c a l l i n g h i m s e l f ' G a z i ' for th i s 

v i r t u o u s a n d p i o u s ac t o f h i s . 

949. O n the o ther hand , U d a y S i n g h , who was wander 

i n g i n t h e fores t for f ou r years unab le to avenge the b r u t a l 

•des t ruc t ion o f h i s k i n g d o m a n d the c a p i t a l c i t y o f C h i t o d , 

d i e d o f g r i e f i n A . D . 1572*'. 

RANA PRATAP SINGH, THE JEWEL AMONG 
THE HINDUS 

950. U d a y S i n g h ' s son, R a n a P r a t a p S i n g h , i m m e d i a t e l y 

ascended the non -ex i s t en t , i m a g i n a r y th rone o f C h i t o d ! B u t , 

•as he was offered the t r u l y great th rone i n the hearts o f a l l 

the s t a u n c h R a j p u t s a n d as he was cons ide red the v e r y 

e m b l e m o f t h e i r i n v i n c i b l e courage a n d v a l o u r , t h i s R a n a 

P r a t a p S i n g h shone w i t h more d a z z l i n g g l o r y t h a n m a n y 

e n t h r o n e d k i n g s . H e t u r n e d ou t to be the one such R a j p u t 

•Rana, w h o w o u l d never , unde r a n y odds—even a t the p e r i l 

o f h is l i f e — l e a v e the t r a d i t i o n a l h i g h sense o f h o n o u r o f the 

R a j p u t s . I n s t e a d o f seek ing the h u m i l i a t i n g f r i endsh ip w i t h 

A k b a r a n d the moment s o f peace a n d ease t h a t i t w o u l d have 

•offered he p re fe r red t o be the d i r e s t enemy of the mos t power

f u l o f M u s l i m E m p e r o r s , regardless o f u n t o l d miser ies a n d 
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c a l a m i t i e s t h a t such an e n m i t y d e v o l v e d on h i m . ,He^ 

cons idered i t to be the h a l l - m a r k o f t rue H i n d u i s m a n d true-

H i n d u k i n g s h i p to do so ? 

951 . A s C h i t o d was i n the hands of the M u s l i m s he kep t , 

h i s c a p i t a l m o v i n g w i t h h i m t h r o u g h v i l l a g e s a n d towns , , 

i n those p e r i l o u s t imes , a n d g r a d u a l l y rescued a large p o r t i o n 

o f h is los t k i n g d o m * ' . H e also f o r m e d a s t a u n c h a r m y o f 

despera te b u t d e v o t e d fo l lowers w h o h e l d t h e i r l i ves a t 

naugh t . I t is a p i t y t h a t we canno t descr ibe h i s t h r i l l i n g , 

exp lo i t s a n d p i t c h e d ba t t l e s here fo r w a n t o f space. 

952 . I n the end h i s inf luence grew so p o w e r f u l a n d sO' 

widespread t h a t A k b a r h i m s e l f h a d to send h is i m p e r i a l a r m y 

to subdue h i m . Shamefu l as i t i s . R a j a M a n s i n g h o f J a y p u r 

w h o h a d sur rendered h i m s e l f to A k b a r a n d the R a j p u t con

v e r t M a h a b a t k h a n c o m m i t t e d a n u n p a t r i o t i c ac t o f j o i n i n g 

P r i n c e S a l i m ' s a r m y m a r c h i n g aga ins t R a n a P r a t a p a t the 

E m p e r o r ' s orders*' . A n d a t t h i s t i m e i t was t h a t the ce lebra 

t e d b a t t l e o f H a l d i g h a t was fought . I n the heat o f fighting 

R a n a P r a t a p rode h is horse s t r a i g h t a t the e l ephan t o f P r i n c e 

S a l i m a n d t h a t u n r i v a l l e d horse , C h e t a k , w i t h o u t the s l igh tes t 

h e s i t a t i o n , made s t r a i g h t a t the t r u n k o f the P r ince ' s , 

e lephant a n d p l a n t e d h i s f ron t feet on i t . W i t h l i g h t n i n g 

speed R a n a P r a t a p ' s spear w h i z z e d pas t P r i n c e S a l i m ' s t h r o a t 

so d r e a d f u l l y as to s t u n the l a t t e r for a m o m e n t . B u t s e e i n g 

tha t h i s d a r t m i s s e d the m a r k R a n a P r a t a p r e t r ea ted w i t h 

e q u a l speed a n d got m i x e d u p w i t h the a r m y the v e r y nex t , 

m o m e n t , a n d was n o t to be s i n g l e d out**. 

953. S o o n he r e t r ea t ed f r o m th i s u n d e c i d e d b a t t l e w i t h 

t housands o f da re -dev i l s for h i s f a i t h f u l f o l l ower s , who were 

s w o r n t o h is cause a n d c a p t i v a t e d b y h i s v a l o u r a n d ca r r i ed 

the swi f t g u e r r i l l a war fa re t h r o u g h o u t M e w a d d e s t r o y i n g the 

M u s l i m s a n d freeing the w h o l e o f M e w a d except for the-

c a p i t a l c i t y o f C h i t o d . I n the end R a n a P r a t a p s t a b i l i z e d , 

h is m o v i n g c a p i t a l at U d e p u r , w h i c h never t i l l the e n d f e l l 

t o A k b a r . T h e l a t t e r d r o p p e d peace-feelers, bu t R a n a P r a t a p . 

never p a i d a n y heed to t hem. H i s reg ime i s so rep le te w i t h 

c h i v a l r o u s a n d r o m a n t i c adven tu res , deeds o f e x c e p t i o n a l 
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v a l o u r done b y c o m m o n fo lk s , as those b y the g rea t w a r r i o r s 

a n d the R a n a himself , t h a t ou r y o u n g genera t ion s h o u l d 

de lve deep i n t o t h e m a n d l e a r n t h e m b y ro te as r e v e r e n t i a l l y 

as t hey w o u l d the s tor ies f r o m R a m a y a n a n d M a h a b h a r a t . 

F o r t u n a t e l y the r o m a n t i c Rassos o f R a j p u t B h a t s up to t h e 

da te o f the grea t poe t B h o o s h a n are s t i l l a v a i l a b l e , w h i c h 

s h o u l d r e a l l y be a p p o i n t e d i n the secondary schools as c o m 

p u l s o r y t e x t - b o o k s . B u t alas ! i n th i s c r i t i c a l h i s t o r i c a l 

su rvey of ours there is no p lace for c i t i n g a n y passages f r o m 

t h e m . 

954-955. NOT n o w i n the f a d i n g l i g h t o f m y las t days 

is any t i m e 

left for t h e m ! 

T h i s R a n a P r a t a p S i n g h , a grea t o r n a m e n t to the H i n d u 

s o c i e t y , d i e d i n A . D . 1 5 8 1 " . 

THE RISE OF THE SIKHS IN THE PUNJAB 
A NEW AWAKENING OF THE 

HINDU MIGHT 
956. A s a i n t l y person, b y n a m e G u r u N a n a k , s t a r t e d a 

new r e l i g ious sect i n the P u n j a b b y the end o f the fifteenth 

c e n t u r y , the fo l lowers o f w h i c h soon o rg an i zed themse lves 

i n t o a homogeneous g roup c a l l i n g themselves S h i k h [ S i k h — 

^izjBO—ffjie d i sc ip les o f G u r u N a n a k . ] Shree G u r u N a n a k 

was n o t a s a n y a s i — a rec luse—but a m a n w i t h a f a m i l y t o 

b r i n g u p . H e p r eached t h a t the w o r s h i p o f G o d a n d t h e 

s e rv i ce o f h u m a n i t y was p o s s i b l e t h r o u g h d e v o t i o n . ' E v e r y 

m a n can f o l l o w t h i s p a t h o f d e v o t i o n !' he asserted*^. 

9 5 6 - A . A t t h a t t i m e n o t o n l y i n t h e P u n j a b b u t 

t h r o u g h o u t the who le o f I n d i a the M u s l i m s h a d w a g e d a 

t o t a l w a r aga ins t H i n d u i s m a n d resounded the w h o l e c o u n t r y 

w i t h the c lash o f swords , t w a n g o f the a r rows a n d t h e b e a t 

o f d r u m s . B u t t h r o u g h o u t the whole o f I n d i a H i n d u ru l e r s 

a n d the H i n d u p o p u l a c e h a d been b r a v e l y r e s i s t i ng t h e 

M u s l i m aggress ion on every b a t t l e f i e l d . A l l a u d d i n ' s a l m o s t 

c o m p l e t e d I n d i a - w i d e conquest a n d the consequent M u s l i m 

empi re was p r e c i p i t a t e l y b r o k e n i n t o numerous f r agmen t s a n d 
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free a n d s t rong H i n d u S ta tes l i k e the V i j a y n a g a r empi re h a d 
a l r e a d y been e s t a b l i s h e d . I n E a j p u t a n a a n d G o n d w a n a , t o o , 
the H i n d u k i n g s w i t h t h e i r d a r i n g a rmies h a d f r equen t ly 
w o r s t e d the M u s l i m forces ! 

957. B u t i n the P u n j a b a lone there was left no H i n d u 
s t r o n g enough to chal lenge the M u s l i m g o v e r n m e n t . A t such 
a d a r k hou r 

S H R E E G U R U N A N A K 
began to p reach i n t h e P u n j a b t h a t f r om the p o i n t o f v i e w o f 
O o d b o t h the H i n d u s a n d the M u s l i m s were the same. B o t h 
the commun i t i e s c o u l d a t t a i n b l i s s t h r o u g h h is p a t h o f 
d e v o t i o n . B o t h the c o m m u n i t i e s were one common f r a t e r n i t y . 
I n h i s sect, he s a i d , he d i d n o t recognize a n y d i s t i n c t i o n 
between the t w o . Y e t w i t h a l l his p r e a c h i n g o f th i s c o m m o n 
a c c o r d , v e r y few M u s l i m s c o u l d be f o u n d amongst h i s 
d i s c i p l e s . A l l the others were H i n d u s . Shree G u r u N a n a k 
h i m s e l f was a K h a t r i * * . H e d i e d i n 1538. A l t h o u g h he h a d 
sons o f h i s o w n t h e y d i d n o t f o l l o w h i s tenets . So he 
i n s t a l l e d h is d i s c i p l e A n g a d as the c h i e f p r i es t after h imse l f . 
T h i s sect o f Shree G u r u N a n a k , however , was a t leas t up to 
h i s d e a t h n o t h i n g more t h a n a mere d e v o t i o n a l g r o u p , a s i n g 
i n g c h o i r o f d e v o t i o n a l songs a n d m a t t e r e d v e r y l i t t l e 
p o l i t i c a l l y . S t i l l h i s g r i e f a t the mi se r ab l e p l i g h t o f the 
H i n d u s f o u n d echoes i n some o f h i s w r i t i n g s . P o r e x a m p l e : 

958. r̂f̂ r̂ rf ft sr̂ ir ^ i 

rft̂ r % <T|^, "TSTffy ^sfm ii*' 

T h e K s h a t r i y a s have lef t t h e i r r e l i g ious du t i e s (of p r o t e c t i n g 
t h e l a n d ) , as the M u s l i m s have flourished. T h e w h o l e 
un ive r se has t a k e n o n i t s e l f one co lour , a n d r e l i g i o n is i n 
danger ; people have begun to wear b lue garments a n d so the 
T u r k s a n d P a t h a n s have become ru le r s . 

959. M a n y o ther s i m i l a r l ines asc r ibed t o h i m have 
been v e r y p o p u l a r . L i k e a l l o the r H i n d u sa in ts he a l so has 
c o n d e m n e d m a n y b l i n d supers t i t ions a n d foo l i sh cus toms . 

: 960 . A f t e r G u r u A n g a d the t h i r d was G u r u A m a r d a s 
( A . D . 1574) a n d the f o u r t h G u r u was R a m d a s . I t is s a i d he 
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h a d a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h A k b a r , a n d the emperor is s a i d t o 

have bequea thed a la rge t r a c t o f l and t o him^*. O n the 

s ame l a n d G u r u R a m d a s d u g o u t a b e a u t i f u l l ake a n d b u i l t 

a t emple o n i t s b a n k , w h i c h is n o w k n o w n as ' A m r i t s a r ' . 

<5uru R a m d a s d i ed i n A . D . 1681. T h e fifth G u r u was 

A r j u n m a l i n whose t imes S i k h i s m grew r a p i d l y , for t hey n o w 

h a d a c e n t r a l r endezvous a t A m r i t s a r . M o r e o v e r , the g row

i n g need o f a r e l i g ious t e x t for t h i s g r o w i n g sect was sa t i s f ied 

b y h i m b y c o l l e c t i n g w h a t e v e r say ings o f G u r u N a n a k he 

•could get h o l d o f a l o n g w i t h those o f o the r c o n t e m p o r a r y 

sa in t s a n d t he reby c r ea t i ng an a u t h o r i z e d re l ig ious b o o k for 

the S i k h s ! T h i s v e r y au tho r i zed r e l i g ious t e x t - b o o k was c a l l e d 

b y h i m ' G u r u g r a n t h ' o r ' A d i g r a n t h ' ^ ^ . I n i t are to be found 

the s a y i n g s o f K a b i r as a lso those o f the M a h a r a s h t r i a n 

sa in t , N a m d e v . W h i l e the M a h a r a s h t r i a n sa in t , N a m d e v , was 

o n a p i l g r i m a g e o f the P u n j a b h i s t e a c h i ng o f the pa th o f 

•devotion (»if^ a n d h i s ' A b h a n g s ' (hymns) h a d a w i d e 

s p r e a d inf luence there . T h e s t r i k i n g s i m i l a r i t y be tween h i s 

t each ings a n d those o f G u r u N a n a k p r o m p t e d the i n c l u s i o n o f 

some o f S a n t N a m d e v ' s M a r a t h i poems i n t h i s 'Gurugran th '^* . 

T h i s G u r u g r a n t h is i n P r a k r u t w h i c h is n o w c a l l e d i n the 

P u n j a b as P u n j a b i . I t was n o t w r i t t e n i n the D e v n a g r i 

s c r i p t w h i c h was t hen c a l l e d ' S h a s t r i L i p i ' as i t was m o s t l y 

e m p l o y e d b y the l e a r n e d ' P a n d i t s for w r i t i n g abou t sc i en t i f i c 

top ic s . J u s t as fo r o r d i n a r y d a y - t o - d a y affairs ' M o d i ' s c r i p t 

was e m p l o y e d i n M a h a r a s h t r a t i l l v e r y r e c e n t l y , s i m i l a r l y 

i n t h e P u n j a b a t t h a t t i m e i n gene ra l correspondence o f the 

c o m m o n people a P r a k r u t s c r i p t , was e m p l o y e d a n d i t s e rved 

fo r t h i s ' A d i g r a n t h ' . T h e s c r i p t was c o m m o n l y c a l l e d ' L u n d i -

m u n d i ' . B u t af ter the G u r u g r a n t h b a d been w r i t t e n i n i t the 

S i k h s began to c a l l i t G u r u m u k h i ' ' as i t was a d o p t e d b y t h e i r 

G u r u s ! 

961 . W h e n J a h a n g i r became the emperor h is e ldest son, 

K h u s h r u , r ebe l l ed aga ins t h i m , a n d fled to the P u n j a b . A s 

the S i k h G u r u A r j u n d e v gave h i m shel ter , the enraged 

J a h a n g i r c a p t u r e d the S i k h G u r u a n d s lew him^^, i n the 

S i k h h i s t o r y G u r u A r j u n was. the first heroic m a r t y r w h o 
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l a i d d o w n his l i fe w h i l e fighting w i t h the M u s l i m s i n the: 
cause o f h i s r e l i g i o n . I n the d a y s o f t h i s v e r y A r j u n d e v a: 
separate o r g a n i z a t i o n was set afoot a n d a t r a d i t i o n o f c o m 
p u l s o r y r e l i g i o u s t a x to be p a i d t o the G u r u b y eve ry S i k h 
was established**, a n d i n o rde r t h a t S i k h sect m i g h t grow* 
power fu l a m i l i t a r y f ron t was a lso in i t i a t ed*" . 

962. T h e v i o l e n t d e a t h o f G u r u A r j u n sec re t ly 
r a n k l e d i n the hear ts o f the S i k h s g i v i n g r i se t o i n v e t e r a t e 
h a t r e d for the M u s l i m s . M o s t o f the S i k h i a n fo l lowers in . 
those t imes , as a lso l a t e r o n , were H i n d u J a t s b y caste. A » 
these H i n d u J a t s were the m a i n s u p p o r t o f the S i k h sect-
a n d t h a t too , qu i te s t r ong , the P u n j a b i H i n d u s i n gene ra l 
h a d affect ion for , a n d a f ee l ing o f oneness w i t h , t h e m . T h e 
m i l i t a n t tendencies a n d the m i l i t a r y o rgan iza t ions began t o 
g r o w amongs t the S i k h s a n d as a sect o f the H i n d u s , t h e y 
happened t o be s t a u n c h defenders o f H i n d u i s m aga in s t t h e 
i n c r e a s i n g f e roc i t y o f the M u s l i m r e l ig ious p e r s e c u t i o n . So. 
the M o g h a l gove rnmen t began to l o o k u p o n t h a t sect as a, 
t roub lesome centre o f H i n d u resistance**. 

963 . Soon the son o f G u r u A r j u n , G u r u H a r g o v i n d ! 
refused to p a y taxes to the emperor*^. H e was , therefore^ 
cap tu red a n d i n t e r n e d i n p r i s o n for twe lve years**. L a t e r 
o n w h e n he was released f rom c a p t i v i t y he rebe l led against , 
the t h e n M o g h a l emperor , S h a h j a h a n , w h o d i s p a t c h e d a s m a l l 
d e t a c h m e n t to c rush t h i s a p p a r e n t l y meagre o p p o s i t i o n . 
B u t a t S a n g r a m the S i k h s fought w i t h such fierceness that-
the M u s l i m de tachmen t was c o m p l e t e l y vanquished**.. 
A l t h o u g h th i s a s tounded a n d |ple.ased the H i n d u s i n t h e 
P u n j a b the E m p e r o r d i d n o t m i n d i t . G u r u H a r g o v i n d i 
d i e d i n A . D . 1645** a n d was succeeded b y H a r r a i , H a r -
k i s h a n a n d Te j B a h a d u r as the h i g h p r i e s t s o f the S i k h s . 
B u t i t is the e x c e p t i o n a l a n d g lo r ious sacrif ice o f T e J 
B a h a d u r i n the cause o f r e l i g i o n t h a t has g i v e n d i g n i t y and, 
s p l e n d o u r t o the seat o f the h i g h pr ies t o f the S i k h s . 

9 6 3 - A . G u r u Tej B a h a d u r l i v e d a t A n a n d p u r . W h e n 
ever the a t r o c i o u s convers ions o f the H i n d u s to I s l a m t o o k 
p l ace i n the P u n j a b , G u r u Te j B a h a d u r , w i t h h i s S i k h , 
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•warriors, h a d of ten fought a n d opposed t h e m fiercely**. A n d 

t h e n A u r a n g z e b , the v e r i t a b l e demon i n h u m a n f o r m , v o w e d 

t o r o o t ou t the w h o l e H i n d u w o r l d . N a t u r a l l y , t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e who le o f I n d i a the H i n d u s , too , opposed h i m v i o l e n t l y . 

A u r a n g z e b p a r t i c u l a r l y a i m e d a t the t o p - r a n k i n g B r a h m i n s 

•of K a s h m i r * ' , a n d enforced o n t h e m the J i z i a t a x i f t hey d i d 

n o t o p t for conve r s ion . T h i s caused a great c o m m o t i o n 

eve rywhere . A t t h i s t i m e G u r u Tej B a h a d u r t o l d the H i n d u s 

^boldly no t to p a y a n y such taxes** a n d p reached t h a t t h e y 

s h o u l d sacrif ice t h e i r l ives r a t he r t h a n forsake t he i r r e l i g i o n . 

W h e n the H i n d u s began to g i v e such b o l d rep l i es A u r a n g z e b 

was aflame w i t h rage. H e c a p t u r e d G u r u Te j B a h a d u r a n d 

c o m m a n d e d h i m to c o u r t I s l a m o n p a i n o f d e a t h . G u r u Te j 

B a h a d u r t he r eupon s t a u n c h l y refused to be a M u s l i m a n d 

•defied A u r a n g z e b , w h o i m m e d i a t e l y h a d h i m beheaded**. 

T h i s h o r r i b l e t r a g e d y t o o k p lace i n A . D . 1675. A l o n g w i t h 

•Guru Te j B a h a d u r s e v e r a l o f h i s H i n d u d i sc ip l e s a lso were 

caugh t a n d t h e y a l l suffered h o r r i b l e deaths af ter a l l sor ts 

•of a t roc i t i e s a n d to rmen t s , b u t defied the t y r a n n i c a l M u s l i m 

•emperor b y b o l d l y re fus ing t o be M u s l i m s . T h e heads o f 

some o f the p r o m i n e n t H i n d u s were a c t u a l l y c u t asunder 

w i t h a b i g saw. A m o n g these m a r t y r s was B h a i Matidas™, 

whose f a m i l y was l o v i n g l y g i v e n the t i t l e ' B h a i ' b y the S i k h 

<3rurus a n d i n th i s v e r y f a m i l y was b o r n the l a t t e r d a y H i n d u 

p a t r i o t , B h a i P a r m a n a n d . T h e son o f t h i s v e r y b rave G u r u 

was the ho l i e s t o f the ho l i es , the H i n d u n a t i o n a l hero, Shree 

<3uru G o v i n d s i n g ' i ! 

THE HINDU NATIONAL HERO—SHREE 
GURU GOVINDSING 

964. T o Shree G u r u G o v i n d s i n g goes a l l the c r ed i t o f 

m i l i t a r i z i n g S i k h i s m a n d t o create o u t o f t h a t sect a m i l i t a n t 

a n d i n v i n c i b l e o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h gave a s t rong i m p e t u s to 

the e s t ab l i shmen t o f a s t r o n g a n d independen t H i n d u 

gove rnmen t i n the P u n j a b a t the t ime o f M a h a r a j a E a n j i t s i n g . 

H e was ca l l ed T e n t h E m p e r o r — ^ W f ' ^ — b e c a u s e he w a s 

t h e t e n t h g u r u f r o m Shree G u r u N a n a k , no t o n l y b y the S i k h s 
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b u t even b y a l l the P u n j a b i H i n d u s . F r o m i n n u m e r a b l e 
d a r i n g a n d t h r i l l i n g events i n h i s l i fe , w h i c h w e l l i l l u s t r a t e 
the above r e m a r k , o n l y one m i g h t suflSce here][for w a n t o f 
space for others ! 

965 . A s i n e v i t a b l y happens i n the case o f eve ry b i g 
r e l i g ious o r g a n i z a t i o n G u r u N a n a k ' s d i sc ip l e s a lso came t o 
be d i v i d e d i n t o m a n y sect ions a n d sub-sect ions , b u t t h e y 
were a l l l i v i n g a H i n d u w a y o f l i f e . I n respect o f marriages-
a n d other re l ig ious r i tes a n d soc ia l cus toms t h e y were n o t 
i n a n y w a y separa ted f rom the H i n d u soc i e ty . I n t h e 
' G u r u g r a n t h ' i t s e l f the say ings o f H i n d u sa in t s l i k e S a n t 
N a m d e v a n d K a b i r were i n c o r p o r a t e d a l o n g w i t h those o f 
G u r u N a n a k h imse l f . A n d f r o m the b e g i n n i n g t i l l t h i s d a y 
t h a t ' A d i g r a n t h ' has a l w a y s been r e a d w i t h e q u a l reverence 
fo r a l l these say ings . B u t a son o f G u r u N a n a k h i m s e l f 
h a d s t a r t ed a separate b r a n c h o f S i k h i s m . 

9 6 5 - A . I n course o f t i m e w h e n the H i n d u s a n d S i k h s 
began to be a t r o c i o u s l y persecuted b y the M u s l i m s , i t w a s 
fe l t t ha t an a r m e d force o f the S i k h s for se l f -p ro tec t ion was 
abso lu t e ly necessary , a n d G u r u G o v i n d s i n g began to d r e a m 
o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a n independen t k i n g d o m of the S i k h s ' * . T o 
t h a t end he w a n t e d a b a n d o f da re -dev i l s o f i n v i o l a b l e 
l o y a l t y to t h e i r G u r u . 

966. G u r u G o v i n d s i n g , therefore , c a l l e d a b i g assembly 
o f a l l the S i k h s , S u c h i n c i d e n t s i n h i s l i f e have been 
desc r ibed a l i t t l e l a t e r i n p o e t i c a l compos i t i ons m u c h o n t h e 
same l ines as the c o l o u r f u l de sc r ip t i ons o f the H i n d u 
Puranas '* . B u t we s h a l l g ive here o n l y the h i s t o r i c a l l y 
r e l e v a n t p a r t o f i t . 

967. I n t ha t b i g assembly G u r u G o v i n d s i n g i n v i t e d 
vo lun tee r s w h o were p r e p a r e d to even l a y d o w n t h e i r l i v e s 
i n the defence o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n a n d w i l l i n g to s p e n d the i r 
whole l ives i n the a r m y , t a k e i t u p as t h e i r p ro f e s s ion , f o r , 
he sa id , he h a d to b u i l d a s t a n d i n g a r m y o f the S i k h s ' ^ . I t 
was a v e r y austere v o w . O f the m a n y , w h o thus v o l u n t e e r e d ; 
t h e G u r u h i m s e l f chose for the first t i m e o n l y the best five 
w h o were expec ted to be as sharp a n d as u n b e n d i n g as s teeh 
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T o imb ibe th i s p r i n c i p l e o n t h e i r m i n d s the first r e l i g i o u s r i t e 

t h a t was pe r fo rmed was the s p r i n k l i n g o n t h e i r heads o f the 

h o l y w a t e r w h i c h was c h u r n e d b y a sharp s teel s w o r d as the 

m a n t r a s were c h a n t e d . T h e n i t was enjo ined u p o n t h e m 

t h a t t h e y were a l w a y s to have a s w o r d fas tened t o t h e i r 

wa i s t ; t hey were never to cu t the h a i r on a n y p a r t o f t h e i r 

b o d y . T h e y were a s k e d ever t o g i r d u p t he i r l o in s , to w e a r 

k a c c h a or l a n g o t — a l o i n - c l o t h , a n d to w e a r s tee l r ings r o u n d 

t h e i r wr i s t s as a m a r k o f t he i r s t e rn m i l i t a r y v o w . A comb 

was also cons ide red to be a m u s t for evey S i k h . T h u s h a i r 

K e s h ) a comb ( ^n-^T^T K a n g h a ), a l o i n - c l o t h (̂ =5gf-5fjTte 

K a o c h a ) , a s tee l r i n g ( ^^ i K a r a ) a n d a s w o r d ( gqpir K r i p a n ) 

became the five i n sepa rab le m a r k s o f e v e r y t rue S i k h , a n d 

were c a l l e d ' f ive k a k k a s ' * . T h e m i l i t a r y w i n g o f the S i k h s , 

s p e c i a l l y chosen b y the G u r u has s ince t hen been ca l l ed the 

' K h a l s a ' , w h i c h has become a n h o n o u r a b l e a p p e l l a t i o n 

t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e o f I n d i a . K h a l s a is o r i g i n a l l y a n 

U r d u w o r d m e a n i n g ' c h o s e n ' " ! 

968. A s soon as t h i s ' K h a l s a ' a r m y reached a des i red 

m a g n i t u d e G u r u G o v i n d s i n g began to conquer sma l l e r H i n d u -

M u s l i m States o r to sack t h e m . Q u i t e n a t u r a l l y the M o g h a l 

E m p e r o r , A u r a n g z e b , who h a d mos t b r u t a l l y m u r d e r e d h is 

fa ther , Te j B a h a d u r , for no t r enounc ing h is r e l i g i o n , sent 

a d e t a c h m e n t o f his a r m y ' s cap ture G u r u G o v i n d s i n g . 

Be c ause o f the ac t ions t h a t were fought w i t h the M o g h a l 

a r m y the G u r u enclosed h i m s e l f i n the fo r t o f A n a n d p u r , w h i c h 

was i m m e d i a t e l y i n v e s t e d b y the Moghals'®. A m o n g s t the 

so ld i e r s fighting w i t h G u r u G o v i n d s i n g f r o m the for t were t w o 

o f his sons be low the age o f e ighteen. I n o rde r to boost u p 

t h e courage o f the a r m y the G u r u sent h i s t w o sons w i t h 

o t h e r so ld ie r s o u t o f the fo r t to fight w i t h the M o g h a l s . 

W h i l e these t w o sons were b e i n g done t o d e a t h i n t h i s 

u n e q u a l b a t t l e t h i s s t range fa ther was c r y i n g words o f 

a p p r o b a t i o n ' W a h - w a ! W a h - w a i^o. A t n i g h t - f a l l the 

fighting s topped as a m a t t e r o f course a n d the r emnan t o f t h e 

K h a l s a b a t t a l i o n entered the fo r t v e r y s t e a l t h i l y . B u t o f t h a t 

K h a l s a (chosen) so ld ie rs m a n y h a d los t hope. So t h e G u r u 
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p l a i n l y t o l d t l i em a l l t h a t those w h o w a n t e d to save t h e i r 

l i ve s s h o u l d l eave the K h a l s a a r m y a n d fo r sake h i m i m m e d i 

a t e l y . H e , however , was d e t e r m i n e d to fight o n f rom i n s i d e 

o r , i f necessary, o u t o f the fo r t . T h e r e u p o n f rom the best 

chosen ( the K h a l s a ) m a n y S i k h w a r r i o r s r e s igned t h e i r 

m e m b e r s h i p a n d d e s e r t e d . G u r u G o v i n d s i n g ^ ^ . S o o n o n t h a t 

d a r k a n d d i s m a l n i g h t G u r u G o v i n d s i n g bade a d i e u to those 

w h o r ema ined o f h i s K h a l s a a r m y a n d escaped t h r o u g h the 

M o g h a l siege, a l ong w i t h h is wife a n d t w o sons, who were 

u n d e r twelve*' ' . 

9 6 9 . W h i l e after l e a v i n g the fo r t G u r u G o v i n d s i n g was 

t h u s w a n d e r i n g t h r o u g h the forest o n t h a t f a t e fu l n i g h t , he 

los t t r a c k o f h is t w o tender chi ldren^*, w h o u n f o r t u n a t e l y 

f e l l i n the enemy h a n d s . Those w i c k e d mons te r s gave the 

y o u n g k i d d i e s an u l t i m a t u m " F o r s a k e H i n d u i s m a n d become 

M u s l i m s , or else we w i l l k i l l y o u w i t h a l l sor t s o f tortures** ! " 

P r o m p t came the r e p l y f r o m the y o u n g m o u t h s , t h u n d e r r i n g 

d a u n t l e s s l y — l i o n ' s cubs as t hey w e r e — " W e are p r e p a r e d 

t o d i e for ou r re l ig ion*^ ! " T h e y h a d refused to fo r sake 

t h e i r H i n d u r e l i g i o n . H i g h l y enraged a t t h i s def iant r e p l y 

the M u s l i m a u t h o r i t i e s p r o n o u n e d the i r d i r e s t sentence . 

B u i l d i n g a w a l l r o u n d t h e m to suffocate the t w o c h i l d r e n to 

d e a t h was the h o r r i b l e p u n i s h m e n t given**. S t r a i g h t s t o o d 

t h e t w o t ende r c h i l d r e n a n d b r i c k u p o n b r i c k rose to t h e i r 

v e r y neck , w h e n they were a g a i n a sked , " Y o u kaf i rs , d o n ' t 

y o u forsake y o u r H i n d u r e l i g i o n even n o w ?" " N o , no neve r ! " 

came the smothe red vo i ce ! A n d even as the t w o k i d s 

were s h o u t i n g slogans i n p ra i se o f H i n d u i s m as l o u d l y as 

t h e y [ c o u l d i n t h a t h o r r i b l e p o s i t i o n , the l a s t b r i c k s were 

l a i d to b u r y t h e m for ever*' . 

970 . T h i s i s t r u l y a g lo r ious i n c i d e n t o f m a r t y r d o m 

f o r the sake o f H i n d u i s m t h a t has to be h o n o u r a b l y l i s t e d 

a m o n g s t o thers i n the anna l s o f H i n d u n a t i o n . I t i s a 

t r u e h i s t o r i c a l fac t b u t is to be f o u n d o n l y desc r ibed i n the 

p o e t i c a l f o r m . 

971. K u m a r H a q i q a t r a i — A t t h i s v e r y t ime a H i n d u 

l a d , b y name K u m a r H a q i q a t r a i , happened to d r a w a 
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p i c t u r e o f the H i n d u Goddess o f L e a r n i n g , S a r a s w a t i , o n h is 

s l a t e for w o r s h i p p i n g i t . B u t fo r th i s v e r y a t roc ious deed (!) 

the M u s l i m officers there sentenced h i m to be c o n v e r t e d 

t o Islam**. O n h i s refusal to do so he was t h r ea t ened w i t h a 

h o r r i b l e dea th . W h e n he defied t h a t th rea t t o o , he was k i l l e d 

fo r thwi th** . T h e H i n d u s o f the P u n j a b even t o d a y celebra te 

h i s m e m o r y e v e r y y e a r as a r e l i g ious a n d ausp ic ious 

occasion*". 

972 . T h e E n d o f G u r u Govinds ing—Afte r the h o r r i 

b l e d e a t h o f h i s two sons G u r u G o v i n d s i n g sent f rom h i s 

«x i l e a c o n c i l i a t o r y le t t e r to A u r a n g z e b as a s t r a teg ic m o v e 

i n pol i t ics*^ . T h e E m p e r o r , too , sent a r e p l y , a n d after a 

c e r t a i n m u t u a l agreement G u r u G o v i n d s i n g was a l l o w e d t o 

leave the P u n j a b . G u r u G o v i n d s i n g thereafter came wande r 

i n g to M a h a r a s h t r a a n d se t t l ed a t Nanded*^. H e r e i t was 

t h a t t w o P a t h a n d i s c ip l e s o f his consp i red a n d a t t a c k e d 

b i m w h i l e he was s o u n d l y s leeping* ' . The wounds t h a t he 

r e c e i v e d i n t h a t s t rugg le p r o v e d f a t a l a n d soon he d i e d . 

973. G u r u G o v i n d s i n g h a d passed h is b o y h o o d days , no t 

i n the P u n j a b bu t i n P a t n a i n Bihar**, for reasons o f safety. 

A s such he g rew fond o f the B i h a r H i n d i language, i n w h i c h , 

l a t e r on , he became we l l -ve r s ed . H i s a u t o b i o g r a p h y ' V i c h i t r a 

N a t a k ' is w r i t t e n i n the B i h a r i H i n d i , no t i n the ' G u r u -

m u k h i ' P u n j a b i . H e a lso composed a he ro ic p o e m o n 

the Goddess , ' C h a n d i k a ' . H e s y m b o l i s e d the s w o r d as 

•Goddess ' C h a n d i k a ' he rse l f a n d has w r i t t e n a h y m n a l song 

o n i t . W e have a l r e a d y c i t e d some o f i t s w a r l i k e passages 

i n ou r o ther b o o k s unde r the c a p t i o n ' J a y T e g a m ' ( J a y 

K h a d g a m ) . A s the w r i t i n g s o f th i s t e n t h S i k h G u r u , G u r u 

G o v i n d s i n g , are i n H i n d i , a n d the dut ies he h a d enjoined o n 

the K h a l s a sect were not so v e r y pa l a t ab l e to the t r a d i t i o n a l 

devotees o f G u r u N a n a k , t h e y d i d n o t find a p lace i n the 

^ A d i g r a n t h ' , whereas the sayings of a l l the former n ine G u r u s 

were i n c l u d e d i n i t . So the w r i t i n g s o f G u r u G o v i n d s i n g were 

c o l l e c t e d | i n the so -ca l l ed ' D a s h a m G r a n t h ' {^^^ jjsr) the t e n t h 

1)ook. 

974. A n o t h e r fac t w h i c h is i m p o r t a n t f r o m the p o i n t o f 
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v i e w o f the H i n d u s m u s t be m e n t i o n e d here. Because o f the 

c r e a t i o n o f the K h a l s a sect there have been t w o d i v i s i o n s 

amongs t t h e S i k h s : S a h a j d h a r i a n d K e s h d h a r i . T h e Sahaj -

d h a r i s f o l l o w the p a t h o f G u r u N a n a k . T h e y d o n ' t a l l o w the 

h a i r to g row uncu t , n o r are t hey p a r t i c u l a r abou t f o l l o w i n g the 

o the r ' k a k k a s ' . T h o u s a n d s of such H i n d u S i k h s f a l l u n d e r 

t h i s S a h a j d h a r i sect. B u t i t m u s t be r e m e mbered t h a t i t was 

Shree G o v i n d s i n g who , b y g i v i n g them a m a r t i a l ga rb , b u i l t 

the S i k h s i n t o a v i r i l e s u b - H i n d u n a t i o n , w h i c h c o u l d 

u l t i m a t e l y ous t the M u s l i m r u l e f rom the P u n j a b a t the p o i n t 

o f the s w o r d . 

975. Shree Veer B a n d a B a i r a g i — T h e name w h i c h c a n 

never be o m i t t e d f r o m the l i s t o f the b r ave m a r t y r s o f H i n d u 

h i s t o r y is t h a t o f V e e r B a n d a B a i r a g i who for the first t i m e 

avenged the wrongs done b y the M u s l i m s o n the H i n d u s a n d 

even b o l d l y a t t a c k e d t h e m . H e was o r i g i n a l l y a V a i s h n a v 

saint*^ k n o w n r o u n d abou t N a n d e d , where he happened to 

meet G u r u G o v i n d s i n g * ^ f rom w h o m he g r a d u a l l y l ea rn t o f the 

mi se r ab l e p l i g h t o f the H i n d u s i n the P u n j a b , o f the h a r r o w 

i n g ca l ami t i e s t h a t be fe l l G u r u G o v i n d s i n g ' s o w n f a m i l y a n d 

o f the relentless w a r he h i m s e l f h a d ca r r i ed o u t i n sp i te o f a l l 

odds . H e was p a r t i c u l a r l y m u c h m o v e d to hear the despa i r 

i n g c o m p l a i n t o f the G u r u t h a t there was n o b o d y left i n the 

P u n j a b to avenge the t r a g i c deaths of his four sons. H i s . 

b l o o d began to b o i l a n d he once a g a i n t o o k the b o w a n d 

a r rows o f his fo rmer v o c a t i o n i n l i fe . G u r u G o v i n d s i n g wro te 

a note to a l l h is former d i sc ip les to render V e e r B a n d a e v e r y 

possible he lp . T a k i n g t h a t note a n d v o w i n g t e r r ib l e revenge 

upon the M u s l i m s for the i n h u m a n a t roc i t i e s c o m m i t t e d b y 

t h e m on the H i n d u s , t h i s b rave H i n d u s o u l m a d e h is w a y to-

the Pun jab* ' . 

976. B u t a las ! w a n t o f space a n d m y o w n o l d age 

makes i t i m p e r a t i v e t h a t wha teve r is w r i t t e n so far s h o u l d be 

somehow r o u n d e d up . E l s e I w o u l d c e r t a i n l y have d e s c r i b e d , 

i f no t i n f u l l , a t least b r ie f ly the havoc V e e r B a b a B a n d a 

w r o u g h t amongs t the M u s l i m s o f the P u n j a b , t he i r g r a n d 

slaughter**, the most a p p r o p r i a t e r e t a l i a t i o n o f the m o l e s t a -
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t i o n o f the H i n d u women , the cap ture o f the same S i r h i n d , 

where G u r u G o v i n d s i n g ' s two sons were b u r i e d a l i ve b e h i n d 

the b r i c k - w a l l s , a n d the e v e n t u a l b u r n i n g o f the M u s l i m 

l o c a l i t y there'*, n o t to speak o f the abject pa rade o f M u s l i m 

m e n , women a n d c h i l d r e n , barefooted , i n the ho t s u n " " , t h e 

same a t roc ious to r tu res o f the M u s l i m s as were v i s i t e d u p o n 

the H i n d u s f o r n o t r e n o u n c i n g H i n d u i s m a n d finally t h e 

p r o c l a m a t i o n o f a H i n d u S ta te i n the who le o f the Punjab^"!. 

W e have a l r e a d y s h o w n i n the s i x t h chapter o f th i s b o o k 

how the M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y was p a n i c - s t r i c k e n whenever t h e 

H i n d u s opened u p r e l i g ious aggress ion o n the M u s l i m s . B a b a 

B a n d a also s t r u c k t e r ro r i n the hear t s o f the P u n j a b i 

M u s l i m s b y h i s r e t a l i a t o r y aggress ion . A t l a s t the E m p e r o r 

o f D e l h i sen t a b i g a r m y to the P u n j a b " ^ . R e s o r t i n g to t h e 

g u e r r i l l a war fa re B a b a B a n d a defeated i t a t v a r i o u s p l a c e s . 

B u t as i l l - l u c k w o u l d have i t , the K h a l s a S i k h s began to be 

jealous o f the ep i the t " H i n d u c o m m a n d e r " w h i c h B a b a 

B a n d a B a i r a g i h a d chosen for himself^'*. U l t i m a t e l y t h a t 

j e a l o u s y g rew to such a n ex ten t t h a t the u n i t e d H i n d u a r m y 

o f V e e r B a n d a b r o k e i n t o t w o fac t ions , a n d the one c o n s i s t i n g 

o f the K h a l s a S i k h s deser ted h i m . T h e K h a l s a S i k h f a c t i o n 

was b y i t s e l f n o t ab le to conquer the M u s l i m s . N a t u r a l l y t h e 

M o g h a l a r m y grew s t ronger a n d i n a desperate a c t i o n v a l i a n t 

B a n d a B a i r a g i f e l l i n t o the M u s l i m hands w i t h h is o n l y son 

a n d close f o l l o w e r s " * . The M u s l i m s were h a u n t e d b y a fa lse 

fear t h a t V e e r B a n d a possessed some m a g i c power , a n d t h e 

h igher M u s l i m of&cials , too, feared tha t even w h e n he w a s 

b o u n d h a n d a n d foot w i t h s t r o n g i r o n fet ters , V e e r B a n d a 

B a b a w o u l d t r a n s f o r m h i m s e l f i n t o a ca t a n d w o u l d escape 

t h r o u g h the r a n k s o f a power fu l a r m y . So he was sent t o 

D e l h i l o c k e d i n a s t rong cage, l i k e a w i l d beast , a l o n g 

w i t h m a n y o ther c a p t i v e H i n d u w a r r i o r s " " . W h a t a h o r r i b l e 

scene i t was w h e n he was b rough t i n the presence o f the 

E m p e r o r ! ! H o w h e l l i s h l y i n h u m a n the t o r t u r e o f V e e r 

B a n d a , h i s o n l y son a n d h is h u n d r e d or so H i n d u fo l lowers , 

a n d the s t reams o f b l o o d t h a t flowed ! !. V e e r B a n d a was 

n o t beheaded or k i l l e d s t r a i g h t a w a y . H e was p i e r c e d scores 
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o f t imes w i t h red-ho t i r o n bars a n d l u m p s o f h i s flesh were 

c u t ou t every t ime w i t h a v i e w t o m a k e h i m suffer ex t reme 

t o r t u r e before he died"*—^But there is no scope t o descr ibe 

t h i s h a r r o w i n g scene here. B u t e v e r y t rue a n d gra te fu l 

H i n d u s h o u l d r a the r read i t f rom the books w r i t t e n b y the 

S i k h s and M u s l i m wr i t e r s themselves . 

977. T h e His tory o f the Sikhs Writ ten by m e — I a m 

v e r y s a d t h a t I canno t refer the reader t o the H i s t o r y o f the 

S i k h s , I h a d w r i t t e n years ago . I t is necessary t h a t the 

reason be e x p l a i n e d here . R o u n d about the y e a r 1909 i n the 

t h i c k o f the r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t i e s , w h e n I happened t o go 

f r o m E n g l a n d to F r a n c e , I s t a y e d for a m o n t h or so w i t h 

M a d a m K a m a . D u r i n g t h a t sho r t p e r i o d I wro te ou t i n 

M a r a t h i the t h r i l l i n g h i s t o r y o f the S i k h s " ' , r u n n i n g t o a b o u t 

t w o h u n d r e d pages or so, based o n the p r o v e n m a t e r i a l I h a d 

a t m y d i s p o s a l a t the t i m e . I h a d s t u d i e d a l m o s t a l l the S i k h 

l i t e r a t u r e r i g h t f r o m the first b o o k i n S i k h l i t e r a tu r e , n a m e d 

^ B h a i B a l a k i J a n a m s a k h i ' — t h e l i f e s t o r y o f G u r u N a n a k w r i t 

t e n b y h i s d i s c ip l e ' B h a i B a l a ' — t o the t e n t h b o o k — D a s h a m -

g r a n t h — o f the t e n t h G u r u G o v i n d s i n g i n the o r i g i n a l , n o t to 

speak o f the H i s t o r i e s o f the S i k h s sby C u n n i n g h a m a n d o ther 

E n g l i s h w r i t e r s . I h a d b r o u g h t the accoun t o f the S i k h s 

u p t o the e s t ab l i shmen t o f a new H i n d u k i n g d o m b y M a h a r a j a 

R a n j i t s i n g r i g h t f rom the r i v e r S h a t a d r u (Sutlej) to the 

S i n d h u (Indus) a n d m u c h above t o w a r d s J a m m u a n d 

K a s h m i r b y u p r o o t i n g the M u s l i m power f rom the P u n j a b a n d 

a v e n g i n g the defeats o f J a y p a l a n d A n a n g p a l . B u t even 

t o d a y i t pa ins me to say t h a t the m a n u s c r i p t o f t h a t b o o k 

m u s t have v e r y l i k e l y f a l l e n i n t o the E n g l i s h hands a n d 

des t royed . E l s e the person w i t h w h o m I h a d en t ru s t ed i t to 

be t a k e n to I n d i a for b e i n g p r i n t e d a n d p u b l i s h e d mus t have 

d r o w n e d i t i n t o the sea for fear o f the search b y the E n g l i s h 

p o l i c e somewhere o n h i s w a y to I n d i a . D o u b t l e s s i t i s t h a t 

t h a t M a r a t h i b o o k o f m i n e has been los t before i t c o u l d be 

pub l i shed—has been de t s royed ! 

978. E v e n t hen whoever has a m i n d s h o u l d read m y 

p o e m " * composed i n the A n d a m a n s o n t h i s t r ag i c , y e t i m p e -
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r i shab le a n d r e s p l e n d e n t m a r t y r d o m o f Shree V e e r B a n d a , 

w h i c h is ava i l ab l e even n o w . 

979. A c c o r d i n g to the b e l i e f p reva len t a m o n g h i s d i s c i 

ples , V e e r B a n d a ' s b o d y was t h r o w n away i n t o the debr i s o n 

the o u t s k i r t s o f the c i t y u n d e r the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t he w a s 

d e a d . B u t w i t h h i s m a g i c poM-er a n d some m i r a c u l o u s h e r b 

t h a t h is d i sc ip les made h i m eat, V e e r B a n d a B a b a came t o 

h i s senses a n d he was sec re t ly a n d i m m e d i a t e l y t a k e n to the 

P u n j a b " * . F u r t h e r o n a n i n s t i t u t i o n grew up i n h i s name 

a n d hundreds o f h i s S i k h fo l lowers have k e p t i t r u n n i n g t o 

t h i s d a y u n d e r the n a m e , ' B a n d a i ' . L i k e the k u k a fo l lowers 

o f G u r u R a m s i n g h o f a l a t e r date these ' B a n d a i s ' c a l l 

themselves H i n d u s . 

980. A f t e r the t r a g i c d e a t h o f V e e r B a n d a there w a s 

no a rmed force lef t e i ther o f the K h a l s a s , B a n d a i s , S a h a j -

dha r i s o r a n y o the r S i k h o r H i n d u sect . E v e r y one o f t h e m 

was d i so rgan i zed a n d d i s g r u n t l e d . B u t o n the c o n t r a r y t h e 

M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l power h a d b e g u n to c rumble d o w n b y t h e 

t i m e i t was fighting w i t h V e e r B a n d a . T h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e 

o f I n d i a , a new resurgent H i n d u power—the M a r a t h a m i l i t a r y 

a n d p o l i t i c a l a sp i r a t i on—was d e a l i n g k n o c k - d o w n b lows to. 

the M o g h a l i m p e r i a l p o w e r a n d the l a t t e r ex i s t ed o n l y n o m i 

n a l l y f r o m D e l h i t o the P u n j a b , M u l t a n , K a s h m i r a n d 

K a n d a h a r . O n l y the l o c a l ruffians t e r r o r i z e d the genera l 

popu lace w i t h t h e i r bands o f scoundre ls ! 

981. H o w the S i k h power grew thereaf ter a n d how a t 

l a s t i n the t imes o f M a h a r a j a R a n j i t s i n g i t sp r ead t h r o u g h 

o u t the who le o f the P u n j a b a n d K a s h m i r o b l i t e r a t i n g eve ry 

ves t ige o f the M u s l i m ru le a n d how the H i n d u independen t 

empi re came i n t o ex i s t ence—we can o n l y jus t h i n t a t here ! 

F o r a l l these events f a l l o u t o f the p e r i o d unde r d i s c u s s i o n 

here. 

982. H o w e v e r two or three s t a t emen t s abou t th i s p e r i o d 

o f the P u n j a b i H i s t o r y can be made here br ief ly , a n d i t i s 

neces.iary to do so. 

983. T h e first successful a t t e m p t to o v e r t h r o w the 

M u s l i m ru l e i n the P u n j a b was made b y the M a r a t h a s . T h e 
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be l i e f p r e v a l e n t i n the h i s to r ies o f the S i k h s a n d i n the o ther 

loose ly w r i t t e n h i s t o r y b o o k s o f I n d i a t ha t the S i k h s ous ted 

the M u s l i m ru le f r o m the P u n j a b fo r the first t i m e is er rone

o u s . E v e n when the S i k h s were a t the he igh t o f t he i r g l o r y 

t h e y c o u l d no t conquer the n e i g h b o u r i n g M u s l i m c a p i t a l , 

D e l h i . I n b r i n g i n g t h i s to l i g h t we do not i n the least m e a n 

t o d i sparage the S i k h s , b u t we do c e r t a i n l y w a n t to s top 

e v e r y a t t e m p t a t b e l i t t l i n g the n a t i o n a l g l o r y o f the M a r a t h a s , 

b y p o i n t i n g ou t false t h i n g s . N o doub t , the c red i t o f ove r 

t h r o w i n g the M u s l i m r u l e , a t least , i n the p rec inc t s o f the 

P u n j a b a n d e s t a b l i s h i n g there an independen t H i n d u S ta t e , 

l i k e t h a t o f M a h a r a j a R a n j i t s i n g goes p r i m a r i l y to ou r S i k h 

o r g a n i s a t i o n . B u t i t is e q u a l l y t rue, beyond any ves t ige o f 

doub t , t h a t the M a r a t h a v a l o u r w h i c h , l u n g i n g , as i t d i d , 

f r o m P o o n a , fluttered the v i c t o r i o u s a n d resp lendent flag o f 

the H i n d u n a t i o n , to the S o u t h r i g h t up to T a n j a w a r (Tanjore) 

a n d to the n o r t h to the v e r y b a n k s of the S i n d h u ( Indus) 

a n d b e y o n d , fighting ba t t les after ba t t l e s a n d r e d u c i n g the 

M u s l i m E m p e r o r o f D e l h i to a n o m i n a l ex i s tence—a t h i n g o f 

shreds a n d pa tches—can have no p a r a l l e l a t leas t i n the 

H i n d u h i s t o r y of t ha t l o n g p e r i o d o f seven centur ies . 

984. The Independent H i n d u State of Nepal : I n o u r 

h i s t o r y books a n d the school t e x t -b o o k s o f I n d i a n h i s t o r y 

a l m o s t e v e r y I n d i a n r e g i o n is m e n t i o n e d . B u t s t r ange ly 

enough the s ta te o f N e p a l a n d the v a l i a n t H i n d u K i n g d o m 

there is never m e n t i o n e d — o r i f a t a l l o n l y i n pass ing ove r the 

campa igns of Och te r loney—as i f N e p a l is i n no w a y connec ted 

w i t h H i n d u I n d i a . B u t i n fact N e p a l is as m u c h an i n d i v i s i b l e 

p a r t o f I n d i a as are M a h a r a s h t r a , the P u n j a b or M a d r a s . 

These regions m i g h t have been gove rned b y different ru le r s a t 

difi'erent t imes bu t the t e r m H i n d u N a t i o n is e q u a l l y a p p l i c a b l e 

to a l l o f t h e m . T h e rest o f the I n d i a n c o n t i n e n t was subject

ed to aggress ions b y A s i a n M u s l i m s a n d E u r o p e a n C h r i s t i a n s 

d u r i n g the l a s t n ine or t en cen tur ies a n d there were cons tan t 

wars . B u t f o r t u n a t e l y N e p a l was s i n g u l a r l y i m m u n e to a l l 

the p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l ig ious aggressions. O n the whole , i n N e p a l 

a lone c o u l d H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d H i n d u c u l t u r e m a i n t a i n i t s 
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independence u n i m p a i r e d aga in s t the i n c u r s i o n s o f the 

foreigners . A s s u c h N e p a l mus t r e a l l y be c o n s i d e r e d to be 

the best p a r t o f H i n d u I n d i a , a n d s h o u l d be g i v e n the p a l m 

o f honour i n the h i s t o r y o f our H i n d u N a t i o n ! B u t because 

o f our thought lessness the resu l t i s j u s t the reverse. O n l y 

because N e p a l d i d n o t get l o s t i n the mi r e o f fore ign d o m i 

n a t i o n a n d s l a v e r y a n d because i t k e p t i t s e l f a l o o f f rom the 

p o l i t i c a l u p h e a v a l s i n I n d i a , o u r f r i v o l o u s h i s t o r y b o o k s 

m e n t i o n t h a t n a t i o n o n l y i n p a s s i n g or neve r a t a l l ! 

985. I n o rde r to r e c t i f y t h i s spineless (d i shonourab le ) 

p e r v e r s i o n we s t a r t e d a movemen t i n I n d i a as soon as we 

were re leased f rom the A n d a m a n s i n 1924 i n respect o f N e p a l , 

as people w e l l k n o w . A t t h a t v e r y t i m e we w r o t e a b o o k on 

the H i s t o r y o f N e p a l ese M o v e m e n t ! (^qicfV s t f^ tsRl^ fel^fl?f) 

a n d i n i t we gave an accoun t o f the b r ave h i s t o r y o f 

N e p a l a n d i t s role i n the p r o t e c t i o n a n d ma in t enance o f the 

independence o f H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d c u l t u r e . B u t n o w i n t h i s 

d iscourse on H i n d u h i s t o r y p a u c i t y o f space p reven t s a n y 

such d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t — a n d there is no need for i t . I n the e a r l y 

p a r t o f the t en th c e n t u r y a n d o n w a r d s N e p a l was gove rned 

b y N e w a r i H i n d u s ^ " . Thereaf te r i t was c a p t u r e d b y some 

of the R a j p u t s who left R a j p u t a n a because o f the M u s l i m 

aggress ion to seek fo r tune elsewhere. G r a d u a l l y these R a j p u t s 

spread up to K a t h m a n d u w h i c h t h e y m a d e the i r c a p i t a l . T h e 

s t rong H i n d u gove rnmen t w h i c h these R a j p u t s e s t ab l i shed 

there is the m o d e r n N e p a l " ^ . T h i s m u c h reference is enough 

here to a t t r a c t the a t t e n t i o n o f the I n d i a n H i n d u s to i t s 

i m p o r t a n c e a n d t o the homogene i ty o f race o f N e p a l w i t h 

ours . 

986. These R a j p u t s b e i n g s t r o n g worsh ippe r s a n d p r o 

tec tors o f the C o w ( j i l<^) e v e n t u a l l y came t o be ca l l ed G o r k h a 

b y caste"*. 

9 8 6 - A . A l t h o u g h i t refers t o the more recent t imes we 

s h o u l d l i k e to m a k e a spec ia l m e n t i o n o f the f ac t t h a t w h i l e 

the whole o f I n d i a was b e i n g governed b y the E n g l i s h t h o u 

sands of G o r k h a s (Gurkhas ) h a d jo ined the E n g l i s h a r m y a n d , 

i n b o t h the great W o r l d W a r s , showed so m u c h prowess a n d 
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b r a v e r y a n d e x c e p t i o n a l s k i l l i n fighting t h a t even the bes t 

so ld i e r s i n E n g l a n d , A m e r i c a a n d G e r m a n y , too , were a s toun

ded . H e n c e t o d a y a G u r k h a so ld i e r has p r o v e r b i a l l y come t o 

mean an exce l l en t w a r r i o r ! 

T H E L A T T E R H A L F O F A K B A R ' S L I F E 

987. I t has a l r e ad y been shown , i n Pa rag raphs 946 t o 

954 o f t h i s book, w h a t c r u e l t y a n d a t r o c i t y A k b a r resor tedj to 

i n o rder to c rush H i n d u i s m a n d the H i n d u ru le rs . E v e n 

those pass ing references a lone are qu i t e sufBcient to p r o v e 

t h a t he was as f ana t i ca l a n d as fiercely i n i m i c a l to H i n d u i s m 

a n d the H i n d u n a t i o n as was e i the r A U a u d d i n o r A u r a n g z e b . 

988. E u r o p e a n w r i t e r s o n I n d i a n h i s t o r y s l y l y h i n t a n d 

o u r H i n d u wr i t e r s s l a v i s h l y a n d t h o u g h t l e s s l y i m i t a t e t hem, 

w h e n t h e y say t h a t A k b a r was no t l i k e o ther M o g h a l o r 

M u s l i m fe l lows m e a n i n g thereby t h a t he d i d n o t hate 

H i n d u i s m a n d the H i n d u n a t i o n , t h a t he was ju s t a n d never 

d i f fe ren t ia ted between the H i n d u s a n d the M u s l i m s , t h a t he 

r u l e d e q u i t a b l y a n d as such the H i n d u s m u s t be h i g h l y 

g ra t e fu l to h i m . T h i s eu logy o f A k b a r i s u t t e r l y fa lse . W e , 

H i n d u s , c a n e i the r show respect , g r a t i t u d e a n d affect ion for 

R a n a P r a t a p or for h is d i r e enemy, A k b a r . H o w c a n we show 

e q u a l affect ion a n d respect for b o t h o f t h e m ? H o w can we 

w o r s h i p G o d a n d the d e v i l a t the same t i m e ? H o w even can 

w e compare the f a n a t i c a l A k b a r w h o d e p r i v e d the i n d e p e n -

ence o f the H i n d u k i n g s l i k e R a n a P r a t a p a n d t h u r s t the 

y o k e o f s l a v e r y o n t he i r necks , w h o d e m a n d e d the H i n d u 

r o y a l pr incesses as queens a n d concubines i n o rder to a d d 

i n s u l t t o t h e i r i n j u r y a n d a t t a c k e d w i t h h i s vas t a rmies 

those , w h o d e c l i n e d to do so, a n d c rushed t h e m c o m p l e t e l y . 

H o w can we compare h i m w i t h those thousands o f m a r t y r s 

a n d v a l i a n t H i n d u leaders l i k e R a n a P r a t a p a n d R a n i 

D u r g a w a t i w h o l a i d d o w n t h e i r l i ves on the ba t t le f ie lds i n 

the defence o f H i n d u N a t i o n , H i n d u S ta tes a n d H i n d u 

r e l i g i o n ? 

989. A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t p o i n t w h i c h has so fa r escaped 

the no t i ce o f m a n y o f ou r g u l l i b l e a n d s l a v i s h H i n d n w r i t e r s 
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i s t h a t t o s a y t h a t A k b a r t r ea ted a l l h i s subjects e q u a l l y a n d ' 

sponsored e q u a l i t y o f s t a tu s for the who le h u m a n i t y — a s i s 

b e i n g t a u g h t i n s choo l s—is abso lu t e ly e r roneous , a n d i s t h e 

r e s u l t o f t h e b a d h a b i t o f e x t o l l i n g the M u s l i m s u n p r o -

p o r t i o n a t e l y . F o r , b e i n g a M o g h a l E m p e r o r , he n e v e r ' 

h e s i t a t e d to c r u s h d o w n r u t h l e s s l y anyone w h o refused t o 

bear the y o k e o f h is s o v e r e i g n t y — m i g h t he t h e n be a M u s l i m 

or a H i n d u ! N o w a l l the M u s l i m s were no t M o g h a l s . A s a 

m a t t e r o f fact m a n y o f t h e m h a t e d the M o g h a l s b i t t e r l y 

because he h a d ex tended h i s empi re b y d e s t r o y i n g the o l d 

A f g h a n a n d T u r k i s h Su l t ana t e s . I t means t h a t l i k e a n y 

o ther a m b i t i o u s a d v e n t u r e r A k b a r fought for the sake o f h i s 

o w n M o g h a l g l o r y n o t o n l y aga ins t the H i n d u s a lone b u t 

aga ins t o thers a l so . O b v i o u s l y enough he d i d n o t t rea t even 

the M u s l i m s e q u a l l y . H e l i q u i d a t e d a n d a n n e x e d m a n y M u s 

l i m k i n g d o m s . O n l y w i t h a v i e w to sa feguard ing the in t e res t s 

o f h i s empi re d i d A k b a r i n h i s l a t e r l i fe r e p e a l the r e v o l t i n g 

r e l i g ious taxes l i k e the J i z i a a n d re f ra ined f r o m o p e n i n g 

c a m p a i g n s o f mass c o n v e r s i o n o f H i n d u s . There was n o 

such i n t e n t i o n o f b e h a v i n g e q u i t a b l y w i t h H i n d u s a n d t h e 

M u s l i m s b e h i n d t h i s p o l i c y , as is gene ra l ly s u p p o s e d " ' . O n 

the c o n t r a r y he k n e w qu i t e w e l l t h a t whenever such a t r o c i t i e s 

were c o m m i t t e d o n the H i n d u s , i n the name o f r e l i g i o n , b y t h e 

f o r m e r S u l t a n s , t h e y were f o l l o w e d w i t h d i s a s t rous r e v o l t s . 

Some t imes even the w h o l e Su l t ana te s were consumed i n t h e 

conf lagra t ion o f the H i n d u w r a t h . I n o rder t o a v o i d t h i s 

d i s a s t r o u s e n d fo r h i s empi re a n d t o e s t ab l i sh a t r a n q u i l 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f h i s o w n d i d he t rea t a l l h i s subjects whe the r 

t h e y were H i n d u s or M u s l i m s , j u s t l y so fa r as t he i r i n d i v i d u a l 

l i fe was concerned a n d m u c h more l e n i e n t l y a n d h a r m l e s s l y 

t h a n o the r empero r s , l i k e A U a u d d i n o r A u r a n g z e b . B u t 

once a g a i n le t i t be r emembered t h a t i t was n o t because h e 

b e l i e v e d i n the e q u a l i t y o f m a n o r the e q u a l i t y o f the H i n d u s 

a n d the M u s l i m s i r r e spec t i ve o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n , c e r t a i n l y n o t 

because he d i d n o t cons ide r the H i n d u s as kaf i rs ! 

990. Once he became the a l l - p o w e r f u l a n d abso lu t e m o 

na rch i n t e m p o r a l affairs o f h is empire , h i s a m b i t i o n goaded h i m 
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o n t o f o u n d a new r e l i g i o n , t o be ano the r P a i g a m b a r a n d 

J o r d o f the s p i r i t u a l l i fe o f the people ! T o t h a t e n d he 

t h o u g h t o f s t a r t i n g an a b s o l u t e l y new r e l i g i o n qu i t e different 

f r o m e i t h e r H i n d u i s m or I s l a m " * . B u t here a lso i t m u s t be 

r e m e m b e r e d t h a t as he k n e w i t w o u l d be d i sas t rous to force 

i t c r u e l l y o n the people , as h a d o ther M u s l i m S u l t a n s done 

ea r l i e r o r as A u r a n g z e b d i d i t l a t e r "^ , A k b a r v e r y s l y l y t r i e d 

to u n d e r m i n e H i n d u i s m t h r o u g h h is D i n - e - l a h i ; for the C h i e f 

P a i g a m b a r s h i p o f th i s r e l i g i o n was to be ceded i n e v i t a b l y to 

A k b a r h imse l f . N o H i n d u c o u l d greet others w i t h a 

* N a m a s k a r " , he h a d perforce to s a y " A l l a h - o - A k b a r ! T h e 

a c c r e d i t e d l anguage , t oo , o f th i s new r e l i g i o n ' D i n - e - l a h i 

w^as A r a b i c ! I t m a y , however , be n o t e d i n pas s ing t h a t t h i s 

•quixot ic a m b i t i o n (idea) o f A k b a r o f b e c o m i n g the s p i r i t u a l 

l o r d o f the h u m a n race came to nough t "* . F o r beside t h e 

flattering sycophan t s i n h is cour t , none o f the H i n d u s o r the 

M u s l i m s accepted i t as t h e i r creed; the sycophan t s themselves 

h a d n o t h i n g to do w i t h i t t he moment A k b a r d i e d . 

9 9 0 - A . H o w e v e r , o f the m a n y great emperors t h a t l i v e d 

a t the t i m e i n E u r o p e or A f r i c a o r A s i a , A k b a r was the g rea tes t 

i n respect o f h i s s t r a t egy , h is w i e l d i n g o f the w ides t power , 

b r a v e r y , f o u n d i n g o f a v a s t emp i r e , h i s pa t ronage o f l e a r n i n g 

a n d a r t s a n d craf t s . A l t h o u g h a c c o r d i n g to some w r i t e r s he 

w a s i l l i t e r a t e he p a t r o n i z e d grea t au thors a n d encouraged the 

w r i t i n g o f famous b o o k s ! T h i s c o m p a r a t i v e greatness 

h i s t o r y c a n concede to h i m , a n d we do n o t hes i ta te to c a l l 

h i m as grea t as he r e a l l y w a s . B u t w i t h a l l t h a t greatness 

he w a s , f r o m ou r H i n d u p o i n t o f v i e w , fo re ign , b e l o n g i n g t o 

a n o t h e r r e l i g i o n a n d m e a n - m i n d e d a n d as such he shou ld be 

d e c r i e d b y us , H i n d u s ! 

• 



C H A P T E R X X I 

C O M E T H E A V E N G E R S O F T H E A T R O C I O U S 
M U S L I M S ' R U L E : T H E M A R A T H A S ! 

9 9 1 . I t i s a c o m m o n b e l i e f t h a t the w r i t i n g o f h i s t o r y 
smust be a p r o s a i c a c c o u n t o f ba re facts d e s c r i b i n g t h e m as 
they h a v e a c t u a l l y happened , a n d i t i s m o s t l y r i g h t . T h e r e 
ough t to be a m a r k e d difference be tween the de sc r ip t i ons o f 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t is p u r e l y i m a g i n a r y a n d p o e t i c a n d o f some
t h i n g t h a t has a c t u a l l y happened . T h e one can best be w e l l 
expressed i n a f a i t h f u l a n d ma t t e r -o f - f ac t w a y . 

9 9 1 - A . Y e t me re ly to l i s t ou t the cor rec t dates a n d years 
o f h i s t o r i c a l events , to note the deaths a n d b i r t h s o f ce r t a in 
i n d i v i d u a l s , a n d to keep a r e c o r d o f ba t t l e s fough t or the 
•occurrence o f famines a n d floods cannot be c a l l e d h i s t o r y , 
a l t h o u g h such a bare r e c o r d o f these v a r i o u s events i s t h e 
bas i s o f h i s t o r y . I t m a y a t best be c a l l e d a c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
accoun t . B u t there is a b o r d e r - l a n d be tween pure h i s t o r y 
a n d pure u n a l l o y e d p o e t r y w h i c h can adequa t e ly a n d effec
t i v e l y be expressed b y a fine b l e n d i n g o f h i s t o r y a n d p o e t r y . 
W i t h o u t such a b l e n d i n g o f h i s t o r y a n d p o e t r y d e s c r i p t i o n s 
o f such events can neve r be l i v i n g . W h i l e d e s c r i b i n g such 
events h i s t o r y i t s e l f becomes p o e t r y . S u c h occas ions a n d 
even t s can never be e f fec t ive ly desc r ibed w i t h o u t r e s o r t i n g 
to m y t h o l o g i c a l a n d r o m a n t i c me taphor s a n d g r a n d p o e t i c 
s t y l e . S i m p l e events can be desc r ibed as t r u t h f u l l y as t h e y 
h a p p e n i n prose . B u t h u m a n na tu re demands t h a t eve ry
t h i n g t h a t i s un ique , e v e r y t h i n g t h a t i s s tupendous a n d 
s p l e n d i d a n d e x c i t i n g , mus t be expressed i n a h i g h l y 
e m o t i o n a l a n d orna te s ty l e , be i t an event o f a v e r y recent 
occur rence . S i m p l e d r y prose w i l l never be able to s u s t a i n i t . 
I t is these e x c i t i n g events t h a t m a k e a m a n r o a r w i t h l a u g h -
:ter, g roan w i t h sor row, dance w i t y j o y or get w i l d w i t h rage 
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— i n s h o r t e x c i t i n g events m a k e h i m speak the language o f 

p o e t r y ! I t m a y be prose, b u t p o e t i c prose, o f ten b e d e c k e d 

w i t h d a z z l i n g o rnaments o f s i m i l e , m e t a p h o r a n d o t h e r 

figures of speech, as i s t h e p r i n c e o f p r inces a d o r n e d w i t h the 

r ea l ones ! 

992. ffi'?T?f̂ sn^5W : 

" H i s g r i e f a t the d e s t r u c t i o n o f the b i r d b y the h u n t e r 

t o o k the f o r m o f a f o u r - l i n e d verse—a 

993 . I t i s n o t t e s t i m o n y enough t h a t t h e v e r y first, 

q u a t r a i n b y the v e r y first poe t s h o u l d be b o r n o f a h i g h l y 

e x c i t i n g s e n t i m e n t w h i c h c o u l d never be c o n v e y e d i n simple-

w o r d s . 

994 . P r e c u a t i o n , h o w e v e r , m u s t be t a k e n t h a t the-

p o e t i c d e s c r i p t i o n o f such excep t iona l ye t e x c i t i n g events 

s h o u l d n o t p e r v e r t the o r i g i n a l fac ts . A w e l l - a u t h e n t i c a t e d 

h i s t o r y s h o u l d express i t s e l f t h r o u g h a l l t h i s e m o t i o n a l 

d i s p l a y . 

99d. T h e p e r i o d o f I n d i a n h i s t o r y , w h i c h we are n o w 

g o i n g t o d iscuss i n t h i s b o o k is f r o m the p o i n t o f v i e w of the 

H i n d u N a t i o n so g lo r i ous , so t h r i l l i n g , a n d so f u l l o f dar ing , 

events t h a t the p o e t i c s t y l e o f w r i t i n g a lone c a n descr ibe i t . 

a d e q u a t e l y a n d i n a t u n i n g manne r . 

996. I n t h e e igh th C h a p t e r o f t h i s b o o k the H i n d u -

M u s l i m w a r w h i c h h a d been g o i n g o n fo r s i x centur ies h a d 

en te red i n t h e seven th . B u t even w h e n s u c h a l o n g t i m e o f 

b i t t e r warfare h a d e lapsed a n d even w h e n the H i n d u N a t i o n 

h a d been sore ly p l a g u e d a n d p ro fuse ly b l e d b y the ferocious, 

r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l aggress ions o f a l l the A s i a n M u s l i m s — t h & 

A r a b s the A f g h a n s , the P a t h a n s , the T u r k s , the M o g h a l s — y e t 

even b y the b e g i n n i n g o f the seventeen th c e n t u r y the H i n d u 

n a t i o n h a d , ne i the r i n the n o r t h no r i n the s o u t h , been, 

c o m p l e t e l y v a n q u i s h e d ! N a y , i t was s t i l l fighting o n b r a v e l y 

o n the ba t t l e f i e l d i t se l f , a l t h o u g h so re ly s m a r t i n g u n d e r the 

count less wounds i t h a d so far r ece ived . O n the c o n t r a r y 

the aggressive m i g h t o f a l l the A s i a n M u s l i m s h a d b e e n 

s t e a d i l y b u t s u r e l y g e t t i n g weake r a n d weake r af ter t h e i r 
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i n c e s s a n t war fa re w i t h the H i n d u s r i g h t f r om the b e g i n n i n g 

•of the e i g h t h cen tu ry to the dea th o f A k b a r . W e have a l r e a d y 

s h o w n , i n P a r a g r a p h s 818 to 857 o f t h i s b o o k i n the chap te r 

n a m e d " T h e B e g i n n i n g o f the F a l l o f the M u s l i m P o w e r " , 

h o w t h a t " b e g i n n i n g " -was made f r o m the 14 th c e n t u r y a n d 

h o w the g r o u n d was b e i n g p repa red fo r the e s t ab l i shmen t 

•of the v i c t o r i o u s H i n d u K i n g d o m s , l i k e t h a t o f V i j a y n a g a r . 

997. T h e same resurgen t s p i r i t o f the H i n d u s g rew 

s t e a d i l y e v e r y d a y a n d u l t i m a t e l y b y the t i m e w h i c h the 

•course o f ou r s t o r y has n o w reached , the p r e s i d i n g d e i t y o f 

the H i n d u n a t i o n seems to have fe l t the d i r e necess i ty , t o 

use the h i s t r o - m y t h o l o g i c a l p h r a s e o l o g y , o f b r i n g i n g f o r t h 

a n e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y i l l u s t r i o u s H i n d u f a m i l y w h i c h c o u l d 

' u l t i m a t e l y l e a d the e v e r - g r o w i n g H i n d u m i g h t t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e whole o f I n d i a . I n the o l d t imes w h e n t h a t d e i t y fe l t 

a s i m i l a r need o f e x t i r p a t i n g the S a k a - H u n a n d o the r 

M l e n c h h a s , she p e r f o r m e d , a c c o r d i n g to C h a n d B h a t i n h i s 

ep ic ' T h e S t o r y o f A g n i k u l a ' , a grea t sacrif ice on M o u n t A b u 

a n d b r o u g h t f o r t h fou r I n d i a n H i n d u heroes. B u t unfo r 

t u n a t e l y i t was no t sufficient t o b r i n g f o r t h f o u r such 

v a l i a n t heroes t o mee t the e x i g e n c y o f the t i m e s , o f w h i c h 

we are t e l l i n g here , t o e x t i r p a t e the M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l power 

t h r o u g h o u t I n d i a . A w h o l e gene ra t ion o f such d i v i n e l y 

b l e s sed heroes was needed fo r s u c h a s tupendous t a s k ! A s 

s u c h t o use a g a i n t h e m e t a p h o r i c a l s t y l e o f C h a n d B h a t , the 

p res iden t d e i t y o f the H i n d u n a t i o n g l a n c e d a l l over I n d i a . 

T h a t en raged d e i t y s p r i n k l e d he r h o l y w a t e r o n the he igh t s 

o f S a h y a d r i , t h i n k i n g , pe rhaps , t h a t t h a t r eg ion a lone was t h e 

fittest one fo r the final o v e r t h r o w o f the M u s l i m power a f te r 

a m i l l e n n i a l w a r w i t h i t . H o w c o u l d a s m a l l s a c r i f i c i a l p i t a t 

A b u be e q u a l to t h a t s t upendous t a sk ! A n d a l l o f a 

s u d d e n t h e w h o l e o f the S a h y a d r i m o u n t a i n was ag low w i t h 

t h e fire o f w a r a n d r e sonan t w i t h the beat o f the d r u m . 

A n d there arose a w h o l e c lass , a whole genera t ion o f b rave 

w a r r i o r s . E a c h one l i g h t e d h i s i n d i v i d u a l t o r c h o n the 

gene ra l conf lagra t ion a n d t r ave r sed the M'hole o f I n d i a w i t h 

t h e w a r c r y , ' H a r , H a r Mahadev* o n h i s l i p s to w i p e o u t the 
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M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l menace . T h e n^me o f t h i s n a t i o n a l r ace ?• 

I t i s — 

' M A H A R A S H T R A B O R N O F T H E T I M E S O F S H I V A J I ' 

H I N D U M A H A R A S H T R A A L O N E F O U G H T 

W I T H T H E W H O L E M U S L I M W O R L D 

998. A t th i s t i m e i n the m i l l e n n i a l H i n d u - M u s l i m epic-

w a r such a great ca tas t rophe be fe l l the w h o l e o f I n d i a — a n d 

espec ia l ly M a h a r a s h t r a — a s h a d menaced pe rhaps , a v e r y few 

n a t i o n s o f the w o r l d . T o a d d to the M u s l i m m a e l s t r o m f r o m 

, the n o r t h E u r o p e a n n a t i o n s l i k e the Po r tuguese , the D u t c h , 

the F r e n c h a n d the E n g l i s h dashed o n I n d i a — a n d e s p e c i a l l y 

the D e c c a n , w i t h an a v a l a n c h i n e force, a n d i t was p r a c t i c a l l y 

the l o t o f the M a h a r a s h t r a , b o r n o u t o f the t i m e s o f S h i v a j i , 

t o face a l l a lone a l l these t e r r i f i c aggress ions . S t r a n g e r 

t h a n t h i s is the fac t t h a t t h i s M a h a r a s h t r a , b o r n as i t w a s 

f rom the s a c r i f i c i a l fire o f d i r e ca l ami t i e s , faced t h e m a l l 

success fu l ly , a n d was a m a t c h for a l l the enemies ! T h e 

M u s l i m i m p e r i a l t h rone of D e l h i was h a c k e d to p ieces b y 

the M a r a t h a s a n d the M u s l i m power was finally r o o t e d out 

. t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e o f I n d i a . 

999. T h e l egend o f t h i s e x c e p t i o n a l g l o r y a n d v a l o u r 

o f M a h a r a s h t r a has n o w been g e n e r a l l y k n o w n i n i t s t r u e 

pe r spec t ive a n d f o r m to the c o m m o n people i n M a h a r a s h t r a 

a t least . T h e c r ed i t o f m a k i n g i t w i d e l y k n o w n i n i t s g r a n d 

a n d s p e c t a c u l a r aspect , i n i t s a l l - I n d i a con tex t , m u s t neces

s a r i l y go to the great research-scholars a n d w r i t e r s o f 

h i s t o r y l i k e R a j w a d e , R a n a d e , K h a r e , I t i h a s a c h a r y a 

S a r d e s a i a n d others . B u t w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f R a n a d e , 

o the r s h a v e w r i t t e n t h e i r b o o k s i n M a r a t h i . H i s t o r i e s o f 

the M a r a t h a s w r i t t e n i n languages o the r t h a n M a r a t h i have 

been m o s t l y w r i t t e n b y ou r age-o ld enemies l i k e the M u s l i m s , , 

the P o r t u g u e s e , the E n g l i s h a n d o thers w i t h h o r r i d pe rve r 

s i o n o f facts , a n d u n f o r t u n a t e l y o u r H i n d u w r i t e r s f r o m t h e 

o the r I n d i a n S ta tes h a v e echoed t h e m m o s t l y t h r o u g h 

i g n o r a n c e . 

1000 . H e n c e I , a t leas t , f e l t , r i g h t f r o m m y s t u d e n t -
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days , t h a t t h i s p o s t - S h i v a j i h i s t o r y o f M a h a r a s h t r a s h o u l d 

be w r i t t e n i n E n g l i s h , based o n the research-work done i n 

t h i s field t i l l t o d a y ; so t h a t n o n - M a h a r a s h t r a a n d o the r 

foreigners m i g h t k n o w ! B u t , as I h a d se lected warfarei w i t h 

the then enemy o f ou r n a t i o n ra the r t h a n t h a t o f the pas t , a s 

the field o f m y a c t i o n , I was more a n d more i n v o l v e d i n the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t i e s aga ins t the B r i t i s h . H e n c e t i l l t h e 

t i m e I was re leased f rom the A n d a m a n s I h a d no t i m e t o 

w r i t e a b o u t the pas t h i s t o r y o f M a h a r a s h t r a . A g a i n I 

t h o u g h t people l i k e S a r d e s a i who h a d d e v o t e d themselves 

to the w r i t i n g o f h i s t o r y s h o u l d be t t e r u n d e r t a k e t h a t job 

a n d i t was , I t h o u g h t , p r o p e r f rom the p o i n t o f v i e w o f 

d i v i s i o n o f l a b o u r . S o off a n d o n I t r i e d i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

S A R D E S A I H I M S E L F S E E S M E 

1001. B y . t h e w a y , i t w o u l d , I t h i n k , be p r o p e r to re la te 

j u s t here a s m a l l i n c i d e n t w h i c h bears o n t h i s t o p i c . I h a d 

a n earnest des i re to see the l a te Shree S a r d e s a i f r o m m y 

v e r y y o u n g d a y s . F o r , h is books o n I n d i a n h i s t o r y we h a d 

been r e a d i n g c o n s t a n t l y . B u t we were a l l r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , 

w h i l e he was a h i g h p l a c e d se rvan t o f a k i n g — a l t h o u g h t h a t 

k i n g happened to be the r u l e r o f a f e u d a t o r y s t a te l i k e 

B a r o d a — s u b o r d i n a t e t o the B r i t i s h gove rnmen t ! A g a i n he 

was o lder ; I was y o u n g e r I L a t e r o n I was t r a n s p o r t e d to t h e 

A n d a m a n s a n d was e v e n t u a l l y re leased f rom there i n 1924. 

I l ea rn f r o m o the r peop le t h a t S a r d e s a i p r a i s e d m y r e v o l u 

t i o n a r y a c t i v i t i e s as b r a v e deeds. So up to the t i m e I w a s 

a t R a t n a g i r i I s i nce re ly fe l t t h a t Sa rdesa i s h o u l d w r i t e a 

H i s t o r y o f the M a r a t h a s i n E n g l i s h . A s such I sent o r a l 

messages to h i m t o t h a t effect, because eve ry le t t e r o f m i n e 

was a b u r n i n g spa rk o f fire, w h i c h was mos t l i k e l y t o reduce 

to ashes the w h o l e house o f a gove rnmen t officer l i k e h i m . 

S u c h th ings of ten h a p p e n e d i n our r e v o l u t i o n a r y l i fe . So I 

k e p t qu ie t . A n d one fine m o r n i n g a n o l d gen te lman appea red 

a t m y door-s tep , m y r en ted tenement i n the house o f Shree 

N a n a P a t w a r d h a n a t R a t n a g i r i . I go t up i n deference t o 

his grey h a i r a n d a sked , " W h o m have I the p leasure t o 
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rece ive ? " " I a in Sa rdesa i f r o m B a r o d a , " came the 

answer , " w h o m y o u k n o w as the w r i t e r o f I n d i a n h i s t o r y . " 

I was s u r p r i s e d . " W h a t ? R i y a s a t - K a r Sa rdesa i ? " W h e n he 

n o d d e d h is head i n assent I t o l d h i m h o w I h a d cher i shed 

h i g h respect for h i m ever s ince I h a d r ead h i s b i g vo lumes 

o n M u s l i m R i y a s a t . I t o l d h i m t h a t I h a d r e a d a l l o f h is 

books . B u t h a v i n g h a d a chance o f m i x i n g w i t h n o n - M a r a t h i 

schola rs I c o u l d a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y say t h a t t h e y h a d no 

knowledge o f the greatness of, no r even a n o d d i n g acqua in t 

ance w i t h , the essence o f M a r a t h a h i s t o r y ; m a n y o f t h e m 

bear a sor t o f g rudge t o w a r d s the M a r a t h a s . S o I reques ted 

h i m to u n d e r t a k e the w r i t i n g o f a n a u t h e n t i c , h a n d y h i s t o r y 

based on s o l i d facts so t h a t n o n - M a r a t h i w o r l d m i g h t k n o w 

i t i n i t s t rue f o r m a n d pe r spec t ive ; u p o n w h i c h he s a i d t h a t 

some one else s h o u l d d o i t n o w . So I s a i d , " N o , a t leas t 

t o d a y y o u are the o n l y a u t h o r i t a t i v e w r i t e r w h o can 

p o s s i b l y do i t . A l t h o u g h y o u r o l d age m a y present d i f f i cu l t i e s , 

y o u s h o u l d u n d e r t a k e i t as the c r o w n i n g g l o r y o f y o u r l i f e 

w o r k . P o s s i b l y i t w i l l be c o m p l e t e d ! Y o u seem to have 

been blessed w i t h a l o n g l i f e . A t leas t y o u s h o u l d beg in a t 

once to w r i t e such a h i s t o r y i n E n g l i s h . " T h e n a f te r sonie 

ca sua l t a l k w h i l e seeing h i m off I expressed m y g r a t i t u d e a t 

the v i s i t o f s u c h a grea t h i s t o r i a n at m y res idence . B e f o r e 

o v e n m y sentence was c o m p l e t e d , he s a i d " N o , N o , the r e a l 

p leasure is m i n e ! W e are a l l the w r i t e r s o f h i s t o r y ; b u t y o u 

a re the make r s o f h i s t o r y ! W h e n y o u m a k e h i s t o r y we n o t e 

i t d o w n a n d I came here w i t h a s incere desire to see y o u 

as the m a k e r o f h i s t o r y . A n d t h e n we t o o k l eave o f each 

o t h e r w i t h t h a n k f u l hear ts . 

1002. A n d I t h i n k i t w o u l d be p rope r t o set d o w n j u s t 

here t h a t some fifteen years o r so af ter t h i s v i s i t o f ours 

h e wro te as the r ipe f r u i t o f h is l i fe a d e t a i l e d h i s t o r y o f the 

M a r a t h a s i n E n g l i s h i n three v o l u m e s . 

1003. A s soon as I came to R a t n a g i r i , a f t e r b e i n g 

re leased f r o m the A n d a m a n s , I was f o r b i d d e n to t a k e a n y 

a c t i v e p a r t i n p o l i t i c s a n d because o f the b a n o n the change 

o f t o w n I was forced to set l i m i t s to m y m o v e m e n t s . S o i n 
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t h i s r e s t r i c t e d l i fe o f m i n e a t R a t n a g i r i , I d e c i d e d t h a t ! 

m y s e l f s h o u l d w r i t e a d i s c u r s i v e b o o k a l t h o u g h w i t h o u t a n y 

h e l p f rom reference books w h i c h w o u l d i n t e rp re t a n d e x p l a i n 

the u n r i v a l l e d v a l o u r o f the p o s t - S h i v a j i M a h a r a s h t r a a n d 

the f reedom o f the H i n d u n a t i o n t h a t i t effected b y de s t roy 

i n g the M u s l i m d o m i n a t i o n . W h y , before the e n d of F e b r u a r y 

1926 I c o m p l e t e d the w r i t i n g o f t h a t b o o k . 

H I N D U P A T P A D S H A H I 

1004. T h e v e r y name o f t h a t b o o k I chose as ' H i n d u 

P a t p a d s h a h i ' r a ther t h a n m e r e l y the h i s t o r y o f the M a r a t h a s . 

F o r , i n m y o p i n i o n , the M a r a t h a s i n genera l d i d n o t fight 

•only for M a h a r a s h t r a , n o r for t h e i r h o u s e h o l d , l a n d o r t he i r 

fields. T h e i r sole ob jec t ive was t o l i be r a t e H i n d u r e l i g i o n 

a n d H i n d u n a t i o n — o f w h i c h M a h a r a s h t r a was k n o w n to t h e m 

t o be o n l y a p a r t — f r o m t h e y o k e o f M u s l i m d o m i n a t i o n a n d 

t o e s t a b l i s h a l l o v e r I n d i a a sovere ign H i n d u power*. T h e 

i n n e r urge o f the new resurgent M a h a r a s h t r a was to de throne 

the M u s l i m i m p e r i a l power a t D e l h i ' , a n d to h o i s t i n i t s p lace 

t h e H i n d u i m p e r i a l s t a n d a r d . T h e a n g u i s h t h a t r a n k l e d i n 

the hear t s o f the H i n d u s a n d t h a t f o u n d express ion i n Shree 

R a m d a s ' s famous coup l e t— 

1005-6. m Hsp r̂ ^ ^ ^ r srifV i 

( ' N o w h e r e o n the face o f th i s w h o l e ea r t h is the re lef t a n y 

H i n d u ' ) 

was m a i n l y respons ib le for a l l the fu ture g l o r y o f the 

M a r a t h a s ! T h e hear tache o f t h e H i n d u s as expressed b y 

Shree R a m d a s 

1007-8 sr̂ ^cT ^^^T % € ^ 1 ^x^\ ^r^f i 
fkm % T'5 I m^m ^ cfirrftr ii 

to o 

( A t present the r e v o l t o f the M u s l i m s has come to s tay , a n d 

no d a r i n g H i n d u has been left ; no one is ab le to curb and 

subdue th i s l o n g s t a n d i n g e v i l ) 

set ag low the whole o f M a h a r a s h t r a . T h e M a h a r a s h t r i a n m o v e 

men t s i n t h a t cen tu ry spread far a n d w ide th roughou t I n d i a , 

t h e i n v a s i o n s a n d c a m p a i g n s , the ba t t l e s a n d p u r s u i t s a n d 
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re t rea ts , cons is ten t o r incons i s t en t h i s t o r i c a l events , w h i c h so 

far baffled the greatest o f h i s t o r i a n s can w e l l be e x p l a i n e d b y 

the m a g i c words ' H i n d u N a t i o n ' a n d ' H i n d u I m p e r i a l P o w e r ' . 

H e n c e i t i s t h a t I n a m e d t h a t b o o k as, ' H i n d u P a t p a d s h a h i ' , t h e 

name w h i c h s t a m p e d i t s o w n sea l on the h i s t o r y of the m i l l e n 

n i a l H i n d u - M u s l i m war , by g a i n i n g u l t i m a t e v i c t o r y ove r i t . 

1009. E v e n i n th i s book o f m i n e the h i s t o r y o f t h e 

M a r a t h a s has no t been g i v e n i n a l l i t s d e t a i l s , because h i s t o 

r i ans have a l r eady done t h a t w o r k m o s t p a i n s t a k i n g l y a n d 

o n a l a rger scale . J a d u n a t h S a r k a r w h o w r o t e i n E n g l i s h 

a n d R i y a s a t k a r S a r d e s a i w h o wro te i n M a r a t h i h a d a l r e a d y 

w r i t t e n books c o l l o c a t i n g a l l the a v a i l a b l e research-work, , 

m o s t l a b o r i o u s l y done b y seve ra l research scholars a n d 

a s s i m i l a t i n g a n d i n t e r p r e t i n g i t i n the best w a y t h e y c o u l d . 

I t i s therefore t o a v o i d needless r e p e t i t i o n t h a t I d i d n o t 

a t t e m p t to w r i t e a d e t a i l e d h i s t o r y o f the M a r a t h a s . M o r e 

over , s i t t i n g as I was i n the s m a l l r o o m , made a v a i l a b l e to

me for m y residence i n a s m a l l v i l l a g e o f S h i r g a o n n e a r 

R a t n a g i r i , b y m y f r i e n d Shree V i s h n u p a n t D a m a l e , even in . 

those d a y s o f l o c a l d e t e n t i o n i m p o s e d on me b y the B r i t i s h 

G o v e r n m e n t , I c o u l d n o t t h i n k o f w r i t i n g such a b i g volume-

w i t h o u t the a i d o f reference books ! 

T H E H I N D U N A T I O N 

1010. J u s t as a m a n los t i n a dense fores t o n a dark ; 

n i g h t can see e v e r y t h i n g i n i t s t rue pe r spec t ive , i n i t s f o r m 

a n d co lour , as soon as he t h rows a r o u n d h i m a flash-light 

f r o m the e l ec t r i c t o r c h i n h is t r a v e l l i n g k j t , a n d i n t h a t 

e n l i g h t e n e d s ta te o f h i s m i n d can v e r y e a s i l y find h i s w a y 

out , s i m i l a r l y v e r y ea r ly i n m y col lege d a y s , w h e n I t h r e w 

the e lec t r i c sea rch - l igh t o f the H i n d u n a t i o n a l p o i n t o f v i e w 

o n the t h e n ex tens ive b u t chao t i c mass o f de t a i l s abou t the 

h i s t o r y o f the M a r a t h a s , m y m i n d t o o , became s u d d e n l y 

en l igh t ened . V i e w e d i n t h a t b r i l l i a n t l i g h t o f the n a t i o n a l 

H i n d u o u t l o o k , t h a t whole i ncohe ren t , loose a n d chao t i c 

mass o f h i s t o r i c a l de ta i l s r e g a r d i n g the M a r a t h a enterprise-

appea red t o me a b s o l u t e l y cons is ten t a n d wel l -def ined . Then . 
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alone was i t t h a t i t s essent ia l greatness a n d u n i q u e c h a r a c t e r 
became appa ren t t o me. T h e i m p o r t a n d essence o f M a r a t h a 
h i s t o r y is m o s t c e r t a i n l y n o t as i t a p p e a r e d to m o s t o f t h e 
h i s t o r i a n s , i n c l u d i n g J a d u n a t h S a r k a r , w h o r e a d i t s i m p l y as 
the h i s t o r y o f the M a r a t h a s a n d f o u n d i t se l f -cen t red , self-
seek ing , m a r a u d i n g , be l l i cose a n d med ioc re . O n the c o n t r a r y , 

J c o u l d w e l l see i n i t the g r a n d man i f e s t a t i ons o f a M a h a 
r a s h t r a (a grea t na t ion) w h i c h h a d s i n g l y a c c e p t e d w i t h a 
g rave d e t e r m i n a t i o n the onerous r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f m e e t i n g 
a n d bea t i ng d o w n the chal lenge fo r the sup remacy over o u r 
c o u n t r y , t h r o w n b y a l l the fo re ign powers i n the three c o n t i 
nents o f A s i a , E u r o p e a n d A f r i c a — i . e . the who le of the t h e n 
k n o w n w o r l d — b y the n o n ^ H i n d u aggressors who h a d a t t a c k e d 
our grea t H i n d u N a t i o n . E s p e c i a l l y w h e n even after c o n t i -

. n u o u s l y fighting, a l t h o u g h no t u n i t e d l y , s e v e r a l l y , ye t g r i m l y 
enough , w i t h these aggressors for ove r ten cen tur ies , n o 
o ther H i n d u s t a te nor a n y other H i n d u c o m m u n i t y seemed 
to w i n t h a t ep ic war , a n n i h i l a t i n g the enemy c o m p l e t e l y , i t i s 
s ign i f i can t t h a t M a h a r a s h t r a s h o u l d do i t . 

T H E H I N D U W A R O F I N D E P E N D E N C E 

1011. I t i s , therefore, as a sacred n a t i o n a l d u t y , t h a t I 
ea rnes t ly request eve ry l o y a l H i n d u , se t tng as ide a l l fa lse 
h u m i l i t y to r e a d the above m e n t i o n e d b o o k o f m ine , viz. 
' H i n d u P a t p a d s h a h i ' w h i c h su rveys the H i n d u W a r o f 
Independence , c a r r i e d o n b y the M a r a t h a s f rom the seven
t een th c e n t u r y , f rom the H i n d u n a t i o n a l s t andpo in t . F o r , 
l o o k i n g a t i t , as i m p e r s o n a l l y as i t i s poss ib le to do so, t h i s 
one o f a l l the e x t a n t b o o k s o n the h i s t o r y o f th i s p e r i o d 
appears even to me as the mos t s t i m u l a t i n g , mos t s e a r c h i n g 
a n d t eeming w i t h the n a t i o n a l s p i r i t i m b u e d w i t h H i n d u t w a . 
Ranade forever c losed the mou ths o f the fo re ign as w e l l as 
ou r o w n h i s t o r i a n s , w h i c h de r ided the M a r a t h a h i s t o r y o f 
the t imes o f C h h a t r a p a t i R a j a r a m as the a n a r c h y o f the 
r a b b l e , a n d c a l l e d i t the M a r a t h a W a r of Independence*. 

1012. B u t the a l l - I n d i a w a r wh ich the M a r a t h a s f o u g h t 
i f o r . nea r ly a c e n t u r y subsequent to the t i m e s o f R a j a r a m was 
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n o t m e r e l y a M a r a t h a W a r o f Independence , i t was an a l l -

I n d i a w a r o f H i n d u Independence . M y b o o k , ' H i n d u P a t 

p a d s h a h i ' , i s r e a l l y the g o l d e n t e m p l e o f the s u r v e y a n d 

a p p r a i s a l o f t h a t g rea t w a r — a n e n t h r a l l i n g p iece o f s c u l p t u r e 

i n co lou r a n d s o l i d i t y , o f the Goddess o f t h a t grea t war , l i k e 

a n y i n the caves o f A j a n t h a . 

1013 . A n d s t i l l e v e r y p a r a g r a p h i n t h a t b o o k i s based 

o n s o l i d ev idence , no t because ex t rac t s f r o m the w r i t i n g s o f 

o t h e r r e n o w n e d h i s to r i ans o f a c k n o w l e d g e d a u t h o r i t y have 

been f ree ly used t he re in , b u t because the v e r y sentences 

u t t e r e d b y the heroes who a c t u a l l y fought on the v a r i o u s 

ba t t l e f i e lds a n d b y those w h o a c t u a l l y p l a y e d the p o l i t i c a l 

a n d d i p l o m a t i c game are c i t e d . E x t r a c t s f r o m t h e le t t e r s 

f resh f r o m the i r hands , w r i t t e n jus t af ter the events have been 

p r o f u s e l y used . A s such the b o o k is as a u t h o r i t a t i v e as i t i s 

i n t e r e s t i n g to r e a d . T h e genius o f the h i s t o r i a n , R a j w a d e , does 

n o t seem to h a v e a l toge the r m i s s e d t h i s a l l - I n d i a cha rac t e r 

o f t h i s M a r a t h a h i s t o r y . B u t i n h is w r i t i n g s i t d i d n o t 

rece ive the a l l - r o u n d t r e a t m e n t i t dese rved . P e r h a p s h i s 

w r i t i n g i t s e l f was so ex tens ive a n d v a r i e d as to p r e c l u d e even 

the v a s t i n t e l l e c t u a l capac i t i e s o f the m a n f r o m g r a s p i n g i t s 

f u l l s ign i f icance a n d i m p o r t . H i s i n c i d e n t a l a n d d e s u l t o r y 

d i scourses on the subject appear , b y the v e r y n a t u r e o f t h e i r 

t o p i c s , i ncomple t e a n d i ncons i s t en t . A b o u t the E n g l i s h , 

M u s l i m a n d o ther h i s t o r i a n s we h a d be t t e r n o t say a n y t h i n g . 

U n d er such c i rcumstances , therefore , m y b o o k H i n d u P a t 

p a d s h a h i e s t i m a t i n g th i s g rea t H i n d u - M u s l i m W a r t h r o u g h 

the H i n d u n a t i o n a l ang le o f v i s i o n is the o n l y one o f i t s k i n d . 

T h a t i s w h y I r e c o m m e n d i t w h o l e - h e a r t e d l y to e v e r y 

H i n d u n a t i o n a l i s t . 

1014. T h a t i s w h y , a g a i n , a n d because o f m y f a i l i n g 

hea l t h I do n o t propose to go i n for t h a t r e v i e w o f the w a r 

i n these pages. T h e cu r ious readers m i g h t a d v i s e d l y r e a d i t 

f r o m those pages . I t i s o n l y necessary here i n these pages 

o f the S i x G l o r i o u s E p o c h s o f H i n d u V i c t o r i e s ove r the A g 

gressors t o d i s p l a y the g o l d e n c h a i n o f events w h i c h l ed 

u l t i m a t e l y to the p i n n a c l e o f g l o r y t h a t the H i n d u s o b t a i n e d 
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b y finally s u b d u i n g the M u s l i m power a t the close o f t h i s 

m i l l e n n i a l H i n d u - M u s l i m w a r o f ep ic d imens ions . 

A C H A I N O F R A R E A N D R E M A R K A B L E E V E N T S 

1015. T h e first o f such rare a n d r e m a r k a b l e events , 

w h i c h a t the ou t se t appears t r i v i a l bu t , v i e w e d n o w f rom the 

telescope of h i s t o r i c a l s tud ies , assumes e x c e p t i o n a l i m p o r 

tance a n d w h i c h fo l lows i m m e d i a t e l y after the accoun t o f 

t h i s H i n d u - M u s l i m w a r g i v e n i n t h i s b o o k u p to C h . 20 i s 

T h e B i r t h o f S h i v a j i e i the r i n 1627 or 1630 A . D . 

1016. S h i v a j i ' s fa ther , Shaha j i , was r e c k o n e d among 

t h e p e t t y M a r a t h a chief ta ins and noblemen®, who t o o k a c t i v e 

p a r t i n the p o l i t i c a l m o v e m e n t s o f the t i m e . B u t a l l o f t h e m 

h a d to owe a l leg iance to some one of the five M u s l i m S u l t a n s 

t h a t t h e y m i g h t enjoy t h e i r o w n k n i g h t h o o d or ' J a g i r d a r i ' . 

N o t a s ing le H i n d u independen t S t a t e—not even the s m a l l e s t 

t h a t c a n be t h o u g h t o f—had r ema ined t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e 

o f M a h a r a s h t r a . B u t the son, b o r n to the above m e n t i o n e d 

Shaha j i R a j e , was , however , de s t i ned b y P r o v i d e n c e to l e a d 

the H i n d u W a r o f L i b e r a t i o n a n d to be h o n o u r e d w i t h t h e 

ausp ic ious r e d m a r k , a p p l i e d to h is head , o f the g u s h i n g 

b l o o d o f the m o r t a l l y wounded M u s l i m power , h e r a l d i n g t h e 

even t o f H i n d u independence ! 

A W O N D E R F U L C O I N C I D E N C E 

1017. W h e t h e r because o f good fo r tune or because i t 

was the w i l l o f G o d , whe ther aga in o w i n g to mere a c c i d e n t a l 

co inc idence or as the e x t r a o r d i n a r y harves t r eaped f rom t h e 

w e l l - c o o r d i n a t e d s o w i n g o f the seeds o f g i g a n t i c e f fo r t s—cal l 

i t w h a t y o u w i l l — b u t ever s ince the b i r t h o f S h i v a j i f rom t h e 

w o m b o f h i s m o t h e r J i j a b a i , there was a s t range t u r n g i v e n 

t o the t e chn ique o f the n a t i o n a l f ron t i n t h i s H i n d u - M u s l i m 

W a r . 

1018. G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , r i g h t f r o m the b e g i n n i n g o f 

the e i g h t h cen tu ry to t h a t o f the seventeenth , wherever the 

m i g h t y a rmies o f the M u s l i m s and the H i n d u s fought , where-

ever the H i n d u s a n d the M u s l i m s were engaged i n dec i s i ve 
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ba t t l e s affect ing the d e s t i n i e s ' o f the s tates and the H i n d u 

n a t i o n as a who le i t was the H i n d u who u s u a l l y , b a r r i n g 

i o n o u r a b l e except ions , suffered c r u s h i n g defeats w i t h h e a v y 

losses i n men a n d m a t e r i a l , somet imes because some leader sat 

i n ' H o w d a ' on the elephant*, w h i l e a t o thers one sa t i n p a l a n 

q u i n ' — s o m e t i m e s because there was t r eache ry i n the H i n d u ' 

ra'nks,* a t o thers a g a i n w h e n v i c t o r y was a l m o s t i n H i n d u 

hands—mere chance c o i n c i d e n c e deflected i t t owards the 

M u s l i m s . T h i s c rue l v e r d i c t o f the Goddess o f W a r was as i t 

were , p r e d e t e r m i n e d . The res i s tance offered b y the b rave 

D a h e e r , the one offered b y the v a l i a n t J a y a p a l o r his son 

A n a n g p a l or the l a s t ba t t l e g i v e n b y V e e r P r i t h v i r a j or a g a i n 

t h e one fought b y M a h a r a n a Sang , i n every dec i s ive a c t i o n 

fought t h r o u g h o u t , t h r o u g h a l l these centur ies up to t h a t 

fought i n 1665 A . D . a t T a l i k o t b y the daunt less R a m r a j a 

o f V i j a y n a g a r the scales o f w a r t u r n e d a l w a y s aga ins t the 

H i n d u s — t h e H i n d u s a lone were u n m i s t a k a b l y defeated ! ! 

B U T S I N C E T H E B E G I N N I N G O F T H E 17TH 

C E N T U R Y 

1019. T h a t means f rom the b i r t h o f S h i v a j i , so to say , 

the same c rue l Goddess of W a r began to show a h i g h l y 

a s t o n i s h i n g difference i n her v e r d i c t r e g a r d i n g the same 

H i n d u - M u s l i m s t rugg le . A n d i t was th i s I J u s t as f o r m e r l y 

i t seemed a l m o s t p r e d e t e r m i n e d t h a t the H i n d u s were b o u n d 

t o be defeated i n e v e r y H i n d u - M u s l i m s t ruggle , s i m i l a r l y 

n o w onwards , wherever the H i n d u - M u s l i m a rmies met , the 

H i n d u s ' v i c t o r y was a lmos t assured a n d the M u s l i m defeat a 

foregone c o n c l u s i o n I P r o m t h i s seventeenth c e n t u r y onwards 

whereve r t h e y m e t the M u s l i m s i n a s ta te o f w a r , the H i n d u s 

i n v a r i a b l y v a n q u i s h e d t h e m ! W h e t h e r t h e y were the dec i s ive 

Tjattles s h a k i n g the v e r y f o u n d a t i o n s o f s ta tes o r n a t i o n s o r 

whe the r t h e y were o n l y fleeting sk i rmi shes , the v i c t o r y for 

the H i n d u s a n d the r o u t o f the M u s l i m s was the resu l t ! 

E v e r y H i n d u y o u n g m a n s h o u l d necessa r i ly r e a d the l o n g 

l i s t o f H i n d u v i c t o r i e s f r o m the same b o o k o f m i n e viz : 

H i n d u P a t p a d s h a h i , the v i c t o r i e s w h i c h s w e l l ou r hear ts 
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w i t h p r i d e , the v i c t o r i e s a g a i n t h a t Were w o n n o t o n l y o n 

l a n d f r o m the P u n j a b to K a n y a K u m a r i i n the sou th seas 

b u t i n hundreds o f n a v a l engagements f r o m the W e s t e r n (the 

so -ca l l ed A r a b i a n sea !) to the E a s t e r n (the B a y o f Benga l ) 

s ea s ! 

T H E G U I D I N G P R I N C I P L E O F T H E N E W M A R A T H A 

S T R A T E G Y 

A G G R E S S I O N — N O T M E R E L Y D E F E N C E 

1020. T h e mos t i m p o r t a n t reason w h y since the t i m e 

the M a r a t h a s assumed the m i l i t a r y leadersh ip o f the H i n d u 

n a t i o n , the H i n d u s alone wen t o n w i n n i n g v i c t o r i e s , as has 

been a l r e a d y shown above , a l l o v e r the vas t s u b - c o n t i n e n t 

o f I n d i a whenever t h e y j o i n e d ba t t l e w i t h the M u s l i m s , was 

t h a t these M a r a t h a s w i t h t h e i r d a r i n g v a l o u r , h a d a t once 

p u r g e d t h e H i n d u m i n d o f t h a t p e r n i c i o u s ep idemic of the 

p e r v e r t e d sense o f v i r t u e s , w h i c h h a d aff l icted a n d p a r a l y s e d 

mos t o f the H i n d u soc i e ty a l l ove r I n d i a a n d w h i c h h a d 

g i v e n b i r t h to the fa l se n o t i o n of c h i v a l r y , deeming i t h i g h l y 

desp icab le f r o m the e t h i c a l p o i n t o f v i e w , a v e r i t a b l e s i n , as 

i t were, to l e a d a m i l i t a r y a t t a c k — e v e n aga ins t the d i r e s t 

enemy. 

1021. I n fac t the creed of every n a t i o n a l a r m y is t o 

m a r c h u p o n the enemy e v e n before the l a t t e r a t t a c k s — t o 

l e a d a b l a t a n t aggress ion , n o t mere ly to s tage defensive 

f o r m a t i o n s ! T h e first success fu l a t t e m p t to i n s p i r e t h i s 

aggress ive m e n t a l i t y amongs t the H i n d u s was made a t the 

t i m e o f the e s t ab l i shment o f the V i j a y n a g a r empi re aga ins t 

the M u s l i m s , even before the M a r a t h a s t o o k the l e a d . B u t 

i t was r e s t r i c t e d t o the s o u t h a lone a n d the t e r r i b l e defeat 

a t T a l i k o t a de t e r r ed the H i n d u m i n d f rom i n v a d i n g the 

M u s l i m s . I t was t h e n t h a t the M a r a t h a s i n s p i r e d the H i n d u s 

w i t h a new w a r - l i k e s p i r i t b y successful i n r o a d s u p o n the 

M u s l i m s . 

1022. T o i n v a d e the enemy t e r r i t o r y is the ch ie f a i m or 

the ch ie f d u t y o f a n a t i o n a l m i l i t a r y s t r e n g t h . T h e n a t i o n 

w h i c h m a i n t a i n s a r m e d forces j u s t s t r o n g enough fo r the 
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purposes o f defence—and does n o t b u i l d i t u p so as to be 

capable to u n d e r t a k e an i n v a s i o n a n d considers i t i m p r o p e r 

to do so—is e i tber b a s i c a l l y coward a t bea r t or i s l a b o u r i n g 

unde r a de lu s ion . P e r h a p s i t i s to camouflage t h a t i n w a r d 

c o w a r d i c e t h a t such h i g h s o u n d i n g dec l a ra t ions are made. . A 

n a t i o n whose a rmed m i g h t is e v i d e n t l y b u i l t up o n the bas i s 

o f i t s aggress ive c a p a c i t y is c e r t a i n l y capable of self-defence. 

1023. A g a i n , the H i n d u aggress ion a g a i n s t the v i o l e n t 

a n d un jus t p o l i t i c a l d o m i n a t i o n o f the M u s l i m ru le rs was 

b a s i c a l l y n o t a n aggress ion a t a l l . T h e r e a l l y unjus t aggres

s i o n was t h a t o f the M u s l i m s who h a d i n v a d e d the t e r r i t o r i e s 

o f the H i n d u s . T h e aggressive r i s ings o f the H i n d u s aga ins t 

the out rageous M u s l i m ru le can neve r be c a l l e d r e v o l t s o r 

r ebe l l i ons . P o r , the aggress ion o f the M u s l i m ru le rs aga ins t 

the i n d e p e n d e n t a n d r i g h t f u l l y es tab l i shed H i n d u s ta tes w a s 

i t s e l f m u t i n o u s a n d r e v o l t i n g . T h e r i s i n g o f a r o b b e r aga in s t 

the r i g h t f u l owner can be c a l l e d m u t i n o u s , n o t the t a k i n g 

u p o f a rms b y the r i g h t f u l owner t o chast ise the r ebe l l i ous 

f reebooters ! I t i s , therefore, to i n s p i r e w i t h i n d o m i t a b l e 

courage the m a j o r i t y o f the H i n d u soc ie ty a l l over I n d i a , 

w h i c h h a d t a k e n f r i gh t o f these M u s l i m freebooters, t h a t 

Shree R a m d a s r a i s e d h i s w a r - c r y f r o m eve ry p e a k o f t h e 

S a h y a d r i 

" I c is the M u s l i m - i n s u r r e c t i o n ! 

' T h e insurgen t s are the M u s l i m s a n d n o t the H i n d u s ! I n 

order to p u n i s h t h e m severe ly i n v a d e t h e m f r o m a l l s i d e s 

a l l a t once ! 

1024 . "^^'imit ^ T T ? I ^it^^ ^r^sTfftr ^XKl^ i 

(One s h o u l d co u r t dea th for the sake o f r e l i g i o n (Bu t ) w h i l e 

d y i n g one s h o u l d k i l l (the enemies) a n d b y thus k i l l i n g t h e m 

one s h o u l d w i n b a c k one ' s k i n g d o m . ) 

1025. T h e mos t i m p o r t a n t w e a p o n o f t h i s aggress ive 

w a r p o l i c y o f the M a r a t h a s was a t least t i l l t h a t t i m e a new 

one to the H i n d u s . I t was no t used so fa r b y a n y before 
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t h e m . T h a t w e a p o n i s 

G U E R R I L L A W A R F A R E 

1026. T h i s t y p e o f w a r is c a l l e d i n S a n s k r i t ' V r a k y -

u d d h a ' 

T h i s V r a k y u d d h a ( f^^s ) o f the M a r a t h a s h u m b l e d t h e 

v a s t a rmies o f the M u s l i m s . A c c o r d i n g to the p e c u l i a r m o d e 

o f t h i s g u e r r i l l a war fa re the M a r a t h a s neve r faced the h i g h l y 

w e l l - e q u i p p e d f o u r f o l d a rmies o f the enemy . W h e n e v e r t h e 

M a r a t h a forces were s m a l l i n number , t hey a t t a c k e d t h e 

enemy f r o m the r i g h t o r the left flanks o r f r o m b e h i n d , 

1027. Y e t i t s h o u l d be bo rne i n m i n d t h a t w h i l e t h u s 

ha rass ing a n d c u t t i n g off the huge a rmies o f the M o g h a l s wi th , 

t h e i r meagre numbers a n d i n a d e q u a t e a rms , t h e y never 

h e s i t a t e d to offer p i t c h e d b a t t l e s s t a n d i n g face to face a t t h e 

mos t unexpec ted momen t s , i f t h e y f o u n d t h a t t he i r o w n 

m i l i t a r y s t r eng th h a d g r o w n suf f ic ien t ly s t r o n g to do t h i s . 

A s | e v e n w h e n the M a r a t h a forces w e n t o n inc reas ing i n 

n u m b e r a n d q u a l i t y , a n d t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a b o u t t h e 

v a r i o u s s ta tes , sma l l e r o r grea ter i n s i ze , a b o u t the for t s a n d 

t e r r i t o r i e s t h a t f e l l i n t he i r hands , began t o assume e n o r m o u s 

d imens ions , t h e y d i d n o t l i e i d l y i n t h e i r different c a p i t a l s , 

g u a r d i n g t h e i r o w n p o s i t i o n s . E v e r y - o n e o f t h e m h a d 

a l w a y s a keen eye o n the n e i g h b o u r i n g o r the d i s t a n t M o g h a l 

t e r r i t o r i e s a n d pushed o n i n t o those t e r r i t o r i e s as soon as t h e 

monsoons were over , even before the enemy h a d t i m e to come 

aggress ive ly aga ins t the sma l l e r M a r a t h a f e u d a l l o r d s a n d 

J a g i r d a r s o r t h e i r fo r t s . T h e M a r a t h a forces a t t a c k e d 

even the M u s l i m N a w a b s a n d N i z a m s , who never gave t h e m 

offence u n d e r some p r e t e x t o r ano the r . M o r e o v e r t h e y were 

h a r d l y to be found i n the i r u s u a l l y k n o w n cap i t a l s , great o r 

s m a l l , o r i n t h e i r fo r t s o r caves k n o w n t o be t h e i r u s u a l 

resor ts . O n the the c o n t r a r y t h e y seemed to c a r r y t h e i r so , 

c a l l e d c a p i t a l s o n horse-back w h i l e t h e y s t a r t e d on t h e i r 

campa igns aga ins t the M u s l i m s . T h e de fac to address o f t h e 

v a r i o u s M a r a t h a w a r - l o r d s a n d the i r b rave fo l lowers was n o t 

t h e i r homes o r fortresses; i t was i n v a r i a b l y t h e i r ever s h i f t i n g 
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c a m p s o r b i v o u a c s i n the M o g h a l t e r r i t o r i e s . . 

1028. E v e n a s o l i t a r y ins tance i n the t imes o f R a j a r a m , 

r e g a r d i n g A u r a n g z e b m a y be sufBcient t o show c l e a r l y w h a t 

great h a v o c was caused a m o n g s t the v a s t a n d u n w i e l d y 

M u s l i m a r m i e s , ha rassed , h a c k e d a n d hewed by. these M a r a t h a 

g u e r r i l l a s ! T h e huge a rmies o f A u r a n g z e b pur sued the 

M a r a t h a forces r i g h t u p to J i n j i (or Z i n j i ) i n the S o u t h , 

r e d u c i n g t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s as t hey w e n t . B u t ?—The m o m e n t 

t h e y t u r n e d t h e i r b a c k s , t h e y saw tha t s m a l l e r b a n d s o f the 

M a r a t h a i r r e g u l a r s h a d a l r e a d y crossed the N a r m a d a a n d 

after h a v i n g entered G u j a r a t h they h a d f r i gh t ened the 

•Subhedar o f t h a t p r o v i n c e o u t o f h i s w i t s ' . F a r t h e r off, the 

Jtfarathas were of ten r e p o r t e d t o have a t t a c k e d the c e n t r a l 

p rov inces t o the u t t e r d i s m a y of the a l r e a d y confused M o g h a l 

E m p e r o r . I n the e n d g i v i n g u p M a h a r a s h t r a as p r e c i p i t a t e l y 

as t h e y w o u l d h a v e d r o p p e d a g l o w i n g c inde r f r o m t h e i r 

hands , those huge M o g h a l hosts h a c k e d , harassed a n d h a r r i e d 

b y the i n d o m i t a b l e M a r a t h a w a r r i o r s , r e t rea ted , c res t fa l l en , 

b a c k to D e l h i " . 

1029. I t i s n o t cor rec t to assume t h a t the M a r a t h a s 

h a d r e so r t ed t o th i s aggress ive w a r p o l i c y o n l y so f a r as 

t h e i r m a r t i a l p o w e r was concerned b u t t h a t t h e i r a d m i n i s t r a 

t i v e m a c h i n e r y h a d n o t h a d a sound f o o t i n g or h a d n o t 

g r o w n suff ic ient ly s t r o n g . O n the o ther h a n d t h e y r enewed 

t h e i r aggress ive i ncu r s ions i n t o the r e m a i n i n g M u s l i m 

t e r r i t o r i e s u n d e r the c o m m a n d o f the i n v i n c i b l e ve t e r an w a r 

leaders , l i k e B a j i r a o I , w i t h g rea te r r i g o u r a n d zest , w h e n 

•every one o f t h e i r severa l S a r d a r s a n d Ch ie f t a ins h a d tens 

a n d scores o f t housands o f so ld ie r s unde r t hem, fighting, 

conque r ing a n d e s t a b l i s h i n g M a r a t h a ru le r i g h t f r o m J i n j i t o 

•Gujarath a n d even M a l w a a n d C e n t r a l I n d i a ! I f a t a l l t h e y 

were to es tabl i sh H i n d u - P a t p a d a s h a h i t h r o u g h o u t the who le 

o f I n d i a , the defensive w a r p o l i c y o f ' p re se rv ing wha teve r 

t h e y h a d ' w o u l d have been o f l i t t l e use. T h e y h a d necessa r i ly 

t o a d o p t the b o l d e r p o l i c y m a k i n g new a c q u i s i t i o n s . T h a t 

w a y those b r a v e a n d inde fa t igab le M a r a t h a w a r r i o r s h a d a n 

i n s a t i a b l e des i re t o a s sa i l t h e i r r e l i g i o u s enemies whenever 
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a n d wherever t h e y c o u l d ! 

T H E A G G R E S S I V E W A R P O L I C Y O F T H E 

M A R A T H A S 

S T O P P E D T H E I N R O A D S O F T H E F O R E I G N 

E N E M I E S B E Y O N D T H E H I M A L A Y A S 

1030. T h e r epor t s t h a t the b o l d t hu r s t s o f B a j i r a o I 

r i g h t u p to the gates o f D e l h i h a d c o n v u l s e d the M o g h a l 

i m p e r i a l p o w e r to i t s v e r y f o u n d a t i o n s a n d rendered i t 

•disjointed, a n d t h a t the m i g h t y M a r a t h a a rmies were a b o u t 

t o i n v a d e the t e r r i t o r i e s even b e y o n d D e l h i up to the P u n j a b , 

•did n o t f a i l to g i v e a rude shock to the M u s l i m powers o f 

K a b u l , G h a z n i , I r a n , T u r a n , B a l k h , B o k h a r a , A r a b i a a n d 

•other coun t r i es b e y o n d the H i m a l a y a s ! 

1031. I t has a l r e a d y been s h o w n i n th i s b o o k how, 

before the r i se o f the M a r a t h a s , these v e r y A r a b , I r a n i a n , 

D u r a n i , T i i r k , M o g h a l a n d o the r M u s l i m t r ibes h a d of ten 

swooped d o w n the H i m a l a y a s i n t o the I n d i a n p l a i n s w i t h a l l 

the f e roc i t y a n d b a r b a r i t y a t t he i r c o m m a n d ; how some o f 

these M u s l i m aggressors o v e r r a n the H i n d u states, dashed 

t o w a r d s the sou th , w o r s t i n g the H i n d u r e l i g i o n , h e a p i n g u p 

i n h u m a n r e l i g i o u s pe r secu t ion a n d u n t o l d d e v i l i s h a t r o c i t i e s 

•on i t s adherents ; a n d a g a i n h o w some others o f t h e m e s t a b l i 

s h e d the i r o w n independen t s tab le Su l t ana tes a t D e l h i a n d 

l i k e A l a u d d i n made s t r a igh t for the sou the rnmos t end o f 

I n d i a . 

E V E N T H E N 

1032. The t h e n H i n d u K i n g s themselves c o u l d n o t 

i n v a d e I r a n , T u r a n or A r a b i a b e y o n d the H i m a l a y a s e v e n 

before those d i a b o l i c M u s l i m aggressors c o u l d t respass the 

I n d i a n t e r r i t o r y . T h e y c o u l d a n n i h i l a t e those M u s l i m 

i n v a d e r s i n t h e i r v e r y homes ! 

N A D I R S H A H A N D A B D A L I 

1033. B u t so soon as the M a r a t h a s assumed the H i n d u 
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l eadersh ip a l l o v e r I n d i a i n t h i s m i l l e n n i a l H i n d u - M u s l i m 

epic w a r a n d so soon a g a i n as the r a m p a r t s o f D e l h i began t o 

c rumble w i t h the fo rc ib le t h r u s t s o f the M a r a t h a a rms this-

age -o ld no to r ious h a b i t o f the M u s l i m aggress ive t r i be s a n d 

states i n A s i a o f a t t a c k i n g e v e r y n o w a n d t h e n l i k e M a h m u d 

o f G h a z n i , w i t h voc i fe rous vows o f comple te d e s t r u c t i o n o f 

the H i n d u s a n d t h e i r r e l i g i o n , was for ever b r o k e n ! S i n c e 

the t i m e the M a r a t h a a rms b r o u g h t D e l h i u n d e r t h e i r c o n t r o l 

a n d the i m p e r i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a t D e l h i began t o o b e y the-

d ic ta t e s o f the v a l i a n t P e s h w a , l i k e B a j i r a o I , o n l y t w o , 

N a d i r s h a h o f I r a n a n d A h m e d s h a h A b d a l i o f G h a z n i , dared! 

cross the I n d i a n borders f r o m beyond the H i m a l a y a s , p u t t i n g : 

o n the p o m p o u s a i r s o f the f o r m e r M u s l i m i n v a d e r s s w e a r i n g 

t e r r i b l e wrongs u n t o the people he re in a n d l o n g i n g i n v a i n 

t o become the E m p e r o r s o f I n d i a . B u t r e a l l y s p e a k i n g n o n e 

o f t h e m h a d come u p o n I n d i a , l i k e the fo rmer i n v a d e r s , o n 

t h e i r o w n i n i t i a t i v e a n d w i t h a n i r r e s i s t i b l e i t c h . T h e f u l l 

knowledge t h a t the M a r a t h a s h a d succeeded i n e s t a b l i s h i n g 

the H i n d u r u l e a l l over I n d i a up to D e l h i o r t h a t t h e y c o u l d 

d o so, h a d ove rawed b o t h N a d i r s h a h a n d A b d a l i , too ! I t w a s 

o n l y a t the s u p p l i c a t i o n s o f the M u s l i m Sa rda r s o f D e l h i a n d 

P u n j a b a n d a t t imes the secret f i n v i t a t i o n o f the E m p e r o r 

h i m s e l f t h a t N a d i r s h a h a n d A h m e d s h a h made b o l d t o cross, 

the H i n d u k u s h a n d m a r c h u p o n I n d i a . T h e R o h i l l a s , t h e 

P a t h a n s a n d the M o g h a l s sec re t ly p l eaded t h a t the Mara thas-

h a d p r a c t i c a l l y u s u r p e d the w h o l e power , t h a t the K a f i r s w e r e 

g r a d u a l l y b e c o m i n g d o m i n a n t t h r o u g h o u t t h e whole o f I n d i a , 

a n d t h a t t h e y were a p p r o a c h i n g those fore igners as the 

defenders o f the M u s l i m f a i t h i n o rde r t h a t t hey m i g h t i n v a d e 

I n d i a to save the M u s l i m i m p e r i a l p o w e r a t D e l h i " . T h e y 

even offered to m a k e those f o r e i g n M u s l i m leaders t h e 

E m p e r o r s o f D e l h i . I t was o n the i n v i t a t i o n s of these I n d i a n 

M u s l i m s a n d depend ing on t h e i r s t r eng th a n d assis tance t h a t 

the a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d v i o l e n t aggressors c o u l d t h i n k o f 

a t t a c k i n g I n d i a . 
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T H E I N V A S I O N O F N A D I R S H A H 

1034. O f the M u s l i m Sa rda r s , E m i r s a n d K h a n s w h o 

sec re t ly i n v i t e d N a d i r s h a h to i n v a d e I n d i a i n o r d e r to c rush 

the M a r a t h a s , N i z a m - u l - M u l k was the most prominent^*. A s 

B a j i r a o I h a d v a n q u i s h e d h i m comple t e ly , he f o n d l y hoped 

t h a t the M a r a t h a s w o u l d be squa re ly p u n i s h e d a n d des t royed 

b y N a d i r s h a h . H e d i d n o t care w h a t w o u l d h a p p e n subsequ

e n t l y . N a d i r s h a h crossed A t t o c k a n d reached L a h o r e i n 

1 7 3 2 " . T h e E m p e r o r o f D e l h i made a g r a n d show o f oppos ing 

h i m w i t h h i s a r m y . B u t i n the v e r y first ba t t l e he was r o u t e d 

e n t i r e l y " . N a d i r s h a h c a l l e d h i m a n d p u t h i m i n h is p r i s o n . 

N i z a m too was s i m i l a r l y r e p r i m a n d e d for suffering the 

M a r a t h a s to be so v e r y p o w e r f u l aa to engu l f the i m p e r i a l 

p o w e r o f D e l h i , a n d because he d i d no t p a y the severa l crores 

•of rupees t h a t he h a d p r o m i s e d , N i a z m , too , was p u t b e h i n d 

the b a r s " . T h e n N a d i r s h a h m a r c h e d s t r a igh t to D e l h i . O n the 

10th o f M a r c h . 1739 N a d i r s h a h l i q u i d a t e d the M o g h a l i m p e r i a l 

•power a n d p r o c l a i m e d h i m s e l f the E m p e r o r o f I n d i a " . W i t h 

p r e c i p i t a t e has te he n o t o n l y f o l l o w e d the age-o ld M u s l i m 

i m p e r i a l t r a d i t i o n b u t fa r o u t d i s t a n c e d i t w i t h a l l sor ts o f 

m o n s t r o c i t i e s a n d orgies o f b l o o d a n d fire. P l u n d e r , a rson 

a n d m a n - s l a u g h t e r r a n r i o t i n the streets o f D e l h i " . T h e 

M u s l i m s , however , hoped t h a t N a d i r s h a h w o u l d a t leas t 

a n n i h i l a t e the M a r a t h a s . B u t d e l i b e r a t e l y o r k n a v i s h l y 

N^adirshah d i d n o t offend the M a r a t h a s . W h y , i n h is rage o f 

D e l h i he never s p a r e d the Musl ims^*. N a d i r s h a h h i m s e l f 

s ea t ed the N i z a m o n the b a c k o f a d o n k e y a n d forced h i m t o 

undergo t h e h u m i l i a t i o n o f a pa rade t h r o u g h o u t t h i s c i t y " . 

1035. S o o n the news came h e a d l o n g tha t the M a r a t h a s 

h a d in f l i c t ed a grea t defeat u p o n the Por tuguese a n d t h e w e l l -

Iknown sea-por t o f B a s s e i n (Vasai ) h a d been conquered f r o m 

t h e lat ter^", a n d t h a t the Por tuguese G o v e r n o r o f the p lace 

a n d h i s a r m y h a d l a i d d o w n t h e i r a rms a n d sued for peace 

w i t h the Marathas*^, a n d t h a t fee l ing h i m s e l f free, therefore , 

t o do as he l i k e d , B a j i r a o I h a d s t a r t ed w i t h huge 

ip repa ra t ions a n d was h e a d i n g t o w a r d s De lh i** . 
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1036-37. ^^^T : =^^1 ^TJ^ =?I5r ! 

" W h y do y o u l o o k so a m z e d ? M a r c h o n to D e l h i ( M y 

B o y s !) W h a t can n o w d e l a y the e s t ab l i shmen t o f H i n d u - P a t -

p a d s h a h i " ? 

—Bajirao Peshava. I. 

T h e M a r a t h a Sa rda r s i n the N o r t h and the v a r i o u s 

d i p l o m a t s a n d p o l i t i c a l w o r k e r s t h a t B a j i r a o I h a d s t a t i o n e d 

everywhere also fel t keen ly t h a t N a d i r s h a h h a d to be t a u g h t 

a lesson. F r o m va r ious different p laces t h e y i n f o r m e d 

B a j i r a o abou t the m o v e m e n t s o f N a d i r s h a h a n d the state-

o f affairs i n the n o r t h . O f those repor te r s one w r i t e r s : — 

^ s t ? r I 5r?T??cfT5flf 5 ^ 1 - ^ f t ^ I T | ^ ? r HTCT^T: q^t^ f?RfV T i t \> 

mf?im f ^ ^ i ^ r q t ^ i HT^^crm f ? ^ ^ rrm STTTT '^W^ ^flsr 

fTcfT^ 3fTs ^ T T ^ qjlsr f̂ ŵt q i s f f r ^r^rfsft ?rTT^ T^^^^ 

( T a h m a s p a K u l i k h a n ( N a d i r s h a h ) is no t af ter a l l a G o d who-

w i l l d evas t a t e the w h o l e w o r l d I H e w i l l s u r e l y come to terms, 

w i t h a m i g h t i e r a d v e r s a r y , hence come w i t h a m i g h t y fo rce . 

Pressure ( should be app l i ed ) f i rs t and peace t r e a t y a f t e r 

w a r d s I N o w i t i s o n l y the combined m i g h t o f a l l the 

E a j p u t k i n g s a n d p r inces a n d y o u r E x c e l l e n c y (Ba j i r ao I ) 

t h a t w i l l set t le the m a t t e r for ever . B u n d e l l a P r i n c e s a n d 

a l l o thers s h o u l d be b rough t together a n d the i n v i n c i b l e 

power (of the H i n d u s ) s h o u l d be man i f e s t ed on a g r a n d - s c a l e . 

N a d i r s h a h is n o t l i k e l y to go b a c k unless he i s fo rced to do 

so. H e w i l l (most su re ly ) a s sa i l the H i n d u S t a t e s . R a i 

(Sawa i J a y s i n g h ) is o f the o p i n i o n t h a t R a n a j i ( M a h a r a j a o f 

U d a i p u r ) s h o u l d be i n s t a l l e d u p o n t h e i m p e r i a l t h rone o f 
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D e l h i . S a w a i ( J a y s i n g h ) a n d o the r H i n d u k i n g s are e a g e r l y 

w a i t i n g fo r a m i g h t y c a m p a i g n u n d e r y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ' * 

l e a d e r s h i p . W i t h the s t rong b a c k i n g o f y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ' s 

forces S a w a i ( J ays ingh j i ) dec ides to send the J a t b a t t a l i o n s 

to D e l h i first a n d t h e n to f o l l o w t h e m h i m s e l f t h i t h e r !' 

1038. O t h e r M a r a t h a leaders f rom N o r t h I n d i a also-

sent s i m i l a r s p i r i t e d le t ters f u l l o f confidence a n d u r g i n g b o l d 

a c t i o n ! O n the bas is o f those l e t t e r s B a j i r a o addressed i n 

these s t i r r i n g w o r d s those d i g n i t a r i e s a t C h h a t r a p a t i Shahu ' s 

c ou r t w h o h a d a l w a y s t r i e d to d i sparage e v e r y one o f h i s 

hero ic a n d aggress ive moves a n d b r i n g a l l sorts o f i m p e d i 

men t s i n h i s p rogress ive measures, " 0 ! y o u b r a v e w a r r i o r s , 

w h y a l l these doub t s a n d apprehens ions ? M a r c h on u n i t e d 

a n d the g l o r i o u s d a w n o f the f o u n d i n g o f H i n d u - P a t p a d a s h a h i 

is a c e r t a i n t y b e y o n d a l l measure . I , for m y pa r t , a m deter 

m i n e d t o cross the N a r m a d a ( r iver) a n d d e p l o y m y t r o o p s 

eve rywhere r i g h t u p t o t h e C h a m b a l ( r iver) I s h a l l see t h a n 

h o w N a d i r s h a h dares descend southwards** ! 

1039. A s soon as he r e c e i v e d the news t h a t the 

M a r a t h a s were a l r e a d y o n a n aggress ive m a r c h to the n o r t h 

aga ins t h i m N a d i r s h a h lo s t a l l h i s en thus i a sm to p u s h 

f o r w a r d w i t h h i s conquests to s o u t h I n d i a as d i d the fo rmer 

I r a n i , T u r a n i , T u r k i s h a n d o ther M u s l i m aggressors before 

h i m ; a n d w i t h a v i e w to p a c k off before the M a r a t h a s 

reached D e l h i , he v o l u n t a r i l y r e l i n q u i s h e d the i m p e r i a l 

a u t h o r i t y , r e i n s t a l l e d the fo rmer E m p e r o r o f D e l h i o n h i s 

throne** a n d a d m o n i s h e d a l l the cou r t i e r a n d f e u d a t o r y 

pr inces and vassa ls to obey the M o g h a l emperor . The re 

after N a d i r s h a h h u r r i e d l y wen t b a c k t o P e r s i a w i t h the 

enormous p l u n d e r o f abou t five to s i x h u n d r e d m i l l i o n rupees 

w o r t h o f t reasure a n d the peacock- th rone a n d o the r pieces 

o f ar t* ' . A n d t ha t , too , he d i d because o f the fear fu l 

apprehens ion o f a c o u n t e r - a t t a c k b y the M a r a t h a s * * ! 

1040. A l o n g w i t h the le t t e r s t h a t he sent to o t h e r 

pr inces a n d K i n g s a n d vassals o f I n d i a , N a d i r s h a h sent one 

t o B a j i r a o P e s h w a , c o m m a n d i n g h i m p e r e m p t o r i l y to be 

a l w a y s f a i t h f u l t o the M o g h a l E m p e r o r a n d w i t h a s t e rn 
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w a r n i n g o f the consequent p u n i s h m e n t i n case he f a i l e d to d o 

so**. F o o l i s h l y enough d i d N a d i r s h a h w r i t e th i s le t te r , b u t 

w i s e l y he r e t r ea ted I I t goes w i t h o u t s a y i n g t h a t t h i s pre

pos terous l e t t e r o f N a d i r s h a h ' s w a s s h o w n i t s w a y to the 

was te -paper baske t , a n d i n A . D . 1739, C h h a t r a p a t i S h a h u 

u n e q u i v o c a l l y dec l a r ed i n h i s cour t t h a t N a d i r s h a h t o o k a 

f r i g h t o f the M a r a t h a r e t a l i a t i o n a n d fled a w a y o u t o f 

Indias*. 

A H M A D S H A H A B D A L I B E C O M E S T H E 

E M P E R O R O F K A B U L 

1041. I n N a d i r s h a h ' s a r m y a n d u n d e r h i s c o m m a n d h a d 

been r i s i n g on the s t r eng th o f h is o w n mer i t , a c e r t a i n A f g h a n 

S a r d a r ( E m i r ) c a l l e d A b d a l i , w h o u l t i m a t e l y became the 

fo rmer ' s r i g h t h a n d man*^. A b d a l i h a d a c c o m p a n i e d 

N a d i r s h a h i n h i s above m e n t i o n e d r a i d aga ins t I n d i a ' * . 

A f t e r h i s r e t u r n t o P e r s i a , N a d i r s h a h was soon k i l l e d i n 

1747*' . I n the confus ion t h a t was caused subsequent t o 

N a d i r s h a h ' s d e a t h , A h m a d s h a h A b d a l i u s u r p e d a l l power 

a n d s ince he was a n A f g h a n , A h m a d s h a h p r o c l a i n e d h i m s e l f 

a n A f g h a n E m p e r o r m a k i n g K a b u l h i s c a p i t a l (1747 A . D . ) ' * . 

T H E R O H I L L A S A N D T H E P A T H A N S 

1042. N o w there h a d been an incessant i n t e r n a l r i v a l r y 

a b o u t the a c q u i s i t i o n o f the i m p e r i a l th rone of D e l h i a n d 

consequent m u t u a l h a t r e d between the M o g h a l s a n d the 

A f g h a n s (Pathans) '* , w h o chief ly l ed the M u s l i m a d m i n i s t r a 

t i o n t h r o u g h o u t the la rge t r a c t o f I n d i a f rom the P u n j a b 

D e l h i , F a r u k h a b a d to R o h i l k h a n d ' * — s o m e t i m e s qu i t e o p e n l y , 

a t o ther t imes c o v e r t l y I T h e fo rmer Su l t ana t e s o f D e l h i were 

A f g h a n s . I t was after e x t i r p a t i n g the l a s t o f the A f g h a n 

dynas t i e s t h a t the v i c t o r i o u s M o g h a l conqueror , B a b a r , h a d 

a t t a i n e d the i m p e r i a l power ove r D e l h i (as has a l r e a d y 

been shown i n th i s b o o k ea r l i e r ) . Never the le s s , s eve ra l 

A f g h a n S a r d a r s d o m i n a t e d even t h i s M o g h a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

A m o n g s t these A f g h a n s the R o h i l l a s a n d the P a t h a n s h a d 

t h e i r o w n states o f v a r y i n g s i z e s ' ' . L a t e r on w h e n t h e 
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c o n q u e r i n g M a r a t h a a rmies soon began to e s t ab l i sh , one after 

ano ther , H i n d u states a l l over the N o r t h e r n h a l f o f I n d i a 

a n d reached D e l h i a n d w h e n i n the p o l i t i c a l affairs o f D e l h i 

p r a c t i c a l l y n o t a b l a d e o f grass c o u l d m o v e w i t h o u t the 

M a r a t h a s u p p o r t , a l l those M u s l i m f ac t i ons became abso lu te 

l y one a t leas t i n the e a r l y years o f the M a r a t h a p r e p o n d e r -

•ence i n o r d e r to subver t i t ' * . Y e t l a t e r s t i l l the d i s sen t i en t 

a n d scheming amongs t these M u s l i m leaders secre t ly sought 

for the M a r a t h a he lp for the d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e i r co - r e l i g ion i s t 

opponents '* . 

T H E F I R S T I N V A S I O N O F I N D I A B Y A B D A L I 

1043 . A b d a l i was c lose ly w a t c h i n g these deve lopmen t s 

i n D e l h i . H e k n e w f u l l w e l l t h a t the P a t h a n s over the re 

Tvere h i g h l y p e r t u r b e d les t the ha t ed M a r a t h a s m i g h t 

leave a ves t ige o f t h e i r o w n ex is tence , unless i n the m e a n 

w h i l e , the P a t h a n s o v e r t h r e w the M o g h a l i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y 

ove r D e l h i , a n d , on i t s ashes, r a i s e d t h e i r o w n . T h e y c o u l d 

find o n l y one w a y ou t o f th i s p r e d i c a m e n t : to i n v i t e the 

new A f g h a n emperor , A h m a d s h a h A b d a l i , who h a d a l l 

a l o n g s u p p o r t e d t he i r p o l i t i c a l moves . So the P a t h a n - R o h i l l a 

l eaders sent le t te rs to A b d a l i i m p o r t u n i n g his a r m e d he lp 

i f a t a l l I s l a m i n I n d i a was to be saved*". A b d a l i , t o o , 

h a d cher i shed the a m b i t i o n t o s t r ang le the m o r i b u n d M o g h a l 

i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y i n D e l h i a n d to r ev ive i n i t s place the 

P a t h a n i r u l e as o f yore*^. B u t ea r l i e r he h a d v i s i t e d I n d i a 

a l o n g w i t h the w a r r i o r s o f N a d i r s h a h ' s i n v a s i o n a n d was 

f u l l y conscious o f the g r o w i n g M a r a t h a influence i n the 

i m p e r i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a t D e l h i . So he was far too cau t ious 

i n m a k i n g h i s moves . A f t e r h a v i n g s e c r e t l y s u p p l i e d a l l 

sor t s o f a r m e d he lp to the P a t h a n s a n d R o h i l l a s i n the D o a b , 

A b d a l i h i m s e l f came aggress ive ly i n the m o n t h o f J a n u a r y 

1748 up to Lahore** a n d cap tu red i t . T h i s was the first o f h i s 

i n v a s i o n s o f I n d i a . 

1044. B u t the M o g h a l i m p e r i a l a r m y defeated A b d a l i ' s 

•advance guards jus t near L a h o r e a n d b l o c k e d h i s w a y to 

- D e l h i * ' . J u s t a t t h i s t i m e he got r epor t s t h a t h is enemy. 
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the E m p e r o r o f P e r s i a , was p r e p a r i n g to i n v a d e K a b u l * * , 

a n d tha t , a t the i n v i t a t i o n o f the M o g h a l E m p e r o r t o h e l p 

a r res t h i s o n w a r d m a r c h the M a r a t h a s h a d set o u t w i t h a. 

l a rge a r m y t o w a r d s Delh i** . So c o n s i d e r i n g i t to be 

i n o p p o r t u n e to press o n w a r d s t o D e l h i t h a t sh rewd genera l 

A b d a l i r e t r ea ted i m m e d i a t e l y to K a b u l * * . B u t before his . 

depa r tu re he h a d i t p r o c l a i m e d t h r o u g h o u t I n d i a t h a t t h e 

who le o f the P u n j a b was subjec t t o the sovere ign Afghan ; 

ru le u n d e r h i m . 

T H E F I R S T T R E A T Y O F S U R R E N D E R 

B Y T H E M O R I B U N D M O G H A L E M P I R E 

W I T H T H E M A R A T H A S 

1045-46. I n the m e a n w h i l e the M o g h a l E m p e r o r a t 

D e l h i h a d de l ega t ed m o s t s o l i c i t o u s l y a l l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

a u t h o r i t y ove r the whole o f I n d i a r i g h t f r om B e n g a l , B i h a r , . 

O r i s s a to S i n d h ( i n c l u d i n g the S u b h a o f M u l t a n ) , the whole 

o f the P u n j a b , R o h i l k h a n d , D o a b a n d a l l the S o u t h - I n d i a m 

d i v i s i o n s o f the M o g h a l e m p i r e to the M a r a t h a s b y a spec i a l 

t r ea ty* ' . 

1047. B y t h i s t r e a t y , b y t h i s w r i t t e n consent a t least 

o f the M o g h a l E m p e r o r the M a r a t h a s h a d become since 

t h a t da te the de fac to sovere igns o f the who le o f I n d i a , a n d 

the M o g h a l E m p e r o r h i m s e l f h a d been r e d u c e d to a n o n 

e n t i t y . 

1048. T h e t r emendous r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h a t devolved-

u p o n the M a r a t h a s because o f th i s change i n the i m p e r i a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a u t h o r i t y was , o f course , the onerous one o f 

defending the M o g h a l empi re aga ins t a l l i n t e r n a l as w e l l as 

e x t e r n a l dangers—aga ins t i n t e r n a l r ebe l l ions a n d revo l t s as-

w e l l as a g a i n s t fore ign i n v a s i o n s . G i g a n t i c as th i s r espons i 

b i l i t y was i t was o n l y the M a r a t h a s inews t h a t c o u l d bear i t 

e f f ic ient ly—the sinews t h a t h a d a lmos t r ea l i s ed the d r e a m o f 

the f o u n d a t i o n o f H i n d u - P a t p a d a s h a h i ! T h a t is w h y t h e y 

accep ted tha t c o n d i t i o n o f the t r e a t y qu i t e r e a d i l y as i f i t 

was a b o o n . 
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A B D A L I ' S S E C O N D I N V A S I O N O F I N D I A 

1049. A b d a l i b a d been sec re t ly g i v e n repor ts o f t h i s 

f o r t h c o m i n g i m p e r i a l t r ea ty w i t h the M a r a t h a s s ix months-

or more before the a c t u a l event . T h a t is w h y i n 1749 he 

i n v a d e d I n d i a for the second t i m e s i m p l y to oppose the 

M a r a t h a s * ' . So the i m p e r i a l governor o f the P u n j a b , M i r 

M a n n u , h i m s e l f ceded he lp less ly T h a t t h a , S i n d h (Mul tan , ) t h e 

P u n j a b a n d o ther ad jo in ing t e r r i t o r i e s to A b d a l i a n d accep

ted the o v e r l o r d s h i p o f the l a t t e r over t h a t region**. Sa t i s 

fied w i t h the though t t h a t the M a r a t h a a u t h o r i t y over t h a t 

r e g i o n , re lega ted to t h e m b y the i m p e r i a l t r e a t y , was w i p e d 

o u t b y the abject su r render o f M i r M a n n u , the i m p e r i a l 

officer i n charge o f t h a t p a r t , a n d t h a t the t ime for f u r t h e r 

a d v a n c e was n o t ye t , A b d a l i once a g a i n wen t b a n k to 

KabuIBO. 

1050. B u t the M a r a t h a s \tere h i g h l y i n f u r i a t e d at t h i s 

d u p l i c i t y o f the i m p e r i a l officer a n d the r e p o r t e d mu te con

sent o f the E m p e r o r h i m s e l f to th i s t reacherous ac t . T h e 

M a r a t h a s v o w e d to avenge A b d a l i ' s u s u r p a t i o n o f the r e g i o n 

b e t w e e n S i n d h , T h a t t h a to Pun jab , i n defiance o f the M o g h a l -

M a r a t h a t r e a t y j u s t as f u r i o u s l y as w o u l d a cobra whose t a i l 

has been t r o d d e n d o w n w i l f u l l y . B u t they were at t h i s t i m e 

p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h the S o u t h - I n d i a n Musl ims*^, the wes terners 

l i k e the Portuguese** a n d also w i t h the domes t i c p o l i t i c a l 

t r o u b l e s a t Sa t a ra* ' . A s such N a n a s a h i b P e s h w a ordered ' 

M a l h a r r a o H o l k a r a n d J a y a j i r a o S h i n d e , a n d the t w o M a r a t h a 

leaders crossed the J a m u n a a n d f e l l u p o n the fifty-to s i x t y -

t h o u s a n d - s t r o n g a r m y o f the R o h i l l a s encamped a t K a d a r -

gunj on the 20 th M a r c h , 1751. The P a t h a n s fought tenaciously , , 

b u t i n the e n d the M a r a t h a s c o m p l e t e l y rou ted a n d d e s t r o y e d 

the j o i n t a r m y of the ' o r i g i n a l a n d l e g i t i m a t e ' P a t h a n s a n d 

Roh i l l a s** . Q u i c k l y f o l l o w i n g th i s s igna l success the M a r a 

thas fought the P a t h a n A h m a d k h a n B a n g a s h , w h o h a d come 

o n a h o t scent to F a r u k h a b a d w i t h h is army**. A h m a d k h a n 

t o o k she l te r i n F a r u k h a b a d a n d was t i m e l y j o i n e d b y t h e 

second m i g h t y a r m y o f the Rohi l las** . B u t aga in t h e 

M a r a t h a s besieged the conjo in t a r m y o f these ' t rue b o r n " 

file:///tere
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E o h i l l a - P a t h a n s i n the m o n t h o f A p r i l , 1751 a n d f e t c h i n g 

t h e m i n open fields i n f l i c t ed a c r u s h i n g defeat o n t h a t huge 

a r m y o n the 2 8 t h o f A p r i l , 1 7 5 1 " . A b o u t t w e n t y to t w e n t y -

five t h o u s a n d P a t h a n s a n d R o h i l l a s were cut oflF i n the b a t t l e . 

E v e r y t h i n g b e l o n g i n g to t h e m i n c l u d i n g t h e i r c a m p was 

p l u n d e r e d . T h o u s a n d s o f horses , e l ephan t s , camels a n d the 

b a t t e r y o f guns were a l l c a p t u r e d . J a y a p p a S h i n d e w r i t e s 

i n h i s l e t t e r , " T h e devotees o f H a r i a p p r o p r i a t e d t h a t b o o t y 

t o themselves**." 

1051. W h e n the P e s h w a r ece ived the news o f these 

b a t t l e s Sh reeman t N a n a s a h i b h i m s e l f fe l t e la ted a t the excep

t i o n a l v a l o u r of the M a r a t h a s . I n h i s c o n g r a t u l a t o r y r e p l y 

t o the S a r d a r s a n d so ld ie r s he h i m s e l f wro te :-

1052. m^m ^wm'i f | H f?f T^^ts 

trqjfiTES ^ ^^ Hlf% WTIIcf 

5^mr q"T%?ft ^ftft)^ 511^ q^TT r̂r ^THrrr 

( B r a v o , w e l l done ! A l l P r a i s e t o y o u r i n t r e p i d i t y a n d 

v a l o u r ! t h a t the S o u t h e r n armies s h o u l d cross the Ganges 

a n d J a m u n a a n d w i n a g l o r i o u s v i c t o r y ove r the P a t h a n s i n 

t h e open b a t t l e field is ne i the r a s m a l l no r a c o m m o n p lace 

t h i n g ! Y o u are s i n g l e - m i n d e d l o y a l m e n o f a c t i o n , the 

p i l l a r s o f the (Mara tha) E m p i r e ! Y o u r fame has spread far 

b e y o n d I r a n a n d T u r a n . W h i l e the 'Queen ' (on the chess

boa rd ) h a d r u n as t r ay , (you) have i n s t a l l e d her a t the 

van t age p o s i t i o n once aga in ! 

T H E M A R A T H A S H U M B L E D T I M E A N D A G A I N 

T H E H A U T E U R A N D P R I D E O F T H E 

T R U E - B O R N ' A N D T H E G R E A E S T 

M U S L I M S T O O ! 

1053. A c o m m o n m i s l e a d i n g s ta tement is v e r y often to 

be seen i n the h i s to r i e s w r i t t e n n o t o n l y b y the M u s l i m , 

E n g l i s h , Por tuguese a n d such o ther w r i t e r s , w h o are n a t u -
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r a l l y i n i m i c a l (host i le) t owards the M a r a t h a s , a n d have a l w a y s 

t r i e d to d i sparage t h e m a n d to de t rac t f rom t h e i r g lo r i ous 

deeds, bu t a lso b y some o f the H i n d u w r i t e r s who evince a 

s l a v i s h m e n t a l i t y a n d o n l y ' l o o k ' a n d ' w r i t e ' (wi thou t u s i n g 

a n y independen t j u d g m e n t o f t he i r own)—a s ta tement w h i c h 

p u r p o r t s to say : 

'One i m p o r t a n t cause w h y l a t e r o n the M u s l i m s were 

of ten defeated i n I n d i a a n d w h y the M a r a t h a s c o u l d set i n 

the process o f d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f the M u s l i m e m p i r e u n d e r 

t h e i r c r u s h i n g b l o w s , was t h a t the M u s l i m s o f the l a t e r days 

h a d lo s t m u c h o f the ' o r i g i n a l ' a n d ' r e a l ' b l ood a n d s p i r i t o f 

the e a r l y A r a b , M o n g o l , T u r k i s h , I r a n i , D u r a n i , A f g h a n , 

M o g h a l i n v a d e r s . Because o f the r a c y c l ima t e b e y o n d the 

H i m a l a y a s , b i g , r u s h i n g r i v e r s , h i l l y a n d snowy t e r r i t o r y a n d 

t h e i r h a r d y a n d ro b u s t c o n s t i t u t i o n w h i c h was the resu l t o f 

t h e i r s p e n d i n g w h o l e l i v e s i n cons tan t warfare , a n d s u c h 

o t h e r reasons, the c o m p a r a t i v e l y more c i v i l i z e d a n d ' hence ' 

m i l d e r a n d ' feebler ' H i n d u s cou ld n o t w i t h s t a n d the i r ea r l i e r 

invasions**. B u t as those w i l d a n d v a l o r o u s M u s l i m s f r o m 

b e y o n d the H i m a l a y a s began to set t le d o w n here for c e n t u 

r ies toge ther , gene ra t ion after genera t ion , a n d as m a n y o f 

t h e i r dynas t i e s r u l e d here, t hey , t oo , were v i c t i m s o f l az iness , 

m i l d n e s s , a n d p r o c l i v i t y t o w a r d s l u x u r i o u s l i v i n g . T h e y 

c o u l d n o t r e t a i n t h e i r fo rmer s tu rd iness , endu rance a n d 

savage s t r e n g t h w h i c h could s t a n d t h e m i n g o o d s tead o n 

the b a t t l e f i e l d . T h e ' u n h e a l t h y ' c l i m a t e o f I n d i a d i d n o t 

f a i l to t e l l u p o n t h e i r o r i g i n a l l y s t r o n g w i l d bod ie s ! O n the 

w h o l e the descendants o f those v e r y M u s l i m s c a m e to be 

' w e a k e r ' a n d ' no t t r u e o f t h e i r me t t l e ' . T h a t is w h y the 

H i n d u s , e spec ia l ly the M a r a t h a s c o u l d v a n q u i s h o n l y those 

M u s l i m s ! 

1054. H o w v e r y imper fec t a n d u n r e a l i s t i c i s t h i s s ta te

men t ! O n l y one ins tance o f the M a r a t h a offensive aga in s t 

the R o h i l l a s a n d P a t h a n s i n the D o a b a n d the fac t t h a t the 

M a r a t h a s k i l l e d as m a n y as t w e n t y t h o u s a n d o f the enemy i n 

the a c t i o n is qu i t e sufficient to p r o v e the f a l s i t y a n d p l a t i 

t u d e o f the above es t ima te o f the M u s l i m f a i l u r e ! T h e 



430 SIX GLORIOUS EPOCHS OF INDIAN HISTORY 

P a t h a n - R o h i l l a s r u l i n g f r o m the D o a b to R o h i l k h a n d a t t h a t 

t i m e c o n s i d e r e d themselves to be ' h i g h - b o r n ' A f g h a n s o f the 

finest mettle*". E v e n the M o g h a l i m p e r i a l p o w e r a n d the 

T u r k i s h N a w a b s a n d ch ie f t a ins d r e a d e d t h e m most*^. , These 

A f g h a n s h a d even a t t h a t t i m e close a n d u n i n t e r r u p t e d 

b l o o d - r e l a t i o n s a n d f a m i l y t ies w i t h the ' o r i g i n a l ' s t a l k o f 

t h e A f g h a n s b e y o n d the H i m a l a y a s . E v e r y y e a r hund reds 

•of those ' t r u e - b r e d ' a n d ' r e a l ' A f g h a n s came t o reside i n t h i s 

P a t h a n i s t a n i n the D o a b w h i l e the Afghans here wen t ove r to 

"their o r i g i n a l homes . I t c l e a r l y means , therefore , t h a t the 

t h o u s a n d s o f the P a t h a n - R o h i l l a s i n the l o n g t r ac t be tween 

t h e D o a b a n d the R o h i l k h a n d were, t i l l t ha t t ime a t least , 

^ r e a l ' a n d ' o r i g i n a l ' , ' t r u e - b o r n ' a n d ' t ho rough -b red ' P a t h a n s 

a n d A f g h a n s ! A n d the M a r a t h a s ? T h e y be longed , af ter a l l 

o r i g i n a l l y a n d t r a d i t i o n a l l y , t o t ha t c o u n t r y — I n d i a — w h i c h 

i te r enemies c a l l e d s t e r i l e — b o r n a n d b rough t u p there for 

gene ra t ions toge the r ! E v e n t h e n d i d t h e y n o t of ten p r o v e 

these so c a l l e d ' t r u e - b o r n ' a n d ' t h o r o u g h - b r e d ' P a t h a n s a n d 

A f g h a n s to be of baser m e t t l e i n the final test o n the field 

o f b a t t l e ? E v e n w h e n N a d i r s h a h f e l l u p o n D e l h i w i t h a n 

a r m y o f the t housands o f h i s ' t r u e - b o r n ' a n d ' t h o r o u g h - b r e d ' 

P a t h a n s c rowned h i m s e l f ' E m p e r o r o f D e l h i ' a n d t h r e a t e n d 

t o m a r c h t o the S o u t h l i k e M a h m u d o f G h a z n i , is i t no t 

because he r e a l i z e d i n h i s hear t o f hear ts t ha t the t imes h a d 

t h e n changed—tha t i t was n o t the I n d i a o f G h a z n i ' s t imes— 

t h a t n o w i t was the M a r a t h a s w h o m he h a d to face—that he 

r e t r ea t ed so h a s t i l y a n d w e n t c l ean ou t o f I n d i a 1—Simply 

because of the d r e a d o f the M a r a t h a s ? I n h is w a k e f o l l o w e d 

A b d a l i i n v a d i n g I n d i a t h r i c e or four t i m e s , e v e r y t i m e w i t h 

a n a r m y o f no t less t h a n fifty t h o u s a n d s t r ong , made up o f 

the p i c k o f T u r k i s h , I r a n i a n , D u r a n i , P a t h a n s o l d i e r y . B u t 

how eve ry t i m e h a d he to go b a c k c res t - fa l l en because of the 

a r m e d counter-offensive o f the M a r a t h a s , how even i n the 

t u r n i n g o f the scales o f fo r tune a n d even af ter the t e r r ib l e 

losses for the M a r a t h a s at P a n i p a t , h a d he to s ign a 

treaty**, t h a t the d i r e c t i o n o f the M o g h a l i m p e r i a l aff"airs a t 

D e l h i be lef t i n t o the hands o f the M a r a t h a s , h o w he agreed 
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n o t to in ter fere w i t h i t i n the least, and how, r e l i n q u i s h i n g 

h i s h i g h a m b i t i o n to be the absolute a n d u n l i m i t e d E m p e r o r 

o f D e l h i he h a d to s u b m i t t o the M a r a t h a s a n d go b a c k never 

t o r e t u r n , c a n best be read b y eve ry H i n d u f r o m our b o o k , 

H i n d u P a t p a d s h a h i . I t is go ing t o be referred to aga in i n 

the f o l l o w i n g pages. 

1055. P h y s i c a l b u i l d , he igh t a n d b r e a d t h a n d w e i g h t 

d o coun t as i m p o r t a n t a n d dec i s ive fac tors i n m a t t e r s o f 

pe r sona l combats . E v e n t hen i t c anno t be made a r u l e 

w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n ! T h e g rave of the mons t rous A f z a l k h a n 

a t the foot o f P r a t a p g a d is ev idence enough ! B u t i n the 

s t rugg les o f na t ions the chances o f success or f a i lu re can 

never be assessed o n the s t r eng th o f p h y s i c a l b u i l d , e n d u r i n g 

c a p a c i t y a n d the s tubbornnes s o f c o n s t i t u t i o n . D i d n ' t the 

d w a r f i s h J apanese l a i d the g i g a n t i c R u s s i a n s l o w o n the ba t t l e 

field i n the first Russo - Japanese war—the t o w e r i n g a n d s t u r d y 

R u s s i a n s i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h w h o m the ' t r u e - b o r n ' a n d 

' t h o r o u g h - b r e d ' P a t h a n s seem absolu te m i d g e t s ? O u r 

H i n d u G o r k h a s are v e r i t a b l e M a r a t h a s i n respect o f s t a tu re . 

B u t h a v e n ' t these v e r y G o r k h a s v a n q u i s h e d the I t a l i a n , 

the A u s t r i a n , a n d the c o l o s s a l H i t l e r i a n G e r m a n armies o n 

v a r i o u s occas ions a n d o n v a r i o u s ba t t l e f i e lds i n the l a s t 

W o r l d W a r * ' ? T h e whole w o r l d s t i l l r e sounds w i t h the fame 

o f the G o r k h a s — ' A H i n d u G o r k h a means a g a l l a n t fighter* 

is a common-p lace adage n o w a d a y s . W h o once r u l e d as the 

i n v i n c i b l e E m p e r o r o f a l l the E u r o p e a n na t ions l i k e G e r m a n y , 

R u s s i a a n d o thers , r e n o w n e d fo r t h e i r t a l l a n d s t u r d y 

so ld i e r s , i f n o t t h e ' s h o r t ' N a p o l e o n a n d h i s s m a l l F r e n c h 

a r m y . 

A B D A L I ' S T H I R D I N V A S I O N O F I N D I A 

1056. T h e M o g h a l E m p e r o r h a d made G a z i - u d - d i n h i s 

c h i e f m i n i s t e r (Vizier)** who wen t a l l the w a y l o n g to S a r h i n d 

i n the P u n j a b i n F e b r u a r y 1756 to a p p o i n t A d i n a b e g as the 

ch i e f i m p e r i a l officer there**. G a z i - u d - d i n a c t e d i n t h i s case 

d e p e n d i n g s o l e l y o n the M a r a t h a suppor t , a n d t h i s ac t o f 

h i s c l e a r l y m e a n t t h a t the w h o l e o f the p r o v i n c e o f the 
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P u n j a b w h i c h was r educed b y A b d a l i was once a g a i n se i zed 

b y the M o g h a l E m p e r o r . E v e n i n D e l h i , the A f g h a n 

inf luence was ineffec tual a n d G a z i - u d - d i n , s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d 

b y the M a r a t h a s , spoke for the M o g h a l Emperor**. U n d e r 

these c i rcumstances M a l i k a Z a m a n i , the o l d a n d c ra f ty c h i e f 

s tewardess i n the M o g h a l i m p e r i a l h o u s e h o l d w h o was f r i g h 

t e n e d o u t o f her w i t s (at t h i s a l l - e n v e l o p i n g M a r a t h a h o l d 

o n the M o g h a l E m p i r e ) a n d N i z i b k h a n R o h i l l a , who w a s 

t hen a p r o m i n e n t leader o f a l l the R o h i l l a s a n d P a t h a n s i n 

I n d i a a n d who was the b i t t e res t enemy o f the M a r a t h a s , 

sec re t ly w r o t e le t ters to A h m a d s h a h A b d a l i to the effect 

t h a t i f a t a l l M u s l i m power i n I n d i a was t o be s aved i t w a s 

A b d a l i a lone w h o c o u l d save i t , a n d t h a t as such he s h o u l d 

f o r t h w i t h m a r c h on I n d i a w i t h a w e l l - e q u i p p e d a rmy* ' . 

T h e y h a d a lso m e n t i o n e d the fact t h a t the M a r a t h a a r m i e s 

were occup ied i n the S o u t h , a n d t h a t D e l h i was p r a c t i c a l l y 

defenceless. B u t the M o g h a l E m p e r o r , t h e y wro te , h a d 

a l r eady sent w o r d to the M a r a t h a s to come t o D e l h i , i n a l l 

has te . So i f A b d a l i was l a t e , t h e y a r g u e d , the M a r a t h a s 

were v e r y l i k e l y to es tab l i sh t h e i r a u t h o r i t y r i g h t u p to the 

P u n j a b , T h a t t h a a n d M u l t a n (S indh) as per t h e i r t r e a t y w i t h 

the M o g h a l E m p e r o r , a n d t h a t t h e y were t o m a r c h w i t h 

m i g h t y a rmies on D e l h i a n d the P u n j a b . 

1057. A t t h i s news A b d a l i was enraged b e y o n d 

measure . I t was t o n u l l i f y the i m p e r i a l cha r t e r (Sanad) 

w h i c h e n t r u s t e d the g o v e r n m e n t o f the P u n j a b a n d the 

n e i g h b o u r i n g r eg ion to the M a r a t h a s t h a t he h a d r ecen t ly 

i n v a d e d I n d i a a n d annexed t h a t r eg ion t o h i s k i n g d o m . H e 

therefore t o o k i t h i g h l y amiss t h a t G a z i - u d - d i n s h o u l d re

inco rpo ra t e t h a t p a r t i n t o the M o g h a l emp i r e , w i t h o u t a n y 

sor t o f a p p e a l o r reference m a d e to h i m . N a t u r a l l y once 

a g a i n he came to P e s h a w a r i n N o v e m b e r 1756** w i t h a v i e w to 

i n v a d e I n d i a s end ing h i s son , T a i m u r s h a h , a n d h i s G e n e r a l 

J a h a n k h a n to t a k e L a h o r e * ' . T h e M o g h a l genera l A d i n a b e g 

fought w i t h T a i m u r s h a h , bu t was defeated, a n d there was 

n o b o d y to beat d o w n the o r g y o f s w o r d a n d fire w h i c h the 

A f g h a n force i n d u l g e d i n w h i l e t h e y r u s h e d h e a d l o n g f r o m 
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L a h o r e t o S u t l e j ' " . E m b o l d e n e d b y t h i s M o g h a l i n f i r m i t y 

S h a h A b d a l i a d v a n c e d s t r a i g h t to D e l h i w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g 

anywhere f o r res t , w i t h a n a r m y o f e i g h t y t h o u s a n d s t r o n g 

i n J a n u a r y 1757 A . D . " . D e l h i f e l l i n t o h i s hands p r a c t i c a l l y 

w i t h o u t any r e s i s t ance . I m m e d i a t e l y he t o o k ove r the impe* 

r i a l a u t h o r i t y a n d b e g a n to r u n the g o v e r n m e n t i n h i s o w n 

name '2 . 

1058. A n d he p r e c i p i t a t e l y p e r f o r m e d w h a t the 

P a t h a n s a n d M u s l i m s o f the t i m e t h o u g h t to be t he i r first 

a n d foremost d u t y , a c c o r d i n g to the r e l i g ious code o f 

eve ry M u s l i m E m p e r o r . I n o rde r t o m a k e i t su i t h is d i g n i t y j 

he even f u m e d a n d f r e t t e d a t the s l igh te s t p r e t ex t a n d 

o r d e r e d a h o r r i b l e g en e ra l massacre o f the c i t i zens o f 

D e l h i " so t h a t t h e y m i g h t s u b m i t m e e k l y to h i s r u l e 

ove r D e l h i . W i t h i n a few hours ' t r ue a n d h i g h b o r n ' a n d 

' t h o r o u g h b r e d ' A f g h a n s b e y o n d the H i m a l a y a s s l augh te red 

more t h a n e igh teen t h o u s a n d people , a n d a c c o r d i n g to t h e 

second u n i v e r s a l l y a c k n o w l e d g e d n o t i o n o f the t i m e , 

r e g a r d i n g the r ega l f u n c t i o n i n acco rdance w i t h the M u s l i m 

r e l i g ious code, he p r o c l a i m e d f o r t h w i t h t h a t as an h u m b l e 

a n d r o y a l adheren t o f I s l a m he w o u l d c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y 

a l l the K a f i r s a n d t h e i r t emples a n d a l l r e l i g ious i n s t i t u t i o n s 

t h r o u g h o u t I n d i a ' * ! 

1059. W i t h o u t a n y loss o f t i m e he b r o u g h t h i s h o r r i b l e 

announcemen t i n t o a c t i o n . U n d e r h i s o rde r s the H i n d u t e m 

ples , shr ines , i d o l s , a n d t h e i r houses began to be p u l l e d d o w n 

a n d set ab laze . E m p e r o r A b d a l i was p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f u r i a t e d 

aga ins t the seve ra l H i n d u h o l y p laces l i k e M a t h u r a a n d 

P r a y a g w h i c h t h e M a r a t h a s h a d rescued f r o m the M u s l i m 

hands . So he began to defile t h e m a l l , one af ter another '* . 

O n such occas ions M a t h u r a , w h i c h is v e r y close to D e l h i , 

was the first to f a l l a p r e y af ter D e l h i to a l l sor t s o f 

v a n d a l i s m o f the mons t rous aggressors; a n d s t o i c a l l y enough , 

d i d t h a t h o l y c i t y offer i t se l f , t i m e a n d a g a i n , as s a c r i f i c i a l 

o b l u t i o n , as a n y b r a v e l a d y i n the famous i m m o l a t i o n (Johar) 

o f C h i t o d or the v e r y c i t y o f C h i t o d i t se l f . B u t t h i s t i m e i t 

d i d n o t m e r e l y s u b m i t i t s e l f to t h e M u s l i m r e l i g i o u s persecu-
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t i o n , w i t h o u t fighting, as i t h a d been d o i n g t i l l t h i s t i m e . 

A l t h o u g h de t a i l ed d e s c r i p t i o n , i s n o t poss ib le here for w a n t 

o f space, i t m u s t be t o l d here t h a t n e a r l y five t h o u s a n d 

H i n d u J a t c i t i zens fought '* , to the l a s t d r o p o f b l o o d le f t 

i n t h e m , t h a t i n n u m e r a b l e a n d w e l l - o r g a n i z e d M u s l i m a r m y . 

JEvery b r ave H i n d u , w h o d i e d , d i d so o n l y af ter k i l l i n g as 

m a n y o f h i s M u s l i m foes as was poss ib le for h i m to k i l l . 

A f t e r b a t h i n g M a t h u r a i n b l o o d a n d b u r y i n g i t u n d e r 

heaps o f the r u b b l e of i t s d e m o l i s h e d t emples a n d shr ines 

a n d i d o l s , A b d a l i a t t a c k e d ano the r n e i g h b o u r i n g h o l y 

p l a c e o f H i n d u s , G o k u l V r i n d a v a n . T h i s a lso h a d been the 

ob jec t o f A b d a l i ' s f u r y for the s i m p l e r ea son t h a t the 

M a r a t h a s h a d r e c e n t l y sna t ched i t a w a y f rom the M u s l i m s . 

I n o rde r to h a l t t h i s m o n s t r o u s a t t a c k more t h a n t w o 

t h o u s a n d v a l i a n t 'gosavees ' (monks ) , f r o m the famous 

^ y m n a s i u n o f ' N a n g e Gosavee ' , s u d d e n l y f e l l u p o n the 

M u s l i m a r m y , w i t h a g r i m d e t e r m i n a t i o n to fight un to d e a t h " . 

T h i s a s sau l t o f t h e Gosavees was so s u d d e n , so w e l l o r g a n i z e d 

a n d so fe roc ious t h a t A b d a l i ' s forces ree led back a l l o f a 

s u d d e n a t the first k n o c k " . T h o u s a n d s o f M u s l i m so ld ie rs 

were k i l l e d o u t r i g h t , a n d the b r a v e gosavees , t o o ! A f t e r 

the fierce fighting t h a t c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h o u t the d a y the 

M u s l i m s left the t o w n a n d r e t r e a t e d " w h i l e the w o u n d e d 

a n d b l e e d i n g c i t y r e s o u n d e d j o y o u s l y a n d t h a n k f u l l y w i t h 

praises for those N a n g e B a i r a g e e s (naked ascet ics) w h o h a d 

defended i t s G o k u l n a t h " . I f a t a l l one wishes t o be a n a k e d 

a sce t i c ( N a n g a B a i r a g y ) he s h o u l d be one such I 

1060. A b d a l i t h e n m a r c h e d aga ins t A g r a a n d i n v e s t e d 

t h a t s t r o n g for t '^ . I n t h i s v e r y fo r t was fighting the d i r e s t 

enemy o f the P a t h a n p a r t y i n the imper ia l , cour t , a n d one 

w h o s ince re ly t r i e d t o save the M o g h a l i m p e r i a l power , 

n a m e l y G a z i - u d - d i n ' * , a n d he was eve ry m o m e n t e x p e c t i n g 

re inforcements f r o m h i s p ro t ec to r s , the M a r a t h a s I 

1061. B u t wha t were the H i n d u k i n g s a n d P r i n c e s o f 

J a i p u r , J o d h p u r a n d U d a y p u r a n d o the r n e i g h b o u r i n g s ta tes , 

the sardars a n d n o b l e m e n o f cour t s a n d the m i l l i o n s o f t he i r 

w a r r i o r s a n d subjects d o i n g a t t h i s c r i t i c a l t i m e for the 
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H i n d u r e l i g i o n ? W h i l e A b d a l i was i n d u l g i n g i n reck less 

a n d ru th le s s b loodshed o f thousands o f cows, o f H i n d u 

women a n d o f the thousands o f H i n d u w a r r i o r s , who sac r i -

1 ficed t he i r l ives i n the defence o f t h e i r r e l i g i o n , a n d w h i l e 

a l l the H i n d u p laces o f p i l g r i m a g e were b e i n g t u r n e d r e d 

w i t h the b l o o d o f these i n n u m e r a b l e H i n d u m a r t y r s , i t was 

t h e c o m m o n people i n n o r t h - I n d i a , a n d n o t t h e i r ru le r s , 

who a n x i o u s l y w a i t e d every m o m e n t for the a r r i v a l o f the 

M a r a t h a s a n d t h e r e l i e f a t t h e i r hands f r o m a l l these 

a t r o c i t i e s ! B u t the res t o f the H i n d u K i n g s and P r i n c e s 

a n d l a n d l o r d s ( Jag i rda rs ) , w h o h a d i n t h e i r p a y la rge 

fighting forces, w a s t e d t he i r t ime che r i sh ing m a l i c e t o w a r d s 

the M a r a t h a s * ' . A l l t he Erajput P r i n c e s were secre t ly l o n g i n g 

f o r t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f the M a r a t h a s a t A b d a l i ' s hands . 

M a n y o f the H i n d u ru l e r s t he re—sign i f i can t as w e l l as 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t — h a d been c a r r y i n g on secret n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h 

A b d a l i * * . B u t w h a t , i f A b d a l i h a d w i p e d ou t the M a r a t h a 

inf luence f r o m S i n d h - M u l t a n to the e n d o f R o h i l k h a n d a n d 

N e p a l i n the n o r t h , a c c o r d i n g to the wishes o f the H i n d u 

a n d M u s l i m ru le r s i n the n o r t h ! T h e a p p a l l i n g answer to 

t h i s ques t ion doesn ' t seem to have d i s t u r b e d t h e m a b i t . 

. E x c e p t fo r the M a r a t h a s who else was there of these H i n d u 

P r i n c e s a n d K i n g s w h o c o u l d have p r o v e d t o be the des t royer 

a n d conqueror o f the M u s l i m d o m i n a t i o n ? N o n e a t a l l ! 

W h a t , t hen , c o u l d these i n c o m p e t e n t H i n d u R a j p u t s a n d 

o the r s h a v e ga ined i f the M a r a t h a s h a d been des t royed b y 

A b d a l i a n d the l a t t e r h a d once more es tab l i shed M u s l i m 

i m p e r i a l power t h r o u g h o u t the N o r t h o f I n d i a ? A l l t h a t 

w o u l d have happened was perhaps t h a t a new wave o f 

b l o o d s h e d o f m i l l i o n s o f H i n d u s a n d atrocitie.-5 a t the orders 

o f ano ther i m p e r i a l power o f a new A U a u d d i n or a new 

A u r a n g z e b w o u l d have s w e p t the H i n d u w o r l d ' . 

1062. B u t pe rhaps i t was because o f the earne.^^t des i re 

a n d hear t fe l t l o n g i n g o f the a b o v e m e n t i o n e d m i l l i o n s o f the 

H i n d u c o m m o n a l t y , w h o themselves be ing d i s o r g a n i z e d 

were u t t e r l y power less to do a n y t h i n g i n the ma t t e r , except 

sec re t ly w i s h i n g for the speedy a r r i v a l o f the M a r a t h a s , w h o . 
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i n t h e i r o p i n i o n , were the o n l y ones t o smash the M u s l i m 

power c o m p l e t e l y o r pe rhaps because o f the o r i g i n a l 

s u s t a i n i n g p o w e r o f the H i n d u n a t i o n i n genera l t h a t 

n o t h i n g o f the k i n d happened . 

1063 . F o r , on r e c e i v i n g le t t e r s f rom the M a r a t h a 

sa rdars a n d G a z i - u d - d i n andjothers , P e s h w a N a n a s a h i b i m m e 

d i a t e l y sent M a l h a r r a o H o l k a r unde r the c h i e f c o m m a n d 

o f R a g h u n a t h r a o D a d a , w i t h a la rge a r m y ' * . U r g e n t l e t t e r s 

were a lso sen t to the M a r a t h a S a r d a r s l i k e G o v i n d p a n t 

B u n d e l e y , B a r v e a n d o the rs w h o were a l r e a d y i n the N o r t h 

t o render e v e r y sor t o f ass i s tance to R a g h u n a t h r a o " . B e f o r e 

R a g h u n a t h r a o left I n d o r e a n d m a r c h e d ahead news a r r i v e d 

t h a t h e a r i n g the r e p o r t s o f the M a r a t h a advance A b d a l i h a d 

lef t M a t h u r a V r i n d a b a n a n d o the r H i n d u places o f w o r s h i p 

a n d p i l g r i m a g e , a n d gone t o D e l h i a n d thence to K a b u l 

t a k i n g a w a y a l l the b o o t y he h a d a c q u i r e d " . B u t he h a d 

ves t ed , before h i s depa r tu r e to K a b u l , t he supreme c o m m a n d 

o f t h a t r e g i o n i n the hands o f h i s son , T a i m u r s h a h , s t a t i o n i n g 

t e n t h o u s a n d so ld ie r s u n d e r h i m a t S i r h i n d , a n d i n s t a l l i n g 

h i s officers a t v a r i o u s i m p o r t a n t p laces i n the P u n j a b " . 

1064. W h i l e o n t h i s s ide the M a r a t h a forces u n d e r 

different m i l i t a r y leaders i n the N o r t h w h i c h h a d ga the red 

together u n d e r the one c o m m a n d o f R a g h u n a t h r a o began t o 

p u n i s h severe ly a l l those w h o h a d begun a n t i - M a r a t h a a c t i 

v i t i e s r e l y i n g on A b d a l i for s u p p o r t . S a k h a r a m B h a g w a n t , 

G a n g a d h a r Y a s h w a n t a n d M a r a t h a S a r d a r s en te red the D o a b 

a n d once a g a i n beat d o w n the P a t h a n - R o h i l l a m a l f a c t o r s , 

re leased a n d b rough t i n t o t h e i r f o l d V a z i r [ G a z i - u d - d i n , w h o 

h a d been made a c a p t i v e b y the A b d a l i p a r t y " . V i t h a l 

S h i v a d e v h i m s e l f m a r c h e d on D e l h i , a n d after a b o u t a f o r t 

n i g h t ' s fierce fighting entered the c i t y t r i u m p h a n t l y c r u s h i n g 

d o w n the A b d a l i f a c t i o n c o m p l e t e l y . T h e greates t o f t h e 

t r i u m p h s was t h a t the d i res t enemy o f the M a r a t h a s a n d 

A b d a l i ' s r i g h t - h a n d m a n , N a j i b k h a n R o h i l l a , was caught 

a l i v e ' " . E v e n t u a l l y A b d a l i ' s s e t t l emen t o f the r eg ion u n d e r 

h i s s u z e r a i n t y t o p p l e d d o w n c o m p l e t e l y . T h e P a t h a n a r m y 

o f t e n t h o u s a n d s t r o n g , w h i c h A b d a l i h a d s t a t i o n e d a t S i r -
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W n d u n d e r the c o m m a n d o f A b d u l S a m a d i n o rde r t o 

m a i n t a i n h i s h o l d o n the r e g i o n , i t s e l f los t courage. Conse

q u e n t l y w h e n t h e M a r a t h a s themselves a d v a n c e d m e n a c i n g l y 

t o w a r d s S i r h i n d , there was a grea t c o m m o t i o n caused i n the 

M u s l i m r a n k s even before a regu la r b a t t l e was j o i n e d a n d 

t h e y were c o m p l e t e l y r o u t e d i n the i n i t i a l sk i rmishes a n d 

the i r c o m m a n d e r was caught a l i ve ' ^ . T h i s news made T a i m u r 

shah , the son o f A b d a l i a n d h i s gove rnor o f the P u n j a b , and 

h i s commander - in -ch ie f , J a h a n k h a n , leave off t he i r o r i g i n a l 

p l a n o f d e f e n d i n g L a h o r e , a n d i n the face o f t h i s forcefu l 

a n d p r e c i p i t a t e M a r a t h a counter-offensive b o t h o f t h e m 

s t r u c k a n h o n o u r a b l e r e t rea t t o K a b u l a l o n g w i t h a l l t he i r 

a r m y , h a r d l y d a r i n g t o face the M a r a t h a s o n the ba t t le f ie ld '* , 

A b d a l i h a d s t r i c t l y u r g e d u p o n t h e m t h a t t hey were unde r no 

<jircumstances to l e t the v a s t t reasures o f m i l l i o n s (crores) o f 

Tupees, t h a t was s t i l l i n t h e i r possess ion , t o f a l l i n the enemy 

h a n d s . A s such t h e y t r i e d t h e i r u t m o s t t o c a r r y i t safe ly , 

r e t r e a t i n g i n as o r d e r l y a m a n n e r as was poss ib le . B u t the 

JVIarathas n o t o n l y p u r s u e d t h e m even b e y o n d L a h o r e bu t 

t h e y p l a y e d such a h a v o c in t he M u s l i m r a n k s t h a t T a i m u r 

shah c rossed A t t o c k a n d fled to h is o w n p r o v i n c e " l e a v i n g 

b e h i n d a t v a r i o u s p laces a l l h i s e l ephan t s , horses, camels , 

a n d a l l the t reasure i n cash a n d j ewel le ry , g o l d a n d s i l v e r . 

H e h a d n o t h i n g t o c a r r y home o f the v a s t p l u n d e r f rom I n d i a 

except h i s o w n l i f e ! W h a t e v e r else belonged to h i m was 

e i the r s a c k e d o r d e s t r o y e d b y the M a r a t h a s . W h a t e v e r 

l i t t l e o f h i s A f g h a n a r m y escaped o n l y w i t h t h e i r lives t o 

K a b u l l i k e t he i r gove rnor were the o n l y ones t h a t r e m a i n e d 

a l i v e ! A l l o f t h e v e t e r a n P a t h a n a r m y o f fifteen to t w e n t y 

t h o u s a n d s t r o n g w h i c h was k e p t b e h i n d i n D e l h i a n d the 

P u n j a b b y A b d a l i t o a n n i h i l a t e the H i n d u s a n d the H i n d u 

r e l i g i o n t h r o u g h o u t I n d i a was a t t a c k e d g roup b y g roup a n d 

m a s s a c r e d b y the M a r a t h a s i n the ba t t l e s a n d sk i rmishes 

fough t w i t h them'* (17th M a r c h 1758). 

1065. T h u s b y i n f l i c t i n g c rush ing a n d h u m i l i a t i n g 

defeats on E m p e r o r A h m a d s h a h A b d a l i a n d b y reconquer ing 

f r o m the A f g h a n e m p i r e the w h o l e vas t r e g i o n f rom S i n d h 
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to M u l t a n a n d M u l t a n to S i r h i n d , the M a r a t h a s once a g a i n 

g a i n e d the de fac to c o n t r o l ove r the governance a n d a d m i n i 

s t r a t i o n o f t h i s ex tens ive p r o v i n c e w h i c h t hey h a d e a r l i e r 

g a i n e d b y a p a p e r t r e a t y w i t h the M o g h a l e m p e r o r ! B u t the 

t h e n M o g h a l E m p e r o r a n d his V a z i r , G a z i - u d - d i n , themselves 

k n e w v e r y w e l l t h a t i n the i r o w n in te res t , t oo , i t was essential-

t h a t the M a r a t h a s s h o u l d do t h i s . H e n c e the E m p e r o r h i m s e l f 

gave o rders t h a t R a g h u n a t h r a o ' s f o r m a l t r i u m p h a n t e n t r y 

i n t o L a h o r e fo r the se t t l ement o f the affairs there was to be-

ce lebra ted p u b l i c l y w i t h a l l p o m p a n d fes t iv i t i e s '* . A l l t h e 

H i n d u ch ie f ta ins o f K a s h m i r , D o g r a nobles, ' M i s s a l s ' o f the 

S i k h s a n d the so -ca l l ed M u s l i m E m i r s , U m r a o s , ' N i z a m s ^ a n d 

N a w a b s ' , who h a d been so far engaged i n r i o t o u s ac t i ons a n d 

r a v a g i n g the c o u n t r y to t h e i r o w n sweet w i l l , were so m u c h 

ove rawed a n d s t r u c k d u m b b y t h i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y he ro i sm o f 

the M a r a t h a s i n r e c a p t u r i n g the w h o l e of the P u n j a b a n d the 

a d j o i n i n g t e r r i t o r i e s t h a t t hey began t o j o i n the M a r a t h a 

G e n e r a l R a g h u n a t h r a o as subo rd ina t e a l l i e s . T h e S i k h s h a d 

been r e c e n t l y g a i n i n g c o n t r o l over t h ings i n the P u n j a b a n d 

t h e y were i n f u r i a t e d b y A b d a l i ' s w a n t o n ac t o f d e m o l i s h i n g 

t h e i r g o l d e n t emple a t A m r i t s a r a n d filling u p t h e i r h o l y l a k e 

r o u n d i t w i t h filth, m u d , stones a n d b r i c k s d u r i n g h i s r e t rea t 

t o K a b u l for fear o f the M a r a t h a s . T h e y h a d , therefore , 

become inve t e r a t e enemies o f A b d a l i , a n d a m i g h t y l e a d e r 

o f one o f t h e i r power fu l ' M i s s a l s ' , n a m e l y A l a s i n g J a t (whom 

the M a r a t h a cor respondence o f the t imes refers t o as ' A l a 

J a t ' ) h a d j o i n e d the M a r a t h a s ' * open ly i n the b a t t l e o f S i r 

h i n d . H e n c e as a l m o s t a l l these leaders a n d pa r t i e s w h o h a d 

been then a c t i v e i n the p o l i t i c a l movemen t s i n the P u n j a b 

were favourab le to such a g r a n d o v a t i o n to be g i v e n to 

R a g h u n a t h r a o , i t was agreed o n a l l hands t h a t the I m p e r i a l 

ce remony f e l i c i t a t i n g the t r i u m p h a l e n t r y i n t o L a h o r e o f 

R a g h u n a t h r a o a t the head of h is a r m y s h o u l d be ce lebra ted 

after the M a r a t h a genera l ' s successful c a m p a i g n t o w a r d ? 

S i n d h . 
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T H E T R I U M P H A T M A R C H O F R A G H U N A T H R A O 

P E S H W A I N T H E P U N J A B 

1066. Ta imurshah . , w h o fled b e y o n d the f ron t i e r , t r i e d 

t o c a r r y w i t h h i m the immense t reasure , the M u s l i m s h a d 

p l u n d e r e d i n I n d i a , a n d i t was to seize t h a t t reasure t h a t 

R a g h u n a t h r a o en te red the P u n j a b i n hot p u r s u i t o f the-

P a t h a n a r m y w h i c h r a n be l te r ske l t e r . C o n q u e r i n g m o r e 

t h a n h a l f o f the P u n j a b a n d m a k i n g i t a h o t b e d for the 

scared P a t h a n a r m y o f A b d a l i , R a g h u n a t h r a o d r o v e t h e m 

off to the f r o n t i e r . L e a v i n g the rest o f the w o r k o f r e g a i n i n g 

the f ron t i e r t o the o ther M a r a t h a compan ies a n d br igades , 

he r e tu rned t o L a h o r e , the C a p i t a l o f the P u n j a b , i n o rde r t o 

conso l ida t e the M a r a t h a gains a n d se t t le the affairs there a n d 

l a y a firm f o u n d a t i o n o f the M a r a t h a power i n the n e w l y 

a c q u i r e d t e r r i t o r y . O n the 11 th o f A p r i l , 1758 h e m a d e h i s 

t r i u m p h a n t e n t r y i n t o L a h o r e w i t h a l l the r e g a l i a a n d h is 

v i c t o r i o u s a r m y . 

1067. A magni f icen t o v a t i o n was g i v e n to h i m i n order 

t o g l o r i f y t h i s v i c t o r i o u s e n t r y o f h i s , a t t e n d e d w i t h feas t ing 

a n d d a n c i n g . R a g h u n a t h r a o so journed i n no less a p l ace 

t h a n the i m p e r i a l pa l ace i t se l f . The o ther p r o m i n e n t M a r a t h a 

w a r - l o r d s h . i d a l so p u t u p i n b i g pa laces i n L a h o r e o r the 

camps i n the v i c i n i t y o f the c i t y . E v e r y w h e r e hundreds o f 

w e l l - a d o r n e d e lephants , horses, camels a n d fa t t ed b u l l s 

p a r a d e d t h r o u g h the s treets . V a r i o u s b i g H i n d u - M u s l i m Officers 

f r o m different p laces . E m i r s , U m r a o s , the so-ca l led N a w a b s , 

N i z a m s , R a o s , K i n g s a n d cour t i e r s presented themselves i n t h e 

magn i f i cen t D a r b a r i n the a f t e rnoon . E v e r y o n e o f t hem, the 

p o l i t i c a l as w e l l as the c i v i l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , nay , even t h e 

i m p e r i a l a r m y i n the P u n j a b , v o w e d a l leg iance to the P e s h w a 

a t P o o n a a n d R a g h u n a t h r a o was h o n o u r e d as the representa

t i v e o f t h a t P e s h w a . E v e r y one o f t h e m tendered h is homage 

i n the f o r m o f r i c h gif ts to R a g h u n a t h r a o . A t n i g h t t h e 

who le c i t y was g l o r i o u s l y i l l u m i n e d . D a z z l i n g fireworks were 

d i s p l a y e d everywhere . E v e n the n e i g h b o u r i n g c i t ies r o u n d 

abou t L a h o r e ce l eb ra t ed the feast o f l i g h t a n d fire-works 

d i s p l a y . 
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1068. W h a t was the se t t i ng o r the l o c a t i o n o f t h i s 

t r i u m p h a n t a s s e m b l y , — t h i s feast o f l i g h t ? I t was n o other 

t h a n the r e c r e a t i o n g r o u n d s o f t h e greatest o f the M o g h a l 

E m p e r o r s , l i k e A k b a r , J a h a n g i r , Shaha jahan a n d o thers—the 

ex tens ive c o u r t y a r d o f the m o s t famous S h a l i m a r gardens o f 

L a h o r e * ' !! T h e M a r a t h a s h a d thus r e d u c e d the M u s l i m 

i m p e r i a l p o w e r to s e r fdom ! 

1069. A t the news o f t h i s g l o r i o u s M a r a t h a v i c t o r y , 

the re was l i t e r a l l y a shower o n R a g h u n a t h r a o of the c o n g r a 

t u l a t o r y le t te rs w r i t t e n n o t o n l y b y the numerous k i n g s a n d 

cou r t i e r s , S a r d a r s o f v a r i o u s r a n k s a n d the l ea rned S h a s t r i -

p a n d i t s , who were o p e n l y or s ec re t l y e n d e a v o u r i n g b e y o n d 

a l l measure i n the cause o f H i n d u - P a t p a d s h a h i t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e l e n g t h a n d b r e a d t h o f I n d i a , b u t b y the self-less ascet ics , 

a l s o . A s has been s a i d i n p a r a g r a p h 991, the v a r i o u s w r i t e r s 

o f these m u l t i f a r i o u s c o n g r a t u l a t o r y l e t t e r s were so m u c h 

o v e r c o m e b y a sense o f p r i d e a n d j u b i l a t i o n over t h i s u n c o n 

ce ivab le M a r a t h a v i c t o r y t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t c o n v e y t h e i r 

feel ings i n s i m p l e prose. These cou ld o n l y be c o n v e y e d 

t h r o u g h some m y t h o l o g i c a l image ry , a sample o f w h i c h c a n 

be h a d i n t h i s one sent to R a g h u n a t h r a o o n the S t h o f M a y , 

1758 b y a M a r a t h a G e n e r a l i n D e l h i , A n t a j i M a n k e s h w a r w h o 

w a s i n the h a b i t o f w r i t i n g n o t h i n g b u t s i m p l e p o l i t i c a l 

r epor t s a n d y e t w h o was one o f the h i g h e r officers i n the 

M a r a t h a a r m y . 

1070. " R e c e i v e d y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ' s f a v o u r (of 13 th 

A p r i l ) . H o w can I express a d e q u a t e l y the excess ive j o y I 

f e l t at the news i n y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ' s l e t t e r abou t the v i c t o r y 

a t L a h o r e , the d e s t r u c t i o n o f the enemy a n d the a c q u i s i t i o n 

o f the t e r r i t o r i e s there ? ( Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ' s ) fame has sp read 

far a n d w i d e i n H i n d u s t a n ( N o r t h I n d i a ) . T h e h i g h - b o r n 

E m i r s a n d U m r a o s a n d G o v e r n o r s , a l l are o v e r a w e d ! I t i s 

y o u r E x c e l l e n c y a lone w h o avenged (the w r o n g o f the w h o l e 

o f H i n d u s t a n ( N o r t h I n d i a ) ! A s such y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ' s suc

cess v ies w i t h the m o u n t a i n s ! Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y is (des t ined 

to be) successfu l . H o w c a n t h i s poor s e rvan t o f y o u r E x c e l 

l e n c y have the a b i l i t y to d i l a t e u p o n th i s t o p i c ? T h e V a z i r 
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was e x t r e m e l y p leased to hea r these t i d i n g s , ( and sa id) H i s 

E x c e l l e n c y is t r u l y a n i n c a r n a t i o n o f G o d . H o w can a h u m a n 

l ) e ing p ra i se H i m suff ic ient ly ? Y o u r h u m b l e s e r v a n t (i.e. I ) 

bas no o the r safe she l te r anywhe re except a t y o u r feet . I f 

y o u r H o n o u r is l i k e l y to encamp a t L a h o r e I w i l l come the re 

w i t h the E m p e r o r a n d h i s V a z i r . T h e V a z i r a n d a l l o thers , 

•great a n d s m a l l , fear t h a t i n case y o u r E x c e l l e n c y were n o t 

t o encamp, the P a t h a n s are l i k e l y to r e t u r n to L a h o r e i n the 

r a i n y season. I have ju s t set d o w n here w h a t the people , 

s ay . Y o u r H o n o u r ' s i s the r i g h t t o dec ide u p o n the course of 

a c t i o n to be f o l l o w e d . M a y Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y be k i n d enough 

t o l e t t h i s h u m b l e s e r v a n t k n o w whe the r the p r o p o s a l o f 

b r i n g i n g the V a z i r a n d the E m p e r o r there is f a i r o r o ther 

wi se , a n d Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ' s orders i n t h i s respect are 

a w a i t e d . V i t h h a l S h i v a d e v w o u l d escor t t h e m there i f Y o u r 

H o n o u r so pleases. K r i s h n a r a o ( K a l e ) , t oo , m i g h t come, a n d 

p u t before Y o u r H o n o u r e v e r y t h i n g " (5.5. 1758)" . 

T H E R E P O R T O N T H E C O N Q U E S T O F T H E 

P U N J A B S E N T B Y R A G H U N A T H R A O 

P E S H V A H I M S E L F 

1071. N o w le t te r s af ter l e t t e r s f o l l o w e d i n q u i c k succes-

:sion f rom S h r e e m a n t N a n a s a h i b a t P o o n a a s k i n g R a g h u n a t h 

r a o -to r e t u r n a l o n g w i t h h i s a r m y t o the S o u t h before the 

m o n s o o n s set i n " . B u t as the P u n j a b h a d been v e r y r e c e n t l y 

conque red i t was abso lu te ly essen t i a l t h a t p r o p e r sys tems 

h a d to be u r g e n t l y l a i d d o w n for the governance a n d a d m i 

n i s t r a t i o n o f the v a s t t e r r i t o r y . A s such i t was des i rab le t h a t 

R a g h u n a t h r a o s h o u l d en t r ench h i m s e l f there w i t h a l l h i s 

a r m y fo r ano the r four m o n t h s . A l l the ab les t M a r a t h a 

leaders a n d a r m y commande r s though t a n d u rged t h a t 

R a g h u n a t h r a o h a d be t t e r n o t go to the D e c c a n a long w i t h 

M a l h a r r a o HolKar"". B u t R a g h u n a t h r a o D a d a a n d M a l h a r r a o 

H o l k a r , t o o , were , i n t he i r hea r t o f hear ts i n c l i n e d to go to 

the S o u t h . N o w t h a t N a n a s a h i b h a d ' c a l l e d ' h i m back , 

R a g h u n a t h r a o h i m s e l f sent a n a u t h e n t i c r epo r t "^ , penned 

b y h imsel f , to Shreemant N a n a s a h i b a b o u t the unpereced-
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en ted success i n the P u n j a b , a n d began h i s r e t u r n m a r c h 

t o w a r d s P o o n a . M a n y other M a r a t h a S a r d a r s , i n c l u d i n g the 

one o f the s ta tus o f M a l h a r r a o H o l k a r , r e t u r n e d to the D e c c a n 

a l o n g w i t h R a g h u n a t h r a o " * . O f course , i n o rde r to m a i n t a i n 

the M a r a t h a ru l e u n h a m p e r e d i n the P u n j a b the r e q u i s i t e 

M a r a t h a forces were s t a t i o n e d a t different places b y 

R a g h u n a t h r a o unde r some S a r d a r s . 

1072. A l t h o u g h i t was q u i t e poss ib le t o descr ibe t h e 

v a l o u r o f the M a r a t h a s i n t h i s c a m p a i g n i n the P u n j a b i n t h e 

g r a n d s t y l e o f an ep ic o r he ro ic p o e t r y , R a g h u n a t h r a o , 

howeve r , i t i s e s p e c i a l l y to be n o t e d , p u t the w h o l e t h i n g in-

the r epo r t he sent o f t h i s c a m p a i g n t o P o o n a i n the m o s t 

d i r e c t mat te r -o f - fac t way , b e f i t t i n g h i s s o l d i e r ' s p rofess ion , 

w i t h o u t a n y l o n g - w i n d e d d ig ress ions o r s e l f - a d u l a t i o n or-

exaggera t ion o f any sor t . H e n c e we s h o u l d l i k e t o c i t e his-

v e r y w o r d s . 

1073. W r i t e s R a g h u n a t h r a o i n h i s despa t ch o f the 4 t h 

M a y , 1758 to the P e s h w a : " A s regards the b a n d o b a s t a , of" 

( r e se t t l ing the affairs o r r e - e s t ab l i sh ing firm c o n t r o l over ) the 

p r o v i n c e s , the L a h o r e , M u l t a n , K a s h m i r a n d res t o f the-

t e r r i t o r y th i s s ide o f A t t o c k , I s h o u l d l i k e to s a y t h a t a p a r t 

o f the w o r k is done a n d res t o f i t I s h a l l do v e r y s h o r t l y . 

A f t e r h o t l y p u r s u i n g S u l t a n T a i m u r a n d J a h a n k h a n , we have 

r o u t e d a n d p l u n d e r e d a l l t h e i r a r m y . F i g h t i n g some-

s k i r m i s h e s here a n d there a n d b e i n g bea ten , t hey have fled-

to P e s h a w a r b e y o n d A t t o c k . A b d a l i m a r c h e d a g a i n s t I r a n 

b u t the P e r s i a n emperor d e s p o i l e d h i s who le a r m y . A b d a l i ; 

t h e n came (back) t o K a n d a h a r , f o l l o w e d b y the I r a n i a r m y 

i n h o t p u r s u i t . J a b a r d e s t a k h a n a n d M u k - r - r u b k h a n , the-

Sa rda r s a n d L a n d l o r d s o f t h i s p r o v i n c e , who h a d tendered-

t h e i r l o y a l t i e s to A b d a l i because o f the l a t t e r ' s t h r e a t e n i n g 

m i g h t (or t y r a n n i c a l t r ea tment ) , have a lso n o w changed t h e i r 

s ide a n d are p r o m i s i n g to serve f a i t h f u l l y a n d t o chas t i se 

A b d a l i . A b d a l i h i m s e l f has l o s t courage. I n sho r t i t does 

n o t seem tha t he can mus te r s t r o n g f rom t h a t f ron t . H e has 

been, a l r e a d y , chas t i sed b y the S h a h o f I r a n on the o t h e r 

s i de . I t w o u l d be p rope r i f y o u send re inforcements a n d 
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es t ab l i sh H i s M a j e s t y ' s c o n t r o l b e y o n d A t t o c k . H i s nephew 

a n d h e i r t o the th rone , w h o h a d app roached Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y 

a n d w h o m Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y h a d sent to us w i l l be g i v e n 

some t e r r i t o r y t h i s s ide o f A t t o c k to e s tab l i sh h i m s e l f a n d 

t h e n w i l l be a p p o i n t e d to the S u b h a o f K a b u l , P e s h a w a r 

b e y o n d A t t o c k . T h e c h i e f o f A b d a l i ' s forces, A b d u l 

S a m a d k h a n , w h o was i n S i r h i n d is c ap t i ve o f ou r s t a t e -

I sha l l send h i m a n d some M o g h a l a n d I r a n i forces f r o m t h i s 

p r o v i n c e . T h e y w i l l manage the affairs there. B y v i r t u e of 

Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ' s greatness a n d p i e t y t h e y w i l l b r i n g 

pressure o n A b d a l i a n d p u n i s h i n g h i m severe ly t hey w i l l 

e s t ab l i sh ou r c o n t r o l b e y o n d A t t o c k . R e n a k e A n a j i a n d 

R a y a j i S a k h a d e v have been p o s t e d i n L a h o r e . G o p a l Ganesh 

(Barve) a lso is qu i t e a t home i n th i s reg ion , he, t oo , w i l l 

s t a y . T h e E m p e r o r o f I r a n h a d sent le t te rs to me a n d to-

M a l h a r r a o ( H o l k a r ) c a l l i n g us p r e c i p i t a t e l y to K a n d a h a r to-

des t roy h i m ( A b d a l i ; a n d to fix u p the f ron t i e r , a t A t t o c k . . 

B u t we, a t least , on ou r p a r t s h o u l d l i k e to send A b d u l -

R a h i m a n k h a n o f K a b u l , w h o m Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y h a d sent t o 

us, a n d we s h a l l h e l p h i m w i t h some a r m e d forces a n d other-

sinews o f w a r . T h e p rov inces o f K a b u l a n d K a n d a h a r , , 

b e y o n d A t t o c k have been a p a r t o f H i n d u s t a n f rom (the-

t imes of) A k b a r to ( tha t of) A l a m g i r ; w h y s h o u l d we then-

g i v e these a w a y ? F o r the present we s h a l l e s t ab l i sh I r a n i 

c o n t r o l ove r the r e g i o n a n d send a p leasan t r e p l y -

A m b a s s a d o r s f r o m a l l the n e i g h b o u r i n g powers l i k e J a m m u 

a n d K a s h m i r have come. W e s h a l l set t le abou t the t e r r i t o r y 

t h i s s ide o f A t t o c k ; fu r the r b e y o n d i t i s n o t y e t possible-

(to d o a n y t h i n g o f the k i n d ) . E f fo r t s ( in t h a t d i rec t ion) w i l t 

be made . F o r the present I s h a l l do wha t eve r is mos t u rgen t . 

W h o e v e r s t ronger person w i l l l e ad the nex t e x p e d i t i o n w i l l 

effect a p e r m a n e n t se t t lement . T h e p r o v i n c e has a revenue-

c o l l e c t i o n o f abou t t w o to four crores ( twen ty to f o r t y m i l l i o n , 

o f rupees). B u t the l a n d l o r d s a n d j a m i n d a r s are v e r y p o w e r f u l . 

W e co l l ec t o n l y a n o m i n a l revenue . I t is d i f f icu l t to realise-

even two h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d rupees f rom a p rov ince w i t h a. 

y i e l d o f a t l eas t two a n d a h a l f m i l l i o n . F o r the present we^ 
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a r e s t a g i n g a come-back, u n d e r Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ' s o rders . A s 

s u c h we do wha t eve r is poss ib le ; we do no t s t r e t ch ma t t e r s 

too f a r . F o r the t i m e b e i n g the governance o f the t e r r i t o r y 

-has been e n t r u s t e d a t A d i n a B e g a lone . T o h i m we have 

g i v e n L a h o r e a n d M u l t a n o n lease. T h i s yea r the w h o l e (of 

the revenue co l l ec t ion ) w i l l be consumed b y the o c c u p a t i o n 

a r m y ; (gar r i son a r m y ) even fitting o u t s u c h an o c c u p a t i o n 

a r m y w i l l be d i f f i l cu l t ; t h ings w o u l d be f avourab le after t w o o r 

th ree years . W i t h c o m p l i m e n t s to Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ! 

1074. T H E O N L Y D I S G R A C E F U L P A R T O F I T I S 

T H A T W H I L E R E T U R N I N G T O T H E D E C C A N T H E 

M A R A T H A S D I D N O T T A K E R E V E N G E O N T H E M U S L I M S 

F O R T H E I R R E L I G I O U S P E R S E C U T I O N ! 

1 0 7 4 - A . I n C h a p t e r 8, on the ' P e r v e r t e d c o n c e p t i o n o f 

v i r t u e s ' , o f the book , i t has a l r e a d y been s h o w n i n grea ter 

•deta i l h o w the H i n d u S o c i e t y (of the t ime) was h a u n t e d b y 

a false a n d p e r v e r t e d sense o f v i r t u e s a n d as such h o w t h e 

H i n d u s d i d n o t even s l i g h t l y avenge the unbearab le a n d u n 

l i m i t e d pe r secu t ion and the d i a b o l i c a t r o c i t i e s pe rpe t r a t ed b y 

the M u s l i m s o n the H i n d u r e l i g i o n . U n l i k e S p a i n , P o r t u g a l , 

B u l g a r i a , Greece a n d o the r (European ) n a t i o n s w h i c h saved 

• C h r i s t i a n i t y f r o m e x t i n c t i o n (from t h e i r lands) b y r i d d i n g 

•comple te ly t h e i r h o m e l a n d o f M u s l i m s , the H i n d u s d i d n o t 

•ext i rpate the M u s l i m s f rom I n d i a . T h e y re f ra ined f r o m 

i n f l i c t i n g s i m i l a r , n o t to speak o f grea ter , a t r o c i t i e s even o n 

the enemy l i k e the M u s l i m s w h o cons ide red r e l i g i o u s 

p e r s e c u t i o n a n d d i a b o l i c a n d he inous a t r o c i t i e s themse lves 

to b e t h e i r r e l i g ious du t i e s ! E v e r y d r o p o f b l o o d i n the 

H i n d u ve ins a n d a r te r ies was su rcharged , as i t were, w i t h 

the false a n d s u i c i d a l a n d p e r v e r t e d c o n c e p t i o n o f r e l i g ious 

t o l e r ance t o w a r d s the a l i ens . T h e n o t i o n t h a t w h a t e v e r the 

na tu re o f a t r o c i t i e s o f the a l i ens o n ou r r e l i g i o n , we s h o u l d 

no t , even for r e s i s t i n g t h e m , r e t a l i a t e aga in s t these v e r y 

aggress ive a l i e n r e l i g ion i s t s , was the essence o f t h e i r r e l i g ious 

to l e rance . A n d i t was cons ide red b y the H i n d u s to be t h e i r 

r e l i g i o n ! I t is because o f t h i s s u i c i d a l n o t i o n o f r e l i g ious 

t o l e r a n c e t h a t H i n d u s , even w h e n t h e y h a d g a i n e d u n p a r a l -
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l e l l ed v i c t o r i e s ove r the M u s l i m s on the ba t t le f ie lds a n d i n 

the p o l i t i c a l a rena , d i d n o t oppose t h e m i n the leas t on t h e 

r e l i g i o u s f ron t . N a t u r a l l y o n t h i s r e l i g ious f ront the M u s l i m s 

i n I n d i a were n o t e x t i r p a t e d , no r were t h e y s u b d u e d . R o o t 

t h e m o u t c o m p l e t e l y the H i n d u s never d i d ! as t h e y h a d 

done w i t h the G r e e k s , t h e S a k a s , the H u n s a n d o the r anc i en t 

aggressors ! 

1074 -B . I s h o u l d be f a i l i n g i n m y d u t y i f I were t o 

p roceed w i t h o u t r e f e r r i ng to one more i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h i s 

i n c u r a b l e disease o f the H i n d u m i n d — o f t h i s p e r v e r t e d sense 

o f v i r t u e s — w h i c h has p r o v e d h i g h l y i n ju r i ous to the H i n d u 

cause. T h i s i n c i d e n t happened a t a t i m e when the H i n d u 

v a l o u r a n d H i n d u p o l i t i c a l v i c t o r y h a d reached i t s z e n i t h i n 

the P u n j a b . 

1075. J u s t a t the t i m e when R a g h u n a t h r a o h a d s t a r t e d 

f rom P o o n a w i t h h i s a r m y a n d reached I n d o r e r o u n d abou t 

14 th F e b r u a r y , 1757, the m a l e v o l e n t A b d a l i h a d heaped u n t o l d 

h u m i l i a t i o n a n d ou t rage o n the H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d H i n d u 

w o m e n . H e h a d sent some of the c rue l les t o f h is c o m m a n d e r s 

to M a t h u r a , V r i n d a v a n , K u r u k s h e t r a a n d o the r H i n d u h o l y 

places , i n o r d e r t o avenge t he i r rescue b y the M a r a t h a s f r o m 

the E m p e r o r ' s c lu tches . A b d a l i h a d g i v e n these M u s l i m 

c o m m a n d e r s s t r i c t o rde r s tha t— 

1076. I t was t h e i r r e l i g ious d u t y as t rue M u s l i m s t h a t 

t h e y s h o u l d devas ta te e v e r y one o f the so -ca l l ed H i n d u h o l y 

p l ace s l i k e M a t h u r a a n d massacre as m a n y H i n d u s there as 

was pos s ib l e , a n d to heap u p the chopped-off heads toge ther . 

W h o e v e r f r o m amongs t t h e m w o u l d chop off the heads o f the 

H i n d u s as those o f K a f i r s , were to be r e w a r d e d b y A b d a l i a t 

the ra te R s . 5 p e r such H i n d u h e a d " ' " . 

1077. H o w m e r c i l e s s l y those savage M u s l i m w o l v e s , 

i n s t i g a t e d b y A b d a l i ' s orders , a t t a c k e d M a t h u r a a n d o the r 

h o l y p laces o f the H i n d u s has been desc r ibed i n pa rag raphs 

1059 a n d 1060. A c c o r d i n g l y the M u s l i m s f e l l u p o n t h e 

H i n d u r e l i g ious centres a t M a t h u r a a n d s l augh te r ed the 

i n n o c e n t H i n d u s there . G i g a n t i c H i n d u temples t o p p l e d 

d o w n one after ano ther . S t reams of b l o o d o f the H i n d u 
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-men a n d w o m e n , c h i l d r e n a n d o l d people , began to flow 

t h r o u g h eve ry house a n d e v e r y s t reet . N o t a s ing le y o u n g 

- H i n d u w o m a n escaped k i d n a p p i n g . N o t a s ing le cow was 

spa red her l i f e . T h e i n n o c e n t b l o o d o f the cows, t oo , flowed 

l i k e wa te r . Those M u s l i m demons were ne i t he r sa t i s f ied w i t h 

n o r t i r e d o f t h i s b r u t a l i t y . O n the c o n t r a r y i n o r d e r t o 

a d o r n these d e v i l i s h acts o f t he i r s w i t h t h e i r d i a b o l i c 

a r t i s t i c sense t hey t r a v e s t i e d the ceremoney o f the H i n d u 

R a n g p a n c h a m i , w h i c h h a p p e n e d to be at t h a t t i m e . A n d 

h o w ? B i g cau ld rons a n d vessels f u l l o f H i n d u b l o o d n e w l y 

shed were k e p t a t different p laces a t s h o r t i n t e r v a l s , a n d 

the M u s l i m so ld i e r s w i t h la rge syr inges i n h a n d wen t o n 

•drenching the H i n d u s i n e v e r y s t reet a n d eve ry home i n 

t he i r o w n b l o o d " * . T h e same was the mi se rab le fate o f the 

nex t t o w n o f G o k u l V r i n d a v a n . B u t the m o m e n t he g o t the 

news t h a t R a g h u n a t h r a o h a d left I ndo re a n d p roceeded w i t h 

•a l a rge a r m y t o d e s t r o y h i m , t h a t s e l f - s t y l ed Shahenshah , 

A b d a l i , h u r r i e d for l i f e to D e l h i w i t h a l l h i s a r m y a n d 

thence to L a h o r e a n d onwards s t r a i g h t to K a b u l ! 

1078. A l t h o u g h the v e r y same M a r a t h a force w h i c b h a d 

beaten b a c k A b d a l i ' s a r m y s t r a igh t b e y o n d the ( N o r t h -

"West) f ron t i e r (of I n d i a ) were n o w r e t u r n i n g to the D e c c a n 

after t h e i r g lo r i ous v i c t o r i e s i n the P u n j a b a n d wer e v i s i t i n g 

the same h o l y places o f M a t h u r a , (wrongly) spel t M a t t r a , 

• C H I (1939) a n d b y o the r w r i t e r s , G o k u l V r i n d a v a n , a n d 

w h i l e t h e y were p e r f o r m i n g t h e i r r e l i g ious r i t e s a n d h a v i n g 

ce r emon ia l ba ths i n the h o l y r i v e r s , w h i l e aga in t hey were 

l i s t e n i n g to the h a r r o w i n g accounts o f the M u s l i m a t roc i t i e s 

o n the H i n d u s a n d t h e i r r e l i g i o n , p e r p e t r a t e d o n l y a y e a r 

ago , w h i l e s t i l l the H i n d u b l o o d s p i l l e d p rofuse ly b y the 

M u s l i m s on the w e l l - b u i l t banks (EJIS ghats) o f the J a m u n a 

a t M a t h u r a h a d n o t y e t c o m p l e t e l y d r i e d away , w h i l e aga in 

t h e d i t ches filled w i t h the beef o f cows ( s la in b y the M u s l i m s ) 

h a d been p u t r e f y i n g a l o n g the streets , the heads o f t h i s 

M a r a t h a a r m y were n o t e x c i t e d w i t h anger a t these M u s l i m 

b r u t a l i t i e s ! N o b o d y o f t h e m was beside h i m s e l f w i t h shame 

a n d i n d i g n a t i o n 1 N o n e o f t h e m was i n f u r i a t e d a n d none o f 



5TH GLORIOUS EPOCH 447 

t h e m v o w e d revenge o f th i s r e l i g ious pe r secu t ion ! T h e 

v i c t o r i o u s genera l o f the H i n d u s , the b r ave R a g h u n a t h r a o , 

d i d n o t issue a n y o rde r to h i s a r m y to the effect t h a t t h e y 

s h o u l d r e t a l i a t e w i t h the same a t roc i t i e s on the M u s l i m s as 

were i n d u l g e d i n b y the l a t t e r , t h a t the M u s l i m s as a 

who le were to be s l augh te red , t h a t jus t l i k e (the ru ined) 

heaps o f t h e H i n d u temples , the M u s l i m M a s j i d s s h o u l d be 

p u l l e d d o w n w i t h o u t a n y excep t ion , t h a t the M u s l i m w o m e n 

s h o u l d be p u t to the same indesc r ibab l e h u m i l i a t i o n a n d 

shame as the H i n d u w o m e n f o l k were done b y the M u s l i m s ; 

t h a t i t was t h e i r d u t y to t a k e such a revenge for the wrongs 

done to H i n d u r e l i g i o n a n d H i n d u soc ie ty ! A b d a l i h a d 

bu t done i t I! 

1079. W e have e x p l a i n e d t h e i nes t imab le w r o n g done 

t o the H i n d u s o c i e t y b y th i s s u i c i d a l disease o f the p e r v e r t e d 

c o n c e p t i o n o f v i r t u e s so f u l l y i n C h a p t e r 8 o f th i s b o o k t h a t 

i t i s needless to repeat i t here a g a i n . W e hereby urge 

u p o n e v e r y reader t o r e a d the abovemen t ioned C h a p t e r 8 

o v e r a n d over aga in a n d v e r y ca re fu l ly . 

1080. T h e m o s t f o r t u n a t e t h i n g for the H i n d u s was o n l y 

t h i s t h a t the ca tas t rophe , w h i c h t h r e a t e n e d to e x t i n g u i s h 

v e r y flame o f l i fe o f the who le H i n d u n a t i o n , as a consequence 

o f the s i l l y H i n d u r e l ig ious not ions (as the ones descr ibed 

above) , was a v e r t e d b y t h e i r r e t a l i a t o r y deeds o f v a l o u r a n d 

m o r e e s p e c i a l l y b y those o f the M a r a t h a s on the p o l i t i c a l 

a n d m i l i t a r y f ron t s . A l t h o u g h the M a r a t h a s are g u i l t y o f 

n o t t a k i n g revenge o f the M u s l i m v a n d a l i s m on M a t h u r a -

V r i n d a v a n w h i l e o n t h e i r t r i u m p h a l m a r c h f rom the P u n j a b , 

the g lo r i ous v i c t o r y t h a t t h e y w o n o n the M u s l i m s i n the 

P u n j a b i n t h i s con t inuous m i l l e n n i a l H i n d u - M u s l i m w a r a n d 

the t e r r i b l e b l o w t h a t t h e y gave to the M u s l i m i m p e r i a l 

power e s t a b l i s h i n g the independence of the H i n d u n a t i o n 

a n d t h e i r o w n p o l i t i c a l hegemony i n the n o r t h i n - c a p a c i t a 

t e d the M u s l i m s f r o m comple t e ly d e s t r o y i n g the H i n d u s i n 

I n d i a , jus t as t h e y h a d comple t e ly a n n i h i l a t e d the o ther 

anc i en t n a t i o n s i n A s i a . B a b y l o n became B a g h d a d , b u t 

M a t h u r a c o u l d n o t be t r ans fo rmed in to another M e c c a ! 
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F i g h t i n g i n c e s s a n t l y a n d i n d e f a t i g a b l y f o r t e n l o n g cen tur ies 

M a t h u r a s t i l l ex i s t s as a h o l y H i n d u p l a c e . T h e t races o f 

M u s l i m d o m i n a t i o n have b e e n w i p e d o u t I F r o m the m i l l i o n s 

o f H i n d u th roa t s the t r i u m p h a n t chants o f the d i v i n e v a l o u r 

o f Shree K r i s h n a s t i l l r e s o u n d the G h a t s o f J a m u n a a n d 

a l l t he temples u n m i t i g a t e d ! 



C H A P T E R X X I I 

N O T O N L Y A T T O C K — E V E N B E Y O N D I T ! 

1081. ^ T ^ R q?T% ̂  f % RT? ^ f % r̂î ^̂ r iil: ii 

—sr^^Ti 
(Of w h a t ca l ib re were the S a r d a r s unde r (him) ? Some 
were v e r i t a b l e l i o n s , o thers were t igers whereas some others 
were rh inoceroses i ndeed ! W h y , w i t h i n a qua r t e r o f a 
' G h a t a k a ' (a p e r i o d o f 24 minu tes ) t hey p l a n t e d t he i r flags 
i n A t t o c k ! 

1082. A s has been t o l d In the p r e v i o u s chap te r , w h i l e 
R a g h u n a t h r a o was r e t u r n i n g to the D e c c a n af ter h is unpre 
ceden ted t r i u m p h i n the P u n j a b , a long w i t h h i s numerous 
S a r d a r s a n d w a r r i o r s , the t i d i n g s of h i s v i c t o r y h a d a l r e a d y 
been r each ing M a h a r a s h t r a f r o m t i m e to t i m e . One d a y a l l t h e 
M a r a t h a forces ga the red toge ther a t I n d o r e , the n e x t d a y 
t h e y were c o l l e c t i n g the c h a u t h a n d S a r d e s h m u k h i t a x e s 
f r o m a l l ove r R a j p u t a n a ; l a t e r o n t h e y were r e p o r t e d to be 
r u s h i n g i n t o the A n t a r v e d i , p u n i s h i n g the R o h i l l a s a n d 
P a t h a n s for j o i n i n g hands w i t h A b d a l i ; t hen c o n q u e r i n g 
D e l h i a n d p e r f o r m i n g t h e obsequies, as i t were, o f the v a u n t e d 
i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y o f A b d a l i a n d re leas ing the M o g h a l empe
r o r f r o m h i s c a p t i v i t y a n d e s t a b l i s h i n g h i m o n the t h rone 
o f D e l h i as the p u p p e t i n M a r a t h a hands ; then aga in i m m e d i 
a t e l y i n v a d i n g the P u n j a b r o u t i n g A b d a l i ' s A f g h a n a r m y o f 
t e n t h o u s a n d s t r o n g , w h i c h was k e p t there for the p r o t e c t i o n 
o f t h e P u n j a b a t S i r h i n d . T h e n A b d a l i ' s son T a i m u r s h a h a n d 
his genera] J a h a n k h a n were r e p o r t e d to h a v e fled f rom the 
M a r a t h a s w i t h o u t g i v i n g a n y b a t t l e , a n d fled s t r a i g h t to 
K a b u l l e a v i n g L a h o r e t o the tender ca r e of the M a r a t h a s , 
a n d the a rmies o f R a g h u n a t h r a o were s a i d to be m o p p i n g u p 
the P u n j a b c l ean o f the A f g h a n d o m i n a t i o n a n d d r i v i n g the 
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enemy f a r b e y o n d A t t o c k . T h e n came the news o f the 

t r i u m p h a n t e n t r y o f R a g h u n a t h r a o i n t o L a h o r e I W i t h such 

h e a r t e n i n g news a n d repor t s p o u r i n g i n d a i l y o f the M a r a t h a 

v i c t o r i e s a n d the w o r s t i n g o f the enemies a t t he i r h a n d s , the 

m i g h t y h e a r t o f M a h a r a s h t r a was filled w i t h jus t i f i ab le p r i d e . 

R a g h u n a t h r a o h a d a l r e a d y ea rned for h i m s e l f a name fit to 

be r a n k e d w i t h the grea tes t i n the w o r l d i n h i s s ing le v i c t o 

r i ous c a m p a i g n r i g h t f r o m P o o n a s t r a i g h t to the I n d u s ! T h e 

who le o f M a h a r a s h t r a began t o c a l l h i m , w i l l i n g l y o r u n w i l l 

i n g l y , b u t l o v i n g l y enough R a g h o - B h a r a r i , ^ i n o rder to express 

i t s wonde r a n d p r i d e abou t t h i s u n h a m p e r e d a n d unde t e r r ed 

s p r i n g o f h i s , a b o u t t h i s eagle-f l ight o f h is , t o w a r d s the 

H i m a l a y a s ! T h i s i n f o r m a l t i t l e o f the v i c t o r i o u s genera l , 

R a g h u n a t h r a o , has become i m m o r t a l 1 

S O O N A R R I V E D T H E N E W S O F T H E C R O W N I N G 

G L O R Y O F T H E M A R A T H A S 

1083 . R a g h u n a t h r a o , the commande r - i n - ch i e f o f the 

M a r a t h a forces, h a d pos t ed some o f the M a r a t h a Sa rda r s to 

p u n i s h severe ly a l l the M u s l i m E m i r s , U m r a o s , gangsters a n d 

m a r a u d e r s , f a k i r s a n d pa ras i t e s o f eve ry sor t who were crea t 

i n g a n a r c h i c a l c o n d i t i o n s i n the P u n j a b a n d e spec ia l ly 

t o w a r d s the I n d u s V a l l e y p l u n d e r i n g t h e peacefu l popu l ace 

the re , a n d e s t ab l i sh the M a r a t h a h o l d i n t h a t t e r r i t o r y firmly 

a n d t o co l l ec t the revenue a n d the ' c h a u t h ' a n d ' S a r d e s h 

m u k h i ' t axes f r o m the t e r r i t o r y . O f those Sa rda r s , T u k o j i 

H o l k e r , S a b a j i S h i n d e , G o p a l r a o B a r v e w i t h t h e i r s o l d i e r s 

a t t a c k e d the fo r t o f A t t o c k , w h i c h was the p r i d e o f the I n d u s 

v a l l e y , a n d s n a t c h e d i t a w a y f r o m the M u s l i m hands i n the 

m o n t h o f J u l y 1758*. T h e M u s l i m green flag was u p r o o t e d a n d 

i n i t s p lace was h o i s t e d i n the t u m u l t u o u s war-cr ies o f ' H a r H a r 

M a h a d e v ! ' o f the M a r a t h a s , the saf f ron-coloured ' J a r i p a t k a ' 

o f the H i n d u s — o n the fo r t o f A t t o c k ' . The M a r a t h a — a n d 

so the H i n d u — h o r s e once a g a i n d r a n k the h o l y wate rs o f 

t h e I n d u s ! 

1084. O n t h a t g lo r i ous d a y a t l a s t was the b a n ( A t a k — 

gjz^) o f a t h o u s a n d years enforced b y the r e l i g ious l a w o f 
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t h e H i n d u s themse lves b r o k e n b y the H i n d u a rms ! W h y , 

t h e M a r a t h a w a r r i o r s pu r sued the M u s l i m s even b e y o n d 

A t t o c k u p t o K a n d a h a r ! 

1085 . I t i s a l r e a d y e x p l a i n e d i n pa r ag raphs 522 t o 535 

h o w t h i s t o w n was n a m e d ' A t t o c k ' a n d w h y . 

1086. W h e n the news a r r i v e d i n M a h a r a s h t r a of the 

•conquest o f A t t o c k a n d o f the h o i s t i n g b y the M a r a t h a s o f 

the H i n d u J a r i p a t k a o n t h a t fo r t the u n i v e r s a l j o y fe l t there 

k n e w n o bounds . T h e M a r a t h a s h a d t a k e n revenge o f the 

w r o n g s done t o the H i n d u s over a t housand years b y r o u t i n g 

a n d d r i v i n g the M u s l i m s r i g h t u p t o K a b u l a n d K a n d a h a r 

a n d w r e n c h i n g the de fac to sove re ign ty o f the whole o f I n d i a 

f r o m the M u s l i m hands . 

A N D T H I S I T S E L F IS T H E F I F T H G L O R I O U S E P O C H 

O F H I N D U V I C T O R I E S O V E R T H E A G G R E S S O R S 

1087. T h e page i n the h i s t o r y o f the H i n d u n a t i o n w h i c h 

records t h i s u n i q u e event o f the conquest o f A t t o c k a n d the 

final v i c t o r y o f the H i n d u s i n the ep ic m i l l e n n i a l H i n d u -

M u s l i m w a r a n d the e s t ab l i shment o f the defacto sove re ign ty 

o f the H i n d u s over the so -ca l l ed M u s l i m empi re is r e a l l y the 

G o l d e n Page i n H i n d u h i s t o r y a n d t h a t d a y is t r u l y the R e d 

L e t t e r D a y i n the l i fe o f H i n d u n a t i o n ! 

H O W E V E R 

1088. J u s t as a m a n o n h i s death-bed, too , breathes a 

l i t t l e longer a n d somet imes even makes a v i o l e n t effort to 

r i se i n e p i l e p t i c fits, bu t dies a t las t ; o r jus t as the w h o l e 

b o d y o f the e n o r m o u s l y l o n g snake , t w e n t y feet or m o r e i n 

l eng th , g i g a n t i c i n t h i c k n e s s v y i n g w i t h the b r o a d t r u n k s o f 

the V a t ( Ind ian fig-Ficus I n d i c a ) t ree , m o v i n g dangerous ly a t 

la rge i n the fores ts , does n o t l i e l i feless a l l a t once i n a 

m o m e n t , even i f i t s h e a d has been smashed c o m p l e t e l y , b u t 

keeps o n m o v i n g c o n v u l s i v e l y a n d even a t t imes seeks to 

l eap ahead, y e t u l t i m a t e l y the d y i n g b o d y does d ie a t las t ; 

s i m i l a r l y i n sp i t e o f the fac t t h a t the M a r a t h a s h a d smashed 

the h e a d o f the M u s l i m i m p e r i a l p o w e r a n d left i t ga sp ing 
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fo r i t s l a s t b r ea th o n the ba t t le - f ie lds o f the I n d u s v a l l e y , t h e 

m o r i b u n d M u s l i m power d i d con t inue to m a k e fever i sh efforts 

t o r ise a g a i n here a n d there fo r some t i m e more ; t h a t d y i n g 

b o d y d i d i n f ac t t a k e a l o n g l eap l i k e t ha t o f P a n i p a t , bu t 

u l t i m a t e l y i t c o u l d n o t a v e r t i t s fas t a p p r o a c h i n g d e a t h . 

1089. A n d i n the e n d t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e o f I n d i a 

began to flutter the flag o f i ndependen t H i n d u p o w e r ! N o t . 

a lone f rom the I n d u s b u t r i g h t f r o m the b a n k s o f the K a b u l 

r i v e r , sp read t h r o u g h o u t the who le o f the P u n j a b , u p t o t h e 

f ront ie rs o f J a m m u a n d K a s h m i r , was e s t ab l i shed the H i n d u ; -

S i k h empi re o f M a h a r a n a R a n j i t s i n g h ! F u r t h e r o n , f r o m 

D e l h i r i g h t u p to R a m e s h w a r a m i n the rest o f I n d i a was es ta

b l i s h e d the p a r a m o u n t c y o f the M a r a t h a s , a n d t o the n o r t h 

was the independen t H i n d u S ta t e o f N e p a l !!! T h u s e v e r y 

where i n I n d i a began to ru le once a g a i n the H i n d u p o l i t i c a l 

power : the M u s l i m power c o u l d n o t recover i t s f a l l ! 

1090. T h a t i s w h y i t m u s t be s a i d t h a t o n the d a y o n 

w h i c h the M a r a t h a s u p r o o t e d and flung a w a y t h e green flag 

o f the M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l d o m i n a n c e f r o m the fo r t o f A t t o c k . 

and h o i s t e d i n i t s p lace t h e i r o w n t r i u m p h a n t saffron c o l o u r 

ed J a r i p a t k a , the H i n d u s gave a r e a l l y m o r t a l b l o w t o t h e 

M u s l i m power i n I n d i a a n d caused i t s subsequent d e a t h ! 

1091. E v e n a h i s t o r i a n l i k e Sa rdesa i , w h o was w o n t t o 

m a k e under - s t a t ement s , w r o t e ; ' A H M a h a r a s h t r a fe l t e l e c t r i 

fied w i t h the p r o u d p e r f o r m a n c e o f R a g h u n a t h r a o a n d h i s 

bands h a v i n g reached t h e ext reme f r o n t i e r o f I n d i a a n d 

b a t h e d the i r horses i n the I n d u s " . (New H i s t o r y o f M a h a 

r a s h t r a : V o l . I I Page . 401)«. 

1092. A s soon as the repor t s o f the final v i c t o r i e s o f t h e 

H i n d u s o v e r the M u s l i m s i n t h i s m i l l e n n i a l H i n d u - M u s l i m 

W a r reached M a h a r a s h t r a , the Cha rans , the B h a t s , the G o n d -

halees, w h o were the ch ie f exponen t s o f the p o i g n a n t n a t i o n 

a l feelings o f the people a t large began to su rcharge t h e 

a tmosphere o f eve ry v i l l a g e i n M a h a r a s h t r a w i t h t r i u m p h a n t 

j o y b y means o f t he i r he ro ic poems and b a l l a d s , i m b u e d w i t h 

the m o s t w a r l i k e s p i r i t . The re was n o t to be f o u n d a n y self-

respec t ing M a r a t h a w h o was no t e n t h r a l l e d a n d i n s p i r e d t o 
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hear these he ro i c deeds o f h is own a r n l y . S ince i t is o n l y i n 
the i m a g i n a t i v e v e i n t h a t a t rue p i c t u r e o f the r o m a n t i c 
m o o d o f the M a h a r a s h t r a o f t h a t d a y can be d r a w n , I have 
t r i e d to express i t i n m y poem G o m a n t a k t h r o u g h the m o u t h 
o f M a h a r a s h t r a b h a t , a t y p i c a l represen ta t ive o f the B h a t s , 
C h a r a n s a n d Gondha lees ! A few couple ts f r om the same poem 
are t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h f r o m the o r i g i n a l i n M a r a t h i a n d 
c i t e d here for the p e r u s a l o f the reader* ! 

1093. A P A N E G Y R I C By -.—Maharashtrabhat 
H e a r , 0 , H i n d u s , hear y o u a l l 
Comes the news o f ou r v i c t o r y i n W a r , 
W r o n g s o f a t h o u s a n d years a v e n g ' d 

D o w n is the v i c t o r v a n q u i s h ' d a g a i n ' 
Ce lebra te the d a y w i t h feas t ings a n d d a n c i n g 

Y o u r s is the r i g h t b y m a r t y r d o m sea l ' d 
B u t m i n d , t h ' t a s k is not ye t done ! 
O n l y the r a m p a r t s so fa r ' r e w o n ; 
T h e r o c k ' s to be c l i m ' d , the fo r t ' s t o be s t o r m ' d 
T h e w i s h ' d fo r s u m m i t i s safely to be made ! 

D a w n ' d t o d a y is the m o m e n t ausp ic ious 
F o r H i n d u - p a d s h a h i h a p p y a n d g lo r ious ! 
S t i l l t he so lemni t i e s a ren ' t ove r 
I m p e n d i n g dangers ove rhead h o v e r . 
L i k e S t a r t e r s o f E r a s have we w o n t h i s g l o r y 
L i k e S t a r t e r s o f E r a s m u s t we h o l d i t g r i m l y ' 
O n c e a g a i n o ' the b a n k s o f t h e ' I n d u s 
P r o u d l y c a r r y i n g the cres t o f g o l d 
S t a n d s the horse o f a H i n d u w a r r i o r 
T o quench h is t h i r s t o f a t h o u s a n d years ! 

Come w i t h the seas, ye , G a n g a m a i y y a , 
W a t e r s pu re o f C a v e r i come; 
S i n d h u , S h a t a d r u , T r i v e n i , J a m u n a 
G o d a , K r i s h n a ' r e welcome here ! 
H o l y p l a c e s ' n d p i l g r i m - r e s o r t s 
S p r e a d o'er I n d i a , come, y o u , a l l . 
H a r i d w a r , K a i l a s , K a s h ' n d P u r i 
D w a r k a ' n d M a t h u r a come i n a h u r r y ! 
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H e a r , O , hear the t i d i n g s c lear 

V i c t o r y o n t h ' f i e l d i s pu re , 0 , dear , 

W r e c k ' d we our vengeance o n the foe 

D e l a y ' d t h o u g h ' twas for a t h o u s a n d years , 

A n d L o o k ! T h e v a u n t i n g v i c t o r l ies , h o w l o w ! 

G o d has i n d u l g e d H i n d u w a r r i o r s 

W i t h t h e i r cher i shed d r e a m o f l i f e . 

P r o u d l y flutters o n A t t o c k t o d a y 

A g a i n the H i n d u J a r i p a t k a . ' 

(T rans l a t ed f rom the couple ts n u m b e r e d 1, 112, 116, 11T^ 

118, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131 f r o m the o r i g i n a l poem) 

1 



J U L / Glorious Epoch 

C H A P T E R X X n i 

T H E S I X T H G L O R I O U S E P O C H O F H I N D U 
V I C T O R I E S O V E R T H E A G G R E S S O R S 

I N D I A F R E E D F R O M T H E B R I T I S H D O M I N A T I O N 

1094. T h i s chap te r o n the S i x t h G l o r i o u s E p o c h o f 
H i n d u V i c t o r i e s O v e r Aggressors is the l a s t one. 

1094 -A . T h e scope o f th i s b o o k has been defined i n 
p a r a g r a p h 7 o f the first chap te r o f th i s b o o k . T h a t d e l i m i t a 
t i o n i t s e l f suggests t ha t i n t h i s chap te r o n the S i x t h G l o r i o u s 
E p o c h o f H i n d u v i c t o r i e s i t is n o t a t a l l necessary to g ive a 
d e t a i l e d accoun t o f how, w h i l e the B r i t i s h h a d firmly e s t a b l i 
shed t h e i r m i g h t y empi re on the whole o f I n d i a , the H i n d u 
n a t i o n c o u l d m a k e i t s e l f i ndependen t a n d h o w i t has t a k e n a 
p l ace o f p r i d e as an i ndependen t a n d sovere ign r e p u b l i c 
amongs t the na t i ons o f the w o r l d . T h e o n l y object o f t h i s 
chap t e r is jus t to examine a n d assess o n l y s a l i e n t po in t s i n 
t h i s e x c i t i n g w a r o f l i b e r a t i o n o f the H i n d u n a t i o n w i t h t h e 
B r i t i s h w h i c h have been p u r p o s e l y o v e r l o o k e d b y a l m o s t a l l 
the fo re ign as w e l l as the independen t h i s t o r i an s , n o t w i t h 
s t a n d i n g the fact t h a t t h e y are h i g h l y i m p o r t a n t f r o m 
the p o i n t o f v i e w o f H i n d u t w a . 

1095. B u t t h a t t oo I have done for the m o s t p a r t i n m y 
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other books , as fa r as i t was necessary to do so : 

1096. (1) I t i s a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d a t the e n d o f the 

l a s t chap te r t h a t the H i n d u s h a d c o m p l e t e l y u p r o o t e d t h e 

fo re ign M u s l i m e m p i r e f r o m I n d i a a n d H i n d u S ta tes h a d , 

once a g a i n , been e s t ab l i shed everywhere a n d the M u s l i m s d i d 

not , i n fact , w i e l d a n y i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y ove r the l a n d o f 

H i n d u s t a n . B u t w h i l e the H i n d u n a t i o n was t h u s i n e x t r i c a b l y 

i n v o l v e d i n a g i g a n t i c m i l l e n n i a l w a r to r o o t ou t the M u s l i m 

i m p e r i a l power f rom I n d i a a n d w h i l e a l l i t s energies a n d t i m e 

were u t i l i z e d i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , E u r o p e a n n a t i o n s l i k e the 

"Portuguese, the F r e n c h , the D u t c h a n d espec ia l ly the E n g l i s h 

h a d a l r e a d y commenced t h e i r efforts a t e s t a b l i s h i n g t he i r 

r u l e over I n d i a secre t ly or even open ly . T h e M a r a t h a s w h o 

h a d assumed the l eade r sh ip o f the H i n d u n a t i o n a t t h a t t i m e 

h a d s i m u l t a n e o u s l y to face a l l these E u r o p e a n n a t i o n s ju s t 

w h e n t h e y were c a r r y i n g o n a l i fe a n d dea th s t rugg le w i t h 

t h e M u s l i m s ! A l t h o u g h t h e y h a d been m o s t l y successful i n 

the e n d i n a r r e s t i n g the progress o f the Po r tuguese , the 

F r e n c h , the D u t c h a n d the E n g l i s h , howeve r , s h r e w d l y a v a i l e d 

themselves o f the o p p o r t u n i t y , they got , when the M a r a t h a s 

were engaged i n the s t ruggle w i t h the M u s l i m powers , a n d 

g r a d u a l l y b u t firmly e s t ab l i shed t h e i r f o o t - h o l d i n the B e n g a l 

t r a m p l i n g under t h e i r feet the weake r M u s l i m N a w a b s ove r 

there . Therea f t e r t h e y p u s h e d o n t h e i r aggressive moves a n d 

e s t ab l i shed , t hough no t de jure y e t de fac to , s o v e r e i g n t y o v e r 

the t e r r i t o r y r i g h t up to D e l h i . N a t u r a l l y t h e y soon came t o 

g r i p s w i t h the M a r a t h a s , w h o h a d t o l ead the H i n d u n a t i o n a t 

t h a t t i m e . I n m y book , H i n d u P a t p a d s h a h i ( o r i g i n a l l y w r i t t e n 

i n E n g l i s h a n d n o w t r a n s l a t e d i n t o M a r a t h i ) I have suf f ic ien t ly 

d i scussed , f r o m the s t a n d p o i n t o f the H i n d u n a t i o n , h o w a n d 

t o w h a t e x t e n t the M a r a t h a s w o r s t e d the E n g l i s h d u r i n g the 

F i r s t a n d the Second A n g l o - M a r a t h a Wars^ . T h e cu r ious 

readers s h o u l d do w e l l to r ead i t . 

1097. T h a t d i scuss ion w i l l m a k e the f o l l o w i n g t w o 

b r o a d p o i n t s a b s o l u t e l y c l ea r . T h e first i s t h a t f r om t h e 

t i m e the E n g l i s h s t e p p e d o n the I n d i a n s o i l the M u s l i m s 

never fought w i t h t h e m for n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l i n d e p e n d e n c e . 
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W i t h the shor t e x c e p t i o n o f those w i t h the M y s o r e S ta te o f 

H a i d a r a n d T i p u , a i l the wars , w h i c h the E n g l i s h fought fo r 

the s o v e r e i g n t y ove r I n d i a , h a d to be necessa r i ly fought w i t h 

the H i n d u s a lone . T h i s c l e a r l y shows t h a t the H i n d u s h a d 

p r a c t i c a l l y d e s t r o y e d the p o l i t i c a l p o w e r o f t he M u s l i m s a n d 

h a d sna tched the i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y . A n o t h e r e q u a l l y 

i m p o r t a n t p o i n t to be remembered is t h a t the E n g l i s h , t o o , 

h a d m a i n t a i n e d the n o m i n a l d i g n i t y o f the p u p p e t M o g h a l 

E m p e r o r for fifty years af ter t hey h a d es tab l i shed t h e i r de 

f a c t o sovere ign power over I n d i a i n the v e r y same m a n n e r 

as the M a r a t h a s h a d , as a p o l i t i c a l exped ien t o f the t ime 

k e p t o n r e c o g n i z i n g the same ' k i n g o f shreds a n d pa tches ' as 

the ' E m p e r o r o f I n d i a ' . 

1098. I t aga in exposes t h e snobbery a n d ignorance o f 

t h e A n g l i c i z e d people w h o r i d i c u l e the M a r a t h a s for t h i s 

• ' p o l i t i c a l e x p e d i e n t ' o f the i rs , o f a n o m i n a l r e c o g n i t i o n o f the 

M o g h a l E m p e r o r . F o r the E n g l i s h , too , found the same 

p o l i t i c a l exped ien t useful to t h e m . These A n g l i c i z e d people 

however do not cr iu ic ize the E n g l i s h for t h i s same 'weakness ' 

o f the i r s I 

T H E A N G L O - S I K H W A R S 

1099, N o sooner d i d the E n g l i s h des t roy the sovere ign 

M a r a t h a power over I n d i a i n A . D . 1818 a n d no sooner d i d 

t h e y force the res t o f the M a r a t h a s tates to accept t h e i r 

o v e r l o r d s h i p t h a n t h e y h a d to cross swords w i t h ano the r 

new-born H i n d u power . T h a t H i n d u power was the grea t 

k i n g d o m o f M a h a r a j a E a n j i t s i n g w h i c h rose to p rominence 

a f t e r 1818. I t was af ter the dea th o f M a h a r a j a R a n j i t s i n g 

tha t the E n g l i s h t o o k the field aga ins t the combined H i n d u 

m i g h t o f the S i k h s , the J a t s a n d the D o g r a s spread far a n d 

•wide f rom the r i v e r K a b u l to the r i v e r S h a t a d r u (Sutlej) a n d 

to the n o r t h u p t o K a s h m i r a n d L a d a k h . I n the e n d the 

E n g l i s h were successful a n d the E n g l i s h sove re ign ty was 

e s t a b l i s h e d f rom the P u n j a b to K a s h m i r r o u n d a b o u t 

A . D . 1850«. 
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M Y B O O K O N T H E H I S T O R Y O F S I K H S — T H E O N E 

T H A T W A S D E S T R O Y E D 

1100. A s I have s u r v e y e d the p e r i o d o f I n d i a n H i s t o r y 

covered b y the M a r a t h a E m p i r e , i n m y E n g l i s h b o o k H i n d u 

P a t p a d s h a h i , s i m i l a r l y I h a d w r i t t e n a d i scourse o n the-

p e r i o d f o l l o w i n g the M a r a t h a epoch i n t h a t b o o k o f m ine , t h e 

H i s t o r y o f the S i k h s , w r i t t e n i n M a r a t h i . B u t w h i l e I was 

i n the t h i c k o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s aga ins t t h e 

E n g l i s h i n P a r i s , r o u n d a b o u t 1909-10, the m a n u s c r i p t o f m y 

book* ' T h e H i s t o r y o f the S i k h s ' f e l l i n t o the hands o f G o v e r n 

men t o f I n d i a ' s Secre t In t e l l i gence D e p a r t m e n t a n d was, 

d e s t r o y e d before p u b l i c a t i o n . H o w e v e r , i n m y b o o k s 

" P r u s h t h a b h u m i " a n d t h i s one " S i x G l o r i o u s E p o c h s o f 

H i n d u V i c t o r i e s O v e r A g g r e s s o r s " ' I h ave d i scussed f rom the 

H i n d u s t a n d p o i n t a l l the i m p o r t a n t events i n the S i k h 

h i s t o r y up to 1850— the t i m e w h e n the m i g h t y k i n g d o m o f 

the S i k h s was v i r t u a l l y des t royed ! The cur ious reader s h o u l d 

r e a d i t . 

T H E A N G L O - N E P A L E S E W A R 

1101. The t h i r d great power w i t h w h i c h the E n g l i s h had ' 

t o fight fo r the sove re ign ty o f I n d i a was the t h e n m i g h t y 

H i n d u s ta te o f N e p a l . A l t h o u g h the E n g l i s h u l t i m a t e l y w o n 

t h a t war , t he i r success was n o t so g rea t as t o d e s t r o y that-

N e p a l e s e H i n d u S t a t e c o m p l e t e l y . B a r r i n g the E n g l i s h 

p a r a m o u n t c y as regards the e x t e r n a l affairs, t h e i r in te rna ] 

independence was un impa i r ed* . A g a i n , t h i s ex i s tence of the 

Nepa le se H i n d u S ta t e w a s essen t ia l for the con t inuance o f 

the E n g l i s h sove re ign ty over I n d i a for a l o n g t i m e after

w a r d s . F o r N e p a l was a fe r t i l e field w h i c h ceaselessly 

p r o v i d e d s t a u n c h a n d b r a v e H i n d u G u r k h a so ld i e r s for the 

E n g l i s h a r m y . T h i s H i n d u G u r k h a a r m y p r o v e d i t s e l f quite-

capab le of, n o t o n l y i n I n d i a , b u t a lso i n E u r o p e , successful ly 

f ac ing the even n u m b e r e d w h i t e a r m y o f o ther E u r o p e a n , 

coun t r i e s . M o r e o v e r i n the face o f a p l a u s i b l e aggress ion 

f r o m the m i g h t y E m p i r e o f R u s s i a , w h i c h was n o t on ly-

capab le b u t a n x i o u s to i n v a d e the n o r t h e r n f ron t ie r s o f the 
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B r i t i s h I n d i a n E m p i r e , the E n g l i s h w i s h e d t h a t the w a r l i k e 

s ta te o f N e p a l shou ld serve as a Buffer S t a t e i n o rder t h a t 

such a R u s s i a n aggression m i g h t n o t come too unexpec t ed ly . 

1102. O n l y after defea t ing the three H i n d u powers o f 

the M a r a t h a s , the S i k h s a n d the Nepa lese c o u l d the E n g l i s h 

c l a i m comple te sove re ign ty over I n d i a . 

1103. The s c r a m b l i n g l i t t l e E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y o f 

overseas t r ade r s i n E n g l a n d , w h i c h was e s t ab l i shed r o u n d 

a b o u t the r ise o f S h i v a j i M a h a r a j a n d w h i c h h a d begun its-

a c t i v i t i e s w i t h t w o meagre factor ies a t i t s d i sposa l , wen t on, 

e n l a r g i n g the sphere o f a c t i v i t i e s a n d thus a c q u i r e d the 

sove re ign ty o f the whole o f I n d i a abou t 1850 ! O r i g i n a l l y 

s t a r t e d b y a b o u t a dozen E n g l i s h men o f p l u c k , the obscure-

t r a d i n g c o m p a n y thus became, w i t h i n a shor t p e r i o d o f t w o , 

cen tu r i e s o r so, t hem is tress o f a m i g h t y empi re ! D u r i n g the-

same p e r i o d rose and f e l l m a n y r o y a l dynas t ies v y i n g w i t h . 

one ano the r for the sovere ign ty o f I n d i a . M a n y s u n d r y 

s ta tes were f o u n d e d soon a n d f o u n d themselves engaged i n . 

i n t e rnec ine warfare a n d des t royed . B u t u l t i m a t e l y i t was-

t h i s E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y w h i c h s t rugg led a n d fought o n a n d 

u l t i m a t e l y s u p p l a n t e d a l l those r i v a l powers to become the-

sole mis t ress o f I n d i a . H o w v e r y ins ign i f i can t a c o m m e r c i a l 

b o d y was t h i s E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y on the d a y o n w h i c h i t . 

was s t a r t e d b y a h a n d f u l o f shareholders I B u t a l l i t s y e a r l y 

repor t s o f i t s assets a n d l i a b i l i t i e s , o f i t s i ncome a n d ics-

expend i tu r e , r i g h t f r om i t s first y e a r o f i n c e p t i o n to the yea r 

o f i t s d i s s o l u t i o n , c a r r y i n g f o r w a r d i t s p rev ious year 's-

ba lance a n d new sources o f income and new i t ems o f e x p e n d i 

tu re e v e r y yea r , t i l l after a h u n d r e d a n d fifty or two hundred , 

years i t came to i n c l u d e t owards i t s c red i t s ide the v e r y , 

empi re of I n d i a , h a d a l l been v e r y s c r u p u l o u s l y a n d sys tem

a t i c a l l y p re se rved i n i t s secre tar ia t i n L o n d o n . A n d w h e n 

i n 1858 i t was d i s s o l v e d a n d the B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t i t s e l f 

t o o k over the E m p i r e o f I n d i a i n the name o f Queen V i c t o r i a , 

i t was m o s t s y s t e m a t i c a l l y a n d l e g a l l y w o u n d u p l i k e any-

c o m m e r c i a l or p ro fess iona l conce rn p a y i n g every sha reho lde r 

h is dues as per i t s las t balance-sheet o f t h a t y e a r a n d after-
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p a y i n g off a l l o ther l i a b i l i t i e s * ! 

1104. T h i s c o n t i n u o u s process o f B r i t i s h a d m i n i s t r a 

t i o n , t h i s neatness a n d p r e c i s i o n i n i t s w o r k , i t s c a p a c i t y t o 

o rgan ize a n d gove rn , t o r u n a v a s t a n d c o m p l i c a t e d 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , sh ine a l l the more g l o r i o u s l y w h e n c o n t r a s t e d 

w i t h the confused w a y o f d o i n g t h i n g s , p r e v a l e n t i n ou r 

c o u n t r y a t t h a t t i m e , o u r l a c k o f order , p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y 

•and ou r c o m p l e t e d i s r e g a r d for w e l l - o r g a n i z e d w o r k ! 

A l t h o u g h i t i s un jus t i f iab le to show the s i m i l a r i t y a n d 

difference between the B r i t i s h n a t i o n a n d o u r o w n , as t h e y 

a t the t ime were, b y such a s o l i t a r y a n d c o m p a r a t i v e l y i n s i g 

n i f i can t ins tance as th i s , i t m a y s t i l l serve as a p o i n t e r — a n d 

a v e r y effective p o i n t e r a t that—-to show h o w the once p e t t y 

E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y c o u l d become i n the end the H o n o u r a b l e 

C o m p a n y S a r k a r B a h a d u r w h i c h r a n the i m p e r i a l a d m i n i s t r a 

t i o n of Ind ia* . 

1105. A l t h o u g h the t o t a l defeat o f our H i n d u n a t i o n 

-at the hands o f the B r i t i s h h a d a lways been r a n k l i n g i n ou r 

hear ts l i k e a deep-rooted a n d envenomed a r r o w , we h a d 

never r e p u d i a t e d i t o r g lossed over i t , n o t even de t r ac t ed 

f rom the v i c t o r y o f the B r i t i s h people ove r us b y s c o l d i n g 

-and r a i l i n g a t t h e m u n d e r false p re t ex t s . F o r , we h a d the 

•courage a n d a b i l i t y w h i c h h a d neve r d i e d a w a y to avenge 

t h a t defeat o f our H i n d u n a t i o n . O n the c o n t r a r y w e 

•s incerely be l i eved t h a t i n t h i s b i t t e r w a r be tween the H i n d u 

a n d the B r i t i s h na t ions i t was on the who le n a t u r a l t h a t the 

B r i t i s h who were a t t ha t t i m e supe r io r to us i n the a r t o f 

w a r a n d s t r eng th , s h o u l d succeed ove r us. W e k n e w t h a t 

the success or defeat on the ba t t l e f i e lds never obeyed the 

•dictates o f the code o f j u s t i ce o r i n ju s t i c e . 

1106. F o r t h i s reason, as soon as the B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l 

power was e s t ab l i shed i n I n d i a the i n n e r m o s t he ro ic s p i r i t 

i n the c o u n t r y t o o k up the g a u n t l e t to v a n q u i s h the B r i t i s h 

n a t i o n on t h e b a t t l e f i e l d i t s e l f b y r e s o r t i n g t o some 

N r u s i n h i a n ac t o f aggress ive h e r o i s m . 

1107. A f t e r the B r i t i s h s n a t c h e d a w a y the i m p e r i a l 

a u t h o r i t y f rom i t s hands the defeated H i n d u n a t i o n l a y for 
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some t i m e dazed a n d pa le - faced . E v e n the v o l c a n o l i e s 

dead a n d c o l d fo r some t i m e after eve ry e r u p t i o n . B u t 

unless t h a t p a r t i c u l a r e r u p t i o n is i t s las t , the t e r r i b l y 

e x p l o s i v e substances i n i t s w o m b s m o u l d e r i n g i n w a r d l y 

become u n b e a r a b l y ho t . S i m i l a r l y the H i n d u n a t i o n was 

m e r e l y defeated b y the B r i t i s h — i t was n o t ye t d e a d . A s 

such i n i t s m i g h t y hear t there soon began to seethe a n d 

s m o u l d e r the exp los ive e lements o f m a n y v a l i a n t souls i n 

o rde r to go f u l l t i l t once ag a in agains t the v i c t o r i o u s 

E n g l i s h ! 

( O U T B U R S T ) 

T H E F m S T G R E A T I N D I A N B O M B A R D M E N T 

A G A I N S T T H E B R I T I S H R E G I M E 

1108. H a r d l y a daeade e lapsed after the B r i t i s h h a d 

conquered the l a s t H i n d u S ta te o f E a n j i t s i n g i n the P u n j a b 

w h e n there was a grea t o u t b u r s t o f H i n d u - M u s l i m j o i n t 

effort to u p r o o t the B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l power f rom I n d i a . 

A n d there flared u p the first conf lagra t ion o f the w a r o f 

Independence aga ins t the B r i t i s h i n 1857 !!! 

1109. T h e one r e m a r k a b l e aspect o f t h i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

war was t h a t the H i n d u s a n d the M u s l i m s h a d o rgan ized 

themselves i n t o a j o i n t n a t i o n a l f ron t a n d waged a n a t i o n 

wide w a r aga ins t the B r i t i s h , f o rge t t i ng t h e i r age- long e n m i t y 

o f cen tur ies toge ther ! 

1110. B u t I have a l r e a d y w r i t t e n some t i m e i n 1908-

1909 a d e t a i l e d h i s t o r y of th i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y w a r i n m y b o o k 

o f abou t five h u n d r e d pages n a m e d , " I n d i a n W a r o f 

Independence o f 1 8 5 7 " . I n i t I have r e v i e w e d t h a t w a r 

f r o m the s t a n d p o i n t o f the H i n d u n a t i o n . A s such i t i s n o t 

necessary to repeat the same here a g a i n . 

1111. D u r i n g those t w o or three years o f t h i s w a r o f 

Independence the E n g l i s h suffered such h e a v y losses t h a t 

the E n g l i s h casua l t ies far o u t n u m b e r e d those suffered b y 

t h e m i n a l l t he i r wars w i t h the M a r a t h a s , the S i k h s a n d the 

Nepa le se t a k e n together , fo r the s o v e r e i g n t y o f I n d i a . T h e 
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b r a v e r e v o l u t i o n i s t s k i l l e d so m a n y B r i t i s h w a r r i o r s a n d 

w h i t e m e n ! L e t a lone the p e t t y E n g l i s h c ap t a in s , l i e u t e n 

an ts , co l l ec to r s , M a g i s t r a t e s a n d such l i k e second-grade 

oflScers, b u t such eminen t pe r sona l i t i e s l i k e G e n e r a l W h i t e , 

G e n e r a l N e i l l , S i r H e n r y L a w r e n c e , G e n e r a l O u t r a m , 

C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f A n s o n a n d others too h a d t o p a y the 

p e n a l t y w i t h t h e i r l i v e s . T h e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s d i s p a t c h e d 

m o s t o f t h e m o n the ba t t l e f i e ld ! T h e E n g l i s h t o o k i l l e d 

n e a r l y a h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d fighters f r om amongs t the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , as p e r the s t a tement o f N a n a s a h i b P e s h w a , 

the leader o f t ha t r e v o l u t i o n ' ! 

1112. A t the end o f t h i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y w a r the B r i t i s h 

t e r m i n a t e d 'The H o n o u r a b l e E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y ' w h i c h 

was to the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s a v i r t u a l B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t , a n d 

w h i c h t h e y ha t ed for the same reason . T h e B r i t i s h t hough t 

t h a t the a b o l i t i o n o f ' T h e E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y ' a n d i t s r u l e 

w o u l d p a c i f y the I n d i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s i n as m u c h as t h e i r 

wishes h a d been h o n o u r e d i n th i s respect I So the B r i t i s h 

G o v e r n m e n t p r o c l a i m e d i t w i t h a l l the fanfare a n d grand iose 

d i s p l a y , t h a t the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f I n d i a h a d been t a k e n 

over f rom the E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y a n d t h a t the l a t t e r h a d 

been d i s s o l v e d a n d fu r the r t ha t the B r i t i s h Queen , V i c t o r i a , 

"would thereaf ter , t a k e for he r se l f the t i t l e . T h e E m p r e s s o f 

I n d i a , ' a s suming f u l l sovere ign power over the c o u n t r y . T h u s 

t h e c l a sh o f a rms o n the ba t t l e f i e ld , b y the I n d i a n r e v o l u 

t ion i s t s for a b o u t three years h a d p u t a n end to the ha t ed 

' E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y ' . 

1113. O v e r a n d above th i s the B r i t i s h i s s u e d t h r o u g h o u t 

I n d i a a p r o c l a m a t i o n i n the name o f the new E m p r e s s o f 

I n d i a , V i c t o r i a , the Queen o f E n g l a n d , i n w h i c h , for the sake 

o f the r e v o l u t i o n i s t s a n d w i t h a v i e w to p a c i f y i n g t h e m a b i t , 

i t was s a i d t h a t after the issue o f t h a t p r o c l a m a t i o n , w h i c h 

o f the ' m u t i n e e r s ' w o u l d s top fighting open ly or c o v e r t l y a n d 

r e t u r n to t he i r homes neve r to harass the E n g l i s h people a n d 

w o u l d b e g i n l i v i n g a peaceful l i f e , w o u l d be s h o w n , w i t h o u t 

e x c e p t i o n , r o y a l c lemency , i r r e spec t i ve o f a n y t h i n g they 

m i g h t have done i n respect o f the 'mu t iny ' * . 



6 T H GLORIOUS EPOCH 463 

1114. A f t e r the B r i t i s h h a d thus su r rende red , t h o u g h 

n o t e x p l i c i t l y y e t doubt less i m p l i c i t l y , to the r e v o l u t i o n i s t s 

i n respect o f the a b o v e m e n t i o n e d two p o i n t s , there was 

i n c l u d e d i n the s a i d p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the new E m p r e s s o f 

I n d i a a fu r the r i m p o r t a n t p romise t h a t ne i ther the B r i t i s h 

G o v e r n m e n t , no r a n y l o c a l w h i t e - s k i n n e d ofiScer, n o r even a n y 

B r i t i s h m i s s i o n a r y w o u l d be suffered to interfere w i t h the 

r e l i g i o n o f the ' n a t i v e s ' , t h a t the E m p r e s s o f I n d i a w i s h e d to 

t r ea t a l l her subjects , t h e H i n d u s , the M u s l i m s , the C h r i s t i a n s 

a n d o thers , i m p a r t i a l l y a n d t h a t she, as the E m p r e s s of I n d i a , 

w o u l d p ro tec t every r e l i g i o n f r o m the t y r a n n i c a l pe r secu t ion 

a t the hands o f every o ther r e l i g i o n " . T h i s express p romise 

was i n c l u d e d i n th i s famous p r o c l a m a t i o n i n o rde r to 

e r ad i ca t e one o f the most p o t e n t causes o f the o u t b r e a k o f 

the W a r o f Independence , n a m e l y , the I n d i a n a p p r e h e n s i o n 

t h a t t h e c o m p a n y ' s gove rnmen t was o u t to des t roy the 

n a t i v e r e l ig ions a n d to conve r t a l l the I n d i a n s to C h r i s t i a n i t y 

w i t h the use o f force . A n d th i s , t oo , was a t a c i t submis s ion 

o f t h e B r i t i s h t o the r e v o l u t i o n i s t s ! 

1115. Y e t ano the r i m p o r t a n t submis s ion was i m p l i c i t l y 

m a d e t o the r e v o l u t i o n i s t s i n t h i s p r o c l a m a t i o n . I t was the 

d i s c o n t i n u a t i o n o f the o b n o x i o u s practice^'- o f d e n y i n g the 

I n d i a n ru le r s the r i g h t o f a d o p t i o n and l i q u i d a t i n g a n d 

a n n e x i n g t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s t o the B r i t i s h possessions i n 

I n d i a . F o r , i t was exp re s s ly p r o m i s e d i n the s a i d p r o c l a m a 

t i o n t h a t t h e t r a d i t i o n a l r i g h t o f the I n d i a n ru lers to a d o p t 

heirs to t h e i r estates w o u l d be honoured . T h e i r a d o p t e d 

he i r s were p r o m i s e d the same p o l i t i c a l a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

r igh t s as t h e y en joyed u n d e r the o l d t r a d i t i o n . 

1 1 1 5 - A . T h u s the B r i t i s h h a d t r i e d b y means o f t h i s 

Queen ' s p r o c l a m a t i o n to remove a l m o s t a l l the causes, w h i c h 

i n t h e i r o p i n i o n , h a d l e d to the h o r r i b l e r e v o l t o f the I n d i a n 

r e v o l u t i o n i s t s . Never the less the m o s t i m p o r t a n t p r o m i s e — o f 

course i n the B r i t i s h o p i n i o n — a n d the one w h i c h t h e y 

t h o u g h t w o u l d g i v e comple te s a t i s f ac t ion t o the I n d i a n 

peop l e—was tha t— 

1116. A l l the I n d i a n subjects o f Queen V i c t o r i a w o u l d 
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be t r ea t ed as r e s p e c t f u l l y as the B r i t i s h ; — a n d t h a t t h e y 

w o u l d be se lec ted f o r a p p o i n t m e n t to a l l the off ic ia l posts i n 

the B r i t i s h e m p i r e i r r e s p e c t i v e o f caste, creed o r re l ig ion^* !! 

1 1 1 6 - A . B U T T H I S P R O C L A M A T I O N H A D N O 

E F F E C T W H A T S O E V E R U P O N T H E R E V O L U T I O N I S T S ! 

1117. W h y , a p a r a l l e l p r o c l a m a t i o n was i s sued b y the 

r e v o l u t i o n i s t s as a p u n g e n t a n d t r e n c h a n t re jo inder to t h e 

Queen ' s P r o c l a m a t i o n " ! H o w a p p r o p r i a t e a n d p o i g n a n t i t 

was has a l r e a d y been c l ea r ly shown i n m y book , ' T h e I n d i a n 

W a r o f Independence o f 1 8 5 7 ' " . T h e v e r y b a s i c s t a t ement 

m a d e i n i t was t h a t the r e v o l u t i o n a r y w a r t h a t h a d been 

fough t so fa r was n o t fought because t h e y w a n t e d t h e ru le o f 

the B r i t i s h E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y over I n d i a to be r ep l aced b y 

t h a t o f the i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y o f t h e B r i t i s h Q u e e n " . T h e y 

d i d n o t w a n t a n y fo re ign p o w e r — a n d c e r t a i n l y n o t t h a t o f 

the B r i t i s h — t o d o m i n a t e ove r I n d i a ! T h e y w a n t e d a 

c o m p l e t e l y i ndependen t sel f - rule .' T h a t is w h y , t hey s a i d , 

t hey were fighting i n the ba t t le f ie lds . A l t h o u g h the Queen 's 

P r o c l a m a t i o n was e x h i b i t e d o n eve ry w a l l t h r o u g h o u t I n d i a , 

t h o u s a n d s o f r e v o l u t i o n i s t s , i n c l u d i n g G e n e r a l T o t y a T o p e , 

Sh reeman t N a n a s a h i b , B a l a s a h i b , ' J a l k a R a m b h a u ' , A m a r s i n g , 

F e r o z s h a h a n d o ther e m i n e n t leaders o f the r e v o l u t i o n k e p t 

on fighting fo r m o n t h s t o g e t h e r " ! O n l y af ter the hero ic f a l l 

o f a l m o s t a l l o f t h e m i n the a l l - c o n s u m i n g flames o f t h e 

r e v o l u t i o n , fighting a n d fighting t i l l the v e r y l a s t , c o u l d t h a t 

s ac r i f i c i a l p i t smou lde r l o w a n d c o o l d o w n subsequen t ly ! 

H O W E V E R ! 

1118. H o w e v e r , the l a s t t w o , o r three promises g i v e n 

i n the 'Queen ' s P r o c l a m a t i o n ' d i d n o t f a i l to have the 

' d e s i r e d ' effect on the new g e n e r a t i o n o f I n d i a n people w h i c h 

was l a t e r on educa t ed i n the E n g l i s h schools a n d colleges 

t h a t were s h o r t l y opened thereaf ter a n d o n t h a t o f the 

thousands o f I n d i a n officers a n d se rvan ts w h i c h t h r i v e d o n 

the G o v e r n m e n t sa la r i es . E s p e c i a l l y i n C a l c u t t a , B o m b a y , 

M a d r a s a n d o the r c i t i es where the i l l u s o r y B r i t i s h reforms 

h a d a l r e a d y sp read t h e i r cobwebs m u c h ea r l i e r t h a n 1857 the 
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t h e n I n d i a n leaders were so m u c h e la ted b y the p r o m i s e i n 

the Queen 's P r o c l a m a t i o n s t h a t the B r i t i s h E m p r e s s w o u l d 

a l l o w her B r i t i s h as w e l l as I n d i a n subjects to enjoy a l l 

c i v i c r igh t s e q u a l l y a n d w i t h o u t a n y i n v i d i o u s d i s t i n c t i o n , 

t h a t t h e y dec l a r ed , o p e n l y i n the p u b l i c meet ings h e l d t o 

ce lebra te the t o t a l e x t i n c t i o n o f the ' m u t i n y ' , t h a t n o w on 

the B r i t i s h empi re be longed as m u c h to the B r i t i s h as to t h e 

I n d i a n people "I T h i s P r o c l a m a t i o n o f the Queen was jus t 

a n o t h e r ' peace fu l ' dev ice t ha t the B r i t i s h h a d f o u n d out , a s 

t h e y h a d used the o the r one o f ' v i o l e n t repress ion ' , s i m p l y t o 

p u t d o w n the I n d i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . T h e y h a d n o t the l ea s t 

i n t e n t i o n to f o l l o w i n fu tu re the p o l i t i c a l or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

p o l i c y o u t l i n e d i n i t T h i s I have a m p l y p r o v e d b y q u o t i n g 

the w o r d s o f the B r i t i s h s t a tesmen themselves i n m y b o o k s 

w r i t t e n o n l a t e r h i s t o r y " . B u t the c redu lous a n d c o n v e r t e d 

m i n d s o f the above -men t ioned class o f I n d i a n people w h o 

were e d u c a t e d i n ' E n g l i s h S c h o o l s ' a n d who were earnes t ly 

b u s y s e r v i n g t h e i r B r i t i s h masters c o u l d never grasp t h i s 

secret a n d c r o o k e d ruse o f the B r i t i s h d i p l o m a c y . O n t h e 

c o n t r a r y , b e i n g d e l u d e d b y the prepos terous P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 

the Queen, w h o , m a d w i t h v i c t o r y , h a d the a u d a c i t y to 

ascend t o the i m p e r i a l th rone o f I n d i a , these s imp le gu l l s o f 

I n d i a n leaders has tened t o g l o r i f y t h a t ' P r o c l a m a t i o n ' as t h e 

I n d i a n M a g n a C a r t a i n press a n d p u b l i c m e e t i n g s " . H o w 

a b s u r d a n d f o o l i s h i t is to c o m p a r e t h a t o r i g i n a l ' M a g n a 

C a r t a ' i n E n g l i s h h i s t o r y , w i t h w h i c h the E n g l i s h p e o p l e , 

af ter fighting success fu l ly w i t h t he i r K i n g , h a d forced h i m t o 

concede to t h e m t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l c i v i c r i g h t s , w i t h t h i s 

dece i t fu l a n d profane ' P r o c l a m a t i o n o f the Queen ' , w h i c h 

t i g h t e n e d the shack les o f s l a v e r y o n the I n d i a n hands a n d 

feet even more f o r c i b l y t h a n before, o n l y g i l d i n g t h e m 

o u t w a r d l y so as to pass t h e m on as o r n a m e n t s . 

1119. B u t i n m y B a c k g r o u n d to m y ' A u t o b i o g r a p h y ' I 

h ave a l r e a d y dea l t , a t greater l e n g t h , a n d f r o m the p o i n t o f 

v i e w o f the I n d i a n people , w i t h the p e r i o d o f I n d i a n h i s t o r y , 

af ter the t e m p o r a r y p a c i f i c a t i o n o f the W a r o f L i b e r a t i o n o f 

1857 was a c h i e v e d a n d the f o u n d a t i o n o f the B r i t i s h 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n I n d i a was firmly secured*". H e n c e i t need 

n o t be r epea ted here ! 

T H E P E C U L I A R C H A R A C T E R O F T H E P E R I O D 

T H E P O L I T I C A L M O V E M E N T S O F T H E 

L O Y A L I S T S 

1120. The p e c u l i a r i t y of the p e r i o d f o l l o w i n g the p a c i f i 

c a t i o n o f the n a t i o n a l r i s i n g o f 1857— i .e. , r o u g h l y s p e a k i n g 

f r o m 1860 to 1900— i s t h a t i t is d o m i n a t e d b y a n a t i o n - w i d e 

m o v e m e n t unde r the l eade r sh ip o f those w h o b e l i e v e d t h a t 

I n d i a w o u l d once a g a i n see n a t i o n a l p r o s p e r i t y a n d deve lop 

m e n t o n l y b y r e m a i n i n g i n the B r i t i s h empi re a n d she m u s t 

a c h i e v e i t t h a t w a y a lone H e n c e t h i s p e r i o d can be 

g e n e r a l l y c a l l e d an age o f the L o y a l i s t p o l i t i c i a n s . H o w 

eve r , even i n t h i s age o f a v o w e d l o y a l p o l i t i c i a n s the age -o ld 

t r a d i t i o n o f h e r o i s m w h i c h v e h e m e n t l y a d v o c a t e d a r m e d 

r e v o l t t o free the m o t h e r - l a n d f r o m B r i t i s h d o m i n a t i o n was 

n o t a l toge ther e x t i n c t ! I t d i d flare u p sec re t ly o r even open ly , 

i n some d a r i n g r i s i ngs I E v e n those m o m e n t a r y exp los ions o f 

t h a t t r a d i t i o n a l . [ h e r o i s m d i d n o t f a i l to convulse the B r i t i s h 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n I n d i a a n d to exc i t e a n d insp i re the I n d i a n 

people a t leas t for the t i m e b e i n g . O n l y two i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f 

these a r m e d r e v o l t s w o u l d sufl&ce. T h e H i n d u r i s i n g unde r 

the l eadersh ip o f R a m s i n g K u k a * * i n the P u n j a b d u r i n g 1870-

7 4 A . D . aga in s t the B r i t i s h a n d the M u s l i m s fo r p o l i t i c a l 

i ndependence a n d for de fend ing our r e l i g i o n is the ch ie f o f 

t h e m . A n d the second, far more ex tens ive a n d even more 

effective t h a n the first, was the one i n M a h a r a s h t r a u n d e r 

the l eade r sh ip o f V a s u d e v B a l w a n t P h a d k e * ' . I t was a 

v i o l e n t a r m e d r e v o l t aga ins t the B r i t i s h fo r the comple te 

independence o f I n d i a ! These i nc iden t s , too , are r ev i ewed i n 

d e t a i l i n the ' B a c k g r o u n d ' to m y ' A u t o b i o g r a p h y . ' 

1121. Thereaf ter d a w n e d the age o f L o k m a n y a T i l a k , 

w h i c h was s y n o c h r o n i z e d b y the l e t h a l a t t a c k s o f C h a p h e k a r 

bro thers o n the E n g l i s h officers a n d the f eve r i sh a c t i v i t y o f 

secret r e v o l u t i o n a r y societ ies for l i b e r t y . 
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T H E P O L I T I C A L M O V E M E N T S I N I N D I A 
A F T E R 1900 

1122. A t t h e e n d o f 1900 or thereabouts t e r m i n a t e d the 
•era o f l o y a l i s t p o l i t i c a l movemen t a n d began the one o f 
L o k m a n y a T i l a k w h i c h m i g h t fittingly be ca l l ed—though n o t 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y — c o n d u c i v e to r e v o l u t i o n . T o th i s v e r y p e r i o d 
were i n e x t r i c a b l y t i e d up i n m y v e r y c h i l d h o o d f rom the t i m e 
•of the mar ty r s , C h a p h e k a r ' s s a l l y a t the B r i t i s h , m y hear ts 
^strings** a n d l a t e r on m y whole l i fe was ded i ca t ed to t h a t 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t y . A s such m y l i f e -h i s to ry i t s e l f became 
•an ex tens ive chap te r i n the w a r of l i b e r a t i o n aga ins t the 
JEng l i sh . N a t u r a l l y , wha tever m i g h t be sa id about these 
ina t ion-wide p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g th i s pe r iod , f rom the 
p o i n t o f v i ew o f H i n d u t w a , has a l r e a d y appeared i n the 
w r i t t e n p a r t o f m y ' A u t o b i o g r a p h y ' or w i l l pe rhaps i n the 
•one w h i c h m i g h t be w r i t t e n hereafter . A s such even when I 
•was i n m y teens I began to come i n closer contacts w i t h 
•almost a l l the e lder r e p u t e d leaders o f I n d i a i n respect o f 
t h i s independence movement . 

1123. W h e n I h a d been to E n g l a n d i n m y v e r y y o u n g 
•days I h a d come i n contact w i t h the eldest o f the I n d i a n 
p o l i t i c i a n s of the t ime and the ear l ies t founder of the l o y a l i s t 
p o l i t i c a l f ron t , name ly D a d a b h a i N a w r o j i , i n h i s e igh t i e s . 
W h y , there m y r o v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y h a d to cross swords w i t h 
h i s B r i t i s h - l o y a l i s t p a r t y i n our tug-of-war for the leadersh ip 

•of I n d i a n p o l i t i c a l movemen t i n England**. N e x t to h i m I h a d 
•developed i n E n g l a n d i t s e l f closer re la t ions w i t h the respected 
s t a u n c h B e n g a l i f reedom fighters f rom amongs t those be long
i n g to the genera t ion f o l l o w i n g t h a t o f D a d a b h a i N a w r o j i , 
l i k e the l a te Shree S u r e n d r a n a t h Banner jee , R o m e s h c h a n d r a 
D a t t a a n d others**. W i t h most o f the younger leaders o f the 
same p e r i o d be long ing to the s t aunch n a t i o n a l i s t p a r t y 
fighting v e h e m e n t l y aga ins t the l o y a l i s t f ron t I h a d deve
l o p e d persona l f r i endsh ip a n d ideo log i ca l k i n s h i p . W i t h 
the ac t ive p o l i t i c a l workers f rom P a n d i t S h y a m j i K r i s h a n 
V a r m a , L a l a L a j p a t R a i , B i p i n c h a n d r a P a l , R i g h t H o n o u r a b l e 
•Gokhale a n d such other a l l - I n d i a figures to h u n d r e d s o f the 
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leaders be long ing to different p rov inces , I b a d e i ther deve

loped f r i e n d l y t ies o r h a d to fight p o l i t i c a l ba t t les on m a n y 

occas ions . L o k m a n y a T i l a k , S h i v r a m p a n t Pa ran jpe , S h r e e 

m a n t D a d a r a o K h a p a r d e , D r . M o o n j e a n d o ther M a h a r a s h -

t r i a n leaders o f t h a t l i n e were i n d i v i d u a l l y so c lose ly 

a c q u a i n t e d w i t h me t h a t some o f t h e m a n d the s taunchi 

n a t i o n a l i s t leaders f r o m o ther p rov inces , t o o , bes towed 

p a r e n t a l affect ion o n me*'. F o r example w h i l e B i p i n c h a n d r a 

P a l was i n E n g l a n d , I was s t a y i n g w i t h h i m for some t i m e i n 

c o m p a n y w i t h h i s son, N i r a n j a n P a l * ' . B i p i n B a b u h i m s e l f 

h a d more t h a n once cooked fish a n d flesh i n the B e n g a l i 

s t y l e a n d h a d se rved them to me w i t h grea t i m p o r t u n i t y a n d 

h a d added to h i s m o r a l c r ed i t the mer i t o r i ous ac t o f p o l l u t i n g 

a s t r i c t l y vege t a r i an M a h a r a s h t r i a n B r a h m i n l i k e myse l f . 

W i t h the future exponen t o f the ' non -v io l en t t ruth-assert ion '^ 

(Sa tyagrah) , ' non-coopera t ion m o v e m e n t ' who l a t e r o n c a m e 

to be w i d e l y k n o w n as M a h a t m a j i — I happened to be c lo se ly 

a c q u a i n t e d i n a f r i e n d l y w a y when he h a d come t o E n g l a n d 

where he was t hen k n o w n s i m p l y as B a r r i s t e r G a n d h i * ' a n d 

thereafter t h r o u g h o u t ou r l ives we came together a n d m a n y 

t imes i n c o n f l i c t — i n the p o l i t i c a l a rena i n I n d i a . A n d m y 

re la t ions w i t h a r m e d r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y i n I n d i a are too-

w e l l - k n o w n to be r ecoun ted here ! T h e A l l - I n d i a l eadersh ip ' 

o f the p o s t - C h a p h e k a r r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t i e s h a d b y chance 

d e v o l v e d o n me at least i n the beg inn ing—fi rs t i n M a h a r a s h t r a 

a n d thereafter i n E n g l a n d " . N e e d i t be t o l d t h a t I h a d 

deve loped v e r y close acqua in tance w i t h thousands o f b r a v e 

m a r t y r s a n d ga l l an t fighters o f t h a t p a r t y ? S h y a m j i K r i s h a n 

V a r m a , M a d a m C a m a , B a r r i s t e r R a n a a n d m a n y o the r e lde r 

a n d eminen t pe rsona l i t i e s were among those who w e r e 

c o n v e r t e d to our r e v o l u t i o n a r y views t h r o u g h m y propaganda, 

a n d guidance*!. T h u s I h a d v e r y close contac t s a n d pe rsona l 

f r i endsh ip w i t h v a r i o u s grea t pe r sona l i t i e s f rom a l l o v e r 

I n d i a . T o the thousands of members o f m y r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

secret soc ie ty , the A b h i n a v B h a r a t Samas tha , r i g h t f r o m i t s 

o r i g i n a l nuc leus a t N a s i k a n d B h a g u r to i t s i n n u m e r a b l e 

branches i n m a n y fore ign count r i es I h a d m y s e l f a d m i n i s t e r e d 
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the o a t h o f a l legiance i n person. The m a r t y r M a d a n l a l 

D h i n g r a , L a l a H a r d a y a l , B h a i P a r m a n a n d j i , C h a t t o p a d h y a y a , 

S e n a p a t i B a p a t , the great h i s to r i an , D r . J a y a s w a l , T i r u m a -

l a c h a r y a , ' R i s h i ' A i y a r — h o w m a n y names can one recount ? 

Therea f t e r when 1 was sent to the A n d a m a n s on t r anspor 

t a t i o n for l i fe I h a d the company o f P u l i n B i h a r i d a s , the 

C h i e f o f the A n u s h i l a n S a m i t i , B a r i n d r a G h o s h o f Y u g a n t a r 

S a m i t i , U p e n d r a n a t h Banner jee , A s h u t o s h L a h i r i , H e m c h a n -

d r a d a s a n d other B e n g a l i r e v o l u t i o n a r y conspi ra tors , as 

f e l l o w - c o n v i c t s " . N e a r l y a h u n d r e d or more S i k h a n d n o n -

S i k h r evo lu t iona r i e s o f the G a d a r P a r t y a n d other societ ies 

who were o r i g i n a l l y sentenced to dea th bu t whose sentence 

was , l a te r o n , commuted to depo r t a t i on also came a long 

w i t h us to the A n d a m a n s to serve t he i r terms and s t a y e d 

t h e r e w i t h us suffering unbearab le innumerab le hardsh ips a n d 

t o r t u r e for years together for the sacred cause o f the l i be r a 

t i o n o f ou r m o t h e r l a n d . Subsequent to m y release f rom the 

A n d a m a n s I aga in came i n t o ve ry i n t i m a t e contac t w i t h the 

m i l l i o n s o f the avowed be l ievers i n H i n d u t w a i n the great 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l movemen t for the s o l i d a r i t y o f the H i n d u s as 

a s t aunch o p p o s i t i o n to the f ana t i c M u s l i m act ivioies w h i c h 

was a n a t u r a l concomi t an t to the armed r e v o l u t i o n a r y w o r k 

aga ins t the B r i t i s h . F o r w a n t o f space i t is imposs ib le even 

t o men t ion the i r names ! B u t a spec i a l request has to be made 

ju s t here les t the o m i s s i o n o f the i r names m i g h t be mi s 

unde r s tood to be due to t h e i r w o r k being less i m p o r t a n t i n 

•comparison to t ha t o f the others whose names are here in 

m e n t i o n e d . 

1124. E v e r since the s ix t een th yea r o f m y l i fe—the 

t i m e when I began to t a k e p a r t i n p o l i t i c s — I have been 

p e r s o n a l l y a n d c losely connected—at t imes as a vehement 

a d v e r s a r y — w i t h a l l the above men t ioned four phases of 

I n d i a n p o l i t i c a l l i fe—the L o y a l i s t s , the non-v io l en t bu t 

vehemen t ly n a t i o n a l i s t i c , the r evo lu t ion i s t a n d finally the 

H i n d u i s t i c — s u b s e q u e n t to the defeat i n the war o f Indepen

dence of 1857. A s such the c o m p i l a t i o n a n d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

f rom the H i n d u s t a n d p o i n t o f the h i s t o r y o f the pe r iod has 
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been f u l l y done i n m y w r i t i n g s a n d speeches made o n every-

occas ion d u r i n g these fifty o r s i x t y yeiars. N o w I d o n ' t t h i n k : 

i t necessary for me to a d d even a s ingle w o r d to the published^ 

w o r k of mine r u n n i n g t o abou t seven to e igh t t h o u s a n d p r i n 

t e d pages i n the f o r m o f books or o therwise , l e a v i n g aside-

hundreds o f m y speeches, i n t e r v i e w s , a r t i c l e s a n d the wr i t t en -

w o r k tha t is now los t b e y o n d recovery a n d now a t t h i s age—-

the e i g h t i e t h yea r o f m y l i f e — w h e n I a m conf ined to b e d I 

have n o t the p h y s i c a l s t r e n g t h left i n me to go o n r e p e a t i n g : 

i t once a ga i n ! 

C O N C L U S I O N 

1125. D u r i n g th i s ceaseless a n d relent less w a r w i t h the-

B r i t i s h w h i c h I n d i a h a d ca r r i ed o n so cons i s t en t ly and so 

r e so lu te ly w i t h v i o l e n t a n d n o n - v i o l e n t means for more t h a n a 

h u n d r e d years f r o m i t s first v o l c a n i c e r u p t i o n i n 1857 t o the 

y e a r 1946—when the second W o r l d W a r h a d come to a n e n d -

i n order t ha t i t m i g h t free i t s e l f f r o m the t y r a n n i c a l bonds o f 

B r i t i s h s l a v e r y , our H i n d u n a t i o n u l t i m a t e l y go t the go lden 

o p p o r t u n i t y of a c h i e v i n g the greatest success as the war -

d rums began to t hunde r a n d r e n d the E u r o p e a n skies !! 

1126. I f we have rece ived a n y rea l a n d effective help-

f r o m any n a t i o n i t was f rom H i t l e r , the d i c t a t o r o f G e r m a n y 

a n d Gene ra l T o j o , the m i l i t a n t leader o f the Japanese ! I t ife 

these count r ies , G e r m a n y and J a p a n , w h i c h gave s u b s t a n t i a l 

he lp i n up- to-da te a rms a n d a m m u n i t i o n for the a r m y , n a v y 

a n d a i r force to the r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y f rom the v e r y beg in 

n i n g , t h a t is f rom the v i o l e n t a g i t a t i o n i n E u r o p e b y the-

A b h i n a v a B h a r a t S a m s t h a " t o the d e c l a r a t i o n of war agair .st 

the B r i t i s h b y N e t a j i Subhas C h a n d r a B o s e i n the second. 

W o r l d W a r . T h a t is w h y a n a r m y o f h a r d l y f o r t y to fifty 

t h o u s a n d s t rong cou ld r ise i n r e v o l t aga ins t the B r i t i s h near-

M a l a y a a n d S ingapore and c o u l d m a r c h aga ins t I n d i a unde r 

N e t a j i Subhashbabu to free i t w i t h the w a r - c r y 'Ch'alo-

D e l h i " ' * . A t the same t i m e the B r i t i s h came to k n o w t h a t i n 

I n d i a too the I n d i a n a r m y , n a v y a n d a i r force under the 

B r i t i s h h a d ha t ched out a consp i r acy to go i n for a r e v o l u -
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t i o n a r y war o f i ndependence" . O f the I n d i a n c i t izens 

m i l l i o n s were ju s t w a i t i n g to raise a s t anda rd o f r e v o l t 

aga ins t the B r i t i s h . Some h a d gone unde rg round a n d begun 

subvers ive a c t i v i t i e s , w h i l e others open ly r a ided the B r i t i s h 

a rmour ies i n surpr i se a t t acks a n d sacked them t h o r o u g h l y ; 

o thers s t i l l , s t a r t ed p r o t o t y p e governments a n d roo t ed o u t 

the B r i t i s h con t ro l over those p a r t i c u l a r regions . T h u s 

harassed on a l l sides a n d pa ra ly sed b y incessant fighting i n 

the two w o r l d wars i n E u r o p e , the c r i p p l e d a n d m u t i l a t e d 

B r i t i s h power los t i t s h o l d on I n d i a . The E n g l i s h peop le h a d 

l o s t the v i g o u r a n d s t rength needed to h o l d the empi re i n 

fee ! A t l a s t i n 1947 the B r i t i s h V i c e r o y began t a l k s w i t h t h e 

I n d i a n leaders s a y i n g t h a t t h e y w o u l d recognize I n d i a n 

independence a n d leave i t a n d go back '*. 

1127. O f course, the B r i t i s h n a t u r a l l y recognized those 

p o l i t i c a l par t ies alone as the leaders o f I n d i a t h a t were 

o r i g i n a l l y l a b o u r i n g under misconcept ions a n d de lus ion as 

regards the i r p o l i t i c a l theories , were genera l ly chicken-hear ted 

a n d p r o - B r i t i s h o n the whole , f r ightened of the M u s l i m s a n d 

s t i l l v e r y eager to have a n y h o w , b y fa i r means or f o u l , w h a t 

ever l i t t l e p o l i t i c a l power t hey could grab, and w i t h t hem 

a l o n e t hey c a r r i e d o u t a l l t he i r t a l k s o n the transfer o f 

p o w e r " ! These par t ies , too , no doubt , were p a t r i o t i c i n 

t h e i r ac t ions ; they , too , had laboured for the cause o f f reedom 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y a n d n o n - v i o l e n t l y . 

1128. B u t the B r i t i s h h a d l a id d o w n one c ra f ty a n d f a r 

more dangerous c o n d i t i o n . The B r i t i s h s ta tesmen ins i s t ed 

t h a t I n d i a be v i v i s e c t e d i n t o two because they w a n t e d to re

w a r d those M u s l i m s who h a d cons is ten t ly a n d t reacherous ly 

he lped the B r i t i s h t h roughou t the I n d i a n W a r of L i b e r a t i o n 

ever since 1857, a n d who demanded a uni f ied s ta te o f t h e 

M u s l i m - m a j o r i t y p rov inces cu t ou t f rom the rest o f I n d i a , a s 

a p r i ce for t h a t h e l p . T h e B r i t i s h s ta tesmen conceded t o 

th i s a n t i - H i n d u , h i g h l y perfidious and a n t i - n a t i o n a l d e m a n d 

o f the M u s l i m s w i t h a s t i l l deeper and more s in i s te r m o t i v e 

o f c rea t ing an eve r l a s t i ng enemy for the H i n d u n a t i o n " . 

1129. T h i s ins is tence o f the B r i t i s h was b a s i c a l l y t h e 
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M u s l i m d e m a n d f o r a separa te sovere ign s ta te ove r the 
M u s l i m - m a j o r i t y p rov inces , w h i c h h a d been s u p p o r t e d qu i t e 
v e h e m e n t l y b y a l l the M u s l i m s i n I n d i a . B u t a l l t h e H i n d u s 
i n I n d i a , s t r o n g l y enough, d i d n o t oppose t h i s M u s l i m 
d e m a n d f o r a P a k i s t a n so v e h e m e n t l y ! W i t h o n l y one excep
t i o n , a l l the p o l i t i c a l pa r t i e s i n I n d i a were for g r a n t i n g the 
M u s l i m s P a k i s t a n , a n d e n d i n g the s t r i fe for e v e r " . I t m e a n t 
t h a t the who le o f the P u n j a b a n d the B e n g a l s h o u l d be ceded 
t o Pak i s t an*" . O v e r a n d above t h i s the M u s l i m s d e m a n d e d 
a c o r r i d o r t o connec t t h e i r t w o M u s l i m states o f the P u n j a b 
a n d the B e n g a l , a s t r i p o f l a n d r i g h t f r o m the P u n j a b t o 
B e n g a l t h r o u g h the hea r t o f N o r t h I n d i a !! 

1130. T h e o n l y p a r t y w h i c h s t a u n c h l y a n d cons i s t en t ly 
opposed t h e s e M u s l i m demands th roughou t I n d i a was a v o w e d l y 
a p r o - H i n d u p a r t y ! U n d e r the leadersh ip o f the H i n d u M a h a -
sabha these H i n d u s s t a r t e d an a l l - I n d i a a g i t a t i o n aga ins t the 
v i v i s e c t i o n o f I n d i a , a n d p ro t e s t ed aga ins t i t as b i t t e r l y as 
p o s s i b l e " . T h e a n t i - H i n d u elements , the M u s l i m s , the B r i t i s h 
G o v e r n m e n t , a l l persecu ted t h e m , t o r t u r e d t h e m , l o c k e d t h e m 
up i n p r i sons , shed the H i n d u b l o o d a t v a r i o u s p laces , to 
c r u s h th i s great a g i t a t i o n a l movemen t o f the Hindus** . B u t 
t h r o u g h o u t the whole o f I n d i a these a v o w e d p r o - H i n d u 
( H i n d u t w a - n i s h t a s ) faced b o l d l y a l l the a t roc i t i e s o f the 
enemies, even w h e n t h e y were i n a m i n o r i t y . T h e y even d i d 
not r e f r a i n f rom aveng ing the s p i l l i n g o f H i n d u b l o o d b y 
s h e d d i n g the enemy b lood a n d b y behead ing those w h o 
p r o v e d t reacherous to the H i n d u cause ! 

1131. F o r t u n a t e l y th i s r e t a l i a t i o n b y the l o y a l H i n d u s , 
d o n e a t the r i s k o f t h e i r l i v e s , d i d no t p r o v e qu i te fu t i l e . 
F o r a l t h o u g h the B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t dec ided much aga ins t 
o u r wishes to p a r t i t i o n I n d i a , t h e y h a d to concede to the 
leas t o f ou r demands t h a t i n s t ead o f g i v i n g over the whole o f 
the P u n j a b a n d B e n g a l to t h e M u s l i m s , as per t he i r d e m a n d , 
o n l y the M u s l i m - m a j o r i t y p a r t o f those p r o v i n c e s s h o u l d be 
i n c l u d e d i n P a k i s t a n w h i l e the rest o f the P u n j a b a n d B e n g a l 
w i t h H i n d u m a j o r i t y s h o u l d be j o i n e d to I n d i a as E a s t e r n 
P u n j a b a n d W e s t B e n g a l . The d e m a n d o f the l o y a l H i n d u s 
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( H i n d u t w a - n i s h t a s ) ' L e t us v i v i s e c t the i r proposed P a k i s t a n 
before t h e y v i v i s e c t our Hindus tan '** , thus p r o v e d successful . 
A n d as fo r the more dangerous M u s l i m demand for a c o r r i d o r 
— a passage t h r o u g h n o r t h I n d i a to j o i n the P u n j a b a n d the 
•Bengal—not a w o r d was ever spoken nor cons idered d u r i n g 
these t a l k s o f the t ransfer o f power m a i n l y because o f the 
b i t t e res t o p p o s i t i o n o f these ' l o y a l ' H i n d u s ! 

1132. A n d when d u r i n g the elect ions for the c e n t r a l 
a n d p r o v i n c i a l leg is la tures o f I n d i a the m a j o r i t y o f the I n d i a n 
vo te r s e lec ted those v e r y candidates a n d par t ies who gave 
t h e i r consent to create P a k i s t a n , they p r o v e d themselves to 
i)e the greatest s inners , responsible for the hor r ib le n a t i o n a l 
•crime o f e t e rna l l y h a r m i n g the u n d i v i d e d I n d i a ! 

1133. A g a i n , the ' l o y a l H i n d u s ' k n e w i n t he i r hear t o f 
hea r t s tha t th i s crea t ion o f P a k i s t a n was the neces.=;ary conse
quence o f the great s ins o f cher ish ing perver ted concep t ion 
o f v i r t u e s , o f bann ing reconvers ion of the po l lu t ed H i n d u s 
a n d m a n y other such re l ig ious and soc ia l vices i m b i b e d i n us 
f r o m our o l d ancestors . These v e r y a n t i - H i n d u a n d a n t i -
n a t i o n a l pract ices o f the H i n d u s h a d a l r eady crea ted b i g a n d 
s m a l l ' P a k i s t a n s ' i n e v e r y c i t y a n d every v i l l a g e . I t was 
i nev i t ab l e t ha t we h a d to suffer the ho r r i b l e consequences of 
"these ou r soc i a l s ins a n d cr imes. A de ta i l ed d i scuss ion o n 
t h i s p o i n t is a v a i l a b l e i n the foregoing pages, (cf. C h a p t e r 8 
P a r a s 421 to 472) 

1134. W h i l e a l l these momentous movements were g o i n g 
••on i n I n d i a the B r i t i s h Cabine t i tself , after t a k i n g i n t o 
-account the general t r end , t a b l e d a b i l l i n the B r i t i s h P a r l i a 
ment , n a m e d ' Independence o f I n d i a A c t ' , w h i c h was 
u n a n i m o u s l y passed . A c c o r d i n g l y on the 15th o f A u g u s t , 
1947 the B r i t i s h Governor -Gene ra l i n D e l h i dec la red , a t las t , 
-with the consent o f the e lec ted representat ives o f I n d i a , t ha t 
t h e B r i t i s h n a t i o n was on t h a t d a y l i b e r a t i n g I n d i a f rom 
t h e i r i m p e r i a l d o m i n a t i o n a n d m a k i n g i t p o l i t i c a l l y free, 
t ha t o f the M u s h m m a j o r i t y d i s t r i c t s o f W e s t Pun jab a n d 
E a s t B e n g a l separate independent M u s l i m S ta te , c a l l e d 
' P a k i s t a n ' w o u l d be created. W h i l e the rest o f I n d i a w o u l d 
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be founded as an independen t I n d i a n S ta t e **!!! 
1135. T h u s was I n d i a l i b e r a t e d f rom the d o m i n a t i o n o f 

the B r i t i s h E m p i r e a n d t h i s g rea t I n d i a n r e p u b l i c was 
e s t ab l i shed ! T h e p r a c t i c a l p o l i t i c i a n s amongs t the ' l o y a l 
H i n d u s ' sat isf ied themselves w i t h the t h o u g h t t h a t u n d e r 
the present c i rcumstances w h a t e v e r was o b t a i n e d was no t 
meagre ! T h o u g h n o t the w h o l e o f B h a r a t a t l ea s t three-
four ths o f i t was l i b e r a t e d i n an u n d i v i d e d s ta te ! Q u i t e a 
great b o o n i n d e e d ! A f t e r a b o u t a t h o u s a n d yea r s a grea t 
new age o f n a t i o n a l i m p o r t a n c e has d a w n e d i n the h i s t o r y o f 
the H i n d u s . A s such the r e a l s t r a tegy for the H i n d u s f r o m 
the p o i n t o f v i e w o f t h e i r o w n benefit and the greater g l o r y 
o f H i n d u t w a is first to m a k e the n e w l y w o n B h a r a t w h o l l y 
t h e i r o w n . T h e f ragments t h a t were left i n t h e f o r e i g n hands 
c o u l d be a t t e n d e d to l a t e r o n ! , 

1136. I m m e d i a t e l y the B r i t i s h U n i o n J a c k w h i c h h a d 
been fluttering p r o u d l y over the R e d F o r t i n D e l h i — o v e r the 
hear t o f I n d i a as i t were—for the l a s t h u n d r e d or a hundred , 
a n d fifty years w i t h ove rbea r ing i m p e r i a l haught iness , was 
p u l l e d d o w n a n d i n i t s p lace was ho i s t ed a m i d s t t u m u l t u o u s 
applause a n d the deafening cries o f ' H a i l , I n d i a n Indepen
dence, a l l H a i l to thee !' the t r i - c o l o u r e d flag o f the i ndepen 
den t , sovere ign G o v e r n m e n t o f I n d i a , w i t h the ' S u d a r s h a n ' 
wheel i m p r i n t e d o n i t ! 

1137. F r o m the W e s t e r n Seas came the B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l 
power m a r c h i n g o n us w i t h the supe rc i l i ous v a n i t y t h a t w i t h 
the s w o r d alone t h e y w o u l d conquer empi res a n d w i t h the 
s w o r d a lone w o u l d t hey r u n them; a n d s t r a i g h t a w a y i t 
c h m b e d the I n d i a n i m p e r i a l t h rone o f D e l h i . B u t a t l a s t 
f r o m the v e r y same th rone of D e l h i was i t d ragged d o w n , i t s 
v a u n t i n g s w o r d be ing cu t to pieces ! T o the shores o f the 
v e r y same W e s t e r n Seas i t was d r i v e n b a c k a n d was u l t i m a t e l y 
submerged i n t o the v e r y same W e s t e r n Seas ! T h e l a s t 
defeated B r i t i s h so ld i e r , we saw w i t h o u r o w n eyes g o i n g 
b a c k to the same W e s t e r n Seas w i t h h is head h u n g d o w n a n d 
b a c k towards us. 

1138. T h u s o f a l l the fore ign aggressions o v e r I n d i a , 
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tha t t ook p lace d u r i n g the l a s t t w o thousand years> the 

greatest and migh t i e s t one—the s i x t h i n o rder—tha t o f the 

B r i t i s h was i n the end u t t e r l y defeated b y I n d i a a n d i t s 

p o l i t i c a l d o m i n a t i o n crushed to pieces I 

1139. T h u s d i sappeared the m i g h t y E n g l i s h empire 1 

A n d when i t d i d d isappear , i t d i d so, so v e r y s u d d e n l y a n d 

speed i ly , so v e r y comple te ly , tha t the transfer o f the empire 

—ins t ead o f appea r ing to be the transfer o f power—appeared 

to be a change o f d ream. T i l l bu t yes te rday no t a s t r a w 

m o v e d i n I n d i a w i t h o u t express orders f rom the E n g l i s h 1 B u t 

t o d a y ! N o t an E n g l i s h Officer is to be found i n I n d i a . 

1140. T h i s v i c t o r y over the E n g l i s h w h i c h deserves th& 

C o m m e m o r a t i o n b y A Horse-Sacr i f i ce is T H E S I X T H O F 
T H E G L O R I O U S H I N D U V I C T O R I E S over fo re ign 

aggressors ! 

X -





Books Referred 

C H A P T E R I 

1. M R K - A H I . p . 24. S i n g h a l : S p h i n z : p . v i i B a r n e t -
A n t i - I ; S m i t h : E H I . p . 28 . 

2. (i) D r . H a r e K r i s h n a Mahe tab : H . 0 . V o l . I , P p 13-14. 
•( i i> S i n g h a l : S p h i n x , p . 11; S m i t h — E H I . p . 12. 

G o k h a l e : S G V p . 94. 
3 . S i n g h a l : S p h i n x , p . 11. S m i t h — E H I . p . 30. G o k h a l e 

S G p . 94 
4. G o k h a l e — B & A p . 127; S m i t h — E H I p . 12; M o o k e r j i ; 

— C M T p . 1-3. R a y — D H N I (p. x x x i — x x x i i ) 
•6. (i) G r e e k wr i t e r s l i k e K t e s i a s , H e r o d o t u s , A r r i a n , 

P t o l e m y , Qu in tus C u r t i s t Ru fus , P l u t a r c h , P l i n y 
etc . cf. M ' C r i n d l e : 1 .1 . A . & h i s A . I . 

( i i) A c c o u n t s o f Chinese t r ave l l e r s : Ssu-ma-Chen. 
(100 B C ) P a - h i e n (399 A D ) , H i u e n T s a n g — ( A D 629-
645) ete. 

( i i i ) S m i t h — E H I . p . 95 . 
6. (i) H . G . W e l l s — O H . p . 784; p . 288; p . 426 . 

( i i ) T a b l e V (T ime o f Troub les ) i n A . J . Toynbee ' s : S H 
a b r i d g e d b y D . C . S o m e r v e l l (1954) 

7. C P . F i t z e r a l d — C h i n a (1961) p.176. p . l 6 2 , Pp .139 .140 . . 
p . l 6 5 . 

8. H . G . W e l l s — O H p . 505. 
9 . H . G . W e l l s — O H p . 707; 720. 

10 . D r . B . R . A m b e d k a r — A n n i h i l a t i o n of Caste (1936) p .34 . 
1 1 . M R K - A H I . p . 66; S m i t h — E H I . p . 67; M a r s h a l l — T a x i l a , 

V . l .p . 17. 



478 

1 2 . H . G . W e l l s — O H . p . 288 a n d 426. 
1 3 . H . G . W e l l s — O H . p . 313; P p . 294-295. p . 321 . , p . 297 . 
14. H . G . W e l l s — O H . p . 346. p p . 349-360. 
15. H . G . W e l l s — O H . p . 350. 

16. H . G . W e l l s — O H . p - 354, 
17. H . G . W e l l s — O H . p . 356. 
18. H . G . W e l l s — O H . p . 361 . M R K - A H I . p . 65 . 
19. H . G . W e l l s - O H . p . 361 . M R K - A H I . p . 65 . 
20 . W . W . T A R N — A l e x a n d e r the G r e a t . V . l . (1948) p . 83. 

P l u t a r c h — A l e x a n d e r L X V E . M ' C r i n d l e — H A p . 316. 
2 1 . (i) ' A l e x a n d e r s ' D e i f i c a t i o n — A p p e n d i x 22 i n W . W . 

T A R N ' S A l e x a n d e r the G r e a t , V J I , (1953). 
P p . 347-373. 

(ii) P h i l o s o p h e r Oal l i s thenes was the origi]}e.tor p f tjbjs 
m y t h ' . T A R N — A l e x . V J . A p p e n d i x 221 , p . 77 . 

2 2 . S m i t h — E H I . p . 126. W . W . T A R N — A l e x , V . L (1948) 
p . 66. 

2 3 . M . A . R a h i m — H i s t o r y o f the Afghans i n I nd i a , ( A D 1546-

1631) p . 28 . 

H a r B i l a s S a r d a ^ H i n d u S u p e r i o r i t y (1906) p . 6. 
M o o k e r j i — C M T p , 280; A - L . S h r i v a s t a v a - r - S D p . 3Q f n , i . 

3 4 . ' K u b h a , the V e d i e n a m e for the K a b u l r i v e r ' , J a y a s w a l : 
H P p . 121. 

2 5 . J . W . M ' C r i n d l e : A n c i e n t I n d i a as de sc r ibed i n C l a s s i c a l 
L i t e r a t u r e , p . 150 n 3. 
E l p h i n s t o n e : H i s t o r y o f I n d i a P p . 331-336-

2 6 . J ayaswa] : H P . p . 114. 
27 . J a y a s w a l — H P P- 67. P l u t a r c h : A l e x a n d e r — L X . 

M ' C r i n d l e — I I A . p . 308 . 
2 8 . J a y a s w a l — H P . p . 1 2 0 — S m i t h — E H I . p . 3 5 . 
29 . S m i t h — E H I . P p . 6 5 - 5 6 . J a y a s w a l — H P . P p . 120-1^1 

M ' C r i n d l e — I I A . P p . 80-82. ( A r r i a n ' s A n a b a s i s — V 
C h I I . ) 

f fm sTfTT?: I <T#3r5f)f: T^mi 'sir I V 1-4 on P. 4.1-17Q 
30 . J a y a s w a l H P . p . 121 . ; S m i t h E H I . p . 6 6 . 
3 1 . S r a i t h E H L p . 6 6 R a p s o n — V . L C h . I ( 1 9 2 2 ) p . 350. 
3 2 . G . G r o t e — H i s t o r y o f G r e e c e — V . I . p . 119, f n . 3 , 69 . 



479 

3 3 . (i) A s h o k ' s R o c k In sc r ip t i ons I I & I I I 

( i i ) : ^ s r m q g ^ T ? ^ ^ ftfrf^ft^tT-w^pr: 5fT??ir 50 (113,40) 
^T fo 50 (45,116) 

( i i i ) ^p^>3r2T^^R#^ ^r^FTt T t n r r ^ 1 wrrmj 

( K 43, 4-12) 
( iv) q > f ^R=^tf srf^^T ^ ^ " t s r r m^x 5 r ^ r : 1 ^ ^ w f ^ r 

(10 ,44) 

(v) f^^m-g^T[T^ q w ^ R ' s r r ^ ^ S T R m^x^ 1 > T m ^ 

(vi) T^TW^cT ( I X - P a r t 4, p 3 ) ; ^TxM^ : 6440 

(v i i ) N a r a i n — I n d o - G r e e k s P 1. A p p , 1. P p . 165-269 

(v i i ) 5fW sa'^i^t fe'c^ft fc^T sqr^T^ira", JT^^R t ftrr: ' i R 
^F^ t s fT^ t i f t ^ ^ r (xiv, 16) 

(ix) J u n a g a d h R o c k I n s c r i p t i o n o f R u d r a d a m a n da t ed 
150 A D ( E p i I n d v i i i ) 

34 . K A N S — A N M . p . 324. p . 108 ; J a y a s w a l : H P . p . 31 . 
M ' C r i n d l e — A I . p . 67n . 

3 4 - A . S m i t h — E H I p . 197 ; K A N S — A N M . p . 2 9 9 . 
3 5 . (i) A l e x a n d e r the Grea t—ment ioned i n the Q u r a n as 

Z u l - Q a r n i a n i.e. " H e o f the two h o r n s " w i t h 
w h i c h he is represented on his co ins . (Surah x v i i i , 
82). H e seems to have been regarded b y M u h a m 
m a d as one inves t ed w i t h a d i v i n e c o m m i s s i o n . 
" V e r i l y we es tab l i shed h is power u p o n e a r t h , " b u t 
commen ta to r s are no t agreed whether to ass ign to 
h i m the p o s i t i o n of a P r o p h e t (Zu l -Qarn ian ) : 
H u g h e s — A D I p 13, 717. 

(ii) S i k a n d a r L o d i , S u l t a n of D e l h i . 

S i k a n d a r S h a h (son o f M u h a m m a d T u g h l a q ) 
S i k a n d a r Shah o f K a s h m i r ( A D 1394-1420) and 
m a n y others . 

{ii i) " H e ( A l a - u d - d i n ) even caused h i m s e l f to be s t y l e d 
S i k a n d a r S a n i (A lexande r the second) i n his coins 
as w e l l as i n p u b l i c p r a y e r s . " K . S . L a i — H i s t o r y 
o f the K h i l j i s p . 90. 

<iv) M R K — A H I : p . 301 n . W r i g h t : Ca ta logue o f the 



480 

C o i n s i n t h e I n d i a n M u s e u m s V o l . 1 1 p . 8. 
(v) D i a l o g u e be tween A l a - u d - d i n and A l a - u l - M u l k 

i n B a r a n i p . 264-271 q u o t e d b y K . S . L a i — H i s . o f 
K h i l j i s . (1950) p . 9 1 . 

(vi) T h e B e d o u i n t h o u g h t t h a t N a p o l e o n was " I s k a n d a r 
come a g a i n . " T A R N — A l e x . V o l . 1. (1948) p . 144. 

(v i i ) S m i t h — O H I . p . 84. 
36 . S m i t h — E H I . (1924) p . 65. 
3 6 - A . S m i t h — E H I . (1924) p . 64 . 
3 7 . S m i t h — E H I . (1924) p . 65; M o o k e r j i — C M T . p . 27; 

M R K — A H I . p . 65 . 

38. G o k h a l e — S G . p . 5 . 
39 . M o o k e r j i — C M T . p . 26 . 
40 . S m i t h - E H I . (1924) p . 66. 
4 1 . S m i t h — E H I . (1924) p . 66. 
4 1 - A . ' S l i p p e r y s la te o f the s u r f a c e ' — S m i t h — E H I . (1924) 

p . 70. 

4 1 - B . S m i t h - E H I . p . 74 . 
4 1 - C . S m i t h - E H I . p . 74. 
42 . M R K — A H I . p . 6 7 . 
43 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 92; C u r t i s i x , 3; D i o d o r u s x v i i , 95 . 
44 . K . P . J a y a s w a l — H i n d u P o l i t y (1955) p . 271 . 

4 5 . P l u t a r c h - A l e x a n d e r - L X V ; M ' C r i n d l e — I I A . p . 315. 
46 . T h e O l d D a n d i n ( D a n d a m i s ) o f T a x i l a , w h e n c a l l e d u p o n 

b y Ones ik ra tes t o present h i m s e l f before A l e x a n d e r , 
the son o f Zeus , mas te r o f the w o r l d , under t h r ea t , ' b u t 
i f y o u refuse (he) w i l l cu t off y o u r head ' , ' c o m p l a c e n t l y 
s m i l e d ' a n d r e p l i e d t h a t he was as m u c h the son of 
Zeus as A l e x a n d e r '—M'Crindle—^Megasthenes—• 

P p . 124-126. 
A r r i a n , V I I , 2 ,3. W . W . T A R N - A l e x . V o l . I I p . 437. 
J a y a s w a l — H P . p . 2 7 1 . 

46- A . M ' C r i n d l e — M a g a s t h e n e s — P p . 124-126. 
47. M ' C r i n d l e — M a g a s t h e n e s — P p . 124-126. 
47- A . M ' C r i n d l e — M a g a s t h e n e s — P p . 124-126. 

48 . W . W . T A R N — A l e x . V o l . I I (1950) p . 53 . 
' A l e x a n d e r k i l l e d 80,000 I n d i a n s o f S a m b o s ' k i n g d o m . 



481 

a n d also so ld m a n y c a p t i v e s ' . ^ C l e i t a r c h u s . 
D i o d o r u s ( X V I I 102,6) has the same s t o r y : no reason 
g i v e n one t o w n r e v o l t e d a t the i n s t i g a t i o n o f 
some B r a h m a n s , a lways i r r econc i l ab l e , a n d 'when A l e x 
ander t o o k the fo r t he pu t the B r a h a m a n s t o dea th . ' 

49. Q u i n t u s C u r t i i i s E u f u s - I X , i v . 
50 . M ' C r i n d l e : A . 1. J a y a s w a l — H P . p . 56. 
5 0 - A . D i o d o r u t X V I I , 91 . 
5 0 - B . " B e a u t y was he ld among them i n the h ighes t 

e s t i m a t i o n " . — D i o d o r u s X V I I , 9 1 . 
" A c c o r d i n g to S t r abbo ( X V , 3 0 ) amongst t hem ' t he 
handsomes t m a n is chosen as k i n g . ' M ' C r i n d l e - A . l . 
p . 38. 

5 0 - C . " A c c o r d i n g to S t r abbo the i n spec t ion was m a d e 
when the c h i l d was two months o l d . " I b i d - n 2 . 

5 1 . (i) " T h e p r o d u c t i o n o f Spa r t i a t e C h i l d r e n was c o n t r o l 
l ed on d r a s t i c a l l y eugenic l i n e s — " T o y n b e e S t H -
[ A b r i d g e d b y D . C . Somervel l -1954] p . 180. 

(ii) P l u t a r c h - L y c u r g u s . Ch X V . 

52. T T T : ^S^^X^\S^^^ I 
C o m p l a i n s L o r d Shree K r i s h n a i n M a h a b h a r a t . 
S h a n t i . 81 , 7 

53,54. K r i s h k a - s r V w : I ^'^?^JTt I ? f t ? w r : I 
^T^sq: I m^TszTt I ^XvfBqj: | P p . 455-56 

5 5 . K . P . J a y a s w a l - H P p . 57. J B O R S X X I I , 59. 
56 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 42 J a y a s w a l - H P . p . 28. 
57. A r r i a n - A n a b a s i s - V x x v i , 3, T r . b y M ' C r i n d l e - I I A . p . 124 

Q . C u r t i u s R u f u s - i x , i i , 1 2 , T r . b y M ' C r i n d l e I I A . P p . 
223-7. 
S m i t h - E H I . p . 79. 

5 8 . (i) T r . b y M ' C r i n d l e I I A . P p . 125-127. 
(ii) Q . C u r t i u s R u f u s - I X , i i i T r . b y M ' C r i n d l e I I A . 

p . 227. 
( i i i ) M ' C r i n d l e - I I A . p . 224. 
(iv) M ' C r i n d l e - I I A . p . 226. 
(v) J a y a s w a l - H P . p . 28. T A R N : A l e x . V . l . p . 98 . 

59 . S m i t h - E H I p . 79 . 



482 . 

60. A r r i a n - A n a b a s i s - V . x x v i i i , M ' C r i n d l e I I A . p . 128. 
6 0 - A . S m i t h - E H I . p . 80, M ' C r i n d l e - I I A . P p . 125-127. 

61 . W . W . T A R N - A l e x . V . I . p . 99 : 
S m i t h - E H I . p . 80, & 116. 

62 . See ^Tf5T?ra: f ^ ^ ^ ^ f t i T ' T A c t I . a lso 
6 3 . S m i t h - O H I . p . 88; h is E H I . P p . 102-3; P p . 109-110. 
6 3 - A . S m i t h - E H I . p . 92. 
64. S m i t h - E H I p . 99 ; D i o d o r u s — x v i i , 98 ; 

J a y a s w a l — H P P p . 68-9 W . W . T A R N — A l e x . V . I . 
p . 102. 

65 . . S m i t h - E H I (1924) p . 101. T A R i S T — A l e x . V o l . 1. (1948) 
p . 102. 

66 . " U n t i l h i s ( A l e x a n d e r ' s ) breast was p i e r c e d b y a n 
a r r o w a n d he f e l l . " S m i t h - E H I p . 101. 

67. M o o k e r ] i - C M T . p . 45 . 
6 7 - A . ' n u m i s m a t i c m e m o r i a l o f the b a t t l e — d e c a d r a c h m i n 

the B r i t i s h M u s e u m . ' S m i t h E H I . (1924) p . 7 5 . 
C u r t i u s - I X , v i i - M ' C r i n d l e - I I A P p . 248-51. 

68 . A r r i a n - A n a b a s i s - V I , i i . 
J a y a s w a l - H P . p . 60. 

69. 6 9 - A . J a y a s w a l - H P . p . 60-
70 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 58. 
70- A . D i o d o r u s S i c u l u s - B i b l i o t h e c a H i s t o r i c a V I I , I x x x i v . 

M ' C r i n d l e I I A . p . 269. 
71 . A r r i a n - A n a b a s i s o f A l e x a n d e r a n d I n d i c a - V I , v 

D i o d o r u s - x v i i , 96 . 
71 - A . M R K - A H I . p . 67. 
71 -B . HTT 3r?rtT?: I "T r̂sr̂ ft I I , 298. 

' B r a c h m a n o i ' — A r r i a n v i , 16. 
' C o u n t r y o f the B r a c h m a n s ' — D i o d o r u s x v i i , c i i i . 
J a y a s w a l - H P . P p . 65-66. 

7 2 . J a y a s w a l - H P . p . 66 M ' C r i n d l e - I I . A . p . 296 
V . 2,104. 

73. M R K — A H I . p . 67. 
74. M R K - A H I . p . 67 . 
75 . M R K - A H I . p . 68. 
76. M R K - A H I . p . 52^ 



4S3 

77 . K A N S — A N M . p . 150. M o o k e r j i - C M T . p . 45 . 
78 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 115. M R K - A H I . p . 68 ; 

G o k h a l e - S G . p . 4. 

79. M R K — A H I . p . 97 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 114. 
80. A r r i a n - y , 2 0 , 7 . M o o k e r j i - C M T . p . 46 . 

T A R N - A l e x . V o l . I . p . 104. 

8 1 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 115. 
81-A. A l e x a n d e r under K a n k ^ s o s - M ' C r i n d l e - I I A . N o t e A . 

p . 331. 
8 1 - B . S m i t h - E H I . p . 122. C H I . V o l . I . p . 471 . 

T A R N - A l e x . V . I I . A p p e n d i x 24. p . 324. . 
T A R N — B a c . p . 46. 
J u s t i n - q u o t e d by M o o k e r j i - C M T . p . 9. 

8 2 . M o o k e r j i - C M T P p . 8-24 ; T h a p a r - A D M . P p . 12-13 
M R K - A H I . p . 98 . 

82- A . M o o k e r j i — C M T . p . 24. G o k h a l e - B & A . p . 129. 
8 2 - B . S m i t h - E H I p . 92. M R K — A H I . p . 97 ; 

M o o k e r j i - C M T : P p . 8-9. 
82 -C . S m i t h — E H I p . 42. M o o k e r j i — C M T . P p . 8-9. 
8 2 - D . S m i t h - E H I . p . 123. J u s t i n — X V , i v . 

8 3 . G o k h a l e - S G . p . 5 . 
8 4 . " P l u t a r c h — L X I I . M o o k e r j i - C M T . P p . 4-5. 

M ' C r i n d l e I I A . p . 311. M R K - A H I . p . 98. 
T h a p a r A D M . p . 16. 

8 5 . K 4 . N S — A N M p . 144. 
8 5 - A . K A N S — A N M p . 144. 

8 5 - B . K A N S — A N M , p . 146. J u s t i n - X V , i v . n -1 . 
M ' C r i n d l e - I I A . p . 327. 

86 . M o o k e r j i - C M T . 367. 
87. M o o k e r j i — C M T . p . 34. 
8 8 . M o o k e r j i - C M T p. 34 ; G o k h a l e - B & A p . 128. 
89 . M o o k e r j i - C M T . A p p . I p . 367. 
9 0 . M o o k e r j i - C M T . [ A p p . I . P p . 366-370. A p p . I I . 

P p . 371-376. 
91 . M o o k e r j i - C M T . p . 36. 
92. R h y s D a v i d s B I . p . 267. 
9 3 . M o o k e r j i - C M T . A p p . I . p . 369. A p p . I I . p . 373. 



4 8 4 

94 . G o k h a l e - S . G . p . 1. ; K A N S — A N M p . 5 . 
S m i f c h - E H I p . 110. M o o k e r j i - C M T . p . 72. 

95 . K A N S — A N M p . 161. 
96. H . G . W e l l s — O H (1931) P p . 370-372, 

97. JT^IlTRcr, ^1^0 63 , 28, 29. 

98. S m i t h E H I p . 124 ; K A N S — A N M p . 166. 
99. K A N S — A N M p . 166. P l u t a r c h : L X I I . 

M ' C r i n d l e - I I A . p . 310. 

100. S m i t h - E H I . p . 126. 
101. C . V . V a i d y a — H M H I V . I . (1921) p . 1 9 1 . V . I I . (1926) 

p . 23 . V . I I I . (1926) p . 401 . A n c i e n t I n d i a b y P t o l e m y -
M ' C r i n d l e : p . 319 : P a n d i t J . N e h r u - D . I . p . 162. 
" A r a c h o s i a , the p r o v i n c e between K a n d a h a r a n d G h a z n i 
was a c t u a l l y ca l l ed ' W h i t e I n d i a ' — G e o r g e W o o d c o c k -
The Greeks i n I n d i a (1966) p . 14. 

102. S m i t h - E H I p . 124. 
103. S m i t h — E H I p . 126 ; " H o p i n g to reconquer A l e x a n d e r ' s 

I n d i a n P r o v i n c e s . " 
S m i t h - O H I (1967) p . 97. 

104. S m i t h - E H I (1924) p . 125. 
106. M R K - A H I p . 104. S m i t h - E H I p . 125 ; 

G o k h a l e - S . G . p . 6. S m i t h - O H I p . 97. 
106. "Se lucos was o b l i g e d to r e t i r e a n d conc lude a h u m i l i a 

t i n g peace . " S m i t h - E H I . p . 125; O H I (1967) p . 97 . 
107. S m i t h - E H I p . 125. 
108. S m i t h - E H I p . 125 . ( A p p . F . p . 158) : O H I . p . 97 . 
109. M R K - A H I , p . 101 . G . W o o d c o c k , Greeks i n I n d i a 

(1966) p . 47. 
110. M R K - A H I P p . 101-102 & S m i t h - E H I p . 125. 

S m i t h — O H I p . 97 ; George W o o d c o c k , Greeks i n I n d i a 
(1966) p . 48 . 

111. S m i t h - E H I . p . 127. K A K S - A N M : p . 201 . a n d 179. 
112. M a h a r a s h t r a B h a t a c h e V i j a y a g e e t - 1 7 S S V . V o l . V I I 

(1965) p . 347. 



C H A P T E R I I 

1. S m i t h - E H I . p . 126 ; M o o k e r j i - C M T . p . 72 . 

2 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 126 a n d 156 ; M R K — A H I . p . 102 
3. R O D - A I H C . p . 184. 
4. A c c o r d i n g to T a r a n a t h he (Bindusara) was a great so ld i e r 

a n d a conqueror a n d ex tended his empire to the sou th o f 
I n d i a ' . G o k h a l e - B & A . p . 131 D i k s h i t a r - M a u r y a n 
P o l i t y p . 54. J a y a s w a l — T h e E m p i r e o f B i n d u s a r a . 
J . B . O . R . S . I I P p . 79-83. 

K A N S — A N M . p . 4 a n d 167. S m i t h - O H I . p . 99. 
5. M R K - A H I . p . 103. 
6 . S m i t h - O H I . p . 117. T h a p a r - A D M p . 27 a n d 32. 

M R K — A H I , p . 103. 
7. M o o k e r j i — C M T P p 304-5. M R K — A H I . p . 84. 

S m i t h - E H I . p . 198. 
P a n d i t J . N e h r u - D I . (1945) p p . 176-177. 

8. 1st R o c k E d i c t : T h a p a r - A D M . p . 150. 
9. S m i t h - E H I . p . 186 ; K A N S — A N M . p . 239. 

M R K - A H I p . 108. 
10. K A N S — A N M . p . 2 3 9 . 
11 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 185. P i l l a r E d i c t o f A s o k a , I V . 

M R K - A H I . p . 122. 
12. M o o k e r j i - C M T . p . 296. 
13. H . G . W e l l s — O H . p . 404. 
14. B h a n d a r k a r — A s o k a . p . 237. R a y c h o u d h a r y — P H A I . 

p . 304, G o k h a l e - B & A p . 144. 
15. M R K - A H I p . 112. 

16. M R K - A H I P p . 128-129. S m i t h - E H I . p . 233. 
M R K - A H I . P p . 106-107. 

17. S S V . V I I . P p . 539-640. 
18. M R K - A H I . p . 112. 



486 

19. M R K - A H I . p . I l l a n d 113. 

20. S t rabbo X I , i . 
2 1 . M R K — A H I . p . 114. H a t h i g u m p h a I n s c r i p t i o n : L 8 

( E I . X X 79-80) 

22 . A c c o r d i n g to some a u t h o r i t i e s , a n d n o t a b l y W . W . 
T A R N , D e m e t r i u s is supposed to have f o r m u l a t e d a 
g i g a n t i c s t ra teg ic p l a n , b igger a n d bet ter t hap a n y o f 
A l e x a n d e r ' s . 

23 . W . W . T A R N : A l e x . V . I . p . 77. A p p . 22. 1. 

24. ? r ^ ? ? 5 r f ^ =̂  5r^ftT??fir^ ^ i 35^5: 5r?WR?cft 
gfgfcST I K a u t i l y a ; Ar thasha t ra : I X , 2 

M o o k e r j i C M T . p . 278. 

25. T T ^ T W ^ , mf'^o 98-100. M o o k e r j i ; C M T . p . 278. 

26. ( i ) s f t t T ^ ^ ^ ^ t g r 2,31 

( i i ) T^T^TRcT, ^^'J^ I, 27-33 and 123,124. 

( i i i ) T^rvTRcT, ^ifJcfo 95,9. 

27. S m i t h - E H I . p . 218. M R K - A H I . p . 116. 

28 . M R K - A H I . p . 116. 
29. S m i t h : O H I . p . 140. C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 46 . 

J a y a s w a l — " D e m i t r i u s , K h a r v e l a and the G a r g a 
S a m h i t a . " 

J B O R S . V . X I V . 1928, P p . 127-128. 
30. C h a t t o p a d h y a y a — E H N I . P p . 6-7. S . B . C h o u d h a r i : 

H u n s , Y a v a n a s a n d K a m b o j a s : ( I H Q . V o l . X X V I . 
p . 121.) 

3 1 . S t e n K o n o w : A c t a O r i e n t a l i a V . 1. p . 12. 

32 . S i v a p r a s a d D a s : G lo r i e s o f A n c i e n t Or i s sa (1964) 
P p . 125-126 ; 133 a n d 135. 

3 3 . R . C . M i t r a : J . A . J . B . P a r t 1. V o l . X I V (1876) 
P p . 386-98. 
B a r n e t - A n t i q u i t i e s o f I n d i a . (1913) p . 117. 

34 . S t r a b b o X I , x i , 1. ; X V , i i , 3. M R K - A H I . p . 117. 
A b h a y a n a n d i wr i t e s on J a i n e n d r a S u t r a I I , 2 , 92. 
J a i n e n d r a V y a k a r a n a w i t h A b h a y a n a n d i ' s M a h a v r i t i 
( P u b l i s h e d b y E . J . Lag rus ) p . 286. 

3 6 i (i) T i i R N . ( G B I . p . 261, 268-9) 



487 

(ii) M a r s h a l l ( T a x i l a V o l . I . p . 33.) 
36. W . W . T A R N — ( G B I . p . 175) a n d M a r s h a l l ( T a x i l a V . 1-

p . 33 , 
37 . B h a r h u t i n s c r i p t i o n ; M R K - A H I . p . 113. 

G o k h a l e — B & A . p . 150. 

38. srf^rar ^^r^^ToTT^^f^icftrT r̂TTfHTTTT'if T'hf 

39. M R K - A H I . p . 113. 
40 . K . P . J a y a s w a l - J B O R S I V . Sep t . 1938 ; 

S m i t h - E H I . p . 208, n 2 . 
4 1 . K A N S - A N M . p . 246. 
42 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 210. 
43 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 210. M R K - A H I . p . 114. 
44. S m i t h - E H I . p . 212 ; M R K - A H I . P p . 113-114. 
45 . M R K - A H I . p . 114. 

46 ? f Jcq-fiT^ msnnT: I 71%?^ H I , 2, 123. V a r t i k 1. 

46. A.. M a l a v i k a g n i m i t r a - A c t V . E n g . T r . b y T a w n e y p . 78. 
47 . N a r a i n : I ndo -Greeks . p . 10 a n d also 164. 
48 . P a n d i t J . N e h r u - D . I . (1956) p . 140. 
49 . D i v y a v a d a n a (ed. b y E . B . Cowe l l a n d R A N e i l . 1886) 

T a r a n a t h - H i s t o r y o f B u d d h i s m ( E n g T r . I H Q . V o l . I l l , 
1927). 

C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 12. 
50 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 213. 
6 1 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 37. 



C H A P T E R I I I 

1. ' G u z a n - K u s h a n ' - P . W . T h o m a s . I . A . p . 344 ; 
N a r a i n : I ndo -Greeks . p. 132 a n d 138 ; C h a t t o p a d h y a y a -
E H N I . p . 98. 

2 . S m i t h - O H I . p . 145. C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 98 . 

3 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 49. P . W . T h o m a s - S a k a s t a n a . 
( J . R . A . S . 1906. P p . 181-216 ; 460-4) . 
S m i t h - E H I . P p . 264-5 n 3 . 

4 . E i t z g e r a l d - C h i n a - p . 181; N a r a i n - I n d o - G r e e k s - p . 129 n . 
5 . F i t z e r a l d - C h i n a . p . 175 ; 176. 
6 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . P . 49 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 264. 
7. N a r a i n - I n d o Greeks , p . 1 0 ; M a r s h a l l - T a x i l a V . I . 

p . 44, 55 . 
8. C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - S a k a s . p . 7 ; M a r s h a l l - T a x i l a V . I- P- 44. 
9. S m i t h - E H I . p . 241 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - S a k a s . p . 82 

C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 102. 
10. K F B - I I , p . 209 ; L a n e - P o o l e : M . I n d . p . 5. 

M a j u m d a r - A r a b l . I . p . 28 . 
11 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - S a k a s . p . 82 . 
12. M R K - A H I . p . 115. 
13. C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I , p . 110, 123 ; ' Y o u d h e y a g a n a s y a 

J a y a l i . ' A Ca ta logue o f I n d . C o i n s ' B r . M u s e u m (A . I . ) b y 
J . A l l a n , p . 276. 
' M a l a v a n a m J a y a h ' or ' M a l a v a h n a J a y a — I b i d . p c v . ; 

14. M R K — A H L p . 119. 
15. S m i t h - E H I . p . 293. 
16. M R K - A H I . p . 118 , J . J . M o d i - J . B . B . R A . S . 

V o l . X X I V , (1917)-Pp.591-594. 

17. C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - S a k a s , p . 65 ; C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . 
p . 106. 

18 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - S a k a s . p . 65 ; S m i t h - E H I . p . 221, 308 . 



489 

19. G i r n a r ep igraph of R u d r a d a m a n & K a n h e r i i n s c r i p t i o n . 
S m i t h - E H I . p . 222 , M R K — A H I . p . 115. 

20 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 106 ; S m i t h - E H I . p . 225. 
21. B a n e r j i - D e v e l o p m e n t o f H i n d u I conography . V . I . 

p . 122 f. W h i t e h e a d - P M C . V . I . p . 29. 
22. C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - S a k a s - p . 65. 
23 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 1 0 6 - S m i t h - E H I . p . .225. 
24. S m i t h - E H I . p . 273. 
25. S m i t h - E H I . p . 271 ; M R K - A H I . p . 120. 
2 6 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 82 ; M R K — A H I . p . 121. 
27. S m i t h - E H I . p . 276. 
28. S m i t h - E H I . p . 275-278. 
29. S m i t h - E H I . p . 278 ; C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - S a k a s . p . 27ff. 
30. M R K - A H I . p . 121. S m i t h . O H I . p . 150. 
3 1 . S m i t h - O H I . p . 173. S m i t h - E H I . p . 282 ; M R K — A H I . 

p . 140. 
32 . M R K - A H I . p . 122 ; S m i t h - E H I . P p . 2 8 3 - 2 8 5 . 
3 3 . S m i t h - E H I . P p . 283-285. 
34 . M R K - A H I . p. 122. 
35 . S m i t h E H I . p . 211. 
36 . S m i t h E H I . P p . 281-282. 
37 . S m i t h - E H I . P p . 275-278. 
38 . S m i t h - O H I . p . O H I . p . 149. 
39. M R K - A H I . p . 122. 
40 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 287. 
41 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 288. 
42. S m i t h - E H I . p . 288. 
43 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 288. M a j u m d a r - A l t e k a r The V a k a t a k a -

G u p t a A g e . (A N e w H i s t o r y o f the I n d i a n Peop l e . V o l . 
V I . ) p . 25. J N S I - V o l . V . P p . 111-134. 

44. S m i t h - E H I . P p . 295-96 ; L e v i - L e N e p a l . V o l . I . p . 14. 
I I . p . 153. B a n e r j i - A I G . p . 5. 

45 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . P p . 142-143 ; 
S m i t h - E H I . P p . 295-6. 

46. B a n e r j i - A I G . p . 3 ; S m i t h - E H I . p . 296. 
47. S m i t h - E H I . p . 296. C h a t t o p a d h y a y a . E H N I . p . 144. 



490 

4 8 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 147 ; A U a h a b a d - P r a s a s t i b y 
H a r i s h e n a ; S m i t h . E H I . p . 297. 

49. S m i t h - E H I . p . 298. 
60 . A l l ahabad -P ra . s a s t i b y H a r i s h e n a . 
61 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 299 ; G o k h a l e - S . G . ; P a n d i t J . N e h r u - D . I . 

p . 4 3 . 
62 . B a n e r j i - A . I . G . p . 19 ; G u p t a C o i n s - B M C I C - p . " 2 1 . 

6 3 . B a n e r j i - A I G . p . 23 ; M R K — A H I . Pp .147-148 . 
64. S m i t h - E H I . p . 306 ; M R K - A H I . p . 148 g ives the da te 

as 380 A D . 
65. B a n e r j i - A I G . p . 26 ; M R K - A H I . p . 148. 
66. V i s a k h a d a t t a - ' D e v i C h a n d r a g u p t a ' A c t I I . -The D i a l o g u e 

be tween R a m g u p t a a n d D h r u v a d e v i : T h e Sanjan Plates , 
o f A m o g h a v a r s h a . I . d a t e d 871. A D . 

57 . B a n e r j i - A I G . P p . 21-28. 
68. B a n e r j i - A I G . P p . 27-28. 
69 . B a n e r j i - A I G . p . 27-28. M R K — A H I . p . 148. 

60. s r f t j ^ " T T ^ ^ ^ T f ^ ^TfTq^^i? ^35=^ ' ^ f S ' y ^ : 5r^7ft 
smcnrrfecft i i f ^ ^ f e r i 
S a n k a r a , the commen ta to r makes the reference more 
p o i n t e d . 

J o u r n a l A n d q u e - T o m e . c.c. I l l (1928) P p . 207-208. 
B a n e r j i - A I G . P p . 29-30. S m i t h - E H I . p . 309 ; 
C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - S a k a s p . 178. 

61 . T h e Sa r j an P l a t e s o f A m o g h a v a r s h a . I . (d . A D . 8 7 1 . ) 
V e r s e 48 . E p i I n d . V o l . X V I I . p . 225 . 

62. C h a t t o p a d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 116 ; a lso his Sakas -p . 78. 
M R K - A H I . p . 149. 

63 . S m i t h - E H I . p . 309. 
64. B a n e r j i - A I G . p . 31 ; M R K - A H I . p . 149. 
66. ' P r o m the ev idence o f the coins we l ea rn t ha t C h a n d r a -

G u p t a t o o k the t i t l e o f V i k r a m a d i t y a . ' — C h a t t o p a 
d h y a y a - E H N I . p . 173. ' S a k a r i V i k r a m a d i t y a ' — A l l a n : ; 
C a t . o f I n d . C o i n s . ( B r . M . A . I . ) p . c x x x i . 



491 

M R K - A H I . p . 149. 
66. M R K - A H I . p . 149; C h a t t o p a d h y a y a . E H N I . p . 173. 

67. S m i t h - E H I . p . 14 ; B a n e r j i - A I G . p . 36. 
68. S m i t h - E H I . p . 309; B a n e r j i , A I G . p . 3 1 ; 

M R K - A H I . p . 150. 



C H A P T E R I V 

1. (i) P a n d i t J . N e h r u : T h e D i s c o v e r y o f I n d i a (1945) 
p . 143. 

(ii) M a r s h a l l : T a x i l a I p . 76. 
(i i i) C P . F i t z g e r a l d : C h i n a : p . 176. 

(iv) Benerjee : A I G . p . 48 . 
(v) H . H . W i l l i a m s : H H W . V o l . V I p . 585. 

2. (i) H . G . W e l l s : O H p . 504. 
(ii) H . G . W e l l s : O H p . 1084. 

3 . (i) H . G . W e l l s : O H p . 180. ; p . 506. 

(ii) C P . F i t z g e r a l d : C h i n a (1961) p . 162. 
4. (i) G i b b o n : D e c l i n e & F a l l o f the R E . i i i P p . 430-475. 

(i i) S m i t h : E H I P p . 333-334. 
( i i i ) H . G . W e l l s . O H . P p . 516-18. 

(iv) N . P l a n t & M . J . D r u m m o n d : " O u r W o r l d 
T h r o u g h the A g e s " P p . 153-4. 

5 . (i) H . G . W e l l s : O H . p . 516. 

(ii) N . P l a n t & M . J . D r u m m o n d : " O u r W o r l d T h r o u g h 
T h e A g e s " . P p . 163-4. 
E . A . T h o m p s o n : A H i s t o r y o f A t t i l l a a n d the 
H u n s (1948) p . 94. 

•6. H . G . W i l l i a m s : H i s t o r i a n s ' H i s t , o f the W o r l d : 
V o l . V I p . 585. 

7. (i) H u n (hun) {Lat—Hunni ; f r om Low Latin : H u n n u s , 
Chunus ; OHG. H u n i ; MHG : H u i n e ; German : H u n e , 
H u n n e , H u n n e n . 

ON^: H u ' n a r ; Anglo-Saxon : H u n e , H u n a s . etc.) 
" a barba . r ian" : Chambers 20 th Cen t . D i c t i o n a r y 
(1952) p . 515 . 

— " R u t h l e s s , w a n t o n l y de s t ruc t i ve p e r s o n " :—The 
U n i v e r s a l D i c t i o n a r y of E n g . L a n g . : — H . G . W y l d 
(1964) p . 569 . 



49a 

—"one w a n t o n l y de s t ruc t i ve , a v a n d a l " :—Webs te r ' s 
N e w I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i c t i o n a r y o f E n g . L a n g . (1924). 

— ' b a r b a r i a n , des t royer , savage ' 

N e w E l i z a b e t h a n Reference D i c t i o n a r y : P e t e r 
P i n c h . 
See also—^The O x f o r d E n g l i s h D i c t i o n a r y (1961) 
A N e w E n g l i s h D i c t i o n a r y on H i s t o r i c a l P r i n c i p l e s 
V o l . V (1901)—James A . H . M u r r a y . P p 454-56. 
(derog.) ' A G e r m a n S o l d i e r ' — 

D i c t i o n a r y o f A m e r i c a n S l a n g . H a r o l d W e n t w o r t h . 
(1960) p . 276. 

( i i ) B u r n e l l c i t e d b y M o r s e Stephens A l b u q u e r q u e , 
p . 206. 

( i i i ) S m i t h E H I p . 339-40 fn .3 . 

(iv) H u n — A foreigner (Buh le r : E p i g r a p h i c I n d i a 1,225. 
8. (i) B a n e r j i : A I G . p . 37. 

(ii) S m i t h E H I P p . 316-17. 

9. (i) M R K — A H I p . 150. 
(ii) B a n e r j i A I G p . 36. 

10 . M R K - A H I . p . 150. 
11 . (i) S m i t h E H I p . 327. 

(i i) S m i t h E H I p . 326. 
( i i i ) B a n e r j i A I G . p . 46. 

12. (i) C h a t t o p a d h y a y a : E H N I . p . 181. 

(ii) D . C . S a r k a r : Select Insc . V o l . I . p . 316 n l . 
( i i i ) M a j u m d a r & A l t e k a r : A N e w H i s t , o f I n d . P e o p l e 

V o l . V I . 

1 3 . C h a t t o p a d h y a y a : E H N I . p . 182. 

14. (i) S m i t h E H I . p . 326-27. 
(li) M a j u m d a r - A l t e k a r : V G A . p . 164. 

( i i i ) G u p t a In sc r i p t i ons : P p . 53-55 . 
15. C h a t t o p a d h y a y a : E H N I . p . 177. 

M R K - A H I . p . 150. 

1 6 . S m i t h : E H I . p . 328. 

17 . (i) B a n e r j i : A I G . p . 52. 
(ii) C h a t t o p a d h y a y a : E H N I . p . 181. 

( i i i ) Select Ins : p . 313 & 3 2 1 . 



494 

( iv) M A S I N o . 66, 64. 

(v) E p . I n d . x x v i p . 235 . 

(vi) I H Q x i x p . 119. 

18. (i) B a n e r j i : A I G . p . 42 . 

19. (i) B a n e r j i : A I G . p . 4 9 . 

( i i ) B a n e r j i : A I G . p . 44 . 

20 . (i) S m i t h E H I p . 334 . 

(ii) B a n e r j i A I G p . 46 . 

2 1 . (i) B a n e r j i : A I G p . 48. 

( i i) M a r s h a l l : T a x i l a p . 77. 

22 . M B K ~ A H I P p . 151. 153. 

23 . B a n e r j i : A I G p . 60. 

24 . (i) S m i t h E H I p . 337 . 

(ii) C h a t t o p a d h y a y a : E H N I p . l 9 7 . 

( i i i ) W e l l s : O H p . 579. 

2 5 . N e h r u : D . I . (1956) p . 142. 

26 . (i) S m i t h E H I p . 339. 

(ii) R . C . M a j u m d a r : T h e C l a s s i c a l A g e : H C I P V o l . H I . 

2 7 . (i) D r . R a n d o l p h H o e r n l e . . . g i v e s the sole c r ed i t o f the 

I n d i a n v i c t o r y over the H u n s to Y a s h o d h a r m a r i . . . 

S h a m s - u l - U l m a - D r . J . J . M o d i : J B B R A S V o l . X X I V 

(1917) p . 590. 

( i i ) S m i t h E H I p . 338. 

( i i i ) B a n e r j i A I G p . 56 . 

(iv) N e h r u D . I . (1956) p . 143 . 

2 8 . M R K — A H I p . 151 . 

29 . (i) B e a l R e c o r d s : i . 167. ff 

(ii) N e h r u : D . i . (1956) p . 143. 

30. ?«TT^R?2T^ sr^rrf^f T'Tj^rt srifq-cf ^ r t T i T T ^ i 

31 . N e h r u : D . I . (1956) p . 143. 

3 2 . ( i) N e h r u : D . I . (1956) p . 143. 

(ii) M . A u r e n S t e i n : W h i t e H u n s a n d K i n d r e d T r i b e s 
etc . I . A . ( A p r i l (1965) p . 8 1 . 

33 . (i) S m i t h : E H I p . 337-338. 



495 

(ii) L i f e o f H i u e n T s a n g : E d . S . B e a l . 
B e a l R e c o r d s : I , 167 ff. 

( i i i ) M . A u r e n S t e i n : W h i t e H u n s & K i n d r e d T r i b r s e tc . 
I . A . ( A p r i l 1905) p . 81 . 

34. S m i t h : E H I p . 338. 
3 5 . M R K - A H I p . 154. 
36. (i) S m i t h E H I p . 338. 

(ii) S h a m s - u l - U I m a . D r . J J . M o d i : E a r l y H i s t o r y o f 
the H u n s : J . B . B . R . A . S . V o l . X X I V ^ (1917) p . 590 . 

37 . (i) N e h r u : D . I . (1956) p . 143. 
(ii) M u n s h i : I . G . p . 149. 

38 . M R K - A H I p . 154. 
39. J a y a s w a l H . P . p . 158. 
40. S m i t h : E H I p . 341. 



C H A P T E R V I 

1. (i) A n n i h i l a t i o n o f C a s t e : Speech p a e p a r e d b y D r . 

A m b e d k a r for the A n n u a l Conference o f the J a t - P a t -
T o d a k M a n d a l o f L a h o r e , b u t no t d e l i v e r e d . (1936) 
p . 34. 

(ii) N e h r u - D . I . (1956) P p . 146-47. 

2 . (i) S a r d e s a i - H . A . L — M . R . V o l . I . p . 63 . 
(ii) M a j u m d a r - A r a b I . I . p . 4. 

( i i i ) S m i t h : E . H . I , p . 388 . 
( iv) M u n s h i : I . G . P t . I . , p . 37 : P t . I l l p . 8 6 . 

(v) M a r s h a l l : T a x i l a p . 77. 
(vi ) R a y : D . H . N - I . V o . . I . C h . I I . 

(v i i ) " S a h i k i n g s of A f g h a n i s t a n ( A . D . 883-1026) w h o 
fought M a h m u d of G h a z n a , were B r a h m a n a s " A l -
B e r u n i ' s I n d i a : E d . b y Sachan - I I p . 13. 

( v i i i ) M a j u m d a r : A r a b I . I . p . 11. 
(ix) R a v e r t y : N o t e s on A f g h a n i s t a n : p . 64. 

(x) A f g h a n i s t a n under the H i n d u ru le (c. 430-870 D . A . ) 

A , L . S h r i v a s t a v a ; S. D . P p . 30 ff. 
(xi) S. B e a l : L i f e o f H i u e n T s a n g - P p . 54-72 . 

(xi i ) Thomas W a l t e r s : O n Y u a n Chwang ' s T r a v e l s i n 
I n d i a . V o l . I P p . 122-123, P p . 180-286. V o l . I I . 
P p . 264-266. 

( x i i i ) S h r i v a s t a v a : S D . (1959) p . 31 . 
(x iv ) ( R . C . M a j u m d a r : T h e C l a s s i c a l A g e . p . 165) 
(xv) C. V . V a i d y a : H M H I . V o l . I p . 190. 
(xvi) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I . V o l . I (1921) p . 191. 

(xv i i ) S h r i v a s t a v a : S D . (1959) p . 31 . 
( x v i i i ) S h r i v a s t a v a : S D . (1959) p . 3 0 . 

(x ix) S. B e a l : L i f e o f H i u e n Tsang P p . 54-72. 



497 

T h o m a s W a l t e r s ; O n Y u a n C h w a n g ' s T r a v e l s i n 
I n d i a . V o l . I . P p . 122-123, 180-285. V o l . I I . 264-266. 

3. Sa rdesa i : H A I — M R — V o l . I . p . 334. 

4. S m i t h : E H I p . 341. 
5. T u h f a t u - l - K i r a m a n d a l - B a l a d h u r i quo ted b y M a j u m d a r 

A r a b I I p . 27. P u t u h - u l - B a l d a n o f A l - B a l a d h u r i t r ans 
l a t e d b y P . C . M u r g o t t e n . p . 432 (Between A D 634-644) 

6 . (i) K . P . B . : P a r t I I p . 209. 
( i i ; L a n e - P o o l e : M . I n d p . 5. 

7. (i) R a y : D H N I V o l . I p . 8. 

(ii) A l - B a l a d h u r i ( E l l i o t V o l . I P p . 115-119) 
8. R a y : D H N I V o l . I p . 6 
9. M a j u m d a r : I . I . p . 29 . 

10. (i) M u n s h i : G . G . D . P t . I p . 75 . 

( i i ) ?r# i f % ^ T f ^ v l f W %JTT ̂ sfV 5ft 5Tnf ^ 

' q ^ | ? r ^^H' i f ^ ? r r ^ I % 5 S i f 

: TTsr^^fT^ ERT ffg^Tff ( W 1—1927) f o 250 

(i i i ) E l l i o t : H i s t o r y o f I n d i a ( E D H I : V o l . I , p . 416). 

11 . M a j u m d a r : A r a b I . I . p . 31. 
12. (i) M u n s h i : G . G . D . P t . I p . 75; P t . I l l p . 50 . 

(ii) E l l i o t . V o l . I . p . 490. 
(i i i) T o d : A n n a l s o f R a j p u t a n a : V o l . I p . 75. 
( iv) E n c y c l . M e t r o p o l : V o l . X X I I I p . 780. 
(v) J o u r n . R . Geog . Soc i e ty , V o l . V I I p . 14. 

(vi) M a s s o n : J o u r n e y to K e l d t . P p . 298-355. 

(v i i ) ! f t m : ^TsrjcIT^ qrr ? % | m 1-1927) "Jo 251 5ft?I 

f o 264. 

13. (i) A L . S h r i v a s t a v a : The S u l t a n a t e o f D e l h i (1959). 

p . 15. 
(ii) E l l i o t : H I E D V o l . I - A p p e n d i x p . 434-35. 

( i i i ) L a n e - P o o l e : M . I n d i a P p . 7-8. 

14. Cf . C h . I V . Pa rag raphs 284 a n d 285 . 
15. (i) M a j u m d a r : A r a b I . I . p . 26 . 

(ii) C h a c h a n a m a : p . 91 . 



49S 

(Chacha : P p . 105, 173). 
M a j u m d a r : A r a b I . I . p . 34 F n . 2 . 
A . L . S h r i v a s t a v a : S . D . p . 16, 19.. 
A l - B i l a d h u r i : E l l i o t , V o l . I . Pp . . 121 -122 . 

(i i i) C h a c h n a m a : H I E D : V o l . I . P p . 158-160. 

16. (i) A l B i l a d u r i ; E l l i o t V o l . I p . 122. 
(ii) A l B i l a d u r i : E l l i o t V o l . I p . 121. 

( i i i ) C h a c h n a m a : E l l i o t : H I E D , V o l . I , P p . 158-164. 

17. C h a c h p . 72 a n d 89 ff. . 
B a l a d h u r i p . 219. 
E l l i o t : V o l . I p . 12. F n . 

18. (i) (Chach : p . 105) B a l a d h u r i p . 219. 

(ii) M a j u m d a r : A r a b I . I . p . 36. a lso A p p . B . p . 56 . 
( i i i ) C h a c h n a m a : E l l i o t H I E D . V o l . I . P p . 158-160. 

19. (i) C h a c h n a m a : E l l i o t H I E D V o l . I p . 161. 
(ii) S h r i v a s t a v a : S D (1959) p . 19. 

M R K — A H I : p . 182. 
20 . B a t t l e o f B r a h m a n a b a d - 2 0 t h J u n e , 712 A . D . 

C h a c h n a m a : H I E D V o l . 1. p . 172. 
M a j u m d a r : A r a b I . I . p . 28 . 

21 . ( i ) ?ft?ET: Tr5rg;?rT^ f f e f w (m^ 1-1927) ?<> 253. 

(ii) M a j u m d a r : A r a b I . I . p . 34 . 

22. ( i ) ?ft^T : TT5r5?fT^ if^To (^ti^) 1-1927) "To 252. 

(ii) S h r i v a s t a v a : S D . p . 15. 

( i i i ) C h a c h n a m a - E l l i o t V o l . I p . 156. 
( iv) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I . V o l . I p . 170. 

23 . (i) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I . V o l . I (1921) p . 179. 
(ii) C h a c h n a m a : H I E D . V o l . I . p . 156. 

24 . C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I (1921) p . 179. 
25 . A l B a l a d h u r i , E l l i o t V o l . I P p . 121-122. 

C h a c h n a m a : E l l i o t V o l . I . p . 170. 
M a j u m d a r : A r a b I . I . p . 38. 

8 6 . C h a c h n a m a : E l l i o t V o l . I . p . 170. 
27 . (i) C h a c h n a m a : E l l i o t , V o l . I . p . 171. 

(ii) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I . V o l . I . (1921) p . 180. 
( i i i ) M a j u m d a r : A r a b I . I . p . 38. 
(iv) C h a c h n a m a : H I E D V o l . I . p . 172. 



49§ 

28 . ( i ) : Tr^To fJ%o(?ingr 1-1927) 70 254 ( ^ f ) I 

(ii) B r i g g s : F i r i s h t a : V o i . 4 . p . 410-411. 
( i i i ) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I . V o l . I . p . 182. ' 
( iv) C h a c h n a m a : E l l i o t V o l . I . p . 173. 
(v) M u i r : C h a l i p h a t e p . 362-63. 

(vi) C h a c h n a m a : E l l i o t . V o l . I . P p . 209-211. 

(vii) M i r M a s u m : T a r i k h - i - M a s u m i : E l l i o t V o i . I . 
P p . 437 38. p . 438 P n . 2 . 

2 9 . (i) T i t u s : I . I s l a m p . 10. 
(ii) T i t u s : I . I s l a m : p . 19. 

(i i i) D r . K . M . M u n s h i : I . G . G G D V o l . I l l p . 50 
3 0 . (i) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I V o l . I . P p . 171-172 

(ii) B r i g g s : P i r i s h t a : V o l . I V p . 405. 

( i i i ) ?ftvKT : Trac^cTT^ ^\ f feo (̂ 115 1-1927) 252. 

( iv) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I V o l . I p . 179. 
(v) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I V o l . I p . 181. 

(vi) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I V o l . I p . 182. 
(v i i ) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I V o l . I p . 184. 

(v i i i ) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I V o l . I p . 185. 

(ix) A l B a l a d h u r i : KFB. p . 440). 
T i t u s : I . I s l a m : p . 20. 

(x) A . L . S h r i v a s t a v a : S . D . p . 16. 
3 1 . (i) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I V o l . I p . 183. 

E l l i o t : H I E D V o l . I p . 496 . 
(ii) C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I (1921) V o l . I p . 173. 

( i i i ) S. N . D h a r : T h e ^ A r a b Conquest o f S i n d h — P r o c e e d 
ings o f the I n d i a n H i s t o r y Congress , (1939) 
P p . 849-857. 

A L . S h r i v a s t a v a : S . D . (The Su l t ana t e o f D e l h i , 
(1959) p . 19. 

32 . C h a c h - E . D . V o l . I . p . 173. 
T i t u s : I n d . I s l a m : (1930) p . 10. 

3 3 . (i) J I H A D : " A re l ig ious w a r w i t h those who are u n 
bel ievers i n the m i s s i o n o f M u h a m m a d . 
W h e n t h e inf ide l ' s c o u n t r y is conquer red b y a 
M u s l i m ru le r , i t s i n h a b i t a n t s are offered three 
a l t e rna t ives : 



600 

(i) T h e r e c e p t i o n o f I s l a m . . . 

(i i) T h e p a y m e n t o f p o l l - t a x ( J i zyah) 

( i i i ) D e a t h b y the s w o r d to those w h o w i l l n o t p a y t h e 
p o l l - t a x . S u r a h I X 6,6 
See a l so S n r a h I X , 29 ; S u r a h I V , 76-79. 
(See H i d a y a h , V o l . I I p . 140) 
T h o m a s P a t r i c k H u g h e s : A D i c t i o n a r y o f Islam> 
(1885) p . 243 ff. 

( i i ) T i t u s : I . I s l a m p . 9. 

( i i i ) . . . C a n o n l a w i n I s l a m h o l d s t h a t i t i s i n c u m b e n t o n 
a M u s l i m ru l e r to fight t o e x t e n d the ru le o f I s l a m 
u n t i l the whole w o r l d s h a l l have been b rough t u n d e r 
i t s sway . T h e w o r l d is d i v i d e d i n t o t w o camps , d a r -
u l - I s l a m (abode o f I s lam) a n d d a r - u l - H a r b (abode o f 
W a r ) . A l l coun t r i es come under one ca tegory or the 
o ther . T e c h n i c a l l y i t i s the d u t y o f the M u s l i m ru le r , 
who is capable o f d o i n g so, to t r a n s f o r m d a r - u l - H a r b 
t o d a r - u l - I s l a m . T i t u s I . I s l a m p p . 17-18. 

(iv) " M a m u m gave the people o f H a r r a n the choice be t 
ween I s l a m a n d d e a t h " . T r i t t o n : C N o n M S p . 231 . 

(v) U m ^ r l l i n h is l e t t e r to the governors says : 
" T o proceed : G o d honou red , [ exa l t ed a n d s t r e n g t h 
ened H i s peop le w i t h I s l a m a n d p u t h u m i l i a t i o n a n d 
shame o n h is opponen t s . Q u o t e d b y T r i t t o n : C N o n -
M S p . 22 . 
K i n d i : B o o k s o f G o v e r n o r s a n d J u d g e s : 3, 114. 

(vi) T r i t t o n : C . N o n - M S p . 181. 
34. (i) D r . K . M . M u n s h i : F o r e w o r d : The A g e o f I m p e r i a l 

K a n a u j : H C I P V o l . I V p . x i v . a lso 
Preface : S t rugg le for E m p i r e : H C I P V o l . V p . x x i . 

(ii) D r . K . M . M u n s h i : F o r e w o r d : T h e A g e o f I m p e r i a l 
K a n a u j : H C I P V o l . I V . p . x x i . 

( i i i ) M B K — A H I p . 201 . 
S m i t h — E H I p . 382. 

36 . M E K — A H I p . 202. 
36. (i) " K u m a r a p a l a - c h a r i t a " o f J a y a s i m h a ( A . D . 1366). 

( C f K . C h . : J a y a s i m h a : V I I p . 577 ff.) ( C f K . C h — 
V I I p . 588 ff). 



501 

(i i) S o m a p r a b h a : K u m a r p a l a - S a r v a j n a (Gaekwar O r i e n 
t a l Series N o . X I V ) 

3 7 . (i) S m i t h : E H I p . 190 a n d also p . 185. 
( i i ) K . M . M u n s h i : I G p . 192. 
( i i i ) A . K . Fo rbes : R a s a M a l a : H A P G W I V o l . I C h . I I 

38 . M e r u t u n g a : P r a b h a n d a - C h i n t a m a n i (SIG) p . 91 . 
39 . M e r u t u n g a : P r a b h a n d a - C h i n t a m a n i (SIG) p . 91. 
40 . (i) D r . K . M . M u n s h i : T G T G P a r t I I I p . 192. 

(ii) A . K . Fo rbes : R a s a M a l a : V o l . I (1856) P p . 194-195. 
4 1 . M u n s h i I . G . p . 192. 
42 . (i) J . N e h r u : D . I . p . 182. 

(ii) M R K — A H I p . 201. 
43. M R K — A H I p . 196. 
44 . P t . J . N e h r u : D . I . p . 184. 
4 5 . M . R . K . A H I p . 186. 
46. D r . B . R . A m b e d k a r : A n n i h i l a t i o n o f Cas te (1930) 

p . 3-4. 

4 7 . Y u a n C h w a n g ' s l i fe quoted by H . G . W e l l s : O . H . p . 596 . 
48. N . N . Dass G u p t a : B u d d h i s m : S t rugg le for E m p i r e 

H C I P . V o l . V . C h . x v i p . 414. 

49 . P t . J a w a h a r l a l N e h r u : D . I . p . 183. 
50 . P t . J a w a h a r l a l N e h r u : D . I . p . 187. 
5 1 . R h y s D a v i d s : J . o f P a l i T e x t Soc i e ty 1896. 
52 . C . V . V a i d y a : H i s t o r y o f M e d i e v a l H i n d u I n d i a (1921) 

V o l . I . p . 171. 

53 . S m i t h : E H I p . 382. 
54 . S m i t h : E H I (1924) p . 420. 
5 5 . T i t u s : I n d i a n I s l a m (1930) P p . 44-45. 

5 6 . W e l l s : O . H . : p . 617. 
57 . " T a r i q l a n d e d near the m i g h t rock w h i c h has since 

i m m o r t a l i z e d h is name J o b e l (mount of) T a r i q 
( G i b r a l t a r ) . " 
P h i l l i p K . H i t t i : H i s t o r y o f the A r a b s (1964) p . 493 . 

58 . H . S . W i l l i a m s : H . H . W . V o l . V I I (1907) p . 496. 
5 9 . P h i l i p K . H i t t i : H i s t o r y o f the A r a b s (1964) p . 117. 
60 . (i) " M u s a i b n - N u s a y r t o o k 300,000 cap t ives f rom I f r i -

q i y a h one fifth o f w h o m he fo rwarded to a l - W a l i d 



502 

( M a q q a r i V o l . I p . 148.) a n d f rom the G o t h i c n o b i l i t y 
in S p a i n he c a p t u r e d 300,000 v i r g i n s ( I b n - a l - A t h i r , 
V o l . i v , p . 448); Q u t a y b a h ' s c ap t i ve s f r o m S a g d i a n a 
alone n u m b e r e d 100,000 ( I b n - a l - A t h i r v o l . i v , p . 454); 
a l - Z u b a y r i b n - a l - A w w a m bequea thed a m o n g o ther 
cha t t i es one t h o u s a n d ma le a n d female s laves ( M a s u d i , 
V o l . I V p . 254). 

P h i l l i p E . H i t t i : H i s t o r y o f the A r a b s (1964) p . 235 
61 . S a r d e s a i : H A I — M R p . 61 . 
62 . ( E p . I n d . V o l . I V P p . 243 ff.) 
63. M R K - A H I p . 182. 
64. S a r d e s a i : A H I — M R p . 335 . 

65 . T a r i k h - i - T a h i r i ( E l l i o t V o l . I p . 256.) 
66. M a j u m d a r : A r a b I . I . p . 49. 



C H A P T E R V I I 

1. Sardesa i : H A I — M R . P a r t I p . 62. 
2. Sa rdesa i : H A I — M R p a r t I p . 63. 
3 . Sa rdesa i : H A I — M R p a r t I p . 64. 
4. Sardesa i : H A I — M R p a r t I p . 64. 
5. Sa rdesa i : H A I — M R p a r t I p , 64. 
6. G a n g u l y : G h a z n a v i d I n v a s i o n : H C I P V o l . V p . 6 . 
7. L a n e - P o o l e (1916) p . 2 1 . 
8. Char les S t e w a r d : H O B p . 6. 
9. H a m d u - l l a - M u s t a f i : T a r i k h - i - G u z i d a : E l l i o t H I E D 

V o l . I p . 64. 
10. Sa rdesa i : A H I — M R p a r t I P p . 66-67. 
11. Sa rdesa i : A H I — M R p a r t I p . 67 . 
12. S a r d e s a i : A H I — M R p a r t I p .67 . 
13. S m i t h O H I (1957) p . 206. 
14. Sa rdesa i : A H I — M R p a r t 1 p . 68. 
15 . Sa rdesa i : A H I — M R p a r t I p . 68 . 

16. D . G . G a n g u l y : G h a z n a v i d I n v a s i o n S t r u g , for E m p i r e 
H C I P V o l . V P p . 12 a n d 14. 

17. M R K — A H I p . 276. 
18. M R K - A H I p . 183. 
19. M R K - A H I p . 183. 
20. B o m b a y Gaze t teer : V o l . I P p . 165-168. 
21 . L a n e - P o o l e : M e d . I n d . (1916) p . 26 . 
22. E l l i o t : H I E D . V o l . I V p . 132. 
23. Char les S t ewar t : H O B p . 14. 
24 . cf. B . R . (355.356,357.358). 
25 . cf. B . R . (340-A) . 
2 6 . cf. B . R . (355,356,357,358). 
27. M a c a u l a y ' s Misce l laneous E s s a y a n d L a y s o f A n c i e n t 

R o m e ( E v e r y m a n 1922) H o r a t i u s X X V I I p . 425. 



504 

28 . H . S . W i l l i a m s : H H W V o l . V I I I p . 645 . 
29 . Sa rdesa i : H A I — M R p a r t I p . 62. 
30. H . S . W i l l i a m s : H H W v o l . V I I I p . 231 . 
3 1 . M R K - A H I (1960) P p . 613-514. 
32 . G a r d i z i : K i t a b Z a i n - u l - A k h b a r P p . 86-87. 
3 3 . I b n - u l - A t h i r : T K A . T A P p . 15-16. 
34. S a r d e s a i : A H I — M R p a r t I p . 74. 
36 . R T o f J o n a r a j a ( C a l . ed.) V . v . 694 F f . : 

Pe te r son ' s ed . V . v . 760. 
3 6 . C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I V o l . I (1921) p . 194. 

Sa rdesa i : H A I — M R p a r t I p . 82 . 
37 . C . V . V a i d y a : H M H I . v o l . I l l P p . 19-70. a n d v o l . I . 

P p . 121 .and 191. 
38 . Sa rdesa i : H A I — M R p a r t I P p . 332-333. 

3 9 . D r . K . M . M u n s h i : G . G . D . P a r t I I I p . 180. 

40 . ( i T ? m i ^ STfo 35, 1. also 143, 6.) 

41 . 5rrii!5rT?r sricfs^^ Pr^^r (Essays on the annihilation of 
Caste : Samagra Sawarkar Vangmaya) Vol. Ill (1964) 

P p . 433-482 and other article in the same volume. 
42 . G . S . G h u r y e : Cas te a n d R a c e i n I n d i a (1922) P p . 2-19. 
43 . A b b e D u b o i s : q u o t e d b y D r . P . V . K a n e . H . D h . V o l . I I 

p a r t I (1941) p . 20 . 
44 . G . S . G h u r y e : Caste a n d R a c e i n I n d i a (1932) P p . 3-4 
46 . G . S . G h u r y e : Cas te a n d R a c e i n I n d i a (1932) P p . 22-23. 
46 . T r i t t o n : C . iSTon-MS p . 181. 
4 7 . H . G . W e l l s : O H . P p . 676. 
48 . K . A . N i l a k a n t a S a s t r i H S I . (1958) p . 429. 
49 . K . A . N i l a k a n t a S a s t r i H S I (1958) p . 429. 
60 . P t . J a w a h a r l a l N e h r u D . I . (1956) p . 281 . 
51. G a i t E n c y o f R e l i g i o n a n d E t h i c s v o l . I l l p . 232 . 
6 2 . K . A . N i z a m i . Some Aspec t s o f R e l i g i o n a n d P o l i t i c s i n 

I n d i a D u r i n g the T h i r t e e n t h C e n t u r y (1961) p . 71 . 



C H A P T E R V I I I 

1. f^fvT'f?ji»w^^ftT: snrg i 
Sbreemed B h a g w a t g e e t a V I I , 13 

2. M a n u s m r i t i , VI I -92 -95 . 
3- Sa rdesa i : A H I — M R P a r t I p . 9 ] . 

C h a n d B h a t : P r i t h v i r a j a R a s o . 
4. Sa rdesa i : A H I — M R P a r t I p . 92. 
5. Sa rdesa i : N H M : v o l . I I p . 446. 

7. D r . K . M . M u n s h i : Preface : S t ruggle for E m p i r e H C I P 
V o l . V p . x v i . 

8. HT'F'TT̂  srftiTT OTT (Forgiveness shouldn't be out of place) 
T|T«iTT5r : sarfffTo 119, 3. 

9. A l - U t b i E d V o l . I I p. 45 . 
10. Sa rdesa i : A H I — M R P a r t I p . 131. 
1 1 . D r . K . M . M u n s h i : Preface. S t r u g g . for E m p . H C I P 

V o l . V p . x v i . 
12 . D r . K M . M u n s h i . G T G D P a r t I I I p . 130, 140 193. 
13. H I E D I I I P p . 42-44. 
14. Sa rdesa i : A H I — M R P a r t I p . 204. 
15. D r . K . M . M u n s h i : G G D P a r t I I I C h . V I I I . 
16. D r . K . M . M u n s h i : G G D P a r t I I I p . 178. 

17. >T^T«f sr (==rT) T M^^T «ft?ftT^r«r i 
D v y a s r a y a b y H e m a c h a n d r a S u r i X V , 18. 

18. J . H . H u t t o n : The Sema Nagas : (1921) p . 178. 
19. R a v e r t y : No tes on A f g h a n i s t a n and p a r t o f B a l u c h i s t a n 

p . 62. 
2 0 . T i t u s : I n d . I s l a m p . 26. , A l - U t b i E d V o l . I I p . 49. 
2 1 . T . P . H u g h e s : A D i c t i o n a r y o f I s l a m p . 139. 



506 

22. T ^ H t rr ?f5rJT: 

sft^r^fT^t ^TiTTzr̂ ,̂ f ??To 25, 5. 

23 . T i t u s : I n d . I s l a m p . 153. 

24. Sa rdesa i : A H I — M R P a r t P p . 206. 

25. E . D . H i s t o r y o f I n d i a , V o l . I p . 464. 

26. " P o l y g a m y is c o n t r a r y to I s l a m " (Syed A m i r . T h e 

S p i r i t o f I s l a m p . 365.) ; S. K h u d a B a k s h a : E s s a y s 

I n d i a n a n d I s l a m i c p . 253 F f . ) 

27 . Sa rdesa i : A H I — M R P a r t I p . 382 . 

28. D r . R . C . M a j u m d a r : S o c i a l L i f e : H i n d u S o c i e t y 

T D S p . 562. I B H : p . 63 . 

29 . C . V . V a i d y a : S h i v a j i : The F o u n d e r o f the M a r a t h a 

Swara j (1931) N o t e B , p . 187. 

30. N . K . Behere : P a h i l e B a j i r a o P e s h w a (Mara th i ) p . 254. 

31 . T . P . : B r i g g s T r a n s . V o l . I P p . 327-329. 

32. S . R o y . : T h e K h i l j i D y n a s t y : T D S : H C I P V o l . V I . 

p . 32 . 

33. T i t u s : I n d . I s l a m (1930) p . 52, 

34. sft^rf^Hqft T W R ^ , ^ m o 24, 14-17. 

35. «ft^rr?ir^t T imm^, s r w o 28, 29. 

36. H | m R ? r , ^hM^, sro 63-64. 

3 7 . D r . K . N . G h o s h a l : S o c i a l C o n d i t i o n s : T h e A g e o f 

I m p e r i a l K a n a u j : H C I P V o l . I V p . 395 P n . 123. 

38 . P e r i s h t a : V o l . I p . 59. 

39. ^rm^T iJTcI^q; ( H ^ ) 2, 10. 

iTimRW, ^ # T o 37, 17 

40. ^'T^'ftcIT, 17,45. 

4 1 . D r . R . C . M a j u m d a r : Preface ; T h e A g e o f I m p e r i a l 

K a n a u j : H C I P V o l . I V p . x x x v . 

42. TTIT^RcI 5rif?3o, 36, 13. 



C H A P T E R I X 

1. ? ^ f f r : 1-2. ^R??T«riT ?f? i ;^ ?f8rR% : ?f«rt^ 48. 

?iT% qo 84-89. 

2. : II 4 II 
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I n S u m a t r a : 926 
Aggress ions o n S o u t h I n d i a : 

998 
D u t c h East India C o m p a n y 

: 926 
Dutta , R a m c h a n d r a : 1123 
Dutta, Shree M a d h u ^ d a n : 

649 
East India C o m p a n y : 

9 2 5 A , 927-925 
Winding up o f : 

1103-4, 1112 
E g y p t : 8 
E l l o r a , 
See V e r u l : 
E n g l a n d : 10 
Engl i sh : 
Aggress ions on I n d i a : 

931-32 
A g g r e s s i o n o n S o u t h I n d i a : 

998 
I n B e n g a l : 

1Q96-1097 
W a r w i t h H a i d e r : 1097 
W a r w i t h T i p u : 

569-671, 1097 
S y s t e m of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n : 

1103-04 
Europe : 
R u i n by H u n s : 268 
Europeans : 1096 
C o n v e r s i o n o f H i n d u s : 400 
European Nations : 
A d v e n t i n I n d i a : 924 
Aggress ions on I n d i a : 

931-32 
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Fa-hien : 263 
F a k r u d d i n : 854 
F a r u k h a b a d : 1050 
Ferozshah : 1117 
France • 10 
H u n n i s h o i i s l angh t on : 268 
French : 
aggress ion on I n d i a : 
316, 931-932, 1055, 1096 
A d v e n t i n I n d i a : 929 
A g g r e s s i o n on Son th I n d i a : 

998 
Defea t i n I n d i a : 930 
F r e n c h East India Company 

929 
G a d a r Party : 1123 
G a m a , V a s c o D e 924 
G a n d h a r : 253 
G a n d h i , M . K : 1123 
Gangadhar Y e s h w a n t : 1064 
Gazi-ud-din : 1056 
Gazan i : 321, 1030 
S u l t a n s o f : 364-378 
G e r m a n s : 1055 
G e r m a n y : 10 
H u n n i s h o n s l a u g h t on : 268 
H e l p i n I n d i a n independence 
m o v e m e n t : 1126 , 
G h o r i : see G h u r i : 
G h o r i , M o h a m m e d : 
O r i g i n of : 668 
M a r c h o n Gu ja ra t : 670 
Defea t a t A b u : 670-71 
S u r r e n d e r to P r i t h v i r a j 
C h o u h a n : 671-74 
S e c o n d aggress ion on I n d i a : 

675 

Becomes G a z i ; 680 
V i c t o r y ove r P r i t h v i r a j : 681 
D e s t r u c t i o n of D e l h i : 682 
A t t a c k s J a y a c h a n d : 682 
P l u n d e r o f K a s h i : 683-84 
R e t u r n to G a z a n i : 685 
D e a t h o f : 687 
Ghosh, B a r i n d r a : 1123 
G h u r i : H i n d u c o m m u n i t y : 
668 
Ghyas-ud-din, T u g h l a k h 

H i n d u parentage o f : 44:6 
C o n s p i r a c y aga ins t K h u s h r u -
k h a n : 799-801 
Gibbon : 273 
Gibral ter . 358 
Gilgi t : 
H i n d u re-conquest o f : 

321 
Glorious E p o c h : 
F i r s t : 144 
Second : 

145-210, 211 
T h i r d : 212-264 
F o u r t h : 265-310 
F i f t h : 311-1093, 1087 
S i x t h : 1094-1140 
S u m m a r y of : 301-07 
G o a : 879, 885, 924-25 
H i s t o r y of : 40 
Conve r s ion : 546-47 
Mass reconvers ions i n : 

514 
Gokhale, Rt. H o n . G . K . : 

1123 
G o k u l Vr indavan : 
1076—80 
Golkonda : 
See G o w a J k o n d a 
Gondwana : 945, 95 6 A 
Gopal , K i n g : O f B e n g a l : 

•720. 
Gorkhas : 1055, 1101 . 
O r i g i n o f : 985 
Gowalkonda : 
K u t b s h a h i o f : 886 
Govind : 
R a s h t r a k o o t K i n g : 720 
Gobindsing, G u r u : 
6 1 8 - A 964-73 
Greece : 

8, 1074A 
M u s l i m s i n : 630 
R o u t o f I s l a m : 630 
Grhdev i : 256-57 
Greek : Aggress ion on I n d i a : 

b y A l e x a n d e r : 
b y Demetreos : 163-180 
b y M e n a n d e r : 182 



Greekj cities : 
Outs ide Greece, n a m e d af ter 
A l e x a n d e r : 80, 82 
Greek : C i t y - S t a t e s : 107 
C i v i l feuds : 128 
Greek Colonies : 

O u t s i d e Greece , due t o 
A l e x a n d e r : 80, 82 
Greek, Governors : 
O n I n d i a n t e r r i t o r y : 76-79 
G o d s : 14 
S ta te s : 10 
I n v a s i o n o f I n d i a : 644, 

10-77 
R o u t o f I s l a m f r o m Greece : 

1074A 
B a c t r i a n & ' A s i a n : 
A t t a c k on I n d i a unde r 
Demereos : 163 
D r i v e n back ; 180 
Second a t t a c k under 
M e n a n d e r : 182-183 
Defea t b y P u s h y a m i t r a : 193 
E x t i n c t i o n o f : 200—201 
G u e r i l l a warfere : 1025-29 
Gujrat : 259. 
S a k a aggresss ion on : 215 
H i s t o r y o f : 721 
(about 1000 A D ) 
Guhilots : 
A n e c d o t e about o r i g i n : 677 
G u m a l : ( r iver) : 127 
G u n d : 879 
G u r u g r a n t h o f S i k h s : 960 
G u r u m u k h i S c r i p t : 960 
H a d a : 681. 
H a i d e r - A U i : 555 
H a i d e r : 
W a r w i t h the E n g l i s h : 1097 
Hakikatra i , K u m a r : 971 
Haldigbat : B a t t l e o f : 952 
Hameer : R a j p u t p r ince : 

681, 730 
R a n a : Reconque r s C h i t o d : 

733 
' R a s o ' : 676 
Horat ius : 373 
H a r d a y a l , L a l a : 1123 

Hargov ind , G u r u : 963 
H a r i h a r : 86-65, 921 
R e c o n v e r s i o n t o H i n d u i s m .: 

513, 861 
H a r i h a r II : 879 
Harischandra : 645 
Hariwansh : 648 
H a r k i s h a n : 963 
H a r r a i , G u r u 963 
H a r s h a : 337-38 
Hassan, G a n g u : 868 
Hast inapur : 686 
Havishka : 248 
Heenayan : 240 
H e m o o : 933-43, 940 
H e r a t : 321 
H i n d u i s m : 
R i t u a l o f sacrif ice : 153 
m a r t i a I t r a d i t i o n of : 168-174 
: I d e a of a j u s t w a r l - 7 2 
S t a g n a t i o n of : 621-231B 
offshoots o f : 645 
I n v a s i o n b y I s l a m : 647 
A d v a i t a theory : 718 
K a r m a theo ry : 718 
R e v i v a l b y S h a n k a r a c h a r y a : 

718 
Hindukush : 1 1 , 1 2 7 , 1033 
H i n d u reconquest o f ; 321 
H i n d u His tory : 
B y f o r e i g n h i s t o r i a n s : 391 
T a u g h t i n schools : 320 
R e m a r k s of D r . A m b e d k a r : 

320- A 
R e f u t a t i o n o f above : 

321- 323 
P e r v e r s i o n , o f : 355-56 
S h o r t - c o m i n g o f : 606 
S u m m a r y of : 631-37 
P o u r a n i c P e r i o d : 640-42 
L a c k o f H i n d u p o i n t - o f - v i e w : 

765 
H i n d u - M a h a s a b h a : 

1130-31 
H i n d u - M u s l i m wars : 

311-12, 315-20, 364-409 
438, 601-5, 638-39, 810, 
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826, 873, 931-32, 996-98, 
1008, 1014, 1018-24, 1075, 
1080, 1087 

H i n d u Nat ion : 
A b i l i t y to rejuvenate : 322 

322A, 858 
'Hindu-pad-patshahi' : 

4003 09 1011, 1054 
H i n d u , point-of-view 
L a c k o f : 866, 909-910, 912 
H i n d u Polity : 
B y D r . J a y a s w a l ; 12, 42 
H i n d u s : 
A s s i m i l a t i o n o f foreigners : 

284 
M i s p l a c e d f a i t h i n M u s l i m s : 

328-29 
S o m n a t h temple : 371-376 
R e l i g i o u s concepts : 379-420 
R e t a l i a t i o n o f M u s l i m 
re l ig ious i ncu r s ion : 381-82 
Cas t e - sys i em 383-88, 421-22, 

480-82, 645, 720 
T h e seven bans : 384, 389, 

421-22, 464-65, 457-82, 
522-38 

Conve r s ion to I s l a m : 397-98 
O s t r a c i s m : 390-91, 410-13 
Conve r s ion to C h r i s t i a n i t y : 

399-400 
B a n on reconvers ion : 401-409 
H i n d u : Conver t s : 
M i s e r y o f : 414-419 
P e r v e r t e d concep t ion o f 
v i r t u e s : 421-72, 645. 672-73, 

786, 791, 840, 1074-1080, 
1183 

G r a n t s t o masj ids : 431. 
M i s p l a c e d generosi ty : 
example of : 435-38 
P o l l u t i o n o f w o m e n by 
M u s l i m s : 439-48 
C h i v a l r y o f : 449-51-A 
T h e r i g h t concept o f c h i v a l r y : 

460-61 
P o l i t i c a l conquests o f : 

495-96. 
R e t a l i a t i o n agains t M u s l i m 

re l ig ions aggression, : 
497-554 

S u r v i v a l o f : 497-99 
R e l i g i o u s counter-aggression : 

462-63, 499, 516, 550-54, 
901, 903 

Overseas conquests o f : 529 
Persecu t ion of, i n G o a : 533 
F i r s t contact w i t h Chr i s t i ans : 

539 
Caste sys tem : 480-482 
V i c t o r y over M u s l i m s i n 
S i n d h : 483-85 
S t a g n a t i o n of r e l i g ion : 

621-23B 
R o u t o f I o n i a n aggression : 

632 
R o u t o f S a k a aggression : 

632 
R o u t o f H u n aggression : 

632 
R o u t o f M u s l i m p o l i t i c a l 
power ; 633 
M u s l i m re l ig ious dominance : 

633-37 
A n c i e n t warfare : 641-43 
W a r s w i t h l o n i a n s : 644 
W a r s w i t h Sakas : 644 
W a r s w i t h K u s h a n a s : 644 
W a r s w i t h Greeks : 644 
W a r s w i t h Pers ians : 644 
W a r s w i t h H u n s : 644 
H i d d u Vaidic : 
R e l i g i o u s t r ad i t i ons : 645 
F l e sh -ea t i ng o f : 645 
Non-v io lence o f : 645 
C o l o n y i n A r a b i a : 649 
Overseas conquests : 665 
M i l i t a n t sects o f : 719 
War - s t r a t egy of : 739 
B a n s pu t b y M u s l i m s : 785 
I n service o f M u s l i m s : 786 
R e a c t i o n to p rose ly t i z a t i on 
o f M u s l i m s : 791 
M a r t y r s : 803-5, 806 
R e s u r r e c t i o n o f power : 823 
P o l i t i c o - r e l i g i o u s r e v o l u t i o n 
o f : 863-64 



546 

P e r v e r t e d concep t ion o f 
v i r t u e s : 880-81 
P r o s e l y t i z a t i o n b y P o r t u g u e s e : 

924 
P r o s e l y t i z a t i o n o f : 931-32 
I n S o u t h I n d i a : 932 
P e r s e c u t i o n o f : 924, 931-32 
C h r i s t i a n aggress ion o n : 

931-32 
A g g r e s s i o n o f M u s l i m s : 

931-32 
E e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l aggressions 
o n : 996 
R e s u r g e n t s p i r i t o f : 997 
W a r o f independence : 

1011-14 
W a r s t r a tegy o f : 1020-24 
R e l i g i o u s bans o f : 1084 
V i c t o r i e s o f : 1087 
E m p i r e o f : 1089 
W a r of independence : 

1094, 1108-11 
R i s i n g s i n B r i t i s h r u l e : 

1120-24 
W a r s w i t h the E n g l i s h (see 
A n g l o - H i n d u wars) 
Hindutwa 

3 8 8 - A , 1094A, 1122 
H i r a n y a Kashipu : 875 
His tor ica l records : 
Rassos : 500, 506 
T a w a r i k h s : 508, 509-10 
His tory : C r i t e r i o n o f : 4 
P l a t i t u d e s i n : 25-26, 46 
A n c i e n t : 313, 1-310 
M o d e r n : 313 , 311-1140 
L a c k o f H i n d u po in t -o f -v i ew : 

798, 936-38, 947-48, 988-89 
P e r v e r s i o n o f : 9, 141 -42A 

319-20, 355-57, 765, 798, 
909-12, 947-48, 984-86, 
988-89, 999, 1097-98, 
1053-54 

W r i t i n g o f : 991-94 
Hit l er , A d o l f : 1126 
H i z r i . E r a : 652 
Holkar , S a r d a r : 569 , 678, 

1050 

M a l h a r r a o : 1060, 1063 
T u k o j i ; 1083 
Hooghl i : 
U n d e r the Por tuguese : 

926 A 
Hoysal , D y n a s t y : defeat b y 
M a l i q K a f u r : 735 
Hu-en-tsang : 663-64, 711 
H u m a y u n : 933-36 
H u n : T r i b e s : 157 
Huns : A t t a c k o n I n d i a : 9 
T r i b a l feuds : 215 
C o m p a r i s o n w i t h K u s h a n a s : 

265 
C o m p a r i s o n w i t h Sakas : 

265 
O n s l a u g h t over the w o r l d : 

265-270 
M a r c h o f : 266 
Crue l t i e s o f : 266 
A t t a c k s o n C h i n a : 267 
R a i d s o n E u r o p e : 268 
M a r c h on I n d i a : 269 
2 n d a t t a c k on I n d i a : 

274-75 
3 r d a t t a c k o f : 281-83 
W o r s h i p o f R u d r a : 284 
Defea t o f : 290-91 
E n d o f : 299 
A s s i m i l a t i o n i n t o H i n d u s : 

299 
Purpose o f aggress ion o n 
I n d i a : 315 
I n v a s i o n of I n d i a : 

644 
Hyderabad, S indh : 
P e o p l e o f : 70 
Ibrah im K h a n G a r d i : 

930 
Iconoclasm o f M u s l i m s : 

370, 371 
Imadshah : 
H i n d u paren tage o f : 887 
Imadshahi : 
P o u n d e r o f : 887 
E s t a b i i s h m e n c o f : 886 
F r a t r i c i d a l wars o f :' 

890, 900-03, 917 
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I n d i a : 
E x i s t e n c e o f the n a t i o n : 

8-9 
D imens ions of anc ien t t ime : 

11 
I m m u n i t y f rom foreign 

a t t a c k : 300-300A 
A n c i e n t h i s t o r i c t i e s 
w i t h A r a b i a : 648-51 
A n c i e n t name o f : 654 
Overseas conquests : 665 
S o u t h e r n : 702 
V i v i s e c t i o n o f : 1128-32 
North : 
A c h i e v e m e n t o f : 708 
M u s l i m aggressions on : 931 
South : 1045-6 
M u s l i m invas ions o f : 

703-742 
I m m u n i t y f rom 
fo re ign a t t a ck : 703-05 
A c h i e v e m e n t o f : 703-5 
E u r o p e a n Aggress ions : 

931-32 
M u s l i m s o f : 1040 
M o d e r n h i s t o r y o f : 711 
M u s l i m aggressions on : 

858 
H i n d u r e su r rec t ion : 858-A 
M u s l i m aggressions on : 

931-32 
Indian A s c e t i c s : 28-31 
P o l i t i c a l R e v o l u t i o n : 

78-84 
Indian history : 
D a w n o f : 1 
b e g i n n i n g o f : 4-6 
b y fo re ign au tho r s : 6 
P e r v e r s i o n o f : 9 
R e s u m e o f anc ien t p e r i o d : 

301-07 
P o u r a n i c P e r i o d : 640-42 
L a c k of H i n d u po in t -o f -v iew : 

743-44 
Independence A c t : 1134 
Independence Movemen t : 

1120-25 

National A r m y : 1126 ' 
R e p u b l i c s : 11 
K a t h a Soubhoo t i : 35-39 
M a l a v a Shudrakas : 49-62 
Masaga : 64-64A 
Agrash ren i s : 65-68. 
B r a h m a n a k a : 49, 69 
C o n s o l i d a t i o n b y B i n d u s a r : 

146-48 
R e v o t u t i o n a r i e s : 1123 
W a r o f Independence : 

1110, 1117 
Indo-China : 
Spread o f H i n d u i s m i n : 

519 
H i n d u States i n : 495, 

716 
Indonesia : 
H i n d u Sta tes i n : 716 
A d v e n t o f the D u t c h : 926 
Indore : 1063 
Indraprastha : 
H i n d u c a p i t a l : 686 
Indus Valley : 

1083. 
lonians : Greeks : 14-15 
I n v a s i o n o f I n d i a : 644 
Iran : 1030, 1073 
Iranian, Invaders : 1031 
A r m i e s o f : 379 
Isaq : 879 
Islam : 
In to lerance o f o ther 
re l ig ions : 429-30 
Spread i n A f r i c a : 441 
I n S p a i n : 627-29 
I n Greece : 630 
I n B u l g a r i a : 630 
I n Se rb ia : 630 
I n P o l a n d : 630 
I n v a s i o n o f H i n d u i s m : 

647 
Italians : 1055 
Jabardestakhan : 1073 
Jahangir : 927 
Pe r secu t ion o f the S i k h s : 

961 
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Jahan&han . 1 0 5 7 , 1064 
1073 

Jains : 645 
Jaipal : K i n g o f P u n j a b : 

365—367, 369, 1018 
A t t a c k s G a z a n i : 365 
Defea t b y Sabakhtageen : 

365 
Defea t b y M o h a m m e d G a z a n i : 

367 
S e l f - i m m o l a t i o n o f : 367 
Jalal-ud-din : 692 700-701 
K h i l j i : 
Defea t by R a j p u t s : 700 
A s s a s s i n a t i o n o f : 726 
J a m A f r a : 
R u l e r o f S i n d h : 850 
J a m T i m a j i : 
R u l e r o f S i n d h : 850 
J a m m u : 1089 
Japan : 1126 
Japanese : 1055 
Ja^wantsingh, M a h a r a n a , 
R e l i g i o u s counter -aggress ion : 

517 
Jats : 388, 1058 
U s e o f E u r o p e a n b a t t a l l i o n s : 

930 
W a r w i t h the E n g l i s h : 
(See A n g l o - J a t wars) 
Jawa : H i n d u S ta te i n : 495 
A d v e n t o f the D u t c h : 926 
Jaychand : 
T r e a c h e r y o f : 681 
D e a t h o f : 682 
Jaydhwajsingh : 5 2 1 A 
Jayamal la : 946 
Jayasthiti , R a j a : 507 
Jaiswal, D r . : 12 1123 
O n A l e x a n d e r : 42 
A b o u t B r a h m a n a k a s : 69 
O n V i k r a m S a m v a t : 222 
O n the r o u t o f H u n s : 299 
J i n j i : S t a t e o f : 919 
J i t m a l l a : 
H i n d u ru le r o f B e n g a l : 854 
Johar : 
O r i g i n oJ : 66-68 

A n c i e n t example of, 65 , 463 
O f D a h i r ' s Queen : 330 
O f C h i t o d : 946 
Justin ; h i s t o r i a n : 114 
K a b i r : 960 
K a b u l : 1030, 1041, 1044 

1073. 
R i v e r : 11 , 127, 1089 
1099 

K a c h a : 641-42 
K a n c h i ; 714 
Kai las Cave : 715 
Kalanos : I n d i a n ph i l o sophe r 

29 
Kalhan , P a n d i t : 
H i s t o r y o f K a s h m i r : 856 
Kal idasa : M a l v i k a g n i m i t r a : 

195 
K a l i n g a : 216 
Res i s t ance to S a k a s : 218 
N a v a l e x p e d i t i o n s o f : 495 
R e i g n o f : 703-5 
K a m a l d e v i : 727-728 
Queen o f G u j a r a t h : 748 
K a m b o j : B u d d h i s t p o p u l a 
t i o n of : 347-51 
K a m r u p : (Assam) : 252 
Kanishka : 225 
Ascends K u s h a n a th rone : 

236 
B u i l d s K u s h a n a empi re : 

236 
E m b r a c e s B u d d h i s m : 240 
B u d d h i s m o f : 242 
T h e n a t i o n a l enemy : 245 
B u d d h i s t ru le o f : 325 
K a n j i v a r a m : 
See K a n c h i : 
Kanouj : D y n a s t y o f : 677 
K a n s a : 
H i n d u ru l e r o f B e n g a l : 854 
K a n v a h : 
b a t t l e o f : 938 
Kapilavastu : 346 
K a m a : 90 
R a n a : O f C h i t o d : 690 
Karnavat i : 
C a p i t a l o f G u j a r a t h : 721 



ICarundevi : 
•Of C h i t o d : 690 
Defea t o f K u t u b - u d - d i n : 

690 
JKashgar : 236 
K a s h i : 
P l u n d e r o f : 683-84 
K a s h m i r : 
H i n d u reconquest o f : 321 
Shor t h i s t o t y , (of M e d i e v a l 
per iod) : 856-57 
K a s h m i r : 1089, 1099 
K a s i m , M o h a m m e d Ibn : 
E x p e d i t i o n agains t S i n d h 

325-31, 355-56 
D e v a s t a t i o n i n S i n d h : 331 
Massacre of B u d d h i s t s : 

333 
Kathas : 
I n d i a n R e p u b l i c : 35 
Kathiawad : 
S a k a aggression : 215 
Kaut i lya : 98 
A l s o , see C h a n a k y a : 
S t r a t e g y of : 921 
Khalsa , S i k h s : 964, 980 
K h a m b a y a t : 435-A 
Khaparde, Dadarao : 1123 
Khare : 999 

•On T i p u S u l t a n : 584 
Kharvela , K i u g : 
D r i v e s the Greeks away : 

179-80 
Horse-sacr i f ice o f : 181 
Khatmandu : 985 
K h i k h i l : 
H u n ru le r : 274 
K h i l j i , d y n a s t y : 700-702 
E n d of : 818 
B a k h t y a r : 
R u l e r o f B e n g a l : 851 
Pe r secu t i on of H i n d u s i n 
B e n g a l : 853 
Khizarkban : 748, 904 
K h o t a n : 236 
H i n d u conquest o f : 321 
K h u s h r u : 
See Shah jahan : 

Khushrukhan : 743-817 
R i s e o f : 742 
E a r l y h i s t o r y o f : 745 
E x p e d i t i o n i n Sou th I n d i a : 

758-59, 761-62, 858 
Consp i r acy o f : 760, 762', iGf, 

859 
M u s l i m h i s t o ry of : 763, 765 
R e v o l u t i o n o f : 784-798 

810 
H i s t o r i c a l evidence o f the 
r e v o l u t i o n : 8J1-816 
Assa s s ina t i on o f M u b a r i k : 775 

: Becomes S u l t a n : 777-78 
P r o c l a m a t i o n o f : 779-80 
Becomes N a s i r - u d - d i n : 783 
R e t a l i a t i o n o f M u s l i m 
a t roc i t i es : 7 8 6 A , 810 
Effects o f r e v o l u t i o n : 817 
D i p l o m a c y o f : 793-94 
Cap tu re of : 801 
D e a t h of : 802-3 
E u l o g y to : 807-9, 921 
Kishk'indha : 860 
Kit tur , S ta te o f : 565-68 
K o l i : H i n d u caste : 388 
Konkan : 
S a k a aggression on : 215 
I n V i j a y n a g a r E m p i r e : 879 
Kouravas : 
E t h i c s o f war : 643 
Krishna , L o r d : 460 
Pas s ing away of : 649 
War - s t r a t egy of : 673 
Krishnadevrai : 891-93-95, 

896-99 
Krishnara) : 
K i n g of G u j a r a t h : 721 
Krishnasagar : 
I n Gu ja ra th : 721 
Kshatriyas : 388 
I n A s h o k a ' s ru le : 154-55 
Kubla i -Khan : 696 
K u k a Sikhs : 979 
Kumari lbhat t 718 
Kumargupta : 270 
D e a t h of : 273 
H o r s e Sacrif ice o f : 272 



650 

K u m a r P a l : J a i n K i n g o f 
G u j a r a t : 338 
K u m b h a , R a n a : 604 
P e r v e r t e d concep t ion o f 
v i r t u e s : 841-842 
K u n w a r , Jagmal Rathod : 

602 
K u r r a m ( r iver) : 127 
K u s h a n a s : 167 
S i m i l a r i t y with S a k a s : 213 
A l s o , see Sakas . 
T r i b a l feuds : 216 
D a s h aga ins t I n d i a : 234 

644 
O c c u p a t i o n o f P u n j a b : 235 
R o u t b y H u n s : 265 
Merge r i n t o I n d i a n c i v i l i z a 
t i o n : 240-41 
Kushana, E m p i r e : 
O f K a n i s h k a : 236 
D e c l i n e o f : 248 
Kushinagar : 346 
Kutbshah : 901-904-07 
D e s t r u c t i o n o f V i j a y n a g a r ; 
F r a t r i c i d a l W a r s of : 890 

900-03, 917 
K u t u b - M i n a r : 
L e g e n d o f : 689 
Kutubuddin : 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f D e l h i : 

682, 685 
Becomes S u l t a n o f D e l h i : 

688 
O r i g i n o f K u t u b - M i n a r : 

689 
Defea t a t A m b e r : 690 
D e a t h o f : 692 
D a u g h t e r o f : 692-95 
L a d a k h : 857, 1099 
L a h i r i , A s h u t o s h : 1123 
Lahore : 1043, 1064-1066, 

1068 
Lakhdiva : 
H i n d u S ta t e i n : 496, 629 
Lakulesh, Shree : 719 
Lajpatra i , L a l a : 1123 
Lawrence, S i r H e n r y : 1110 
L a x m a n : 460 

Licchav i , d y n a s t y : 260 
L o d i , d y n a s t y : 844 
S h i k a n d e r ; 844-46 
I b r a h i m : 846-48 
D a u l a t k h a n : 847 
Madhavacharya, S w a m i . 
See V i d y a r a n y a S w a m i 
V i d y a r a n y a : 514 
Madhavateerth : 6 l 4 
M a d u r a : 736 
Magadha : 262 
M a g n a C a r t a : 1118 
Mahabatkhan : 952 
R a j p u t conve r t : 962 
Mahabharat : 643, 649 
Mahapadmanand : 92-94, 

99-104, 119 
Maharashtra : 711 
H i s t o r y of : 999, 1010, 1120 
Ma h a y a n : 240 
M a j a h i d Shah : 878 
M a l a b a r : 858 
M a l d i v , i s l ands : 529 
M a l d i v a : 
H i n d u S t a t e i n : 496 
M a l a v a , S a m v a t : 220-22 
Malavas, S h u d r a k a s : 60-62 
defeat p f Sakas : 218-219 
M a l a v i k a : 195 
M a l i q K a f u r : 729, 734-39 

742, 745-747, 858 
M a l i k a Z a m a n i : 1066 
M a l k h e d : 715 
M a l v a : 254, 259 
Mandanmisfara; D i g g a j : 718 
Mandasore : 
b a t t l e o f : 291 
M a n n u M i r : 1049 
Mansingh , 
t r eache ry o f R a j a : 962 
M a n u s m r i t i : 474, 487-90 
Maratha , power : 555, 980 

1099 
Marathas : h i s t o r y o f : 932 

9 8 3 , 9 9 9 , 1002, 1003-1009 
1010, 1013, 1054-56 

W a r s t r a tegy o f : 1020-1024 
1025-1029, 1030-1031 
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E i i r o p e a n m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g : 
930 

W a r o f independence : 1011 
P o l i t i c a l defeat o f M u s l i m s : 

498 
Defea t o f N i z a m a t K h a r d a : 

5 9 2 A - 9 3 A 
W a r w i t h T i p u Su l t an : 564-

71 
Cap tu re o f Por tuguese posses
s ions : 925A 
Conques ts o f : 1028-30, 1050, 

1063-65, 1082-87, 1091 
Influence i n D e l h i : 1056 
E m p i r e o f : 1089 
W a r s w i t h the E n g l i s h : 
See A n g l o - M a r a t h a wars 
M i s c o n c e p t i o n o f v i r tues : 

426-27 
M a r c o Polo : 
D e s c r i p t i o n o f Sou th I n d i a : 

716 
M a r s h m a n : 
O n T i p u S u l t a n : 584 
Marte l , Char les : 3 5 9 A 
Masaga : 
I n d i a n t r ibe : 64-64A 
Mastani : 500 
Maswikar, Maha ra j : 547 
M a t h u r a : 431, 1058, 1075-

1080 
Matidas, B h a i : 9 6 3 A 
Medhatithi , A c h a r y a : 473-

76, 499 
N e w in t e rp re t a t ion o f 
M a n u s m r i t i : 487-90 
P o l i t i c a l tenets of : 491-94 
Meghanad : 649 
Menander : 182, 325 
Mewad : 953 
Mexico; : 8 
M i h i r g u l a : 
Success ion to throne : 283 
W o r s h i p of E u d r a : 284 
O v e r t h r o w of B u d d h i s m : 284 

295 
Pe r secu t ion o f B u d d h i s t s : 

329 

E s c a p e o f : 294 
Revenge b y the B u d d h i s t s : 

297-97A 
'Modi ' , s c r ip t : 960 
Moghal , E m p i r e : 556 1045-6 
E m p e r o r s : 1097 
Moghals : 
I n I n d i a : 446 
O r i g i n o f : 697 
Aggress ion on I n d i a : 9, 931-

932, 1031, 1033 
R e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l aggression 

of : 996 
Mohammed, P r o p h e t : 662 
G a w a n : 885 
O f G a z a n i : 365-378, 910 
B a t t l e s w i t h A n a n g p a l : 368 
A n n e x a t i o n o f Punjab : 370 
O f Gazani : 
D a s h on Thaneshwar : 370 
D a s h o n M a t h u r a : 370 
A t t a c k on K a n o u j : 370 
A t t a c k on G w a l i o r : 370 
A t t a c k on K a l i n j a r : 370 
A t t a c k on S o m n a t h : 371 
R e t u r n to G a z a n i ; a n d , 
death o f : 377 
Consequence of aggressions : 

378 
Mohammed, G h o r i : 379 

426-27 682, 689, 910 
K a s i m : 656 
O u p h i : 435A-36 
Mongals, 
A r m i e s of : 379 
R a i d s of : 667, 696 
D e s t r u c t i o n of B a g d a d : 696 
Mongal-Turkish : 
s t ruggle : 696-97 
M o u r y a E m p i r e : 
o f B i n d u s a r : 147 
Mousal P a r v a : 648 
M r i g d a r : 346 
Mubar ik , S u l t a n : 746, 763, 

775 869-60 
Mugdhabodh : 720 
Mukherjee; R a d h a k n m u d : 

89 
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Muk-r -rubk l ia i i : 1073 
M u l t a n : 1045-1646, 1049 
M u n s h i , K . M . : 765 
M u r a : 86-91, 93 
M u s l i m s : 
In to le rance o f o ther r e l i g ions : 

429-30 
F o r c e d convers ion i n 
I r a n , T u r a n , M i d d l e A s i a , 
A f r i c a , E g y p t , S p a i n : 394 
F o r c e d conve r s ion o f : 
C h r i s t i a n s , Jews , Pe r s i ans : 

394 
N u m e r i c a l g r o w t h o f : 445, 

599 , 601-5 
G a i n o f t e r r i t o r y b y : 600-05 
W a r - s t r a t e g y o f : 673-74 
Cas te differences i n : 693-94 
C o r r u p t p rac t i ces : 749-50 
P r a c t i c e o f ' S o d o m y ' : 729, 745 
S u p e r s t i t i o u s na tu re : 828 : 
P e r v e r t e d concep t ion o f r e l i 
g ious d u t y : 912-914 
V i v i s e c t i o n of I n d i a : 1128-32 
W a r s w i t h the E n g l i s h : 
See A n g l o - M u s l i m wars : 
M u s l i m - H i n d u wars : 
See H i n d u - M u s l i m w a r s : 
M u s l i m s : 
P o l i t i c a l aggress ion : 315 

317 638-1093 
Invas ions o f S . I n d i a : 703-

742 
Aggres s ions on I n d i a : 931-32 
A g g r e s s i o n o n M a h a r a s h t r a : 

998 
P o l i t i c a l defeat o f : 498 
A n n i h i l a t i o n o f B u d d h i s t s : 

3 5 5 - A 
I n E a s t B e n g a l : 352 
P o l l u t i o n o f w o m e n : 439-48 
A t r o c i t i e s o f : 1058-59, 1074-

78 
W o m e n : 
A t r o c i t i e s o f ; 447 
M u s l i m , a t roc i t i e s : 
R e t a l i a t i o n o f : 786A-79P, ,8J0 

R e l i g i o u s i n c u r s i o n o n I n d i a ; -
315, 317, 319-638 

C o m p a r i s o n w i t h o t h e r aggrjB-
ssors : 335 
C u l t u r a l h a t r e d o f H i n d u s : 

315 
R e l i g i o u s aggress ion i n N o r t h 
A f r i c a ; 497 
R e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l aggress ion 
o n S p a i n : 924 
R e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l aggressions 
o f : 996 
T w o - f o l d aggress ion : 549 
R e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l w a r : 633-39' 
R e l i g i o u s dominance i n 
I n d i a : 633-37 
P o l i t i c a l hegemony o f : 1080 
E m p e r o r o f ; 1097 
E m p i r e i n I n d i a : 
F a l l o f : 823-26, 830-33, 

1088-91 
R e v a g e o f V i j a y n a g a r : 9 0 7 -

10 
P e r s e c u t i o n o f the S i k h s : 

956, 974-76 
H i n d u conver t s : 379 
Nadirshah : 1032-40, 1064 
Naga, T r i b e s : wars o f : 4 4 0 
Nahapan : 219 
Nalanda, U n i v e r s i t y : 
D e s t r u c t i o n o f : 861 
Nagar i 
P r a c h a r i n i Sabha : 678 
Namdev, San t : 960 
Nanak, G u r u : 956-57, 977 
Nanasaheb, P e s h w a : 

1050-1052 
Napolean : 1055 
Narakasura : 460 
Narayan, V e e r : 946 
N a r g u n d : 566-68 
Nasik : 1123 
Nasir-ud-din : 
See K h u s h r u k h a n : 
Navasari : 712 
Nazibkhan R o h i l l a : 

1056, 1064 
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Nei l l , Genera l : 1110 
Nepal : 252, 984-85, 1089, 
: 1101 

Nicanor : 76 , 79 
Nimbalfear, B a j a j i : 516 
Nizam-ul -mulk : 

5 9 2 A - 9 3 A , 1034 
Nizam-shah : 901 
A h m e d : 887 
Nizamshahi : 887-903, 917 
Noronha, D r . ; 546 
Nrusinh : 641, 875-76 
V a r m a : O f P a l l a v 
d y n a s t y : 711 
Octerloney : 984 
Orissai : 885 
U n d e r the M a r a t h a s ; 

,1045-6 
Ostracism : 381 
O u t r a m , Genera l : 1110 
P a d m i n i 
O f C h i t o d : 731-32 
Pakhtoonistan : 
H i n d u conver ts o f : 379 
P a l , 
D y n a s t y : I n B e n g a l : 720 
B i p i n c h a n d r a : 1123 
N i r a n j a n : 1123 
Palkar , N e t a j i : 
R e c o n v e r s i o n to H i n d u i s m : 

516 
Pallavas : 711, 714 
Pakistan : 
C r e a t i o n o f : 1128-32 
Panchadashi : 867 
Pandavati : 
E t h i c s o f war : 643 
Pandyas : D y n a s t y : 216, 660 
K i n g d o m of : 716 
R e i g n :of : 703, 705 
N a v a l E x p e d i t i o n s o f : 495 
Panin i : 69 
Panipat : 942,1054 
Paranjape, S h i v a r a m 

M a h a d e v : 1 1 2 3 
Parasnis : . 
On T i p u S u l t a n : 684 , 
Pariyas : H i n d u caste : 388 

Parmanand, B h a i : 9 6 3 A , 
1123 

Parmars : 
Anecdo te about o r ig in :j677 
Pata l iputra : 249 
Pathans : 1033, 1050-55 
R e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l aggressions 

o f : 996 
Patta : 946 
Pattan : 
c a p i t a l o f Gu ja r a th : 721 
Patwardham, Sa rda r : 569, 

578 
Pegu : 
H i n d u state i n : 495 
Peking : 
C a p i t a l of K u b l a i - K h a n : 696 
Penukond : 919 
Pers ia : h i s to ry o f : 8 
Persian, M u s l i m s : 
I n I n d i a : 445 
E m p i r e , 10 
I n v a s i o n of I n d i a : 644 
P e r u : h i s t o r y of : 8 
Peshawar : 236, 1073 
Peshwas : 498, 1060 
P rac t i ce o f u n t o u c h a b i l i t y : 

346 
B a j i r a o : 500 
N a n a s a h i b : 1063, 1071, 1111, 

1117 
R a g h u n a t h r a o : 1063, 

1065-1067, 1068-1073, 
1082-1083 

Petaum : 930 
Phadke ; Sa rda r : 669, 586-88 
Phi l ip : o f Macedon ia : 10 
Greek governor i n I n d i a : 76 , 

79 
Philippines : 
I n d i a n empire : 216 
Phiroz K h a n : 
B a h a m a n i S u l t a n : 880-82 
Phiroz-shah, T u g h l a k : 
H i n d u parentage o f : 446 
Plutarch : 
A b o u t D a n d a m i s : 31 
O f A l e x a n d e r : 69 
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P o l a n d : 
H u n n i s h ons laugh t o f : 268 
R o u t o f I s l a m : 630 
M u s l i m s i n : 630 
Porus : P o u r a v K i n g : 11 
W a r w i t h A l e x a n d e r : 23-24 
M a d e G o v e r n o r b v 
A l e x a n d e r : 25-26 
P o r t u g a l : 1074A 
P i r s t a r m e d fleet to I n d i a : 

924 
I s l a m i c aggression o n : 924. 
Portuguese : 1050, 1096. 
E n m i t y t o w a r d s M u s l i m s : 

924 
P r o s e l y t i z a t i o n o f H i n d u s : 

924 
P e r s e c u t i o n o f H i n d u s : 533 , 

546, 924, 9 2 5 A 
C o n v e r s i o n m o v e m e n t i n G o a : 

543-44 
A g g r e s s i o n on I n d i a : 316, 

931-932 
A g g r e s s i o n on S o u t h I n d i a : 

998 
Possess ions i n I n d i a : 924 
Possess ion o f G o a : 924 
T e r r i t o r i a l e x p a n s i o n o f : 

925 A 
P r a l i l a d : s t o ry o f : 641 , 

875-76 
Pratap , R a n a : 950-55 
P o l i t i c a l defeat o f M u s l i m s : 

498 
G u e r r i l l a warfare o f : 953 
B a t t l e o f H a l d i g h a t : 952 
Reconques t o f C h i t o d : 951-52 
Pratapdev, R a j a 
O f V e r a n g a l : 734 
Pratapaditya , 
H i n d u ru l e r o f B e n g a l : 855 
Prat ihars : 
A n e c d o t e a b o u t o r i g i n : 677 
P r a y a g : 252, 1058 
P r i t h v i r a j : 804, 1018 
C h o u h a n : 
De fea t o f M o h a m m e d G h r o i : 

671 

M i s c o n c e p t i o n o f v i r t u e s : 
426-27 

L e g e n d of K u t u b - M i n a r : 689 
D e a t h o f : 681 , 687 
' R a s o ' : 676, 679. 
A n e c d o t e o f fire-race : 677 
D e a t h o f M o h a m m e d G h o r i : 

687 
R e p u b l i c a t i o n o f : 678 
P r i t b v i - S t a m b h : 
See K u t u b - M i n a r 
Prooshthabhoomi : 1100. 

1120 ,1122 
Pulakeshi : 
O f C h a l u k y a d y n a s t y : 711 
P u l m a y i , V a s h i s h t h a P u t r a : 

230 
Punjab : 1074A, 1082-1083A, 

1120, 1145-1146, 1149, 
(Panchnad) 
R e p u b l i c s i n a rms : 37 
S u m m a r y o f h i s t o r y : 982-83 
V i v i s e c t i o n o f : 1128-32 
Purana , B h a v i s h y a : 526-28 
P u r a n a s : 
H i s t o r i c a l va lue o f : 1-2 
M o u s a l P a r v a : 645 
P e r v e r t e d concep t ion o f 
v i r t u e s : 645 
Purgupta : 275, 288 
Pushyamitra : 249 
H i s t o r y o f : 185-86 
K i l l s B r i h a d r a t h a : 187-90 
Becomes E m p e r o r : 192 
C a m p a i g n aga ins t G r e e k s : 

193-94 
Horse-sacr i f ice o f : 196-99 
Pe r secu t i on o f B u d d h i s t s : 

203-5 
R e l g i o u s to le rance o f : 206-7 
V i n c e n t S m i t h o n : 2 0 8 - 9 A 
D e a t h of : 210 
Q a n d a h a r : 1084 
Rahup : 690 
R a i m a l : 503 
R a j a r a m , C h h a t r a p a t i : 

1011-1012,1028 
Rajatarangini : 856 
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Sajendra , C h o w l : 
E m p i r e o f : 495, 717 
Rajputana : 843, 956-A 
Rajputs : 1061 
W a r r i o r class : 383 
R e l i g i o u s counter-aggress ion 
o f : 617 
H i s t o r y ot : 676 
D y n a s t i e s : 677 
J o h a r o f : 681 
N a t u r a l i z e d i n N e p a l : 

985-986 
R a s o ' s o f : 676 
S u m e r : 361, 850 ' 
Rajwade : 584, 999, 1013 
Rakkasgi : 905 
See R a k s h a s a b h u v a n : 
Rakshasabhuvan : 
B a t t l e o f : 906 
Rakshasas : 640 
Ramanand, Shree, 515 
Ramchandra : 460 
Ramdas , G u r u : 960, 

1005-1008 
O n p o l i t i c s : 636-37 
Ramdeorao Yadav : 

723-25 
Rameshwar : 431 , 1089 
Ramgupta : ( G u p t a dynas ty ) 

•256-57 
R a m r a i : 867A, 899 , 901-03, 

908, 1018 
R a m r a j a : 
See R a m r a i : 
Ramsing , K u k a : 1120 
Rana, B a r r i s t e r : 1123 
Ranade, M . G . : 999, 1011 
Ranjitsing, M a h a r a j a : 

977, 981 , 1089, 1099 
Rashtraktuas : 
D y n a s t y o f : 660 
D y n a s t y a n d r e ign o f : 

703-705, 715 
Raso's : 676 
A s h i s t o r y : 676 
O f B a p p a R a v a l : 500 
Reference to convers ion o f 

M u s l i m s : 506 
Raste, Sa rda r : 578 
Ratanbhor : 730 
Ravan : 442-443, 640 
Razia Sultana : 692-696 
Religion : 380 
P o l i t i c a l consequences o f : 

159 
Religious Conversion : 
to I s l a m : 
O f Chr i s t i an s , J ews , Pe r s i ans : 

394 
I n I r a n , T u r a n , M i d d l e A s i a 
A f r i c a , f rom E g y p t to S p a i n : 

394 
T o C h r i s t i a n i t y o f M u s l i m s : 

395-396 
T o C h r i s t i a n i t y i n S p a i n , 
Greece, Se rb ia : 395-96 
T o I s l a m : o f H i n d u s : 

397-98 
T o C h r i s t i a n i t y o f H i n d u s : 

399-400 
Rohil las : 1033,1050, 1064 
Rohilkhand : 1045-6 
R o m a n E m p i r e : 10 
Rome : h i s t o ry o f : 8 
-Hunn i sh ons laught o f : 268 
R u d r a , S a k a Sa t r ap : 230, 

258 
Russia : 
H u n n i s h ons laguht o f : 268 
P l n n d e r b y Chengeezkhan : 

696 
Russians : 1065 
Sabakhtageen : 
Sultan of Gazani : 364-69 
Sadashivrai : 899 
Safraunx : 930 
Sahajdhari S i k h s : 980 
S a h y a d r i : 9 9 7 
Saka E r a : 225 
Sakas : 157, 214 1074A 
Simi lar i ty with Kushans ; 

213 
Aggres s ion on I n d i a : 

9, 216, 315, 644 
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T r i b a l feuds o f : 215 
R o u t b y H u n s : 265 
Merge r i n t o I n d i a n c i v i l i z a 
t i o n : 231-33, 262 
Salcharam : B h a g w a n t : 

1064 
Samadkhan : 1073 
Samars ingh : 690 
Samatat : 252 
S a m b a r : 677 
Sambhaj i , G b a t r a p a t i : 
Sacr i f ice o f : 463 
Samudragupta : 252-55, 

289 
S a m u d r i n , K i n g : 883 
Samvat : 226-29 
Sanchi : 91 
Sang, R a n a : 846-48, 933, 

1018 
Sangam : 859, 863 
Sangam dynasty : 

860-61, 867, 878 -882A 
S a n g r a m : b a t t l e o f : 963 
Sankeshwara, M a t h 
(monas tery) : 861 
Sanyogita : 
J o h a r o f : 681 
Sardesai, R i y a s a t k a r , G . S. i 

584, 765, 9 2 5 A , 999, 1002, 
1009, 1091 

Sarhind : 1063-1064 
Sarkar Jadunath : 1009 
Sarwadarshana S a n g r a h a : 

867 
Sashti : 
Satara : 1050 
Satkarni , G o u t a m i p u t r a : 

230 
Sat la j : 1099 
Satyagraha : 1123 
Savarkar, V . D , : 1119-23 
Sayanacharya : 8 6 7 A , 879 
Seeta : 442-43 
Selucos, N i c a t o r : 
R u l e r after A l e x a n d e r : 

128-36, 163 
Sen d y n a s t y : 720 
Sendpva ; 856 

Serbia : 
M u s l i m s i n : 630 
R o u t o f I s l a m : 630 
Sewell , R o b e r t : 869 
S i a m : 
I n d i a n empi re : 216 
S i k h : emp i r e o f : 1089 
Sikhi sm : 
O r i g i n o f : 956-57 
G r o w t h o f : 960 
Sikhs : 956-74, 1065 
H i s t o r y o f : 974-983, 1100 
G o l d e n t emp le o f : 1065 
Conques t o f K a s m i r : 867 
W a r w i t h the E n g l i s h : 
(See A n g l o - S i k h s wars) 
S i n d h : 264, 1045-1046, 104& 
S a k a aggress ion o n : 215 
H i n d u reconques t o f : 321 
A r a b a t t e m p t s at aggress ion : 

324 
M o h a m m e d ben K a s i m ' s 
aggress ion : 325-31, 355-56 
B u d d h i s t p o p u l a t i o n o f : 

357-51 > 
H i s t o r y i n m e d i e v a l p e r i o d : 

850 
F i r s t A r a b i n v a s i o n : 655 
S e c o n d A r a b i n v a s i o n : 656 
M a s s reconvers ions i n : 512 
Sindhia : See S h i n d e : 
Shahaji , B h o n s a l e : 917-921 
Shah-jahan : 917, 961 , 963 
Shaivites : 
P o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s o f : 719 
Shalivahan : d y n a s t y : 711 
K i n g s : 461 
S a k a : 226-29 
Shalva d y n a s t y : 8 8 2 A - 8 8 4 
Shamsuddin : 856 
Shan : 521 
Shankar, L o r d : 876 
Shankaracharya, Shree : 

718 
Shankarbhashya : 718 
Shankardev, Y a d a v : 

734, 737 
Shatadru : see Su t le j : 
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Shershah, Sur : 933 
Shikander Sultan : 446 
Shi laditya : R u l e r i n G a z a n i : 

321 
Shinde, J a y a j i r a o : 1050 
M a h a d a j i : 930 
Saba j i : 1083 
Sivaji . C h h a t r a p a t i : 101-102 
B i r t h o f : 1015 
T i m e s o f ; 998 
R e c o n v e r s i o n o f H i n d u s : 516 
C h i v a l r y o f : 450-51A 
Shivneri , F o r t o f : 887 
Shoorpanakha : 460 
Sbrawasti : 346 
Shireeram : 640 
Shreerang : 919 
Shreevijay : 716 
Shudrakas: 
see M a l a v a s 
Siddharaj , J a i s i n g h : 435-438 
Skundgupta : 271, 275-80 
Slave d y n a s t y : 688-99 
Smith , V i n c e n t : 
O n A l e x a n d e r ' s campaign : 83 
O n C h a n d r a g u p t a M o u r y a : 

139-40 
O n C h a n d r a g u p t a I I : 261 
O n M i h i r g u l a : 284 
O n V a i d i c H i n d u s : 286 
O n the defeat o f H u n s : 300 
O n Ind ia ' s i m m u n i t y f rom 
fore ign a t t a c k : 322-322A 
O n B u d d h i s t A h i m s a : 337-38 
Somaldevi ; 501 
Somnath : 432-34 
Soiibhooti: I n d i a n repub l i c : 35 
Sourashtra : 259 
Spain : 
M u s l i m re l ig ions aggression : 

497, 924, 1074A 
R o u t o f I s l a m : 625-26 
Sparta : r epub l ic o f : 1035A 
Sthaneshwar : 
B a t t l e o f : 681 
Sudda : 879 
Sumatra: H i n d u K i n g s of: 716 
A d v e n t of the D u t c h : 926 

Sur dynasty : 933-35 
Surat : 927 
Suryadevi a n d P r a m i l a d e v i : 
daughters o f D a h i r : 331 
Swat : (r iver) : 127 
Tahvadi : ba t t l e of : 671 
T a i m u r L a n g (T imur ) : 

837-38, 910 
Taimurshah : 

1057 ,1063-1064 ,1066 ,1073 
T a l i k o t : 906, 1018 
T a n g a d g i : 9 0 6 
See R a k s h a s a b h u v a n 
Tanjawar : 919 
Tanjour : 
See Tanjawar 
Tashkent : 236 
T a r i k : 358 
Tawarikh-e-Sona : 609-10 
T a x i l a : U n i v e r s i t y o f : 20 
R u i n o f : 281 
Tej Bahadur, G u r u : 

463, 963 6 3 A 
Telangan : 882 
Thai land : 495 
Thaneshwar : 
B a t t l e o f : see S thaneshwar 
Thattha : 1049 
Ti lak , L o k m a n y a : 1121-23 
T i m u r : See T a i m u r L a n g : 
T i p u , S u l t a n : 555-71 
Sons o f : 686-588 
W a r w i t h the E n g l i s h : 1097 
Tirumalacharya : 1123 
T i r u m a l r a i : 905, 919 
T o d d , M a j o r : 505 676 
Tojo, G e n e r a l : 1126 
Tope, Genera l T a t y a : 1117 
T o r m a n : 281, 283 
T r a t i k a : 460 
Trisamudreshwar : 529 
Tughlakh, d y n a s t y : 818-839 
G h y a s - u d - d i n : 818-20 
M o h a m m e d : 

820, 827, 862 
Pherozshah : 827-28, 833-35 
T u l u v : d y n a s t y : 884, 

891-95 . 898-99 
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Tungbhadra , r i v e r : 869 
T u r a n : 1030 
T u r a n i n a , M u s l i m s : 445 
T u r k , M u s l i m s : 445 
T u r k s : 379, 667, 996 
A g g r e s s i o n on I n d i a 

931-932, 1031 
S t rugg le w i t h M o n g a l s 
see : MoDgal-Turkish s t ruggle 
Udaysingh, R a n a : 946 
U d e p u r : 953 
U j j a i n : 259 
U s m a n : 324 
Uttar K u r u s : 321 
Vaidic Gods : 14 
Vaishnavas : 645 
Vaishya : 388 
V a l m i k i : 993 
V a r m a : 
S h y a m j i K r i s h n a : 1123 
Vasai : 9 2 5 A 
Vasishtha, Sage : 677 
Vasudeo, S a m r a t : 248 
Vasudev Balwant : 1120 
Vasumitra , Shunga : 198 
V e r u l : 715 
Victor ia , Queen : 

1112-18 
Vidarbha : See B e r a r 
Vidyaranya, Swami Shanka
racharya : 861 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t o f V i j a y a n a g a r 
E m p i r e : 513 
B o o k s o f : 867 
R e l i g i o u s counter-aggress ion : 

513 
Vijapur : 886, 901 
Vijaynagar, E m p i r e : 513 , 

823, 8 5 8 A - 6 1 , 878-84, 
891-900-6 1018, 1021 

N r u s i n h s t a n d a r d o f : 874, 
876-77 

N r u s i n h t emple o f : 872 
C i t y o f : 861, 871, 891, 907-10 
V i k r a m Samvat : 221-24, 259 
V i k r a m a d i t y a : 
See C h a n d r a g u p t a , I I ( G u p t a 
d y n a s t y ) 

Vikramadi tya I : 
( C h a l u k y a d y n a s t y ) : 711 
Vikramadi tya II 
( C h a l u k y a d y n a s t y ) : 712-13 
Vil ivayankur : 230 
Vil ivayankur II : 286 
Vindhyas : 252 
Virupaksha : 882 
Vishakhadatta : 255 
Vishnugupta : 
A l i a s C h a n a k y a : 98 
Vishnu-Stambh : 
See K u t u b - M i n a r 
Vishwamitra : 641 
Vitthal , Shivdev : 1064, 

1069-70 
Vodyars : 555, 571 
C h i k k a K r i s h n a r a j : 555 
Vrindavan , G o k u l : 1059 
V r i s h n i : I n d i a n R e p u b l i c : 36 
Vyankatadr i : 905 
W a l l : 860 
Warangal : 
Western Nations : 
A d v e n t i n I n d i a : 883 
White, General : 1110 
W i m a , Kadphises : 225, 234, 

236 
W o r l d W a r II : 1125 
Xavier , Saint Francis : 

543-44, 924 -925A 
Yadavas R e i g n of : 703-5 
Defea t b y A l l a - u d - d i n : 725 
Yashodharma : 265-310 
Yavans : (Greeks) : 15, 17, 461 
Youdheya : 38-39 
Defea t o f S a k a s : 218-19 
Yugantar Sami t i : 1123 
Yukavihar : 338-339 
Z a m o r i n , K i n g 
See S a m u d r i n 
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Page Para line Erratum Correction 

(Footnote) The number The • number i n the 
i nd i ca t e b o d y o f the t e x t 

ind ica tes 
8. 15 2 I n d i a n I o n i a n 

11. 23 14 M a c r h e d M a r c h e d 
12. 26 22 to w a i t s i m p l y to w a i t 
22. 46 
25. 55 
27 . 6 1 r a n k i n g r a n k l i n g 
28 . 63 5 wholesa lem wholesale m a n 

an-s laughter s laughte r 
32. 72 12 demsne demesne 
39. 91 12 Peacock Peacocks 

92 13 a n d be the a n d becoming the 
42. 97 1 P a r e l y P a r l e y 
44. 102 3 i t is i t was 
52. 126 3 B h a r a t i y a B h a r a t i y a empire 

emperor 
5 5 . 134 12 backwars b a c k w a r d s 
57 . 141 11 the t hen the then 
58 . 142-A 5 no more c o u n t r y no other c o u n t r y 

142-A 2 
3 +o4<?ll 

63 . 152 1 appeared on appeared a theis t ie 
the whole a the i s t i c 

65. 155 7 t h a t a rmy tha t a rmed 
s t r eng th s t reng th 

6 6 . 156 6 
67 . 161 2 I n d i a n M a u r y a M a u r y a E m p i r e 

E m p i r e 
70. 169 9 ( in . . . enemy ( In . . .enemy 
71 . 170 1 
7 3 , 177 9 was a d o r i n g was w a r m i n g 
77. 185 3 H e w as H e was 
83 . 202 7 b e h i n d . I n b e h i n d — i n 
84. 205 6 A t t ha t t ime delete the phrase 
97 . 232 3 to effect ively effectively to 

impress impress 
98. 235 2 be ing h a v i n g been 
99 . 236 5 accoun t i n accoun t o f h i s i n 
99. 16 s ame . . .wh ich same. . . as 

111. 263 14 deve loped h a v i n g d e v e l o p e d 
132. 321 5 H e r a b H e r a t 
136. 334 3 w o r k w o r d 
143. 3 5 1 - A 22 to die r a the r r a the r d y i n g to 

to be be ing 
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158. 388 17-21 A g a i n i f I t w o u l d never 
t rue self. h ave r ema ined so 

firm i f the l i f e -b lood , w h i c h r a n t h r o u g h the H i n d u 
s o c i e t y , a p p a r e n t l y m o s t heterogeneous a n d m i s e r a b l y 
d i sorgan ised , h a d no t a n i m a t e d i t s d ive r s i f i ed ele
ments w i t h some u n d y i n g a n d u n i f y i n g force a n d a 
ce r t a in consciousness of i t s t rue self. 

169. 426-427 10 
169. 429-430 12 a b t ro c i t ies a t r o c i t i e s 
172. 435 1 confesed confused 
187. 471-472 11 
193. 488 7 S m r i t i s S h r i t i s 
195 . 492 4 i m p u d e n t i m p r u d e n t 
198 . 498 8 P e s h w a r P e s h w a 
203. 517 5 S o u t h the S o u t h t h a n the 

R a j p u t s R a j p u t s 
210. 534 1 I t was w i t h t h i s t h a t w i t h the 

n o b l e . . . nobles t 
2 2 1 . 551 2 R e m a r k s have R e m a r k s t h a t have 
227. 568 3 to the l a t t e r to the l e t t e r 
242 . 607-608 16 
247. 623 1 
247. 623 2 
247. 6 2 3 - B 1 woder w o n d e r 
2 5 3 . 636-637 7 
253. 636-637 9 
255 . 641 6 uper-savage super-savage 
267. 671 10 T a t a w a d i T a l a v a d i 
276. 690 11 ( A m b e r o f A m e r ) ( A m b e r o r A m e r ) 
294. 744 10 wha tever wherever 
350. 874 1 wsrf'a' ^•••TTTfiTfr': 
350. 875 10 beas ty beas t ly • 
359. 898 21 P o r b e a r a n duece Fo rbea rance due 
371 . 9 2 5 - A 9 V a s i a V a s a i 

10 S a i n t H o m e S a i n t T o m e 
383. 949 2 s tores stones 
404. 995 5 i n a t u n i n g i n a l i v i n g manner 

manner 
405. 997 19 p res iden t p r e s i d i n g 
407. 1001 19 gen te lman gen t l eman 
422. 1036-37 12 one w r i t e r s one wr i t e s 
II II 16 

II II 17 
II II 22 
423. 1038 12 t h a n t hen 
452. 1094 -A 13 independen t i n d i g e n o u s 
462. 1113 5 w h i c h whoever 


