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Publisher’s note.

This publication does not need an apology. Itis
rather late and so that it might not be too Iata, it has
been published now, nearly a year sfter the events it
detai's. Some mistakes here aud there must creep in
under such circumstances and we reguest our generous
readers to excase them in the first publication.

The 23rd session of A.I., Hindu Mahasabha held at
Bhagalpur has its own lessouns, It was an epoch
making event and under its stress the sirengtih and wea
kness of the Mahasabha organisation came out more
clearly than would have beea possible otherwise.
Therefore we look back to an occount of this Hindu
Mahasabha Blitz Krieg in the preseat phase of the
straggle of Hindudom to u:pr-ﬂ:ﬂf

This book necessarily m:;nh_.;&ingtmm does
not attempt to give all rosy and complacent pictare of
a propogandist. It is a history of the session with an

intimate personal knowledge of the affiars and men.
Baut it could not be as comprehensive as is was desi-
rod to make it. This book owes its appearance to the
inspiration given by Swatantrys Vir V. D, Savarkar,
President of the All-India Hindusabha, to publish an
account, which, althongh not the last word on the
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subject, might of material help to the workers in the
organisation and’the futare historisn of the Mahasabhs
organisation.

We also fecl very much as we could not place
before our patriotic aud gonerous reader the Presider-
tisl address of our President "Sawvarkarji” owing to
scarcity of paper. We hope that you all will excuse

us for the same, We willl pablish the same in our
next edition,

Wo therofore prosont this publieation te the Hindu
Sangathanists, in this present imperfoct form,

We request all our Hindn Sabha leaders, workers
and Hinda Sangathanists friends to send us such anth
entie itoms of informations as have eseaped us for inens
rporation in the noxt issuo.

Weo must thank very muoch the management of the
Jyotish Prakash Presy, who have made the publication
possible and that too within inoredibly short time,

Basudeva Narayan Sinha
S, Prop:—Madhukari
( Bihar ) Publisher,
28-12-42 &
Secretary, Town Hindu Sabha,

&
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The twenty third session of Al India Hindu Maha-
sabha held at Bhagalpur on the holy bank of the Ganges
in the province of Bchar was a unique session in more
respects than one and marked the opening of & new era
in the growth and developement of this representative
organization of the Hindus,

The surging tide of nationalism which swept the
length and breadth of this vast country, the feclings which
found expression in this movement, the inner seliconciou-
sness which is necessary to give m movement the strength
to fight for independence of the country and glorification
of the nation, were the special features of this session,
which was really an expression of the soul of Hindutva
struggling apainst heavy-odds to express itsell, This
session gave the necessary seli-confidence to the workers
in the cause of Hindutva and showed fo what depths the
soul of the Hindus had been stimed by the movement
launched by the Hindu Maha Sabha under the able
leadership of wveer, V. D, Savarkar, the prince among
revolutionariess snd light of the patriotic Indians, We
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are still so close to the event that it is not possible for us
to assess the effect of this' momentous session, but this
much is clear, and anyone who runs may read on the wall
of times that the Hindu Nation has a wirility which defies
old age and is not a nation which is going to die and be
wiped out of existence and that it has still strength,
the same strength which enabled it in the times of yore
to successfully overcome the forces of destruction in the
shape of invasions of the barbaric tribes and plunderers,

The Invitation.

In the Calcutta Session of the All India Hindo Maha-
Sabha held in the year 1939, Bihar invited the next
session, but that invitation was not accepted and prefe-
rence was given to Madms, At the Madura Session of
1940, Bihar repeated the invitation and Pandit Bharat
Mism, General Secretary of the Behar Provincial Hindu
Sabha, with his friends Pt. Vishwanath Shastri, Babu
Ganga Prasad Gupts, Pandit Asarfi Sukul, Mahanth Gyan
Prakash and other members pressed for its acceptance on
the ground that for more than a decade no session of
the All India Hindu Mahasabha had been held in Behar,
There was voting and Doctor B, 8, Munje, Dr, Shyama
Pd, Mukherji and other respected leaders supported the
claims of Bichar against the Punjab, Bihar was given
the honour of holding the session of the All India Hindu
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Mahasabha for 1941. Pandit Bharat Mista was careful
to request and obtain the assurances of full support and

help from Dr, Munje, Dr. Shyama Pd, Mukherji and
other leaders of the Hindu Mahasabha.

The provisional reception committee,

On his return from Madura Pandit Bharat Misra
convened a meeting of the working committee of the
Provincial Hindu Sabha, and a Provisional Reception
committee was formed with Babu Ganpa Pd, Gupta
as the convenor. Babu Ganga Prasad Gupta proceeded
to organise the Reception Commiltee with he help
of the members of the Provisional Reception
Committee, prominent among whom were ;:—Pt, Raghva-
charyn Shastri, Sj, Gaurishankar Prasad, Pt, Bajaranga
Dutta Sharma, Sf. Surya Narayan Prasad, Pt. Bharat
Misra and Rai Bahadur Gurusevak Upadhyaya.

There were differences of opinion wunfortunately
from the very beginning and what apparently seemed wro.
ng, approach to the constitutional side of the question
whether the General Secretery of the Behar Provincial
Hindu Sabha had any right or authority to invite the All
India Sessiou on behalf of the province was taken up in
the very beginning, Rai Bahadur Gurusevak Upadhyay,
the then Working President of the Behar Provincial Hindu
sabha, issued a statement that the session had nol been
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invited by Provincial Hindu Sabha, and the suthority of
Pandit Bharal Misra to invite the session was questioned.
But this ssue was clinched at once by the Provincial
Hindu Sabha and the formation of the Provisnal
Reception Committee by the Provincial Hindu Sabba
clearly demonstrated that the invitation had been ratified
if there was ever anything wrong in it, by the
Provincial Sabha.

But misfortune and . dificulty dogged the organisers
of the session at every step inspite of this clarification,
The Provincial Hindu Sabha by a circular letfer iseued
to all the Districts of Bihar requested the local District
Sabbas to inform the Provincial Hindu Sabba the
feasibility of holding the All India Session in the local
limits of their respective Districts. Bhagalpur District
Hindu conference was being held at that time at
Singheshwar Sthan, a holy, ancient place of pilgrimage in
North Bhagalpur. Pt, Bajmng Dutt Sharma, the veteran
Hindu Sabha leader of the province and Sccretary of the
Provincial Hindu Sabha, attended this conference, and
under his inspiration and guidance Habun Gouri Shanker
Prasad M. A., B. L. with the concurrence and support of his
friends Pt. Raghavacharya Shastri, Bhishwanath Shastri,
Babu Surya Naniin Pd, and Babu Ganga Pd, Gupt and
others tabled a resolution inviting the Provincial Hindu
Sabba to hold All India session at Bhagalpur, This

& K

resolution was passsd by the conference with great
enthusiasm_ some of the members of the District Hindu
Sabha of Bbagalpur however, honestly believed that
Bhagalpur ought not to be the venue of the All India
soon after the conference of Singheshwar Sthan. The
ground of their opposition was not that they did not
want to have the All India Session at all, but that they
believed that Bhagalpur which had to pass through
almost famine condition at that time and was subjected
to the imposition of Additional Police Force for the
ostensible purpose of maintuining peace between the
Hindus and Muslims was not a fit place for holding the
session, and they were very careful in presenting their
views to the Provincialy body, The Provincial Hindu
conference was held at Daltanganj and the claims of the
various districts for being selected as the venue for the
forthcoming session was considered in this conference
and it was fnmally decided to appoint a committee
consisting of Pt. Bbarat Misra, Babu Nand Kishore Pd,
and §j. Padmnaj Jain to report regarding the suitability
of the various districts for selection of the site and report
the matter to the Provincial Working Comittee for final
sclection, The committee visited Bhagalpur and met
with the almost all the workers of Hindu Sabba and
finally came to the conclusion that Bhagalpur was an
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ideal place for being selected. The working committee of
and Bhapalpur finally came to know that the honour of
holding the session as also the great responsibility
atfending to it must be borne by it,

Personal Rivalry

Unseemly personal rivelry marred the initial stages
of the activities of the Reception Committee that had only
been provisonally formed for organizing the Reception
Committee, The name of Rai Sahib Surendra Nath
Basu the president of the District Hindu Sabba was
mentioned for the General Secretaryship of the Reception
Committee, as against Babu Ganga Pd, Gupt who was
then working as the Secretary of that provisional reception
commitice. There was much bitterness of mud throwing
and the interference of 8j. Padamraj Jain for clearing up
the matter only complicated it further and it seemed that
much valuable time was being wasted on this personal
wrangle of trusted workers, which could not but impair
the smooth working and efficiency of the Reception Co-
mmitiee, The matter came to such a pass that in the
meeting held in the spacious hall of the Marwari Pathshala,
the group led by Rai Sahib Surendra Nath Basu, retired
and on behalf of the young workers Babu Gouri Shanker
Prasad undertook the responsibility of forming the Rece-
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ption committee and shoulder the burden of organising the
next session, Further attempts were made to bring the har-
mony and restore  concord among the workers, While
this effort was going on,the Provincial Working Commit-
tee of the Hindu Sabha met at Darbhanga and dissolved
the Provisional Reception Committee on the ground of
acrimony among the members and workers of the Rec-
eption Committee. Divisional committee were formed to
carry on the work which ordinarily falls to a Reception
Committee, but it was soon found impracticable,

Mr. Lahiri’s helpful Intervention.

The Working Committee of the Bihar Provincial Hindu
Sabha met at Bhagalpur on 17, 8. 41 in the Marwari
Pathshala Hall, Mr, Ashutosh Lahiri, Secretary, All India
Hindu Maha Sabha had been deputed to see that the Re-
ception Committee was properly formed, Mr, Lahiri met
bading citizens and prominent Hindu Sabha workers of
the town and in his presence and with his advice the
Bihar Provincial Hindusabha working committee resolved
that “The venue of the All India Hindu Sabha confere-
nece be fixed at  Bhagalpur” and a provisional Receplion
Committee was agsin formed with Rai Bahadur Sukh
Raj Roy as the General Secretary and Rai Sahib Surendra
Nath Basu, Advocate and Mr, Gouri Shanker Prasad
M. A, B. L. as Joint Secretaries, This committee was dire-
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cled to call a general meeting of the Reception Committee
members to finally form the working committee and elect
office bearers, In the meantime Sit.. Gouri Shanker
Prasad wrote to President Savarkar Ji, explaining the
situation and requested a direction, The President wrole
the lollowing letter in reply, which is set out in extense as
giving the guiding principle for workers in ‘public life.’

Letter,
To

Syt. Gauri Shanker Prasad, M, A, B. L., Pleader,

Jt Secretary Hindu Mahasabba Reception Committee
of the 23rd Session,
Parsonage Road.
BHAGALPUR,
Mahashay,
Your letter of the 22-8-1941 to hand.

I was glad to note that inspite of a lot of fratting and
fuming here and there, our Hindn Sanghatanist comrades in
Bibar have al last decided to discharge the responsibility
that has devolved on their shoulders of holding the Hindu
Mahasabha Session in Bibar in a way befitting to the great
traditions with which Hindudom all over India cherishes
the name of Bihar, This Session of the Hindu Mahasabha
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must more magnificent than any in the past and must
also prove both to the Government, to the moslems as
well to our own Hindus, the fact that the Hindu Maha-
sabha has risen to the position of the pre—dominent party
which is bound in near future to be s0 powerful as to
dictate its terms as the only representative of Hindudom
to all concerned and that it can no longer be dominated
or meglected or .browbeaten by any anti-Hindu forces
whether they be Governmental ( that is British ) or
moslem or by the non-Hindu Pseudo=Nationality now
raging rampant in our land,

This is the objective before us, This is the crucial
question especially before my brethren in Bebar and
consequently it goes without saying that all other questi-
ons of party=clicks or provincial injustice or misunders-
tanding or persoval controversies must be  sub—ordinated
to this in the best intrest of Hindudom as a whole. Con-
sequently, although it is so difficult for me from such
a distance to adjudge correclly the party claims and com-
plaints, | exhort you to refmin fron culting off your conne
clion with the Provincial Reception Committee and to
lend the weight of your influence and active co-operation
to all those who will form the formal Reception Come
mittee at your meeting on the 31st inst. You all should
make it convenient anyhow to work on the Reception
Committee no matter in whatever capacity you are called
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upon to do so by circumstances there, It is in such cases
that the spirit of accommodation and surrender in the
interest of the great ideal testifies to the real greatness of
man and we win our point in substance by losing it in
detail,

3. | would have surely gone into the details you
referred to and given instructions to all our friends conce
rmed or sent Dr. Moonje or some other nolable leader as
you suggesied but then it is impossible to do =0 now as
it is only a couple of days that intervene between the
meeting t0 be held on the 31st instant, when the final de
cision must be taken, ‘Thererfore, all I can say now to
all of you there is to put an end to all dispules, frame a
Reception Commitiee and whether any one of you ha-
ppens 10 be on it or outside it extend full and whole-he
arted co—operalion to it, t0 make the Session a magnih
cent sucess, It is not now the provincial Receplion Commi
ttee put the Pan-Hindu cause, the Hindu Mahasabha
itself which is concerned, Let no Hindu in Behar spare
himself in rendening the sesion a great success,

Yours sincerely,
V. D. Savarkar.

The meeting of the Provisional ' Reception Commi
tiee was held on 31. 8, 42 and the resolution fixing Bhag
alpur as the venue of the next session of the All India
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Hindu Maha sabha was reaffirmed, The following office
bearers and members were elected to the working commi
ttee of the Receiption commitee,

1, Kumer Ganga Nand Singh — Working President,

2, Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Roy =— General Secretary.
3, Sjt. Gouri Shanker Prasad Secretary incharge of

M, A.B, L, General Office,
4. Sjt. Ganga Prasad Gupta Propaganda and vol-
unteers organisation,
5. Sjt. Rai sahib SN, Basu
Advocate, — Finance Secretary,
6 , Rai Bahadur Sudhanshu
Bhushan Roy, . — Secrefaries incharge of
Advocate, Pandal decoration and
7. , Bindeshwari Prasad accomodation,
Singh B, L.
8. , Surya Namayan Prasad — Exhibition Secretary.
B, L.

9. Dr, Kanhai Lal = Provisions and stores,
10, Rai B, Bansidhar Dhandhania — Treasurer.

‘With this election of the office, bearers the differences
among the workers of the various groups were eventually
obliterated and with a commendable team spirit the
working Committee bent all its energies to the stupendous
task of holding the session,
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The Reception Committee had planned to carry the
message of the Mahasabha to the works and corner of
the province and also in the territory of the only indep-
endent Hindu Kingdom of Nepal which lies close to the
north of Bhagalpur District, In fact Bhagalpur had been
sclected as a venue for the reasons that it lies on the
borders of Nepal, Santhal Parganas and Bengal, But
this programme of intensive and extensive propoganda
and Sangathan had to be given up due to want of time,
And the Reception Committee busied itself with selecting
the site and drawing up the plan for the erection of the
Pandal and the accomdation of the delegates and visitors,

The planning.

The Reception Committee had decided to erect a
“Nagar™ for the the accomodation of the delegates and
visitors, with “Leaders Camp" close by. It wss expected
that the delegates would thus have the opportunity of
giving their full attention to the problems facisly the mot
won and an  atmosphere of happy commaradiere would
prevail among them hailing from distant parts ol our co-
mmon motheriand, Special lighting, watering and sanit
ary nmmangements were carciully thoughtout and
closcly was 40 be erected the spacious pandal to
date 50,000 delegates and visitors, with a Rostrum
ically drawn up to represent Lord Krishna leading
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chariot of Arjun to the epic battle of the Kurukshetra.

Kumar Krishna Nanda Singh, a worthy seion of the
Banaili Raj family famed for its generosity and support
of public institutions, granted permission for the uvse of
his lands for the erection of Mahasabhas Nagar in “Gouri
Gianj”, Other inhabitants of the locality also very gladly
put the use of their lands, The ground had been measu-
red and mapped out and construction was to be taken up
when the Reception Commillee was called upon to face
an entirely new threat to ils activiities this time from the
Bihar Government,

Commissioner’s Suggestions.

On 18.9.41 the Commissioner of Bhagalpur Division
repuested the secretaries of the Reception Committee to
meet him the next day. The secretaries met him accordin
oly. It was then for the first time that the Commissioner
told the secretaries that the Bihar Government in consule
tation with the Gowt, of India had directed him to Persua-
de the local organisers in view of the communal tesnsion

at Bhagalpur to give up the atterapt to hold the session
at Bhagalpur and in case they did not yield 10 this “pers-
uation” {he Bihar Govt, had decided to ban the session i
it was held in Bhagalpur, Monghyr, Patna or Gaya and
“euch other places”, because communal relations were
not happy in South Bihar, Ranchi was mentioned as a
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proper venue but the commissioner admitted that that
town also had recently upuieﬁmdmnuth-nkulm
munal passion,

The Secretaries of the Reception Committee insisted
on a written communication but the Commissioner refused
to commit himself in writing. How well-advised the
Secretaries were in this insistence will be clear from the
fact that from a personal request of the local officer in
June to remove the venue outsides, Bhagalpur Division
( consisting of the districts of Bhagalpur, Monghyr, Purnea
and the Santhal pargana ) it grew in September to a
threat of ban on the session if held in places like Bhagal-
pur, Monghyr, Patna and Gaya and finally on 26th
September the Govt. issued a communique banning the
holding of the session in the district of Bhaglpur, Mon-
ghyr, Patna, Gaya, Shahabad, Muzaffarpur Darbhanga.,

The office secretary of the Reception Committee
however took immediate steps to inform Rashtrapati, Vir,
Savarkar, the working president Dr, Shyama Prasad Muk-
herji, the President of the Bengal Provincial Hinbu Sabha
and the “Karyadhyaksha” of the Reception Committes,
S5it. Kumar Gangananda Singh, the developments. It
was expected that the Bihar Government would not act in
such hot haste as to preclude all chances of an honourable
setlleent, But for once the proverbially slow machinery
of the Govt. seemed to be aroused to vigorous activity
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and the “information’ was officially published on 27th
September. That the Govt, had decided 10 ban the
holding of the 23rd Session of the All-India Hindu Maha-
sabha in seven districts of Bihar and that the Govt, Com-
munique to effect would be published formally soon
thereafter,

The Circular Letter.

Sjt. Gauri Shanker Prasad Office Secretary of R, C.
had issued a circular letter on 19-9-41 asking the opinion
of the members of the R, C, working committee regarding
the Govt, Ban, Sjt. Krishna Ballav Narayan Singh, propr
etor of Ramibigha Estate, wrole in reply that he was
lasd down with fever and would not be able to attend the
meeting of the Receplion Committee, but in his opinion
“the matler was” soserious that we should resist strongly
and see that the just cause of the Hindus should in
no way suffer or be retarded.

Sjt, Kumar Gangananda Singh ji had written pre-
viously that his “personal opinion is that the Mahasabha
be held in North Bhagalpur, preferably at Saharsa, Of
course the matter had to be finally decided by the Pro-
vincial working commiltee and our Receplion Co-
mimittee’’, Later on, he again wrote on 3-10-41, “Now
that Swatantrya Veer Barrister Savarkar, President of the
A. L. H. Mahasabba has taken up the matter, we should
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await developments, | have refrained from commenting
on the Govi, Communique, because | am not sure
what view the Hindu Mahasabba will take of it and what
it will do in this connection. We must speak with one
voice.” He had also drwn up a programme of extensive
tour in Pornea District, which be could not however
undertake for various reasons and be expressed his own
diffsculty that his “programme larpely depended upon  the
movements of and instructions from the Maharaja  Dhiraj
of Darbhanga and so was unable to attend the meeting
of the Reception Committre called 10 meet on the 9th
October to make it recommendation to the Alkindia
Hindu Mahasabha,

The Correspondence,
In the meantime, Rashtrapati Veer Savarkar had
written to the Governor of Bihar on 25th September,
1941 the following letiers —

8jt. Eavarkar’s Letter to Bihar Governor.

Copy of letter, dated 25th Seplember 1941, from Mr,
V. D, Savarkar, Pressdent, Hindu Mahasabbs, Ssvarkar
Sadan, Kelmkor Road, Bombay 14, to His Excellency
the Governor of Bihar e

I hope Your Excellency would not mind this hurried

nuh-ﬁumhynmhmnuly Urgency compels
me to do so,

< -

I have just rectived a report from the Secretary of
the Reception Committee of the next session of the Hindu
Mahasabha to be held at Bhagalpur ( Bihar) to the effect
that the Commissioner of Bhagalpur informed the Recep-
tion Committee orally that the Session should not be
held anywhere in the North Bibar and that they should
sbandon the idea of holding it at Bhagalpur in particular
on the ground that the communal tenséon in  that part is
keen, | have also read today in the press a report to the
same effect, That is the resson why | hasten o
approach Your Excellency to request you that the Gove-
rmment need not be anxious at all, so far as the Hindu
Mahasabha side is concerned, that the session, even il it
i held in Bhagalpur, would give any cause to inflame
communal feelings, It is not voly now that Bhagalpur
has been decided as a venue all of a sudden, The ques
tion of choosing Bhagalpur had been  publicly thrashed
out in the press and on the platiorm for months together
and then it was decided on grounds which were well
known and which had absolutely nothing to do with any
communal bias, Had the Government sugpested any
change at the very beginning, there would have been some
chance of taking that factor also into consideration in
making the choice of Bhagalpur. But now the prepara.
tions have advanced to such a stage and the Hindu
Mahasabba arganiztion has got itscl commitied 5o defi-

2
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nitely 10 hold the session at Bhagalpur that it would be
nearly impossible, and certainly humiliating, to the
Hindus, to change the venue simply because some other
community may grow so infolerent at the sight of the
Hindus exercising their legitimate right of free speech
and association, If any such doubt is entertained by the
police, the Government should prohibit that community
which threatens to disturb peace and order and seeks to
stop the law-abiding and legilimate aclivities of the
Hindus to hold a session at a place they think fit in
exercise of their lundamental rights of citizenship.

In this connection, 1 refer to the case regarding the
last session of the Moslkem League which was held af
Madras. In order to allow the Leagu: to hold the session
there last year withoul any disturbance, the Government
there prohibited the Hindus from holding any conlerence
or assembling in numbers or making any demonstrations
elc, in that restricled area, That was unjust enough, But
apart from that question, once that it has happened it
may serve a8 a good precedent which the Government
of Bihar may follow in the case of Hindus too and should
prohibit the Moslem ccmmunity from disturbing the
Hindu Maha Sabha session by criminal means or criminal
intimidations in case the police suspect any of them to
mesn to do so. There is enough time now for the Govern-
ment 10 make every arrangement for affording police pro-
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tection to the Reception Commiltee in the exercise of
their legitimate activities. 1 need not emphasise the point
that the duty of the Governmenrt is to prohibit the crimi-
nals from stopping lawabiding citizens in the exercise of
their Jegitimate rights and not to stop the law-abiding
citizens themselves from doing it so as to placate the
criminals and put a premivio thus on Goondaism, black-
mail, intimidation and criminal aggression,

Of course, if the Government has any reason to doubt
the sincere desire of the Hindu Mahasabha as to their
solemun affiomation that they mean fo conduct the session
lnirly and squarely within the legitimate bounds and mean
to do nothing that might be justly calculated to offend
other communities,=1 shall be glad to know the proof of
the reasons which lead the Government to enfertain such
doubts,  The Mahssabha it leaders work out every thing
in an accomodating spirit provided no deliberate attempt
to humiliate the Hindus is made or their fundamental
rights are not trampled down to placale to the aggrersive
demands and even whim of non Hindu sections,

In this connection your Excellency will remember that
the Hindu Mahasabha has extenced a responsive co-opera-
tion to the Government to help the common cause of Indian
delence ever since the breaking of the war and has proved
to be an effective force in eneouraging the Hindus to join the
Military forces of all arms in thousands, Some of its outsta-
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nding leaders are already working on the National Defence
Council, the Advisory War Council, the Provincial War
Committees, because the Hindu Mahasabha is convince
that in the interest of the Hiudus themselves, th
must ally themselves with the British in the common cause
of defending India from alien aggression or from inte
anarchy, How can an All-India organization which is whole
heart edly and publicly committed to this policy can de
berately do anything in its session which may embs
the Government in their war efforts in so far as Indian
fence is concerned or encourage anarchy within the cou
try by inviting deliberately any communial disturbance
and civil feuds,

I urge your Excellency, for all these reasons, to withdray
any proposals or orders intended to prohibit the session
Bhagalpur, so that no avoidable cause may be given i
undermine the sympathy and good will which all Hindt
Sabhaits have been feeling in pressing on the cause of 1
an militarisation with a view to defeat any prospe
alien aggression which Great Britain also means 1o hgh
out in her own defence.

Fortunately, no written orders are as yet given by th
Commissioner and therefore the Government is not com
mitted publicly to ban the Session. This is just the time
therelore, for your Excellency, to withdraw the oral sugge
fions or advice or orders the Commissioner might ha
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given. If the only difficulty is about the Bakrid a change
of dates may be amicably fixed on,

Hoping to recive a favourable and re-assuring reply at
your Excellency's earliest convenience,

Yours sincerely,
8d. V. D, Savarkar,
President, Hindu Mahasabha,
d0th September 1941,

To this the secretary to the Governor of Bihar gave the
following reply on 30th september, 1041,

Governors secretary's reply
Dear Mr, Savarkar,

I am desired by His Excellency the Governoe to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 25th
September, 1941, The order under Rule 56 ol the
Defence of India Rules prohibiting the holding of the
Conference in Bhagalpur and six other districts between
the 1st December 1041 and the 10th January 1942,
and the Press Communique giving the reasons for this
steps, had already issued when your letter was received.

His Excellency regrets that it should have become
necessary to issue a formal order, He should have’
preferred to seck m solution in the same spirit of acco
wmodation which marks your letter bad not the loc
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representatives of the Sabha refused to refer the question
at issue to the All India Committee of the Maha Sabha
unfil the Provincial Government had issued an  authorita-
five order, His Excellency would also make it clear that
the action which has been taken can have come as no
surprise to the local executive of the Sabha in Bhagalpur
since as early as June of this year they were made awnre
of the views of the Provincial Government as to the
danger inherent in the situation,

'His Excellency is interested to note the suggestion in
the penultimate pamgraph of your letter that a change
of the date of the meeting of the Maha-Sabha might be
arranged, This is a possibility which he has always had
in mind, though it was rejected by the local organisers in
Bhagalpur, He asks me therefore to say that if the
Maha-Sabha could find it convenient to hold its meeting

between the 10th and 20th January, the Provincial

Government would raise no objection, His Execellency
of course assumes that there will be in the in terval no
unioreseen deterioration in the communal situation,

y Yours sincerely,
Sd. W. G, Lacey,
To
V. D, Savarkar, Esgr,

It was suggest ed in this letter that the action laken:

( )

the Goverment was due to the refusal of reprsentatives of

the Sabha to refer the matter to the ‘All India Committee

until the Provincial Government had issued an author-

itative order and that the views of the Provincial Governe

ment had been made known to the local executive of the
Sabha in June last,

Both these contensions are wrong and misleading. The
Reception Committee did not invile an adverse order to
refer it there aiter to the All India Committee of the
Mahasabha, They asked simply for a written communi-
cation of the Government views, which the commissioner
had onlly conveyed to them; so that the All India
Committee might have something definite to consider,
And then again the oral sugpestion and communications
had shown a grave tendency .to change and embrace
larger and larper area each time, Hence this reluctance
and caution of the Reception Committee, The Governme
ent therefore, if they really wished” to seek a solution in
the spirit of accomodation”, should not have hesitated to
convey their Message and views in wriling and in any
case should not have participated matters by the publi-
cation of a press commuanigue in advance of the issue of
the prohibitary order itself.

The Government of Bihar then again betrayed theit
determination 10 ban the session even after Baknid was
over if there was a deterioration in the communal situation
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and we know how much mischief is wrought by a mere
suggestion of this kind,
It meant that the Bihar Government was unwilling to

take any steps to keep in check the element which they

suspected to be unruly, that they would let things shape
themselves out and that if any thing went wrong woe betide
the Hindus, This was a situation which was wholly
unacceptable to the Reception Committee.

On 3rd October. 1941 Rashtrapati Savarkar worte back
emphasising ‘again the point that it is humiliating to the
Government itself to confess its inability to supress and
chastise a certain section in a town like Bhagalpur, which
secks to intimidate and stop an All India Organization like
the Hindu Mahasabha from exercising its legitimate rights
~of free association and free speech, without the least
intention of encroaching upon the limits of law. Instead
of prohibiting the session, the igovernment should have
prohibited that suspected section from intimidation and
held it back from standing in the way of others who mean
to exercise their legitimate civic rights ina law abiding
manner. It s this policy which puls a premium on
goondaism and criminal aggrevion on one hand and
alienates the sympathy and confidence of the lawabiding
on the other. He sugpested that some way be found out
for “an understanding which could honourably be accepted

by both the parties, the government as well as the
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Mahasabha, in an accomodating spint.” And expressing
his opinion that it would be an irony of fate that the
Defence of India Act itself should givecause to weaken in
any degree the cause of Indian defence itself “he hoped
that nothing would be done which was avoidable by the
Government to alienate the sympathy of that body by
inflicting any unnecessary humiliation.”
Reply
Mr, W, G, Lacey, the Secretary to the Governor of

Bihar replied on Ttn OC e

Bihar Gevernor’s Camp,

The 7th October, 1941,

Dear Mr. Savarkar,

1 am desired to acknowledge with thmh your letter
of Oclober 3rd which having been addressed to Patna
reached His Excellency only to day. In these circumsta
nce my reply could not possibly reach you in Entrnhly
before you leave for Delhi, 1 am therefore addressing
this letter to you care of the Secretary, Delhi Provineal
Hinbu Sabha, and have informed you by telegram to
that effect,

2, His Excellency has given his fullest consideration
to your suggestion that the Session of the Mabasabha
should be held in Bhagalpur during the week commencing
st January 1942, and if he finds himseli uuable toaccepl
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that suggestion he is confident that you will give: equal
set out hereafter.

3. The issue which arises from the proposal to hold a
Session of the Mabasabha at Bhagalpur at about the time
of the Bakrid cannot be viewed in relation to conditions
in that place only. How serious the problem of communal
conflict may be in Bihar is a matter of history. The Bakrid
has always been regarded as an occasion on which
commuual trouble is most likely to occur. It is therefor
necessary on the occasion of this festival so to dispose the
forces available for the maintenance of Jaw and order as
1o ensure in the event of trouble adequate protection as
much for the villagers in remote localities as for the resi-
dents of the larger towns, More over, recent experience
. has shown that communal discord in the villape tracts may
entail & much more severe strain on our resources than a
disturbance in purely urban areas. The Provincial Goven-
ment are therefore of opinion that regard being had to
the forces attheir disposal, it would be unwise in the
extreme to permit, during the period of danger, a meeting
of the Mahasabha in Bhagalpur where communal dishar-
mony has been 50 marked in the past few vears and where
despite the goodwill of all well intentioned persons, there:
may anse a serious conflagration,
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4. The question naturally arises as to when the danger
period will be over. The Bakrid celebrations may—
according to the appearance of the moon—take place on
29th, 30th and 31st December or on 30th, 3lst December
and lst January. It is desirable to allow a reasonable
interval not only for any feeling of excitement which may -
have been aroused to die down but to permit also of a
redistribution of police forces to be carried out in the light
of events arising out of the Id festival. For this reason His
Excellency, after consultation with the officers mainly con-
cerned with the maintanance of law and order considers
that Junary 5th is the earliest possible date on which the
Session can commence and that prior to that date there
should be no connected ceremo nies, formal or informal,
involving demonstrations of a public nature,

5. His Excellency assumes again that there will be no
such serious disturbances in Bhagalpur during the Id as.
would make it necessary to prohibit public meeting of any
nature for some time thereafter. In such an event, however,
he has no doubt that the Committee of the Mahasabba
would themselves consider it desirable to postpone the
Session.

Yours Sincerely,
&’4 w- GI' [l.'#r‘l-
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The Background.

In the meantime Sj. Gauri Shanker Prasad, office and
Propaganda Secretary of the Reception Committee, had
issued a statement and invited a special meeting of the
members of the Reception Committee to discuss on the
situation arising out of the ban and make their recomme-
ndations to the working Committee of the All India Hindu
Mahasabha which was meeting at Delhi on 11th and 12th
Oct. The statements of the Reception Committee set out
the back ground and history of the communal tension
which had been made the basis for the prohibitory order :

Text of the statement dated 1/10/41 issued

from the office of R. C.

“The Recption Committee is facing a grave situation,
In the issue of “the Indian Nation” dated 27. 9. 41 a Gowt,
comminique has been published informing that the holding
of the 28rd session of the All India Hindu Mahasabha in
any of the districts named below between Ist Dec, 1941 to
10th Jan. 1942 was to be prohibited under section 36 of
Indin Defence Act and necessary orders will follow soon ;

Bhagalpur, Monghyr, Patna, Gaya, Shahabad, Muzffar-
pur and Darbhanga.

As it will not be proper for the working comqittee to
decide this very important question, it has become nece-
ssary to call & general meeting of the Reception Committes,
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To assist the members of the Reception Committee in their
decision, the events referred to be propely made known to
them.

In 1924 the Mohamadans had suddenly attacked a reli-
gious procession of the Hindus, This caused some commoti-
on, but soon it settled down and till 1937 there was no
trouble. In 1938 the Rath-Jatra procession of the Hindus
was taken out with a proper license. But the return of one
of them was prevented by the Police. This interference in
mﬁghmmnnjuﬁdlptur-ﬁmmdiiwﬁn-
vernment alone which was responsible for it, At least, when
the procession was allowed to return adequate arrangeme-
nts for the protection of the processionists had not been
made. The Muslims made a concerted attack on the Hind-
us returning after the procession. This was the occasion of
the second riot. In 1939, again the Govl. obstructed the
Ratha jatra procession. The Hindus this time resorted to
Satyagraha. The Govt. recognised the inherent right of
the Hindus and declared that the Hindus could take out
any procession and they only should inform the Govt, of
their intension, allowing the Govt, sufficient time to make
arrange-ments for its safety.

Buat in 1940 the Government again prevented the taking
out of a Kali immersion procession even after faking out
license, only on the ground that some Muslms chose to
make objections. Thus the religious sentuments were
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on was allowed to be taken out, but proper arrangements
for its protection had not been made. A riot broke out and
continued for three days. A Peace was restored thereaiter

and a Peace commuttee is functioning at present and trying

to solve the problems likely to exercise the minds of the
inhabitants here. In this way, again and again the relig-
ous ceremonies of Hindus had been obstructed by the Govt
and cause for riot arose out of it.

Two incdents of the neighbouring places also should
b= menticned. In Pirpainti, the Moharram procession
was faken out under police protection through the private
compound of Kali temple and inspite of the prolests ol
the Jocal Hindus who were gapged by prolubitive orders
under section 144 Cr, P. C, A civil sut was prefered by
the Hindus and the Muslius entered irto a compromise,
declaring that they would not do so hereafter, The other
incident is of this year of village Nayachak, The Govern-
ment paper also showed that cow-slaughter was not
customary in the Village, so that it could not be held
there. The Sub-Divisional Cificer decided accordingly,

but inspite of this the Mohammadans slaughtered a cow,.

The local Hindus applied the Gowt, to prosecute the

culprits on behalf of the Crown.  But although the Govt.

could legally do so, they rejected this prayer, The Hindus
- then filed the criminal case and the accused had been
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convicted by the trial court. The matter is pending before
the High Court. -

The incident of Bihar Sharii is a matler of near past
and need not be mentioned in details, The two sides of
the picture given above are made clearer still by the
mention of one more incident. Last year in December, a
session of the A, I. Muslim League was to be held in
Madras. Commural relations were not happy in that city.
The Government there prohibited the Hindus from colle
cting at any place or taking out any procession, But at
Bhagalpur instead of banning the muslims, the session
of the Al Hindu Mahasabha itsell is banned,

In the Govt. communique it 8 also stated that they
had banned similarly all meetings and processions which
were sought to be taken out by the Muslims in connection
with the Bihar Sherf riot. And they sougnt to make it
a precedent on which ALLH. Mabasabha is being banned.
It is absolutely clear that the dying embers of communal
bitterness would have leapt into flames by these meetings
and processions in connection with a communal riot, But
the annual sess ion of the A.lLH. Mahasabha is not conn-
ected with any riot or apy incident of that nature, These
sessions are held 1o lay down the future course of action
for the Hindu Nation, It is therefore wholly unfair to
compare it with 'Processions and meetings directly
connected with riots,



(™)

'l'lnﬂﬂlt.nmliqu also makes out that lhrough
the Commissioner of Bhagalpur Division and by other
means the local workers were pursuaded to give up Bl

galpur as the venue, But it was not mentioned when these

atteropts were made. The real fact is that it was decided
in the Madura session of A. L. H. Mahasabha in December
1240 to hold the next session in Bihar, In the open meeting
of the Bhagalpur District Hindu Conference, held in the

Mela of Singheshwar Sthan, the Bihar Prov, Hindu Sabl
was requested to arrange for holding the session in Bhags
pur. The Bihar prov. Hindn Conference in its meeting

Daltonganj on 11-4-41 formed a committee to sclect a

venue and in accordance with its report the B.P. H. S,
Working Committee/in itsmeeting 0n26.4.41 selected Bhagal
pur for the purpose. In the first week of May the work was
tarytomeet him in June and expressed his personal opinion
that in case any place other than Bhagalpur were selected
be would have no objection. He suggested Patna for it,

The Secretary made it perfectly plain to him that the fixing
of the venue and the dates for the session were within the

competence of the B, P, H. Sabha and the A. I H. Mahas-
abha. Therefore they ought fo be approached for it. Again
in the middle of June, the Commissioner was informed that
n case he gave his opinion in writing the matter would be
referred to the Hindusabha High command, but not other-
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wise. The Commissioner never informed us that this was a
decision of the Govt. and that the Government consifered
any place other than Bhagalpur also as “unsafe” on the
other hand, he told us that the local District Magistrate
had no objection if the session was held shortly before the
Bakrid s0 that it may be finished by, say, 2Tth Dec. But the
Commissioner was not willing to accept even this, It gave
the impression that the Commissioner had personal objection
to the holding of the session within his local jurisdiction.

The Govt. Communique mentions “Several other
attempts”, The Reception Committee is not aware of any
of these,

‘The final decision {o hold the session at Bhagalpur was
taken on 17th August. When the arrangements had much
advanced, the Commissioner called the office-bearers of
the Reception® Committee on 18.9.41 to meet him, They
met him the nextday and then for the first time the
Commissioner informed them of the decision of the Govern-
ment to prevent the holding of the session in  Bhagalpur,
Monghyr, Patna and Gaya, on the ground that communal
relations there were not as they ought to be in South Bibar.
He also said that there might be objections 1o other places
also, At that time the possibility of holding the session at
Darbhanga or Sonepur was considered. The Commissioner
then did not object to these, but they are now included in
the list of banned districts.

3
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The office-bearers have considered all these and hax
informed the B. P. H. Sabha and the A. I. H. Mahasah
The Prov. H. Sabha has decided to refer the matter to
Swatantrya Veer Savarkarji for his final decision. He has senl
a letter to the Bihar Governor and has directed the Recepti
Committes to proceed with its preparation as before.

The real issue is : Are the Hindus to enjoy freedom o
speech and freedom of association or not ?

We should not be guilty of doing anything which ma
cast refiection on the Hindu flag or on the Hindu Natio
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of the President, . Kumar Gangananda Singh, and later on
the member of the Reception Committee met the same day
in the Jocal Theosophical Hall under the Presidentship of
Rai Sabeb Surendra Nath Basu and passed a recommen
dation for fixing Bhagalpur as the venue and ‘some  date
during X’mas-for holding the session. By another resolution
5j. Gauri Shanker Prasad and 5j. Ganga Prasad Gupta were |
sent as its representatives to the AJLH. Mahasabha working,
Committee. They along with Pt. Bharat Misra, placed
this recogamendation before the Working Committee on
11th Oct.  After a long deliberation on every aspect of the
question, the Working Committee passed the following
resolution anudst great enthusiasm, ;

This meeting of Working Committee of the All India
Hindu Mahasabha records its emphatic protest against the
action of the Goverment of Bihar imposing an unjust and
illegal ban under the Defence of India Act and rules on the
fjorthcoming session of the All India Mahasabha which ' was
mmunmdmﬁpnll:ﬂtnb:hdddurmgth:mmnf
X’mas vacation at Bhagalpur (Bihar).

This Working Committee is of opinion that such unwas’
rranted restrictions on the exercise of the legitimate civic
rights of the Hindus inavitably put a premium on goond-
wusmn and tends to encourage the re-actionary. elements
which are anxious (o create trouble.

This Working Committee is further of opinion that the

as the representative of your locality and place your re
mmendations before the B. P. H. Sabha and A, L
Maha Sabha.

We therefore request you to make ita point to
personally and enrol other members and bring them als
to the meeting. The meeting will be held on 9th O
in the local Theosophical Hall at 3 P, M.

Sd. Gauri Shankar Prasad,
1-10-41, Secretary.
The Final Resolve,

The Working Committee of the Reception '
met on 3.10.41 at the residence of its General Secretary, R
Bahadur Sukhraj Rai under his presidentship, in the abs



¢ = )

resources of the state should be exercised against potential

mischief makers and not against citizens who went to exe

reise their fundanental, civie and constitutional rights in a

lawful manner.

This Working Committee consequently urges upon  the
Government of Bihar to reconsider and withdraw the ban

#0 as to enable the Hindu Mahasabha to exercise its - legitis

mate rights of free association undisturbed.

This Working Committee after taking into consideratio
all facts and also the correspondence that passed “betwe
President Veer Savarkarji and the Government of Biha
hereby resolves that the all India Hindu Mahasabha sessios
be irrevocably held on the 24th, 25th, 26th and 2Tth Dece
mber 1941, at: Bhagalpur,

This Working Committee hereby directs the Receptior
Committee of the forthcoming all India session and

Bihar Provincial Hindusabha that they are to proceed in

right enrnest with adequate armangements for holding
saicl session on the above appointed dates and place fo
making the session a success worthy of Hindudam,

This Working Committee appeals to all section
classes of Hindus and to all other freedom loving citie
of India to extend there whole hearted co-operation to
Reception Committee and to attend the session and to
it a success,

‘2.9

Rashtrapati Vir Savarkar sent a telegram on 13th Oet.
to the Governor of Bihar, which was confirmed by the
following letter on 15th October :

Mr, Savarkar's Letter to Governor.

Hindu Mahasabha ( Presidential Office ) ‘Savarkar’
‘Sadan’' Keluskar Road, Dadar, Bombay, 15th
October, 1941,

To

His Excellency the Governor of Bihar, Patna,
Your Excellency.

Your Excllency must have received by this time my
telegram of the 13th instant sent from Delhi after the
Working Committee was over requesting you to wait for
a letter explaining the real significance and spirit of the
resolut jon of Committee regarding the Bhagalpur session,
Accordingly, this letter, accompanied with a copy of the
original resolution is being forwarded to you for Your
Excellency’s kind consideration and needed action,

You will kindly note the redmarked portions in the
resolution with special emphasis as they imply the explana-
tion Iam detailing out below,

(2) 1assure Your Excellency that not withstanding the
provocative comments in a certiain section of the Indian
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press which is almost always inclined more to misrepre
than represent the Hindu Mabasabha, the Working Con
mitiee was as considerate in dealing with the question
the letters which | received from Your Excellency in re
to mine., ‘There were in fact three pointsat ssue aps
from the question of the policy underlying such orders.

The first point was regarding the venue, The Biha
Government had already intimated in the letter sent to
under your instructions that under certain conditions th
Government would allow the session to meet at Bhagalpul
andthus this point was amicably settied 5o far as the ve
was concerned.

The second point regarding these conditions concerniet
the Bakrid days running from 20th December, 1941 up 1€
1st January 1942, The Bihar Government wished
‘Committee not to hold the session on these dates in a
case. ‘The Committee too never wished to give any avoids
‘ble excuse to those who might be sent on intensifyi
communal tension or bringing about a clash., Consequently
the Committee decided, a spiril of accommodation, to me
the wishes of the Government in this respect and fix it
session 80 as to leave these dates with along a margin fol
‘the Government to redistribute the forces.  So on this poin
also an amicable understanding has been arrived at in
sideration of your letter.

Thethird point referred to the question whether the dat
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of the session should follow the Bakrid or precede it. The
Bihar Government had made it clear in their letters to me
that if during the Bakrid the communal tension worsens or
breaks out in a clash, the Government would be compelled
to prohibit the holding of the session even in January. The
Committee in considering this point came to the very
reasonable and inevitable conclusion that if the session was
fixed after the Bakrid in the first week of January, it would
b 50 easy for any suspected sections which were bent upon
creating troubles with a view to stop the session to stage
some communal clash somewhere at Bhagalpur orin its
surroundings during the Bakrid s0 as to provide an excuse
for promulgetion of a new order prohibiting the session. To
avoid this risk which is more likely 10 come in the way of
the session if it was held after the Bakrid than before it, the
Committee came to conclusion that on the whole there
would be less risk involved in this connection, if the session
was held before the Bakrid.

Because, the Hindus, eager to see that the session passes
off without a hitch will be the last party to give any cause
for communal clash apart from the fact that as a general
rule the Hindus are. scarcely if ever observed to take the
waﬂﬂuuﬂwhﬂd,w}mthmimmntmm
borne in mind, the Moslems aleo would be far less inclined
to stage a clash before the Bakrid as that would imperil the

possibility of celebrating peacefully their Bakrid festival too,
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unhampered by any general prolubition against
processions efc. In additon to this the Mabasabha
would be able to utilise the Christmas holidays for

For these reasons the Working committer in a
rate mood and with a sincere wish to remove the di
from the path of the Government of prohibiting the session’
again in January as your Excellency’s letfer indicated
fixed the 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th of December, 1941,

It will leave two clear days for the Goverment to reds-
tribute their forces if the Baknd falls on the 30th December,
If the Government wishes 1o have still more fume, we shall
try our best to finish the session so as to eave the 27th date
also free from any programme in connection with the session,

(3) I trust that in view of all this explanation Your
Excellency will allow the Reception Commuttes to
the sesson  of the Hindu Mahasabha on the above dates a
Bhagalpur, | may assure the Governmeni that if this ses-
sion is allowed to pass off well, its chief resolutions regarding
the Hindu Militarization movement are bound to give a
great filling in encouraging Hindus all over Inds to join
military forces of all arms in ther hundreds and
and to strengthen the hands of those Hindu Sabhait
who have already joined the Natonal Defence Council, the
Advisory Committee, the Provincial War Committees and
Councils in their task of extending a rsponsive co-Opera-
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tion to the Government in the cause of Indian Defence,
Secondly, the Government will be able to enlist the sympa-
thy of millions of Hindus inside and outside the Mahasabha
who stand for civic liberty and the exercise of their legiti-
mate rights alone; while on the other hand it will shake the
feel that intimidation of using criminal force does always
pay them and browbeat the Government in placating them
and thus enables them to deprive the Hindus of their
legitimate nights so as to strengthen Moslem aggramdize-
ment and aggression,

Taking into consideration all these benefits that are sure
o accroe by allowing the session on the above dates and
bearing in mind the fact that any how whether before or
after the Bakrid the Government will have o bring on
the spot sufficient forces to keep peace and order, 1 have
no doubt that your Excellency will find that time fixed by
the Resolution constitutes on the whole the most conside-
rate, compromising and amicable solution of this vexed
question and will issue order as soon as possible allowing
the Reception Committee to hold the session accordingly.

Hoping to receive a reassuring reply from Your Exce-
llency at your earliest convenience, |
Yours Sincerely

8d. V. D. Savarker.
President, Hindu Muhasabha.
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_ The Governor’s Threat. :
On 28th October, the Secretary to His Excellency the
Governor of Bihar wrote “While appreciating the spirit of
accomodation which has actvated your committee in
making their alternative suggestion, he feels that -they have
not sufbiciently appreciated the nature of these other con-
siderations the essentials of which arcas follows. In this
Province the Bakrid is invariably a time of anxiety by
reason of the possibility of communal outbreaks, In Bhagal-
pur the Communal tension is at present time acute and it is
obviously in the highest degree inadvisable to permitjon the
eve of the Id any occurrence which may accentuate the
existing feeling of tension. While he recognises that you
yourself and  your committee and the organisors .of the.
session are no less desirous than himself that there should
be no disturbance of the peace, at the same time he cannot
ignore the fact in the course of the session there will
come under public discussion matter which, whatever their
merits, are highly controversial, Such discussion can not
fail to have an eflect on the less responsible members of the
public whom feelings are already inflamed and thus would
constitute a further and very serious danger to the public
peace, For this reason His Excellency regrets that he is
unable to acquiesce in the proposal that the session be held
in Bhagalpur on 24th, 25th and 26th December, or on any
previous date which is not considerably in advance of the
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1d. His Excellency has throughout realised that the holding
of the session outside the period of the Christmas holidays
involves no little inconvenience to those iattending. It was
inorder to obviate that inconvenience that' the suggestion
of an alternative venue was made. In conclusion [am to
point out that the wording of paragraph 5 of the Resolution
enclosed with your letter might possibly bear the interpreta-
tion that your committee is determined, regardless of any
orders, which have been or may be passed in that respect
to hold their ‘session at Bhagalpur 24th—2Tth December,
Should this indeed be the case His Excellency wishes to
make it clear beyond any possibility of misunderstanding
that such a challenge to authorities will be met by all the
Fesources at the command of Government.”

The Presidents dignified clarification

On 27th Oct. Rashtrapati Savarkar Ji wrote back that
the Bihar Government had given an “emphatic warning”
to the effect “that in case there was any trouble during the
Bakrid festival and the communal situation deteriorated
for the worse, the Bihar Government would be compelled
to have the session once again, even in the first week of Jan-
ﬁaqr. In this connection Your Excellency would readily

“admit that with a full knowledge of this attitude of the

Government, the aggressive section among the Moslems
could never fail to stage some communal clash during the
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Bakrid with a deliberate intention of compelling the Govt.

to Prohibit the session again and the Mahasabha would
find itself even after the Bakrid in January in the same fix,
Wias it not therefore more politic and less likely to involve
any risk of this nature .that the Maha Sabha Committes
should have decided to hold the session before the Baknid
instead of after it 7 For, who does not know that as matters
stand, it is the celebration of the Bakrid which is almost
always associated throughout India with riotous orgies ind-
ulged in by intoxicated Muslim fanaticism. But on the other
band even the most enthusiastic session’of the Mahasabha attes
nded by miilions of Hindus have never resulted in any such riot-
ous communal orgies on the part of the Hindus, Consequently
of these alternatives even the very reason which Your Exo=
ellency so correctly points out goes to support all the more
forcibly the decision of the Committee that the session be
held on the dates preceding the Bakrid in the very interest
of peace and order. The Committee never meant the
fixing of the dates before Bakrid as a challenge for reasons
I have explained at length in the' foregoing paragraphs;
and secondly, if the Government of Biharis so powerful
and I have no doubt is so, to hold the All India session of
the Hindu Mahasabha in check wherein at least half a mill-
on Hindus are likely to participate and with which crores
of Hindus all over India do sympathise—then the Governme-
nt can certainly prove a dozen times more overwhelmingly
powerful to keep a few hundred of aggressive Moslem in
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asingle town of Bhagalpur within the limits of Law and
Order and prevent them from encroaching on or endange-
ring the legitimate rights of the Hindu Mahasabha of free

“At Madras, only last April, the Moslem League held
its session. Resolutions seething with anti-Hindu sentiments
were passed. But instead of banning that All India sessi-
on of the Muslim League, the Government there prohibited
the Hindus under section 144 Cr. P. C. from holding any
meeting or carrying lathis or weapons or gathering in
more than five persons, and here at Bhagalpur if the Gowt,
leaves the few hundred of Moslems along and in order to
placate them, bans the session of .an organization hke the
Hindu Mahasabha which occupies the outstanding position
of an All-India representative body from exercising its leg-
itimate and law-abiding rights,—does not Your Excellency
feel it quite natural and justifiable if the Hindus all over
India take it as an unindurable and national humiliation
flung in their face ¥

“Peace and order every Govi. must safeguard and main-
tain, but only with a view to render protection {o the
legitimate exercise by law-abiding citizens of their civic
rights, This duty on the part of the Govt, can never imply
to maintain that peace and that order which could only be
secured by surrendering to the intimidation of aggressive
Goondaism and prohibiting, to placate it, the law-abiding
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classes from exercising their legitimate activities. These are
truisms but | had to emphasise them only because the
Hindus all over Incia are being subjected to humibiation as
a result of a set policy based on this perverse interpretation
of the duty of the Govt. to maintain peact and order,”--+--~
My only request is, let this Govt. strength be used to
protect civic and legitimate rights and not to ban them. ,

“The prestige of the Govt. too will immeasurably be
more enhanced ithan otherwise by raising the ban and
thus enlisting the sympathies of millions of lovers of civil
liberty throughout India.”

The Governor's determined “No"

Mr. W. G, Lacey, Secretary to the Governor of Bihar
wrote in reply on 31st October that His Excellency regre-
tted that he could not agree with Rashtrapati Savarkarji's
conclusion that the holding of the session on 24th-2Tth
December involved the least possible risk to peace and

order in this province and His Excellency found support

for his view in Rashtrapati Savarkar Ji's " acceptance of
the proposition (a ) that the Bakrid is not oriously
Liable to be attended by communal disorder and ( b ) that
under the influence of any large communal gathering and
mass movement the least responsible section of the public
may even unwillingly, bring about an exacerbation of
communal feelings. 1t is for precisely these reasons and in’
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view of the communal tension now subsistingat Bhagalpur
that the Provincial Govt.— whose responsibility it is 1o
maintain law and order - are convinced that the holding of
the session on the dates proposed would be attended with
very serious danger to public tranquility. In these circu-
mstances, the duty of Government, as His Excellency
sees it, is plain; :ndhereythﬂutheiuumhhh:rmndiiy
the decision communicated to you in (my letter of the
20th October.

The correspondence ciosed.

Taking this letter to be the final reply of the Govt. of
Bihar in this connection, Rashtrapati Savarkar worte on
8th Nov. “In closing this correspondence on the Hindu
Mahasabha too, for the time being at any rate, itis my
duty tc acquaint Your Excellency with the view point of
the Hindu Mahasabha in connection with this fidal decision
of the Govt, of Bihar to the following effect —

“(a ) The great National festivals of the Hindus like
the Dasara and Divali, etc., or of the Chrstians like the
X'mas or of the Parsees pass off throughout India so peace-
fully as to cause no inconvenience 1o the other communities
or compel them to forego the exercise of their civic rights.
But on the contrary, the Moslem festivals continue to be a
source of disorder and danger to the public peace. Your
Execllency also in your |letter, refers to the fact that “The
Bakrid is notoriously liable to be attended by communal
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disorder” The least responsible section of the Moslem
public does generally indulge on these occasions in i
anti-Hindu Orgies. Under those circumstances the Hindu.
Mahasabha maintains that the Govt, should see to it that ‘all
the resources at its command’ are used to compe| the Moslems
to restrict themselves within the limits of law and order
and to suppress ruthlessly their notous anti. Hindu orgres,
instead of prohibiting sucha highly responsible body as
the AlkIndia Hindu Mahasabha from exercising its legitie
mate rights of the holding its sessions which throughout its
history have been noted for their dignified, peaceful and
orderly conduct. The contrary course would clearly
amount to punishing the law abiding to please and placate
the lawless to preventing the unoffending citizens to bar
and bolt their houses simply because it may irritate
the thieves.

(b) It is the fundamental and unchallengeably estable
shed principle on which alone law and good Government
can ever securely rest that a man or an association
can not be convicted for or prevented from doing a lawful
act even if it seems likely that it may cause a ruffian ora
fanatic to commit an unlawful act. The duty of the Gove-
rnment in such a case is to hold in check and chastise the
lawless one and not to flourish the bludgeon in the face of
the law-abiding to stop them from exercising their legiti-
mate rights, '

€ &)

(<) From this point of view it is really extremely hum-
lating to the Government itself to acknowledge its inability
to check and chastise the suspected Moslem section at
a single town like Bhagalpur if the threaten to have reco-
urse to lawlessness and riots and to find no other means
to maintain peace and order than putting a premium on
such Moslem goondaism and compelling the Hindu to
forgo their fundamental civic and religious rights to please
and placate Moslem fanaticism,

(d) The Government correspondence makes it clear
that the Government of Bihar has forces sufficient enough
to force their ban on the thousand of Hindus and hundreds
of most respunsible Hindu leaders who are likely to gather
at Bhagalpur for the Session and yet the Government
maintains that it would be ‘very difficult to check and
chastise the fanatical section of Moslem population ata
single town like Bhagalpur. This paradoxical line of
argument and action shows ciearly that the underlying
wdea why the ‘Government thinks it cheaper and more
convenient to prohibit the Hindus from their lawabiding
activities rather than restrain the Moslems for their
lawlessness must be the usual presumption that the Hindus
as rule are more amenable as gentlemen to law and order,
If it be so, it is a compliment to the Hindus but it is
positively humiliating to the Government to take such’
an unjust and undue advantage of it, -

4
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(<) And yet this iperverse policy of ‘maintaining peac
and order not by suppressing the lawless Moslem fantici
but by placating it at the cost of the civic, religious an
political rights of the Hindus continues to be the order ¢
the day througbout India.

[I}Lh:equm&y,ﬂ:Hhﬂn Mahasabha as the mog
Qutstanding representative body of the Hindus feel it
mwmm&uﬂlﬁmﬂhmﬁhﬁmuﬂ
mtihcit'icnghhﬁﬂ:llﬂhgim means withi
its reach,

(') Your Exesliency will please note that owing’ #
hﬁﬂ{hﬁmﬂﬂlﬁmmmm
Session, the question has ceased to be a Jocal or provinei
mnndh:lnnma:ImMI—lndinin:puhnm In order
maintain peace and order at a single fown like Bhagalp
ﬂnﬂthr{iu\mmthsm'itﬂnﬂdmnl oot
mdﬂﬂuﬂﬁtn:tdlrﬂhﬂﬂwhﬁ:hﬁhtytuch T
hﬂwmﬂpﬁmmmdummdn-lrdh sc ale
disturbing and agitating the minds of Peaceful and ord
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therefore going to appeal to' the Viceroy to intervene in
this case and I hope Your Excellency will also wait ill ‘the
Central Government sends formally their final reply and
decision regarding this question,

(UI)In closing this corrospondence | once again
assure Your Excellency that the Hindu Mahasabha does
not enterfain any the least idea of throwing any challenge
to the Government but means only to assert its civic rights
as regards this particular question, Your warning that Session
may be banned even if it was held after the Bakrid in case
there was some trouble during the Bakrid—a continge-
ncy which was almost certain 1o take place as the know-
ledge of this attitude of the Government was quite likely to
encourage the Moslems to stage some trouble,—the Hindu
Mahasaba had no alternative left but to choose dates
earlier hl:ﬁlfﬂ'lh&ﬁb-ldﬂﬂmfﬂﬂl:kﬂﬁkﬁj to provide
any justifiable cause to the Moslems to complain that
ththﬂuhuldingﬂ:emimduringﬂwBﬁriddup
wanted to disturb them .and as those dates before  the
Hlkridmmumnmimtmuwiﬁuduhhhnmhhm
nghnﬂllﬂiwhnmu-lud:rhnulnyﬂwhmin i mnluiﬂwxmﬂnnﬂﬂﬂmrp:inhthclﬁnduﬂm
dhnﬁugth:mdlnﬁndﬂnm but on the cont
mﬂuﬂrwmmnm to the war
cliorts in the Councils. Committees, Legnlatures and j
campaigns to exhort the Hindus to join the Military Force
in 50 far as the cause of Indian Defence was concerned.

try its best to cause 1o bitterness ol feeling towards the
Government in so far as it lies in s power. | hope the
Government of Liihar too will note this fact in a1l appreci-
ative spirit and in response to it will deal as considerately
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va8 possible in dealing with the sitvation in
Yours sincerely,
&d. V. D. Savarkar.

President Hindu Mahasabha,

w;]uﬂrgivmﬂwmﬂemhctm" Rashtrapati

Savarkar and (He Governor of Bibar in extenso as

Government of Bibar published these letters with

comments, to white wash its imposition of the unjust
unjustifiable ban. We leave it to the readers to dra
their own conclusions and turn to the narration of
activities of the Reception committee for the historic session

Arrangements proceed apace.

The representative of the Reception committee were giver

necessary instructions by the Mahasabha High
and in view of the extraordinary cirrcumstances it was
considered advisable to make armangements on the scale
planned by the Reception Committee originally. An oul
line was redrawn and accordingly Gauri Shankar F
met the contractors in Allahabad and Paina and p
before the R. C. their estimates for erection and furnishi
the Pandal for the session, which was to be a specious

capable of sccomodating 50,000 vistors. Of course thy

dnm-lhmum left out as the sitvation was full of to
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tiee after full consideration of the circumstances came to
the conclusion that it was not advisable to erect the Pandal
in Gouriganj as orginally decided and selected the Lajpat
Park, named after the wellknown “Lion of the Panjab®
as the suitable sile, within the heart of the town.

Propaganda.

The Reception Committee decided to carry on a whirlk
wind propaganda into the whole of the province to rouse
the Hindus to the full understanding of the situation facing
them Pt. Chandra Gupta Vedalankar, the young orator and
bader who holds out a great promise, was the first to
respond to the call of the Reception Commitiee, Pt. Ram
Krishna Pandey, a General Secrefary of Mahakoshal Prov,
Hindusabha and member of the A. L. Working Committee,
who for along time has been carrying the message of
Hindu Mahasabha to Bihar, also joined. Pt.’ Bajarangm
Dutfa Sharma, Pt. Raghava Charya Shastri, who events
ually became the first Dictator of the Reception)Committee
and PL Vishwanath Shastri, an erudite research scholar,
made o extensive tours. These five leader went round the
whole province and were heard with rapt attention by
enthusiastic audience of thousands of sangathanist Hindus,

Our Critic.
While the organisers were thus going on quietly, pes-
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hﬂnw,hwmdtmhﬁght,
ssed much concern that the Reception Committee did
not make any demonstration of its intension to fig
against the encroachment on the civic rights of th
Hindus, It felt that only the Congress could so calm
face the situation and the Hindu Mahasabha, whi
according to it, was not a body with a fght

progmmmee, ought not to emulate that example, It

forgot that the Mahasabha High Command as also

i charge of the Reception Committee had full conhdence

in their strength and the potential strength of the Hindu
dom, and were no believers in mistaking noise for strength

They also made it plain that while mmmm

pot itching for a fight, on the other hand they will

- Rashtrapati Savarkarji came to Caleutia in the third'
week of November, 1941, enroute to Assam. He called
upon the Reception Committee and Bibar Provincial
Hindusabha to send their representatives fo meet him there,
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Accordingly R. B, Shukhraj Roy, Sjt. Gauri Shankar Prasad
and Pt. Raghava Charya Shastri on behalf of the Reception
Committee and Pt. Bharat Missra as General Secrefary of
Bihar Provincial Hindu Sabha were deputed to meet the
Rashfrapati to discuss future plans. Pt. Ravaneshwar
Misra was good enoagh to come of his own accord to join
them. In the discussions which followed he presented the
dark side of it and pointed the shoals and refts which must
be guard against, He was afraid of communal riots and
our own weakness 10 carry the struggle to successiul co-
nclusion, But the Rashtrapati with his usual clarity of
vision and vigour brushed aside these colwebs and gave
detailed instruction reagarding the course of acticn to be
adopted, in [either case, whether the ban® was lifted or
not,

Pt. Ravaneshwar Mism made one more sugpestion
which need be mentioned. Probably with some well-foun-
ded reasons, which he knew best, he suppested to the
president that he should personally meet the Governor
when everything would be settled amicably. the Presid-
ent refused to consider 'this in view of his correspondence
with |the Governor. Mr, Misra then suggested that Dr.
Mukherji ‘might be sent for the purpose. The President
refused 1o do so, as he did not propose 0 place the
Working President in the ‘position which he himself did
not like to take. '
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Duringihis stay there, President Saverkarji
the students in Calcutta University Institute and :
meeting was held on 20-11-42 in Bara Bazar area of
Calcutta where the representatives of Bibar exhorted th
people to attend the forth—coming session of the A. L H. M
Sabha at Bhagalpur.

The deputationists also held long consultations with Dr
Shyama Prasad Mukherji at his residence, as also in pala-
fial building of Rai Bahadur Gnnindra Krishna Roy
where President Savarkarji was staying.

But even then the President did not give up all hopes
of a last-minute settlement and carried on negotiations,
He instructed lhe deputationists that in case of a fing
hﬂkup,hﬁmﬁdllﬂuﬁutl‘m

The deputationists returned with full instructions from
the President and the Working President, ready to carry
them out. After a short stay at Bhagalpur for rearranging
propaganda, office and the volunteer departments according
to the exigencies of the chenged circumstances Sjt. G, 8,
Prassd and pt, R. Acharya left for Patna, There they
were met by Pandit Bajamangdutt Sharma  Special
attention was given to raising volunteers from dilferent
Parts of the province, so that in case of arrests ih one
locality, sufficient numbers may be available from other
places,

AT et
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Kumar Gangananda Singh.

Kumar Gangananda Singh, President of the Recept-
tion Committee, was elected President of the Bihar Prov,
Hindu Sabha to ensure complete coordination between
both these bodies, The resolution for his election as
such had been moved by Sj, G, S, Prasad himself. He
now arrived with Maharaja Dhiraj of Darbhanga, He
held long consultations with Sj, G, S. Prasad and it was
arranged that Maharajadhiraj would be approached on
the next day for his donation to the Reception committee
But after his return from the Government House, sudde-
nly the Maharajadhiraj changed his programme of stay-
ing in Patna and left for Delhi by the evening train,
Kumar Gangananda Singh made a suggestion to Sj, G. S.
Prasad to send Pt. Bharat Miara to Delhi to him at
once as soon as he returned from Calcutta and that he
should not do any thing new until he beard from Kumar
Sahib.

The Dictatorship.

The next day information was received that all arran-
gements had been completed by the Government to take
the Reception Committee by surprise, The same day it
became known that the negotiation carried on by Presid-
ent Savarkarji did not hold any promise for scttlement.
The siluation moved to a crisis, -
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Earlier the Reception Commiltee had passed a resolu-

tion that in csse any emergency arose, all Powers of the
Reception Committee would be vested in Sj. G, S, Pras-

ad, Sj. Prasad understood the situation to be clearly the
emergency contemplated by the aloresaid resoluticn. He
therefore hurried back to Bhagalpur with Pandit R.
Acharya,

He bad in the meantime made over the running of
the Reception Committee office to Babu Surya Narayan
Prassd because he had been left without any office
since the giving up of the proposed exhibition. Under
his advice §j, 8. N. Prasad called an emergency mee
ting of the Reception Committee and this commuttee
dissolved the Reception committee, after nominating Pan-
dit Raghave Charya Shastri as the first Dictator, 1l may
be noted that the dissolution of the Reception Committe
and the appointment of a dictator were done under the
instructions of president Saverkerji.

The Darbhanga move.

Pt, Bhart Misra had left Bhagalpur for Delhi only the
previous night. His statement alongwith that of Komar
Gangananda Singh’s appwared in the local press two
days after it. = And this gave an unexpected turn to that
cvents. '

It transpired that the Maharajadhiraj of Darbhangs
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on returning from Viceregal Lodge informed Kumar Ganga
nanda Singh, who is also his private secretary, and
Pandit Bhart Misra that he was willing to bear the whole
expenses of the session in case the venue was shifted
from Bhagalpur to Darbhanga. Assurance was given
that although Darbbanga also was one of the banned
districts, the Government would not interfere and allow
the session to be held on the dates fixed by the Working
Committee of the All=India Hindu Mahasabha.

Kumar sahib later on informed the Reception Comm
ittee that he had tried to counsult President Savarkarji on
the phone, but he was not available. And Maharajachiraj
would not allow time to consider the proposal he had
made and wanled answer immedi ately, So Kumar sahib
and Pandit Bharat Misra had no option and they accepled
the proposal in good faith, beleiving it to be in the best
interest of the Mahasabha, They accepted the proposal,
Kumar sahib as the President of both the Bibar Provine
cial Hindu sabha and the Reception Committee and Pt,
Bharat Misra as the General secretary of the Bibar Frovin®
cial Hindn sabha,  And they issued their statements to
the press also, without waiting for President Savarkarji
approval.

When a wrong position had thus been irretreivably
taken up by these two esteemable pentlemen, they phoned
to President Savarkarji some hours there after and recei-



¢ % )

ved the reply that he wholly disapproved it When
they informed him that they bad already issued their
statements to the press, he asked them to recall them.
And they then told him that these statements had already
been printed and could not be recalled, President Sava-
rkar then fold them that he would contradict these
staternents through the press,

It may be mentioned that the wocking Committe: of
the A. 1. H, Mahasabha had delegated all its powers tn
the President to deal with the whole question of holding
the session of the Mahasabha, Therefore it was plain to
all concerned that it was President Savarkarfi alone who
could deal with the question, The Bihar Provincial
Hindusabha and the Reception Committee also had sub-
mitied the mailter to the A, I, H, Mahasabha and therei-
ore could not deal again with the wmatter at their
pleasure, And the President and the General Secretary
by no stretch of their constitutional position were rested
with the necessary authority to do' so on their own initi«
ative, It made the position worse still that these gentl.
emen took this all-important decision without consulting
their respective committees,

The Game.

And one connected with these afiairs also knew - full
well that the Bibar Government had by this time . found
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oul its, mistake in judging the Hindusabhaits as a set of
cowards and was anxious for a settlement. But its false
nolion of prestige would not allow it to take advantage
of the haird of friendship stretched out by the President
of the Mahasabha, It sought o take recourse to under-
hand means and backdoor methods, It conveyed suggest-
ions through its confidents, 'When these failed to create
any impression, it was sought to find out some persons
who would oblige it out of the impasse, And the method
actually employed was that as President Savarkarji refused
to sacrifice the principle involved the seitlement was
made with his lientonants over his head and without
his consultation, thus undermining his authority as the
mccredited representative of Hindudom, on the basis that
the government gave up objection to the holding of the
session on the dates fixed and the Mahasabha gave up
its right 0 hold the session at any place it chose and
changed the venue,

There was nothing new in the method employed.
The viceroy had used it with some success against the
President of the Muslim League in the formation of his
Execution Council when he setfled with Sir Sikandar
Hayat Khan and Mr, Fazlul Haq inspite of the objections
of Mr, Jinnah, It at least created a deep schism and
Mr. Jinnah had to take recourse to the threat of discipli-
nary action to set his house in order.
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Sjt. G, S. Prasad was {unctioning as before, under the
Dictator of the Reception committee, He read statments
of Kumar G. N, Singh and Pt, Bharat Misra and at
once issued a stalement contradicting it and challenging
the authority of these gentlemen to make the change as
the matter was in the hands of President Savarkarji, He
also sent telegram to Presfdent Savarkasji requesting his
decision. He was all the more troubled because these
statements had appeared at the psychological moment
when the spirit of resistence to the wanlon encroachment
-on the elementary civic rights had been  begun in right
carnest, These statements had the effect of destroying the
necessary atmosphere and created doubts and suspicions
which were fatal for the fight for civic rights, They
could not be left unchallenged and therefore Sjt. Prasad
published this contradiction throughout India, as the
fight was of All-India importance,

Presidents’ moving appeal.

President Savarkar wrote to Kumar G, N, Singh on
6. 12, 41 “we are indecd thankful to the Maharaja of
Darbhanga for his kind and patriotic invitation, but you
should note that in as much as the Reception committee
had already banded over the question of the venue and
dates for final sanction to the working committee and as
the working committee has already and irrevocably
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decided that the session should be held at Bhagalpur on
the 24th to 27th of December, it is not now in the ha-
nds of the Reception Committee to override the decision
of the Working Committee of the Hindu Mahasabha and
to effect any change, without the previous sanction of the
working committee. It is to be noted in this connectlon
that the members who represented the Reception Commi-
tiee were all unanimously trying to bring the greatest
pressure possible on the Working -Commitice 10 stick 10
the venne at Bhagalpur and the dates, They wanted
almost a moral guarantee from the tho Working Committee
for not affecting any change on those two crucial questi-
ons. Pt. Bharat Misraji himseli was the mcst insistent
amongst them and sincerely and rightly maintained that
this consituted an All India point of Honour.

“Now that the Hindu Sangthanista would all over
India have stood up to maintain the prestige of the Rece-
ption Committee in Bihar and go to Bhagalpur it will
be extremely humiliating to the Reception Committee to
back out apart from the constitutional discrepancy.
This spirit of shirking itself will not reflect credit on
the Reception Committee, Consequently 1 request all my
comrades in the Reception Committee to stick to their
guns and refuse to change the venue,

o] hear that the Provincial Committee of Bibar Hindu
sabha meets on the 7th instant at Patna, You will
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no change 50 far as the venue and the dates of the

(. )

Naresh Maharajadhiraj of Darbhanga and hopes that his
mﬂtﬂpﬂﬂﬂpﬂhﬂdhﬂhﬂnﬁhﬂmt&n
Hindu Sabha. '

3. The Working committee of the Bihar Provincial
Hindusabha baving considered the statements of its
President and General Secretary is of opinion that the

But before the members of the Reception Committes Jl president has accepted the invitation of the Maharaja-
now dissolved could meet in Provincial Hindusabha J chiraj of Darbhanga to serve the best  interest of the
meeting called for the 7th Dec | they were invited by the 3 Hindus ‘and this commitiee while leaving  the final
District Magistrate, under instructions from the commi- S dccision of the venue of the Hindu Mahasabha conference
ssioner, to meet the latter in his chamber on the 6th Dec, S on Savarkarji expresses full confidence in the "President
The members accordingly met the commissioner W 2nd the General Serctary of the Provincial Hindu Sabha.
heard from the commissioner the stringent measures This commitice deputes Pt. Bharat Misra and B, Sorya
Narayan Prasad to meet Savarkarji and get the final
de cision about venue decided as soon as possible,

4. The Working Committee of the Bihar Provincial

The Working  Committee of the Bihar Provincial S Hindusabha reprets that misunderstanding had been
Hindusabba met on 7.12.41 at Patna, [t was rather created regarding the venue of the Hindn Mahasabha and
story session,  Members freely expressed themseives and S ks it clear that the President of the Provineial Hindu-
a large number of them opposed vehemently the pre bha's action is not to be construed us request o the

change of venue, Il‘iﬂdﬂthﬂllwml vernment or any official to remove the ban on the
the extremely delicate situation by Rai Bahadur Sh .und of the change of the venue ™
mmmtmmm-m -

2. The Working Committee of the Bihar Provincial The Reception Committee viewpoint.,

Hindusabha expresses its deep grafitude for the  greak While returning from this meeting, the four pro
vils B inent workers of the Reception Committee ( 1) Pt,
5
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Raghavacharya Shastri, ( 2) Sj. G, S. Prasad, ( 3 ) Sj
S, N. Prasad and (4 ) Hakim Ganga Prasad Gup
sent a long telegram to President Savarkarji disclosi
the real sense of the Working Commitiee as a clear
unequivocal support to the stand taken up by him ane
equally strong opposition to Kumar G, N, Singh and Pl
Eharat Missra policy of change, and requested him f¢
pive his decision. The President in reply wired on 5tk
Dec,, “Venue must remain fixed at Bhaglpur. No
change”. In reply to Sj. S, N, Prasad’s telegram, he agair
wired “your wire, Bhagalpur fixed irrevocably meel
me at Indore,

The Back slide continued

All these ought 1o have set the matter at rest and
Reception Committee and the Bibar Provincial Hindu
should have been allowed to give their undivided atte
ion to the struggle ahead, But this was not to be s
Pt. Ravaneshwar Misra buosived himeelf in collectir
opinions in Bhagalpur itself favouring the change ang
succeeded in getling some,  An editorial comment in th
Indian Nation on the Provincial Hindusabhas® meeting ¢
the Tth Dec,, throws a lurid light on the working d I
mind of these gentlemen, It slated that some L
had entered into the Hindusabha and wanted to drive
into wilderness of fight with the government so ih
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rich people, might not continue to be in the organisation,
Let it be noted that this paper is owned by the Maharaja
of Darbhanga and Kumar Ganga Nanda Singh bad then
and still has a large hand in it management. And similar
statements were made else where,

]tmﬂlﬂumdaﬁunhhﬂntmdmﬂghtinﬂw
lute should have then appeared. Much of the energy and
time of the Reception Committee had to be diverted to
counteract this new internal menace,

The Bhagalpur correspondent of the Indian Nation
published a report that the Reception Committee had
neither funds nor sufficient men to carry the struggle. It
conveyed the suggestion that we should not ba able to
get sufficient support of the public and that the people
lacked enthusiasm, There was a curious coincidence
both in tone and temper as also the time selected
for their appearance between the efforts of Pandit
Raveneshavar Misra to collect opinions regarding the
unsuitability of Bhagalpur as the venue, and the misles-
ding reports in the Indian Nation, fhrowing cold water
on the growing enthusiasm of the Bihar Hindus,

The Bhagalpur Day,

In the meantime President Savarkar had announced
that the All-India Bhagalpur Day be obser.ved on 14th
December throughout the country, .Bihar had arrangsd
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to hold protest meetings everywhere and to, Bhagalpur
itself all eyes were turned, Pandit Raghavacharya Shastri
and Sj. Gauri Shankar Prasad carried on vigorous propa-
ganda. Kaviraj Manmatha Nath Banerji helped materially
in.this and the response was splendid. The entire city
observed complete Hartal. No shop, either big or small
was open anywhere in the city, spreading out about 14
miles in length.

The pandal was every day 1ising higher, as the const-
ruction went on under the supervision of Sj. Ganga Prasad
Gupta, Within this enclosure ‘in the Lajpat Park a
mammoth meeling was held on “Bhagalpur Day on 14th
Dec. Thousands upon thousands joined to protest against
the wanion aitack on the Civic rights of the Hindus,
Hindu Sabha leaders like Pandit Raghavacharya Shastri,
Sj. Shyam Sundar Lal, Pt. Shiva Dulare Misra, Gaori
Shanker Prasad, Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Rai, Babu Anant
Prasad, as also promint Hindu Sangathanists like
$j. Kailash Bihari Lal M, L. A, ( central ) and Sardar
Jamaiat Singh joined together on & common platforms,
This meeting showed clearly the popular mind and stre-
ngth behind it. It ought to have served as an eye.opened
to the Bihar Government.

And it ought similarly to have opened the eyes of
ihﬂltﬂiﬂIEHin:hﬂhhlihuhnwhnhptﬂnﬂm struggle
for changing the venue to Darbhanga, Sardar Jamaiat

( )

Singh, in the course of & vigorous speech, called the
correspondent of the Indian Nation to see for himself
the surging tide of Hindu feelings and correctly state
them, Pandit Raghavacharya, the First Dictator, appe-
aled to the citizens to keep themselves ready to make the
greatest sacrifice and now that the flag of Hindudom
had been placed in their hands, they must prove worthy
of the trust reposed in them. The people responded ent-
husiastically,

The same evening Pandit Raghavacharya, Sj Gauri
Shankar Prasad, aasd Sj Ganga Prasad Gupta left for
Rosra in the district of Darbhanga, where the Bihar
Provincial Hindu Conference was being held.

In a most stirring speech, Pt. Raghavacharya invited
the people there to the struggle now ahead in
Bhagalpur, Hundreds of hands shot up, signifying their
enthusiastic resolve to fight to the finish, The énemiss
of Hindodom trembled, -

The Divided Counsel.

But on the next day when the Bihar Prov. Hindu
Sabha Committee met there, it presented just a different
picture, a sorry spectacle of divided counsel, S, Gauri
shankar Prasad was accused of having made the Recepti-
on Committee one man's affair and the Dictatorship was
sought to be abolished, In reality the charge against Sj,
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Prasad was entirely wrong, He was giving his full
time and attention to the work in band since the final
formation of the Reception Committee, as he had publicly
taken up the responsibility of organising it. Natomlly
the responsibility of it and the power attending it gradue
ally slipped more and more on him. But he was
anxious to share them with his co-workers, Pandit
Raghavacharya was taking a wvery large part of the
oncrous duties including propagands and organis ing
volunteers, When the struggle became inevitable, the
department for exhibition was closed down and Sj. S, N.
Prasad was left without any office. Sj. G, S, Prasmd
then handed over the central office to him, But in one
sense the charge was right also, [t was this thal when he
fourd people even within Hindusabba fold anxious to
jollow a lead other than that of President Savarkar, be
refused fo allow such people to undo the working of whole
Hindudom and bring shame to it,

But whatever his faults, the dictatorship was formed
under the advice of both the President and the Working
President of the All India Hindu Mahasabba, And the
person who occupied that position was an erudite, young,
enhodox Sanatani of a unique personality and pursuasive
dloguence,

(W)

The Council of Action.

All this was however of no consideration to these
gentlemen who sought to upset this arrangement on the
eve of actual conflict, 'When he found that Sj, Prasad
was unyielding, Kumar Ganga Nanda Singh said that
the Bihar Prov, Hindussbha had invited the All-India
Hinda Mahasabha to Bihar and if Sj. Prasad persisted
in maintaining this armangement, he would recall that
invitation 1o the Mahasabha, 0 that no session could be
held at all, This showed clearly that these gentlemen
wﬁt-ﬂh‘mgﬂmmm&ngm-ndthqm
determined not to stop at anything, It was then that
Sj. Prasad surrendered and the dictatorship was aboli-
shed, substituting in its place & commitiee Of fen,
called the council of Action, Commenting editorially on
these the Search Light wrole in its issue dated 18. 12
4l.

The Bhagalpore Session of Maha-Sabha.

“At the Russrah session of the Hindu Conference the
mover of the resolution about the Bhagalpore session of
the All India Hindu Mahasabha wazed eloquent over the
enormity of the Government's ban on the holding of the
sefrsion at Bhagalpore. ‘The mover was no other than
Pandit Bharat Misra. He accused the Government of
interference ﬁlhﬂmuﬂrrHirduﬁghhnﬂM'
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of Moslems, Since when, however, has Sjt.

awakened fo the realization of the nature and character ¢

the Government ? Was it after his intrigue to oblige {
Government by changing the venue io Darbhanga, p
down by Mr. Savarkar ? Surely, it ill-becomes, of
persons, Mr, Msra fo twit Government with various

change of venue, "r.Hiﬂlﬂlﬂ]l:lmﬂﬂﬂi

from the Government he depounces. He pleaded that t
Moslems were seceding from the Defence Council and the
friends with the Hindus of his brand, of course, who wil
get them recruits for the army in the name of Hind
militarisation and will be ready at hand to draw the ches

nuts out of the fire for the Government, whenever

latter are in difficulties as they have been in respect of th

forthcoming session . of the Mahasabha at Bhag
Government, however, know, that such men are
fish, nor flesh nor good red herming and that they no m

they represent the inhabitants of Mars, We donot
what is going to happen about the Bhagalpur session,

pemsooel of the Council of Action formed at Russrah i
much too guikied to promise much action. We repeat that
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ihe ban was, ‘s and remansa wanton trifling with the
rights of the people”.

The formation of the council of Achon consisting of
person known to be longing for a change of venue even
then and also scattered all over the province and therefore
unable to take the prompt action which the situation
demanded, was a sad blow to §j. G, S. Prasad and
Pandit R, Acharya, 5f, Samt Chandra Guha, who
had been deputed by Dr. S, P, Mukherji, our working
President, 1o serve a3 a lajson oflficer between Calculta
and Bhagalpur, was present in the meeting and witnessed
the Stages by which the Council of Action was formed,
But he was himself considered with ill-favour by Kumar
Gangananda Singh and he did not participate in the
discussions, He is a seasoned worker, considering nati-
onal work as religious duties. And be in his own way
tried to interpret religionsly these steps in our movement
to these young workers and infuse new spirit in them,

The Government takes Action.

This was all for the good, because while returning to
Bhagalpur, Pt. Raghavacharya Shastri, the First Dictator
of the Reception Committee, was arrested in the early
morning of the 17 th December on the holy banks of the
Ganges. Babu Tulsi Misra, Sub-Inspector of Police, was
deputed toarrest him. The Dictator humourcusly said
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th“tumﬂ-iﬂﬂwm
«Tulsi” on the banks of the Ganges and was therefore
bound to succeed magnificently.

Inside the town & storm was already mging. On the
Fm&gﬂuﬂnmmmtmﬂudmgwﬁmin
mmmhmmﬂlthnpﬂmhmdhuﬂlnghm
Simultaneous searches of the offices of the Re
Committee, of the Provincial Hindusabha and the residen
ces of Sjt. Gauri Shankar Prsad, Suryanarayan Fras
Ganga Prasad Gupta and their personal  friend E
Mahesh Narayan B. L. were carried oul in their abse
in the evening and some papers in connection with
Mahasabha session were seized. Worst of all, the Police
took possession of the Lajpat Park and demolished the
Pandal under construction.

Peoples Response. |

None of the prominent office-bearers were present |
the town. But such was the spirit of the local resident
of Bhagalpur that they observed complete and spontane
ous hartal and at every street corner people held congregas
tions impatiently waiting for the word of their leaders &
take immediate action in reply to this wanton outrage ar
insult to the national pride of the Hindus in which th
demolition of Pandal necessarily ment. ‘
As s0on as they knew of the arrival on 17th Dec. of §
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Gauri Shankar Prasad and Sj. Ganga Parsad Gupta, they
thronged to the Reception Committee office, where Sj.
Prasad was incharge. He took stock of the situation and
was o decide upon immediate launching of Satyagraha,
s0 insistent was the public demand.

Prof. Deshpande and Mr. Godse,

But Prof, Deshpande of Nagpur and 5j. N. V. Godse
from Poona had arrived on [6th December and saw things
for themselves, They had been deputed by President Sava-
rkar as his personal representatives t0 have a first hand
and impartial appraisement of the situation, because con-
ilicting informations had been conveyed to him about the
suitability of Bhagalpur as the venue and the support of the
local people. These gentlemen studied the situation with
the practised eyes of a public worker, They met 5j. Prasad
on 17th December. That day in the evening protest meet-
ings were held at several places in the town and these
gentlemen saw them all.

The Dictatorship Restored.
After taking note of the situation, they attended inithe

evening a meeting of the Council of Action at the residence
of Rai Saheb Surendra Nath Basu, called by Pt. R. Acharya
before his arrest. There under the directions of these
gentlemen and with the concurrence of Sj. Sarat Guba,
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the Council of action was again abolished and S Sau:
Shankar Prasad was given charge of conducting the affai
But he did not appropriate to himseif the honour of being
the dictator and placed Sj. Ganga Prasad Gupla in thal
position. His successor was to be 5j Surya Narayaf
Prasad and Sj. Gauri Shankar Prasad himseli was to follo
them last of all.

After making arrangements for smooth running of 1
Reception Committee, the representatives of the Pres
left Bhagalpur the sume night.  Before they left, they gave
a distinct direction fo S} Prasad not to precipitate S

tion of the Pandal was given up,

‘Hasty Final Touch.

Sj. Prasad did not expect to remain out of the jail
the commencement of the session, 0 he held asec
meeting of all available workers and leaders, such as §
Shyam Sundar Lal, Pleader, 8j. Charu Chandra Chowdh
Advocate, Sj. Manmatha Nath Vandyopadhys, Sf
Banarasi Lal Khemka, 5. Bihari Lal Shal, 5). kepanatl
Singh Advocate and Sj Madhusudan Sharma, He W
them of the resources and armuagements alreacly completed
He told them the plain of action and explained to ther
the instructions given by President Savarkar. All th

()

leaders and workers at once took up the work entrusted
1o them.

His next step was to arrange for the stay of the
Hotels and Privale houses were engaged fo accomodate
on a rough estimate nearly two thousand people, And
for their boarding three scperale amangements were
made, to work in coordination if all weot well with them
and failing that to supplement what was left undone by
the ofher due 1o circumstances beyond their control. The
first was the most generous offer of Srimati Amrit H'l-r.
wife of Sardar Jameit Singh and General Secremry of
the A, 1, women's Cow Protection Conference, (o hold
Shri Guru Gobind Singh's Langar ( free kilchen ) oo
24th and 35th Dec, and she formally invited 1o all
the leaders and delepates to the A, I, Hindu Mahasabhba
session, It was well amranged and well conducted, The
second line was the kitchen maimtained on 26th and
27th December by the local traders who contributed
pencrously, It was arranged by local Hindwangathanists
5j. Mahendta Narayam Pleader, 8j, Shubh  Karan
Choriwals and others. The third was the Reception
Commiltee="s own  arrabgement. Various  hotels,
preparing different kinds of plates to suit provincial
tastes of the different parts o our country, as lar as
locally available, were engaged on basis of coupon
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system, They were paid in advance and Sj. Madhus
Sudan Sharma and Sj. Banarasi Lal Khemka were put

in charge of these,

The most troublesome question however was how
avoid the vigilence of the police and slip into Bhagalput
for civil resistence. It was already known that all railways,
. roads and ferries leading to Bhagalpur would be closely
guarded from some time before the commencement of th
gession, The issue of railway tickets 10 Bhagalpur fron
some places was stopped. President Savarkar had dire
that roughly three-fourths of the civil resisters from each
place should silently come as near to Bhagalpur as possib
and {hen pass into the town in batches of ten, under |
own captain, by various routes, So Sj. G5, Prasad with
the help of Si B. L. Khemka and 5j. M. Sharma ‘
oul the routes for the different provincial delegates
civil resisters and also for those coming irom the differes
parts of Bihar. Defailed informations of these rou
were given. A camp for northern and western India
delegates was organised in Gaya under Sj. Damle d
another for eastern and southern Indin  delegates at Nalha
in Bengal under Sj. Ketkar. From there bifurcate vario
routes leading to Bhagalpur, A secret service was Ofgar
ndbyﬂuhul:-:c‘-ﬁmdmhnmtmu
Shivaji Sangha to keep in touch with such civil resister
as were on their way to Bhagalpur of needed help. ‘

(#%%4)

words for the different camps were given, And arrangement

was finally made with householders in the town to accom-

adate such of the civil resisters ss may be found in the

town in any difficulty. i
Prohibitory orders.

Kumar Gangananda Singh had been prohibited by the
Government from going to Bhagalpur. This prohibitory
order was communicated to him by the Superintendent of
Police on 19th Dec. and policemen were posted to watch
his movement.

The Government of Bihar by a notification declared
forfeited all copies of the Hiudu Mahasabha circular detul-
ing the plan of action for defiance of the ban. This action
was taken under the Defence of India Rules and further
publication of the circular had deen prohibited.

Raport of the Search Light.

On 22nd Dec,, The Search Light published the news that
the precautionary steps by the Government to deal with
the enforcement of the ban had be:n completed and a
force of nearly 1000 police, both ordinary and armed had
been posted in the town. A troop of mouuted police also
had been sent there from Patna. The D, L G.of Police
Northern Range, was placed in charge of this police arran.
gement.

The town wore a normal appearance with the ordinary
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police guarding the roads. Preparations for holding the:
sessions were being made “with calm determunation®.’
Some volunteers were reported to have already arrivad there:
while many were on_their way”.
the Mahasabha had changed the venue of the session to
Darbhanga, | gather, the Government might have lifted the
ban, so far as that district was concerned™.

The Appeals.

Pandit Vishwaropp Misra, General Secretary of the
Bihar Provincial Hindu Youth Conference issned an appeal
fo youth of the province to rise to the occasion and hasten
to Bhagalpur with batches of volunteers.

Raja Maheshwar Dayal Seth of Kotra in an interview to
the press said “The attitude of the British Government
towards the only political organisation cooperating with it
at present is clear from what is happening at Bhagalpur.
I refuse to beheve that the Government of Bihar alone is
responsible for it.
Lucknow, Bhagalpur or Nellore, Those who are opposed
must be appeased and humoured and to please their
friends muost be humiliated and kicked because they are
friends and are expected to remain such inspite of all
kinds of insulting treatment. This is the policy of the
British Government, which we, the landlords, learnt to our
cost three years ago.,” He appealed to the Hindus in

The reporter added “If

The policy is the same whether itis
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jeneral to offer civil resistance in a united front and defend
Hindu honour,

Delegates and civil resisters from different parts of India
reached Bhagalpur in a considerable number by 28rd
December and were mainly accomdated in the Debi
Prasad Dharmasala,

Searches and Prohibitory Orders.
Meanwhile, the Bihar Government were issuing their
prohibitory orders and carrying out searches. On 21st
Dec.; the houses of Sj- Krishna Ballav Prasad Narayan
Singh, President of Gaya District Hindu Sabha, and Pt
Bajrang Dutt Sharma, Secretary of the Bihar Prov.
Hindusabha were searched at Gaya. The Patna Office of
the Provincial Sabha also was searched. The Government
prohibited the holding of or taking part in the procession,
meetings or assemblies organised by or on behali of the
A. L Hindu ' Mahasabha in the seven banned districts of
Bihar, » The ban was to be in force till the 4th Jan., 1942,
It was further understood that instructions ‘had been
wsued for the arrest of those who distributed leaflets
regarding the Mahasabha session or took prominent part

in the meetings organised to canvass support for it,
The Bihar Printing Fress of Bhapgalpur was raided
en 21st by the police. There the printing work of the

Heceplion Committee was done, Several notices with
b
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manuscripts were seized, and the manager of the
was faken to the thana, but later on was released

bail, ‘The premises of all printing presses were guarde

by police. _
Dr. Tripathi’s Prophetic words.
Dr., N. P, Tripathi, Secretary, Bibar
Hindusabha in the course of a vigorous protest
the policy pursued by the Government said “this act
wmmhmdﬁnﬁH
Policy of the Government is bound to have b
over the disorganised and disunited Hindus......
Government have done their worst to the Hindus, It
now for the Hindus in general and Hindusabha workers
particular to show to the world their intriensic
and face bravelythe situation in which they are thrown.
...ln the name of God and in the npame of humanity
me prochim that the results that will come out
bring life in the Hindu community and 1
to day that the government will have to repeht
their act”, Prophetic words, which came out only
true for the government.

Mass Arrests,

wr, Tripathi left Patna for Bhagalpur with a
unit composed of one nurse, two compounders
two dressers to render  medical aid to the Civil
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for injuries likely to be sustained by them incourse
of those “Miled lathi charges” which we only too
well know, As the ftrain carrying them steamed in on
23rd December a larpe number of the crowd who had
gathered from before to receive them, shouted slogans,
Dr. Tripathi, Sj. Mahadeo Saran Pandey, Pleader of
Siwan, six volunteers of the Bihar Youth Conference and
some volunteers from Bombay and Ratnagiri Districts
so were arrested.

Messes V. G. Desh Pande and Ashutosh Lahiri, were
detrained at Colgong and brought to Bhagalpur, Larer
on 7 delegates from Dinajpore ( Bengal ) were arrested at
Mahadeo Pur Ghat, 16 volunteers coming from Bankura
and 18 from Poona and other places were also arrested,

Messrs Bharat Misra, Surya Narayan Prasad and three
others were arrested in the town,

Thus began the long expected action of the Govern-
ment after a Jull since the arrest of the First Dictator on the

17th Dec, An order under Sec, 144 Cr. P, C. also was
promulgated in town banning all public meetings, proce.
ssions and assembly of five or more persons, A general
roundeup of workers was carried out. The D. I, G. of
police, Northern Range, took up his quarters in the town
on 218t Dec, for supervision of police armangements,
Villagers were prohibited from entering the town,except on
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urgent piece of business, from 24th to 27th Dec, There
was strict press censorship.

Civil Reisters Pour In.

But eluding all police vigilence came in nearly 1200
delegates and civil resisers into the town by the night of
28rd December. S|, Ramkrishna Pandya, Member
A. 1, H. M, Working Committee from C. P. Hindi, S|,
Bajaranga Dutt Sharma of Gaya, S]. Medhabrata Singh,
Pleader of Patna were among them.

The correspondent of the searchlightreported on 22nd
Dec.,

“From my talks with several responsible and disting-
ished Muslim citizens, | gathered that the responsible
Muslim opinion is that the ban on the ensuing Hindu
Mahasabha session is uncalled for,

Mr, Qasim Hussain, B, L., Vice-Chairman, Bhagal-
pur Municiaality, has issued a statement to this effect.

Mr. Qasim Hussain's Statement.

“The attitude taken by the Government of Bihar,
so far as the holding of Hindu Mahasabha at Bhagalpur
is concerned, is one of grave concern and anxiety for
every Indian, The leader of the Hindu Mahasabha,
Mr, Savarkar, has all along been exhorting the Indin
to helpin the war effort and to get themselves enrolled
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in the Army and the Navy and the Air Force in
order 10 help the powers who are fighting on the side
of democracy. And at a time when the war is at
the very gate of India, in my humble opinion the Pro-
vincial Government would have done betrer to find out a
peaceful solution instead of taking recourse to drastic
steps, This has acted as a spark which set ablaze the
whole of I ndia. It has become an all India question,
I believe the local authorities were not inclined to take
any such step but were finding out ways and  jmeans for
a mooth sailing of the whole situation, Although I am
not definite but this is what | believe, However, the
authorities are the best judges and | hoped to be pardoned
but because 1 feel it, 1 thing it my duty as san humble
citizen and as son of the soil to give vent to my feelings
which frankly speaking, | cannot suppress I think it is
the duty of every human being to express what he fecls
honestly and sincerely.”

It is also understood some correspondence in this
connection has passed between Mr, Apant Prasad, B, L,
and Mr. Abul Hassan ( Bar at-Law ),

Statement of Liberal Leaders.

The Rt. Hon'ble V. S. Srinivas Shastri, Sir, P. 8,
Sivaswami lyer and Mr.T.R. Venkataramana Shstri (Libe-
ral Leaders ) issued the following joint stalementj-As
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members of Liberal Party we are interested in the scales
being held between all communities. The ban on Hinda
Mahasabba's meeting at Bhagalpur, so far as we can
Judge, is without justification and seem to give undue
importance to possible Muslim opposition. The clear
right of one community ought not to be placed at the
mercy of another community, The Viceroy and the
local Governo rwill at the present juncture be promoting
the lasting interest of those communities by giving
proper protection to the forth coming meeting of the
Mahasabha and avoiding the suspcion of partiality”
Raja Narendranath, President of the Punjab Provi
Hindu Sabha, and Dr. Sir Gokal Chand Narang hac
addressed o° .joint telegram to His Excellency the Vicero
“Bihar Government’s order banning Mahasbha sessior
has created wave of deep resentment throughout India. It
i considered and rightly considered great insult to
community that Hindus forming over 90 per cent. popu
fion in Bibar should not be aliowed to hold Mahasabh
session, [n Madras Muslim League session was aliowed and
Hindus were asked to keep indoors although forming
Fﬂ'mt-dﬂtpopulpmu. This appareotly savours of
invidious distinction and partiality. We do not bel
iutﬁny&wdhuﬁhdmhutmﬂ
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expected. If Bihar Government can. collect 1000 policemen
to disperse Hindu Sabha delegates much smaller number
would have been sufficient to maintain peace and
order, Bihar Government’s order, unless reversed, is sure
to create serious repercussions. Earnestly request Your
Excellency to advise Bihar Governor to remove ban.”
President Savarkar triumphal jorney.

The President elect, Swatantry Veer V. D, Savarkar had
left Bombay on 22nd by the Calcutta Mail for Bhagalpur,
He was accompanied by over 400 delegates any volunteers
from Bombay and Foona,

Large crowd had gathered at the Bombay Station and
received him with shouts of *“Hindu Dharma Ki Jai” and
«Hindusthan Hinduon K4"The crowd was so large that the
issue of the platiorm tickets had to be suspended half an
hour before the train left.

All along the way it was a triumphal marect of a victor.
Every where large crowds gathered and waited to have a
“Darshan” of their kader. At Mogui Sami the crowd squatted
to hear him. And he addressed them for a tume.

When he reached Gaya Station at about 2 Orclock
in the mormng of De¢ember 24th he was  arrested under
section 26 of the Defnce of India Rules, He was
taken to the Gaya Central Jail, wherehe was to be detain-
ed. A large crowd has gathered at  the platiorm o
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receive him and shouted slogans as the President w
taken away by the police,

Respected leaders arrested.
Dr, B, 5. Moonje, Mr, N. C, Chatterji, Mr, Khapard

ex-minister of C, P, Rai Bahadur Harish Chandrm,

Advocate Federal Court, Delhi and many others w
arrested on 24th at Bhagalpur. The same day Dr. F

. Varadarajulu Naidu and six.lady volunteers were arrested,

The Civic guards were utilised to crush this political
organisation. And their acts roused the billerest feclings,

Bhagalpur Town Hindusabha,

The Bhagalpur Town Hindusabha had been forme
this year only for the purpose of facilitating the
of the session,
Sinha and Lalji Saha were entrusted with holding of
meetings all over the town, carrying out processions and

decorating the town with flags etc, All Hindu shops

were decorated with flags and festoons on this Procession
Day ( 24th Dec, ) and as a profest against the arrest of
the leaders of the town observed complete hartal, Thi
Hartal was the longest in the History of the town,

The special representalive of the Searchlight gave the

report of the day and we let him speak, It may be noted

Its secretaries Babu Basudeva Narays '
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that it is congress paper and none too friendly to the
Hindu Mahasabha.
( From our Special Representative ) ,
Bhagalpur, Dec, 24.

In spite of the order under Section 144 of Criminal
Procedure Code and the posting of mounted and
armed police all over the Cily and lightning amests of
leaders, the programme of the Procession Day was
gone through amid scenes of tumulluous enthusiasm
and excitement. News of Mr, Savarkar's arrest at
Gaya, though not officially confirmed, had spread like wild
fire and aggravated public excitement. The procession
paraded the streets followed by large crowds. Two huge
meeting were heldone at Shoojaganj under the president-
ship of Pandit Shiva Parvati of Hazaribagh and another at
the gate of Lajpati Park under the presidentship of Mr.
Harekrishna Verma of the Central Provinces. Resolutions
were passed condemning the Government ban on the
holding of the session, the arrest of leaders and urging
Hindus to assert civil rights.

Volunteers of a procession towards the Lajpat Park
are said to have been subjected to caning and dispersed.
Mr. Harekrishna Verma and another were arrested at the
Lajpat Park meeting,

Mounted Police make baton charge.
The Mounted police had to makea baton charge to
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disperse the huge crowd that had gathered at the railw
station this morning to receive the leaders inspite of secti
144 promulgated by the Government. Thousands and
thousands rushed to the station and broke through the police
cordons, The D.L.G. (Northern Range), the District Magistrat
.and the Superintendent ‘of Police were present to jcontro
the situation. The crowd would not turn back and as
result of baton charge several received injuries, including
bleeding injuries in some cases,
656 Taken in custody.
In all over 65 have been taken in custody till midday
today including Dr. Moonje, Mr. Khaparde, Mr, N, C,
Chatterji, Dr. Varadamajulu Naidu, and others to L
detained at Colgong and taken away. Others arrested inc
ude Rai Bahadur Harishchandra, Hakim Ganga Prasag
Gupta, Babu Gauri Shankar Pd, Babu Bhagwan Das 0
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country, Over 400 have arrived from Bombay and C, P.
Arrests on a mass scale have started and are procecding.
Mr, K. Ganesham from Kodambakam, Madras, presided
over the meeting near the gate of the Lajpat Park at 1 P.M, :
on the first day, when he was arrested.

Country wide Protests.

Allahabad also observed hartal as a protest against
President Savarkars arrest on 25th Dec., similar protest
meetings were held at Madras, Madura, Ajmer, Calcuita,
Wardha, Ratnagiri, Lucknow and other places throughout
the country.

On 27th Dec. in the open session of the National
Liberal Federation the Rt. Hon'ble S. Srinivas Shastri
moved the resolution on the Bhagalpur Ban.

The resolution held that the Bihar Goverment's achion
is a denial of one of the fundamental rights of citizens for
which there was no justification in the circumstances. The
Dutt, Mr. S. K. Chakravarti and Mr. Ingleoi Nagpur. So falll Federation holds thaf it was the duty of the Bihar Admi-
as ean be gathered persons arrested comprise 10 from MadSll nistration to afford protection {0 & lawful meeting of citizens
ras, 8 from Naokhali, 8 from Allahabad and Moradabad, 1 from any apprehended molestation or disturbance. The
ffom Comilla, 1 from Chapra and several local men, Fivéll Federation condemns emphatically the arbitrary action of
lidies ‘were also arrested while marchingin procesion. As thélll the Government that has driven the President of the Hindu
arrested leaders were taken away men, women and childre Mahasibha and many distinguished members of it into an
lined the streets cheering them to the echo and rending exceedingly dificult situation in which they have by ' their
sky with'shouts of Savarkar-ki-jai” As police re-in| conduet earned ' the sympathy and ' respect of their
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- 8ir Cowasjee Jehangir.

Sir Cowasjec Jehangir who seconded the res
refferred to the critical war situation and said it was incg
ceivable that the Government should at this time go out ¢
their way and arrest a large number of their countrym
who supported the war efiorts. Whatever might be
circumstances, the arrest of such men, said Sir W ASHe
must be a catostrophe more to the Government than to tk
country. Proceeding the speaker referred to the wi
expressed in England by a action of British politicians tt
everything should be done to appease public opinion
India. When that was the case, the speaker regretted th
a provincial Government had teken upon itself the respor
sibility of bringing about a state of affairs in this o©
try which caused resentment even amongst men who
the most moderate views,

Concluding he urged that. the Government shouk
support the right of every Indian to meet where he likeg
provided he did not make a nuisance of himself and to sa
what he liked provided it was within the four-corners of la

Dr. R. P. Paranjpe.

Dr. R. P. Paranjpe supporting the resolution desired g
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mbha was perfectly right in the course it had taken. Mr.
Savarkar had on this occasion, he said, behaved as a self
respecting patriotic citizen.

The speaker characterised the action of the Bihar Gove-
mment as one of “muddle-headedness”. He added that “The
Government should not follow a policy of such undiluted
appeasement of one community and alienating a very
much larger community”. He hoped that the Government
would become wise and retrace “the wrong-headed step
they had taken”. The resolution was then put to vote and
carried unanimously.

Further arrests and detention.

Bhai Parmananda, Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang and
Captain Keshab Chandra with a large contingent of volu-
nteers and delegates from the “Land of Five Rivers”. were
arrested on 24th Dec, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherji,
Finance Minister of Bengal was detrained at Colgong, a
way side station near Bhagalpur. When he declined to
mmmmﬂnlmihﬁruqmtui by the police, the bogey in
which he was travelling was detached from the main train
and he was transferred to the Dak Bunglow. An excentive
Officer and the Deputy Superintendent of Police were

make it plain that in this resolution not concerned with deputed to look after his comforts.
communal organisation but with the very wide question ) The Bihar Government passed the following order of
individual liberty the right of every citizen of expressing k externment=—

views and of association. He felt that the Hindu Maha w\Whereas the Governor of Bihar is satisfied that with
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respect to the person known as Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukh
erji that with a view to preventing him from acting in §
manner prejudicial to the public order it 5 necessary
make the following order :—

Now therefore in exercise of the power eonferred I
clause C of subsection 1 of Rule 26 of the Defence of Indi
Rules sthe Governor of Bihar is pleased that the said
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee shall not be within the provine
of Bihar from the 24th Dec. to 28th December, 1941 both
days inclusive.”

But inspite of this order, Dr Shyama Prasad Mukherje
continued to remain in Bihar tili 27th Dec. when this ord
was withdrawn and be left Colgong for Calcutta. He was
received by a huge crowd at the Bhagalpur Railway St 0
In the course of his statement to the press he said '—

I shall have to issue later larger statement making
many disclosure “which will be of no credit at all to any
civilized Government “Today 1 offer my hear felt
gratitude for fhe bold and resolute stand the Hindus
of India took on this momentous cccassion,”

“The Bhagalpur session of the Hindu Mahasabha
been held inspite of the ban imposed by the local Govern
ment and held in a manner which will electrify the entire
Hindu population in India, There is no power in Bihar or
anywhere in India which can arrest the progress of
the gigantic Hindu Mahasabha movement which is b
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on sound national principlestwhich are now shaping from
one part of the country to another, The greater the resist-
ence the greater the movement will be, Al that we nced
is calmness, courage, unity and determination so that the
goal of national freedom may be reached much earlier
than what our enemies and detractors dream of.

“As regards our future course of action no decision
would be taken by any of us individually. As soon as the
leaders are set at liberty a meeting of the Working Com-
mittee of the Allindia Hindu Mahasabha should be called
and should be attended by all the leaders now under
delension, The meeting of the working Committee of the
Bibar Hindu Sabha should also be held simultaneously
and decision should be finally arrived at. The meeting of
the working committee should be held “‘somewhere” in
Bihar as decided by Veer Savarkar”.

Oivil Resisters in Action.

Under the directions of President Savarkar one party
proceeded to the Lajpat Park, the site selected for the
Session and another batch of delegates congregated in Debi
Prasad’s Dharmasala, to hold the opens session meeting
on 24th December, The Lajpat Park meeting was
declared to be the annual Session of the Mahasabha.
Siﬂrihmﬂdhvﬁﬂdﬂnijlnﬁngh,ﬂ'mu
the Bihar Prov. Hindusabha, presided over this meeting.
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President Savarkar's address was taken as read, All the
resolutions tabled for the session were passed,
President of the meeting along with Pandit Ram
Sharma another prominent member of Bihar Prov,
king Commitee and many others were arrested,

The Press report ran:—

“Bhagalpur, the banned venue of the A. I H,
Mahasabha Session, had been biokaded by the police, Its:
approaches by road, rail and rivers were all guarded b
the police, who cross—examined all passangers bound
for Ebagalpur and who looked like delegates or volunteers.
for the session,

The town itself was patrolled by police parties and
mounted police also passed riding through the streets,

The Government precautions against a violation of
the ban gave the impresslon of being thorough.”

But the Mahasabha leaders had a better oiganisation to

( )

The president moved the condolence resolution reeor-
ding profound sorrow atithe demise of Dr. Rabindranath
Tagore, Dr. Ganganath Jha and several others.
w.ﬂﬁu-lgnlﬁﬂv.Hirdmﬂumdmnﬂbij.
Ganpat Rai, Advocate, of Delhi, condemning the ban ou
the session. By another resolution the immediate release
of all political prisoners and detenuves all over India was
demanded.

The last resolution ran as follows :—

“This session of the A. L H. Mahasabha offers its hearty
relicitations to the Hindus of Bihar and all other provinces
throughout India who have given a splendid and spontan-
cous response by coming in large numbers to Bhagalpur
and making the session a success inspite of all dilficulties
created by the Government.”

The deliberations continued for two and a half hours in
a peaceful atmosphere, not because of any indulgence by
deal with the “thoroughness” of the Bihar Government ke the police, but because they had been kept engaged by the
ping every move of theirs as a guarded secret, they held clusive meetings held in thousands of places all over the
ther big meeting the same day (25 th Dec.)atlP. M., simu town, at every street comner, open spaces and all conceiv-
taneously with the “open session” at Lajpat Park 1omHed able places, They dispersed and then again congrepated
above, It was presided over by Lala Narayan at moment’s notice, sorely trying the capacity of the
T‘lmwﬂft.hnﬂ.L}LH:hmhh.Ahnut!ﬂm i police to deal with them. The Presidential address of Sj.
from all provinces of India and a large number of visitors V. D. Savarkar was read out in these meetings as far as

and Volunteers attended the *l_““* practicable. And they were held throughout the day and
i
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The special representative of the Amrit Bazar Patrika’
wrote on Dec, 27:—

“Bhagulpur has now fought {o |the last and won. The
instructions of Sj. Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, President
of the A.L H. Mahasabha, to the effect that the session
must be held at all costs and against all oppositions have
been thoroughly carried out, The Government, despite all
advice and suggestions from far and near, remained adam-
antine and stuck to their false vanity. But these four days
at Bhagalpur have made it clear that to the will of the mass;
bureaucracy [has to bow down. The most moderate and
loyal section of the Hindus who happened to witness the
four<ay session, which was held amidst frequent lathi and
baton charpes, said that now Mahasabha had been infused
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for the most part of the night. The whole town of B
pur was the meeting place of the session of the Maha
Never had a banned meeting was held in a betier sl
and thoroughness. Never had an order of ban  been more
thoroughly trampled, torn to pieces and scattered to the
winds, Nearly 1000 delegates and leaders were -
by the night of the second day of the session.

So peentifully did people offer themselves for arrest thal
the Government were forced to abandon the method ©
arrest on the third day. The intensity of lathi charges
was less,

Some wvolunteers were taken in police vans and forced
to pet down several miles away from Bhagalpur. Other
clambered on the roof of the vans and were persuaded ft
get down only at the request of those arrested delegates
inside the van whose lives were endangered due to the lc
on its roof.

On the third day many “Prabhat Feries” and big p
ssions were taken oul.

Arrests had been poing on all the while at Ranchi, Ars
ah, Monghyr, Champaran and Samastipur within Bihar. A
Samastipur Pandit Balshwar Jha, Pleader and member o
the Bihar Prov, H. Sabha working commitiee was bac
treated and this drew a +spirited protest from the d
assembled at Bhagalpur,

volunteers, who defied the ban, are in prison, yet great
slisfaction is in evidence among the Hindus who realise
that the great task has been accomplished and they have
done their duty.

“Bhagalpur, the sccond city of Bihar, has called off the
hartal. The way:ide shops, which were closed for four days
have now opened and sales and purchases are being trans-
acted with vengence, Many a Hindu home had to carry
on with their daily needs and  domestic requirements with
much restraint. Hindu ladies and children had also shared
equally with their menfolks in a strugple agninst sensitive
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nnreasonableness+- - *Thousands of Hindus assembled af
the Debi Babu's Dharmashala and in its neighbourhood
waich the deliberations of the last day's session of t
Mahasabha.” :

Tlthtdlpm‘uwiuih
conclusion by Sj. G. V. Ketkar, Secretary A. L. H. Mah
bha and last dictator. Incourse of his concluding speech a
Debi Babu's Dharmashala at 4 P. M. on Dec. 27, he saids:

As the last dictator |stand here o conclude /i
momentous and memorable session in  the history of th
Hindu Sabha. Not only in the annals of the Hindu Sab
but evenin those of any other political organisations i
this country the circumstances and events of the pres
Bhagalpur session are unique and unprecedented.
snreasonablenessof the ban imposed by the Bihar Go
on this session has been condemned all over Indm not on
by Hindu Sabhaites and Hindu Sangathanists but also b

and unjust order. Those in the know of internal hapy
in Governmenial quarters tell us that the Bihar Governir
refused to be guided by the wise counsels of the Viea
and persisted in their folly, If the Bihar Governm
hoped by their unwise action to suppres and cow ¢
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the Hindu Sabhaites they were living in a fool's paradise.
The spirit of resurgent Hindudom has during the last 5
years under the leadership of Swatantrya Veer V. D.
Savarker grown from strength to strength and the whimsical
pranks of any provincial satarap cannot in the least affect
its progress.  On the contrary this senseless and absurd ban
has givena powerful impetus to the Hindo movement
which would not have been normally expected. The Bibar
Government's folly has proved to be a blessing in  disguise.
The whole of the city of Bhagalpur is enthusiastically
participating these four days in our proceedings and
throughout the province of Bibar Hartals and meetings
have carried the message of Hindu Sabha 1o every home.
The Hindu Sabha session pandal is thus extended to the
whole of the province, The same is the case of other
provinces where Hartalsand meeting have demonstrated that
the whole of Hindudom is stirred o its depths by the Bihar
Government's wanton on injustice in banning the session
and arresting our most revered leaders like Veer Savarkar,
Dr. Shyamaprasad Mukherji, Dr. Moonje, Bhai Parmanand,
Mr, Khaperde, Lala Namayan Dutta, Mr. Ashutosh Lahir,
Mr. Deshpande and others. Remember that the mission
of Hindudom is not merely that of removing the ills of the
foreign Raj but to repair mistakes and set aside difficulties
which have clogged its legitimats and logical progress during
several centuries past and requires an alertness and vigilance
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from every individual Hindu men, women and child.
appeal of Hindu Sanghtan is thus intended to reach ever]
individual Hindu. The Hindu Mabasabha orgnisation
only a means to that end. 1f the entire Hindudom live
and moves with one aim and purpose, no power on e
‘will be able to hinder its progress. [am sure all the d
gates and visitors will go to their homes with reney
enthusiasm. ‘The shorter speeches of this session will thy
prove longer in their effect than any of those of the pas
session. On behalf of the Working Committee and all th
delegates I sincerely thank the Reception Committee |
workers and volunteers for their excellent arrangement
they have made in spite of tremendous difficulties in th
way. | mustalso thank Sardar Jamiat Singh, organiser @
the Guru Govinda Singha Birth-day caremony, and oth
organisations for the kind hospitality which they extends
to the Hindu Sabha delegates. [also express my grately
appreciation for the entire Bhagalpur public for their v
hearted co-operation and participation in the process:
-and meetings during these four days. 1 now declare th
‘most succesful session as closed exactly according
plan. '

He then declared the session closed amidst sh
of vande Mataram, :

Similar formal declarations were made formally |
‘shujaganj Bazar and near Lajpat Park. -
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Police did not interfere with this last day's proceedi-
ngs and no arrests were made,

Throughout these tumultous scencs and mild lathi
charges, the people remained perfectly calm and non—
violent,

Babu shyam sundar Lal, the old Hindu Sabha leader
along with his friends, carried an the administrative side
of the struggle and therefore were requested {0 keep out
of jail, Nevertheless their sacrifice was greater, in that
they did not go in for “the Jail Martyrdom ™

Inside Jail.

Inside the jiil, series of meetings of the leaders, the
deligates and various Hindu sangathanist organisations
kept the inmates busy throughout the day, Rai Bahadur
Mehar Chand Khanna, ex-Minister of N, W, F, Province,
explained the deplorable condition of the Hindus in
his province, Dr, Sir Gokul Chand Narang and Mr, Ny
C. Chatlerji spoke about the Panjab and Bengal, And
all tried to make close personal approach. Rai Bahadur
M, C, Kbanna said “We had a grand time in jail. The
Government gave us an opportunity to be together
for over 10 days and has allowed us to forge the links
of the All=India Hindu Mshasabha stronger,” -

The Mahasabha session was held on 25th Dec. in
the jail under the presidentship of Dr. Moonje, On his
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instruction, Mr, N. C, Chatterji read out the Presidenti
address of Sjt. Savarkar.

Early in the morning the Arya Samaj prayer
Vedic recitations created a serene atmosphere of devolic
It was followed by Havan. The Rashtiiya S
Sevak Sangha members infurled their flag in all solem
in their usmal way, Sinatan Dharma mectings also
held.

And s0 this jail life, resembling more a camp life
anything else, was spent in enlivened falks, national son
and devotional prayers and shipped away soon.

Presideat Savarkar's reviewed of
23rd Annual Session:—

Nowrthat the curtain is rung down on the furic
struggle raging at Bhagalgur to assert the legitimate i
of Hindudom, the tme has come to review the who
episode in its proper proportions,

Alter going through the vanous reports, statements
communiques on both ssdes received up-lo-date rogard
the happenings dunng those eventiul days which the W
king Committee of the Hindu Mahasabha at Deihi, }
fixed as the rrevocable dates on which the Annual Sessio
of the Hindu Mahasabha was to htid at Bhagalpur— fe
it no exagperation 1o proclaim that the 23nd  Session of th
All-India Hindu Mahasabha help at Bhagalpur, despite th 1
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Government ban, has provedto be the most momentous
and the most soccessful one of all annual sessions ever  held
by any Alllndia organisation includiug the Congress in the
modern history of Indm

I congratulate, consequently, all leaders, delegates, volu-
nteers and the Hindu Sanghatanist, public all over India,
who directly or indirectly, contributed to this momentous
success in vindicating the Pan—Hindu Flag at Bhagalpur,

Indelible Mark of Honour

To these Hinde Martyrs who kid down their lives in
the Struggle and to those hundreds of Hindu Civil Resiste-
1s who carried their wounds home infiicd during the lathi—
charpes of the armed and mounted f{orces of the British
Government—the Hindu Mahasabha, has, under the prese-
nt circumstances, nothing else to offer to mark its grateful
recognition of thesr services but the crown of thorns of
Martyrdom to those heroess who feil and their very wou
nds as the lron—Crosses to those Civil Resisters who were
wounded.

The Government of Bihar smashed down the small
sessional mandap, ( pandal ) meant to accommodate a few
hundreds of Hindusabhaits. But the result was that the
Hindu Mahasabha miscd a Mahamandap instead, so
cxtensive as to cover all the six districts placed under the
ban, which could accommodate millions on millions of
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Hindu Sanghatanists and which all the armed forces let lo
by the Bihar Government, found it impossible to pull dow

When the prestipe of the Government which took il
last stand in that corner of the Lajpat Park on the ruins
the small smashed mandap of the Mahasabha and frownig
armed mounted forces of the Government charged thoy
ands of men, women and children under the hoofs of th
horses, that prestige was pulled down cver from
haughty padestal .there and lay grovelling in the du
trampled down under the feet of those heroic Hindu Ci
Resisters who managed to rush in the Park, in spite of the
armed military guards, and at the imminent risk to thed
lives, raised all of a sudden the Pan-Hindu Flag on the ve
spot with the thunderous shout of ‘Hindu Dharmaki jay"

Sympathy From All Quarters.
During the three days of the Session they thrice hoisted
the Pan-Hindu flag in this wise in the Lajpat Park itse
and bearded the Lion in the very den it had chosen as it
citadel.
The Hindu Mahasabha appreciates highly the syms
pathy and even spprobation it received at the hands o
the vanious Indan leaders and organisations that
not directly connecled with the Hindu Mahasabh 1
as fhe Liberal Federabon, the lcaders of the Chri
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communily and especially the leaders of the Moslem
League and the Moslem public at Bhagalpur and other

places in Bihar, who joined the Hindus in observing
the hartals in sympathy with the Hindus in this their
struggle to defend the fundamental civic liberties of all
Indians alike,

Knocked Out !

The unambiguous statements issued by the Moslem
leaders in Bihar and outside, thit they never wanted this
ban and resented that their Bakr=Id should have been
-trotted out as an excuse of it, were indeed the last fatal
stab in the back of the Government of Bihar which
munst have made it exclaim; “Eitu, Brute | This was the
most unkindest cut of all 1"

On the other hand, | draw the pointed attention of
the Hindus to the fact that the Working Committee of
that organisation which calls itsell the ‘Indian National
Congress' and which is dominated by some of the blatent
leaders of the All-lndia Civil Liberties Union, persisted
in maintaining a guity silence as regards the Hindu
movement al Bhagalpur,

Kind souls | They had to shed so many lears over the
sufferings of the far-off Chinese, the Russians and even the
British people that they could not spare a single tear ora
word of approbation for the Hindu men, women and chil-
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dren getting trampled under the hoofs of the
military of the PBritish, and the noble fight the
carried on under their very nose at Bhagalpur in
of the fundamental civic rights, Or, it may be that just
the British people are fightling for the Independence of
Nations in the world but India, even so these advocates

civic liberty mean to fight for the fundamental civic rights

of all humanity but the Hindus |

Anti-Hindu Attitude of The Congress
When I call that this silence on the part of the Working

Committee of the Congress was a guilty one, [ do so deli
rately because the Hindus must not forget the fact that the

ban proclaimed by the Bihar Government on the Hindu

Mahasabha Session, was not so humilatiog to the Hindus

as several anti-H.ndu bans, prohibitions and orders issued

by the Congress Governments had been in those provinces,

over which they happened to rule only a couple of

years ngo,

Witness, for example, Rajaji's ban on the Hindu Maha-
sabha activities against the anti-Hindu tyrannies of the
Nizam which he styled as our ‘Sister State’, Or, how Govind
Vallabh Pant out-Heroded Herod in U, P. by prohibiting
the Hindus not to play music even in their houses at
several localities throughout Moharrum week, becanse the
Iatter coustituted the mourning days to the Moslems !
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Hundreds of other cases humiliating and detrimental to
the Hindu interests can be cited at a stretch.

Apart from all these incidental points, the two most
won by the Hindu Mahasabhaits must be mentioned in
this closing statement regarding the Bhagalpur episode,
with a special emphasis,

In Defence of Honour.

The first of them theis fact that the Struggle was fought
out in defenee of Hindu Rights as Hindu Rights, and under
the unalloyed Hindu Colours, The Mahasabha did not
sail under false colours por did it mince matiers, The
millions of Hindu Sanghatanists who gathered under the
Hindu Flag in defence of Hindu Honour drove the last
nail in the .coffin of that pseudo-Nationalism which had
penalised any agitation to uphold the special rights of the
Hindus as a ‘National® sin.

aGet stabbed but dont shrick” was the order of the day
which throttled the Hindu movement, while this pseucio—
Nationalism held its sway on the public mind and ecnseq-
uently the Hindus continued to be the political orphans in
this land. But at Bhagalpur it was proved to demonstration
that Hindudom had reocgnised their saviour in the Hindu
Mahasabha, and acknowledged in as its real representative.
The Hindu cause can no longer, go undefended. To the
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Hindus the Hindn Cause shall in itself, be the National
Cause,

Crescendo Of Hindu Sanghatan

The second aspect does in reality constitute the most
abiding factor of this struggle, and is bound to have far
reaching consequences on events to .come. It is the moral
victory which we, Hindus, have won by demonstrating
beyond cavil or criticism that, in spite of castes and creeds
sects and secticns, Hindndom as a whole does still pulsate
with a comon National Being. The Pan—Hindu consciou-
sness that the Hindu Mahasbha has so long been striving
to creale, has at last become a living reality, forceful and
organised enough to resist and at times even to cow down
the anti—Hindu forces which held their sway uuchallen-
ged upto this time.

The thousands and thousands of Hindu Sanghatani-
sls, Rajas and Rishis, Millionaires and Millhands, Ex-Mini-
sters and M. L. A, s, Princes and Peasants, the Touchables
and untouchables, Pnnjabis, Mahrattas, Bangalis and Mad-
rasis, Sanatanists, Jains, Sikhs, Arya Samajists, Santhals and
Sadhus, who rushed to Bhagalpur animated by the comm-
on urge to defend the Honour of the Pan-Hindu flag and
faced unilinchingly the armed forces of the angry British
Satrap's did actualise through the struggle, as never
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before, our Racial, Cultural and ' Political homogeneity.
We, Hindus, have truly recovered our National Sell,

But after all this issaid and done, let us not forget
that these struggles and successes are but only fest cases,
mere rehearsals to the grand Epic which shall have to be
staged on political battle field in days {o come ;

Dr. B. 8. Moonje’s Statement

On the eve of my release from the jail and the rigours
jail life, 1 must first of all pay may tribute of thankiul-
ness to the people of Bhagalpwr jand particularly the
members of the Reception Committee for the most splen-
did and bold response that they gave fo the call of the
Hindu Mahasabha for maintaining the prestige, honour of
the Hindus of India. in fact their response has been such
as has been completely reversive of the Government attempt
at inflicting gravest humiliation of the Hindus of the whole
of India by trying to ban the annual session of the Hindu
' Mahasabha which is the only organisation of the Hindus
of India,

Regarding the jail authorities, Bhagalpur, I must put
an record my appreciation of their good sense and respon-
sibility in dealing with.us in a most fair and gentlemanly
way, though they are bound to give effect to their rules of
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Remarkable Session.

This session of the Hindu Mahasabha is remarkable frog
one particular point of view and that is that Hindus frog
all grades of life, i. e, from the Rajas, Zamindars, Talu
dar, Ex-Minisfers, Ministers, Knights, Rai Bahadurs, mj

class people, peasantry and labour class-all vied with one

another in repudiating the ban and disobeying all orders
the Government incidental there to and in courting :

sonment for It. it must bring to the Government that the

Hindu Mahasabha is not an organisationt o be trified
of ignored or humiliated, though its leaders and mem
are brought up in traditions of gantiemanliness and

A word to League.

In contrast to the Congress, the Muslim League must’
understand and it has been vividly Jemorsirated that the '
Congress is not the true representative forthe pride and
passion for the Hindu religion, culture and for Hindu na. |
tionality, The Muslim League, il it really wants a comm,
unal agreement, must understand now that the Congress,
can not deliver the goods and it must make wvpits
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mind to approach the Hindu Mahasabha for the settle-

ment of ihe constitutional problem.

The musalmans must now know that if they really
want peace and prosperity of India, they must regard
themsélves as a part and parcel of the Indian nation
which is really the Hindu Nation,

"ltis a matter of the great satisfaction 1o find that the
Press of India both English as well as Indian have insti-
actively felt the justice of the stand taken by the Hindu
Mahasabha in defying the ban and the Government of
Bihar are in the most unenviable position of isolation
from all sense of justice and equity. 1 have so far not
yet come across with any newspaper which has a word of
support to the conduct of the Bihar Government,

The Bihar Government must ftake a lesson from
their blunders and 1 can not find fault with the most
vocal demand for the recall of the present Governor,

In the end | trust the perple recovering the proper
perspective of the political situation in India will not be
carried away in their anger to do acls suicidal te
their own cause, becsuse the scll-axiomalic truth is that
those, who have Armies can aspire for swarsjya and
those who have Armies can maintain India as Hindus.
than and similarly on the contrary, it will be (hose whe
will have tbe Army will be able to establish Fakisthan,

7t
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Mr. N. C. Chatterji’s Statement,

( Mr. N. C, Chatterji, Bar-at-law, Calcutta issued the
’ following statement:— )

; Bhagalpur has fought a brave battle and has won.
lam happy that both the Biharees and the Ben
could sink all their unessential differences in order to
AlHndia Hindu Mahasabha session at Bhagalpur a com
success in spite of the official ban,
. The new Hindu movement is obliterating all provi
cleavages. Itis now the duty of the Hindu Mahashavai
ot 1o rest on their laurels, not to waste their energies by
futile criticism of Congress leaders,
It is now their duty to chalk out the real constructi
programme for the economic upliit of the masses. [ want
the Hindu youths of Bihar to take up the triple fask
winning national freedom of mitigating social and political
injustice, and of establishing real contact with the masses
in the countryside, Discipline and orpanisation should be
one molto, .
‘Devata Bwaroop Bhai Parmanand’s Statement.
( Bhai Parmanand has issued the following statement :— )
“The Hindu Mahasabha session at Bhagalpur will be

virtually a landmark in the history of the Hindu Sangathan
movement, Personally | had of late become somew
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pessimistic about the future of the movement .but this
session has 50 extraordinary .in its nature has brought to
my mind the line of the Shakespeare which says that there
are more things in Heaven, Horatio, than one can dream
of. Quite unexpected things have happened and it was
this ban piaced on the Hindu Mahasabha session.”




Shri Padmaraj Jain's Statement.
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Letter of Dr. 8. K. Mukher i, President,
A. 1. H. Youth Conference

My dear Gouri Sankar Babu,
. Allow me to congratulate the Hindus of Bhagalpur and,
specially you for the bold stand taken during the Maha-
sabha session. Your name will live in the history of Hinda
Mahasabha,

Your and Mr. Krishna Ballabha's arrest were a great

handicap to the Hindu Youth Conference. Our conference
was held under circumstance which you ean well imagine.
Ouwr friends wish to held another regular special session
during this year. Can it be armnaged somnetimes during
the Ecaster holiday ? Hope this finds you all right,
Yours sincerly
Santosh Kumar Mukherji

Conclusion. -

‘I'l‘m-tnge!ﬂr the strupple had been set by those in
charge of the Reception Committce. They also kept it
ntact and carried out the propaganda necessary for its
ceess.  ‘The journalists and newspapers gave their unst-
oted support and they deserve all thanks for the same,
(he name of Si. Mahesh Narayan, B. L.of Bhagalpur
special mention for rendering help in this propaganda
hrough the press.
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Bntﬂum mwum ensured the success was
the leadership of the Mahasabha we mean Swatantrya Veer
V. D, Savarkar, President of the AllIndia Hindu Maha-
sabhay It ‘was' his strong personality which enabled the
Reception Committes to hold on against enormous odds.
His planning, differing from the methods adopted by all
other political organisations under similar circumstances,
was solely responsible for converting the whole.of Bhagal-
pur- for four’ days and nights into a huge pandal with
continuous session geing on. His personality drew the
cream of Hindudom to this struggle.

o Let us not rest on our cars and allow chances to ahp
by. Let the Mahasabha organisation live, grow and
expand, so that it 'may effectvely restore the glory that
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